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The Variational Mode
Three cases about documents, artworks and animation
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Preamble

Introduction. Artworks and documents
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. Cycles

. References

. Intensities

. Narrative, mode

. Law, power

. An archaeological approach
. Art, use

. In and through

. Animation

0. Map

Case 1. Notes on the assassin Simone Pianetti (1858 - ?)
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. Discovery through practice

. The list

. Pianetti’s figure in the work of cantastorie
. Pianetti as the object of criminological investigation
. Pianetti adapted for puppets

. Pianetti in my artistic practice

. Variations on Pianetti’s afterlife

. Fogli volanti and cantastorie

. The loop of documents and monuments

0. Felicity conditions

1. Documentality and power

12. Obligatio
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3. Evidence

14. A variational mode
15. Questions towards
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The case of Augusto Masetti’s amnesia

. “Something you don’t know you have done”
. The act

. Interrogations, reports, demonstrations

. Pamphlets

Regime of truth

. Workshops and performances

. Imputability

. Irresponsibility
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9. Force

Case I11. El espiritado, or how a puppet is born
1. Variations as documents
2. Research-in-the-making as an artistic format
3. Recording interviews
4. Enter the espiritado
5. El Diablo en el Pozo
6. Animating the devil
7. Hypnic myoclonia
8. The empty space
9. Curtain falls

Epilogue. Pure documents

Addenda
Endplay. A recapitulation
The Theatre of Sleepwalkers. Conversation with Andrea Cavalletti
Glossary
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