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Note on spelling 

 

In this dissertation, mention is made of numerous villages throughout Coromandel in which 

the VOC had a commercial stake. Few of these villages still exist, and in most cases it has not 

been possible to locate them precisely or find standardized English spelling of their names. 

For this reason, the author has decided to use the spellings given by the VOC officials of the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.  

                 Alternative spellings of Gingee include Jinji and Senji. This dissertation uses Gingee. 

Similarly, Masulipatnam is sometimes written as Machilipatnam, and Nagapatnam as 

Negapatnam, but the spellings Masulipatnam and Nagapatnam are used in this dissertation. 

In some cases, alternative spellings are given in parentheses. For example, Chapter 3 

mentions Tirumalairayanpattinam, a fifteenth–century port in southern Coromandel. By the 

time the VOC speak of the port in the second half of the seventeenth century, however, it had 

turned into a small village inhabited by weavers and dyers, and the spelling used in the VOC 

sources is Tirumalapattinam. The alternate spelling Tirumalairayanpattinam is given in 

parentheses.  

                For terms in Persian and other South Asian languages I use the most common 

transliteration, dispensing with diacritical marks but using italics. This dissertation has used 

translated Persian chronicles. I will refer to them on the basis of the transcription that is 

offered by the translator (Sarkar), being Maasir–i–Alamgiri and Tarikh–i–Dilkasha. 

Throughout the thesis I have adopted his usage of the Persian ezafe for titles, technical terms 

and personal names. 


