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CHAPTER SI
VERBAL MORPHOLOGY

 

6 THE MORPHOLOGY OF THE VERB
e ver a  s ste  o  ak tiari is ased on two ste s  present and past , 

two n ers, t ree persons and o r oods  indicative, s j nctive, i perative 
and optative  and  ario s tenses are or ed  pre ing ense spect
Mood arkers, ence ort  M and erson gree ent Markers, ence ort  

M, s ed to present or past ste s  and  e non nite or s are 
t e past  passive particip e 1   and t e in nitive, w ic  can ot  e 

ade ro  t e past ste   t e addition o  t e s  e/-  to or  t e particip e 
ær  + e ær e ‘eaten  and t e s  e  to or  t e in nitive ær  + en 
 ærden ‘to eat  e passive voice  and t e ca sative 8  are arked  

specia  or ations, t in conj gation t e  are identica  to active ver s  

n t e o owing sections, rst t e ak tiari ver s  in nitives are c assi ed ac
cording to t eir or a  str ct res 1  en t e i ding ocks o  nite ver  
or s are introd ced, eginning  past and present ste  or ations , o
owed  presenting agree ent s es  and oda  a es   detai ed 

presentation o  a  ver  or s, wit  t eir respective ta es, wi  co e a ter t ese 
introd ctor  sections

 
6.1 THE CLASSIFICATION OF BAKHTIARI VERBS/ 
INFINITIVES

n traditiona  ranian gra ars, t e section on ver s egins wit  a disc ssion 
on di erent in nitive o s or m d r ‘so rce, root, e porter , as it is ca ed in 

ersian   o ow t is tradition, eca se in practice, dictionaries ist ver s nder 
t eir in nitive or s and t en t e present and past ste s o  eac  individ a  ver  
are entioned  ere ore, to work wit  e isting dictionaries or word ists, one 
s o d e a e to rst and ore ost disting is  di erent in nitive or s, ro  
w ic  t e past ste  is easi  e tracted 1  en,  app ing t e r es to e
tract present ste s ro  t e past ste s, it is s a  possi e to constr ct a  t e 
reg ar ver  or s  o e ver  or s, t o g , are irreg ar

 e na e and t e tradition is ra ic ased and as een in se ro  t e c assica  ti e err  
1



6.1.1 Formal classi cation
or a , ak tiari ver s can e divided into t ree ajor gro ps  si p e , 

co p e  and co po nd ver s   si p e  ver s  ean one word p ain ver s

 i p e  ver s      1  ešmar en ‘to co nt   
 zæhesten ‘to eco e inj red, to e eaten   
 p hi en ‘to watc   
 rni en ‘to scratc   
 æwni en ‘to p t to s eep   
 erevesten ‘to cr   

o p e  ver s, on t e ot er and, are or ed  pre ing a directiona  pre
ver  o  adver ia  or prepositiona  origin to t e si p e  ver s  

o p e  ver s     1  dær æšten ‘to capsize   
 vær holofni en ‘to worr , eco ing pset  
 der ævor en ‘to take o t   
 ver ævor en ‘to ring p; to raise   
 vor dašten ‘to pick p  
 va dašten ‘to ock; to enco rage  

o po nd ver s, owever, are ain  two part ver s, consisting o  a non ver
a  e e ent  s c  as a no n or adjective p s a si p e  ver  s c  as er en 

‘to do , v i en ‘to eco e , zei en ‘to it , dašten ‘to ave , væn en ‘to t row , 
a ong t e ost req ent ones

Noun + verb        1  seil er en > ook  to do = ‘to ook   
 li  zei en > screa   to strike = ‘to screa , to cr    
 ti  dašten > e e  to ave = ‘to e pect    
 ti  væn en > e e  to t row = ‘to ook    
 ti  wor dašten > e e  to pick p = ‘to e it  t e evi    

e e    

Adj. + verb       1  æp v i en > ig  to eco e = ‘to grow p   , 
                æp er en > ig  to do = ‘to raise c i dren ; en arge  
   an ite  

t is possi e, owever, or t e  o  co po nd ver s to ave ore t an two 
parts or to e a p rase, in w ic  case t e di erent gra atica  parts o  speec  are 
gro ped in di erent arrange ents

1  1  va piš væn en ‘to advance, to ave a preter  irt  to a ead  
ore t row  preposition  adjective a p rase   ver       

 



 or=o and er en ‘to s ander, to ridic e  c t  and  – paste  do      
     ver a  no n=conj ver a  no n  ver         

 niz250=o naz er en ‘coq etr , w i pering o  a dog   ow   and –  
coq etr   do  no n = conj no n  ver     

is ands on or a  division o  ver s, as si p e and practica  as it a  e, 
does not give s c  in or ation a o t t e se antic properties o  ver  c asses 
or t eir orp o s ntactic e avio r  n t e ne t section,  t rn to t e widespread 
practice in t e western sc o ars ip o  presenting t e ver s in ter s o  present and 
past root ste s  is division considers t e in nitive or  as a non ver a  or , 
and it identi es t e ver  ste s as t e ain orp o se antic part o  an  nite ver

6.1.2 Past versus present stem formation
e present and past ste s are t e asis or conj gation and t ere ore provide 

a so id point or c assi ing ver s  e past ste  is ore reg ar and a wa s ends 
in t e post denta  appro i ant -ð a ter vowe s, / / and /r/ 1, and ot erwise in -t, as 
t e e a p es e ow i strate  n cases w ere t ere is a h/ in t e ste , t e h  drops 
and vowe  engt ening occ rs; ence t e appearance o   at t e end o  t e ste

1 1  1  ezmai  ‘tested   ræht r  ‘went   æn  ‘d g   ešmar  ‘co nted  
1  æft  ‘weaved   dašt  ‘ ad   re t  ‘po red   æst  ‘ astened

 
e present ste  is ore co p icated and its or ation o ows di erent pat

terns  n t e o owing sections t e ste s ave een divided according to t e reg
arit  or irreg arit  o  t eir or ations   ta e, consisting o  ver  req ent ver s 

is provided or eac  gro p

6.1.2.1 Regular formation
n searc  or a pattern to e p ain t e vario s past and present ste  or ations in 

ak tiari, rods ktor kjærvø s description o  part ian and Midd e ersian ver s 
kjærvø  proved to e app ica e, since t e patterns w ic  e identi ed at 

t e Midd e ranian stage are sti  va id or ak tiari  n ot er words, it can e said 
t at in ak tiari, as in t e Midd e ersian and part ian, ver s wit  past ste s end

. niz is a s ort or  o  t e no n nizešt ‘ ow ing o  pain, sig ing and oaning  
hæme  æmšæw o æšt e  nizešt=es oš=m                                                                                                                                          
a  tonig t pass PST=PTCP  ow ing=BP.3SG   ki prs= p 1p                                                                                                                                        

e w o e astnig t, we co dn t s eep eca se o  is  er  its ow ing  oaning  
1  e c ass o  p one es ca ed as  sonorant

 er s wit  past ste  ending in ist, d not part ian , or d rare in Midd e ersian, co on 
in part ian  are ‘reg ar , and t e present ste  is o nd  re oving t ese endings, e g  dw r /dw r
ist ‘r n ; p rs d ‘ask ; fr st  d ‘send ; est d st d  ‘stand  kjærvø  1

 L   K   



ing in -e t, -ið and -að are reg ar  n order to or  t e present ste , it is eno g  to 
re ove t ese endings  t s o d a so e noted t at t ere are so e reg ar instances 
in t e gro p o  irreg ar ver s ending in -t and -ð  ese reg ar ver s o  t e sec
ond categor  o ow t e pattern o  t e rst reg ar categor , as indicated in e ow 
ta e n ers 1 18

Table 6.1: Regular present and past stems 
Regular present and past stems

No. In nitive Past stem Present stem Gloss
1 po est en po est  po  to e p ode 

æn est en æn est æn eh to e c t into pieces
az est en az est  az to dance
az i en az i az to dance

rn i en rn i rn to oo; to ow
z i en z i z to c ew

rom i en rom i rom to co apse
8 æšn i en  æšn i æšn to isten

ahš i en ahš i ahš to give, to orgive
1 dær en i en dær en i dær en to t rn over
11 feš n a en feš n a feš n to send
1 æn en a en æn en a æn en to c t into pieces
1 eš en a en eš en

a   
eš æn ca se to  reak

1 ferešn a en ferešn a ferešn to send
1 ošt en ošt oš to ki
1 eš af t en eš af t eš af to sp it
1 æn en æn æn to dig
18 ešmar en ešmar ešmar to co nt

or an e tensive ist o  reg ar present and past ste s see ppendi  1

6.1.2.2 Irregular formation

er s wit  past ste s ending in on  -ð or -t are genera  irreg ar and ave 
npredicta e present ste s  n e a p e 1 , t e past ste  o  so e ver s in / t 

is presented, o owed  t eir irreg ar present ste  or

1   1  da   d   ‘to give  
 er  on   ‘to do
 dašt  dar   ‘to ave  
 væst  of   ‘to a

 



ese two variants are p ono ogica  conditioned in t e sense t at -ð appears 
a ter vowe s and voiced consonants and -t a ter t e voice ess consonants as i s
trated in t e a ove e a p es 1  a es  and  provide a ist o  irreg ar 
present and past ste s in ak tiari  e genera  tendenc  in t ese two c asses o  
ver s is t at t e present ste  is not predicta e ro  its past or  and it can ave a 
co p ete  di erent appearance e a p es ,  and 8 e ow  e c ange, ow
ever, is s a  i ited to a vowe  c ange or t e de etion, addition or odi cation 
o  one or two p one es

Table 6.2: Irregular present stems of past stems ending in -ð
Past stems ending in -ð with irregular present stems

No. Past stem Present stem Gloss
1 æ næ æšn to know, to recognize

æwor ar to ring
e iz to sieve
i he to e
or  ær to carr , to take

da d to give
estei est n to take, to 

8 evei a to co e
ere er to gra , to , to take

1 ker on to do
11 or mir to die
1 po pæz to cook
1 ræ re/æv /r to go
1 ron r n to drive; to p s
1 zei zæn to eat, to it
1 ær or / ær to eat

ere is a s a  inorit , as entioned ear ier, t at ave reg ar or ations  
o or  t eir present ste , it is eno g  to drop t e ast p one e -t or -ð  ro  

t e past ste

1       1  ær        ær           ‘to grind, to i  
 eš ar        eš ar       ‘to t ank  
 ešmar       ešmar      ‘to co nt  
 æn               æn         ‘to dig; p o g ; igrate; attack;   

            oot; a ort

s stated a ove, w en t e pen ti ate p one e o  t e past ste  is / /, /š/, / / 
or / /, t en it wi  end in /t/ as i strated in t e e ow ta e

 L   K   



Table 6.3: Irregular present stems of past stems ending in -t
Irregular Past stems ending in -t

No. Past stem Present stem Gloss
1 æst ænd to c ose, to asten

dær æšt dær. æn to capside, to eco e pside down
dašt dar to ave
d t d z to sew
ešna t æšn to know, to recognize
æšt ær to searc ; to roa
æšt ær to t rn; to in erit

8 æšt æz to ite
ešt ar to grow, to p ant
oft v to eat, to po nd; to p a  t e dr

1 mest miz  to rinate
nešæst nešin to sit
nevešt nivis to write
re t riz to po r
roft r v to sweep
šošt š r to was
va dašt va dar to keep, to stop

8 væst of to a

ong t e reg ar past to present ste  or ations wit  t is ending are

1       1  æft   > æf  ‘to knit  
 ošt   > oš      ‘to ki  

e ste s presented in ta es 1,  and  wi  provide t e asis pon w ic  
diverse tenses can e constr cted  ese ste s can rt er e co ined wit  so e 
prever s to or  co p e  or prever a  ver s 1  wit  e tended or co p ete  
di erent eanings; or t e  a  e gro ped as a co po nd ver  wit  ot er ver s, 
no ns, adjectives, adver s or a co ination o  non ver a  e e ents to conve  se

antics not predicta e ro  t e i ding parts; or event a  e a ed  di er
ent aspect, ood and agree ent pre es and s es to e press di erent M 
or s  o egin t e presentation o  t e nite ver , one as to know its i ding 
ocks  ese wi  e introd ced in t e o owing sections, eginning wit  a dis

c ssion o  t e particip es, t e incorporation o  w ic  is essentia  in t e or ation 
o  severa  nite ver s  

 



6.2 PARTICIPLES

particip es can e considered as ger ndives and as s c  are non nite ver a  
or s, t at is, t e  e ave ike an adjective or an adver  ere are two ain or s 

o  particip es, one ased on t e past ste , and t e ot er ased on t e present ste ; 
eac  as its own str ct re and nction w ic  are e p ained in t e o owing two 
sections

6.2.1 Past participle
e past particip e is sed or aking passives  and certain tenses  

t is or ed  attac ing an nstressed s  -e or  -   t e atter is sed  e
der  ak tiaris or in certain tri a  varieties o  t e ang age  to t e end o  t e past 
ste  e res ting or  as an adjectiva  eaning  n 1  1  t e past particip e 
is sed to ake a per ect s j nctive tense, w i e in 1  it is a ver a  adjective 
wit  a passive eaning

1       1  hala  va resi e 
           now st ripen PST-PTCP  e SBJV.PST.3SG 
           ‘ t  st ave ripened  now

       hala        va            resi e                
             now st ripen PST-PTCP e SBJV.PST-3SG  
  ‘ t  st e ripe  now  a r it

t o g  t e 1 1  and 1  ook t e sa e i  t eir s r ace str ct re, t e  
are in act q ite di erent in t eir nder ing str ct re and represent two tota  
di erent gra atica  str ct res  t e or er is a er ect j nctive or  an ana

tic tense paradig  o  an intran  sitive ver  in 1 1  n t e ot er and, in 1  
we ave an independent cop a not an  and t e particip e is sed adjecti
va  ote t at t e two or s, a t o g  identica  on t e s r ace, ave contrasting 

eanings ‘ t st ave ripened  vs  ‘ t st e ripe

6.2.2 Present participle
e present particip e is or ed  attac ing a stressed s  -a to t e present 

ste  t odi es its preceding no n in an za e constr ction and conve s t e 
eaning o  ‘ aving t e a it o  doing so et ing

1  1  yo  end e  nešin a  næ dar e 
    t is     otto EZ  sit PRS-PRS.PTCP  NEG ave PRS-3SG  
    ‘ e cannot sit  it  e doesn t ave a sitting otto

 is e pression is sed in re erence to peop e w o are a wa s active and s  wit  so et ing

L
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 i        do ær        ši  on a  ni ø
    t is    gir   s and  do PRS-PRS.PTCP  NEG e PRS-3SG 
    ‘ is gir  wi  not arr  

ere is anot er wa  o  aking a present particip e in ak tiari, and t at is  
sing t e s  - , co para e to ersian -a , s ed to t e present ste  is 

particip e, co ined wit  t e preceding no n as an adver ia  sense e pressing 
t e wa  in w ic  an action is per or ed  

1  ale  zæn   e vei en 
 s o t     it PRS-PRS.PTCP  IND-co e.PST-3P  
 ‘ e  ca e, s o ting and rejoicing

6.3 AGREEMENT 

6.3.1 Agreement suf xes 
 set o  si  erson gree ent Markers M  attac  to a ver  to indicate per

son and n er  ese s es are t e sa e or t e present and past tense, e cept 
or t e t ird person sing ar w ere t e s  is zero in t e past  a e  s ows 

t ese s es in t ree persons and two n ers

Table 6.4: Agreement suf xes
Singular Plural

Present-tense verbs
1st om

i
e

im
in
en

nd 
rd 

Past-tense verbs

1st om
i

-Ø

im
in
en

nd 
rd 

ince ak tiari is a pro drop ang age ence t e s ject prono ns can e 
o itted , t ese endings are cr cia  or disting is ing t e s ject o  an intransitive 
and t e agent o  a transitive ver

1 8  1  e or om   e or e
DUR.eat.PRS-1SG  DUR.eat.PRS-3SG

‘  eat  ‘ e  eats  

 n ot er words, ‘ e is not a arr ing t pe o  gir

 



1  1  æwš a=m=e  æn om           æwš a=m=e æn ø
    s oe-P =BP.1SG=OM  take o t.PST-1SG  s oe-P =BP.1SG=OM take o t.PST-3SG

   ‘  took  s oes o     ‘ e  took  s oes o

e prono ina  enc itics ta e  a ove  can a so e s ed to a nite ver , 
t on  a ter t e agree ent s es, as can e seen in t e o owing e a p es

 1. æn om=s n 
take o t.PST-1SG=3P  
‘  took t e  o

 or e e        n i l e    e æws om 
o DEF-DEF  NEG-DUR et PRS-3SG  SBJV s eep PRS-1SG 

‘ e o  doesn t et e s eep  

. or e e         n i l=om     e æws om 
o DEF-DEF  NEG-DUR et PRS=BP.1SG  SBJV s eep PRS-1SG 

‘ e o  doesn t et e s eep  

6.3.2 Copula enclitics past and present
e s stantive eaning ‘to e  o  t e cop a is s a  e pressed  eans o  

enc itics t at attac  to t e end o  a no n, a prono n or an adjective  ese enclitics 
are identica  in or  to t e present tense agree ent s es entioned a ove a

e , e cept or t e act t at w en attac ed to vowe na  words, an e crescent 
epent etic consonant - -, -h- or -y- E , appears to prevent iat s 1 , e ow  

Table 6.5: Copula enclitics
Singular Plural

1p =om, =m
=i
=e

=im
=in
=en

p
p

ote t at t e rst person sing ar enc itic cop a is not to e istaken wit  t e 
enc itic possessive prono n eq iva ent since t e  coincidenta  ook a ike, w i e 
in ot er persons t e  are distinct; e a p es  do ær=om  ‘  da g ter ;  do ær=et  
‘ o r da g ter

1  1  do ær=om              e      æs=i    doy or=e 
   gir =COP.1SG          w at   person=COP.2SG             doctor=COP.3SG 
   ‘  a  a gir          ‘ o w ic  tri e do o  e ong       ‘ e is a doctor  

M



 ima æste( h =im           om=in      ono lor=en 
    we tired=COP.1P                     an=COP.2P          t e  Lor=COP.3P  
    ‘ e are tired              ‘ re o  an             ‘ e  are Lors  no ads  

 a ima n=in                   8  šæ h=i     hæm le y=om 
    wit  s E=COP.2P                ack E=COP.2SG        a e E=COP.1SG 
    ‘ re o  ta king to s             ‘ o  are ack        ‘  a  ro  a e tri e  

e epent esis o  t e g ide -y- is e pected, t w  do - - or -h- s ow p in 
t ese conte ts  e  see  to e epent etic t t eir e istence a  ave a dia
c ronic e p anation  it  cop a ver s, -h- s a  appears e ore t e ver  ending  

ince in t e Midd e ersian t e cop a is attested as h-  MacKenzie 1 1  
 and in Modern ersian t e in nitive or  o  cop a is h t  wit  t e par

adig  sg  hæst æm, hæst i, hæst  Ø; p  hæst im, hæst id, hæst ænd , t ere ore, it 
a  e ore reasona e to consider -h- in t is sit ations not as an epent esis, t 

as t e reappearance o  a pre e isting p one e  o paring e a p es  ,  
8  wit   , owever, revea s anot er e avior o  t e cop a, i e  it see s t at 
-h- appears on  to prevent a iat s etween a  ig  and a ig  vowe s, t in 
t e case o  a  ig  and a ig  conte t, t e epent esis o  t e g ide -y-  is w at 
appens  s or - -, it wi  e ca ed an epent esis ere, nti  rt er investigation 

revea s its tr e rea it     

e two co ns in  1  are presented or rt er c ari cation o  t e s
age o  t ese c itics and s e

 1  nc itic cop ar or s                       a  erson gree ent Markers
do  ær=om      ‘  a  a gir    e or om  ‘  eat
do  ær=i     ‘ o  a gir    e or i    ‘ o  eat
do  ær=e       ‘ e is a gir    e or e   ‘ e  eats  
do  ær=im     ‘ e are gir s    e or im   ‘ e  eat  
do  ær=in      ‘ o  are gir s    e or in   ‘ o  eat  
do  ær=en     ‘ e  are gir s   e or e  ‘ e  eat

ote t at t e rst person sing ar enc itic cop a is not to e istaken wit  t e 
pronominal enclitic eq iva ent ta e  a ove  since t e  coincidenta  ook 
a ike, w i e in ot er per  sons t e  are distinct; e a p es  do  ær=om ‘  da g
ter ; do  ær=et ‘ o r da g ter

 e ot er ani estation o  t e ver  cop a is t e ver  d
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6.4 MODAL AFFIXES
o e a e to i d so e o  t e nite ver s, two ver a  pre es are req ired

6.4.1 Pre x e-/ i- 
o add a d rative va e to a ver , t e pre  e- or i- attac es to t e present and 

past ste s o  t e ver  in t e present or i per ect paradig s respective , t it can 
e easi  o itted ro  t e present ver , wit o t a ecting its se antics

 1  e d n om/ d n om   e vær ær  om          e vær ær om 
    DUR know PRS-1SG         DUR PRF ret rn PRS-1SG        DUR-eat.ret rn PST-1SG 
    ‘  know          ‘  wi  co e ack        ‘  was eating

s we see ro  t e a ove e a p e , t e present tense can a so indicate 
t e near t re  so, e a p e  s ows t at t is pre  precedes t e prever  
in t e co p e  ver s  n t e co po nd ver s, owever, it can on  attac  to t e 
ver a  e e ent, as i strated in t e o owing e a p es

 1  mæn om256  zivær  va piš              e væn e257

    g ess 1SG  ivær    PRV- ront  DUR-t row.PRS-3SG

    ‘  g ess ivar wi  ave a preter  de iver ’ 

 ima n=æm   hævær e on en
    we-E=too  news DUR-do.PRS-3P

   ‘ e  wi  in or  ca  s, too  

e pre  i- is sed ore req ent  e ore ste s eginning wit  a ow vowe ; 
i e  æ  or a  s c  as  

 1  æšn om i æšn om/ i(y æšn om            ‘  ear  
 i(y a m     ‘  wi  co e  
 ærz e/ i(y ærz e    ‘ t is wort  it  
 i(y ær e s n    ‘ e wi  si t t e

n addition, i- is ore req ent in dia ects c oser to o t ern Lori  

en co ined wit  t e negation pre  - it wi  res t in t e or  -i- as in  
-i y - š - m ‘  don t ear  or -i y -a-m ‘  don t  won t co e

 n ak tiari t is or  is t e on  occ rrence o  t e d ranian root man  ‘to t ink, 
consider  as descri ed in e ng,   

. væn e va piš is anot er possi e or  o  t is tterance w ic  is as req ent                                                                                                      
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6.4.2 Pre x - 

6.4.2.1 Subjunctive 

o e press t e s j nctive ood, t e pre  - is added to t e present ste  
and t e vowe  o  t is pre  a  assi i ate to t e p ono ogica  req ire ents o  t e 
o owing ste , as i strated in e ow e a p es

 1  va   e æn om 
     st  SBJV dig.PRS 1SG 
    ‘  st dig it  

 vas e                   e er om 
     st.PST           SBJV do PST-1SG

     ‘  s o d ave done it

 e o m                     e st n om=es 
    DUR-want.PRS-1SG           SBJV .PRS 1SG=BP.3SG 
    ‘  want to  it  

 ast om                     o n om=es 
    want.PST-1SG    SBJV read.PRS 1SG=BP.3SG 
   ‘  wanted to read it  

 ni ast om               o oš om=es 
    NEG-want.PST-1SG          SBJV ki .PRS 1SG=BP.3SG 
   ‘  didn t want to ki  er  i  it  

 aš            i (y he 
     wis             SBJV co e PRS 3SG 
     ‘  wis  e co es  

 i mir om             si=t 
     SBJV die PRS 1SG       or =BP.2SG 
    ‘ is   co d die or o 8 

8  va                   i vin i259 
     st     SBJV see.PRS 2SG 
     ‘ o  s o d see  

8  n e pression to s ow s pat  in pain or oss
 otice t e c ange o  consonant /v/  / / in t is e a p e  i -   vi -.

 



6.4.2.2 Imperative
n ak tiari t e i perative ver s ave two constr ctions  n  one or  is 

constr cted  t e se o  t e sa e s j nctive pre  e- t at attac es to a present 
ste  or t e second or  and ore disc ssion on peratives, see 1  e
ow  ot  constr ctions address on  t e second person, in its sing ar and p ra  
or s  o address t e second person p ra , t e in ectiona  ending -i  wi  e 

needed  s in t e case o  t e s j nctive arker, ere a so t e pre  wi  assi i
ate to t e vowe  o  t e present ste , as i strated in t e e a p es e ow  

 1  e ten  
    SBJV j p PRS.2SG 
   ‘ p  Dance  

 o or in 
    SBJV eat PRS-2P  
   ‘ at  o  a  

n cases w ere t e ste  as a e ica  prever , t e s j nctive is not icensed 

8  1  vor i 
    PRV stand PRS.2SG

    ‘ tand p

 vor dar 
     PRV ave PRS.2SG

     ‘ ake ; o awa

 vor ærd
    PRV t rn PRS.2SG

    ‘ o e ack

 der ar=es 
     PRV ring PRS.2SG=BP.3SG

    ‘ ake it o t

 vor ar=es
    PRV ring PRS.2SG=BP.3SG

    ‘ i d it p

 vo lah=es
    PRV assage PRS.2SG=BP.3SG

    ‘Massage it

 dær æn=es
    PRV t rn over PRS.2SG=BP.3SG

   ‘ rn it over  

M D L 



6.4.3 Progressive particle  
is progressive partic e PROG  rese es t e t ird p ra  persona  prono n 

ta e  a ove  and as ot er ani estations s c  as: h , h e or  t t is 
stage o  t e researc   cannot pinpoint t e geograp ica  distri tion o  t ese or s  
n genera , t e  are sed wit  t e d rative paradig s to e press t e i inence or 

progress o  an action

 1  hono  i(y a m 
     PROG       DUR-co e.PRS-1SG 
     ‘  a  co ing  

 ono       i(y oft e 
    PROG        DUR- a .PRS-3SG 
    ‘ t is a ing going to a

O  can on  precede a present ver

6.4.4 Repetition particle hey 
e repetition partic e REP , as t e na e signi es, is sed to e press a repeti

tive action  t precedes d rative and i perative ver s, as i strated in t e o ow
ing e a p es

1  1  si  o=s  hey         e r e,           ni vast e 
   or  SE F=BP.3SG     REP  DUR-go PRS -3SG  NEG-stop.PRS-3SG

   ‘ e  keeps going or erse , does not stop   

 hey               vola h=es 
    REP             assage PRS E =BP.3SG 
    ‘Keep assaging it

 sed si taneo s  wit  t e progressive partic e , t e ongoing action 
wi  e e p asized

11  di om=es          ono          hey  (e iriv e  
see PST-1SG=BP.3SG     PROG            REP  DUR- cr .PRS-3SG 
‘  saw i  er cr ing and cr ing

n ike , hey can e sed wit  a past ver  s owing ongoing action in t e past

1  ræh om  tey=s, hey      e iriv est 
go PST-1SG  to=BP.3SG   REP  DUR-cr .PST.3SG 
‘  went to er, s e was cr ing and cr ing

 



6.4.5 Optative af xes
 e optative ood is sed to e press a wis , a a ent, and ost o  a , a c rse  

t is ased on two ste s, present and past, and two a es are sed to or  it  e 
s  -a attac es to t e end o  a present ste  to e press a desire or a wis  to e 

ed in t e present or t e t re  t can optiona  e o owed  anot er s  
-e, in w ic  case an epent etic p one e wi  appear etween t ese two s es

1  o a  pir=et  on a h260 e/ on a y e  a wis
god   o d=BP.2SG     do PRS-OPT-E-OPT   
‘Ma  god ake o  o d  Ma  o  ave a ong i e  

1  o a  e       l=et       row a( h e / row a( y e  asp e o s tterance
god     on     ack= BP.2SG   go PRS-OPT(-E-OPT) 
‘Ma  o  carr  god on o r ack  
Ma  od co e down ro  its nipotent stat s

e se o  t e second s  in t is conte t see s, in  opinion, to e ore 
e p onic or e pressive t an str ct ra  n ot er words, to e tend an optative ver  
wit  s ing anot er vowe  to it, can e interpreted as a p onetic too , p ones
t esia or p onose antics 1 t at e ps t e speakers to re ease ore e otions ot  
at t e ti es o  anger and rage or w en e pressing a desire or ope  ars ater s  

entioning o  a si i ar p eno enon in so e o t ern ati ang ages indicates 
t e pro a i it  o  t e e istence o  possi e p onose antic e e ent in so e ranian 
ang ages  

o e press t e optative ood in t e past, owever, on  t e second s , -e, 
nctions as t e optative arker in co ination wit  a past s j nctive ver  as 

s own in 1  e ow  

1  o ey  o ey  ar             e zei i e
o  god,       o  god   rain            SBJV- it.PST-2SG-OPT 
‘ ra  to od, wo d t at o  po red so e rain

or a t oro g  disc ssion on optative ver s in ak tiari see  e ow

 eca se t e epent etic p one es -h- and -y- can e sed ere interc angea , t e c oice e
tween t e two see s dia ecta  to e

1  t re ers to t e idea t at voca  so nds or p one es carr  eaning in and o  t e se ves
 ars ater 1  1 1   8  ta ks a o t t e e istence o  a E ph i  -a/-e  as ‘an nstressed 

ront vowe  t at req ent  occ rs s ed to t e endings o   so e ver s  e e ieves  ‘ o c ear 
r e can e derived ro  t e avai a e ateria  or t e occ rrence o  t is a/ e  en it occ rs, it 
see s to e pre erred rat er t an necessar
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6.5 COPULA AND OTHER USES OF ‘to be’
 ince a conj gated or  o  t e cop a is req ired or t e or ation o  severa  

ot er tenses and constr ctions,  and since t e cop a itse  as di erent ani es
tations, we now t rn to disc ss di erent or s o  t e cop a  ere are two in n
itives heð-e  ‘to e, to e ist  and i ð-e  ‘to e, to eco e  t at serve as a cop a 
in di erent tenses

6.5.1 Present forms of the copula

e s stantive eaning ‘to e  is e pressed in two wa s in t e present tense in

dependent  or as a set o  enc itics as e p ained separate  e ow 1

6.5.1.1 Independent forms of the copula

a e  s ows t e present indicative o  t e cop a as independent or s  
rag atica , t ese or s are ver  rare and t e  can on  e eard as an e p atic 

e pression o  presence or e istence, as s own in 1  e ow

1  a e=t           ne ,                o=m         he om      zæft=et        
 e on om 

ear EZ=BP.2SG  NEG- e.SBJV.2SG  se =BP.1SG    e.PRS-1SG      n rsing=BP.2SG  
DUR=do.PRS-1SG 
‘Don t worr , , se , a  ere to take care o  o

Table 6.6: Independent forms of the PRS.COP
‘  a , etc ing ar ra
1st he om 

he i
he ø

he im 
he in
he en

nd 
rd 

e negative or  o  ot  t is ver  and t e enc itic or  e ow is i ð- 

1  or yæl e  i o           ni en 
o  P -DEF  PROX- ere  NEG.COP.PRS-3P  

‘ e o s are not ere

6.5.2 Present subjunctive of the copula
resent s j nctive or s o  cop a are sed to e press a co nter act a  ean

ing 18 e ow  ese or s never receive t e pre  -

 



Table 6.7: PRS.SBJV.COP.
    ‘Ma   e , etc

1s         om/ m 
s         (w i
s         ø

1p         (w im
p         (w in 
p         (w en/ n

18  vas e  ta  hala mord e  m         ze        tærs 
st.PST      ti   now  die.PST.3SG-PTCP  e SBJV-1SG  ro   ear 

‘  s o d ave een dead  now, o t o  ear

e paradig  in ta e  w ic  represents t e present s j nctive o  t e 
cop a i ð-e  ‘to e , is str ct ra  t e sa e as t e present optative o  t e cop a 
to e disc ssed in 1  e ow  

1  o ey hæm o o     om,      hæm so     e    ze   ræh  i ya he
o  god  EMP -DIST t ere    e SBJV 1SG   EMP t en   t at  ro   road  DUR-co e.PRS.3SG 
‘ ra  to od, wis   e rig t t ere, rig t at t e ti e w en e arrives

e ot er ver  t at can e sed in t is conte t is va i ð-e  ‘to eco e , wit  
t e paradig  s own in  

 sg: va om; va i; va ø
pl: va im; va in; va n

6.5.3 Preterite of the copula

e preterite is sed reg ar  as an independent ver  as we  as t e a i iar  
ver  in or ing vario s tenses  is or  does not ad it t e d rative pre  e-  -i

Table 6.8: PST.IND.COP.
‘  was , etc

 1s         i om/ i m 
 s         i i
 s         i ø/ i ø 
 1p        i im 
 p        i in
 p        i en/ i n
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ote t e s ort or  o  t e rst person sing ar and t e t ird person sing ar 
and p ra  e negative or  o  t e a ove ver s wo d e ne i o i ø , etc

6.5.4 Present perfect of the copula
is or  is pec iar in t e sense t at, to or  t e present per ect, t e past par

ticip e s  does not attac  to t e past ste , as e pected, t instead it is a ed 
to t e nite past si p e or  o  t e ver

Table 6.9: PRS. PRF.COP.
 ‘  ave een , etc  

 1s         i om=e
 s         i i=e
 s         i =e
 1p        i im=e 
 p        i in=e
 p        i en=e / i n=e

     e negative or  o  t e a ove ver s wo d e ne i om=e, ne i i=e/ 
ne i ø=e, etc

6.5.5 Past perfect of copula
ese or s and t e past per ect o  ot er ver s in ak tiari  can e 

considered as an irreg ar constr ction, since it is t e ain ver  t at is conj gated 
and t e a i iar  ver  re ains t e sa e

Table 6.10: PST.PRF.COP.
 ‘  ad een , etc  

 1s         i om i
 s         i i i 
 s         i e i 
 1p        i im i
 p        i in i
 p        i en i

o negate t is constr ction, t e ang age ses ne i om i, ne i i i, etc 

 



6.6 FINITE VERBS
 o or  vario s tenses, ak tiari e p o s two ste s, t e present and t e past 

ste , as descri ed a ove, and t e set o  M s es presented in 1  e 
present and t e past ste s are sed ot  as t e asis or t e or ation o  d rative 
paradig , s j nctive, and optative oods and to e press t e per ective, i per
ective and progressive aspects  ere is no di erence in t e e avior o  transitive 

and intransitive ver s in t e past tense see e a p e  e ow  n t e o owing 
sections, rst di erent tenses w ic  are ade ased on t e present ste  wi  e 
presented 1 ; so e pec iar or ations wi  conc de t e present tense section 

1  enses ased on t e past ste  wi  o ow  e per ect or s 
wi  e presented in  and or s wit  progressive aspect wi  e disc ssed in 

 e tenses entioned a ove tenses wi  e i strated in t e or  o  par
adig s, ta es, and care  c osen e a p e sentences t at can portra , to so e 
e tent, t e conte t and prag atics o  t e ang age

6.6.1 Forms based on the present stem
inite ver s ased on t e present ste , can e press actions or states in t e indic

ative, s j nctive, i perative and optative  e present indicative can a so e e
p o ed to e press an action w ic  re ers to t e t re or near t re  e ow

6.6.1.1 Present indicative
e present indicative is or ed  adding t e d rative pre  e- or i- in so e 

so t ern dia ects  to t e present ste  o  t e ver , o owed  t e appropriate M 
s es  e ow are t e present indicative or s o  t e ver  d e t  ‘to know  
and irive te  ‘to cr

Table 6.11: PRS. IND.
 ‘  know , etc  ‘  cr , etc
 1s         e d n om          e iriv om
 s         e d n i              e iriv i 
 s         e d n e             e iriv e 
 1p        e d n im           e iriv im 
 p        e d n in            e iriv in 
 p        e d n en           e iriv en 

er s in t is or  can e sed to e press a it a  sit ations 1 , a ro tine or 
even a jo  or pro ession  and a so an action w ic  is in t e process or going 
to appen ver  soon 
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1  hemiše  e hænd e  
a wa s        DUR s i e PRS-3SG 
‘ e is a wa s s i ing

 e r om          mæ:rese/ daneš a 
DUR go PRS-1SG  sc oo  niversit  
‘  attend t e sc oo  niversit  i e ,  a st dent

 taze          æ e     o=m=e          e der om           ze          daq=e      to 
rig t now    co ar   se =BP.1SG=OM   IND tear PRS-1SG    ro       sorrow=EZ      o  
‘  a  going to tear  co ar apart o t o  t e rage t at o  ave ca sed e  

6.6.1.2 Present subjunctive 
e present s j nctive is or ed  adding t e pre  e  to t e present ste , 

o owed  t e appropriate person n er endings  t is notewort , owever, 
t at as e p ained a ove 1 , t e vowe  o  t e s j nctive pre  a  ndergo 
so e p ono ogica  assi i ation to t e o owing vowe  o  t e present ste , s c  
as t e c ange o  e-  - in t e second co n e ow  

Table 6.12: Pres. subj.
 ‘  a  eat , etc           ‘  a  eat , etc

 1s   e zæn om             o or om 
 s   e zæn i                o or i
 s   e zæn e                o or e
 1p   e zæn im             o or im 
 p   e zæn in              o or in 
 p   e zæn en             o or en 

e present s j nctive, apart ro  its t pica  sage to e press pot etica  
sit ations, can a so e sed or wis  state ents

 hala  v=e e            o on om  
now   good=is  w at       SBJV do PRS-1SG  
‘ at s o d  do now  at is good to do now

t can a so e sed a ter oda s, e pressing o igation, per ission and a i it

 diye   va  e rev im  (o ligation  
rt er  ne t  st  SBJV go PRS-1P  

‘ ow, we st go
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 e l in      e rev om263   (permission  
DUR- et.PRS-2P      SBJV go PRS-1P  
‘Do o  et e go

 del=om           e o               o or om=es  (aspiration  
eart=BP.1SG  DUR want PRS.3SG SBJV eat PRS-1SG=BP.3SG 

‘M  eart wants to eat it

8  o=m n       ter im     e vin im (a ility  
se =1P            can 1P         SBJV see PRS-1P  
‘ e, o rse ves, can see it

6.6.1.2.1 Modality constructions
ere are t ree ver s in ak tiari t at act as oda  ver s, e pressing di er

ent nctions s c  as a i it , desire, per ission and o igation  ese ver s are  
tæresten ‘to e a e ; lešten  naha en ‘to per it  to et ; asten ‘to want  e  
are sed e ore a s j nctive ver  and ot  ver s wi  e in ected as s own in t e 
e a p es e ow  

 ter i   e zæn i=s  
can PRS-2SG  SBJV- it PRS-2SG=BP.3SG 
‘ an o  it i  

 ast en   æ i yæl=e             (v ær en 
want PST-3P   kid P =OM     SBJV-take PRS-3P  
‘ e  wanted to take t e kids

o e press o igation, ak tiari s a  ses va ost  in present sentences  
or va e, ost  to e press an o igation in t e past  w ic  can e considered as 
an i persona  ver  wit  on  rd sing ar or s; t e  do, owever, get t e negative 
pre  -

1  1  va        e r om                 næ va  e r om 
     s o d          SBJV-go PRS-1SG          NEG-s o d         SBJV-go PRS-1SG 
     ‘  s o d go             ‘  s o d not go

 1  vas e e ræh im                 næ vas e e ræh im
     s o d   SBJV-go PST-1P          NEG-s o d        SBJV-go PST-1P  
     ‘ e s o d ave gone           ‘ e s o d ave not gone

6.6.1.2.2 Imperative 
e i perative or s in ak tiari address t e second person sing ar and p

. e ot er or  o  t is tterance can e  e l in=om e rev om    
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ra  o or  an i perative ver , t e s j nctive pre  e- wi  attac  to a present 
ste  and no ver a  ending is sed  o address t e second person p ra , t e ending 
-i  wi  e needed  s wit  t e case o  s j nctive arker, ere a so t e pre  wi  
assi i ate to t e vowe  o  t e present ste , as i strated in t e e a p es e ow

 1  e ten     o or in 
    SBJV j p PRS.2SG        SBJV eat PRS-2P  
    ‘ p  Dance         ‘ at  o  a

en a si p e ver  starts wit  /v/, t e i perative  s j nctive pre  s a  
drops

 1  vola h=es     væn=es n 
     assage PRS E=BP.3SG       drop PRS=BP.3P  
     ‘Massage it          ‘Drop t e

it  prever a  ver s, t e s j nctive  i perative pre  s a  drops, it can, 
owever, re ain and e sed or e p asis as in   e ow

 1  va vor dar=es 
    st      PRV- ave.PRS=BP.3SG

   ‘( e  s o d take it

 der ar=es
    PRV- ring.PRS=BP.3SG 
   ‘ ring it o t  

 e der ar=es
    SBJV-PRV- ring.PRS=BP.3SG 
   ‘ ring it o t

 æp=et=e      vor ar,           i ir=et    vor ævor e Davari 1   
ig=BP.2SG=OM   SBJV.PRV- ring PRS  itt e=BP.2SG     PRV ring PST-PTCP/COP.3SG 

‘ ring p o r e der c i d proper , o r itt e one wi  certain  e 
 we e aved   prover

e o owing e a p e is an i stration o  t e vowe  c ange o  t e ste  / / 
> / e /, w ic  is assi i ated to t e o owing orp e e /-i-/, and t e correspond
ing assi i ation o  / -/  / e-/  e p ace o  an o ject prono n is a so s own in 
t is constr ction

 1 e zæn=es     ne zen i=s  / mæ zen i=s
SBJV it PRS.2SG=BP.3SG         NEG it PRS-2SG=BP.2SG 
‘ it i er it          ‘Don t it i er it  

o eti es a s ort or  o  t e i perative ver , i e  t e no ina  part o  a co
po nd ver , is eno g  to conve  a co and
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8  1  don  mæ e  don  
    so nd NEG give PRS-2SG 
    ‘Don t ta k      ‘Don t ta k  t p  

2. e ræw da el    da el  
SBJV go PRS-2SG inside
‘ o inside t e roo  o se    ‘ nside

rag atica , swear words c rses  can a so e sed as a pro i itive co and  

 oh mir  
o ntain die PRS.2SG 

‘Lit Mo ntain deat  Ma  o  die in t e o ntains , t prag atica  t p  

not er or , t e rst person p ra  i perative, is a so possi e  a p es are  

 1  e r im   o or im   e š r im 
SBJV go PRS-1P  SBJV eat PRS-1P   SBJV was PRS-1P  
‘Let s go   ‘Let s eat       ‘Let s was  

ere are so e irreg ar i perative ver s, t e constr ction o  w ic  does not 
o ow t e nor

1  1 evei en        i yæw     i yo h=in  
                                              ‘ o e     ‘ o  a  co e

 
 lešten                       i l/ e h l     i l in/ e h l in  

                ‘Let it e    ‘ ow o  a

 naha en                  en/ en=e   no p ra  or  is sed
     ‘ t   

o negate an i perative, t e pro i itive pre es -/ m - are sed , and 
wi  e e p ained in ore detai  e ow in 1

 1  mæ or    mæ r in 
NEG eat PRS.2SG         NEG go PRS-2P  
‘Don t eat         ‘Don t go  o  a

6.6.1.3 Peculiar present tense forms
e present tense o  so e ver s  r hðe  ‘to go ; rðe  ‘to eat ; ðe  ‘to 

sa ; diðe  ‘to see ; ahaðe  ‘to p t ; leše  ‘to et, to per it ; a te  ‘to want  and 
daðe  ‘to give  s ows so e irreg arit  in its indicative and s j nctive or s and 
t ere ore req ire specia  attention ere  o i it t e size o  t is section, on  one 
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o  t ese ver s r hðe  ‘to go  wi  e  presented ere, w ereas so e or s 
o  t e ot er ver s are inc ded in e a p es , 1  e nor a  indicative par
adig  o  ‘to go  is presented in ta e 1  n act a  speec , t e present ste  can 
e ini ized to a sing e consonant second co n o  t e ta e ; rt er ore, t e 
oda  pre  can a so e o itted t ird co n e ow

Table 6.13: Peculiar present tense forms
‘  go, etc

1s    e rev om      e r om        r om
 s   e rev i          e r i           r i 
 s   e rev e         e r e           r e 
 1p  e rev im        e r im        r im
 p  e rev in         e r in         r in 
 p  e rev en        e r en        r en 

 di =o m   di =e m
see PST=E-BP.1SG  see PST=E-BP.1P  
‘ e saw e    ‘ e saw s  

di =e t di =e t
see PST=E-BP.2SG   see PST=E-BP.2P  
‘ e saw o    ‘ e saw o  

di =e s di =e s
see PST=E-BP.3SG   see PST=E-BP.3P  
‘ e saw er i it  ‘ e saw t e  

e ore req ent constr ction, owever, is t e o owing, in w ic  ot  t e 
root ver  and t e enc itics are s ortened  

 di=m    di=m
see PST=BP.1SG   see PST=BP.1P  
‘ e saw e    ‘ e saw s  

 di=t                               di=t
see PST= BP.2SG   see PST=BP.2P  
‘ e saw o    ‘ e saw o  

di=s                               di=s
see PST=BP.3SG   see PST= BP.3P  
‘ e saw er i it   ‘ e saw t e  
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ere are a ew ot er ver s, w ic  can e s ortened in t e sa e anner as 
s own in t e o owing e a p es  

 1  (e om  ( e r om   h ne=s  
(DUR want PRS-1SG  SBJV go PRS-1SG       o se=BP.3P  
‘  want to go to t eir o se

 va                e om             e=s 
    st  SBJV give PRS-1SG           to=BP.3SG 
    ‘  s o d give it  to i  er  

 di             hi i  n i om 
    ADV         not ing     NEG-DUR sa PRS-1SG 
   ‘  won t sa  an t ing, an ore  

 or e e            ni l e      e æws om 
    o DEF-DEF  NEG et PRS-3SG  SBJV s eep PRS-1SG 
   ‘ e o  doesn t et e s eep  

 pia=ne           lešt   e r e 
    an=OM  et PST.3SG         SBJV go PRS-3SG 
   ‘ e et t e g  go  

 e l                    r om 264

    SBJV et PRS.2SG    go PRS-1SG 
    ‘Let e go  

 šir=e            e n om     sær e  tæš 
     i k=OM  DUR-p t.PRS-1SG ead-EZ   re 
    ‘  p t  a  going to p t t e i k on t e re  

is pec iar e avior o  so e o  t ese ver s can create a ig o s sit ations 
and at t e sa e ti e o ers t e opport nit  or aking so e p ns  or e a p e, 
consider t e ver  daðe  ‘to give  e s ort or  o  its present ste  wo d e da-, 
w ic  rese es t e no n or ‘ ot er  e a ig it  eco es even greater  
t e act t at t e person  n er endings and t e prono ina  enc itics a so ook t e 
sa e in t e rst sing ar - m/m and = m/m  ere ore, a sentence ike , 
w en eard, can e interpreted in t e two wa s e p ained e ow

 e da=m  da m 
to  ot er= BP.1SG  give PRS-1SG 
‘  gave it  to  o  

is sentence can a so e e pressed in t e o owing or s   e l e r om/ i l om e r om.
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is sa e sentence can a so ean ‘ o  o ,  o  as an e p atic an
swer to a q estion ike  ‘ o w o , did o  give it  t is o vio s t at t e conte t 
can c ari  t e e act eaning, t t ere e ist severa  p ns and ing istic jokes, tak
ing advantage o  t e pec iar e avior o  t is gro p o  ver s and t eir a ig ities

6.6.2 Forms based on the past stem

6.6.2.1 Past Perfective (Simple Past)
is or  e presses a co p eted action in t e past  t is ade  attac ing t e 

past person n er endings to t e past ste  o  t e ver  

Table 6.14: PST.PRF. (Simple Past)
 ‘  ate, etc  ‘  s ept , etc
 1s   ær om          æwsi om 
 s   ær i              æwsi i 
 s   ær ø             æwsi ø 
 1p   ær im          æwsi im 
 p   ær in           æwsi in 
 p   ær en           æwsi en 

 æmšæw  o æšt æ265  hi       šom   næ ær om /   hi   næ æwsi om
tonig t     pass PST-PTCP       none     dinner     NEG.eat.PST-1SG /  none  NEG-s eep PST-1SG

‘Last nig t,  didn t eat an  dinner  or ‘Last nig t,  didn t s eep at a

n t e e a p e , two ver s, a transitive and an intransitive one, are sed 
si taneo s  to indicate t e act t at t ere is no di erence in t e e avior o  t ese 
two categories o  t e ver s in ak tiari past tense constr ctions see a so  a ove

6.6.2.2 Imperfect
is constr ction e presses an action in t e past w ic  contin ed as a a it or 

at east or a certain period o  ti e  t is or ed  attac ing t e d rative pre  
e- to t e past ste  o owed  appropriate ver  endings  

8  e ær om; e ær i; e ær ø; e ær im; e ær in; e ær en  

 æw n  e i om      qæleve       e ær om
o ng     t at  e PST-1SG        ver         DUR-eat. PST-1SG 

‘ en  was o ng,  sed to eat a ot

 is is a pec iar wa  o  ti e re erence  o sa  ‘ ast nig t , ak tiaris sa  ‘tonig t, t e passed one
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n i per ect ver  can e sed in t e apodosis o  conditiona  sentences to s ow 
a pot etica  sit ation see a so  e ow  ‘  wo dn t et i  do t at  

 ær           tær est ø  ištær          e ær ø
i        can- PST-3SG     ore            DUR-eat  PST-3SG 
‘ e wo d eat ore i  e co d

6.6.2.3 Past subjunctive
en t e s j nctive pre  e-/ - attac es to a past ste  o owed  past 

ver  endings, it can e press a wis  or nrea  state ent in t e past  

1  e er om; e er i; e er ø; e er im; e er in; e er en;; 

 næ vas e        i           ar=e      e er om
NEG- st.PST    t is      work=OM  SBJV do PST-1SG

‘  s o dn t ave done t is

6.6.3 Perfect forms
er ect constr ctions in ak tiari ave a specia  or ation t at akes t e  

distinct ro  ersian and so e ot er ranian ang ages, in t e sense t at t e ver a  
endings attac  to t e ain ver  and not to t e a i iar  ver

6.6.3.1 Present perfect
e present per ect e presses an action w ic  as taken p ace in t e past, t its 

e ect contin es to t e present  t is or ed  c iticizing t e t ird person sing ar 
or  o  t e cop a =e to a past tense a read  in ected  person n er endings  

Table 6.15: PRS.PRF.
‘  ave eaten , etc  ‘  ave s ept , etc
 1s   ær om=e           æwsi om=e 
 s   ær i=e               æwsi i=e 
 s   ær ø=e              æwsi ø=e
 1p   ær im=e            æwsi im=e 
 p   ær in=e             æwsi in=e 
 p   ær en=e            æwsi en=e 

o negate a ver  in t e present per ect tense, t e negative s  wi  si p  
attac  to t e eginning o  t e str ct re  næ ær om=e ‘  aven t eaten
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6.6.3.2 Past perfect 
e past per ect is or ed  co ining t e past ste  o  a ver  a read  in ected 

 person n er endings wit  t e t ird person sing ar o  t e ver  i ðe  ‘to e

Table 6.16: Past perfect
 ‘  ad eaten , etc  ‘  ad s ept , etc

 1s   ær om    i         æwsi om   i
 s   ær i        i         æwsi i      i
 s   ær ø       i         æwsi ø     i
 1p   ær im    i         æwsi im    i
 p   ær in     i         æwsi in     i
 p   ær en    i         æwsi en     i

 

 ær  o=m  ræh om   iva a=s,  ni lešt om=es    i    ar=e o on e
i   se =1SG  go PST-1SG was  wit = i ,  NEG- et.PST-1SG=BP.3SG   t is   work=OM   
SBJV-do.PRS-3SG

‘   ad gone wit  i ,  wo dn t et i  do t at

e o nger generations a  se a str ct re ike  w ic  is a ected    
ersian

 ær e i om ‘  ad eaten  

6.6.3.3 Subjunctive perfect

 oso          e        e vei  ø,         vas e      i     ar=e     e er om  i
t e ti e   w ic    DUR-co e.PRS-3SG  st.PST  t is  work=OM SBJV do PST-1SG  e.PST

‘  s o d ave done t is, e ore e ca e

6.6.4 Progressive forms

6.6.4.1 Present progressive
e present progressive s ows an action w ic  is taking p ace eit er at t e 

present o ent  or in t e near t re 1

 dar im  e or im=es 
ave PRS-1P   DUR-c t PRS-1P =BP.3SG 

‘ e are c tting it  
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 dar om  e r om,            di          ni o  hey o o i 
ave PRS-1SG     DUR-go PRS-1SG     rt er    NEG.want.PRS.    3SG REP      SBJV-sa .PRS-2SG 

‘  a  going, o  don t need to keep sa ing o  

e ot er wa  to s ow an action in progress is sing t e progressive adver  
partic e  PROG  e ore t e ver  see a ove   s e p ained e ore, t is 
partic e rese es t e p ra  persona  prono n ta e 1 a ove  and as ot er 

ani estations s c  as: h , h e or e

8  1  hono i (y a m                    ono      i (y oft e 
PROG  DUR-co e.PRS-1SG                             PROG     DUR- a .PRS-3SG 
‘  a  co ing               ‘ t is a ing going to a

 hono n=s          e r en 
    PROG-E=BP.3P         DUR-go.PRS-3P  
    ‘ ere, t e  are going  

n ersian, t e sa e concept is e pressed  eans o  a e ping ver  daštæn 
‘to ave  as in  

 dar æm  mi a m 
ave.PRS-1SG   DUR-co e.PRS-1SG 

‘  co ing

ere ore, constr ctions ike  can e eard in t e ak tiari spoken  t e 
o nger generations in enced  ersian

 dar om  i (y a m 
ave.PRS-1SG    DUR-co e.PRS-1SG 

‘  co ing

6.6.4.2 Past progressive
e past progressive, as t e na e signi es, e presses an action w ic  was go

ing or so e ti e in t e past  t can e sed a one 1 , or e a p e as an answer 
to  ‘ at were o  doing , t it is s a  o owed  anot er state ent ike 
in  

1  dašt om  e ræh om 
ave PST-1SG DUR-go PST-1SG 

‘  was going  

 dašt om   e ræh om           e pia= e resi( ø =om
ave PST-1SG DUR-go PST-1SG t at an=DEF    reac PST-3SG to=BP.1SG 

‘  was a o t to go t at t e an ca g t p wit  e  

 



6.7 OPTATIVES
e optative ood as ore diverse and req ent ani estations in ak tiari 

co pared to ersian  e optative is sed to e press a wis , a a ent, and ost 
o  a , a c rse  t is notewort  t at n ike ersian, t e optative as considera e 
dai  sage, ost  in asp e o s tterances t at are e pressed o t o  despair or 
as a eans o  s owing one s discontent wit  ards ips and n ck  ate in i e  

ese e pressions, at ti es, can e ver  dra atic and not presenta e eca se t e  
contain severa  ta oo words and e pressions  is practice is ver  o d and as not 
essened even nder t e r e o  t e s a ic ep ic  

e optative is or ed ased on two ste s, present and past, wit  s ig t  di
erent str ct res eac

6.7.1 The Present-stem-based optative
o e press a desire or t e present or t e t re, ak tiari ses t e present 

optative  t is or ed ro  a present ste  p s t e specia  optative s  -a w ic  
attac es direct  to t e present ste , o owed  a second s  -e at t e end o  
t e optative ste   t ese two orp e es, -a is essentia  to or  a present opta
tive ste  w ereas t e se o  -e is optiona

 o a pir=et on a( h e / on a( y e   wis
god       o d=BP.2SG    do PRS-OPT-E-3SG 
‘Ma  god ake o  o d  o  e a e to ive ong

 o a   e     l=et        row a( h e / row a( y e   asp e o s tterance
god     on   ack=BP.2SG   go PRS-OPT(-E-3SG) 
‘Ma  o  carr  god on o r ack  
Ma  god co e down ro  is nipotent stat s

ote, a ove, t e a ternative epent etic p one es -h and -y-  to prevent iat s  
e c oice etween t e two see s dia ecta  to e  e negative pre  wi  pre

cede t e optative ste  as i strated in  e ow, w ic  is a prover , and a so 
in 8

 nei e266      ne in a             eimand     næ on a  ši
NEG see PST-PTCP       NEG-see PRS-OPT   spinster     NEG-do PRS-OPT       s and
‘Ma  t e one w o asn t seen, see not ing and a spinster never arr  

 ze=s  e dær     næ row a h e c rse
ro =BP.3SG to o t NEG-go PRS-OPT-E-OPT 

‘Ma  s e not get we  it  Ma  s e not get o t o  it  

  case o  s pp etion w ere t e nder ing or  is  næ i e    NEG see.PST-PTCP.
 n ot er words  ‘ e nderprivi eged peop e do not ave t e capacit  o  appiness
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e o nd prono ns can attac  direct  to t e optative ver , etween its two 
arkers  e  can e agentive as =m in in a=m e or o jective as =t in er si=t=e 

in e ow e a p e 

 o ey268,      o ey er si=t=e in a=m e  
o  god,          o  god  wedding=BP.2SG=OM   see PRS-OPT=BP.1SG-OPT 
‘ ra  to od, Ma   ive ong to see o r wedding

n 8  a t pica  dai  c rse is presented, s a  e pressed  angr  ot ers 
to t eir kids, and t en in  t e w o e paradig  o  t e sa e ver  eiðe  ‘to 
it  wi  e presented  n  t e paradig  o  anot er t pica  c rse wit  t e ver  

rðe  ‘to take  is s own, w ere on  t e rst optative arker is sed  e i port
ant point is, as seen in t e p ra  e a p es, t at t e na  optative arker is  
sed in t e present optative L L  

8  peri269  zen a=t e
ari  it PRS-OPT=BP.2SG-OPT 

‘Ma  o  e it  a ari  

 Sg: zen a=m e; zen a=t e; zen a=s e 
 zen a=m n; zen a=t n; zen a=s n

 Sg: al ær a=m; al ær a=t; al ær a=s    ‘Ma   take e; o ; s e  
 al ær a=m n; al ær a=t n; al ær a=s n ‘Ma   take s; o ; t e

6.7.2 Past-stem-based optative
o e press t e optative ood in t e past, t e past s j nctive wi  e sed p s 

t e second optative arker, i e  t e -e s  as s own in t e e a p es e ow  
e se o  t e optative s , owever, is optiona  esa e ro avaz kona

1  o ey       o ey       ar           e zei i e
o  god,        o  god        rain          SBJV- it.PST-2SG-OPT 
‘ ra  to od, wis  o  po red so e rain

 aš ay hæm o o i om e
wis      EMP -DIST t ere  e.PST-1SG-OPT 
‘  wis   were rig t t ere

8. o ey is pro a  a co ination o  t e word  o a ‘god  and t e interjection hey ‘o  

 ro  M  par g and v  pairi  ‘de onic ange , w o o ows a  t e eroes and i orta s to 
sed ce t e  to ad e avior and sin  actions ; it as co p ete  ost its negative eaning in er
sian and it is now s non o s wit  ‘ange , t t e or  and its pre s a ic concept as s rvived 
in ak tiari

  s   r ay  is attac ed to ver s e pressing nrea iza e wis es   š e mor  d
om , andar hav  perhess om  ‘  wis   were a ird, t at   co d  into t e air  MacKinnon, 11



e ow  is a co p ete past optative paradig  o  t e ver  mor en ‘to die

 Sg: e mord om e         ‘  wis   were dead
e mord i (y e ‘  wis  o  were dead
e mord ø-e(y  ‘  wis  s e were dead

Pl: e mord im e  ‘  wis  we were dead
e mord in e ‘  wis  o  a  were dead
e mord en-e(y  ‘  wis  t e  were dead

n 1  an advice or a wis  is e pressed, w i e in   sing t e past 
oda  vas e ‘o g t to , t e sa e advice as c anged into an o igation

 1  si  o=m e o i e 
or  se =BP.1SG  SBJV-sa .PST-2SG-OPT 

‘ o  s o d ave to d e

 vas e            si          o=m  e o i e 
st PST or se =BP.1SG SBJV-sa .PST-2SG-OPT 

‘ o  s o d ave to d e, se

6.8 CAUSATIVES
a sative constr ctions can e e pressed in di erent wa s   o ow a ne 
8 1  and divide ca satives into t ree t pes  e ica , orp o ogica  and  

ana tic  

6.8.1 Lexical causatives
a ne 8 1  c ai s t at Most, i  not a , ang ages ave so e e ica  

ca satives  ere are at east t ree s t pes o  w at we wi  ter  e ica  ca s
atives  e ni ing actor e ind a  o  t ese t pes is t e act t at in eac  case 
t e notion o  ca se is wrapped p in t e e ica  eaning o  t e ver  itse  t is not 
e pressed  an  additiona  operator  e t ree t pes are

 o c ange in ver
on ca sative > a sative

 qæza  poh ø             oli qæza=ne         poh ø
ood        cooked   >   o i ood=OM               cooked

‘ ood is  cooked    >   o i cooked t e ood  

              o e idios ncratic c ange in ver
on ca sative > a sative

 deræ t væst ø               oli     deræ t=ene væn ø
tree  a PST-3SG              >   o i      tree=OM t row PST-3SG   
‘ e tree e                    >   o i e ed t e tree

 



  Di erent ver    
on ca sative > a sative 

 oli   ræh ø   šæhr          æli   oli=ne   or ø   šæhr 
o i  went  cit     >    i    o i=OM      took           cit  

‘ o i went to t e cit     >   ‘ i took o i to t e cit

8  oli mor ø              æli   oli= ne   ošt ø 
o i        died    >    i   o i=OM       ki ed 

‘ o i died     >   ‘ i ki ed o i  

6.8.2 Morphological causatives
Morp o ogica  ca satives invo ve a prod ctive c ange in t e or  o  t e ver  

a ne, 8 1  is c ange s o d act as a r e and e app ica e ‘to an  
ot er ver s in t e ang age 1 as we  n ak tiari t e ca sative present ste  is 
or ed  adding t e ca sative orp e es - -/ - -, an in  in c aracter, to t e 

present ste  o  t e ver       

on ca sative > a sative
 šiše eš æ st ø     æli            šiše=ne      eš æ n ø

g ass      reak  PRS 3SG   >      i              g ass=OM       reak PRS CAUS-PST-3SG 
‘ e g ass roke    >     ‘ i roke t e g ass

8  šiše eš æh e              æ e   šiše=ne        eš æ n e 
g ass reak.PRS-3SG            >     kid       g ass=OM         reak.PRS-CAUS-3SG 
‘ e g ass reaks  wi  reak     >      ‘ e kid reaks t e g ass

n a e 1 , di erent ver s intransitive, inc oative and transitive  are isted 
wit  t eir ca sative or s  e p rpose o  aking t is ist was to genera ize t e 
ca sative or ation in eac  and ever  o  t e a ove entioned categories o  ver s  

 e a ining t e data, we see t at in t e transitive gro p, in o r e a p es o t o  
ve, t e - - or  o  t e ca sativizer is sed to ake t e present ste  o  t e ca s

ative or  ite s 1 , 1 , 1  and1  e ow  e sa e in  - -, owever, is sed to 
c ange t e intransitive ver  ærzesten to its ca sative or  ite   w ic  creates 
a co nter e a p e to t e possi e genera  r e t at sa s  to c ange an intransitive 
ver  to a ca sative or  it is eno g  to add t e - - to t e end o  t e present ste  

s or t e second gro p, t e inc oatives, t e  a so present reg arit  in t e sense 
t at t eir ca satives or   adding - to t e end o  t eir present ste  e on  
di erence t at t e two gro ps o  intransitives and inc oatives e i it, co pared 
to t e transitive one, is d e to so e p ono ogica  c anges in t e present ste , as 
i strated in t e e a p es , , 1 , 11 and 1  e ow  ere ore, it eco es appar

1   i id



ent t at t ere are so e preva ent tendencies in eac  gro p, t to state a pervasive 
genera ization a o t a  t e ver  gro ps see s o t o  reac

Table 6.17: Causativization of different in nitives
Intransi-
tive

Pres. 
stem 

Gloss Causative Pres. stem Gloss

1 eš æsten eš æ(h to reak eš ena en eš æ n ca se to reak
lærzesten lærz to s iver, tre

e
lærzon en lærz on ca se to s iv

er
po esten po to e p ode po on en poy n ca se  e

p ode
ræh en ræw / r to go ron en r n to drive, to 

p s
æwsi en æws to ie down  

s eep
æwna en æw n to inc ate 

Incho-
atives

Pres.stem  Gloss Causative Pres. stem Gloss

æn esten æn e(h to sp it into 
pieces

æn eni en æn e n to c t into 
pieces

eš æsten eš æ(h to reak eš æni en eš æ n to ake  
reak

8 masesten mas to arden masni en mas n ca se to 
arden; ake 
og rt ro  
i k

peš esten peš e(h to sp as  sprin
k e 

peš eni en peš e n to ake

1 po esten po to o ris poyni en poy n ca se  to 
open 

11 soh en s s to rn s zni en s z n ca se to rn
1 æwsi en æws to s eep æwni en æw n to p t to 

s eep
Transi-
tive

Pres. 
stem

Gloss Causative Pres. stem Gloss

1 fæh
mesten

fæhm to nderstand fæhmon en fæhm on e p to nder
stand

1 ereh en er to go fe(re
šna en

fe(re š n to send

1 æši en  æš to p æšon en æš on e p to ove
1 s hi en s (h to grate, to r s hon en s h on grate, r
1 z hi en z (h to give irt z hon en z h on e p to give 

irt

 



 ere are a so a n er o  ver s, a  containing a orp e e ike e e ent 
- e -, w ic  conve  a ca sative eaning  dar e iðe  ‘t rn pside down, inside 
o t , š e iðe  ‘to s ake  or t e iðe  ‘to p t o t a rning stick; to ink  

o e o  t ese ver s ave ot er or s, wit  eanings at ti es t e sa e or ver  
si i ar, t in so e cases opposite o  eac  ot er 8  , e ow , in w ic  t e / / 
o  t e entioned e e ent as ndergone p ono ogica  c anges s c  as devoicing 
to / / or pa ata ization to /y/ or eing o itted a toget er  o, it is per aps possi e 
to in er t at, in t e previo s stages o  t e ang age, t ere was anot er ca sative 

orp e e - e  w ic  ater disso ved into ot er or s or disappeared co p ete

e ist in 81  contains ver s t at ave - e  wit  transitive or ca sative 
eaning in t eir str ct re

81  
1. ef eni en          ‘to r e; to deco pose; to ake so e od  angr  > efni en      

‘to twist
2. eš eni en        ‘to at o t woo  wit  t e ands > ešni en ‘to spin
3. per eni en        ‘to scatter > perni en ‘to set a ird ree ake it 
4. tez eni en =      ‘to disasse e, to distort      

ti ni en 
5. mo eni en =   ‘to sq eeze, to press     

mo ni en
6. er eni en=     ‘to p cker; to ake so e od  pset  

er eni en
7. tif eni en=       ‘di se, scatter       

tifni en
8. peræ ni en=    ‘to sneeze o  a s eep     

peræ ni en=       
peræyni en

9. peš eni en=     ‘to scatter       
peš eni en 

10. šo ni en=         ‘to rig ten       
šo ni en=        
šoyni en 

11. šæn eni en=    ‘to r age, to deco pose; to winnow t e crop  
šæn  er en 

ere are, owever, ver s aving t e sa e str ct re t wit  an intransitive 
sense, as s own in 8  e ow  

8  

1  elen eni en  ‘to ow

 oron eni en  ‘to roar, to sq a



 fen eni en  ‘to snatc

 hæw eni en  ‘ reaking o  t e egg in a ird s e

 er eni en  ‘to s ine

   pel rni en  ‘to ave a s ip o  t e tong e
   pofni en  ‘to swe ; to de o is  

6.8.3 Analytic causatives
e t ird or ation o  ca satives invo ves t e sage o  anot er ver , w ic  in 

ak tiari is ain  ahaðe  ‘to p t , t a so v ðe  ‘to drop, to t row into  and 
erðe , ‘to do

on ca sative > a sative

8  1  mæryæm erev est ø  
      Mar a  cr PST-3SG 
      ‘Mar a  cried

 
 
                 mæryæm         nah a ø va272 ereve 
                       Mar a           p t.PRS-PST 3SG  into  cr  
                      ‘Mar a  started to cr
 
 
                 æli       mæryæm=e      nah a ø        va ereve
            i         Mar a =OM      p t.PRS-PST 3SG     into cr   
                       ‘ i ade Mar a  cr   ‘ i p t M  into cr  

8  1  zivær hænd est ø  
      zivar a g sg pst  
      ‘ ivar a g ed  
          
   zivær        væ st ø               va         hænde  

                     zivar             a .PST 3SG into  a g ter 
           ‘ ivar e  into a g ter  
 
        keri         zivær=e væn d ø  va ænde 
           keri       zivar=OM a PRS 3SG.PST     into        a g ter  
          ‘Keri  p t ivar into a g ter  

n t e a ove e a p es, t e rst or  o  t e so ca ed ca satives is an e a p e 
o   an inc oative, since it e presses a c ange o  state and t e ca ser and t e ca see 

 directiona  ocationa  partic e

 



are one and t e sa e person  n t e ot er and, in t e sa e e a p es, we do not 
see a va ence increasing operation, t ere ore, t e  can a so e ana zed as re e
ive constr ctions

6.9 PASSIVES
ased on a ne s 8   categorization o  passives, in ak tiari  

disting is  orp o ogica , ana tic and i persona  passives  n t e o owing sec
tions, eac  t pe wi  e e p ained and t en e a p es wi  e provided

6.9.1 Morphological passives
ne wa  o  e pressing t e passive voice in ak tiari is  s ing t e passive 

orp e e - e/i  h-  to t e active present tense o  t e ver  e past ste  is t en 
or ed  adding -e t/-i t to t e present passive ste

            Active present stem     Present Passive     Past Passive 

8  r- ‘eat       r-eh-          hr-e t-‘ e eaten  
1  ænde  qæza or e        i qæza ta šæv ær eh e      mivæ ha e æhr est en
ow c  ood eat PRS-3SG  PROX ood ti  nig t eat.PRS-PASS-3SG    r it-P -DEF  eat.PRS.PASS-PST-

3P ‘ e eats so c        ‘ is ood is  wi  e eaten  nig t    ‘ e r its were eaten a toget er

8  r- ‘c t          r-eh-             hr-e t-  ‘ e c t
1  e or om=es                  šir e e    or eh e              tænaf  ohr est ø 
   IND c t PRS-1SG=BP.3SG              i k-DEF  c ot.PRS PASS-3SG             rope  c t.PRS PASS -PST-3SG

   ‘  wi  c t it           ‘ e i k wi  e c oted  c rded   ‘ e rope was c t

8  eš - ‘ reak   eš h-           eš h-e t-   ‘ e roken  
        1  peste  e š æn           va ima n i š æh e         to m a eš æh est en i ø
      istac ios SBJV reak.PR     wit  we NEG-IND eak PASS.PRS-3SG       egg-P  reak.PRS.PASS -PST-3P  was-3SG

‘ e  so e pistac ios  ‘ e can not and e it Maddadi 1  1       ‘ e eggs ad een roken  

88  der- ‘tear      der-eh-           dehr- e t-  ‘ e torn  
            1  der i=s                   o=s der he e            ove e dehr est 
           tear PST-2SG=BP.3SG     SEF =BP.3SG  tear.PRS-PASS-3SG  dress DEF tear PASS.PRS-PST 
          ‘Did o  tear it?’              ‘ t gets torn a   itse   ‘ e dress got torn  

8  - ‘dig          h -            h -e t-    ‘ e d g  
  1  i ær =e     ter i  æ/en i         yo ni æh e             yo o=s    æhn est e PROX 
stone=OM can.PRS-2SG  dig.PRS-2SG   t is  it NEG-dig.PRS-3SG           it se =BP.3SG dig.PASS.PRS-PST-PTCP  
‘ an o  dig o t t is stone   ‘ is one  cannot e d g o t       ‘ t as een d g a   itse

  agree wit  so e sc o ars Maddadi 1 , a eri 1  w o e ieve t at t is orp e e is t e 
sa e as t e passive arker orp e e h in t e Midd e ersian, w ic  is ost in ew ersian, t 
as s rvived in ak tiari o ag ari 1  
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6.9.2 Analytical Passives
e second wa  o  e pressing t e passive voice in ak tiari is  sing t e past 

particip e p s t e ver  va iðe / a iðe  ‘ to eco e  Di erent or s o  va iðe  
wi  e sed to s ow t e oda , aspect a  di erences as we  as vario s tenses  

e past particip e, as entioned a ove 1 , is or ed  adding t e particip e 
or ant -e to t e past ste

 1  dærf a šošt e va i    
dis -P  was .PST-PTCP eco e.PST   
‘ e dis es were was ed    

 pia yæl            p y ošt e va i en
     an-P       a      die.PST-PTCP  eco e.PST-3P  
    ‘  t e en were ki ed  

s can e seen in t e a ove e a p e  1 , w en t e s ject is inani ate, 
agree ent wit  t e ver  is not o igator  e di erent or s o  va iðe / a iðe  
are as o ows

resent ndicative  i om, i i, i  ( (h e , i im, i in, i (h en 

resent j nctive  va om,va i, va e, va im, va in, va en 

ast er ective  va i , va i i, va i , va i im, va i in, va i en

resent er ect  va i om e, va i i e, va i e, va i im e,va i in e,va i en e

ast er ect  va i om i,va i i i, va i e i,va i im i,va i in i, va i en i

6.9.3 Impersonal Passives
e i persona  passive, according to a ne, are essentia  t e sa e as t e 

asic passives in t e sense t at   t e  downp a  t e centra it  o  an  
a ne, 8   ere is, owever, one di erence etween t e two   i per

sona  passives can e or ed ro  intransitive as we  as transitive ver s  i id  
o e e a p es o  i persona  passives in ak tiari are

1  e o      æn      va  
DUR want PRS.3SG    g t   eco e.SBJV.3SG 
‘  g t is going to start  

 hæmi o    hin ris est ø
t is     ere ood po r-PST-3SG 
‘ ood was s ed on t is ver  p ace  

 



6.10 NEGATION AND PROHIBITION
o e press negation, t e pre  - is sed e ore t e tense  ood pre es and 

t e prever s  ts distri tion is as o ows

o negate a ver  w ic  is pre ed wit  an d rative or i per ective arker, t e 
two pre es wi  co ine and res t in -i-, as s own in t e o owing or a

-  e-/ i-  -i-

 næ + e o m  n i o m 
NEG-  DUR sa PRS-1SG> NEG-DUR sa PRS-1SG 
‘  don t  won t sa

 o negate a s j nctive ver , owever, t e or  - rep aces t e 
s j nctive pre  or a t oro g  i stration o  t e sage o  - wit  di
erent a o orp s o  t e s j nctive arker, a  t e e a p es in 1 8  

are repeated e ow as 1 8  in a negated or

 1  næ  + e æn om  næ æn om 
 næ er om
 næ st n om=es
 næ  + o n om=es  næ n om=es 
 næ oš om=es
 næ  + i y he  næ y he
 næ mir om

8  næ/e in i274

o e ore precise, w en t e vowe  o  t e ste  is /i/, t e negative pre  can 
assi i ate to e- as we , t s  

 1  ne mir om, ær si=t=e                i vin om                ne miz
NEG-die.PRS-1SG wedding=BP.2SG=OM     SBJV- see.PRS-1SG  NEG -piss.PRS.2SG 
‘Ma   e a ive to see o r wedding     ‘Don t piss

en t e ain ver  is preceded  a oda  ver , t e negative pre  wi  not 
attac  to t e s ordinate ver ; t ere ore, t e s j nctive pre  re ains in its p ace

   va e r om >   eg   næ va e r om  ‘  s o dn t go  

e past s j nctive is s a  negated  attac ing t e or  - to t e pre
ceding oda  ver s

 otice t e c ange o  consonant /v/  / / in e a p es  8 and  8  i-vi -i  /e- i -i.

 D 



 1  næ vas e  e ær om=es          ni ast om        o oš om=es 
NEG st PST   SBJV-eat.PST-1SG=BP.3SG   NEG want PST-1SG   SBJV-ki .PST-1SG=BP.3SG 
   ‘  s o dn t ave eaten it   ‘  didn t want to ki  it  

n e a p e 8 , w ic  is a ak tiari prover , t e negation o  an individ ative 
and a s j nctive ver  is i strated  

8  ta   do ær   næ ø    razi,   or   n i on e      s azi Davari 1           
            nti   gir   NEG e SBJV-3SG  wi ing,   o    NEG-DUR-do.PRS-3SG   kiss p a  

‘  o  dares to kiss a gir  on  w en s e egins irting

o eti es, t e negating e e ent  acts ike a seperate word and negates a 
c a se  or a w o e sentence  

 ær      næ  si       del e       to     i ø,       hi            n i vei om
i  not or      eart-EZ    o      e.PST-3SG,   not ing   NEG-DUR-co e PST-1SG 
‘  it was not or o r sake,  wo d never co e

 næ      si         ater e to             i ar e er om
not or sake-EZ o  PROX work=OM          do.PST-1SG

‘ asn t t at or o r sake, t at  did t is

o negate an i perative ver , t e pre  - wi  rep ace t e i perative pre  
in its di erent or s e- / - / i-  

1  1  e zæn  > næ zæn  ‘ it  >  Don t it  
  o oš > næ oš  ‘Ki   >  Don t ki

  i mir  næ/e mir   ‘Die   >  Don t die

o e press pro i ition, t e pre  m - is sed  t is an origina  ak tiari pro
i itive pre  since it is sed ore  t e o der generation and it can e eard in 

t e o d wedding or nera  songs  - is sed ore nder t e in ence o  ersian  

 

1  o o > mæ o ‘ a  it  > Don t sa  it

 ( o  ræw > mæ ræw  ‘ o  >  Don t go

 ere are a so pec iar negative or s ike - - m instead o  e pected  -e-d - m > 
i-d - m ‘  don t know  t e p ono ogica  c anges o  w ic   a  not going to disc ss rt er in 

t e present work






