
Unveiling parenting in Yemen : a study on maternal parenting practices
in slums in Yemen
Alsarhi, K.M.H.

Citation
Alsarhi, K. M. H. (2020, January 21). Unveiling parenting in Yemen : a study on maternal
parenting practices in slums in Yemen. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/83301
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/83301
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/83301


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/83301 holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation. 
 
Author: Alsarhi, K. 
Title: Unveiling parenting in Yemen : a study on maternal parenting practices in slums in 
Yemen 
Issue Date: 2020-01-21 
 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/83301
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


145

Acknowledgments

 Four years that felt like being on a roller coaster of life-changing events but 
unbelievably I have made it to this big moment, my defense! This step would not have 
been possible without the people who held my hands to support, guide, comfort and lift 
me when the load was too much. I would like to first thank my data collection assistant, 
Bushra AlKhulaidi. Her enthusiasm, energy, out-of-the-box ideas, not only made data 
collection possible but also successful. Bushra, without your belief in yourself and your 
impressive professional capabilities, this dissertation would not have been done. Thank 
you Bushra for all your hard work, patience, dedication and love for this project. I would 
like to also thank the participants in this study, as I know how hard it is to say yes to a 
camera in their own private space in a culture where women are taught to shy away from 
being photographed or – even more difficult – from being filmed.  
 Next, I would like to thank my colleague and friend Rahma for all her support 
and help in my academic learning journey. Rahma, Your patience, care, and guidance 
made this study achievable.  I would also like to thank all my friends who supported 
me during this phase. Thank you Teresa for your presence that gave me strength. Your 
friendship has elevated me during my difficult moments and doubts. Thank you to all my 
other friends; Monica Fritz, Claudia Werner, Ute Grabowsky, Karin Roeske & Thomas 
Engelhardt, Suad Almarani, Sawsan Alademy, Alehandra Mahiques, Karène Sanches, 
Harriet Impey, Taghred Alaboudi, Hisham Alhaidari, and Ivana Costa who were there 
for me through good and bad times. And finally I would like to heartily thank my family 
in the Netherlands, Hans Blom & Mariam Blom Marks, Jaqueline & Albert  Zuurbier, 
and Nora Alshabanat , whose love, support and guidance were with me throughout this 
journey. I know I would have fallen down, if you were not standing beside me.  
 Furthermore, I would like to thank my supervisors Judi Mesman and Lenneke 
Alink for their belief in me and always showing me the way when I felt confused. Your 
informal and yet clear guidance and support have made my learning journey enjoyable, 
doable and fruitful. Thank you Mariëlle Prevoo for being the base to rely on for what-
ever issue I had, be it professional or personal. Thank you Doreen Arnoldus for your 
encouragement throughout the four years. Thanks Gea and Esther for all yourprofes-
sional support. And special thanks go to Hester Bergsma and Myrthe van Hooidonk for 
managing my scholarship very smoothly and efficiently. 

77



146

Last but not least, my deepest thanks go to my parents without whom my wings would 
not have spread out. My sisters and brothers who never gave up on me and always 
reminded me that I can spread my wings and get my PhD even in the hardest circum-
stances. Thank you my dear siblings (I am sorry I cannot mention you by name because 
the list of 17 sibling is long). And finally a warm thank you for my children Hamzah 
and Elias for being the angels in my life and the main motivation to achieve even more. 



147

Curriculum Vita

Khadija Alsarhi was born on November 29th 1973 in Sanaá, Yemen. Khadija obtained 
her bachelor degree from the English language department at Sanaá University. In 2000 
Khadija was granted the UK government’s Chevening international award to complete 
her master degree in Adult Education, Literacy and Community-based Development at 
Manchester University. Afterwards, Khadija worked as a project manager for education-
al and training projects working with children. In 2004, Khadija received the Humphrey 
mid-career development scholarship at MIT on coaching and training. From 2005 until 
2008, Khadija worked for the British Council as their youth and science regional project 
manager, and later as the Assistant Director for the British council office in Yemen. Be-
tween 2008 and 2015 Khadija worked as a freelance consultant for projects that worked 
with women and children in Yemen, the Middle East and North Africa. In 2015 Khadija 
received a  PhD scholarship from the ministry of foreign Affairs: the Netherlands Fel-
lowship Program (NFP) to conduct research on maternal parenting in slums in Yemen at 
the Center for Child and Family Studies of Leiden University. This dissertation presents 
the results of her research project. 

77



148

Publications

Alsarhi, K., Prevoo, M.J.L.,  Alink, L.R.A,& Mesman, J. (2019). Maternal Harsh 
Physical Parenting and Behavioral Problems in Children in Religious Families in 
Yemen. International journal of environmental research and public health, 16(9), 
1485.

Manuscript submitted for publication:

Alsarhi, K., Rahma, Prevoo, M.J.L., Alink, L.R. A, & Mesman, J. (2019). Observing 
Sensitivity in Slums in Yemen: The veiled challenge. Attachment & human 
development.

Rahma, Alsarhi, K., Prevoo, M.J.L., Alink, L.R. A, & Mesman, J. (2019). Predictors of 
Sensitive Parenting in Urban Slums in Makassar, Indonesia. Attachment & human 
development.


