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CURRICULUM VITAE

Pauline Spronk was born on the 6th of April 1988 in Tilburg, the Netherlands. At a 

younger age, she was convinced she wanted to become an actress. At the age of 12, 

she attended a special musical department at the Willem II college in Tilburg to pursue 

her interest in theatre through various extracurricular activities including drama and 

singing lessons.

Although she has always continued these activities, she became interested in biology 

during high school. In 2007, she started studying medicine at the Erasmus Medical 

Center in Rotterdam. During her studies, she worked as allocation coordinator for the 

Eurotransplant International Foundation.

Her first scientific project was named ‘Diagnosis and treatment of lymph node metas-

tases in pediatric rhabodomyosarcoma in the Netherlands’, and was supervised by drs. 

C.E. Terwisscha van Scheltinga and Prof. R.M. Wijnen of the department of pediatric 

surgery in Rotterdam, in 2011. Thereafter, she got the opportunity to attend an extra 

surgical internship at the University of Heidelberg, in Germany, which she combined 

with a research project on ‘Quality of life after a total pancreatectomy versus a Whipple 

procedure’, supervised by Prof. J. Werner and Prof. M.W. Büchler. Her keen interest in 

science and surgery was awakened.

After graduating from medical school at the University of Leiden in 2014, she enrolled 

in a fulltime PhD program at the Dutch Institute for Clinical Auditing (DICA) under 

supervision of Prof. R.A.E.M. Tollenaar, dr. C.H. Smorenburg and dr. M.T.F.D. Vrancken 

Peeters, which has led to this thesis. During this three-year period, she combined the 

daily management of multiple national audits, especially the Nabon Breast Cancer 

Audit (NBCA) and the start-up of the Dutch Breast Implant Registry (DBIR), with sci-

entific research on ‘Quality of Healthcare’, a hot topic in this current era of increasing 

transparency and accountability throughout our society.

From 2016 to 2018, she was actively involved in the International Collaboration of 

Breast Device Registries (ICOBRA), eleven contributing countries and organizations, 
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aiming to standardize global data in order to reflect global best practice and increase 

patient safety in breast implant surgery.

Pauline obtained clinical experience as a resident not in training at the department of 

Surgery at Spaarne Gasthuis in Haarlem/Hoofddorp and at the department of Plastic 

and Reconstructive Surgery at the Erasmus Medical Center in Rotterdam. Currently, 

she is working at the department of Surgery at Alrijne Ziekenhuis, in Leiderdorp.
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Nederland. Dit in combinatie met de mensen die je ontmoet en de plekken waar je 

komt in binnen- en buitenland, maken een promotie goud waard.

Prof. dr. R.A.E.M. Tollenaar, beste Rob, en Dr. M.W.J.M. Wouters, beste Michel, 

de grondleggers van kwaliteit van zorgsystemen in Nederland, dank dat jullie mij de 

kans hebben gegeven deel te nemen in een jonge groeiende organisatie als DICA. Het 

was een buitengewoon leerzame tijd met inspirerende congressen, vergaderingen, 

heidagen en gezamenlijke wetenschapsuren.

Het beste promotieteam: Dr. M.J.T.D. Vrancken-Peeters en Dr. C.H. Smorenburg.

Lieve Marie-Jeanne, ik bewonder hoe je op een diplomatieke manier leidinggeeft, 
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onderzoek.
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In het bijzonder wil ik Thijs, Nina, Sabine en Kay bedanken, voor de fijne samenwerk-

ing in de dagelijks NBCA-beslommeringen.

Het bestuur en de wetenschappelijke commissie van de DBIR en alle betrokken 

plastisch chirurgen. Beste Hinne, Marc, Juliette, Xavier, Marije, Babette, in het 

enthousiasme vloog soms het eten over de tafel. Veel dank voor de inspirerende tijd. 

Jullie betekenen veel voor plastisch Nederland!
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