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Appendix augustiniana (1703)

Appendix augustiniana, in qua sunt S. Prosperi Carmen de ingratis cum notis Lovaniensis theologi;
Joannis Garnerii Societatis Jesu presbyteri dissertationes pertinentes ad historiam Pelagianam; Pelagii
Britanni commentarii in epistolas S. Pauli; ac denique Des. Erasmi, Joan. Lud. Vivis, Jacobi Sir-
mondi, Henrici Norisii, Joannis Phereponi et aliorum prafationes, censure, note, & animadversiones
in omnia S. Augustini opera Tomus XII. Qui huic editioni peculiaris, undecim prioribus ex sola
editione Parisiensi sine mutatione exprefis. Antwerpiz [= Amsterdam]: sumptibus Societatis, 1703.
*4, A-2Q4, 2R2, 25-414, 4M1; [8], 622 [= 628], [9], [1 blanco] p. // 2° [35,8 x 24].

Provenance: Cuypers?, P. Top (ms); Bibliotheca Collegii Maximi S.J. Traiectensis; Bibliotheca Residentiae
Groninganae Soc. Jesu; Bibliotheek Theol. College S.J. Maastricht; S] Bibliotheek Berchmanianum
Nijmegen (stamps). Binding: contemporary, parchment, blind tooling, five raised bands, gatherings

2S-4M1 tied together in such a way nobody is able to read those pages (Index), [variant B imprint].
2-001030/D

HE Appendix Augustiniana offters a collection of notes and comments on the works of the

most prominent Church Father of Western Christendom, Augustine of Hippo (354-431).
The notes are by various authors, such as Louvain theologian Martinus Steyaert (1647-1701) and
French Jesuit scholars Jacques Sirmond (1559-1651) and Jean Garnier (1612-1681).

Going by the typographical layout of the title-page, one is led to think (wrongly) that Garnier
is the most important contributor to the volume. Born in 1612, Garnier entered the Jesuit novi-
tiate of Rouen at the age of sixteen. After teaching humanities, rhetoric and philosophy, he became
a teacher of theology at the Clermont College in Paris (1653-1679). He was a prolific writer,
publishing works on scholastic philosophy, dogmatic and moral theology, and a book on the clas-
sification system in Jesuit libraries: Systema bibliothecae collegii Parisiensis SJ (Paris 1678); but he
was above all interested in patristics and the history of the early Church. He died in Bologna in
1681 on the way to a meeting of the Society in Rome, leaving behind some unpublished manu-
scripts. Garnier worked together with his confrere, Sirmond, on different projects in Patrology.
He is most esteemed, however, for his edition of the early-Christian author Marius Mercator, a
contemporary and ally of Augustine, some of whose works had been rediscovered in the middle
of the seventeenth century. From this Mercator edition (Paris 1673), the Appendix Augustiniana
includes seven historical treatises by Garnier about the Pelagian controversy dealing with the
nature of divine grace and the freedom of the human will. Documenting the protagonists in the
conflict and their writings, as well as the response from the ecclesiastical and secular authorities,
these treatises could usefully contextualize many of Augustine’s later works against the Pelagians.

As the title suggests, the Appendix was meant to supplement the eleven volumes of Augustine’s
collected works produced in Amsterdam by publishers Huguetan and Mortier in 1701-1702
— a reprint of the massive scholarly edition of the Benedictine monks of St. Maur (Paris 1679-
1700). The title-page falsely gives Antwerp as the place of publication, instead of Amsterdam, and
a further unspecified ‘Society” as its benefactor. Another variant has “apud Petrum Mortier” as the
imprint, an equally fictitious Antwerp address. These false imprints could protect the publisher

from legal actions by censors while making the edition more easily acceptable for international
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AUGUSTINIANA,

IN gUA SUNT

S. PROSPERICARMEN
DE INGRATIS,

JOANNIS GARNERII

SOCIETATIS JESU PRESBYTERI
DISSERTATIONES PERTINENTES

AD HISTORIAM PELAGIANAM;
PEE A GTT B RIET AN NI

COMMENTARII IN EPISTOLAS 5. PAULI,
40 DENIQUE
DES. ERASMI, JOAN. LUD. Y1IV1S, JACODBI SIKRMW M LT, -
HENRICI NORISLI, _[D.P.N‘NIS PHEREPOMNI
ET ALIORUM

Prafationes, Cenfurs, Notay €5 Anmimadverfiones
IN OMNIA
S AUGUSTINI OPERA
Tomus X IT,

Qui buic editioni peculiavis , wndecim priovibus ex fols Editione Pari
Jime mutatione exprefiis, ifienfi

ANTWERTPIE,
Sumptibus SOCIE TATIS.
M.DCCIIL .1

CUM PRIVFILEGIO.

authorities and buyers, who may have been reluctant to trust a work produced in the intellectually
libertine Protestant Dutch Republic. Yet in spite of this camouflage, the Appendix would soon
become highly controversial with both Protestant and Catholic intellectuals. This was largely due
to the contribution of its compiler, for hidden behind the pseudonym, Joannes Phereponus, was
the Swiss scholar and journalist Jean Le Clerc (1657-17306), Professor of rhetoric and ecclesiastical
history at the Remonstrant Seminary in Amsterdam.

Now probably best known as the editor of the works of Erasmus of Rotterdam, Le Clerc was
a versatile Enlightenment intellectual, who corresponded with the prominent members of the

Republic of Letters of his day, wrote works on textual criticism, did biblical exegesis, and edited

234



several learned journals. He was also a prolific polemicist,
embroiled in controversies with men such as Pierre Bayle,
Richard Bentley, and Richard Simon. His books featured
heavily in the papal Index of Forbidden Books, where his
complete works alone were listed no fewer than nine times

between 1702 and 1733; and even in the more tolerant

publishing climate of the Dutch Republic, the publication ;
BRITAINNI

OO R T

of his polemic with Simon was forbidden. In the Appendix

Augustiniana many of the characteristics, which caused

offence with the theological establishment came together.

TOLAS

This censored copy from Louvain testifies to the work’s
POSTOLL

perceived danger. The censors wanted to prevent readers
from accessing the greater part of this book by tying it
together with a cord which was subsequently knotted and

sealed.

The censorship technique of tying pages together is
remarkable and has rarely survived as in this copy. Better
known is the practice of expurgating condemned passages

by inking them out. That the practice is not unique, how-

ever, can be deduced from another famous item preserved

in Louvain, a copy of the Collected Works of Erasmus
(Basle 1540-1541; Maurits Sabbe Library P N53-60/2,
previously owned by Cardinal Thomas-Philippe d’Alsace and kept in the Library of the Major

Seminary in Mechelen). Here, pages from several sections, including those containing the Collo-
quia (in vol. 1), bear traces of a similar treatment: all are pierced in a regular way in the top,
bottom and fore-edge margins. Interestingly, this copy of Erasmus had already been censored
before. A committee headed by the learned Spanish official Benito Arias Montano (1527-1598)
had used the work as a sample copy for other censors, indicating the passages to be blacked out.
On top of this, it seems, entire parts of the volumes were later stitched together.

In this copy of the Appendix Augustiniana, the historical treatises by Garnier can still be read.
The part which is inaccessible (everything from page 315 onwards) includes the commentaries of
Augustine’s ancient adversary, Pelagius, on the Epistles of Paul, and Erasmus’s critical evaluations
of Augustine’s works. It is understandable that works by Pelagius had been censored, since he was
long considered a heretic for his strong defence of the freedom of the human will. Yet, ironically,
the works included here as written by Pelagius were previously thought to be authored by Jerome.
Thus, as Le Clerc sardonically observed in his Preface, many had considered themselves true
Augustinians while they were in fact following the works of Pelagius.

In his own comments, Le Clerc did not spare Augustine either. Since Augustine lacked knowl-
edge of Greek and Hebrew and worked from an inferior text of the Scriptures, he often made
mistakes in his exegesis, Le Clerc argues, and generally did not succeed in clarifying obscure pas-
sages. Le Clerc also condemned Augustine’s actions as a Church leader, such as his espousal of
religious coercion in his conflict with the Donatists (as explained in Augustine’s letter 93), which
in later centuries had justified the most cruel abuses and persecutions. In Augustine’s thought,

moreover, Le Clerc criticized the strong presence of un-Scriptural reasoning, such as rhetorical,
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allegorical and metaphysical arguments. Augustine’s speculative ideas on the Trinity, for example,
did no justice to the plain language of the Bible, which simply spoke of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Ghost. These and similar criticisms provoked indignation from both Catholic and Prot-
estant sides. The Anglican theologian Robert Jenkin (ca. 1656-1727) came to Augustine’s defence
by systematically addressing Le Clerc’s points of criticism in his Defensio S. Augustini ... (pub-
lished anonymously, London 1707; second edition 1728). A few years later, the formidable Cath-
olic historian Ludovico Antonio Muratori (1672-1750) published pseudonymously his De mod-
eratione ingeniorum in religionis negotio (Paris 1714; repeatedly reprinted and translated)
addressing not only Le Clerc’s criticism of Augustine, but also exploring, more generally, the
benefits and limits of rational inquiry in the field of religion.

Provenance details in the preliminaries of this censored copy indicate that it previously
belonged to private owners, probably named Cuypers and Top, and to the Jesuit Colleges at
Groningen, Maastricht, and, finally, Nijmegen. It is unclear who were the censors who sealed
part of the book and precisely when they did so. Yet their action graphically shows how censor-
ship silenced not only the radical voices of the emerging Enlightenment, but equally the schol-

arship of the past centuries.

Arnoud S.Q. Visser

Lit.: Sommervogel 111, 1228-1232; IX, 398 (Garnier), D7C 6 (1920): 1160-1163; W.P.C. Knuttel, Verboden boeken
in de Republick der Vercenigde Nederlanden : Beredeneerde catalogus (The Hague: Nijhoff, 1914), 108, no. 370; M.-C.
Pitassi, “Jean Le Clerc éditeur des Peres malgré lui,” in Les Peres de ['Eglise au XVIF siécle (Paris: Cerf, 1993), 279-292
(Le Clerc’s own comments can also be found in Migne’s Patrologia Latina, vol. 47, col. 1971f.); K. Flasch, “Jean Leclerc
tiber Augustinus,” in Augustinus in der Neuzeit, ed. D. de Courcelles and K. Flasch (Turnhout: Brepols, 1996), 243-253;
Radical Enlightenment : Philosophy and the Making of Modernity 1650-1750 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001);
J. M. de Bujanda et al., eds., Index librorum prohibitorum 1600-1966 (Sherbrooke/Geneva: Droz, 2002), esp. 522-
523; Jonathan Israel, Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2006); Arnoud Visser, “Reading Augustine Through Erasmus’ Eyes: Humanist Scholarship and
Paratextual Guidance in the Wake of the Reformation,” Erasmus of Rotterdam Society Yearbook 28 (2008): 67-90;
M.-C. Pitassi, “Jean Le Clerc,” in The Oxford Guide to the Historical Reception of Augustine (forthcoming); Arnoud
Visser, “How Catholic was Augustine?: Confessional Patristics and the Survival of Erasmus in the Counter-Reforma-

tion,” Journal of Ecclesiastical History (forthcoming).
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