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8.1 INTRODUCTION 

8. Discussion

8.2. TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 OF  THE TEXTILES FROM THE   
 CEMETERIES

387. For an overview of the way gold thread has been used 
in embroideries see Owen Crocker 2004, 308-315. The use of 
gold thread in woven bands (gold-brocading) is discussed by 
Walton Rogers 2007, 96-97. For a detailed description of the 
gold thread in Maastricht see chapter 4 (section 4.5.2) and 
Brandenburgh 2015, 42-45.
388. Personal comment J. Kempkens of Restaura restaura-
tieatelier.
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 terpen 

8.2.3.1 Tabby weaves

389. Here traces of red and yellow were found but one could 
not tell whether these were derived from dyes or from the 
sediment in which the mitten had been excavated (analysis 
Instituut Collectie Nederland, 09-01-2009/1219).

8.2.3.2 2/2 twills

391. Bender Jørgensen 1991, 13.

393. 87 of the 2/2 twills were made out of wool, whereas it 

twills
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8.2.3.3 Other types of twill

8.2.3.4 Tablet weave

394. Brandenburgh 2010a, 60 (chapter 6).

8.2.3.5 Conclusions regarding the fabric types 
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397. Brandenburgh 2015, 46 (chapter 4).
398. Brandenburgh 2013, 134.
399. Chapter 5, (section 5.4). 400. Chapter 5, (section 5.4).

settlements. N=235. These textile remains will be 
discussed in section 8.8.

throughout the entire period.
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401. The graves from Rhenen have not been dated yet and 
the pieces from this site can therefore not be used for this 
purpose.

8.3 QUALITY OF THE TEXTILES FROM 
 THE CEMETERIES

8.3.1 Quality of textiles based on thread count
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-

405. These characteristics have not been documented con-
sistently in all cemeteries and the boundary between ‘regular’ 

Nevertheless it is noteworthy that regular textiles have been 
documented by the author far more often than irregular ones 
in all cemeteries.
406. Wells 2008, 68.



152

CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 

N
um

be
r o

f t
hr

ea
ds

/c
m

 Y
 

Number of threads/cm X 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 
N

um
be

r o
f t

hr
ea

ds
/c

m
 Y

 
Number of threads/cm X 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 

N
um

be
r o

f t
hr

ea
ds

/c
m

 Y
 

Number of threads/cm X 

0 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 

N
um

be
r o

f t
hr

ea
ds

/c
m

 Y
 

Number of threads/cm X 

2/2 diamond twill 2/2 twill  tabby 2/1 twill 

a

c

b

d

women’s graves 50 and 89.
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8.5c. Quality of textiles from Leusden, measured in threads/cm.
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graves 11341 and 10128.

found in graves 1, 26, 137 and 164 (sex unknown)
8.5g. Quality of textiles from Posterholt, measured in threads/cm.
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vittae
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8.4 RECONSTRUCTING BURIAL 
 GARMENTS
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Tracht or Fibeltracht

409. Hägg 1983, 334.
Fig. 8.11. Quality of the sixth century (a) and seventh 

Lent-Lentseveld, Leusden, Posterholt, Maastricht-
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412. Martin 1991, 652-654.
413. Martin 1991, 639.

2012. 415. Bartel 2003.
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1997.
417. Walton Rogers 2007. Other examples have been recently 

8.4.1.1 Women’s clothing

419. Owen-Crocker 2004, 42-54.
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-

421. Owen-Crocker 2004, 52, 56-57. No evidence for this has 
been documented in the Netherlands yet.

 

423. Walton Rogers 2007, 151.

Fig. 8.13 Reconstruction of the peplos-gown of the 
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for various reconstructions of the dress associated with the 
.

 

-

the shoulders, associated with the peplos gown, are char-

sixth century the t is dominant with two small 
brooches at the chest and two large bow brooches at the 
waist. From 555-585 the two brooches at the chest are slowly 
reduced to one brooch. In this same period the two bow 
brooches that were previously positioned at the waist are now 

this is a dress type with only two small brooches at the chest. 
From the end of the sixth century the pair of bow brooches at 

brooch at the chest.
427. Undergarments are not visible on the images from this 
period but are mentioned in several contemporary literary 
sources and have frequently been found in the archaeological 
record.
428. Owen-Crocker 2004, 162.

Fig. 8.14 Reconstruction of the . 
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8.4.1.2 Men’s clothing

 The 

430. Mannering 2008, 62.

432. Hägg 1983, 334.

1996, 192.

 

 

76-80.

onwards

439. Historical sources state that fur was a sign of wealth/
luxury (Owen Crocker 2004, 182)
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8.4.1.3 Headwear for men and women

440. Crowfoot 1983, 415.
-

ings Brandenburgh 2012c, 36-45 (chapter 7).
442. Walton Rogers 2007, 162-63.

 

445. Brandenburgh 2012, 32-36.
446. Owen-Crocker 2004, 157-159.
447. Brandenburgh 2012c (chapter 7).
448. Owen-Crocker 2004, 159.
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Schleiergewebe 

 

449. Magoula 2008, 99-100.
450. Magoula 2008, 136-137.
451. Brandenburgh 2010, 63.
452. Walton Rogers 2007, 68.

see Hägg 1991, 164-165.

8.4.2.1 Textiles associated with the lower body (of 
both men and women)456 

established the paragraphs below give a generalised overview 

both men and women. Where possible individual cases of men 
or women are mentioned.s
457. Findnumber 29-03-07, dated to the period 460/80-725 

459. The twill has been removed during restoration, no details 
regarding the twill were documented.

670/80.



166

CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN

8.4.2.2 Textiles associated with the belt

461. Brandenburgh 2015 (chapter 4, section 4.5.5.2).

Fig. 8.17a. The quality of the different types of textiles 
associated with strap ends, measured in threads/cm.
Fig. 8.17b. Quality of the fabrics found on the back of 
the strap ends, measured in threads/cm. 
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Banck-Burgess summarises the use and distribution of rip-

the outside of belt parts and (based on the many folds in the 
surviving textiles) concludes that these fabrics represent wide 
mantles (Banck-Burgess 2003).

465. Findnumber 556.1, grave 10332, sex unknown, 565-

the belt and partly folded over it.
466. Findnumber 60.1, grave 10042, sex unknown, 565-

0.2mm thin threads,16x12 threads/cm. The sex of the person 

467. Findnumber 1473, grave 105, sex unknown, 610/20-
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469. Findnumber 30-03-06.2, sex unknown, dated in the 
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Fig.8.18a. Textiles present on the back of belt parts 
(worn under the belt) from the cemetery of Rhenen.
Fig.8.18b. Textiles present on the front of belt parts 
(worn over or under the belt) from the cemetery of 
Rhenen.

-
known, 610- >640) and woman’s grave 235 ((450)500-555).
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8.4.2.3 Textiles associated with brooches

footnotes has only in the case of Lent-Lentseveld been based 
on human remains. In all other cases we are dealing with 

dress accessories. In a small amount of burials the type and 471. For a detailed description of the textiles associated with 

(section 5.5.3.3).
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 The 

472. Findnumber 466.7 from grave 11342 (woman, 510/25-

 

Schleiergewebe

Schleiergewebe 

 

473. The brooch from grave 11220 is one of a pair of bow-
brooches, found in the area of the hip. The brooch from grave 
11321 is one of a pair of small round brooches worn on the 
chest. Brooch 466 is a single brooch in grave 11342 whose 
location in the grave is not clear.

equally thin threads but even fewer threads/cm (Branden-
burgh 2010a, 63).
475. Hägg 1991, 272.

640/50. This fabric is woven out of 0.2mm thick threads with 
25x13 threads/cm.
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8.4.2.4 Textiles associated with women’s headwear

vitta
 

may

477. Findnumber 418-6 in grave 11321, sex unknown, 
510/20-580/90, documented in Magoula 2008, appendix 1, 
12.

Fig. 8.19 Reconstructions of veils decorated with a golden band (left) or in combination with a gold-braided 
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Fig. 8.20 Women’s dress with or without neck aperture (middle) alternative reconstruction of women’s dress with 
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vittae

8.5 COVERING OBJECTS IN THE   
 GRAVES 

478. Only the cemetery of Rhenen yielded two pieces of 
tablet woven band. One of these was attached to a leather 
strap while the other was attached to chain links that were 
probably hanging from the belt. The tablet woven border may 
represent a reinforced hem of a cloak.

479. Banck-Burgess 1999, 18-23.
480. Banck-Burgess 1999, 24-25.

z/z (12-14x10-12 threads/cm).
482. Möller-Wiering 2011, 127-128.

484. Bartel 2003.

487. Williams 2005, 209.
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 The 

Site Tabby z/s or 
other

Tabby 
z/z

2/2 
twill 
z/s

2/2 
twill 
z/z

2/2 twill 
spinpattern

Diamond 
twill

2/1 
twill 
z/s

2/1 
twill 
z/z

3/1 twil 
z/z

indet

1 1

1 1 1 1

1

1

1 1 1

1 1 1

11 1

Table 8.1 Textiles types associated with weapons.
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Fig. 8.21c. The quality of the different fabric types associated with weapons from the cemetery of Rhenen, measured 
in threads/cm. 



176

CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN

8.6 MATTRESSES, PILLOWS AND 
 OTHER MATERIALS ON THE 
 BOTTOM OF THE GRAVE

 These 

 These 

490. Ingstad 2006, 208.

493. Hägg 1991, 191-195, 271.

495. Walton Rogers 2007, 225-226.

been documented where textiles were present. The author did 
-

ment straw. The results presented here are therefore to be 
considered anecdotal.

-

 

498. Brandenburgh 2013, 136.

500. Brandenburgh 2010a, 72.
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8.7 GENDER AND AGE 
 DIFFERENTIATION IN BURIAL 
 TEXTILES501

501. This paragraph is based on the different sections 
discussed in several articles: Brandenburgh 2012a, 131-

-
ity could not be discerned within this dataset. Because of the 
fact that only a small percentage of the textiles has survived 
and most graves contained only one or two fragments of 
textiles it proved futile to attempt to search for high status 
burials within the cemetery by looking for graves that stand 
out by the high quality of their textiles. In the cemetery of 

only conclude that graves with rich grave goods do not always 
have rich textiles, and vice versa: there are many graves with 
rich textiles that do not have rich grave goods (Brandenburgh 
2010b, 127).
502. Hägg 1993, 86-89. 503. Hägg 1993, 86-89.
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Fig. 8.23a. Quality of the textiles associated with women in the cemetery of Rhenen, measured in threads/cm.
Fig. 8.23b. Quality of the textiles associated with men in the cemetery of Rhenen, measured in threads/cm.
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8.8 TEXTILES FROM THE  
 SETTLEMENTS

 

505. Brandenburgh 2013, 136.
506. Brandenburgh 2010a, 72-74.
507. In settlements textiles are generally coarser than 12 
threads/cm. Brandenburgh 2010a, 62-63.
508. Bender Jørgensen 1992, 49.

Schleiergewebe

 

509. Hägg 1991, 272.
510. Brandenburgh 2010a, 66-72.
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8.9 DISCUSSION

511. In general we can consider the people buried in these 
cemeteries as the members of a rural population whose social 
and cultural horizon may have extended beyond the region. 
Theuws 2014, 6.
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 The sites 

513. Walton Rogers pointed out that in Britain there is a 

ending with an increase of tabbies (linen, z/z) in the seventh 
century. Tabby became the most popular fabric type in this 
later phase (50%) whereas twills (z/s in this phase) consti-
tuted only 37%. Walton Rogers 2007, 104-105.
514.Walton Rogers explains the detailed chronology in Britain 
as a result of three separate phenomena: a disappearance of 
twill z/s at the end of the Roman period and a reintroduction 
of this fabric at the end of the sixth century, an increase in 
the use of linen fabrics (that tend to have been made in tabby 
z/z) and a trend towards using wool predominantly in z/s 
twills. These are all aspects of textile production that are not 
easily explained in terms of one textile tradition.
515. Bender Jørgensen 1991, 23.

-
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-
ingian Germany.

Schleiergewebes 




