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I was born in New Delhi, India on 30 September 1992. As a kid, I always found
myself doing well at science and maths. But if given a choice, I much preferred
going out to play football rather than be in the classroom. I started developing an
interest in astronomy at the age of around 13, thanks to some introductory physics
courses about gravitation and how it kept the planets in motion around the Sun.
I was also part of the Astronomy Club in middle school and a field trip out in
the country side with the club, armed with some amateur telescopes and plenty
of snacks, changed my perception of the cosmos forever. On a moonless night,
we saw the moons of Jupiter, the rings of Saturn and for the first time in my life,
I could see the Milky Way, which for a city boy like me was absolutely mind-
blowing. I remember just laying on the grassy field for an hour, looking up and
feeling insignificant. From that day my interest in Astronomy grew, and I think I
knew somewhere at the back of my mind that Astronomy is what I truly enjoyed
studying.

After finishing school, I enrolled in a Bachelor in Physics (with Honours) at
the University of Delhi. During my Bachelors degree, I had the pleasure of com-
ing across many nice teachers and supervisors who helped build my motivation to
apply for a Masters degree. I then obtained a Masters in Astrophysics from Univer-
sity College London, towards the end of which I knew that I would like to pursue a
career in scientific research. The main driving force was my Masters thesis super-
visor, Prof. Kinwah Wu, who taught me so much, inspired me everyday with his
knowledge and his personality and motivated me to not just be a good scientist, but
also be a good human being. His selflessness and intelligence gave me something
to strive for, and if not for his advice, I probably would not have ended up in Leiden
for my PhD.

I will never forget my time in Leiden, both because of the amazing life expe-
riences I’ve had and because of how much I have grown as a scientist and as a
person. I arrived at Leiden Observatory in November of 2014 to start a PhD with
Prof. Huub Röttgering, studying distant radio AGN. I had very little experience
with radio astronomy, and had been a theoretician all my life. Leiden gave me the
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platform and the resources to continue my growth as a scientist. Thanks to Huub’s
unwavering support, I was fortunate to have worked on a project that involved the-
ory/modelling, radio astronomy, optical spectroscopy and near-infrared imaging.
In Leiden I gained my first telescope observing experience, which has the power
to reinforce one’s love for astronomy and I have found myself going observing reg-
ularly ever since. I also had the opportunity to travel to the biggest institutes and
conferences around the world to collaborate and present my results. Being sur-
rounded by inspiring people helped me set high standards for myself and step out
of my comfort zone.

I aim to continue my growth as a scientist and maintain a wide variety of re-
search interests, which is why I have switched gears a little bit and decided to
pursue research in the formation and evolution of galaxies at high redshifts. I have
now moved to the Osservatorio Astronomico di Roma, Italy for my postdoc and
I am looking forward to seeing the sun a lot more, and learning new things and
accumulating new experiences. One thing that has not changed is the fact that if
given an option, I would still much prefer to play (or watch) football, any day of
the week.
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