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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Inge Butter (b. 1983) was born in Oostburg (the Netherlands). She grew up in different countries 
and returned to the Netherlands to study Cultural Anthropology and Development Sociology of 
non-Western Societies at Leiden University (2001–2006, doctoral programme), followed by a 
Bachelor in Arabic Language and Culture (2007–2011). For her doctoral thesis in Anthropology, 
Inge spent several months amongst the Zabbaleen (informal garbage collectors) of Cairo. Here she 
worked in five of the six different settlements in which the Zabbaleen were living at that time, 
developing an understanding of why the circumstances in each of these neighbourhoods were so 
different and mapping out the various waste-related activities per neighbourhood. From 2011 
onwards she has been researching a group of semi-sedentary nomads based in Chad and CAR. 
Under the supervision of Prof. Mirjam de Bruijn and Prof. Maarten Mous, this PhD research was 
based at the African Studies Centre Leiden, with firm ties to the Humanities Department at Leiden 
University. The results of this research period, of which twelve months were spent in Chad and a 
part in Central African Republic, are presented in this ethnography. In 2015–2017 Inge co-managed 
a research project funded by the IFC (World Bank), co-developing a methodology for understanding 
people’s perceptions and attitudes towards mobile money, organizing workshops with the research 
team and stakeholders, and compiling various reports with results from four different countries 
(Cameroon, DRC, Senegal and Zambia). Inge lives in London (UK) with her husband and two 
children, Emma (4) and Luuk (1). 

 




