
Contributions to the computational processing of diachronic linguistic
corpora
Cunha, E. Landulfo Teixeira Paradela

Citation
Cunha, E. L. T. P. (2020, March 19). Contributions to the computational processing of
diachronic linguistic corpora. LOT dissertation series. LOT, Amsterdam. Retrieved from
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/133504
 
Version: Publisher's Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/133504
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/133504


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/133504 holds various files of this Leiden University 

dissertation.  

 

Author: Cunha, E. Landulfo Teixeira Paradela 

Title: Contributions to the computational processing of diachronic linguistic corpora 

Issue date: 2020-03-19 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/133504


Stellingen behorende bij het proefschrift getiteld

‘Contributions to the Computational Processing of
Diachronic Linguistic Corpora’

1. Compiling, preparing and maintaining Web corpora are highly relevant
tasks for research on linguistics, digital humanities, political science and
related fields. [Chapter 2]

2. Automatically obtained lists of words that got established or obsolete in
certain periods of time are interesting sources of information for under-
standing broad diachronic societal and cultural changes. [Chapter 3]

3. New American English words are increasingly more lenghty adjectives and
less short verbs. [Chapter 3]

4. The increase in the use of the term fake news in the mid 2010s was ac-
companied by a change of framing around it not only in English, but also
in Brazilian Portuguese. [Chapter 4]

5. “Language change is not a disease, any more than adolescence, or autumn
are illnesses” (Aitchison, 1981).

6. Diachronic corpus linguistics makes it possible to quantitatively identify
and investigate language change through time.

7. Quantitative and computational methods in language sciences are use-
ful and valuable – but linguistics is, first and foremost, an interpretative
enterprise.

8. In a complex field such as linguistics, it is important to connect different
disciplines and perspectives to elaborate theory and to derive methodolog-
ical implications.

9. Be careful to not consider a story to be fake news just because you do not
like it.

10. Never underestimate the validity of Parkinson’s law.

Evandro Landulfo Teixeira Paradela Cunha
Leiden/Belo Horizonte, March 2020


