Universiteit

4 Leiden
The Netherlands

Ghosts here and there : spectral resistance and the ethics of ghosts in

postcolonial literature
Lee, C.

Citation
Lee, C. (2017, January 11). Ghosts here and there : spectral resistance and the ethics of
ghosts in postcolonial literature. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/45141

Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/45141

License:

Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).


https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/45141

Cover Page

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/45141 holds various files of this Leiden University
dissertation.

Author: Lee, C.

Title: Ghosts here and there : spectral resistance and the ethics of ghosts in postcolonial
literature
Issue Date: 2017-01-11


https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/45141
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�

Ghosts Here and There

Spectral Resistance and the Ethics of Ghosts in Postcolonial
Literature

Chia-Sui Lee



Copyright © 2016 by C.S. Lee. All rights reserved.
Cover Design by RKRCW



Ghosts Here and There

Spectral Resistance and the Ethics of Ghosts in Postcolonial Literature

PROEFSCHRIFT

ter verkrijging van
de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,
op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof.mr. C.J.J.M. Stolker,
volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties
te verdedigen op woensdag 11 januari 2017
klokke 3 uur

door

Chia Sui Lee
geboren te Taitung, Taiwan

in 1980



Promotor:
Prof. dr. E.J. van Alphen
Co-promotor:

Dr. I. Hoving

Promotiecommissie

Prof. dr. C. Clarkson (Universiteit van Amsterdam)
Prof. dr. Y. van Dijk (Universiteit Leiden)

Dr. E. Peeren (Universiteit van Amsterdam)

Prof. dr. L.K. Wesselling (Universiteit Maastricht)



IL.

I1I.

Iv.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION 7

CHAPTER ONE: HAUNTING EFFECTS OF SPECTRAL
SPACES IN POSTCOLONIAL LITERATURE 27

1. Spectral Space as Space of Heterogeneous Time

2. Spectral Space as Space of Fluidity

3. Spectral Space as Space of Uncannyness

CHAPTER TWO: THE GHOST’S LANGUAGE AND THE
RE-CREATION OF IDENTITY IN TONI MORRISON’S
BELOVED, MAXINE HONG KINGSTON’S THE WOMAN
WARRIOR AND JOY KOGAWA’S OBASAN 55

1. Female Ghosts in Ethnic Woman Writing

2. The Violence of Language and the Silencing of the Other
3. The Language of Madness in Beloved
4

Uncanny Silence in The Woman Warrior and Obasan

CHAPTER THREE: MEDIUMS AT WORK: TOWARD A

DIALOGIC WORLD 81

1. South African Gothic and Postcolonial Ghosts

2. The Magistrate as a Passive Medium in Waiting for the
Barbarians

3. Active Mediums in Mda’s The Heart of Redness

CONCLUSION: THE ETHICS OF THE GHOSTLY: A GHOST
MEDIUM IN J. M. COETZEE’S LIFE & TIMES OF MICHAEL K
109



VL

VIIL

VIIL

IX.

BIBLIOGRAPHY 127

SAMENVATTING 139

SUMMARY 145

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 149

CURRICULUM VITAE 151



