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Exploring the challenges from a child rights, 
public international human rights law perspective

International Commercial Surrogacy (ICS) has emerged over
the  past  decade  as  a  modern  method  of  family  formation.
ICS is unregulated internationally and domestic laws are
struggling to keep pace with ICS. However, a child is at the
centre of every ICS arrangement, and children conceived and
born through ICS are at a heightened risk of their rights being
infr inged.

Comprised of a collection of articles written over the course
of time when ICS has been rapidly developing, this book
explores why and how the child's rights are at risk in ICS, and
seeks to apply the standards and norms of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child to the ICS context.
This book proposes approaches for balancing the competing
rights and interests of the child and other par ties in ICS. It
presents a framework for protecting  the  r ights  of  children
born  through  ICS,  i l lustrating that this is achievable in
practice, in the absence of international consensus on ICS as
a phenomenon. 

This book is relevant for child r ights practitioners and
academics, and useful for policy-makers, leg islators and
national and international decision-makers grappling with the
children’s and human r ights issues presented by this 21st
century human rights challenge.

This is a volume in the ser ies of the Meijer s Research Institute and
Graduate School of the Leiden Law School of Leiden University. This
study  is  par t  of  the  Law  School’s  research  programme  ‘Effective
protection of  fundamental r ights in a pluralist world’.
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