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More than three quarters of Indonesians do not have access to piped
water. They depend on river water for bathing and sometimes also
for drinking water. But the vast majority of rivers are severely
polluted, many of them by industrial waste. This book explains why
it has been so difficult for both the government and citizens to act
against industrial river pollution.

This socio-legal rescarch looks at regulation and explains how
government institutions have set norms to polluting behaviour, and
how they have detected and responded to violations. It also analyses
how citizens have participated in this process and how they seek
redress for the wrongdoings they are faced with. Does victim
involvement offer better chances for adequate environmental
problem solving?

The author illuminates in a clear manner the complex interrelations

between the processes of regulation and redress seeking. Two

extended case studies on Rancaekek in West Java and Kao-Malifut
in North Maluku demonstrate this in a penetrating way. They
illustrate how in practice these interrclations can lead to losing
sight of stopping the actual pollution problem, shifting focus to
compensation and increased social tensions and inequality within
communities that are affected by pollution. This study’s theoretical
contribution lies mainly in expanding the insights into the mutual
influence of regulation and redress seeking, and their results.

This is a volume in the series of the Meijers Research Institute and
Graduate School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden University. This study
is part of the Law School’s research program on ‘Effective Protection of
Fundamental Rights in a Pluralist World’.
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