
Gender roles in traditional healing practices in Busoga
Isiko, A.P.

Citation
Isiko, A. P. (2018, June 20). Gender roles in traditional healing practices in Busoga. Retrieved
from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/63215
 
Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/63215
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/63215


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/63215 holds various files of this Leiden University 

dissertation 
 
Author: Isiko, Alexander Paul 
Title: Gender roles in traditional healing practices in Busoga 
Date:  2018-06-20 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/63215


264

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
I take this opportunity to convey my sincere gratitude to all those, both individuals and

institutions that have contributed significantly to the completion of this work and to my success

in life. I wish to thank Leiden University for according me the opportunity to follow a PhD

trajectory. This is a dream come true because it means a lot to a man from Bulagala, the remotest

village in Uganda, to receive his education at Leiden University.

The guidance provided by Prof. Dr. Ernst van Alphen and Dr. Astrid Van Weyenberg of

the Leiden University Centre for Cultural Disciplines is immeasurable. They guided me through

the production of this dissertation. Their comments have been extremely helpful in structuring

the thesis to a level of satisfaction. I express my gratitude to the German Academic Exchange

Programme (DAAD) for funding this study, which initially was to be at Makerere University. I

also thank Dr. Henry Manyire of the Makerere University School of Women and Gender Studies

for the help he provided me during the initial conceptualisation of the topic of study.

I would like to thank the Heads of Department of Religious Studies and Philosophy, at

Kyambogo University, Rev Fr Dr. Sulpicious Tumushabe and Dr. Robert Kuloba Wabyang for

the conducive environment they accorded to me when I spent several days in the field collecting

information. Their policy to consider reducing the number of hours for teaching enabled me to

have much more time to concentrate on writing this thesis. I also thank the entire Academic and

non-teaching staff of Kyambogo University and more especially those from the Department of

Religious Studies for the words of encouragement and support during the time I was critically ill,

suffering from suspected heart disease during my studies. I specifically wish to warmly thank the

following Academic staff: Sr.Dr. Maria Gorreti Kahwa, Dr. Margaret Lubega, Prof. Wambede

Nabalegwa, Rev. Dr. Grace Lubaale, Prof. John Baptist Matovu, Rev Fr Dr. Lawrence Gowon

Kenyi, Mr Robert Ojambo, Dr. Elizabeth Kyazike, Mr Paulous Serugo, Mr. Julius Bahemuka,

Mr. Male Hussein and Doris Kaije.

My heartfelt thanks to Mr David Gusongoire and Alex Balimwikungu for the tireless

efforts rendered during the editing of this work. Many thanks also to Dr. Tugume Hassan

Lubowa for his words of encouragement during my study. I also thank my friend and brother, Mr

Robert Edhengo Mpala for the kind words of encouragement as well as financial and moral

support he has rendered to my family over the years.

Finally, I thank my wife, Agnes Isiko Twawebwa and my children, Isiko Emmanuel Mukisa,

Namugabwe Sharon Awebwa, Isiko Isaiah Samwiri and Isiko Lameka Shadrack for the support

they provided throughout the study. In addition, I wish to thank Pastors Biko Moses Michael and



265

Musoke Richard Ganya and the entire Shiloh Discipleship Ministries International-Namugongo

for the words of wisdom I received from them. At a time when I was ill and feeling hopeless, this

community provided me with the hope and comfort that I needed.



266

CURRICULUM VITAE
Alexander Paul ISIKO was born on the 23rd of July 1978 in Bulagala village in Busoga, Uganda. He

obtained a Bachelor of Arts with Education degree of Makerere University in April 2001. He obtained a

Master’s degree in Gender Studies from Makerere University (2010) as well as Master’s degree in

Religious Studies from Kyambogo University (2006). He further holds a Post Graduate Diploma in

Community Based Rehabilitation; with concentration on disability studies, from Kyambogo University.

In 2012 he was admitted for PhD studies at the Leiden University Institute of Cultural Disciplines

(LUICID) presently the Leiden University Center of Arts in Society (LUCAS). His PhD study was under

the supervision of Prof. Dr. Ernst Van Alphen and Dr. Astrid Van Weyenberg of Leiden University. His

PhD research was centered on ‘Gender Roles in Traditional Healing Practices in Busoga society’.

In October 2001 he was appointed a ‘Tutorial Fellow’ later renamed ‘Teaching Assistant’ in the

Department of Religious Studies and Philosophy of Kyambogo University. In the year 2008, he was

promoted to the position of Assistant Lecturer in the same department. In November 2012, he was

promoted to the position of Lecturer for which he is holding up to the present. His masters’ theses were

published as monographs. He has further been instrumental in the struggle for Academic staff rights and

welfare at Kyambogo University. He is a member of the Kyambogo University Council and

Appointments Board.


