
Quality assurance in breast cancer care and breast implant surgery
Spronk, P.E.R.

Citation
Spronk, P. E. R. (2019, April 18). Quality assurance in breast cancer care and breast implant
surgery. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/71734
 
Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)
License: Leiden University Non-exclusive license
Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/71734
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:3
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/71734


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/71734  holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation. 
 
Author: Spronk, P.E.R. 
Title: Quality assurance in breast cancer care and breast implant surgery 
Issue Date: 2019-04-18 
 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/71734
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


Quality assurance in breast cancer care and breast implant surgery

Pauline Elisabeth Richard Spronk



Cover			   Lefhebbers | www.lefhebbers.nl

Layout and printed by	 Optima Grafische Communicatie | www.ogc.nl

ISBN			   978-94-6361-208-1

Financial support for printing this thesis was kindly provided by the following 

foundations and companies: Dutch Institute for Clinical Auditing (DICA), Nederlandse 

Vereniging voor Plastische Chirurgie (NVPC), BlooMedICAL Benelux NV, ERBE 

Nederland BV, GS1 Nederland BV, Allergan BV, Aleamed BV, Chipsoft BV, Walaeus 

bibliotheek LUMC.   

The sponsors had no role in the design, execution, analyses, data interpretation and 

the decision to submit the results of the studies included in this thesis. 



Quality assurance in breast cancer care and breast implant surgery

Proefschrift

ter verkrijging van

de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden,

op gezag van Rector Magnificus prof.mr. C.J.J.M. Stolker,

volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties

te verdedigen op donderdag 18 April 15:00

door

Pauline Elisabeth Richard Spronk

Geboren te Tilburg in 1988



Promotor

Prof. R.A.E.M. Tollenaar (LUMC Leiden)

Co-promotores

Dr. C.H. Smorenburg (NKI-AVL Amsterdam)

Dr. M.T.F.D. Vrancken-Peeters (NKI-AVL Amsterdam)

Leescommissie

Prof. Dr. E. van der Wall (UMC Utrecht)

Prof. Dr. Ir. J.J.M. van der Hoeven (Radboud UMC Nijmegen)

Dr. G.J. Liefers (LUMC Leiden)

Dr. H.A. Rakhorst (MST Enschede)



Voor Wiechert





CONTENTS

1. Introduction 9

Part I Quality assurance in breast cancer care

2. Variation in the use of neoadjuvant chemotherapy for stage III breast 

cancer

23

The Breast 2017

3. Current decisions on neoadjuvant chemotherapy for early breast 

cancer; Experts’ experiences in the Netherlands

37

Patient Education & Counseling 2018

4. Patients’ experiences with decisions on timing of chemotherapy for 

early breast cancer

57

The Breast 2018

5. Breast conserving therapy after neoadjuvant chemotherapy 81

European Journal of Surgical Oncology 2019

6. Trends on axillary surgery in non-metastatic breast cancer patients 

treated between 2011 and 2015

103

Annals of Surgery 2017

Part II Quality assurance in breast implant surgery

7. How to improve patient safety and quality of care in breast implant 

surgery? First outcomes from the Dutch Breast Implant registry 

(2015-2017)

125

Submitted

8. From the ICOBRA initiative: A globally agreed minimum data set for 

breast implant surgery

147

Submitted

9. Summary 171

10. General discussion and future perspectives 185

11. Dutch Summary 203

Curriculum Vitae 217

Author’s list of publications 219

Dankwoord 223




