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This book is about actions performed by lawyers in order to win land rights 
for corporations using the legal system. In order to perform these actions, 
lawyers in Indonesia not only deploy the weaknesses in the law, but their 
strategies are supplemented with an acquired structural advantage: social 
capital in the form of loyalty of others they have vetted, such as judges, 
policemen and prosecutors. The book gives a comprehensive account of the 
field that makes the strategies possible from multiple angles, such as courts, 
business actors, the condition of the rules, and then continues to expose the 
strategies.

The analysis shows disparity between two worlds, one globalized, ‘modern’ 
law and legal practice with its rational-impersonal approach and ideals, 
the other the local, traditional world of relationality. This disparity causes 
an extreme compartmentalization of multiple kinds of legal practices, and 
stunted lawyers’ contribution to legal development. The book is concluded 
by highlighting the specifications to the condition of the Rule of Law in 
Indonesia which need special attention and offer suggestions for substantive 
and sustainable legal reform.

This is a volume in the series of the Meijers Research Institute and Graduate 
School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden University. This study is part of 
the Law School’s research programme ‘Effective Protection of Fundamental 
Rights in a pluralist world’.
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