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Propositions relating to the dissertation

COOPERATION OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS IN PEACEKEEPING
OPERATIONS AND ISSUES OF INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

By Moritz Peter Moelle

The UN should stipulate an instrument prescribing in detail the dispositions of human rights
law applicable to peacekeeping operations similar to the Secretary-General’s Bulletin entitled
“Observance by United Nations forces of international humanitarian law”.

The UN and regional organisations should conclude agreements on the distribution of
responsibility for each peacekeeping operation in which they operate and cooperate. On a
wider scale, this issue raises the question of how to accommodate the interests and concerns
of troop-contributing countries.

The turmoil and armed fights in Mali, South Sudan and the Central African Republic are proof
of the need for the UN and regional organisations to increase their cooperation and their
capabilities in the field of conflict prevention.

The high amount of cooperation between international organisations in peacekeeping
operations requires the formulation of a specific criterion of attribution for the purpose of
holding the involved organisations jointly responsible for violations of international law
occurring during the deployment of the operation.

The fact that the international community is increasingly faced with problems transcending
national boundaries which can only be addressed adequately by a multitude of actors such as
states, international organisations, private entities through a variety of channels raises the
question if for the purpose of attributing conduct the reliance on control over a specific
conduct can still serve as a satisfactory criterion in the long-term perspective.

Syria and the Ukraine are recent examples that a blockade of the Security Council is still
possible and they challenge anew the legitimacy of the Security Council. Whereas concepts
such as humanitarian intervention and R2P have not been accepted yet under positive
international law, it could be argued that regional organisations may be entitled to intervene
militarily under a progressive interpretation of “enforcement action” in Article 53 (1) second
sentence of the UN Charter should the Security Council fail to act on its own.

The UN should provide more suitable fora for the settlement of claims of compensation in
peacekeeping operations. The amount of cases before national courts, e.g. regarding the
cholera epidemic in Haiti, also with regard to the equivalent protection doctrine as it was
developed by the European Court of Human Rights illustrate that the current system is
unsatisfactory.

The concepts of universalism and regionalism are obsolete in the field of the maintenance of
international peace and security and have been replaced by what one could call “cooperative
multilateralism”.

The changing nature of armed conflicts and the involvements of international organisations
necessitates that international humanitarian law is completely revised.



10. The collection of “Big Data” by governments and companies alike and their (financial)

exploitation is violating the core sphere of human rights of individuals and should be
regulated in an international convention.

11. All good things must come to an end (lekker is maar een vinger lang).
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