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CHAPTER 5

Historical phonology and subgroupings

5.1 Introduction

This chapter presents a historical perspective of the Flores-Lembata phon-
ology with the aim of reconstructing PFL phonemes and the establishment
of shared innovations that support the five Flores-Lembata subgroups, as
shown in Figure 5.1. The present study is the first attempt to establish the
internal structure of the Flores-Lembata family based on exclusively shared
sound changes, taking into account languages of all five subgroups in this
family. As higher-level subgroups within Malayo-Polynesian are still debated
(cf. §1.3.1 for more details), only a thorough bottom-up reconstruction can
finally reveal the higher-level subgroups within the Malayo-Polynesian fam-
ily. This chapter on historical phonology in the Flores-Lembata languages is
a contribution to this endeavour.
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172 5.1. Introduction

Figure 5.1: Genealogical classification of the Flores-Lembata languages

Austronesian

Malayo-Polynesian

\ e

Central-Eastern-Malayo-Polynesian (?)

Central Timor Timor-Babar Bima-Lembata

Bima  Sumba-Hawu Flores-Lembata West-Central Flores (?)

Central Flores

Kedang Eastern Lamaholot Central Lamaholot WesternLamaholot  Sika

/\...

Central Lembata Alorese .. Hewa

I show in this chapter that the five Flores-Lembata subgroups are supported
by exclusively shared sound changes and lexical innovations (cf. §5.3) and
that there is no clear evidence for mid-level subgroups within the Flores-
Lembata family (cf. §5.3.2). Evidence for Flores-Lembata as a subgroup is
provided in §5.4 and evidence for a Bima-Lembata subgroup as an imme-
diate ancestor of Flores-Lembata in §5.5. Evidence for the potential sister
subgroups of Flores-Lembata and Bima-Lembata are not within the scope
of this dissertation.

All three Lamaholot subgroups are internally diverse, and within each
of these groups we can identify several languages. Some of these languages
undergo further regular sound changes, such as PFL *s > h. However, these
sound changes are not subgroup-defining, as they are very common changes
that appear to have diffused between the languages. Sika and Kedang, in
contrast, do not contain as much internal diversity. No further regular sound
changes are attested on lower levels, with the exception of possible merger
of final n and » in western Sika varieties.

The internal structure of Flores-Lembata presented in Figure 5.1 above
is in line with previous research by Fernandez (1996:174) who establishes a
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Flores-Lembata subgroup (named Flores Timur) with three primary bran-
ches Sika, Lamaholot (i. e. Western Lamaholot) and Kedang. In contrast to
Fernandez and the proposal here, Doyle (2010:30) groups Sika and Lamaho-
lot (i. e. Western Lamaholot) together as a subgroup within Flores-Lembata.
Previous subgroupings neither included Eastern Lamaholot nor Central La-
maholot varieties.

In addition to the subgrouping works by Fernandez and Doyle, a lex-
icostatistic analysis has been carried out by Keraf (1978a) with a focus on
Lamaholot, but also including one Sika and one Kedang variety. Thus this
work also takes into account varieties from all subgroups of Flores-Lembata
but uses a different method, namely lexicostatistics, while the present study
is based on shared innovations in form of sound changes. Based on 33 Lama-
holot wordlists with 200 basic vocabulary items, Keraf’s work distinguishes
the three main groups of Lamaholot, which each share 55% of lexical simil-
arity: Western Lamaholot, Central Lamaholot and Eastern Lamaholot (Keraf
1978a:Appendix VI). Keraf's work also shows that the Lamaholot subgroups
are lexically closer to each other (55% lexical similarity) than to the other
languages of Flores-Lembata, Sika and Kedang which only share about 30%
of their vocabulary with the Lamaholot varieties. Elias (2017a) uses Keraf’s
lexical data to apply the comparative method (Campbell and Poser 2008)
and historical glottometry (Francois and Kalyan 2018), with the aim of ex-
amining the internal subgrouping of the Lamaholot dialect chain. His find-
ings of shared innovations also confirmed the main groupings into Western,
Central and Eastern Lamaholot.

Table 5.1 and 5.2 show all sets of non-identical consonantal sound cor-
respondences that are attested in the family of Flores-Lembata, following a
top-down approach from PMP consonants. Other PMP consonants are re-
tained unchanged in the Flores-Lembata languages. Some exceptions oc-
cur in final position. Two reflexes separated by a slash point to an uncondi-
tioned split, a split determined by the phonological environment or a split
between two different varieties within the subgroup. Details on these splits
are provided in the respective subsections.
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Table 5.1: PMP obstruents and their non-identical reflexes

PFL |*k  *@ */@ *s *h *b *v *d i
Env. | # VV  #VL

SK ? 10 0 h h b v r r l g
WL | & 710 P10 KO RO b v d r lr g
CL |k 7 g s g b v d d3 llr g
EL 10 P10 ?l0  h h b v d r llr g
KD |7 ?l0 P10 hlO hl® b v d rlylo [ k

PMP *k [k], *q [q], *h [h], *s [s], *b [b], *d [d], "z [d3]/[x}], ] [8]/[¥]/[¢]]

Table 5.2: PMP non-obstruents and their non-identical reflexes

PMP  *y  *R ‘*y

Env. # V.V
PFL *n *pn *r %y

SK n n ro yli
KD n p r ylile
CL n p r o yldy
WL n 1p 7 yldz
EL non ro ]
PMP *1 [g], "R [r], "y [j]

The chapter is structured as follows. In §5.2, I establish regular sound corres-
pondences between Flores-Lembata lexical items that go back to Proto-Ma-
layo-Polynesian (PMP) reconstructions. That the sound correspondences in
these lexical items are mostly regular is a sign for inheritance from a com-
mon ancestor (Campbell and Poser 2008:172). This means that the Flores-
Lembata languages descend from PMP and ultimately from Proto-Austro-
nesian. PMP is taken as a point of reference as this is the ancestor of all
Austronesian languages that are found outside of the island Taiwan and
because a large amount of reconstructions are available for PMP in Blust
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and Trussel (2010). All PMP reconstructions in this dissertation are taken
from this source (cf. §4.2). In §5.3, I provide evidence for the lowest level
subgroups within the Flores-Lembata family (§5.3.1), but I also show that
there is little evidence for mid-level groups within the Flores-Lembata fam-
ily (§5.3.2).In §5.4, I provide evidence for Flores-Lembata as an innovation-
defined subgroup. In addition, in §5.5, I show that Flores-Lembata is part
of a bigger Bima-Lembata subgroup encompassing also languages of Bima,
Sumba and Western and Central Flores.

5.2 Reflexes of PMP sounds

5.2.1 PMP voiceless stops *p, *t, *k and *q

5.2.1.1 Initial and intervocalic position

The Proto-Malayo-Polynesian (PMP) root-initial and intervocalic voiceless
stops are relatively well-preserved in all languages of Flores-Lembata, ex-
cept for PMP *q which changed into a glottal stop in Proto-Flores-Lembata
(PFL) or earlier. For a discussion on root-final stops see §5.2.1.3. Table 5.3
shows the PMP voiceless stops with their reflexes in Flores-Lembata. Cent-
ral Lamaholot and Western Lamaholot prove to be most conservative in this
respect because these languages not only retain PMP *p and *t but also *k.
In Sika, Kedang and Eastern Lamaholot, there is a sound change from PMP
*k > ?/0. PMP *q s reflected as ? or @ in all Flores-Lembata languages. Cent-
ral Lamaholot is the only language that subsequently lost ? completely, thus
does not show any reflex of PMP *q.
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Table 5.3: Reflexes of PMP voiceless stops *p, *t, *k and *q

Env. #_ V.v #_ V.v # V.v # V.V
PMP *p_ *_p_ *t_ *_t_ *k_ *_k_ *q_ *_q_
PFL - Fp- - Rt *k- k- - *-2-
SK p p t t o7 o7
WL p p t t k k ’l0 0
CL p p t t k k 0 0
EL [..] p t t 0 ? 0 0
KD p p t t 710 710 710 0

Below I present cognate sets with regular reflexes of PMP voiceless stops
in the languages of Flores-Lembata. Table 5.4 and 5.5 provide examples of
reflexes of PMP *p in the languages of Flores-Lembata. The PMP stop *p is
regularly reflected as p in all languages of Flores-Lembata for which data is
attested. For Eastern Lamaholot, there is no data for reflexes of initial PMP

*

p-.
Table 5.4: Reflexes of initial PMP *p-

PMP *pitu  *palu  *pusoj *sa-pa-puluq *piliq
PFL *pitu  *palu-k  *puser *s-pulu *pili?
SK pitu - puher pulu (?) livi
WL (tw1) pito - ka|puhur  pulo pile?
CL(kk)  pito palulk  ko|pusar  s|pulo pili
EL [..] [...] [-..] [..] [-.]
KD pitu palu|?  puhe: pulu pil

‘seven’ ‘hit’ ‘navel’ ‘ten’ ‘choose’
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Table 5.5: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-p-

PMP *hapuy *sapu *apa *ipan *ma-kapal *kiput

PFL *api *hapu *apa *ipa- *m-kapal *kiput

SK api hapus apa - apar -

WL (LML) ape hapu - ipd - -

WL (DL) ape - - ipa - kipu?

WL (ms) ape hapo apai - gapal kupo?

CL(rt) apelru apu|dza - - - -

CL(LrR)  apelr - apoi  pai - k<an>ipot|an

EL ape hapu  ape  ipe - -

KD api - ape - kapal ipe?
‘fire’ ‘wipe’  ‘what’ ‘teeth’ ‘thick’ ‘narrow’

Table 5.6 provides cognate sets that show the regular reflexes of PMP *t.
In initial and intervocalic position, PMP *t is regularly reflected as ¢ in all
Flores-Lembata languages. In Kedang va? ‘stone’ < PMP *batu in Table 5.6,
the final syllable is lost. Therefore, the reflex of intervocalic PMP *t appears
now in final position which causes the change of PMP *t > ? which is regular
in Kedang in final position (cf. §5.2.1.3).

Table 5.6: Reflexes of initial and intervocalic PMP *t

PMP *talih *tanis *qa-taluR *batu  *m-atay *qutin

PFL *tali  *tani  *tolur *vatu  *matay *uti

SK tali tani talo|n vatu mate uti

WL (L1) tale tanin  telu vato mata -

WL (AD) tale? tani  telulk vato mata: ute

CL (xx) tali - talulk vatu matads  uti

EL tale tani tali vato mata [-.]

KD - - tolor va? mate vuti
‘rope’  ‘cry’ ‘egg’ ‘stone’  ‘die’ ‘penis’

Table 5.7 and 5.8 show cognate sets containing reflexes of PMP *k. Sika has
changed PMP *k > 7 in all positions. In initial position, a few instances of
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loss of PMP *k are observed but they may relate to transcriptions issues as
not all researchers consistently transcribed initial glottal stops. Also in Ke-
dang and Eastern Lamaholot, PMP *k > ? or @. This change of PFL *k > ?
in Sika, Kedang and Eastern Lamaholot is not entirely complete, there are
sporadic retentions of PFL *k with the reflex k. Central Lamaholot and West-
ern Lamaholot always retain PMP *k as k. The Lamaholot reflexes of PMP
*aku in Table 5.8 have an irregular initial g and also the Kedang form con-
tains irregular vowel changes. For a discussion of these forms see §6.2.4.

Table 5.7: Reflexes of initial PMP *k-

PMP *kutu *kahiw *kaon®  *kami *kulit
PFL *kutu *kayu *kaan *kami *kulit
SK Putu Pai Paa Pami Pulit
WL (Lwr)  kuto kadszo kaa kame kulit
CL (KK) kutu kadsu kaa kame -

EL [-..] - aa ame ulit|a
KD Putu Pai aa (k)e: -

eadlice ree; Wwoo .ea . skin’
‘headlice’ ‘t d  ‘Spr.eat’ ‘IpL.ExcL’ ‘skin’

 The original transcriptions of the reflexes in this set contained single vowels.

Table 5.8: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-k-

PMP *ikuR *hikan *takaw *aku
PFL *ikur *ikan *t<om>akav *aku
SK iur i’an ? to?i aru
WL (LI) iku?|un ikan tomaka ? gor
WL (LML) iku ika [-..] ?gole
CL ikur ikan takay ? go|ne
EL (P i7d [-.] ? go|7e
KD - i’a maro ?2ell
‘tail’ ‘fish’ ‘steal’ ‘1sG’

Table 5.9 and 5.10 provide cognate sets with reflexes of PMP *q. The reflex
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of PMP *q is either zero or a glottal stop in the languages of Flores-Lembata.
I suggest that PMP *q regularly changed into glottal stop in PFL or even
earlier. Subsequently, this glottal stop was lost on an irregular basis in the
daughterlanguages. The irregular pattern between zero and glottal stop may

to a certain extent result from transcription issues, especially in initial and
final position. Researchers may not always have distinguished an onsetless
syllable from a syllable with an initial glottal stop. Central Lamaholot has
lost glottal stops completely, so all reflexes of PFL *? < PMP *q are zero.

Table 5.9: Reflexes of initial PMP *q-

PMP *gapuR  *quzan *qabu *quma *quay
PFL *Papur  *udan  *ka-?avu  *uma *uay
SK Papur uran avu uma ue
WL (aD)  Papu? Puran ka|Pavulk  ma Pua
WL (Lw1)  apu? urang ka|Pavu man uvay|an
CL apur udsan  kl|avolk - uads
EL [..] ura [..] [..] [...]
KD apur uya ava|? ? lumar vua vei
lime’ ‘rain’ ‘ash’ ‘gardenfield’  ‘rattan’

Table 5.10: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-q-

PMP *ma-paqit *taqi *waqay
PFL *m-pa?it  *ta?i *va?i
SK ba?it tafi vari
WL (AD) pait tae -
WL (MS)  pai? tain -
CL pait tai -
KD peir - -
‘bitter’ ‘excrements’ ‘foot; leg’

The PMP stop *q isreflected as 7 or zero in the languages of Flores-Lembata.
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Therefore, I reconstruct PFL *? in all positions as a reflex of PMP *q. How-
ever, if only WL-Adonara shows a ? as a potential reflex of PMP *q, I do not
reconstruct it to PFL because WL-Adonara seems to insert glottal stops be-
fore every initial vowel. The alternation between zero and glottal stop in
the reflexes in Sika, Western Lamaholot, Eastern Lamaholot and Kedang ap-
pears to be irregular with zero being the norm and glottal stop the exception.
For Sika, there is an apparent regularity which favours glottal stop in inter-
vocalic position and zero in initial position for reflexes of PMP *q.

5.2.1.2 Initial stops with PMP *ma-

There are instances of PFL *m directly preceding root-initial stops. In most
cases this initial *m goes back to the PMP stative prefix *ma-. As all words
that reflect PMP *ma- are stative concepts in the languages of Flores-Lem-
bata, it is likely that the function of the initial *m in PFL was still retained
as marking stative. In the modern languages this initial *“m has merged with
the following consonant in different ways. In the Sika reflex nau? ‘tinea, the
prefix appears to be lost. Table 5.11 provides examples of reflexes of PFL *m-

P:

Table 5.11: Reflexes of initial PMP *ma-p

PMP *ma-paqit  *ma-penuq  *ma-paju = *panaw
PFL *m-pa?it *m-panu *m-padu *m-panau
SK barit banu baru nau?
WL (AD) pait pano paro manao
WL (Lw1)  pailk manuly paro mau
CL pait monulk padsu -
KD peir penu peyu -

‘bitter’ ‘full’ ‘salty’ ‘tinea’

In Sika, the merging of PFL *m-p resulted in voicing of the initial conson-
ant and dropping of initial *m, thus PFL *m-p > Sika b. In the Central and
Western Lamaholot data, either the nasal or the stop was kept and the other
was dropped completely. This apparent irregularity of keeping either the
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nasal or the stop in Central and Western Lamaholot is most likely related to
two functionally different forms of many property nouns that are attested
in Lamaholot varieties: a base form and a derived form (cf. §8.3.3.2). In the
table, the reflexes of words denoting property (‘adjectival’) concepts, such
as ‘bitter, ‘full’ and ‘salty’, are either given in their base form, with the initial
p going back to a form without prefix, or in their derived form, with initial
m going back to a form with prefix *m- that replaced the initial p, thus PFL
*m-p > m. The change of PFL *m-p > m appears to be regular, as it is also at-
tested in the reflexes of PFL *m-panaw where PFL *m-p > WL m. In addition,
to interpret the CL and WL forms with initial m as derived property nouns
is supported by the initial presence of additional final consonants that are
related to derivational processes -k and -» (cf. §3.3.6.1).

The same development is observed in reflexes of PFL *m-t given in Table
5.12. In Sika *m-t is reflected as d. In the other languages either ¢ or m is
retained. In Kedang, sporadic voicing of the consonant occasionally occurs,
such as in PFL *m-tidom > Kedang deye? ‘sharp’.

Table 5.12: Reflexes of initial PMP *ma-t

PMP *ma-tasak *mantalaq ‘Venus’ *ma-tuquR *ma-tuqah *tazim ‘whet’

PFL *m-tasak *matala *m-tu?ur *m-tu?a *m-tidom

SK daha? dala durur dura|n diran

WL tahak pa|tala tu?ulk t<en>ute -

CL tasak - - tua -

EL [..] mala - [...] -

KD ta’en male tala ? turi [roka] tua deye?
‘ripe’ ‘star’ ‘dry’ ‘old’ ‘sharp’

Reflexes of PMP *ma-k and *ma-q are given in Table 5.13. For PMP *ma-k, the
loss of the prefix is observed in Sika, while in WL-Alorese, it is merged with
the initial consonant resulting in g. The Kedang form kapal could be a result
of PMP *ma-k > g > k. The first change is the same as attested in Alorese and
the change of *g > £ is regular in Kedang (cf. §5.2.1.1). In reflexes of *ma-q,
the m of the prefix is retained while the stop is lost. There is no evidence
to reconstruct a reflex of initial PMP *q to PFL for the words starting with a
reflex of *ma-q.
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Table 5.13: Reflexes of initial PMP *ma-k and *ma-q

PMP *ma-kapal *ma-qitom *ma-qudip
PFL *m-kapal  *mitom *modip
SK Papar mitan more|t
WL (AL)  gapal miten morilk
WL (Lwi) - mitan mori
CL - mitam mod3ip
EL - mitd mori
KD kapal miten ‘black; dirty’ -
‘thick’ ‘black’ ‘alive’

5.2.1.3 Final stops PMP *p, *t, *k and *q

Sika and Kedang change PMP *-k > -? and PMP *-q becomes 7 or @ in PFL.
The conditioning of the split of PMP *-q > 7/ remains unclear. Further, PFL
*-? (< PMP *-q) is sporadically lost in most FL languages and lost completely
in Central Lamaholot. In addition to the sound changes already observed for
initial and medial position, Kedang changes final PMP *t > 7, while initial
and intervocalic PMP *t is retained in Kedang. Alorese loses all final con-
sonants, except for the sporadic retention of k. Central Lamaholot retains
all final consonants unchanged except for PMP *-q which is lost. Further,
sporadic loss of final consonants is attested in all Flores-Lembata languages.
In Western Lamaholot, the consonant is also sporadically changed into glot-
tal stop instead of being lost completely.
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Table 5.14: Reflexes of final PMP *-p, *-t, *-k and *-q

PMP p -t *-k *-q
PFL p ot *k  */0
SK tlo  ?lo 7?0

0
WL plO t[?]10 k[?]0 ?|0
WL (aL) 0 0 kI?l0 0
p
7
[

CL t k 0
EL t/0 P10 [...]
KD ] 710 ? 710

The evidence for reflexes of final PMP *-p is scarce as only one cognate set,
given in Table 5.15 could be found. The Sika reflex more|t ‘alive’ most likely
contains an attributive suffix (cf. §8.3.3.1).

Table 5.15: Reflexes of final PMP *-p

PMP *ma-qudip
PFL *modip
SK morel|t

WL (Lw1)  mori
WL (ko)  morip

CL modzip
EL mori
KD -

‘alive’

Table 5.16 lists examples of cognate sets reflecting final PMP *t. There is a
regular change of final PMP *t > ? in Kedang.
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Table 5.16: Reflexes of final PMP *-t

PMP *Ramut *lipat *ma-paqit *ma-baRoaqat *kulit

PFL *ramut  *lopat *m-pa?it  *borat *kulit

SK ramut  lapet  ba?it barat Pulit

WL (tw1) ramu lapalk  pailk bara kuli

WL (AD) Pamut  lopat  pait ba?at -

WL (mS) ramulk  lope?  pai? ba? kulilk

CL ramut  lapat  pait barat -

EL ramut|d  |[..] [-] bora ulita

KD ramu?  lepi?  peir bara? -
‘root’ ‘fold”  ‘bitter’ ‘heavy’ ‘skin’

Table 5.17 lists reflexes of PMP final *k. PMP *k regularly changes into glot-
tal stop in Sika, Kedang and Eastern Lamaholot. Sporadic PMP *k > ? is at-
tested in final position in Western Lamaholot and sporadic loss of final *k is
attested in all languages, except for Central Lamaholot. The Sika form anak
‘small’ appears to retain an irregular final k. However, the final & could also
be a suffix found on property nouns (cf. §8.3.3).

Table 5.17: Reflexes of final PMP *-k

PMP *manuk *anak ? *toboak

PFL *manuk *anak *tubak

SK manur anak -

WL (AD) manuk Pana? -

WL (Lw1) manu anar -

CL manuk anak tubak

EL manur ana tuba

KD manur anar tuba?
‘chicken; bird’ ‘child; small’ ‘stab’

Table 5.18 provides reflexes of PMP *q in final position. For some words, es-

pecially those expressing properties, no reflex of final PMP *q can be recon-
structed to PFL. An example is PFL *doa ‘far; long’ (< PMP *zauq). For other
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words, final PMP *q is reflected as 7 in PFL and retained as such in Sika and
Kedang.

Table 5.18: Reflexes of final PMP *-q

PMP *zauq *mamaq *budaq  *budaq *salaq

PFL *doa *mama? *buda?  *vuda *sala

SK - marma?  bura? vura|n hala

WL (AD)  doa - bura? vurha nlala

WL (MmS)  doalp mame buralk ?buralp  hala|y

CL doa mamo|t  budzalk pajvudsa  s<n>alalk

EL doa [...] buré [..] [-]

KD doa mame? buya? vura|n -
‘far;long’  ‘chew’ ‘white’ ‘foam’ ‘wrong’

In many cases, the final consonant appears to be replaced by a suffix, such
as-k,-nor-n (cf. §3.3.6.2 and §8.3.3). However, synchronically these suffixes
are often interpreted as part of the root and thus can be regarded as fossil-
ised. The final ¢ in the Central Lamaholot verb mamot ‘chew’ in Table 5.18
remains unexplained. There is a suffix -¢ attested on property nouns, such
as in Sika moret ‘alive’ (cf. Table 5.15) but as ‘chew’ is a verb, no such suffix is
expected.

5.2.2 PMP voiced obstruents *b, *d, *z, *j and *g

5.2.2.1 Overview

In this section, I discuss the Flores-Lembata reflexes of PMP *b, *d, *z [d3/}],
*j [g/gi/y] and *g. The three voiced PMP stops *b *d and *g have the phonetic
values of [b, d, g]. PMP *b and PMP *d appear in all positions, while PMP *g
is rather rare in general and does not occur in final position. PMP *j [g/gi/y]
is only found in intervocalic and final positions. PMP *z [d3/3j] is only found
in initial and intervocalic positions. For more information on the phonetic
values of the PMP sounds *j and *z see §4.4.

Table 5.19 is an overview of sound correspondences going back to the
PMP voiced obstruents. PMP *b unconditionally splits into PFL *b and *v
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in initial position and in intervocalic position, all instances of final PMP *-b
> PFL *-v. An unconditioned split here means that the conditioning of this
split remains unknown.

PMP *d, *z and *j have merged into PFL *d for initial and intervocalic
position. In final position PMP *d > PFL *r and PMP *j > PFL *y. Initial PMP
*z followed by an intervocalic liquid becomes [ or in some Lamaholot vari-
eties also 7. Only very few reflexes of PMP *g are found in the languages of
Flores-Lembata. These cognates show a regular change of PMP *g > k in Ke-
dang.

Table 5.19: Reflexes of PMP *b, *d, *g, *j [g/gi/y] and *z [d3/3j]

Env. |[#. #. V.V _# |#VL #. V.V  # _# |[# V.V
SK (6 v b v ?/0]|l r r r 0 g g
WL (b v b v 0 |llr d r rl@ 0 g g
CL (b6 v b v v |lr d ds ro dzl0|g g
EL |6 v b v [.]|lr d r [.] [] |g g
KD |6 vio b v 0O |l d ylr|@ r 0 k k

In the following, the split of PMP *b, the merger of PMP *d/*z/*j and the
retention of PMP *g are discussed in more detail.

5.2.2.2 Split: PMP *b > PFL *b/*v

Unconditional PMP *b > PFL *b/*v is attested in initial position, as shown
in Table 5.20. In intervocalic position, PMP *b is less frequent and all inter-
vocalic PMP *b > PFL *v, as shown in Table 5.21.

There is evidence that PMP *b > *b/*v already occurred on a higher
level than PFL. PMP *b > *b/*v is evidence for a Bima-Lembata subgroup
including Flores-Lembata, Flores, Bima and Sumba-Hawu. This is discussed
in more detail in §5.5.

PFL *b remains b in all daughter languages and PFL *v remains v in all
daughter languages, except for Kedang where PFL *v > @ before u. An ex-
ample is Kedang ua|n ‘fruit’ (< PFL *vua < PMP *buaq). The change appears
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to be incomplete. Thus, for example, KD-Leubatang has vura|n ‘foam’ (< PFL
*vuda < PMP *bujaq) with retention of v, but also ua|n ‘fruit’ (< PFL *vua <
PMP *buaq) with loss of v. There is one apparent instance of intervocalic
PFL *v > h in Kedang: Kedang tehu ‘sugarcane’ < PFL *tovu < PMP *tobuh.

Table 5.20: Reflexes of initial PMP *b-

PMP *b- | *babuy *batu  *buaq | *b- | *bayu  *budaq
PFL *v- | *vavi *vatu  *vua-n | *b- | *bayu  *buda?
SK v | vavi vatu vualn | b | bai bura?
WL (Lw1) | v | vave vato  wvualp | b | bayo bura
CL v | vavi vatu  vualk | b | badzu  budsalk
EL v [..] vato e b [-..] burra
KD v | vavi va? ualn b | bae buya?
‘pig’ ‘stone’  ‘fruit’ ‘pound’  ‘white’

Table 5.21: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-b-

PMP *-b- | *qabu *tobuh
PFL *v- | *ka-?avu  *tovu
SK v avu tavu
WL (Lw1) | v ka|Pavu  tavo
CL(kk) |v klavolk  tovu
CL(LrR) |V klavolk  tavolr
EL ? [..] [...]
KD v ava? tehu

‘ ‘ash’ ‘sugarcane’

In the southern Lembata varieties of Central Lamaholot, such as CL-Imulolo,
and Western Lamaholot, such as WL-Lamalera, a consecutive sound change
of PFL *v > f is found. The same change is found in the Alorese varieties Alor
Besar and Baranusa.

Evidence for final PMP *-b is rare, only one cognate set given in Table
5.22 is attested in my database where PMP *-b > PFL *-v.
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Table 5.22: Reflexes of final PMP *-b

‘yawn’

PMP *ma-huab
PFL *muav

SK moa?
KD  moa

CL  ka|muav
WL pa|moa

Most of the FL languages, except for Central Lamaholot, loose PFL *v in final
position. In Sika, final PFL *v is reflected as ? instead of being lost.

5.2.2.3 Merger: Initial and intervocalic PMP *d/*j/*z > PFL *d

Initial and intervocalic PMP *d, *j and *z have merged in PFL as they have
the same reflexes in all Flores-Lembata languages. As initial PMP *d- is re-
tained unchanged in Kedang and Lamaholot, I suggest that PMP *d, *j and
*z merged into PFL *d. In §5.2.2.4, I show why I propose PFL *d not only
for initial position but also for intervocalic position, although in the mod-
ern languages of Flores-Lembata no intervocalic d is attested. Final PMP *-d
and *-j did not merge, but PMP *-d > PFL *-r and PMP *-j > PFL *-y.

Table 5.23 provides cognate sets that contain reflexes of initial PMP *d-
and PMP *z- that merged into PFL *d-. Initial PFL *d- is reflected as r in Sika,
whereas it is retained unchanged in Lamaholot and Kedang.
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Table 5.23: Reflexes of initial PMP *d- and *z- [d3/jj]

PMP *dogaR *diRi ~ *dahun *zoket *zauq *zaqit *zaRum ‘needle’

PFL *donor *diri *doun *deket *doa *da?it *daru
SK rona - roun - - rarit -
WL (Lw1) vepe  de?in - - doalp - dau|ny
WL (AD) dene? de?i - - dod - -
CL donar  diri - - doa - -
EL done  diri - de’e doa - -
KD denor  ? malder - ?du? doa - -

« i

‘hear’ ‘stand’ ‘leaf” ‘burn ‘far; ‘sew’ ‘sew

(fields)long’

The word for ‘sew’ comes from two PMP sources: *zaqit ‘sew’ > Sika ra?it
and *zaRum ‘needle’ > WL-Lewoingu dauln ‘sew’. This is a case of semantic
change from ‘needle’ to ‘sew’. The vowel change PMP *au > PFL *oa in the re-
flexes of PMP *zauq ‘far; long’ cannot be explained so far. Also the apparent
change of PWL *d >v in WL-Lewoingu vepe ‘hear’ is unexpected and cannot
be explained further at the current stage.

Reflexes of initial PMP *z- or *d- in words that contain an intervocalic
liquid PMP *-1- or PMP *-R- behave exceptionally. In these words PMP *z
or *d is not reflected as PFL *d but as PFL *I due to the assimilation to the
following liquid in the word. Table 5.24 provides the three cases found in my
data set.
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Table 5.24: Reflexes of initial PMP *z-/*d- before intervocalic liquid

PMP *zalan *duRi ‘thorn; fish bone’ *dalom

PFL *lalan  *luri *lalom

SK (MM)  lala luriln -

SK(aw)  lara luriln -

WL (AD)  rard rivi -

WL (Lw1) laralp  ritu -

WL (Lwrt) lard ritu -

WL (BN) - ru?ily -

CL lalan  riulk -

EL lara riri -

KD lala lurin lale|n
‘road”  ‘bone’ ‘inside’

For PFL *lalan (> PMP *zalan), Sika, Kedang and Central Lamaholot show
regular reflexes. In the WL varieties, the medial [ has been changed into r
and for some varieties, this even effected the initial / to change into 7. In
SK-Hewa, this change is also found. I suggest that this happened due to in-
fluence of the neighboring WL variety Lewotobi which has lar4 ‘road’.

The reflexes of PMP *duRi ‘thorn, splinter, fish bone’ in Sika and Kedang
are regular. The Lamaholot forms need more explanation. WL-Baranusa, a
variety of Alorese, is most conservative in this form. It retains the order of
the vowels, first u then i. The change of PFL *r > ? is regular. After the sound
change of PFL *r > ? in Western Lamaholot, the initial / is changed into 7,
as has also been observed in WL-Adonara rard ‘road’. In all other Western
Lamaholot varieties, metathesis of the two vowels has occurred in addition
to these changes. The Central Lamaholot form riuk ‘bone’ (< PFL *luri < PMP
*duRi) is irregular as usually PFL *-r- = r in Central Lamaholot. In the word
riuk, the intervocalic PFL *-r- appears to be deleted. I propose that CL riuk
is a loan from WL ri?u with the addition of the suffix -k and the deleting of
the glottal stop which is regular in Central Lamaholot.

Intervocalic PFL *-d- (< PMP *d *z *j) undergoes several different chan-
ges in individual languages as shown in Table 5.25. Central Lamaholot re-
flects PMP *-d- as d3 intervocalically, whereas Sika, WL and EL reflect PMP
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*-d- as r in intervocalic position. In Kedang, intervocalic PMP *-d- >y which
is then sometimes reduced to zero. It is very likely that Kedang went through
the intermediate stage of PFL *-d- > *-d3- before >y or @. There is evidence
from loanwords, such as yendela ‘window’ from Indonesian dzendela and
yadi ‘become; happen’ from Indonesian d3adi, that Kedang y in initial po-
sition comes from an earlier d3 (Samely and Barnes 2013:712). So, it could
be that initial d5 and intermediate d5 (from PFL *d) became y. This is the
same change as attested in Central Lamaholot which underwent PFL *-d-
> PCL *-dz-. Also, in some varieties of Central Lembata, intervocalic d3 is
weakened sporadically to y, such as in CL-Lerek nayan ‘name’ from Proto-
Central-Lamaholot *nadzan ‘name’.

Table 5.25: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-d-, *-z- and *-j-

PMP *ma-qudip *budaq *quzan *tazim ‘whet’ *pajan nijuy

PFL *modip  *buda? *udan *m-tidom *nadan *(n)iduy
SK moret bura? uran  diran naran  iru
WL (Lw1) mori bura  urapy - naran iruly
WL (AD) morit bura?  Purap - nard  iru|net
CL modgzip budzalk udzan - nadgzan nidgu
EL mori burs ura - nara  niru
KD - buya? uya deye? naya  nilp
‘alive’ ‘white’ ‘rain’  ‘sharp’ ‘name’  ‘nose’

In the examples in Table 5.25, Kedang reflects PFL *d (> *d3) > y/@. However,
there are also cases where PMP *d > r/s in Kedang. Table 5.26 shows the
cognate sets in my dataset that contain possible words with intervocalic PFL
*d > r/s in Kedang. The reflexes in the other Flores-Lembata languages are
regular, following the intervocalic pattern in Table 5.19.
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Table 5.26: Irregular Kedang reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-d-

PMP *udu *huaji *budaq *siida
PFL *udu *vadi *vuda *hida
SK uruly vari vuraln r|imu
WL (Lw1) - arilp vuralhay  ra
WL (pD) - arin wuran hire
CL - vadsi palwudza  dalne
EL [...] (v)ari [...] ?ro|’e
KD (v)uru rarip vuraln ?suo
‘grass; bush’  ‘younger  ‘foam’ ‘3pL’ ?
sibling’

 The Central Lamaholot form dane ‘3pL’ (< PFL *sida/*hida) follows the pattern of ini-
tial PMP *d. The initial syllable of the pronoun was lost before the intervocalic change
of PFL *d > d3 took place (cf. §5.2.2.4). The Eastern Lamaholot reflex could be re-
lated to the WL enclitic pronoun =ro ‘3pL’ only used for objects (Michels 2017:42). The
Sika pronoun rimu ‘3pL’ is the result of the inherited third person plural pronoun mer-
ging with a reflex of the Central Flores reconstruction *imu ‘friend; companion’ (Elias
2018:118). In several Central Flores languages, the word has undergone a semantic shift
from ‘friend; companion’ to ‘3sG’

In the first three examples in the table above, PFL *-d- > r in Kedang. It re-
mains unclear what causes this irregularity as usually PFL *-d- >y in Kedang
as shown above.

The reflex s < PFL *d appears only in one example: Kedang suo ‘3PL’. As
I have proposed intervocalic PFL *-d- (> *d3) > y/@ for Kedang, an interme-
diate stage of PFL *hida > *hidza > d3za with loss of the initial syllable could
be imagined. Alternation between d3 and s is also attested in other Kedang
words, such as in yadi (from dzadi) | sadi ‘become, happen’ from Indone-
sian dzadi (Samely and Barnes 2013:712). Therefore, it is possible that dsa
‘3pL’ became sa but in other words, the initial d3 was kept and later changed
into y. However, the diphtongisation from a > uo which would be necessary
to gain the present-day form suo ‘3PL’ remains obscure. Therefore, it is also
possible that suo is not cognate with the other forms of the set.
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5.2.2.4 Alternative options for the PFL reflex of PMP *d/*j/*z

In §5.2.2.3, I have shown, by providing evidence for identical correspond-
ence sets, that the reflexes in the Flores-Lembata languages indicate a mer-
ger of initial and intervocalic PMP *d, *j and *z. I propose that these three
PMP consonants merged into PFL *d in initial and intervocalic position des-
pite the fact that synchronically no intervocalic -d- tracing back to PMP
*d/*j/*z is attested (cf. §5.2.2.3). Therefore, reconstructing the value of the
merged Proto-Flores-Lembata (PFL) sound is not straightforward. In this
section, I motivate the reconstruction of PFL *d < PMP *d/*j/*z in initial
and intervocalic position.

Based on the reflexes attested in the individual subgroups, there are
three options for the PFL reflexes of PMP *d/*j/*z in initial and intervocalic
position respectively:

1. PFL *d- and *-d3-

2. PFL *d- and *-d-
3. PFL *d3- and *-d3-

I argue for the second option which proposes PFL *d in both positions. In the
following, I lay out the consequences for each of the three reconstruction
options.

Optionl Proposing PFL *d- ininitial position and PFL *-d3- in intervocalic
position would require the following subsequent sound changes in SK, KD,
WL and EL. No sound change would be required in CL.

- PFL*d->r/#_inSK

* PFL *-d3->r /V_Vin SK
* PFL *-dz->r /V_Vin WL
* PFL *-d3->r /V_Vin EL
* PFL*-d3->y /V_Vin KD

A downside of this option is that proposing the allophones *d- and *-dz-
in PFL cannot easily explain the Central Lamaholot reflexes da ‘3pL’ from a
putative PFL *hidza ‘3pL’ listed in Table 5.27 below.! Assuming PFL *hidza

' The evidence for reconstructing the initial syllable *hi in PFL *hidza/*hida comes from
the WL variety Alorese which retains the form hire ‘pL’ (< PMP *si ida) as a plural word.
In other WL varieties, the the 3pL pronoun ra is attested. Thus, the reflex of PFL *-d3- is
r as proposed above. For the WL reflexes, there are no issue of putative PFL *-d3- as long
as assuming that the change of *-dz- > r occurred before the loss of the initial syllable.
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would require an exceptional change of intervocalic *-dz- > d in the word
da as a free 3pL pronoun in most CL varieties. This change does not appear
in any other word.

Table 5.27: Reflexes of PMP *si ida ‘3pL’ reconstructions of Option 1

PMP *siida  ‘3pL’

PFL *hidga  ‘3pL’

PCL *idza

CL (cLB, PN, LK) da|(ne) ‘3pL

CL (1L,Lp,MR)  da|(ro) ‘3pL’

CL (cLB, PN) -i [ -dsa ‘3PL.POSS’
CL (cLB) -dsa ‘PL’

CL (Lwk) ya|ne ‘3pL’

WL ra|(7e)  ‘3pL
WL-Alorese hire ‘PL’

PMP=Proto-Malayo-Polynesian
PFL=Proto-Flores-Lembata
PCL=Proto-Central Lamaholot

A possible solution would be to propose that there was variation between
PFL *da / *hidza ‘3pL’ Consequently, most CL free pronouns would come
from PFL *da, while the CL suffixes, as well as the twk free pronoun would
come from PFL *hidza. In this scenario, Proto-Western Lamaholot (PWL)
would have lost PFL *da and only retains reflexes of PFL *hidza.

The other forms do not cause problems when assuming PFL *hidza. The
Central Lamaholot suffixes -i ‘3PL.POsS’ and d3a ‘3PL.POSS/PL’ going back to
PMP *siida can be explained by PFL *hidza as they contain intervocalic -d3-
. Also the CL-Lewokukung (Lwk) form can be explained, as y in this variety
comes from an earlier d3.

Additional support for Option 1 — PFL *d- in initial and *-d3- in inter-
vocalic position — could be the reconstruction of PFL *dz- in initial posi-
tion as a marginal phoneme (cf. §5.2.2.6).



Historical phonology and subgroupings 195

Option2 Proposing, PFL *d- in initial position and PFL *-d- in intervocalic
position would require the following subsequent sound changes in the FL
subgroups.

- PFL*d->r/#_inSK

+ PFL*-d->r/V_VinSK

+ PFL*-d->r/V_Vin WL

+ PFL*-d->r/V_VinEL

+ PFL*-d- > (*d3 >)y / V_Vin KD
- PFL *-d- > d3 /V_Vin CL

In contrast to the first option, this option would more easily explain the
Central Lamaholot reflexes da ‘3pL’ in Table 5.27. The CL varieties that have
da ‘3pL’ (all except for CL-LwK) have lost the initial syllable of Proto-Central
Lamaholot (PCL) *ida (< PFL *hida) before the change of PFL *-d- > d3
in Central Lamaholot. In contrast, CL-LwK lost the initial syllable after the
change of PFL *-d- > *-d3-, and subsequently underwent the change of *dz
>y As initial PFL *d is retained in CL, the form remains da.

Option 3 Proposing, PFL *d3z- in initial position and PFL *-d3- in inter-
vocalic position would require the following subsequent sound changes in
the Flores-Lembata subgroups.

* PFL*d3->r /#_inSK

* PFL*d3->d /#_in KD

* PFL*d3->d /#_inCL

* PFL*d3->d /#_in WL

- PFL*d3->d /#_inEL

* PFL *-d3->r /V_Vin SK
- PFL*-dz->7 /V_Vin WL
- PFL *-dg- >r/V_VinEL
- PFL*-d3- >y /V_VinKD

Like Option 2, Option 3 would easily explain the Central Lamaholot reflexes
da ‘3pL’ in Table 5.27. The CL varieties that have da ‘3pL’ would have lost the
initial syllable of their reflexes from PCL *idza (< PFL *hidza) before the
change of PFL *d3- > d in Central Lamaholot. As initial PFL *d3- > d, the
form became da.
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However, assuming this sound change of PFL *d3- > d- causes an addi-
tional problem. There are a few CL words that have initial d5 which does
not come from PFL *y but has to be reconstructed to PFL *dz- (cf. §5.2.2.6).
Therefore, assuming PFL *d3- > d- would require explaining why these words
did not change their initial consonant while all others did.

Weighing these three option against each other, Option 2 — reconstruct-
ing initial and medial *d — is the most likely. The main problem with Op-
tion 1 is that it cannot explain the CL pronoun da ‘3pL’ The main problem
with Option 3 is that it cannot explain the CL words with initial d3. Both
problems are avoided when choosing Option 2.

5.2.2.5 Final PMP *-d and *-j

Table 5.28 displays reflexes of final PMP *-d and PMP *-j. In final position,
these two consonants do not merge. Final PMP *-d > PFL *r > r/@ in the
present-day languages and final PMP *j [g/y/gi] > PFL *y [j]. PFL *y is later
lost in most varieties. In Central Lamaholot, PFL *y either becomes d3 or is
lost (c.f. §5.2.6). The reflexes of PMP *pussj ‘navel’ have an irregular final r
in the reflexes, as usually final PMP *-j > y.

Table 5.28: Reflexes of final PMP *-d and *-j

PMP|*qulu  *batad |*pusaj *qonaj *qunaj *sakaj
tuhud  ‘millet;
sorghum’
PFL |*lotur  *vatar ‘ *pusar  *anay *una *hakay
SK |tur vatar puher  ne une hare
WL |lotor vata ka|puhur - ono haka
CL |lotor - ka|pusar anads ‘soil’ una ‘house’ aka ~ akads
KD |- vatar puhe:  ene - ar

‘knee’ ‘corn’ ‘ ‘navel’  ‘sand;soil’ ‘inside’ ‘ascend; climb’
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5.2.2.6 Evidence for PFL *dz with no PMP source

Following a bottom-up approach, there is some evidence provided in Table
5.29 to reconstruct PFL *dz in initial position. However, only one set, PFL
*dzua ‘two), can clearly be reconstructed to PFL, all other sets have no re-
flexes in Kedang and Eastern Lamaholot. PFL *dzua ‘two’ is probably an ir-
regular reflex of PMP *duha ‘two’, as regularly PMP *d- > PFL *d-, but for the
other words no PMP sources could be found.

Table 5.29: Reflexes of initial PFL *dz- without regular PMP source

PMP | - ? *duha - - - -
PFL | *d3-|*dzua #dzoma  #dzae #dze(ta) #dzu
SK |r |rua rema ‘time - rejta  ‘hill- -
unit’ wards’
WL |r |rua romar rae - -
CL |d3 |dsua dzoma dzae dse dzu
‘time unit’
KD |s sue - - - -
‘ ‘two’  ‘night’ ‘hillwards’ ‘upwards’  ‘downwards’

The sound correspondences in the table are different from reflexes of initial
PFL *d-, as CL has d3-, KD has s- and WL has r-, while all three reflect PFL
*d- as d-. Note that the correspondence set that leads to the reconstruction
of PFL *dz- is similar to the reflexes of intervocalic PFL *-d- (cf. Table 5.25).

5.2.2.7 The retention of PMP *g

Table 5.30 provides reflexes of PMP *g in initial and intervocalic position.
In the data I used for this study, there is not much evidence for reflexes of
PMP *g in the languages of Flores-Lembata. Only four cognate sets could be
found. In Kedang, the reflex of PMP *g is k. Given that Kedang also has PFL
*k > 7 (cf. §5.2.1), PFL *g > k must have happened after PFL *k > ? had been
completed.



198 5.2. Reflexes of PMP sounds

Table 5.30: Reflexes of PMP *g

PMP *gaRany *gaRut *gatol *baqagi
PFL *garay)  *garu *gator *bagi
SK - garu gatar  bige
WL (Lw1) - ragu? gata -

WL (aD) - ragu? gatalk -

WL (ms) - gau gate|?  bage

CL - kolragu  gotalk -

EL - ragu [...] [..]

KD karan  karo - bo

‘rough’  ‘scratch’ ‘itchy’ ‘divide’

In the Kedang word bo? ‘divide’, the intervocalic PFL *g has become the final
consonant of the word and is therefore changed into glottal stop. Kedang
only allows glottal stop, nasals and liquids in final position (Samely 1991a:46-
47).

For the words going back to PFL *garu ‘scratch, the Lamaholot varieties
have undergone metathesis of the initial and medial consonant which led
to ragu instead of garu, while Alorese retains the unmetathesised form gau.

5.2.3 PMP fricatives *h and *s

5.2.3.1 Loss of PMP *h

Table 5.31 show the reflexes of PMP *h in the languages of Flores-Lembata.
PMP *h is almost always lost in the Flores-Lembata languages. However,
there are a few potential cases of PMP *h retained as 4 or ? which are dis-
cussed further below.



Historical phonology and subgroupings 199

Table 5.31: Reflexes of PMP *h

Env. | #_ VYV _#
PMP | *h *h *h
PFL | *@ *h/@ *?
SK 0 0 0
WL 0 hi?10 ?/0
CL 0 0 0

EL ’lo 0 0
KD |?/0 h|O 0

Table 5.32, 5.33 and 5.34 provide cognate sets with reflexes of PMP *h in the
languages of Flores-Lembata. In initial position, PMP *h- was most likely
already lost in Proto-Flores-Lembata or earlier. In Eastern Lamaholot and
Kedang, a glottal stop is found sporadically at the position of initial PMP
*h-. However, as both languages occasionally also insert glottal stops before
initial vowels, such as in EL-Lewoeleng 7i7u ‘tail’ (< PMP *ikuR), it cannot
be decided without doubt whether the initial glottal stop has been added at
a later stage or is a reflex of PMP *h. For WL-Adonara a regular pattern of
inserting a glottal stop before every initial vowel is attested.

Table 5.32: Reflexes of initial PMP *h-

PMP  *hapuy  *hikan  *hanin = *huaji *hular
PFL *api *ikan *apin *vadi *ular
SK api i?an anin vari ular
WL ape ikan anin ari|n ular
CL api ikan anin vadsi ular
EL ape Pita anin vari ula
KD api ika anin Pari? ular
‘fire’ ‘fish’ ‘wind’ ‘younger sibling’  ‘snake’

In intervocalic position, PMP *-h- is also generally lost as shown in Table
5.33. In WL, there are a few instances of PMP *h reflected as glottal stop in
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between vowels, such as in WL-Lamahora va?i ‘water’. Similar to the case
of initial PMP *h-, the glottal stop between two vowels could also be an in-
sertion rather than a reflex of PMP *h. However, this appears unlikely as
insertion of glottal stop intervocalically is not otherwise found in the phon-
ologies of the Flores-Lembata languages.

Table 5.33: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-h-

PMP *kahu *luhaq *wahiR ?*duha *dahun *buhsk
PFL *kau *luu *vair *dzua *doun *vuhak
SK fau lu vair rua roun -

WL (Lwi) - lou|n vai rua - -

WL (LH) - [..] va?i [...] - -

WL (LTB) - [-..] vair? rua - -

CL - - vai dsua - -

EL - - vae [...] - -

KD - lu|n vei sue - uha

258G ‘tear’ ‘water’  ‘two’ ‘leaf’ ‘hair’

Kedang uha ‘hair’ (< PMP *buhak) provides possible evidence for the reten-
tion of intervocalic PMP *-h-. This would be exceptional as intervocalic PMP
*-h- has been lost in all known languages of the area. In the word uha ‘hair’
(< PMP *buhak), the loss of initial PFL *w (< PMP *b) before u is regular
in Kedang. PMP *3 > a before *k is also attested in PMP *tobok ‘stab’ > Ke-
dang tuba?. Due to the regularity of the other reflexes, the Kedang example
uha ‘hair’ provides possible evidence for occasional retention of intervocalic
PMP *h in Kedang. Based on current data, this would be the only case of
PMP *h = h in Kedang.

In final position, PMP *-h is mainly lost or sporadically retained as glot-
tal stop, such as in WL-Adonara tale? ‘rope’ in Table 5.34. However, as there
is just one example with a glottal stop at the position of PMP *-h, this could
also be an irregular insertion.
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Table 5.34: Reflexes of final PMP *-h

PMP *talih *tabuh *qilih *tumah *ma-tuqah
PFL *tali  *tovu *ili *tuma *m-tu?a
SK tali  tovu ilijn - dualn

WL (AD) tale? tevo Pile ka|tuma t<en>u?e
WL (Lw1) tale  tavo ile ka|tuma t<an>ueln
CL tali  tovu ili ka|tumav tua|na

EL tale - ile [..] [-:]

KD - tehu ili - -

‘rope’ ‘sugarcane’ ‘mountain’ ‘clothslouse’ ‘old’

5.2.3.2 Split: PMP *s > PFL *s/*h

Table 5.35 shows the reflexes of PMP *s in the languages of Flores-Lembata.
PMP *s splits unconditionally into PFL *s and PFL *h in initial and inter-
vocalic position. All Flores-Lembata languages, except for Central Lamaho-
lot, later complete this change by changing the reflexes of PFL *s into 4. In
Central Lamaholot PFL *s = s while PFL *h > @.

Table 5.35: Reflexes of PMP *s

Env. #_ V.V _#
PMP *s *s *s
PFL | *s *h *s  *h *D
SK h h h h 0
WL | h/O h h hlO O
CL s 0 S 0 0
EL [..] A h h 0
KD hlQ hlO hI? hIO O

Tables 5.36, 5.37 and 5.38 provide cognate sets with reflexes of PMP *s in
the languages of Flores-Lembata. In initial and medial position, there is an
unconditioned split of PMP *s into PFL *s / *h. No conditioning for the split
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of PMP *s in Proto-Flores-Lembata could be determined and the instances
of PMP *s = PFL *s and PMP *s > PFL *h in my data set are roughly equal in
number. It is probably a result of an incomplete sound change of *s > *h in
Proto-Flores-Lembata.

Most Central Lamaholot varieties retain PFL *s = s, with the exception of
CL-Painara which has PFL *s > h. All other FL languages have undergone PFL
*s > h in the vast majority of lexemes. However, this change is not entirely
complete, as there are sporadic retentions of PFL *s = s in Sika and Western
Lamaholot. PFL *h is lost in Central Lamaholot. In Kedang initial PFL *h >
@ while in other positions PFL *s/*h are retained as £, ? or lost. Table 5.36
shows reflexes of initial PMP *s.

Table 5.36: Reflexes of initial PMP *s

PMP *s | *siwa *sama *salaq *s | *sakay *qasiRa
PFL *s | *siva *sama *sala *h | *hakay *hira
SK h | hiva  hama hala h hare -

WL (AD) | A | hiva  hama nlald h haka [si?a]
CL s |siva s<n>amaly s<n>alalk | @ | aka(d3) ira

EL ? ][] [-.] h [.] hira
KD h |- hama kelhe h|O | a? -

‘climb’  ‘salt’

‘nine’  ‘same’ ‘wrong’ ‘

In Table 5.36, the WL word si?a ‘salt’ contains an irregular retention of initial
s. Possibly WL lost the inherited cognate for the word for ‘salt’ and reintro-
duced it through borrowing from a language that still retained the s. As salt
is a trade commodity, it is highly borrowable. A possible donor languages
for WL si?a ‘salt’ would be a Central Flores language, such as Lio which has
sive ‘salt’ (cf. §6.2.4).

Table 5.37 lists reflexes of intervocalic PMP *s. Kedang shows sporadic
PFL *s/*h > ?/@. PFL *(t)usu ‘breast’ (< PMP *susu) has an irregular change
of PMP *s > PFL *t initially, as well as irregular loss of the initial consonant
in Sika.
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Table 5.37: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *s
PMP *s |*tasak  *pusoj *susu |*s |*asu *asa  *pusuy
PFL *s | *m-tasak *pusor *(tjusu|*h |*ahu *sha *puhun
SK h |daha?  puher uhu |h  |ahu ha puhun
WL (AD) |~ | tahak ke|puhurlet tuho |h |aho [..]  puho
CL s |tasak kalpusar ~ tusu |0 |au mlea puo
EL 2 0[] - [..] h |aho [..] puho
KD h|? | tafen puhe: tu?u |h/@|au eha? -
‘ripe’ ‘navel’ ‘breast’ ‘dog’ ‘one; ‘heart’
alone’

Table 5.38 shows reflexes of final PMP *s. In PFL *tani ‘cry’ (< PMP *tanjis)
final *sis lost. In PFL *bukat ‘open’ (< PMP *bugkas) final *s is irregularly re-
placed by t. Final PFL *t is regularly reflected as ? in Kedang (cf. §5.2.1.3). In
the PFL reflex *menipihi ‘thin’ (< PMP *ma-nipis), the final *s has become
intervocalic. Therefore, it is retained as 4 in Western Lamaholot and East-
ern Lamaholot. In Central Lamaholot PFL *h > @. The insertion of v in CL
varieties may be explained by the avoidance of two adjacent vowels in final

position.

Table 5.38: Reflexes of final PMP *s

PMP *ma-nipis  *tanis *bugkas

PFL *m-nipih-i *tani  *bukat

SK - tani -

WL (k0)  moniphi tani [-.]

WL (AD)  menipi tani  buka

CL (Lwk) mipivu - [-..]

CL(kK)  mipiv - bukat

EL mipihi tani [-]

KD mipi - buka?
‘thin’ ‘cry  ‘open’
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5.2.4 PMP nasals *m, *n and *y

The PMP nasals *n, *m and *1 are mainly retained as such in the languages
of Flores-Lembata as shown in Table 5.39. The nasal which undergoes the
most changes is *1. Word initially PMP *1- > n/@ for all FL languages. In Sika
medial *-y- > n.

Table 5.39: Reflexes of PMP nasals *m *n and *

Env. #_ V.V _# # V.V _# #_ V.V _#
PMP *m_ *_m_ *_m *n_ *_n_ *_n *IJ_ *_IJ_ *_IJ
PFL *m "m "m *n *n *n n *p 1

SK m m 0 n n niplo 0 n nin/@
WL m m g [..] n nlp/@ nl@ p n

CL m m m [..] n n n n nlo
EL m m 0 [..] n nlo nl@ p 0

KD m m g [..] n nlo n n nin

Table 5.40 gives an example of PMP *m reflexes for each position in the
word. In initial and medial position, PMP *m is retained in all FL languages,
while in final position only Central Lamaholot keeps PMP *m in final posi-
tion.

Table 5.40: Reflexes of PMP *m

PMP *manuk  *Ramut *ma-qitom *tazim ‘whet’
PFL *manuk  *ramut = *mitom *m-tidom

SK manu? ramut mita|n dira|n

WL (AD)  manuk Pamut mita -

WL (Lwr1) ramu mita|n -

CL manuk ramut mitam -

EL manu? ramu mitd -

KD manu? ramur mite|n ‘black; dirty’  deye|?

‘chicken’  ‘root’ ‘black’ ‘sharp’
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Table 5.41 provides cognate sets illustrating the development of PMP *n for
each position. Initial PMP *n is scarce in my data and there are no examples
of initial n (< PMP *n) in Lamaholot and Kedang. In Sika, there is also the
word niur ‘coconut’ (< PMP *niuR). Intervocalic PMP *n is regularly reflec-
ted as n. Final PMP *n is mainly reflected as n. However, sporadically, the
reflex of final PMP *-n > @ in Western Lamaholot and Kedang. In some vari-
eties, such as SK-Krowe or WL-Munaseli (a variety of Alorese), final PMP
*-n > p. This change is also sporadically attested in other Western Lamaho-
lot varieties.

Table 5.41: Reflexes of PMP *n

PMP *niuR *ina *anak *hapgin ~ *bulan
PFL *niur *ina *anak *apin *vulan
SK (Hw)  niur ina anak anin vulan
SK (kw) niur ina - aniy vulay
WL (Lw1) - - ana? anin vula
WL (aD) - Pina Panar ani vula
WL (ms) - ina anan anin vulan
CL - ina analk anin vulan
EL - ina ana anin [..]
KD - Pine ana? anin vula
‘coconut’ ‘mother’ ‘child;small’ ‘wind’ ‘moon’

Table 5.42 shows cognate sets that contain reflexes of initial and intervocalic
PMP *1. Initial PMP *1 > n in PFL. Intervocalic PMP *y is retained as 7 in
Kedang and Lamaholot, while Sika shows PMP *-5j- > n. In Sika, this leads to
amerger of PMP *n/*1 > n in intervocalic position. The Western Lamaholot
and Eastern Lamaholot reflexes of PMP *tanis ‘cry’ have irregular reflexes
containing intervocalic n (< PMP *1) most likely going back to PFL, therefore
reconstructed as PFL *tani ‘cry’.
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Table 5.42: Reflexes of initial and intervocalic PMP *1

PMP *usu *pajan  *pijuy *dogaR  *tapis *nanuy
PFL *nusu *nadan *(n)iduy *depger *tani  *nani
SK - naran iru rona tani nani
WL (Lwi) - naran irun wene tanin  name
WL (LML) - naran  niruy dana tani nane
WL (MS)  nuhulp  narap irun dana tanin  nange
CL nus nadzan  nidsu danar - namne
EL nuhe nara niri dane tani nani
KD ?nunu  naya nin denar - nani
‘mouth’ ‘name’  ‘nose’ ‘hear’ ‘cry’ ‘swim’

Final PMP *-1 appears to be easily lost in the languages of Flores-Lembata.
For most lexical items it can still be reconstructed to PFL but is not found in
all reflexes. Sometimes, such as in CL ga?a|k ‘rough’ or WL iru|net ‘nose’, the
final nasal is replaced by a suffix.

Table 5.43: Reflexes of final PMP *-y)

PMP *pusurg *bubuy *garayy  *koedoy = *pijuy

PFL *puhun  *(v)uvuy  *garay  *keoda *(n)iduy

SK puhun - - Pora iru

WL (AD)  puho wuy garalk - irulnat

WL (aB) - fufuy - - niruy

CL puo uvuny - - nidsu

EL puho [.] [-.] - niri

KD - - karany - ? nin
‘heart’ ‘ridge’ ‘rough’  ‘stand’ ‘nose’

In sum, while the nasal m is clearly separate in all FL languages, the nasals n
and 7 have partly merged in initial and final position. In Sika this merger also
occurs intervocalically. In some Western and Eastern Lamaholot varieties,
final n or » has often been deleted with the preceding vowel being nasalised,
such as in WL-Lewolema puhii ‘flower’ (< PMP *pusup).
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5.2.5 PMP liquids *1 and *R

The PMP liquids *I and *R [r] are generally reflected in a regular manner.
PMP *land *R [r] are usually retained unchanged with the exception of PMP
*R > WL ?. This sound change is complete in intervocalic and final position
but possibly incomplete initially. The reflexes of PMP *] and *R are given in
Table 5.44.

Table 5.44: Reflexes of PMP *l and *R [r]

Env. # V.V # # V.V _#

PMP *l- *]- *] *R- *R- *R
PFL  *1 #l *1 o r *r

SK [ [ r r r r
WL [ [ [ ?lr 7P ?
CL [ [.] r r
EL [ [ [-.] r [-.]
KD [ [ [ r r

Table 5.45 shows cognate sets that contain reflexes of PMP *1. Most instances
of PMP *I are retained as . However, there are occasional irregular changes
of PFL *1 > r in Western and Eastern Lamaholot, mainly influenced by the
presence of a second liquid in the word, such as in WL-Adonara rara ‘day,
sun’ (< PMP *qalejaw). Other examples of sporadic *1 > r are reflexes of PFL
*lalan ‘road’ in some Western Lamaholot varieties and reflexes of the un-
reconstructible lexeme set #latar ‘hair’ in Western and Eastern Lamaholot.
Unreconstructible lexeme sets will be discussed in §6.3.

Only one cognate set is found which contains reflexes of PMP *1 in final
position. In this set PMP *] becomes r in Sika.
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Table 5.45: Reflexes of PMP *1
PMP *qalejaw ~ *qalima  *telu *hulaR ~ *ma-kapal
PFL *ladav *lima *tolu *ular *m-kapal
SK loro lima talu ular fapar
WL (tw1)  lora: lima|y telo ula? -
WL (aD) rora - telo Pula? -
WL (ms) lora limalp talo ula gapal
CL (KK) - lima tolu ular -
CL (Lwr) lodzaf limalha [...] ular|u -
EL lora lima [.] ula [-.]
KD loyo lin telu ular kapal
‘sun’ ‘hand’ ‘three’  ‘snake’ ‘thick’

Table 5.46 provides cognate sets that contain reflexes of initial PMP *R. From
that set it is clear that the change of *R > 7 in WL is not complete in all vari-
eties in word initial position. An example is PMP *Ramut > WL-Lamalera
ramut ‘root’ in which initial PFL *r > r.

Table 5.46: Reflexes of initial PMP *R

PMP *Ramut *Rumaq *Raya
PFL *ramut *ruma  *raya
SK ramut - -
WL (LML) ramut - -

(
WL (AD)  Pamut - -
(BN)  ramulk Puma -
CL (kK) ramut - -

CL (LR) ramut - rayan

EL ramu - -

KD ramu? - ria
‘root’ ‘house’  ‘big’

Table 5.47 shows cognate sets containing reflexes of intervocalic and final
PMP *R. In intervocalic and final position the sound change of PMP *R > ?/0
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has been completed in Western Lamaholot. Final PMP *-R is also mainly lost
in Sika. Central Lamaholot and in Eastern Lamaholot sometimes added a
suffix.

Table 5.47: Reflexes of intervocalic and final PMP *R

PMP *bagoRu *laRiw *boRogat *qapuR *demeR *toluR
PFL *varu *plari/*kari *borat *lapur *demer *tolur
SK varun p|lari barat Papur  rona tolo|n

WL (Lw1) vuruly  pa|lae ba?a apu?  wepe  telu
WL (LwL) vu?i pa|lare barat apu?  wepe  talulk

WL (MS) vunoy  p|laen ba? apu dona  talulk
CL vorun klari barat apur  danor  talulk
EL varu [..] bara [..] dane talii
KD verun - bara? apur  deyor  tolor
‘new’ ‘run’ ‘heavy’  ‘lime’  ‘hear’ ‘egg’

5.2.6 PMP glides *w *y

In this section, I discuss reflexes of initial and intervocalic PMP glides *w and
intervocalic PMP *y. PMP *y does not appear word-initially. Reflexes of final
glides are analysed together with their preceding vowels in §5.2.8. The PMP
glide *wmerges with some instances of PMP *b as voiced fricative v in Proto-
Flores-Lembata (cf. Section 5.2.2). In initial and intervocalic position, there
are no further changes, except for PMP *w > PFL *v. PMP *y is weakened to
a high vowel or zero in some cases, but strengthend to d5 in others.
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Table 5.48: Reflexes of PMP initial and intervocalic *w and *y

Env. # VV V.V

PMP ‘*w- *w- Fy-
PFL *v *v %y

SK v [..]
WL v v ylds
CL v 12 ylds
EL v 12 [...]
KD v v y

Table 5.49 provides cognate sets with reflexes of PMP *w. PMP *w is gener-
ally retained as v in initial and intervocalic position.

Table 5.49: Reflexes of initial and intervocalic PMP *w

PMP *wahiR *ka-wanan *ka-wiri *ma-tawa *qasawa

PFL *va?ir  *vanan *viri *tave *hava

SK vair vanan viri to vai

WL (Lw1)  vai vanany - - ka|vae

CL vai vana - - ava

EL vae vana Viri - hava

KD vei vana veri tave ver
‘water’  ‘rightside’ ‘leftside’ ‘laugh’ ‘spouse’

Table 5.50 shows intervocalic reflexes of the PMP glide *y [j] in the lan-
guages of Flores-Lembata. PMP *y only appears in intervocalic and final
position. Kedang and Sika retain *y in intervocalic position. In Lamaholot,
reflexes of PMP *y are either retained as y, or strengthened to d3. The con-
ditioning factors are unknown. In CL-Central Lembata the change of PMP
*y > ds is completed for final and intervocalic position. In the WL variet-
ies Alorese and Lewolema, the change is also complete. CL-Lerek and WL-
Adonara show an incomplete change of PMP *y > d5. WL-Lewoingu regu-
larly retains y as a reflex of PMP *y in intervocalic position. In Sika and Ke-
dang, the glide y often becomes i or e. For EL, not enough data is available.
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Table 5.50: Reflexes of intervocalic PMP *-y-

PMP *bayu *layaR  *kahiw *Raya  *malhayaq
PFL *bayu *layar  *kayu *raya  *moya

SK bai layar rai - mealn

WL (MS) badzo ladsa kadsu - m<n>ialn
WL (twr)  [...] [...] kadgzo - [-..]

WL (aD) badso laya? kayo - mia

WL (Lw1)  bayo laya? kayo - mia

CL (LR) badso layar kayo rayaln -

CL (xx) badzu ladgar  kadzu - -

KD bae layar 7ai ria: -

‘pound’  ‘sail’ ‘wood; tree’  ‘big’ ‘shy; ashamed’

5.2.7 PMP vowels

The PMP vowels *a, *i and *u are unchanged in non-final position. In final-
position, Western Lamaholot undergoes vowel lowering of high vowels: PMP
*-1>eand PMP *-u > 0. In Eastern Lamaholot and Central Lamaholot, vowel
lowering is found sporadically for reflexes of final PMP *-u and final PMP *-i.
In Kedang, final PMP *-a > e/e/o. In most cases, the change PMP *a > e or ¢
is attested, with only one example of final PMP *a > 0; Kedang mato ‘eye’ (<
PMP *mata).
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Table 5.51: Reflexes of PMP vowels *a, *i, *u

Non-final Final
PMP | *a *i *u | *-a *i  *u
PFL | *a *i *u | *-a *i  *u
SK a [ u a i u
WL a [ u a e 0
CL a i u |a ile ufi
EL a i u |a ile ufo
KD ale i u |elelo i u

Table 5.52 and Table 5.53 provides examples which contain reflexes of PMP
*a, *i and *u. Final and non-final refers to the position of the proto phoneme.
Sometimes the synchronic reflex of a non-final proto phoneme can be final,
such as Western Lamaholot ramu < PMP *ramut ‘root.

Table 5.52: Reflexes of non-final PMP *a, *i and *u

PMP *pajan  *hikan *pitu  *ma-paqit *kutu *Ramut
PFL *nadan *ikan  *pitu  *m-pa?it = *kutu *ramut
SK naran  iran pitu barit Putu ramut
WL (Lw1) naray ikap  pito  pait kuto ramu
CL nadzan ikan  pito p<n>ait  kutu ramut
EL nara i7a [..] [-..] [..] ramu
KD naya iPa pitu  pei? ‘utu ramur?

‘name’  ‘fish’ ‘seven’ ‘bitter’ ‘headlice’ ‘root’
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Table 5.53: Reflexes of final PMP *a, *i and *u

PMP *mata  *ina *kami *diRi  *talu  *batu
PFL *mata  *ina *kami *diri  *tolu  *vatu
SK mata  ina Pami - tolu vatu
WL (Lw1) mata - kame de?iln  telo vato
WL (AD) matalk ?Pina kame de?i telo vato
WL (MmS) matalyp inalp kame - tolo vato
CL mata  ina kame diri talu vatu
EL - ina ame diri [.] vato
KD mato  7Pine (k)e: - telu va?
‘eye’ ‘mother’ ‘1pL.EXCL’ ‘stand’ ‘three’ ‘stone’

The Western Lamaholot reflexes of PMP *diRi ‘stand’ have undergone meta-
thesis of their vowels. The final vowel e (< PMP *i) that had been lowered is
moved to the penultimate syllable, while the vowel i that had been in the
penultimate has been moved to the end. The nasal # in WL-Lewoingu is a
later insertion.

The reflexes of PMP *3 are more complex than those of the PMP vowels
*a, *i and *u discussed above. Reflexes of PMP *3 are summarised in Table
5.54. While Sika, CL and EL show regular reflexes, WL and KD have uncon-
ditioned splits of PFL *a in both positions. With more data, a conditioning
environment for these splits could possibly be found. In the final syllable
Sika has completed a regular change of PMP *3 > a and EL shows regular
PMP *-a > e. CL is most conservative and retains PMP *a = 5 in all positions.
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Table 5.54: Reflexes of PMP *a

Penultimate Ultimate

PMP *3 *3
PFL *3 *a
SK P) a
WL (LwL) ale a
WL (Lw1) a/e ale
WL (aD)  ale ala
WL (Ms) a/a alela
WL (aB) e/a ela
CL 2 P]
EL 2 e
KD ele ele

Table 5.55 provides examples with reflexes of penultimate PMP *a. In Ke-
dang, a o in the ultimate syllable leads to the assimilation of the penulti-
mate vowel reflecting PMP *5, such as in loyo ‘day’ (< PMP *qalejaw) and
tolor ‘egg’ (< PMP *qatoluR). The o in the ultimate syllable of tolor ‘egg’ is
an irregular reflex of PMP *u, while the final o in loyo ‘day’ is a regular reflex
of PMP *aw. Table 5.56 lists examples containing reflexes of PMP *3 in the
ultimate syllable of the word.
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Table 5.55: Reflexes of penultimate PMP *a
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PMP *qalojaw *dogeR  *qatimala  *talu
PFL *lodav *dogor  *tomsla *talu
SK laro rona mala talu
WL (LwL)  rara dana? tomala telo
WL (Lw1)  lora: wene - telo
WL (aD) rora dana? tomala telo
WL (Mms) lara dana mare talo
WL (AB) lara dana tamela telo
CL ladza danar tomala talu
EL lora dane [-..] [-.]
KD loyo denor mele telu
‘day; sun’ ‘hear’ flea’ ‘three’

Table 5.56: Reflexes of ultimate PMP *a

PMP *gatal *deneR *kodary

PFL *gator *depor *koda

SK gatar  rona Para

WL (LwL gatalk  dana? -

WL (Lw1 gata wene -

WL (A gatalk dana? -

WL (ms gate?  doana -

WL (aB gate dana -

CL gotalk  danmor -

EL [-..] dane -

KD - deper -
‘itchy” ‘hear’  ‘stand’

Apart from the four PFL vowels *a, *i, *u and *s that go back to PMP vow-
els, there is evidence for PFL *e without a PMP source. PFL e is attested
in intervocalic and final position. Table 5.57 provides cognate sets reflexes
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tracing back to PFL *e. The word #ale ‘waist’ is not reconstructible to PFL
because there is no reflex of it in Sika. Therefore, it is marked with # instead
of * (cf. 6.3).

Table 5.57: Cognate sets containing PFL *e without PMP source

PFL *tena *ka-melu #ale *kera ?

SK tena melur - Pera

WL (AD) tena komelut - kera

WL (MSs) tena meluk ale|n kea

CL tena kamelut|an ale kera

KD tene melu? ale|n ere
‘canoe’ ‘smooth’ ‘waist’ ‘turtle’

& This word for ‘turtle’ has been reconstructed to PCEMP *kera ‘turtle’

5.2.8 PMP vowel-glide sequences in final position

Table 5.58 shows the reflexes of PMP final vowel-glide sequences. Central
Lamaholot retains the final glides after a. In all other instances the final glide
is lost. The loss of the final glide can influence the quality of the preceding
vowel. The last row in the table indicates the number of examples found for
this pattern in my dataset.

Table 5.58: Reflexes of PMP *-aw, *-ay, *-iw, *-uy

PMP *-aw  *-ay *-iw *-uy
PFL *-av  *-ay iffya i
SK ) eli i i
WL a aylaleli elyo e
CL avla aylads ildsu ile
EL a a [...] ile
KD 0 e i ile

Number of examples in database 3 8 2 3
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As shown in the examples in Table 5.59, the final vowel-glide sequence PMP
*-aw > av in Central Lamaholot with retention of the final glide, while in Sika
and Kedang PMP *-aw > 0 and in Western and Eastern Lamaholot PMP *-aw
> a. In CL-Imulolo, final *v > £,

Table 5.59: Reflexes of final PMP *-aw

PMP *panaw *takaw *qalojaw ‘day’

PFL *panav *t<om>akav *ladav ‘sun; day™

SK pano ?to?i loro ‘sun’

WL (Lwr) pana tomaka rora: ‘sun’

CL (KK) pana(v) takav -

CL (1L) - [-..] ladzaf ‘sun’

EL pana [..] lora ‘sun’

KD pan maro loyo ‘sun; day’
‘walk’ ‘steal’ ‘sun; day’

% All Flores-Lembata languages have a word meaning ‘day’ that is derived from the words
for ‘sun’ listed here. In Kedang, both words have the same shape. CL-Kalikasa has re-
placed the word for ‘sun’ but retains a reflex in the word ladzon ‘day’ which is derived
with a suffix -n.

Central Lamaholot is most conservative in the retention of final PMP *w.
Nevertheless, a partial loss of the final PMP glide *w is observed. The Central
Lamaholot form panav ‘walk’ only appears with suffixes, such as in da=panav-
i ‘3pL-walk-3pL’ = ‘they went), otherwise pana is used. However, the CL form
takav ‘steal’ never appears without the final consonant.

The final PMP sequence *-ay undergoes fortition to ads in Central Lama-
holot, as well as sporadically in Western Lamaholot. Final *-ay is thus recon-
structed to PFL, with the exception of body part nouns that take a nasal suf-
fix. In these words, the final glide is deleted. In Sika and Kedang, PMP *-ay
> e. The Sika reflex vari-n ‘leg’ (< PMP *wagqay) is an exception, as PMP *ay
> i. The Kedang reflex vua ‘rattan’ (< PMP *quay) also appears to be an ex-
ception, as PMP *ay > a in this word. For Eastern Lamaholot little evidence
is available. Nevertheless, it appears from EL mata ‘die’ (< PMP *matay) that
PMP *ay > EL a in final position.
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Table 5.60: Reflexes of final PMP *-ay

PMP *quay *gqatay *matay *qonay *waqay *sakay

PFL *uay  *ate-n *matay *onay *va?i  *hakay

SK ue vateln mate  ne valin  ha?e

WL (Lw1) wvay|on atelp —mata - - haka

WL (LH) [..] - matadsz [..] - [-.]

WL (MS) uve ateln mate  oani -

CL(KK) wuady - matads onadsz ‘soil’ - akads

EL [-] - mata  [..] - [-]

KD vua hateln mate  ene - ar
‘rattan’ ‘liver’ ‘die’ ‘sand’ ‘leg’ ‘ascend’

My dataset only contains two cognate sets that go back to PMP forms with
the final vowel-glide sequence *-iw given in Table 5.61. Most likely due to
the quality of the PMP consonant preceding the final sequence, the two sets
develop in different ways. PMP *kahiw ‘wood; tree’ becomes PFL *kayu due
to loss of medial *h and PMP *laRiw becomes PFL *p-lari/*kari. The initial
syllable *pa is an innovation. The reflexes of PMP *kahiw > PFL *kayu follow
the regular pattern of intervocalic PFL *y. In Sika and Kedang, ultimate PFL
*yu > i. The reflexes of PMP *laRiw > PFL *p-lari/*kari follow the regular
pattern of final PFL *i, which is lowered to e in Western Lamaholot.

Table 5.61: Reflexes of final PMP *-iw

PMP *kahiw *laRiw

PFL *kayu *p-lari/*k-ari
SK rai p|lari

WL (tw1)  kayo pa|lare

CL (kx)  kadzu klari

EL - [...]

KD Pai -

)

‘wood; tree’  ‘run

Final PMP *-uy is reflected regularly as PFL *i. The reflexes in the Flores-
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Lembata languages follow the pattern of PFL *-i.
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Table 5.62: Reflexes of final PMP *-uy

PMP *hapuy *babuy *naguy
PFL *api *vavi *nani
SK api vavi nani
WL (Lw1) ape? vave nane
CL(kk)  api vavi nane
EL ape [-] nani
KD api vavi nani
‘fire’ ‘pig’ ‘swim’

5.2.9 The Proto-Flores-Lembata phoneme inventory

This section summarises the PFL phonemes reconstructed based on regu-
lar sound correspondences in the Flores-Lembata languages. In addition, I
summarise the PMP sources for the PFL sounds. For details on the reflexes
please consult the individual sections above. Table 5.63 presents the Proto-
Flores-Lembata (PFL) vowel inventory and Table 5.64 the PFL consonant

inventory.

Table 5.63: Vowel inventory of Proto-Flores-Lembata

‘ Front ‘ Central | Back

High | i
Mid *e *3
Low *a

The PFL vowels are retained from their PMP sources as such, with the addi-

tion of PFL *e which does not have a PMP source.
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Table 5.64: Consonant inventory of Proto-Flores-Lembata

‘ Labial ‘ Coronal ‘ Dorsal ‘ Glottal

Voiceless stops | *p *t *k *?
Voiced stops *b *d *g

Affricate *dz

Fricative *v *s *h
Nasal *m *n *1

Rhotic *r

Lateral 1

Approximant *y [j]

All reconstructed PFL consonants have regular PMP sources listed in 5.65,
except for PFL *d3. Nevertheless, there is evidence for PFL *dz as a marginal
phoneme of PFL (cf. §5.2.2.6). In Table 5.65, initial, intervocalic and final
phonemes are only listed separately when different changes apply.

Table 5.65: PMP sources for PFL phonemes

PMP source PFL Position Type of change

*p *poooall no change
*t *t  all no change
*k *k all no change
*q ¥ all lenition
*b *b o oall no change
/% /%2 *d  all merger
*g ¢ all no change
*m *m all no change
*n/*y *n-  initial merger
* *-n-  intervocalic no change
*1 *-- intervocalic no change
*b/*w *v all merger
*s *s all no change
*s *h  all lenition

*R roooall no change
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PMP source PFL Position Type of change

*R/*d *-r  final merger

*1 1 all no change
*y A 1| no change
*] *-y  final lenition

- *dz initial -

*a *a  all no change
*i *i all no change
*u *u all no change
*3 o all no change
- e all -

5.2.10 Reconstructed initial clusters in PFL

Table 5.66 provides examples of cognates sets with reconstructed initial con-
sonant clusters that most likely alternated with a single consonant form or
another cluster. Three of the five sets are of PMP origin but the clusters can-
not be traced back to PMP. No data on Eastern Lamaholot is available for
these concepts.

The table shows different patterns in each set but there are similarities
in the fact that a simple onset consonant gains a complex variant. For those
sets with a PMP source, the original form and the innovation can be easily
identified, such as PFL *vani ‘bee’ is the original, the base, and PFL *blani
is the innovated form, as they are traced back to PMP *wani ‘bee’. In the
synchronic forms, it appears that Sika and Kedang avoid complex onsets.
Nevertheless, some of the Kedang forms, such as lani ‘bee’ and nebi? ‘wall’
most likely go back to forms with complex onsets, similar to the forms still
found in some Lamaholot varieties.

The processes behind this variation in onset cannot be entirely explained
at the current stage. However, for the set denoting the concept ‘wall, nom-
inalising morphology can be recovered. The reconstruction *gabi / *gnabin
‘wall’ shows a process of nominalisation that is attested in CL-Central Lem-
bata (cf. §3.3.6) and is most likely more wide-spread. Base forms starting
with g are nominalised by the infix -n- and a suffix -k or -n. In some variet-
ies, this process transforms the voiced g into voiceless £.
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Table 5.66: PFL initial consonant clusters

‘bee’ ‘cheek’  ‘run’ ‘wall ‘shoulder’
PMP *wani *pipi *lariw - -
PFL *vani /  *pipi / *kari /  *gebi / *kpalilk /
*blani *Kklipi *plari *enabiln  *kwalilk
SK (HEW)  vani pipi plari gobi palilk
KD lani pipiln - nebi? vali
CL (KK) blani pipi kari kanabin kwale|k
CL (LR) [-.] klipi kar konabe|r  kwalelk
WL (LwL)  vane kalipi? pala?e kanabi? kpalilk
WL (AD) vane pipilkat  palare kanabi? -

blane pipiln plaen gobe -

(
(

WL (Lw1)  vane kalipi palare konabi -
(ms)

WL (pD) balane pipilp plae gnaben -

From the data, which mainly comes from wordlists, it is not clear whether
only one form is retained in the language, either the base or the derived
form, or whether both forms are still in use but only one was given. In Pam-
pus (1999:631) for WL-Lewolema, gabi? is given as a verb meaning ‘construct
a bamboo wall for a house’?, while the derived form kanabi? means ‘wall.
However, as varieties such as SK-Hewa with gobi ‘wall’ and WL-Munaseli
with gabe ‘wall’ appear to use the base form to refer to the nominal concept
‘wall’, the nominalising morphology is most likely not functional anymore
in these varieties.

5.3 Subgroups within Flores-Lembata

In this section, I summarise evidence for the subgroups established within
the family of Flores-Lembata. First, in §5.3.1, I provide evidence for the low-
estlevels which have been considered individual languages or dialect clusters
in previous work. These are Sika, Kedang, Central Lamaholot, Western Lama-
holot and Eastern Lamaholot. Second, in §5.3.2, I show that there is little

% Original definition: ‘mit einer Wand (aus gespaltenem Bambus) versehen’
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evidence to group these languages further into mid-level groups. Some group-
ings are more likely than others but none of them shows very convincing
evidence. For examples of the sound changes given in the following section,
see §5.2.

5.3.1 Evidence for low-level subgroups

5.3.1.1 Sika

The following regular sound changes only occur in Sika and thus define Sika
as an independent branch of Flores-Lembata.

1. PFL *d > r in all positions

2. PFL *-p- > n in intervocalic position

3. PFL *mp- > b in initial position

4. PFL *mt- > d in initial position

Most of these changes could have been active at the same point in time.
Only Change 4 must have occurred after Change 1 was completed. Other-
wise the the phonemes d resulting from PFL *m-t word initially would have
become r as well.

In addition, Sika also undergoes PFL *k > ? in all positions, PFL *d > r in
all positions and PFL *s > £ in all positions. However, these changes are not
unique to Sika but also occur in other Flores-Lembata languages.

Examples of lexical innovations in Sika are (i) gahar ‘tall, (ii) heret ‘yel-
low’ (# PFL *kumas-on ‘yellow’ < ? Malay kuning ‘yellow’+ mas ‘gold’) and
(iii) lopo ‘house’ (# PFL *ruma ‘house’ < PMP *Rumaq ‘house’). For the concept
‘tall’ no PFL form is known. All subbranches appear to have innovated dif-
ferent words. PFL *ruma ‘house’ is only retained in Alorese with the form
uma, all other Flores-Lembata languages have innovated a word for house.?

Possible cognates of lapo ‘house’ are found on Rote and Timor, such as
Termanu lopo ‘shelter’ and Meto lopo ‘Timorese round houses for social activ-
ities’ (Owen Edwards, pers. comm.). Sika could have borrowed the word
from these languages and changed o > 2. Nonetheless, it remains unknown
how the contact between the Sika speakers and the Rote-Meto speakers
could have taken place. For the other two innovations, no cognates or sim-
ilar forms could be found in other languages so far.

3 WL (except for Alorese) has lano ‘house, CL has una ‘house’ and KD has huna ‘house’. The
CL and KD words probably go back to PMP *qunaj ‘inside’
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5.3.1.2 Western Lamaholot

In Western Lamaholot varieties one exclusively shared sound change is at-
tested: PFL *r > 7.

Western Lamaholot also undergoes intervocalic PFL *-d- > r and PFL *s
> hin all positions. However, these are changes that are also attested in other
subgroups. Therefore, they are not subgroup-defining for Western Lamaho-
lot. Nevertheless, the change of PFL *-d- > r in Western Lamaholot must
have occured after the change of PFL *r > 7, as otherwise PFL *r and PFL
*-d- would have merged to 7. Also for *s > £ it is likely that it is a rather re-
cent change in Western Lamaholot because s remains in ritual speech and
in some fossilised derivatives (Pampus 1999:28).

There are two subsequent diffused changes attested in individual vari-
eties of Western Lamaholot. These are Proto-Western Lamaholot (PWL) *w
>f and PWL *y > d3. PWL *w > f is mainly found in the varieties of south-
ern Lembata and in Alorese on Alor. Fortition of PWL *y > d3 is attested
scattered in several areas throughout the whole Lamaholot area (Elias 2017a).

Examples of lexical innovations in the Western Lamaholot subgroup
are blaha ‘long’ and the clause-final negator PWL *hala ‘NEG’ (< PMP *salaq
‘wrong’). The innovation of the negator PWL *hala is not only a semantic
change but also a syntactic change. PFL had pre-predicate negation but this
new negator is placed clause-finally (cf. §10.3). Another exclusively shared
innovation of the Western Lamaholot subgroup is the loss of initial schwa
and the addition of final u(n) to the numeral ‘six’ from PFL *anom ‘six’, which
is now realised as namu or namuz in the WL varieties.

Alorese spoken on the islands of Alor and Pantar has been identified as
an independent language (Klamer 2011). Based on the shared sound change
of PFL *r > ? and the other shared innovations just listed, Alorese is part of
the Western Lamaholot.

5.3.1.3 Central Lamaholot

The following sound changes define the subgroup of Central Lamaholot.
They go back to the level of Proto-Central Lamaholot (PCL).

1. PFL *-d- > PCL *-d3- in intervocalic position
2. PFL *h > @ in all positions
3. PFL *? > @ in all positions
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There are a few subsequent changes attested in individual varieties of Cent-
ral Lamaholot. For example, the variety of Painara changes all PCL *s > A
and PCL *d3 (< PFL *-d- < PMP *d/*j/*z) undergoes an unconditioned split
of *dz to y and d3. Also in Lewokukung, PCL *dz sporadically changes into y
but this change affects a different selection of items as in Painara. In Central
Lembata, the reflex of PCL *y is d3.

The change of PCL *s > h and PCL *d3 > y in Painara and the retention
of PCL *s = s and the change of PCL *y > d3 in Central Lembata creates a sa-
lient distinction in these two adjacent varieties. Painara has the phonemes
h and y but no s and almost no d3, while Central Lembata has the phon-
emes s and d3 but no 4 nor y. This clear linguistic border coincides with the
socio-cultural division of Paji and Demon villages that is found throughout
the Lamaholot area (cf. §1.2.3.4). In the past, Paji and Demon were enemies
involving a lot of mistrust and violent acts of killing. In the case of the adja-
cent varieties of Painara and Central Lembata the phonemic distinctiveness
of the varieties appears to coincide with their socio-cultural distinctiveness.
It could be that the enmity between the two areas has contributed to the
phonological diversification of the two varieties.

In the varieties of Central Lamaholot and beyond, cases of sound change
diffusion can be observed. Glide fortition of *y > d3 is also attested in all
other Central Lamaholot varieties, except for Painara, as well as in several
varieties of Western Lamaholot (Elias 2017a). In the western varieties of Cent-
ral Lamaholot, the changes of *s > 4 and *w > f have probably diffused from
neighboring Western Lamaholot varieties (Elias 2017a).

Overall, Central Lamaholot is phonologically the most conservative sub-
group of Flores-Lembata. Central Lamaholot is the only FL group that re-
tains PFL *s = PCL *s and PFL *-av = av. In addition, final consonants are re-
tained more frequently in Central Lamaholot than in other Flores-Lembata
languages.

Examples of lexical innovations of Central Lamaholot are keda|k ‘big’ (#
PFL *raya < PMP *Raya), s<n>agur ‘smoke’ and luvak ‘sun’ (# PFL *ladav ‘sun’
< PMP *qalajaw ‘day’). A reflex of PFL *raya ‘big’ is only retained in Kedang
ria: ‘big, all other subgroups have innovated a new form for this concept.*
No PFL form for ‘smoke’ can be reconstructed.

In addition to lexical innovations, there are two morphological innova-

* WL and EL have bela ‘big’ or similar forms, and SK has gate ‘big’
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tions that are exclusive to Central Lamaholot: plural marking with the suffix
-dza and coda alternation in alienable nouns which results in nominal lex-
emes with two surface forms, such as au/aor ‘dog’ (cf. §8.4.2.1 and §3.3.3).

5.3.1.4 Eastern Lamaholot

No exclusively shared sound change is attested in the Eastern Lamaholot
varieties. Eastern Lamaholot undergoes PFL *-d- > r, PFL *s > & and PFL *k
> 7. These changes have also occurred in other subgroups and may have dif-
fused to Eastern Lamaholot. As all three changes are very common sound
changes, it may also be pure chance that they occur in more than one sub-
group.

Examples of lexical innovations in Eastern Lamaholot are 7uiu ‘narrow’
(# PFL *kiput < PMP *kiput ‘narrow’) and aso ‘tree’ (# PFL *kayu ‘tree; wood’
< PMP *kahiw ‘wood; tree’). The latter could be related to forms in Alor-
Pantar languages, such as Kula asaka ‘tree’ or Sawila asaka ‘tree’.

5.3.1.5 Kedang

The following sound changes only occur in Kedang and thus define Kedang
as an independent subgroup within Flores-Lembata.

1. PFL *g > k in all positions
2. PFL *-d- > (*d3 >) y/@ in intervocalic position; PFL *d > r before u(a)

Kedang also undergoes PFL *s > *h and PFL *k > ? in all positions which is
not listed as an exclusive innovation because it also occurs in Sika and East-
ern Lamaholot. However, the sound change PFL *g > £ must have happened
after the change of PFL *k > ? had occurred. Otherwise, PFL *k and PFL *g
would have merged as 7.

Examples of lexical innovations in Kedang are ?ebo ‘tail’ (# PFL *ikur <
PMP *ikuR) and uben ‘night'. For the concept night, no PFL form is known.
All subgroups appear to have innovated different words for ‘night’.

5.3.2 No good evidence for mid-level subgroups

At the current stage of research, there is no good evidence for mid-level sub-
groups in the Flores-Lembata family. Mid-level subgroups would unite two
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or more of the low-level groups defined in §5.3 by exclusively shared innov-
ations.

Nevertheless, there are three sound changes that are attested in more
than one subgroup:

- PFL *k > 7 in SK, KD and EL

- PFL *-d- > r in SK, WL and EL

- PFL *s > A in SK, KD, WL and EL
- PFL *-aw > -0 in SK and KD

There are two main reasons for not basing mid-level subgroups on these
changes. (1) The changes just listed are all cross-linguistically very common,
thus they would only be weak subgrouping evidence. If all three sound chan-
ges would be exclusive to the same set of languages, one may be able to take
them as evidence for a subgroup. However, this is not the case for the Flores-
Lembata languages. (2) For at least some of these changes, I have pointed
out in the section above that they must have happened after another sound
change in that subgroup to explain the synchronic forms in the subgroup.
For example, the subgroup-defining change for WL PFL *r > ? must have
happened before PFL *-d- > r, as -r- < PFL *-d- is retained unchanged in
the WL varieties and not changed into ?. For these reasons, I suggest that
the shared changes are either independent developments in the individual
subgroups or spread through vertical diffusion after the split-up of Proto-
Flores-Lembata. For Sika, an individual development of PFL *-d- > r is likely
as Sika undergoes the same change also in initial position.

Apart from the shared sound changes just discussed, there is another
potentially shared sound change of PFL *-d- > d3 in CL and KD. In Kedang,
there is only indirect evidence for this change, as nowadays all PFL *-d- have
become y in Kedang. While the change of PFL *-d- > *d3 could provide evid-
ence for a CL-Kedang subgroup, it must be borne in mind that reconstruc-
tion of medial *-d- for PFL is somewhat problematic (§5.2.2.4) and an al-
ternate reconstruction is PFL *-dz-. However, in this alternative case of re-
cosntruction, intervocalic d3 would be a shared retention in CL and Kedang
and provide no evidence for subgrouping. Given this possibility, I prefer not
to subgroup CL and Kedang together on the basis of *-d- > d3.

Despite the absence of shared sound changes, there is lexical evidence
for treating the Lamaholot varieties as a single unit apart from Sika and
Kedang. This is based on lexical statistics by Keraf (1978a) who calculates
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about 50% shared basic vocabulary between WL, EL and CL, whereas only
about 20-30% is shared by these three groups with Kedang or Sika. How-
ever, this evidence is not particularly strong subgrouping evidence because
lexical items could have easily diffused between these adjacent languages.
Furthermore, their speakers are in intensive contact with each other. Only in
combination with exclusively shared sound changes, could the lexical evid-
ence could provide additional support. For the three Lamaholot subgroups,
no shared sound change is attested. Therefore, there is no good basis for
proposing a proto-language, such as Proto-Lamaholot. Nevertheless, due to
the relative lexical similarity and the more recent shared social history it is
justifiable to speak of Lamaholot as a unit when keeping in mind that this
language group historically encompasses three independent subgroups of
Flores-Lembata.

There might be a slight evidence for Kedang-Lamaholot as a subgroup
including Kedang, Western Lamaholot, Eastern Lamaholot and Central Lama-
holot based on shared lexical innovations. Kedang and the Lamaholot sub-
groups have 73 shared lexical innovations compared with 41 lexical items
shared between Lamaholot and Sika (cf. §6.3.2 and §6.3.3). However, given
the lack of any supporting evidence I do not consider this evidence alone
strong enough to assume a Kedang-Lamaholot subgroup.

5.4 Evidence for a Flores-Lembata subgroup

The subgroup of Flores-Lembata encompasses exclusively all five innova-
tion-defined groups discussed in §5.3.1: Sika, Kedang, Central Lamaholot,
Western Lamaholot and Eastern Lamaholot. The Flores-Lembata subgroup
is defined by the following three sound changes. Examples of cognate sets
containing the sounds affected by the PFL sound changes have been listed
earlier in the tables in §5.2.

1. PMP *n-/*n- > PFL *n- [ #_
2. PMP *z/*d/*j > PFL *d
3. PMP *s > PFL *s/*h

While each of these individual changes may be found in other groups, such
as for example *1 > n in Timor-Babar, no other languages share the exact set
of these three changes.
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5.5 Evidence for a Bima-Lembata subgroup

After having shown that Flores-Lembata is an innovation-defined subgroup,
I propose that Flores-Lembata can be grouped together with the languages
of Central Flores, Western Flores, Bima, Sumba-Hawu based on the uncon-
ditioned split of initial PMP *b- > *b-/*w- in the same lexical items, as in
Flores-Lembata (cf. §5.2.2.2). I name this subgroup Bima-Lembata as these
two islands are the westernmost island (Bima) and the easternmost island
(Lembata) of this subgroup. All languages in between these islands, includ-
ing the Sumba-Hawu languages in the south, are part of Bima-Lembata. Ex-
amples of initial PMP *b- > w in a representative selection of languages of
this area are listed in Table 5.67.

Table 5.67: Initial PMP *b- > PBL *w- in the Bima-Lembata languages

‘pig’ ‘stone’  ‘fruit ‘moon’ ‘woman’ ‘foam’
PMP *babuy *batu  *buaq *bulan *bahi *bujeq
PFL *vavi *vatu *vua *vulan *vai *vuda
SK vavi vatu vua vulan  vai vura|n
KD vavi var (Viua  wvula - vuraln
CL vavi vatu vualk  vulan - palvudsa
WL (Lwr) vave vato vualp  vula vai vuralhan
EL [.:] vato vurd [-.] - [.:]
PCF *wawi  [...] [..] *wula  *fai *woda
Lio vavi vatu - vula fai vora
Ende wawi watu - wurha  hai wora
Ngao vavi vatu - wuba - voda
Keo wawi watu - wuda  fai -
Nage vavi vatu - vuda  fai voua
Ngada vavi vatu vua vula fai voza
Rongga wawi watu - wula fai vo.a
Palu’e wawi watu - wula wai -

Manggarai - watu wua wulay  wai wusa
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‘pig’ ‘stone’  ‘fruit ‘moon’ ‘woman’ ‘foam’
Komodo - batu wua wulan - -
Bima vavi vadu vua vura - [..]
Kambera wei watu wua wulan - wura
Hawu vavi volvadu vue voru - voro
PRM *bafi *batu *bua-k *bulan *fee *fudze

PMP = Proto-Malayo-Polynesian, PRM = Proto-Rote-Meto (Owen Edwards, pers. comm.)
PCF = Proto-Central Flores (Elias 2018), PFL = Proto-Flores-Lembata

I propose that the change of *b- > w in relevant lexical items occurred at the
level of Proto-Bima-Lembata, and those probably merged with reflexes of
PMP *w. Proto-Bima-Lembata (PBL) *w then further develops into v, v or f
in individual languages. The reflex of PBL *w is PFL *v. The change of PBL
*w > f only occurs in individual lexemes of Proto-Central Flores (PCF), such
as PCF *fai ‘woman’ (< PMP *bahi). A similar change of PBL *w > PFL *v >
f is regular in some varieties of Western and Central Lamaholot (cf. 5.3.1).
Komodo batu ‘stone’ is the only irregular reflex in these cognate sets as it
shows PMP *b > 6.

The last line of the table provides Proto-Rote-Meto (PRM) reconstruc-
tions to show that the Rote-Meto languages do not follow the same pattern.
The Austronesian Rote-Meto languages are the geographically closest east-
ern neighbour of Bima-Lembata.

Words which do not undergo PMP *b >w have various reflexes in the lan-
guages of Flores-Lembata, Flores, Bima and Sumba, as shown in Table 5.68.
In Flores-Lembata *b is retained as b, while in the other languages different
patterns emerge. Some extend the shift to w further, such as some Central
Flores languages, while others keep 6 or change it into 6. The most regular
is Palu'e where all words with PMP *b that do not undergo *b > w/v under-
went *b > p instead. As the same lexical items undergo PMP *b > w initially
in all languages of Bima-Lembata, while the other lexemes reflect PMP *b
in different ways, the split of PMP *b- > *b-/*w- in initial position is strong
evidence for an innovation-defined subgroup. The Austronesian languages
of Timor show a different pattern. Thus for example, while the Rote-Meto
languages show a split of PMP *b > f /b, the distribution does not affect the
same lexemes as for the languages of Flores, Bima and Sumba.
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Table 5.68: Initial PMP *b- > b/6/p/w in the Bima-Lembata languages

‘return’  ‘divide’ ‘pound’ ‘heavy’  ‘white’ ‘flower’

PMP *balik *baqagi *bayu  *beraqat *budaq  *bupa

PFL *balo(y) *bagi *bayu *borat *buda?  *buna
SK balon bige  bai barat bura? -

KD - bo? bae bara? buya? -

CL - - badzu barat budzalk  buna
WL (w1) [..] - bayo  bara bura -

EL - [-..] [.] bara buro -
PCF *bale [..] *wayu - - [-]
Lio bale - wadgu - - vona
Ende ba.e bagi  wadju - - wona
Ngao - - vadsu - - vona
Keo bade bagi  wadju - - wona
Nage - - watfu - - vona
Ngada bale bagi  wadju - - vona
Rongga  bale bayi  wadjzu - - -
Palu’e palu - padzu padza pura -
Manggarai - bahi - - - -
Komodo wale? [-..] wadsu - - -
Bima mbali bage  mbadsu bara bura buna
Kambera beli - bai - burahu -
Hawu [..] bake - - ?vo pudi |..]
PRM *bali/*bali - *mbau *berat - *puna-k

PMP = Proto-Malayo-Polynesian, PRM = Proto-Rote-Meto (Owen Edwards, pers. comm.),
PCF = Proto-Central Flores (Elias 2018), PFL = Proto-Flores-Lembata

Therefore, I conclude that the split of initial PMP *b- > *b-/*w- is a shared
innovation and which can be posited as evidence for subgrouping the lan-
guages of Flores-Lembata, Central Flores, Western Flores, Bima, and Sumba-
Hawu. This subgroup can be called Bima-Lembata based on its geographic
extension from west to east. Such a subgroup has been suggested by Blust
(2008:48) who proposed that the Sumba-Hawu group may include languages
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of Western and Central Flores, but only can include Bima if also languages
further east are included. These languages further east are the Flores-Lembata
languages. The internal division of Bima-Lembata remains to be investig-
ated further. At the present stage of research, Sumba-Hawu (Blust 2008),
Central Flores (Elias 2017b) and Flores-Lembata (§5.4) are innovation-defined
subgroups within the Bima-Lembata languages.

5.6 Conclusions

In this chapter, I have shown regular reflexes of Proto-Malayo-Polynesian
(PMP) consonants and vowels in all languages of Flores-Lembata. I defined
five subgroups within Flores-Lembata which are each supported by shared
sound changes and lexical innovations.

Sika is defined by the exclusive sound changes of PFL *d > r, PFL *-n- >
n, PFL *mp- > b and PFL *mt- > d, as well as lexical innovations, such as ga-
har ‘tall’, heret ‘yellow’ and lapo ‘house’. Kedang is defined by the exclusively
shared sound changes of PFL *g > k£ and PFL *-d- > /0, as well as lexical in-
novations, such as Pebo ‘tail’ and uben ‘night’ Central Lamaholot is defined
by the exclusively shared sound changes of PFL *-d- > d3, PFL *h > @, and
PFL *? > @, as well as lexical innovations, such as kedak ‘big’, snagur ‘smoke,
luvak ‘sun’. Western Lamaholot is defined by the exclusively shared sound
change of PFL *r > ? and lexical innovations, such as blaha ‘long) and the
semantic change of hala ‘wrong; mistake’ > hala ‘NEG. Eastern Lamaholot
does not undergo any exclusively shared sound change, but there are lexical
innovations, such as Pufiu ‘narrow’ and aso ‘tree’.

This work is the first to include Eastern Lamaholot and Central Lama-
holot varieties and establish them as independent subgroups of the Flores-
Lembata family. There is no evidence to group any of the five subgroups
together as a mid-level subgroup within Flores-Lembata.

Further, I provided evidence for Flores-Lembata as a subgroup based
on three shared sound changes: PMP *1- > PFL *n in initial position, PMP
*il*z/*d > PFL *d and PMP *s > PFL *s/*h.

Finally, I provided evidence for a larger Bima-Lembata subgroup includ-
ing Flores-Lembata, Bima, Sumba-Hawu and West-Central Flores based on
the lenition of initial PMP *b- > *w- in a specific set of lexical items which
do not show this lenition in other languages of the region.



