
Canonical and non-canonical Wnt signaling in hematopoiesis and
lymphocyte development
Famili, F.

Citation
Famili, F. (2018, May 30). Canonical and non-canonical Wnt signaling in hematopoiesis and
lymphocyte development. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/63077
 
Version: Not Applicable (or Unknown)

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/63077
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/63077


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The following handle holds various files of this Leiden University dissertation: 
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/63077 
 
 
Author: Famili, F. 
Title: Canonical and non-canonical Wnt signaling in hematopoiesis and lymphocyte 
development 
Issue Date: 2018-05-30 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/63077
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  209

Acknowledgments

Now that I get to write the acknowledgment of my thesis I start believing that this long 
journey is coming to an end. Although it is still hard to believe!! 

On top of all, I must thank my promoter, Frank Staal, who accepted me in his research 
group, supervised me through all difficulties of the projects, and helped me to finalize the 
thesis.  

Besides, I should thank Machteld Tiemessen who supported me to have a smooth start, 
introduced me to different laboratory techniques and guided me through the field of Wnt 
signaling and T cell development.  

I should also thank Gita Naber for all her personal supports and inspirations, next to her 
great scientific inputs. 

Special thanks to Laura Garcia, without her help in performing the remaining experiments 
after I left the group, it would be very difficult to finalize this thesis.  

Thanks to the former and present members of Staal and Fibbe group. The composition of 
groups has changed compared to the period I was in the lab, but I never forget their great 
help, supports and also pleasant chats during our “borrels”.  

I also would like to thanks, members of the animal facility of LUMC who assisted me during 
animal experiments.  

My deepest thanks go to my brother, Barbad Famili, who was the only and greatest family 
member nearby. Thanks for all his supports and encouragements during these years. My 
father, mother, and sister who gave me all kind of supports and motivations. Without 
them, it was simply impossible to even start this path. I also thank my ex-partner who was 
beside me part of this journey.   

Finally, thanks to all my friends in the Netherlands and in Iran.  





CURRICULUM VITAE  211

Curriculum Vitae 

Farbod Famili was born on June 1st, 1985 in Isfahan, Iran. He studied Bachelor of Biology in 
the Faculty of science at Isfahan University, Isfahan, Iran in 2008. After obtaining his diploma, 
he moved to the Netherlands and started a Master program in the field of Biotechnology. 
He obtained MSc of Medical Biotechnology from Wageningen University, Wageningen, the 
Netherlands in 2010. During his studies, Farbod performed an internship at the Department 
of Gastroenterology and Hepatology at Erasmus Medical Center in Rotterdam, the Nether-
lands. His research was focused on the role of human NK cells in liver transplantation.  

Farbod started his PhD studies in the Department of ImmunoHematology and Blood trans-
fusion in Leiden University Medical Center, Leiden, the Netherlands in 2010. The work 
during his PhD period is subject of this thesis. Farbod finalized practical part of his studies 
in 2015 and subsequently, he joined Charles River Laboratories in Leiden, the Netherlands, 
to function as an assay development scientist in the field of lung fibrosis. Currently, Farbod 
is employed at Ncardia.B.V, Leiden, the Netherlands, where he functions as a senior sci-
entist of drug discovery and development to develop high-throughput compatible assays 
using the proprietary model of hIPSC-derived cardiomyocytes.  





LIST OF PUBLICATIONS  213

List of Publications

Tcf1 regulates T lymphocyte lineage fidelity through its target genes Gata3 and Bcl11b.  
Farbod Famili, Laura Garcia Perez, Marja van Eggermond, Haoyu Wu, Martijn Brugman, 
Martijn Cordes, Machteld M. Tiemessen, Karin Pike-Overzet, Lucia Clemems-Daxinger, 
Frank J.T. Staal. Manuscript submitted 

The development of T cells from stem cells in mice and humans. Farbod Famili,  Anna-
Sophia Wiekmeijer, and Frank JT Staal. Future Sci. OA (2017) FSO186. 

High Levels of Canonical Wnt Signaling Lead to Loss of Stemness and Increased Dif-
ferentiation in Hematopoietic Stem Cells. Farbod Famili, Martijn H. Brugman, Erdogan 
Taskesen, Brigitta E.A. Naber, Riccardo Fodde, and Frank J.T. Staal. Stem Cell Reports j Vol. 
6 j 652–659 j May 10, 2016. 

The non-canonical Wnt receptor Ryk regulates hematopoietic stem cell repopulation in 
part by controlling proliferation and apoptosis. Farbod Famili, Laura Garcia Perez, Brigitta 
AE Naber, Jasprina N Noordermeer, Lee G Fradkin, and Frank JT Staal. Cell Death and 
Disease (2016) 7, e2479. 

Aberrant Wnt Signaling in Leukemia. Frank J. T. Staal, Farbod Famili, Laura Garcia Perez, 
and Karin Pike-Overzet. Cancers 2016, 8, 78. 

Discrete roles of canonical and non-canonical Wnt signaling in hematopoiesis and lym-
phopoiesis. F. Famili, B.A.E. Naber, S. Vloemans, E.F.E.de Haas, M.M. Tiemessen, and F.J. T 
Staal. Cell Death and Disease. 2015 Nov; 6(11): e1981 

The Nuclear Effector of Wnt-Signaling, Tcf1, Functions as a T-Cell–Specific Tumor Sup-
pressor for Development of Lymphomas. Machteld M. Tiemessen, Miranda R. M. Baert, 
Tom  Schonewille, Martijn H. Brugman, Farbod Famili, Daniela C. F. Salvatori, Jules P. P. 
Meijerink, Ugur Ozbek, Hans Clevers, Jacques J. M. van Dongen, Frank J. T. Staal. PLoS Biol. 
2012 Nov; 10(11): e1001430.  

NK cells generate from precursors in the adult human liver. Moroso V, Famili F, Papazian 
N, Cupedo T, van der Laan LJ, Kazemier G, Metselaar HJ, Kwekkeboom J. Eur J Immunol. 
2011 Nov;41(11):3340-50. 


