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e orend ij et proe sc ri t

The Bakhtiaris: An Anthropological-linguistic study of Haft Lang nomads of 
southwestern Iran 

van

Sima Zolfaghari

1  T e ass ed ierarc ica  str ct re o  t e ak tiari tri e is not a genea ogica  
ranc ing o  t is peop e, t rat er a socio po itica  organisation t at was created not 

ear ier t an t e 1 t  cent r   t e appointed c ie s and t e centra  govern ent o  t e 
ti e Section 2.2.1 of this dissertation

 T e st d  o  ak tiari ora and a na revea s certain categorica  and no en
c at ra  e avior t at does not s pport eit er t e inte ect a istic or t e ti itarian ap
proac  to et no io og  as it is represented in t e iterat re  n t e e isting ta ono ies 
t e ro e and i portance o  re igio s e ie s in s aping peop es  wor d view and t e 
wa  t e  c assi  a  nat ra  and p sica  eings tends to e over ooked  T e ak tiari 
c assi cation, especia  t e categorization o  a na, see s to ave roots in pre s
a ic, and ore speci ca , in oroastrian e ie s as presented in so e vestan and 

Midd e ersian so rces Section 3.2 of this dissertation  

 a i  and tri a  re ations ips are o  para o nt i portance or t e ak tiaris, 
ence t e a ndance o  voca ar  and ter s or addressing t ese re ations ips wit  

precision  n co parison wit  si  esta is ed asic kins ip patterns t at ant ropo o
gists ave o served a ong vario s c t res aro nd t e wor d, t e ak tiari s ste  
s ares t e ost wit  t e danese kin c assi cation  T is s ste  is t e ost descrip
tive o  a , in t e sense t at it assigns a distinct ter  to eac  and ever  e er o  t is 
network Section 3.3.1 of this dissertation

 T e word ang in t e i portant ak tiari ter s ar Lang and a t Lang does 
not ean ‘ eg , t  pro a  as t e sa e eaning as t e e e e in topon s s c  
as Langr d a cit  in ort ern ran , Lang n centra  ran , ang g anistan  to 
na e j st a ew  T e e e e signi es a eaning re ated to past re, p o g ing, ocation 
or river, t e e act eaning o  w ic  needs rt er investigation Section 2.2.2 of  this 
dissertation  

 n ak tiari, t ere is a q ite req ent a op one o  d w ic  as een descri ed 
adeg i 1 8   as post denta , voiced ricative  adeg i t inks t at its pron nciation 

is co para e to t e one o   in c assica  ersian   agree wit  t e p ace o  artic ation, 



t in t e speec  o  ost o   in or ants it so nds ore ike a voiced appro i ant  
T is seg ent, represented in t e present researc   ð , does not create a se antic 
distinction and s a  occ rs in intervoca ic position or word na  indings s c  
as t is in ot er ranian ang ages can e sed in reconstr ction o  t e inventor  o  t e 

roto ranian ang age

 n order to e p ain t e vario s past and present ste  or ations in ak tiari, 
rods ktor kjærvø s description o  art ian and Midd e ersian ver s kjærvø 

 1  proves to e app ica e, since t e patterns w ic  e identi ed at t e Midd e 
ranian stage are sti  va id or ak tiari  n ot er words, it can e said t at in ak tiari, 

as in t e Midd e ersian and art ian, ver s wit  past ste s ending in -e t, -ið and -að 
are reg ar  n order to or  t e present ste , it is eno g  to re ove t ese endings  

 T e ak tiari passive orp e e - e/i  h- can e s ed to t e active pres
ent tense o  t e ver  T e past ste  is t en or ed  adding -e t/-i t to t e present 
passive ste  T is orp e e - e/i  h-  is istorica  t e sa e as t e passive arker 

orp e e h in t e Midd e ersian, w ic  was ost in ew ersian  T is s ows t at 
ak tiari and ot er Modern ranian ang ages are re evant or t e reconstr ction o  

ear ier stages o  ranian  

8  T e ter s Lor, K rd and a c  do not signi  an  speci c et nic gro ps  T ese 
tags were pro a  rst sed, as indicated in erdowsi s Shahname, to a e  di erent 
or s o  no adis  s c  as pastora , agro pastora  and trans ance no adic i e

st es, t at were practiced  di erent peop es on t e ranian p atea

 Man  spirit a  teac ers advocate t e i portance o  si ence as  t e on  wa  to
wards T  T T  T is is not new in or ation as it as een repeated  preac ed in 
di erent ang ages a  t ro g  t e an istor  ne o  t e ost ea ti  p rasing 
o  t e sa e concept is ani ested in i s e ow verses

         
         

 s a  disso ve etters, so nds and words
To converse wit  T ee, deprived o  a  t ose

i;  trans ation

T e acceptance o  t is act is ver  dis eartening or ing ists w o ave spent a  
t eir ives st d ing etters, so nds and words


