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Appendix  

 

High Court cases involving the VOC and WIC 
 

The following is an exhaustive list of the cases dealt with by the High Court of Holland, 

Zeeland and West-Friesland which involved the VOC and the WIC. The year(s) denotes 

when the court passed a sentence in the case. Many cases were multifaceted and all were 

complex, but to avoid double-counting I have identified one main issue and categorised 

the cases accordingly.    

 

Monopoly cases 

 

Charters 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1619, 1622 VOC no chamber Australia Company 

1620, 1623, 

1633 VOC Chamber Amsterdam  Magellan Company 

 

Contracts, prize, confiscation, recognition fees 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1618 VOC no chamber William Carmichael 

1621 VOC no chamber EIC 

1643 WIC no chamber  Skipper and reeders Hercules 

1646 WIC 

Chamber Rotterdam 

[Maze] 

Dirk Duijst van Voorhout and 

Adraen Adriansz Drooch, reeders of 

the ship De Jaeger 

1659 WIC Chamber Zeeland Reijnier Jansz 

1659 WIC 

Chamber Dordrecht, 

Delft and Rotterdam 

[Maze] Pieter Jans Boeije  

1660 [WIC] 

Dordrecht and Delft 

[Chamber Maze] Rotterdam [Chamber Maze] 

1662 

WIC, 

Bartels no chamber Daniels  

1662 WIC no chamber bevrachters of the ship De Liefde 

1662, 1665, 

1760, 1671, 

1674, 1676  WIC Chamber Hoorn Harmon Severijnse, Scheurhoff  

1664 WIC no chamber Witte Duijf 
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1665, 1686  WIC Chamber Hoorn Joseph Alvares 

1666, 1669, 

1670 WIC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam Henri Momber 

1667 WIC no chamber 

representative of the French West 

India Company  

1673 WIC 

Chamber 

Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Verpoorten 

1687 WIC Chamber Zeeland Pieter Feijssen, boekhouder De Faem 

1688 WIC 

Chamber 

Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Nicolaes van Hoorn 

1696 WIC Chamber Zeeland Michiel Verpoorten 

1705, 1707 WIC Chamber Maze  

Baelde . Involved Beck, van Hoorn, 

and Wesel and Ostdorp 

1709 WIC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam Barbara Cromhuijsen, Sweerts 

1713 WIC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam Joan Sevenhuijsen 

1735/6 WIC no chamber named  Isaac Minet 

1751 

WIC, 

intervened 

for captain no chamber Robert Noree's heirs 

1782 WIC 

Jacob de Petersen 

representative of 

Prince of Orange 

and other directors Susanna Catharina la Mont  

 

Private trade 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1680, 1693 VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam 

Toledo, later Nicolaas Somer for 

Toledo 

1687 VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam Jan Molenaar 

1705 VOC Heeren XVII George Munnick 

1706 VOC no chamber  Laurens Pit, heirs of Johan Pit 

1710 VOC Chamber Hoorn Heirs of Christiaan Pit 

1713, 1714, 

1721 VOC  Heeren XVII 

Ida Hochepied, wed. Wouter 

Jacobsz. Valkenier 

1714 VOC no chamber Pieter Goodschalk 
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1748 VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam Jan Schull 

1755 VOC Heeren XVII George Beems 

1778 VOC no chamber Johannes Hazelkamp 

 

 

Wage cases 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1634 WIC Chamber Zeeland Jasperssen et al 

1645 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Hans Boije  

1647, 1652 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Grietje Jacobs 

1668 VOC Chamber Enkhuizen Hendrick Fopp van Gent 

1674 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Maria Thirion 

1686, 1688 VOC Chamber Amsterdam 

Salomon (Samuel) and Metgen 

Elders 

1699, 1700 VOC Chamber Amsterdam 

Noeltje Class wed. Boudewijn de 

Vlamingh  

1707, 

1708, 1713 VOC especially Zeeland Berenberg 

1721, 1725 VOC   Mr. Abraham van Kervel 

1723 VOC Chamber Zeeland 

C. Bussonius wed. de Bruijn casssier 

In Zeelant 

1741 VOC Chamber Amsterdam 

Reijnier de Wolf en Anthonij 

Karstens et al  

1746  VOC 

Amsterdam and 

other directors 

Jacob Kakelaar son of Jan who was 

in Ambon 

1749  VOC Chamber Amsterdam vendumeesters Amsterdam 

1749 VOC no chamber Johan Hendrik van Panhuijs 

1750, 1768 VOC 

Representative of 

Prince of Orange, 

Chamber 

Amsterdam, and 

other directors  

Margareta Constantia del Borgo 

wed. J P Schagen 

1752, 

1753, 1761 VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam, plus 

other directors Aaltje fransse wed. Canter 

1762 VOC   Gualter van der Beets 

1771 VOC hoofdofficierenfonds 

Christina Susana Deldeijn wife of 

deceased Company employee 
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Share cases 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1621 VOC 

Chamber Middelburg 

(Zeeland) Thomas L(B)aleij  

1625 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Abraham de Ligue 

1655 VOC Chamber Hoorn Bartholotti 

1706 VOC Chamber Zeeland Franc Ximenes Belmonte 

1709, 1713 VOC  Raden en meesters of Great Britain 

1714, 1715 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Aaron en Joseph de Pinto 

1715, 1717 VOC Chamber Zeeland Coning and/or Hatting 

1746 VOC Chamber Zeeland 

Moses van Salomon Curiel and 

Violante Abendana Osorio 

1752 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Mr. Gerard Bikker 

 

 

Financial instruments 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1655, 1657  VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam 

Sara van Heijnsbergen/Dirck de 

Goijer 

1661, 1662 VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam Junius for Maria  

1662 VOC 

Chamber 

Amsterdam  Johan Maes 

1680 WIC 

Chamber 

Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Jacob van Hoorn/Harm/Hoon 

1682 VOC Chamber Zeeland Mr. Johannes de Braij 

1690, 1692 VOC 

Chamber 

Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Adriana van Blijenburgh 

1690 WIC Chamber Zeeland Johan Godijn cs  

1704 VOC Chamber Enkhuizen Mr. Joan Haga cs 

1743, 1744, 

1745, 1746 VOC Heeren XVII Philip van der Giesen  

1770 VOC Chamber Zeeland Daniel Barbé 
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Compensation claims 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1705, 1706 VOC Chamber Zeeland Sautijn 

1708, 1717, 

1719  VOC 

especially Chamber 

Amsterdam Pieter de la Rue 

1717 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Anna Montenacq 

1726 VOC Chamber Amsterdam 

Mr. Andries Kluppel and Andries 

Schaak 

 

 

Inheritance 

  

Year Company Litigants  

1674, 1675, 

1683, 1690 

VOC Chamber Amsterdam Lucas Milliart, Jan van Emmrick, 

Severijn Beek 

1680, 1688, 

1689, 1690, 

1692, 1695 

WIC Chamber 

Amsterdam, of ‘old, 

dissolved company’, 

later ‘New Chamber 

Amsterdam’  

Maria Halewijn 

1713  VOC Chamber Amsterdam Colerus 

1753 VOC [Chamber 

Amsterdam]  

Procureur Generaal 

1762 VOC no chamber Hendrik Boom representing 

Phoonsen 

1784 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Moores, advocate, and creditors 

1784 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Jolle Jolles and Johannes Rietveld, 

curators 

 

 

Property rights related to colonial goods 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1607, 1614 VOC Chamber Enkhuizen Egbert Willemsen 

1609, 1618 

VOC in 

Zeeland Chamber Amsterdam Lievens for Lennart/Leenderts  

1634 VOC Chamber Delft 

Regenten van huijsarmen en 

almoeseniershuis tot Amsterdam  

1637 WIC 

Chamber Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Charles de Conuck 
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1665 VOC 

Chamber Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Groterus and Le Seultre 

1667 WIC 

Laurens Verpoorten, 

WIC Chamber 

Zeeland Weths/Wesels 

1688 VOC Chamber Enkhuizen Isaac Wardingh?  

1702 VOC Chamber Zeeland Hogendorp, regarding Jan Maertens 

1703 VOC Chamber Zeeland 

Van der Beecke and Securius, 

regarding Jan Maertens 

1788 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Jan Gildemeester and son 

1788 VOC Chamber Amsterdam 

Velkens and Schouten De Waal, 

merchants  

1788 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Fredrik Rohne 

 

 

Uncategorised 

 

Year Company Litigants  

1614 VOC 

Chamber Middelburg 

[Zeeland] Willem Usselincx 

1626 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Aelbert Gerrits 

1653 WIC Chamber Hoorn Jacob Janspoten 

1654 VOC Chamber Amsterdam Hendrik van den H?  

1660 WIC Chamber Amsterdam Martin Barts from Gluckstad 

1679 VOC no chamber Adriaan van Borselen 

1700, 1701 WIC Noorder Quartier  Hillebrant van der Sluijs 

1747 VOC no chamber  Magtilda Vergeel 

1778 VOC Chamber Zeeland Schip Gilde Middelburg 

1782 WIC Chamber Zeeland De Bruyn en Smit 
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