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CHAPTER FIVE
NOMINAL MORPHOLOGY

5 NOUN 

e no n in ak tiari can occ r as s ject, o ject and perip era  no ina  ar
g ents and is in ected or n er  t can take deter iners  and , t e 
de nite o ject arker - )e  and t e de nite s  - e 1  o ns can a so 
e odi ed  a no n and  or adjectives in a  eza e  adjective constr ction 

 ot  t e s ntactic and se antic nctions o  t e no n p rase are e pressed 
 prepositions  and t ro g  word order, w ic  is genera   e  can 

a so e c assi ed rt er according to n er and de niteness

5.1 NUMBER
e sing ar no n is e pressed  t e n arked or  o  t e no n and t is or  

can e sed as t e asis or p ra  or ation  a p es are  

1  æwr ‘c o d , e  ‘ at er , da ‘ ot er  

e p ra  no n, n ike t e sing ar, is arked  severa  di erent orp e es 
w ic  are s ed to t e no n, as wi  e de onstrated e ow

5.1.1 The plural suf x -a / -ha 
e ost req ent p ra  s  in ak tiari is -a wit  t e a o orp  -ha  ver  

new word w ic  enters t e ang age wi  e p ra ized  sing t e orp e e -a 
or -ha 1  ords end ing in a consonant or ig  vowe  wi  e in ected  -a and 
t e ot er vowe na  words take ha in t eir p ra  or , as s own in t e e a p es 

e ow  

 

1   ave enco ntered on  one case w ere a new word, te ri, ends in anot er p ra  orp e e 
-y l  n recent ears t e ak tiari no ads, iving in Ko rang, ave coined a word to re er to t e 
to rists co ing to see t e nat ra  attractions o  t eir area  e  ca  t e  te riy l w ic  is derived 
ro  t e ersian no n t rih ‘pro enade, recreation , itse  derived ro  ra ic root  / r / 

‘jo , de ig t  
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 Suf x -a
          

Sg.      Pl.   Gloss. 

a  z / min  z min a  ‘ and, gro nd  
 deræ t   deræ t a  ‘tree   

c        æn om  æn om a  ‘w eat  
d  šotor  šotor a   ‘ca e  
e  ley   ley a   ‘a kind o  and woven r g  

 mo ail   mo ail a  ‘ o i e p one  
g  n    n w a   ‘ read

 t    t a  ‘roo  
i  ti   ti y a   ‘e e  

 Suf x -ha 
                

                     Sg.    Pl.   Gloss. 

a      pa                    pa ha   ‘ oot eg  
    tela                     tela ha   ‘go d  

c     sorfe                   sorfe ha ‘ta e c ot  co g  
d     Zantia                Zantia ha  ‘a new rand o  a to  

e istorica  in or ed ana sis wo d e to consider -ha as t e origina  or  
as in written ersian  descending ro  Midd e ersian - h  a azo i zegar 

1  wit  t e a o orp  -a in ak tiari as we  as in spoken arsi ersian  
or t e consonant na  words  t see s t at in t e o der stages o  t e ang age, in

ani ate no ns s a  took -a/ -ha in t eir p ra  or  w i e ani ate no ns were 
p ra ized  ot er p ra  s es, to w ic   wi  now t rn

5.1.2 The plural suf x - l/ -y l216 

is orp e e as ost a ost a  o  its prod ctivit  e an  words t at 
ave t eir p ra  or ed  t is orp e e, owever, are q ite req ent ever

da  words  t is an a ost c osed set t at e ongs to so e o d i portant se an
tic do ains, s c  as kins ip ter s, ani a  s andr  ter ino og  and a n er 
o  adjectives nctioning as no ns  e e a p es e ow wi  rt er c ari  t is 

1  n addition to t ese or s, t ere are so e words, s a  ending in , w ic  ave t eir p ra  
or s ade  adding t e s  - l, a ver  req ent p ra  s  in t e Lori variet  o  t e so t ern 

neig oring ang age o  Ko gi e va o ra ad province  or o gil  eiræmet  as t e  ca  
t e se ves  ere are ver  ew p ra  or s in ak tiari sing t is s  ehi    ehi æl ‘ ride ;  

or     or æl  ‘e e row                                                                                                                             

 



1

point 1  is p ra  orp e e as two a o orp s, in t e sense t at - l co es 
a ter words ending in a consonant, w ereas -y l attac es to vowe na  words, as 
s own in t e two o owing sets o  e a p es  

 Suf x - l 
     

       Sg. Pl.   Gloss 

a  zæn   zæn æl  ‘wo an  
 dor   dor æl  ‘gir  

c  or      or æl   ‘ o , son  
d  oz   oz æl  ‘goat  
e  hær   hær æl  ‘donke  

 ær   ær æl  ‘ca

o e e a p es o  words, a ost entire  kins ip ter s, w ic  ave t eir p ra  
or s in -y l, are as o ows  

 Suf x -y l 
        

                       Sg.  Pl.                    Gloss 

a  aqa      aqayæl  ‘paterna  nc e
 æ e      æ iyæl ‘kid, a  

c  e     e yæl ‘ at er  
d  ivi     iviyæl ‘respected  e der  ad  
e  oti      otiyæl ‘ aterna  a nt  

 da    dayæl   ‘ ot er  
g  dal      dal yæl ‘o d wo an  

 de      de yæl ‘sister  
i  dowa       dowayæl  ‘son rot er in aw  
j  e     e yæl ‘ rot er  
k  hal     hal yæl ‘ aterna  nc e  

 homsa     homsayæl ‘neig or  
 eqele      eqeliyæl ‘ o ng o  

n  i i    i iyæl  ‘paterna  a nt  

1  nteresting , t e words and ter s re ated to agric t re do not ave t ese orp e es in t eir 
p ra  t ave a and t e co ective p ra  s   1  e ow  Does it revea  an t ing a o t 
t e socio ing istic istor  o  t is peop e  an it e interpreted as a int t at, in co parison wit  

erding and no adic i e, agric t ra  activities are a ater deve op ent in t eir co nit  r, in 
an opposite ana sis  i  we consider a as t e origina  p ra  or  and y l/ - l a ater adaptation, 
can we conject re t at t ese peop e were in t e eginning sett ers wit  agric t ra  activities and 
t en eca e a i iar wit  erding and pastora  no adis  t ro g  contact wit  neig oring rkis  
tri es and ave adopted so e o  t eir erding ter ino ogies Digar 1 81  

M



o  a om    a omiyæl   ‘peop e, an  
p  tate    tatiyæl    ‘o d an  
q  pia     piayæl    ‘ an
r  or   or æl     ‘ o , son  

 or(i yæl 

e ast e a p e is an e ception  t see s, owever, t at one o  t e two or s 
is o der since ak tiari no ads w ose ang age is ess a ected  standard er
sian, as we  as o d peop e, tend to se ry l 18 ore o ten t an t e ot er or  

s entioned a ove, t ere are severa  adjectives t at, w en sed as no ns, i e  
as eads o  t e s, ave t e sa e p ra  s es

          Sg.                   Pl.                          Gloss.     
 

a   mor e          mor iyæl     ‘t e dead ones   
 live          liviyæl   ‘t e ad, craz  ones

c  lemi          lemiyæl   ‘t e otto  ones  
d  l hi            l hiyæl     ‘t e top ones  
e  eylaq         eylaqiyæl    ‘peop e o  t e co d ands

 ‘al or e 1      al or iyæl    ‘t e ones w o ave een   
      possessed  an  

g  en erei e      en erei iyæl  ‘peop e w o ave een    
      possessed  a en 1 

ere are cases w ere a ter t e addition o  t e p ra  s , we see a p ono og
ica  c ange  not j st in t e na  vowe  t a so in t e root orp e e  

 mi re  mir æl ‘ s and  
8  sæy  sæyæl  ‘dog  

 i   iyæl   ‘goat kid

5.1.3 The collective plural suf x - 223

is p ra  ending w ic  is cognate wit  t e prevai ing ersian p ra  s  
an  is a contin ation o  t e o der genitive p ra  ending  is s  is s a  pro

no nced as  s we see in t e e a p es, words p ra ized in t is anner conve  
t e concept o  co ectiveness
18  so entioned in a an  satrian 1
1  e ark ‘  indicates t at t e o owing s a e is stressed, t as ak tiari words are canoni

ca  stressed on t e na  s a e,  wi  on  indicate t e stress w en it deviates ro  t e de a t r e   
 a de onic eing  

1  a de on, one w o e aves erratica
. sæy  yæl  sæyyæl  sæyæl; i   æl  i æl   iyæl
 is ending is s a  prono nced as  see 4.2.6 .
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1  Suf x -un
          

        Sg.         Pl.      Gloss 

a         end         end n        ‘a gro p o  ens; genie
       lor        lor n        ‘ ak tiaris or Lors in genera

c        hæqdar        hæqdar n        ‘one w o is rig t and j sti ed
d        ahel         ahel n         ‘ ad, ignorant, o ng
e        morq        morq n        ‘ en
f         til         til n        ‘c icken
g        send         send n         ‘s eep
h        ers         ers n        ‘ ear
i         or          or n        ‘wo

        ši r         šir n        ‘ ion
       æs          æs n         ‘ orse

l         pel         pel n        ‘ o ng o
m       qater         qater n       ‘ e
n        mi š         miš n        ‘ewe  

Moreover, t e tri e na es are genera  p ra ized sing t is ending  

11  Tribe names
           

      Sg. Pl.                     Gloss

a   ava i       ava n ‘ e ers o  avadi tri e  
  Mon ezi        Mon ez n ‘ e ers o  Monjezi tri e

c   ei        ei n  ‘ e ers o  ei  tri e
d   osa        osa n ‘ e ers o  osak tri e
e   Zærasvænd   Zærasvæn n  ‘ e ers o  arasvand tri e  

t  

 Hæm le       Hæm liyæl  ‘ e ers o  a e tri e  
g  Gændeli        Gændeliyæl ‘ e ers o  ande i tri e  

 M zærm ni  M zærm niyæl ‘ e ers o  M zar ni tri e  

M



 

5.2 DEFINITENESS 
n nin ected no n can always e generic, inde nite or de nite speci c  t 

depends on w at is intended  t e speaker

1  æn om  men e ærmen=e 
     w eat in-EZ tres ing gro nd=COP.3SG

     ‘T e w eat is on t e t res ing gro nd

1  1  i      re t          si    mændes     t :  i=ne      re t men e sini 
     tea  po r PST.3SG    or    engineer             tea=OM       po r PST.3SG in EZ      tra  
     ‘ e  po red tea or t e  engineer             ‘ e  po red t e tea in t e tra

1  ar     si  qæle w=e
 rain       or crop    good= COP.3SG

 ‘ ain is good or t e  crops

ere are, owever, severa  wa s  eans o  w ic  a no n can e ade de
nite or inde nite in ak tiari, as o ows

5.2.1. De nite suf x - e 
is s  co es a ter a no n and ike a de nite artic e adds t e q a it  o  

de niteness to its preceding no n  t is, owever, co para e to s  -e/-  in 
spoken ersian, w ic  according to Ma ootian 1 1 , ‘optiona  attac es to 
an  sing ar proper or co on  s ject, direct o ject, indirect o ject and ot er 
cases to indicate de niteness  

1  pia e       ænde          aq=e
an DEF           ow c          at=COP.3SG  

‘ ow at t e g  is

1  etav (e e=ne ænde estei i  
ook E224 DEF=OM ow c  PST 2SG

‘ ow c  did o   t e ook or

1  pil a=ne  e          do ær (e e da i  
one P =OM to gir E DEF give PST 2.SG

‘Did o  give t e one  to t e gir

18  zæn æl (e e ænde ver e zæn en 
wo an P E DEF ow c  c at-DUR- it PRS-3P   
‘ ow c  t e wo en pratt e

 ere and in ot er e a p es t at wi  o ow, we reg ar  see t e occ rrence o  an epent etic 
vowe  e  etween two consonants  is additiona  vowe  as een p t etween parent eses eca se 
it is optiona  and o  wo d q ite o ten ear t e sa e tterance wit o t t is  



D  

5.2.2 De nite suf x -e 
is de nite arker can easi  e istaken or t e inde nite arker or an 

za e  is speci c stressed de nite s  on  arks a no n in an adjectiva  
co po nd  

1  do ær ze hæmæ æp tær e ši   erd 
da g ter   ro  a           ig COMPR-DEF  s and       DO.PST.3SG 
‘ e iggest da g ter o  a , arried

e sa e tterance can e said sing a direct o ject arker added to t e sa e 
de nite no n

 do ær     ze    hæmæ     æp tær e=ne         da(   e ši                                                                                                                                               
      da g ter    ro    a      ig-COMPR-DEF=OM   give PST 3SG  to  s and   
 ‘ e gave, t e iggest da g ter o  a , to arr

1  šæv dinda i e di om=es 
nig t   ne t-ATTR DEF see PST-1SG=BP.3SG 
‘ e ne t nig t,  saw i er  it

 æwr e=ne  e in i  
c o d DEF=OM DUR see PRS 2SG 
‘Do o  see t e c o d  

5.2.3 De nite suf x -

 agree wit  Moradi  8  t at, as a r e, w en t e de onstrative adjec
tives 1  co e e ore a no n, t at no n wi  receive a na  , w ic  can e con
sidered as a de nite arker  e entions t ese e a p es to s pport is point

           1. i or o ‘t is o
  do ær o ‘t at gir
 hæm qælæm o ‘t is one pen    
 hæm ær o ‘t at one disp te

 s entioned a ove , t ere are an  regiona  varieties o  ak tiari t at, i  considered as 
we , can co p icate t e ing istic ana sis  ere, to e a e to give a co erent description o  t e 
ang age,  on  oc s on t e a e version o  ak tiari to w ic   ee  ost a nit  n t e a e 

variet  t e e pressions in  wo d e ike: ‘i or e e , etc  Moradi s e a p es, owever, are a so 
ver  req ent, t ere ore, t e  are disc ssed ere, as we



5.2.4 Inde nite suf x -i 
is partic e o ows a no n and arks it as inde nite, as in e ow e a p e 

w ic  is one ine ro  a pop ar ak tiari song

 sowar i     ze      dir      i y a ø                      ordi=s           e     dinda
rider INDF    ro     ar DUR-E-co e PRS-3SG       corps=BP.3SG      to       e ind
‘  orse an is co ing ro  a ar, is troops, at t e ack

5.2.5 Inde nite article y
y , ‘one  and a so a n era  is sed as t e inde nite artic e t at co es e ore no n

 yæ        pia  æp  ‘veyd=e         e         mal
one a      an  ig  co e PST=is          to        ca p  o se
‘  ig an as co e to t e ca p o se

5.2.6 Combination of both inde nite article and 
particle y   -i

 e t ird wa  o  arking inde niteness is to add t e nstressed s  i rig t 
a ter t e sa e word w ic  is a read  a q a i ed inde nite no n  eans o  a 
preceding y  ‘one, a

 yæ pia h i  va a=s           evey ø 
one a    an E-INDF wit =BP.3SG     co e PST-3SG

‘  an ca e wit  i er  

5.3 EZAFE CONSTRUCTION
 
e za e, an ra ic oan word itera  eaning ‘addition; attac ed , is a ver  

prod ctive wa  o  odi ing a no n in an  ranian ang ages, inc ding ak
tiari  ere is e tensive iterat re 8 on t e s ject, t ere ore, it is not speci c to 
t e ang age o  o r concern and t e interested reader is re erred to t e so rces 
cited in t e ootnotes or a ore detai ed disc ssion on t e s ject  ere so e 

ain nctions o  t e za e are isted to s ow ow t is gra atica  arker works 
in t e conte t o  ak tiari  s a genera  r e, t e za e inks a odi er to a ead 
no n  is odi er can e an adjective or a no n or a particip e, in w ic  case t e 
q a it  o  t e ead no n wi  e e pressed t ro g  t is re ation

 1  ær e      æp       æyom e     æ ni          r ze ar e    o æšt æ
    stone-EZ       ig ti e-EZ      o t                    da s-EZ    pass PST.3SG-PTCP

    ‘a ig stone    ‘ o t  it da s o   o t   ‘t e da s gone 

 ak tiari, Maso d  a  a  song in Ma  Kan n  
 ars ater 1   as entioned t e sa e process in o t ern ati ang ages and t inks t at 

t is -i is apparent  a orrowing o  t e ersian ya-e vahdat”
8  a iian 8 ; Ma ootian 1  1   and Lazard 1  1 , a ong ot ers

 



Modi cation  a proper no n signi es t e concept o  possession

8  1  or e   qoli   šær e    ævaz 
     son-EZ   o i      cit EZ     v z
     ‘ o i s son        ‘ e cit  o  waz  

 no n odi er can a so indicate t e origin or t e ateria  o  t e ead no n

 1  æn om e  eilaq            p st e  oz
    w eat-EZ  co d region   skin-EZ      goat
   ‘ e w eat o  t e co d region   ‘ oat s skin

e za e can a so ink a preposition o  no ina  origin to its adj nct no n

 1  zi r e    oh n      sær e oh
    nder EZ   tent                  ead EZ o ntain
    ‘ nder t e ack tent              ‘on t e o ntain

so, an a ternative wa  to e press possession wit  t e enc itic s es is  
t e se o  t e za e constr ction and a  prono n  e possessor can e an  

, inc ding a persona  prono n or re e ive prono n  eit er possessor nor pos
sessed is ot erwise orp o ogica  arked Ma ootian 1 1  

1  1  etav e mo  etav e  o=m   
    ook-EZ          e         ook-EZ  se =BP.1SG   
    ‘M  ook          ‘M  own ook  

e za e partic e drops w en t e ead no n ends in a vowe  

 1  tela da=m  . horma          zest  
     go d   ot er=BP.1SG         dates  K zestan 
     ‘  ot er s go d         ‘t e dates o  K zestan  

n certain co po nd no ns, an inversion in t e order o  t e no n and adjective 
akes t e se o  za e nnecessar  n s c  cases, t e w o e  can act as a s

stantive, capa e o  taking t e ro e o  t e predicate o  a sentence

 
1. ma a                tile zæn                        širin æw    
   e a e cow           s a wo an            sweet water  
   ‘ e a e cow            ‘a tin o ng wo an            ‘ res  water   

 



 

 ma a i=e        si o=s  
 female cow INDF=COP.3SG       for self=BP.3SG

‘ e is a niq e it or erse  strong wo an

5.4 DEFINITE OBJECT MARKER e/ (n e
 
en a de nite no n is t e direct o ject o  a ver , it is o owed  t e enc itic 

= e  en t e de nite o ject no n ends in a vowe  t e a o orp  = e is sed, 
ot erwise =e appears   

 eraq=e   r  erd ø
a p=OM             ind    do PST-3SG

‘ e  t rned o  t e a p

 a=ne  e in i  
cow=OM  DUR see PRS 2SG 
‘Do o  see t e cow
 

s is s own e ow, t e o ject arker appears a ter t e p ra  orp e e or an  
ot er odi ing s

 dærf a=ne   šošt ø
dis P =OM  was PST-3SG

‘ e  was ed as was ed t e dis es

8  eqele e=ne     i y æšn om
ad DEF=OM    DUR-E recognize PRS-1SG

‘  know t is ad  

 do ær  ze  hæmæ  æp tær e=ne  da( ø        e          ši 
da g ter   ro     a   ig COMPR-DEF=OM    give PST.3SG  to         s and 
‘ e gave, t e iggest da g ter o  a , to arr  

en t e o ject is a co po nd or a conjoined no n p rase, consisting o  two 
or ore no ns, t e o ject arker appears on  once, a ter t e na  one

 a n w i ne  or ø
p ace read ATTR-OM take PST-3SG

‘ e took t e read container 

1  etav=o  qælæm=o  dæftær=ene   lešt ø      e  el=o   dævni  ø   ræh ø
ook CONJ   pen CONJ  note ook=OM   eave PST-3SG  on eart CONJ r n PST-3SG go PST-3SG 

‘ e p t t e ook, pen and note ook on t e gro nd and ran awa  

 ind r 1 88  , owever, entions -  as t e o ject arker, w ic  see s to e eit er 
eca se is cons tant spoke a di erent dia ect or it is his p onetic interpretation o  w at ot ers 

genera  perceive as t e s  -e



5.5 PREPOSITIONS 
repositions are partic es, words or p rases t at precede a no n and can e 

divided into t ree ajor gro ps  asic, derived and co p e  ac  gro p wi  e 
e p ained in t eir respective sections  

5.5.1 Basic prepositions 
ese constit te a ver  s a  categor  o  prepositions  e  are partic e ike 

words wit  di erent ackgro nds t at co e e ore a no n and e p to conve  
di erent se antic ro es  

 1  e mænzel              ta šæw                i dæs      a das 
    to  o e    nti  nig t        wit o t and          wit  sick e 
    ‘into towards o e    ‘ nti  nig t        ‘wit o t and         ‘wit  a sick e  

e prepositions in t is gro p do not participate in an za e constr ction   ist 
o  t ese wit  t eir re ative eanings  is provided in ta e 1  e ow  

Table 5.1: Basic prepositions
a wit instr enta  nction

va a wit co itative nction
va wit circ stance

i wit o t non avai a i it , de cienc , a sence
e to; in; into; on; wit direction, ocation; anner; instr ent
i ike si i arit

ri on, a ove, over, on top o ocative s periorit ; direction
i or, or t e sake o t e ene active case or p rpose

ta nti  distance ti e and p ace ; t e end 
p rpose

e ro , o , e ong, ade o  origin

ow, t e a ove prepositions are e p ained separate , acco panied  e a p es 
to portra  t e  prag atica  

ak tiari e presses instr enta it   t e se o  a  

 ak tiari s ares an  o  t ese prepositions wit  ersian  eir e act eaning, owever, are 
not a wa s t e sa e



8

 zei ø      sær=es=e            a  ærd  eš æn ø 
it.PST 3SG        ead=BP.3SG=OM  wit        stone         reak.PST-3SG 

‘ e  it and roke is er ead wit  a stone  

o e press t e co itative nction t e co po nd or  va a is s a  sed  

 va a  æ i yæl  ræ n                e  oh 
wit    kid P   go PST-3P  to  o ntains 
‘ e  went to t e o ntains wit  t e kids

o e press t e se antic nction o  circ stance, t e preposition va is sed  

 pia e  va  sevi l a        deraz=es owra=im  r ø. 
an-DEF    wit   stac e-P     ong=BP.3SG         ear= BP.1SG  do PST 3SG 

‘ e g  ade e scared wit  is ong stac ios

e preposition i ‘wit o t  e presses t e ack o  a q a it  or t e a sence o  
an entit  or action

 i don  ham o o  nešæst ø 
wit o t     so nd  EMP - DIST p ace       sit PST.3SG 
‘ e sat rig t t ere wit o t sa ing  a word

 æza e   i  tom=e
ood-DEF           wit o t       taste= COP.3SG

‘ e ood is taste ess

8  i  odafezi  vel er ø,       ræh ø
wit o t          arewe    ree do PST-3SG   go PST-3SG

‘ e e t wit o t sa ing good e

 eiz er ø i        m ši       ræh ø 
angr     do PST 3SG            wit o t    car go PST-3SG 
‘ e  eca e angr  and e t wit o t t e car

 eiz        r ø          i       æ i yæl  ræh ø 
angr   do PST 3SG         wit o t kid-P        go PST 3SG 
‘ e  eca e angr  and e t wit o t t e kids

e ain se o  e ‘to; in; into  is to indicate ‘ otion toward  or t e dative  

1  æ i yæl e  p y  ræh en         e      mærese 
kid-P -DEF  a      go.PST-3P            to         sc oo  
‘  t e kids went to sc oo

not er sage o  e is to indicate ‘ eing in a ocation  

 



 ima     heni e        eylaq=im 
we  sti   in           aq= COP.1P  
‘ e are sti  in aq

e e a p e e ow s ows anot er speci c eaning o  e in ak tiari, i e ‘cov
ered wit  or ‘into  

 dæst=om  e          hevir=e,               næ tær om  i y a m 
and=BP.1SG  into     do g = COP.3SG         NEG can PRS 1SG   SBJV-E co e PRS 1SG 

‘M  ands are covered wit  do g ,  can t co e

 e ne t e a p e s ows t e se o  e wit  an instr enta  eaning

 e           zei om=es
wit   wood  it PST 1SG=BP.3SG 
‘  it i er it wit  a stick

e preposition e is a so one strateg  or arking t e addressee see a so  
si e ow

 e        da=om o om
to =BP.1SG sa PST 1SG

‘  said to  

i ‘as, ike  in t is ro e s o d not e con sed wit  t e no n i eaning ‘t ing, 
an o ject  see  e ow

 i    pælæn  næhræ     æši ø,      i  ši r  oromni ø 

ik   pant er  e   p PST 3SG     ik      ion          roar PST 3SG 
‘ e  e ed ike a pant er and roared ike a ion      

a an,   satrian 1

i ‘ or, or t e sake o  is a asic preposition to e press t e ene active or t e 
p rpose o  an action

 ai si=t  rast  er om
tea      or=BP.2SG  prig t do PST 1SG  
‘  ade prepared  tea or o

is sa e preposition, owever, can join anot er no n to ake a co po nd prep
osition i del wit  t e sa e eaning and t en e aves ore ike a no n see e ow

s t e preposition e a ove, i is a so anot er strateg  or arking t e  
addres see

8  i y aw           ta      o=m            si=t     o om
SBJV-co e. PRS SG      nti      se =BP.1SG  or=BP.2SG      SBJV-sa .PRS 1SG

‘ o e, so  te  o , se  



ta ‘ nti , in its pri ar  ro e, conve s t e te pora  and spatia  distance

 ta        sohv        va       e nišin im
ti   dawn  s o d  SBJV-sit.PRS 1P  
‘ e s o d sta  p ti  dawn  

 ron om=es               ræh om           ta          el erd
drive PST 1SG=BP.3SG  go PST 1S  ti   e gerd 
‘  drove it o  to  ti  e gerd  

n its secondar  ro e, owever, it can indicate t e p rpose or t e res t o  an 
action, as s own a ove in 

n its ost asic nction, e ‘ ro , o , e ong, ade o  indicates origin o  
ocation, ti e or so rce 1  t is a so sed in co parative and s per ative con

str ctions 1 , or to denote t e ateria  t at t ings are ade o   

1  ze  i o  ta          e         šæ(h r 
ro         PROG p ace  ti   to     cit  

‘ ro  ere to t e cit

 ze       hala ta  pesin 
ro   now  ti   a ternoon 

‘ ro  now ti  a ternoon

 (yo   ze     i=n e  
PROG         ro     w o=E-COP.3SG 

‘ is  e ongs to w o  

 yo  ze  tela=h e 
PROG        ro    go d=E-COP.3SG 

‘ is is ade o  go d

e can a so appear in co po nd preposition or s, so eti es wit  a c ange in 
its vowe  see 8 1 e ow  

e preposition t at is sed wit  s per ative adjectives is e ‘ ro , o , e ong  

 æf tær     ze    hæmæe 
ig COMPR   ro      a  

‘t e iggest

 



1

5.5.2 Derived prepositions
esides t e a ove prepositions, t ere are a n er prepositions t at a so nc

tion as no ns and adjectives  e ost req ent ones are

ri ‘on, a ove, over, on top o  can a so e considered to ave an origina  no i
na  nction, and it sti  does, eaning ‘ ace , ‘s r ace  and ‘top ; t it can e ave 
as a preposition

 æle  ræh ø  ri  oh  
erd go PST 3SG  over on top o   o ntain 

‘ e erd went over on t e top o  t e o nt

 æw  e riz  ri=s
water   SBJV po r.PRS 2SG  on=BP.3SG

‘ o r water on it  

t see s t at t e c ange o  t is word s ro e ro  a no n to a preposition is d e to 
ersian in ence, since o der ak tiaris se r ead; top  ore o ten  s an e

a p e, t e a ove sentence  i  ttered  an e der  ak tiari, wo d e ike 8

8  æw  o o(n   sær e=s
water   SBJV-do. PRS 2SG  ead EZ=BP.3SG

‘ o r do  water on it

r, r h ,  ‘on, a ove, over, on top o , t e  a  indicate ocative s periorit

 æle e    ræh ø       ono          roh   zærde  
erd  DEF    go PST 3SG        DIST         on top o       arde 

‘ e erd went over t ere, on t e top o  t e o nt arde

e  can e sed toget er or e p asis and eac  carr ing t e za e arker 
separate  

 elæws a=ne        sær e         no e         oh  i om. 
wi d ce er -P =OM     top-EZ         peak-EZ  o nt  pick PST 1SG 
‘  ave picked p t e wi d ce er  ro  t e t e ver  top o  t e o ntain

me 1 ‘in, inside  t o g  it does not e ist toda  as a separate no n, we 
co d ass e t at et o ogica  it a  ave een a no n  n t e present state o  
t e ang age, t e on  word t at  co d nd aving t is orp e e in its str ct re 
is me a ‘in t e idd e  and its variant me a in ak tiari and ort ern Lori 
wit  t e sa e eaning

1  is is o  t e words t at disting is es t e dia ect o  Mo ri tri e ro  ot er ak tiaris, as it is 
prono nced wit  t e ront ig  and ong vowe  m .

 Like  Midd e ersian may  ‘ idd e, a ong, etween  Mackenzie 1 1  and Modern er
sian miy .



1  æng      væst ø  men e           mal 
g t     a PST 3SG    in-EZ            ca p site 

‘  g t roke in t e ca p site

 men=es  e=ne
in=BP.3SG  w at=COP.3SG

‘ at s in it

daxel ‘in, into, at, inside  is an ra ic oan word, eaning t e sa e as me  
ot  words indicate interior ocation, i e  ‘wit in, inside

 oz æl    da el e    aš=en 
goat-P   in-EZ        pen=are 
‘ oats are in t e pen

e on  di erence is t at da el can a so e sed adver ia , as i strated in 

 pæ  i y aw     da el       næ va st       ir n
t en  SBJV-co e. PRS SG    inside,      NEG-PRV-stand PRS.2SG o tside 
‘ o e inside, t en  Don t wait o tside

al, el, p h li, tey ‘ne t to, eside, , t e  a  indicate ocative atera it  

 eter233i ne  e n e             al e tæš 
kett e=OM        SBJV p t PRS-2SG  eside-EZ      re 
‘ t t e kett e  t e re

 i y æw           pæli    o=m e nešin  
SBJV E-co e PRS  eside  se =BP.1SG  SBJV sit 2SG 
‘ o e and sit ne t to se

i r ‘ nder  s ows ocative in eriorit

 zi r e       a owsi =e 
nder-EZ          edding  s eep.PST=COP.3SG 

‘ e is s eeping nder t e edding
 

el  ‘in ront o , a ead o , conve s ocative anteriorit , w en attac ed to an 
za e arker, an epent etic v intervenes  

8  elæw v e  ima 
in ront-E-EZ  s 
‘in ront o  s

 t is orrowed ro  ng is  ettle o ag ari, 1

 



ehe  ‘near, c ose , s ows ocative c oseness

 nehen e   æle 
near-EZ        erd 
‘near t e erd

p št, q  ‘ ack, e ind  indicate ocative posteriorit

8  vori s  pošt e        oh n      vænd=e  
rope       e ind-EZ  tent  t row PST=COP.3SG  
‘ e rope is t rown e ind t e ack tent

q l , piš  ‘ e ore  wi  indicate t e te pora  and spatia  distance

81  qæl e šæš   o o     i om
e ore-EZ    si   DIST     e PST-1SG

‘  was t ere, e ore si

8  qæl e  mo      va sta e           i
e ore-EZ     e  PRV-stand PST-PTCP  e PST.3SG

‘ e was standing e ind e

8  yo       piš  nešæst e        i,           ho     qæl =es
t is ront  sit PST-PTC      e PST.3SG    t at         ack=BP.3SG

‘ e was sitting in ront, t at one at is er  ack

di da and ð ot  ea  ‘a ter, ne t  

8  i y æw        dinda  mo 
SBJV E co e.PRS  a ter  e 
‘ o e a ter e

8  ævæl  dærf a ne  e š r,  æ   lævas a( ne  
 rst  dish-PL-OM  SBJV-wash.PRS  next  cloth-PL(-OM) 

‘ irst was  t e dis es and ne t t e c ot es

5.5.3 Compound prepositions

o po nd prepositions ere re er to prepositiona  p rases t at consist o  a 
no n, an adver  or an adjective, so eti es joined toget er  an za e and ac
co panied  a asic preposition  e asic preposition s a  precedes t e co
po nd, t in t e case o  e it s a  o ows it  e ost req ent o  t ese p rases 
are isted e ow

i del ‘ or, or t e sake o ; in w ic  del eans ‘ eart , t t e w o e co po nd 
indicates t e ene active case or p rpose  o pare t e two sentences e ow or 



t e sage o  a asic and a co po nd preposition wit  a ost t e sa e eaning

8  1  yo=ne       da ø         si        o=m 
    t is=OM       give  PST Ø     or      se =BP.1SG

   ‘ e  gave t is or se

 erevest om  si  del=e  to
        cr .PST-1SGS  or  eart-EZ  o  
       ‘  ave cried or t e sake o  o

n t e o owing e a p e t e co po nd preposition dir e s ows t e distance

8  dir     ze    æle 
 ar      ro    erd

‘ ar ro  t e erd  

e  eir e/ eir a ‘e cept or ; t ese co po nds indicate t e o ission o  
certain e ers o  a gro p  ote t e p ono ogica  c ange o  t e na  vowe  in ze  

e se o  t e rst preposition is optiona  and it is c oser to ersian, t i  sed, it 
wi  not ave an e p atic or an  ot er se antic ro e

88  heš e(s   næ tær e            z r=es,        eir za  o=m 
none w o NEG can.PRS 3SG  power=BP.3SG     e cept ro      se =BP.1SG 
‘ o one can ove it, e cept or e

ir  e ‘o t o , a no n p s preposition co ination t at e presses t e oca
tive e teriorit  

8  ir n     ze  mal  
o t     o   ca ping site 
‘o t o  t e ca ping site  

piš e ‘ e ore it e ore ro ; w ic  is a co ination o  a no n and t e prep
osition e 

 piš ze  mo zei ø         e    dær 
e ore ro   e  it.PST 3SG        to          door

‘ e  went o t in ront o  e

e preposition ð ‘a ter  e a p e 8  a ove  as a so a co po nd or   
ð e ‘a ter ro wit  its s orter ani estation e ‘a ter

1  æze  nahar  i y a( h e  
a ter       nc    DUR-E-co e.PRS(-3SG

‘ e  co es a ter t e nc

 



o eti es, ore t an one preposition can co ine in an za e constr ction

 ze  pošt e           sær     hæpær     æwor ø  si=s
ro   e ind EZ             ead attack    ring.PRS-3SG  or=BP.3SG

‘ e  attacked i er ro  e ind

5.6 PRONOMINAL WORDS 
 

rono ina s in ak tiari e ong to a c osed c ass and t eir sing ar and p ra  
or s are separate e ica  ite s  e  can occ r as s ject, o ject and co p e ent 

and can take t e o ject arker = e see  rono ina s canonica  occ r 
e ore t e ver  n addition, t e  cannot e odi ed and do not take t e de nite 
arker - e see 1  

5.6.1 Personal Pronouns
ak tiari persona  prono ns can e rt er categorized as eit er ree indepen

dent  or o nd orp e es enc itics  ot  t ese categories ave two sets o  sin
g ar and p ra  or s in t ree persons, w ic  wi  e separate  descri ed e ow

5.6.1.1 Free personal pronouns
ree prono ns are sed in a  persons and n ers as s jects, o jects, indirect 

o jects, parts o  co parative constr ctions, etc  ak tiari is, owever, a pro drop 
ang age and s a  o its t e s ject prono n o  a  persons and n ers  er

sona  prono ns can e divided ased on person and n er  

Table 5.2: Personal Pronouns 
‘ , o , e, , ‘ e, o , i ,
 1s         mo 
 s         to 
 s         ho 
 1p        ima 
 p        isa 
 p        hon /honon/hono/ono 

s can e seen ro  t e ta e, in t e t ird person sing ar, ak tiari distin
g is es no gender or ani ate  inani ate di erences  e t ird person sing ar and 
p ra  prono ns are t e sa e as t e dista  de onstrative prono ns  e ow  t 
s o d e a so noted t at t e t ird p ra  prono n  is ore req ent  sed or 
o jects t an or peop e  ote t at t e second person p ra  prono n on  indicates 
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t e p ra it  o  t e second person and is not sed to conve  respect or an  socio
ing istic register  a p es in  s ows t e rst sing ar prono n in s ject and 

o ject position  

 1  (mo  si v a=ne   ær om           da=m   mo=ne       šošt ø
           app e-P =OM      eat PST-1SG                 ot er=BP.1SG   e=OM   was PST 3SG

      ‘  ate t e app es     ‘M  ot er was ed e

o e ore e a p es ro  ot er prono ns in di erent ro es  

 1  e  hon    hæm   da en                   honon=e     da en
     to   t e       a so     give PST-3P       t e  =OM        give PST-3P  
     ‘ e  gave t e , too       ‘Did t e  give t e

            ze     ima  estei ø                        isa   e   men=e    ho  did in
       ro    s         PST-3SG                    o   w at  in=OM  i er  see.PST-2SG

       ‘ e  o g t  took it  t e  ro  s   ‘ at did o  see in er i it

s s own in  prepositions can precede t e persona  prono ns and assign 
di erent se antic ro es to t e

5.6.1.2 Bound personal pronouns (enclitics) 
n addition to t e ver a  set o  M s ee 1 e ow , ak tiari a so ses    

a second set o  Ms, t e possessive o iq e enc itics, w ic  are i strated in 
ta e  

Table 5.3: Pronominal enclitics
‘ , e; o r, o ; is, i , etc

            a ter  a ter 

 1s      =om =m 
 s      =et =t 
 s      =es =s/=š¹ 
 1p     =em  =m
 p     =et  = t  
 p     =es   =s   =š

1 e pron nciation o   is t e ersianized version o  t ese prono ns  

en enc itic prono ns are attac ed to a consonant na  word, a connective 
vowe  a  precede t e  is connective vowe  is genera  -e-, save e ore -m 

 t can a so e interpreted as  ‘ ave t e  een given so et ing  t at t ing
 M stands or erson gree ent Markers w ic  are a set o  si  agree ent s es t at attac  

to a ver  to indicate person and n er ee 1 e ow

 



o  t e rst person sing ar, w ere -e- is req ent  rep aced  - -  ese enc itics 
ave severa  nctions and a  indicate

ossession,  rep acing t e ree prono n 1 1  in a genitive constr ction

 

pil=om   pil=m
one =BP.1SG  one =BP.1P

‘  one   ‘o r one
 
pil=et                            pil=t

one =BP.2SG  one =BP.2P

‘ o r one   ‘ o r one
 
pil=es                           pil=s

one =BP.3SG                 one =BP.3P

‘ is er one                  ‘t eir one

Direct o jects,  enc iticizing to a ver

 

or =om                      or =(e m
take PST.3SG=BP.1SG  take PST.3SG=E-BP.1P  
‘ e took e   ‘ e took s  

or =e t                       or =(e t
take PST.3SG=E-BP.2SG take PST.3SG=E-BP.2P  
‘ e took o    ‘ e took o  

or =e s                      or =(e s
take PST.3SG=E-BP.3SG  take PST.3SG=E-BP.3P

‘ e took er i it   ‘ e took t e  

ese enc itics, w en attac ed to a conj gated ver , s c  as t e rst person sin
g ar in t e e a p e e ow, s o d not e istaken or t e ver  endings, eca se 
in t is case , , t e two sets o  endings t e in ectiona  s  –om and t e 
enc itic persona  prono n =o  are identica  

 1  zei =es          zei om=es               zei =om e 
    it PST=BP.3SG              it PST 1SG=BP.3SG           it PST=BP.1SG-3SG 
    ‘ e  it it              ‘  it it            ‘ e  as it e

 e ot er possi i it  to conve  t e sa e eaning is to se t e ree prono ns in an 
za e constr ction s c  as        

 pil=e mo ‘  one
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n addition to t is, t ere is anot er, rarer str ct re in t e ang age w ere  t ree 
arg ents can attac  to t e ver  e ver s t at can nction in t is str ct re are, to 

 know edge, on  two, t e protot pica  ver s t at encode ecipient and ddress
ee, i e , daðe  ‘to give  and ðe  ‘to sa , to te , respective , as i strated e ow  

8  1  da om=et=es             næ da om=et=es  
    give PST-1SG =BP.2SG =BP.3SG     NEG-give PST-1SG =BP.2SG=BP.3SG 
   ‘  gave it to o       ‘Didn t  give it to o

ere t e second person sing ar enc itic =et is t e indirect o ject o  t e dit
ransitive ver  dað, w i e t e direct o ject is represented  t ird person sing ar 
enc itic =e

 1  o om=et=es             næ o om=et=es  
    sa PST-1SG =BP.2SG =BP.3SG    NEG-sa PST-1SG =BP.2SG=BP.3SG 
   ‘  to d o  t at     ‘Didn t  te  o  t at

5.6.1.3 Full and Short forms of nominal pronouns 
rono ns in perip era  nctions appear eit er as  or s o  prono ns or as 

prono ina  enc itics attac ed to t e prepositions  

e prepositions in t e e a p es e ow are e, ze and si w ic  ean ‘to , 
‘ ro  and ‘ or  respective ; a t o g  ot er prepositions s c  as men‘in and a/
va ‘wit  can a so e sed in t isconte t  

Table 5.4: Full and Short forms of nominal pronouns
  ree        c itic
‘to e, 
 1s   e mo                  e=m 
 s   e to                    e=t 
 s   e ho                   e=s
 1p   e ima                e=m  
 p   e isa                 e=t
 p   e hon             e=s  

1  pil  e=s   da ø 
one         to=BP.3P      give PST-3SG 

‘ e  gave one  to t e

rono ns in perip era  nctions appear eit er as  or s o  prono ns or as 
prono ina  enc itics attac ed to t e prepositions  8

 e ec iar str ct res 1  e ow  are o  co rse e ceptions to t is r e
8  e ec iar str ct res 1  e ow  are o  co rse e ceptions to t is r e

 



Table 5.5: ‘from’+ pronoun

 ree         c itic
‘ ro  e, 

 1s   ze mo                  ze=m 
 s   ze to                    ze=t 
 s    ze ho                  ze=s
 1p   ze ima                ze=m  
 p   ze isa                  ze=t
 p   ze hon              ze=s  

1 1  ze=s         pors  næ er om
ro =BP.3SG       inq ir  NEG- do PST -1SG

‘  didn t ask er i

Table 5.6: ‘for’+ pronoun

    ree         c itic
‘ or e, 

 1s   si mo                     si=m 
 s   si to                       si=t 
 s   si ho                      si=s
 1p  si ima                     si=m  
 p  si isa                      si=t
 p  si hon                  si s  

1  1. si=m   e    estei i             yæ    i       estei   om     si=t
    or=BP.1SG  w at  PST -2SG      a   t ing  good  PST-1SG    or=BP.2SG 
   ‘w at did o   or e        ‘  o g t o  so et ing nice

5.6.2 Re exive pronouns 
n ak tiari on  one re e ive prono n  is sed in a  persons and n ers  

t nctions in ot  re e ive and e p atic senses  enera , re e ive prono ns 
are o owed  an enc itic prono n 1 1 8 , w ic  indicates t e person re erred 
to  s t e direct o ject o  a ver , owever, t e re e ive can stand wit o t t ese 
enc itics t a  ost t e direct o ject arker enc itic 1
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Table 5.7: Re exive with pronominal enclitics 
‘ se , o rse , 

 1s       o=m 
 s       o=t 
 s       o=s 
 1p      o=m  
 p      o=t  
 p      o=s  

 as direct o ject, in t e re e ive sense  

1  ho o=ne          ošt ø 
s e      se =OM           ki PST-3SG 
‘ e ki ed er i se

1  to         seil        ( o o            etæw o=ne zæn e
o     ook  SBJV-)do.PRS.2SG    ow se =OM     it PRS-3SG

‘ st ook; ow e  is  eats i se  erse

e direct o ject arker, = e, w en it co es a ter t e re e ive prono n p s 
t e persona  enc itics, wi  appear in a s ort enc itic or  =e

1  (mo     o=m=e            ošt om
  se =BP.1SG=OM ki PST-1SG 

‘  ki ed se  ried or o rned deep

1  (to   o=t=e zei i  
o        se =BP.2SG=OM   it.PST-2SG 

‘Did o  it o rse

1  hon   o=s n=e    i ar      er en 
t e          se =BP.3P =OM      ide            do  PST-3P  
‘ e  id t e se ves

1 8  zæn æl          o=s           ræh en 
wo an  P            se =BP.3P           go PST-3P

‘ e wo en, t e se ves, went  ave gone  o od  took t e  or acco panied 
t e  

 

 is tterance s a  is sed in t e conte t o  a nera  and act a  eans t at so e od  as 
cried a ot or s owed a ver  dra atic wa  o  o rning ike scratc ing t e ace, screa ing and p
ing o t er or is air o t o  pain and sorrow

  working or cr ing e cessive

 



1

a p e o   in t e e p atic sense

1  to        o=t                yo=ne             o i 
o   se =BP.2SG  t is=OM               sa PST-2SG 

‘ o , o rse , said t is

not er wa  o  e pressing e p asis is to add t e enc itic partic e  hæm 
to t e a read  in ected re e ive prono n  

11  mo        o=m=hæm   qæleve         e=s  o om 
     se =BP.1SG= too      ver            to=BP.3SG         sa PST-1SG 
‘  se  to d i er, too

is enc itic partic e can e sed in a s ort or  w ic  t en wi  e enc iticized 
to t e re e ive prono n  

111  mo  o=m=æm     qæleve         e=s           o om 
          se =BP.1SG=too         ver            to=BP.3SG        sa PST-1SG 
 ‘  se  to d i er, too
 

o p t ore e p asis on t e doer o  an action, a red p ication o  t e re e ive 
prono n can e sed  

11  a tiar     o=s  o=s=e  æ æ t      er ø 241 
a tiar        se =BP.3SG  se =BP.3SG=OM  n ort nate      do  PST-3SG 

‘ a tiar i se  ade i  n ort nate

11  ze           n r hæti  o=m            o=m=e  ær om 
ro          stress  se =BP.1SG      se =BP.1SG=OM     eat PST-1SG 

‘  was iting se  o t o  stress  

ere is sti  anot er wa  o  e p asis, and t at is to se t e words t  ‘ od or 
š  ‘person  c aracter  inked to t e re e ive prono n ,  an za e

11  estion: i  o ø        Answer: hæm i         tæn e   o=t  
    w o  sa PST-3SG                 EMP -DIST    od -EZ       se =BP.2SG

      ‘ o said t at  ‘ o , o rse  it  t is ver  od  o   o rse

11  mo      o=m,           šæs  e        o=m     i y a m                a=t
   se =BP.1SG         person-EZ    se =BP.1SG     IND-E-co e PRS-1SG   wit =BP.2SG

‘  se ,  own person, wi  co e wit  o

1  is is a sa ing re erring to t e ate o  ap r ak tiar, t e ast pri e inister nder a  
Mo a ad eza a avi, j st e ore t e 1  s a ic revo tion  ak tiaris, to t is da , t ink t at 
e s o d not ave accepted t is post at t at critica  ti e and t is c oice ed i  to e i e in rance 

and is ata  assassination in 1 1  e  respect i  and ee  ver  sorr  or is destin
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5.6.3 Inde nite pronouns
 ere are two sets o  inde nite prono ns; t ose t at can stand independent  

in a sentence and t e ones t at need to attac  to ot er words  e independent 
inde nite prono ns are

11  1  hi       ‘not ing  
    hi             næ o en 
     not ing       NEG sa PST-3P

    ‘ e  didn t sa  an t ing  Lit ot ing t e  said

 p y   ‘a
   p y     æhr est en 
   a      eat PASS-PST-3P

  ‘  ave een  were eaten

 h m /e           ‘a  
hæme                 ræh en 
a      go PST-3P  
‘ ver one e t  

 i        ‘so et ing  
i              ær en=o              ræh en

so et ing     eat PST-3P = AND  go PST-3P  
‘ e  ate so et ing and went

e ot er gro p eit er attac  to q estion words i ‘w o  or i ‘w at  or si p  
to anot er word, s c  as  ‘person , š  ‘person , m  ‘ti e , a ‘p ace ; 
e a p es are

11  1  h r- i           ‘w oever  
hær i                 o ø,    si            o=s       o ø
ever w o sa PST-3SG,          or          se =BP.3SG    sa PST-3SG

‘ oever said t at, said it or i se  ‘ t doesn t co nt as va id

 h r- i           ‘w atever  
hær i                  del=es      e o ø,   e l            o o ø
ever t ing w at     eart=BP.3SG   DUR-want PRS-3SG, SBJV. ET.PRS    SBJV.SAY.PRS-3SG

‘ atever is  er eart wants s e wants , et i er sa  it

 h r-         ‘ever one
hær æs                 ne              hem i    ar=e       e on e
ever person NEG  SBJV.BE.PRS.3SG    t s PROX       work=OM      DUR-do.PRS-2SG

‘ giving t e sit ation  ver od  wi  do t e sa e t ing

 



 - i 
ono i           e           ti  næ di o   i ø

t s t ing to e e NEG see PST-1SG  e PST-3SG

‘(I) ad not seen a t ing ike t is wit   e es

5.6.4 Reciprocal pronouns 
ak tiari as one reciproca  prono n, ye idi r ‘eac  ot er , w ic  is sed or 

a  persons  t consists o  two parts, ye i ‘one  and di r ‘ot er  t nctions as o
ject wit  an anap oric re erence to t e s ject  is prono n takes a direct o ject 

arker or preposition depending on t eir s ntactic or se antic ro e in t e sentence

118  do ær=o         eqele  ye i diær=e    d s dar en 
gir and  o   eac INDF ot er=OM      ove       ave PRS 3P  
‘ e gir  and t e o  ove eac  ot er

is prono n as a s orter or , y , w ic  s a  co es a ter t e preposi
tions, a, va a  ‘wit  or e ‘ ro , as s own e ow

11  do ær=o       eqele      va a         yæ        ræh en 
gir and               o    wit    eac  ot er          go PST 3P  
‘ e gir  and t e o  went wit  eac  ot er

1  do ær=o  eqele  ze        yæ   ræ  n i n 
gir and  o   ro   eac  ot er    awa  NEG-DUR- eco e SBJV 3P  
‘ e gir  and t e o  don t go awa  ro  eac  ot er

5.6.5 Demonstrative pronouns
ak tiari asica  as two de onstrative prono ns y  ‘t is , to speci  an o

ject near to t e speaker, and h  ‘t at , to re er to a distant o ject  ese prono ns 
ave p ra  and e p atic or s w ic  are s arized in t e ta e e ow

Table 5.8: Demonstrative pronouns
Near ‘t is ‘t is ver  t ing                Far ‘t at ‘t at ver  t ing

Singular yo/ i                                                         ho/ o
Emphatic hæm (i yo                                                     hæm ho

Near ‘t ese ‘t ese ver  t ings             Far ‘t ose ‘t ose ver  t ings
Plural yon /yono/yonon                                    hon /honon/on /ono 
Emphatic hæmin /hæmino(n                                    hæmonon/hæmon  

 or an e act nction o  t ese prepositions see 1

M L D



1 1   yo      ze  i n=e
     PROX   ro  w o E=COP.3SG

      ‘ ose is t is
 

1   yono=ne i        ævor ø
     PROX.P =OM w o ring PST-3SG

     ‘ o as ro g t t ese
 

1   ho     e   eif=e
      DIST    w at  nice=COP.3SG

      ‘ ow nice is t at

1   honon           e n=en  
      DIST.P   w at E=COP.3P  
     ‘ at are t ose

s as een s own in ta e 1, t ese or s can a so e sed as t ird person 
persona  prono n  ere is anot er or  o  de onstrative prono ns in ak tiari  

is co po nd or  consists o  an e p atic enc itic partic e h m p s t e sing
ar or p ra  or  o  t e de onstrative prono ns

1  hæm yo     ze       i n=e  
EMP -PROX     ro       w o E=COP.2SG

‘ ose is t is t ing

1  mo       ze  hæm onon        e o m
 ro  EMP -DIST.P       DUR want.PRS 1SG

‘  want so e o  e act  t ose t ings

t s o d e noted t at t e sing ar or  o  de onstrative prono ns and t eir 
e p atic eq iva ents are a so sed as de onstrative adjectives

1  hæm i     do ær    ze      hæme     ištær  e     dær =om       e or e
EMP -PROX      gir          ro         a           ore        to     pain=BP.1SG   DUR eat PRS-2SG

‘ is gir  is e ping e ore t an a  t e ot ers
 

5.6.6 Interrogative pronouns and other uestion words
o c ange a sentence into a q estion or  in ak tiari, t ere is a set o  inter

rogative prono ns and severa  ot er q estion words, as disc ssed in t e o owing 
sections

 



5.6.6.1 i ‘who/whom’
e interrogative prono n i is a  prono n in t e sense t at it can rep ace 

t e s ject or o ject o  a state ent and stand a one in an interrogative sentence

1 8  i dærf a=ne šošt ø
w o     dis P =OM was PST-3SG

‘ o was ed t e dis es?’

1  pil a=ne  e  i             da i
one P =OM to  w o         give PST 2SG

‘ o w o  did o  give one

5.6.6.2 e ‘w at
e asica  e aves ike i, i e  it can rep ace ot  t e s ject and t e o ject o  

a state ent, in w ic ever position t at t e  can occ r

1  

1  e      men e    qalome y=e    men e  qalome   e n=e
    w at    in EZ    pot E= COP.3SG      in EZ     pot w at E= COP.3SG
   ‘ at is in t e pot       ‘ at is in t e pot

1 1  

1  e    ævor i          si=m      si=m       e      ævor i
   w at ring PST 2SG       or= BP.1SG       or=BP.1SG  w at   ring PST 2SG

  ‘ at did o  ring or e         ‘ at did o  ring or e

5.6.6.3 i- e ‘w , or w at  
i- e is act a  a co po nd word consisting o  t e preposition i ‘ or  and t e 

q estion word e ‘w at

1  

1  pæ  to      si e      ræh i      si e    ræh i        to     pæ
t en o     or w at   go PST 2SG      or w at  go PST 2SG  o   t en
‘ en w  did o  go         ‘ en w  did o  go
 

 si e       to        ræh i      pæ
    or w at    o       go PST 2SG  t en
    ‘ en w  did o  go
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5.6.6.4 ei ‘w en  
ei is a te pora  adver ia , i e  is sed to ask a o t t e ti e o  an event

1  ei æn        er en
w en     g t      do PST 3P

‘ en did t e  g t
 5.6.6.5 et  ‘ ow  

et  is an interrogative anner adver , i e  it asks ow an action appened 
or was per or ed

1  

1  da=s            etæw    evei( ø   etæw    i ø        da=s
     ot er=BP.3SG   ow co e PST 3SG        ow      e PST 3SG   ot er=BP.3SG

    ‘ ow did is er o  co e             ‘ ow was is er o ot er

 5.6.6.6 ye, e/  and  ‘where’
 ye ‘w ere  is an interrogative ocative adver , t e,wit  e act  t e sa e 

eaning, is t e Mo ri and a adi tri es version o  t e sa e word. o pared wit  
ye, e is a step c oser to ersian a. e reason to ention it ere is t at 

it is one o  t e ew words in ak tiari t at contain a ong  t is a so one o  t e 
c aracteristic words t at disting is  e ers o  t ese tri es ro  ot er a t Lang 
speakers  ince t ese two tri es are ver  active in trading, t is word is o ten eard 
in t e cities and vi ages w ic  are t e ain arket p aces o  t e ak tiaris and is 

se  to know

1  
1  oye    ræh e         i i                 ræh e        i i          oye
   w ere   go PST-PTCP    e.PST-2SG                  go PST-PTCP    e.PST-2SG  ERE
 ‘ ere did o  go                     ‘ ere did o  go

, on t e ot er and, see s to e t e asic word to ask a o t ocation, and it 
is on  sed wit  t e cop a

1  pæ  o n=e      pia= e
t en w ere E= COP.3SG          an=DEF

‘ ere is t e an  

t s o d e noted t at t is  ‘w ere  s o d not e con sed wit   ‘w ic , 
disc ssed in t e ne t section  

 



5.6.6.7 / -ye i ‘w ic , w ic  one  
1  o ye i=s n=e      e o y243

w ic one-INDF=BP.3P =OM     DUR-want PRS 2SG

‘ ic  one o  t e  do o  want
5.6.6.8 d / de ‘ ow c  
1 8  ænde  pil   dar i

ow c          one  ave PRS 2SG

‘ ow c  one  do o  ave
 

1  æn ta   or  dar i
ow NC 244      o son  ave PRS 2SG

‘ ow an  sons do o  ave ’

5.7 MODIFIERS
 5.7.1 Adjectives

o disting is  a categor  o  adjectives can at ti es e pro e atic  e reason 
is, as a ne 1  p ts it;  t ere is no se antica  de na e c ass o  con
cepts t at niversa  a s into a categor  t at we want to ca  adjectives; rat er 
adjectives stand ‘ etween  no ns and ver s, e ica izing properties or c aracteris
tics t at are indeter inate or varia e in ter s o  ti e sta i it  a ne, 1   

ak tiari, owever, does ave e ica  ite s t at e press t e properties o  age, di
ension, va e, co o r, s ape, speed and an ee ings or p sica  c aracteristics, 

i e  t e properties t at a orp os ntactica  distinct c ass o  adjectives s o d e 
a e to conve  e a p es 1 8 1 8 e ow  evert e ess, t ere are so e ot er con
cepts t at can on  e e pressed  constr ctions w ic  ring t e adjectives c oser 
to no ns or ver s ee  e ow  ak tiari adjectives e ong to an open c ass  

n t is section, rst t e p ain attri tive adjectives and t eir orp os ntactic 
e avio r are descri ed  e degrees o  co parison wi  o ow 1  

5.7.1.1 Attributive adjectives

ttri tive adjectives co e a ter t e ead no n and are inked to it in an za e 
constr ction 1  1 8  

 e o i  e o y
 era  c assi er, see 1, e a p e 1  e ow
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8

1  1  oz e   pir           age
     goat EZ o d
      n o d goat

 do ær e      olond=o æp              di ension  
    gir EZ ta =and              ig 
    ‘ e ta  and ig  grown p gir

 del e            v=o  hærf e liš        va e
    eart EZ  good E and        ta k-EZ ad
    ‘  nice eart and ad word s

 hær e             æz                co or
    donke EZ  w itis gra
    ‘  w itis gra  donke

 si vil e        nit.nit i                            p sica  c aracteristics
    stac e EZ  sparse ATTR

   ‘sparse stac e

 sær e         er =o        ti a           pe         s ape
     ead-EZ        ro nd=and     e e-E-P        protr ding
     ‘ro nd ead and protr ding e es

 or e       tæn æl                        an propensit
    o EZ        az
    ‘  az  o  

8  æsp e          ti z                speed
    orse EZ         ast
   ‘  swi t o rse  

en t e preceding no n ends in a vowe  t e za e arker drops  

1 1  dal    pir 
o dwo an         o d
‘ n o dwo an

ere are, owever, rare cases in w ic  t e adjective precedes t e no n  

1    hærf i  zei i 
good  word INDF it.PST-2SG

‘ at was a good t ing t at o  said

 e ot er word c ass t at precedes a no n is t e de onstrative adjective

 



1   i         zemin a
PROX and P

‘t ese ands

1  hæm i  pia e 
EMP -PROX an t e
‘t is ver  an

nde nite adjectives, traditiona , re er to inde nites ike h r, hi , and h m , 
preceding a no n or a prono n

1  
1  h r ‘ever  hær r  wo hær šæw ‘ever  da  and ever  nig t  

 hi  ‘no, none  hi  æv r-i ne i ‘t ere was no news
 h m /e ‘a           hæme fer e om i evei e i ‘  sorts o  peop e 
ave co e

djectives in ak tiari do not take n er arking  

1  
1.do ær e           dor æl e  
   gir EZ good   gir P -EZ  good
   ‘a good gir    ‘good gir s

 

anti ers can on  precede t e no n or t e adjective t at t e  odi , s c  as 
qelili ‘ ew  and eile ‘ver  in t e e a p e e ow

1  yæ    qelil i     ze       dor æl o     eile porr  va i en e
one    ew INDF   ro    gir P -DEF       ver      r de eco e.PST-3P =COP.PRS.3SG 
‘ o e o  t ese gir s, ave eco e ver  i p dent  

rt er ore, t e adjectives can e odi ed  adver s

1 8  eile  æp 
ver         ig 
‘ver  ig  

o p ra ize a no n p s adjective co po nd, on  t e ast constit ent o  t e 
co po nd receives t e p ra  s  

1  
1  ma a yæl=e          foroh ø  . dor oš el a     e vei en 
   e a e cow P =OM        se .PST-3SG      gir ea ti P    DUR-co e.PST-3P  
   ‘ e so d t e e a e cows       ‘ e ea ti  gir s ca e  
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nteresting , in za e constr ctions, t e za e arker drops and t e w o e 
co po nd acts as a sing e nit

1  šir e  særd e o ø
i k EZ        co d           DUR-want.PRS-3SG

‘ e wants co d i k

1 1  šir særd e=ne   ær ø 
i k co d DEF=OM  eat.PST-3SG 

‘ e ate  drank t e co d i k  

e ot er c aracteristic o  ak tiari adjectives is t at t e  can appear as t e 
rst e e ent in a co po nd ver  

1  sohr va i en 
red PVB e PST INF 
‘to c ange co o r  to s  

n ike ersian, in ak tiari s per ative adjectives, too, co e a ter t e no n, as 
wi  e disc ssed in t e section 1  e ow  

n practice, t ere is no specia  ordering or t e seq ence o  adjectives; t e pri
orit  depends on t e intended se antic e p asis o  t e speaker

1  1  yæ   eqele    deraz e     laqær e      liš i       va a=s  e vei ø
      a      o   ong EZ      skinn -EZ   g INDF  wit =BP.3SG   DUR co e.PST-3SG

    ‘ n g  ank  o  as co e a ong wit  i

 yæ     do ær e   oš el=o   espi =o     ten =o ren     estei ø 
     a   gir EZ      prett -CONJ       w ite CONJ    t-CONJ-q ick    .PST-3SG

    ‘ e  arried a ea ti , air, t and active gir

n 1 1 , t e seq ence o  adjectives q a i  eac  ot er, w i e in 1  t e  
are coordinated to q a i  t e sa e no n

5.7.1.2 Comparative and superlative 
djectives can occ r in co parative or s  e s  -t r is e p o ed or 

co parison, e g

 Dona d ti o p c  ese are two di erent constr ctions  er aps t ere are two constr ctions 
in ak tiari ike a si  one wit  an za e inking orp e e and one wit o t, t at is, si p  j
taposed  ere are an  entra  atea  Dia ects in t e s a an area t at ave no za e  t co d 
even e t at t e a tiari za e ike a si  is orrowed ro  ersian and is not native to ak tiari

 



1

1  1. æp/f tær 
   ig COMPR 
  ‘ igger

. do ær e       æp/f tær 
    gir EZ   ig COMPR 
    ‘ igger da g ter gir

e preposition e ‘ ro  is sed to ink t e two o jects o  co parison

1  æd æ tær         ze           o m,                  o m=om
ad ort ne COMPR      ro        se -BP.1SG,  se -BP.1SG=COP.1SG

‘ e person ess ort nate t an e is e

or e pressing t e s per ative, t e co parative s  is sed in a from all + 
ADJ COMPR constr ction, as s own e ow  

1  1  ze     hæmæ    æf tær    or       æf tær      ze     hæmæ 
   ro      a     ig COMPR      ig COMPR    ro          a  
  ‘t e iggest o  a      ‘t e iggest o  a    

 do ær     ze    hæmæ      æp tær e  da( ø            e  ši 
    da g ter   ro     a      ig COMPR-DEF  give.PST-3SG        to         s and
    ‘ e gave, t e da g ter, t e iggest o  a , to arr

is constr ction can a so e o owed  a prono n and prono ina  s

1  do ær  ze  hæmæ  æp tær om=e     da om      e     ši 
da g ter    ro       a   ig COMPR-BP.1SG=OM    give.PST-1SG   to    s and
‘  gave  e dest da g ter in arriage

1 8  do ær  ze  hæmæ  æp tær e      mo    ræh ø       e      ši
da g ter    ro      a   ig COMPR-DEF  e    go.PST-3SG      to   s and 
‘M  e dest da g ter got arried

5.7.2 NUMERALS 
era s a so s a  precede t e no n t e  odi  and s ow t e n er o  

t e no n in cardina  and ordina  sage  e ordina  n ers in t is ro e, owever, 
a  a so appear in an za e constr ction and o owing t e no n  

1  1  ar or                        mar e   hæft sær
   o r o         snake EZ      seven ead
  ‘ o r o s          ‘  seven eaded snake a kind o  egendar  creat re

n t e e a p e e ow, note t e interesting di erence in se antics, in t e sense 
t at t e preposed ordina  se ects and t e postponed one, odi es t e no n
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1  
1  šiš om i       or=es  . or e  šiš om=es
    si ORD ATTR  son=BP.3SG son-EZ  si ORD =BP.3SG 
    ‘t e si t  son o  is   ‘ is si t  son

5.7.2.1 Cardinal numbers

a e  provides a ist o  t e cardina  n ers

Table 5.9: Cardinal numbers
 = serf 11= y zæ  = is=o do  = divist

1 = yæ 1 = d wa:zæ  = si  = si sæd

 = do 1  = sinz(d æ 1 = si=vo yæ  = ar sæd

 = se 1  = ardæ  = el  = p n sæd

 = ar 1  = p nzæ 1 = el=o yæ  = šiš sæd

 = pæn 1  = š nz(d æ  = pæn a(h  = hæp sæd

 = šæš 1  = hæ dæ  = šæs(t 1  = hæzar

 = hæft 18 = hæ dæ  = hæf/pta 1 1 = hæzar=o 
yæ

8 = hæšt 1  = n nzæ 8  = hæšda 1  = sæ (h
ezar

 = no  = is(t  = nævæ 1  = (yæ
mæly

1  = dæ 1 = is yæ 1  = sæd  = do 
mæly

o po nd n era s are or ed  a seq ence o  n ers, sing t e en
c itic conj nction = v  ‘and  

1 1  1  el=o yæ     ‘ ort one     .hæzar=o si sæ =o hæpta =o šæš ‘1376   
  si=vo yæ  246 ‘t irt  one    pæn ah=o šæš ‘ t  si  

o eti es, especia  d ring q ick co nting, t e enc itic conj nction can 
e dropped

1  1  is yæ  ‘twent  one                el pæn  ‘ ort  ve  

ardina  n ers precede t e odi ed no n, w ic  is s a  in its sin
g ar or

. si yo yæ / do/ se  can e eard as a ersian e ect

 



1  hæf(t   šæv=o     hæf     r         tošmal       e       ar  i ø 
seven nig t-CONJ     seven    da         os a         to       work  e.PST-3SG 
‘ os a  was s  p a ing  or seven da s and nig ts

en t e co nted no n is de nite, it can p ra ized

1  hær  do  ta            a yæl e=s n e          foroh ø
eac   two  C ASS  cow-P -DEF=BP.3P -OM  se PST-3SG

‘ e  so d ot  t eir cows

otice t e se o  h r as a odi er  deter iner e ore t e co po nd and 
a so t e enc itic se o  t e persona  prono n =  a ter it  a p e 1  a so 
s ows t at t e w o e n era  p s no n , ere acts as a direct o ject o  
t e sentence

ardina  n ers, a so seen in 1 , are s a  acco panied  a no i
na  c assi er, t e ost co on o  w ic  are d e ‘grain  or t e n era  ‘one  
and  ta ‘piece  or n era s a ove ‘one  ote t at d e on  re ers to t ings 
w i e ta is a generic ter  re erring to a  ani ate and inani ate no ns 

1  yæ       d e erd ,  do          ta         si v
one  grain wa n t   two L    app e 
‘ ne wa n t, two app es

1  do         ta  tošmal  ævor en  i ø 
two  L   os a     ring PST-3P   e.PST-3SG 
‘ e  ave ro g t two tea s o  os a s or t e cere on

t er c assi ers inc de  d e ‘grain  or t ings; t  ‘ od , r ‘per
son  and r ‘ ead  or peop e  e generic ter  or a  ani ate and inani ate 
o jects is ta ‘piece

 seq ence o  n ers is sed to e press t e concept o  appro i ation  

1  hæf        hæš  dæh  r         diyær  iya ø 
seven      eig t  ten   da   ot er  co e. PRS-3SG 
‘ e  wi  co e so e seven to ten da s ater

5.7.2.2 Ordinal numbers

rdina  n ers are ade  addition o  t e s  - m to t e cardina  n
ers  e rst ordina  n er, v l ‘ rst , is taken ro  ra ic, as we  as a er 

 os a  re ers ot  to t e traditiona  oca  sicians and t eir instr ents w ic  
consists o  a dr  d h l and a wind pipe a ; and p a ing seven da s and nig ts is t e 

ti ate anner o  estivities  
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‘ ast  en t e n er ends in a vowe , t e epent esis o  /v/ or /y/ takes p ace

1 8  1  do v om or  do y om ‘the second       
  se v om or  se y om ‘t e t ird  

n co po nds, t is s  is attac ed to t e ast word

1  1  si y=o šiš om         ‘the thirty sixth      
  divist=o šæst=o hæft om   t e two ndred and si t sevent

rdina s o ow a no n and p a  t e ro e o  an adjective

1  ær  do v om i  si        mo 
ca   two E-ORD-ATTR  or  e 
‘ e second ca  is or e

e  can a so enter into an za e constr ction

1 1  yo  ar e  ævæl=es=e 
t is       ti e EZ      rst=BP3SG=COP.3SG 
‘ is is er is rst ti e

5.8 DIVERSE NUMERICAL EXPRESSIONS
ere are so e words and e pressions to denote so e ractions o  n ers  

e req ent se o  t ese ter s in ever da  i e and t eir signi cance in t e i e
st e o  t e pastora erd reeding no ads j sti  t e o owing ist  

 Table 5.10: Diverse numerical expressions
1 (yæ  æz ‘t e nit o  engt  eq a  to a ost 1  c , g rative  it eans 

‘a ot
(yæ  mæn ‘t e nit o  weig t eq a  to  ki os, g rative  it eans ‘ver  

c
elest ‘t e nit o  engt  eq a  to t e widt  o  and ro  t e tip o  t e 

t  to t e tip o  t e itt e nger eing wide open a ost  c  
ar æn st ‘t e nit o  engt  eq a  to t e widt  o  o r ngers e d toget er  

aræ ‘a q arter  
do/se ištær ‘twice, trip e  
d ne ‘grain

8 feng/ n e/
n (e

 ‘ver  itt e a o nt, as ig as t e tip o  t e nger

olo ‘a piece; a ig piece
1 olop ‘g p, sip; ite

 



11 ot ‘so e, a ew  

1 nesf/nim ‘ a
1 nim æz ‘ a  a ‘ æz
1 orš  ‘one tent  
1 pæn yæ ‘one t , a ter  sed in t e arvesting contracts  
1 pendela e ‘ver  ew, tin  
1 pert/ perte e ‘a piece, a itt e it
18 perze ‘one itt e piece, a itt e
1 por ‘ver  c , , an

qæleve ‘ver  c
1 qelil ‘sort, t pe, kind; ver  itt e

tælape ‘ a and , as ig as t e pa  o  t e and  
tolom ‘a ew, a gro p o  s eep
yæ to  ‘one drop, ver  itt e  

zor e ‘ , a ndant
/qæl ‘piece
eile ‘ver

 

ese are no ns t at a  co e a ter t e cardina  n ers

1  ze  ošali  do       æz  evei ø      sær=om
ro   appiness  two  az  co e PST-3SG  on=BP.1SG 

‘  grew ta er o t o  appiness  it  ro  appiness  eters ca e on e

 n erative can odi  a no n wit o t t e za e arker

1  do      æz  par e  estei ø
two  az  a ric  .PST-3SG

‘ e o g t two az  eters  o  a ric

e q anti ers can e acco panied  inde nite arkers

1  yæ  æl         ze=s            =om   e e
a  piece     ro =BP.3SG  to= BP.1SG  SBJV-give.PRS-2SG

‘ ive e a tin  piece o  it

1  yæ        qelil i     ze  i      mardom a  qæleve    æ   fe l=en 
a sort INDF     ro   PROX  peop e-P      ver  c       ad   anner=COP.3P  
‘ o e o  t ese peop e are ver  is e aved
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5.9 ADVERBS
dver  is considered ere as a word t at odi es a ver , an adjective, a p rase, 

a deter iner or even anot er adver  o e o  t e adver s t at are sed in ak tiari 
are ra ic oans s c  as, v l  ‘ rst  or l  ‘open  n act, ost o  
t e adver s in ak tiari t at correspond to adver s in ot er ang ages are asica  
eit er no ns s c  as š  ‘nig t , or adjectives s c  as ta  ‘ res , new; rig t now  
or a co ination o   ot , ike  o eti es t e  are connected  a preposition, 
e g  t - e- rd ‘ it  s ns ine to e ow  eaning ‘s nset ti e  e  can a so 

e co ined wit  a particip e, as in mš - ð št  ‘ it  t is nig t  t e past one  
eaning ‘ ast nig t , and t e  can i d an za e constr ction wit  or wit o t t e 
za e arker,  e -e hr ‘ idd e o  t e da  ee 1 8 e ow

ere are, owever, so e speci c operations or deriving adver s, s c  as t e 
addition o  t e s  -   to a present ste , t - -  s ns ine it PRS-SUF-
FIX  ‘ear  orning , and t e red p ication o  certain adjectives and no ns wit  a 
preposition ike ta or an epent etic vowe  -a- in etween, l-a- l ‘in a crooked 
wa ,  p r-ta-p r ‘   dver s ade  red p ication are genera  descri
ing t e intensit  o  an action ee  e ow  ere are a so so e words t at act 
ike a pre  to ake co po nd adver s o  ti e, s c  as p ri or p rir ‘two nits 

o  ti e  ago  as in p ri-š  ‘two nig ts ago ; or pi š ‘ago, e ore  as in pi š-p rir 
‘t ree da s ago  1  and p  ‘ ater  as in p -t ri ‘t e da  a ter to orrow

n t e o owing sections, t e adver s are categorized according to t eir ean
ing into adver s o  ti e, anner, direction or ocation and evidentia  or episte ic 
adver s  a ne, 1  

5.9.1 Adverbs of time
Most o  t e words sed as adver s o  ti e, are asica  no ns and e ave ike 

a no n  e  can take t e p ra  s , t e za e arker and t e  can e acco
panied  a preposition or  de onstratives, as s own in t e e a p es e ow

1  ze    sovein m e     zi    ta   hæm i    dæm     dašt im   n     e poh im                     
             ro    orning EZ     ear    ti   EMP -PROX  in te-ADV ave PST-1P  read  DUR-cook.PST-1P

‘ ro  ear  orning ti  j st now, we were aking read

1  sohv a   vo    pesin     a yæl e      ær e     sær e          æw
orning P   and   evening P     cow P -OM      take.PRS-3SG       ead-EZ       water

‘ e takes cows to t e spring  river in t e ornings and in t e evenings

5.9.1.1  Some expressions related to parts of the day

1 8  1  vei m/ vei - i ‘ear  orning , vei / h  ‘ orn
ing ti e , hm/ hv/ v h ‘ orning, to orrow , hv-pe -
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i / hv pe i  ‘to orrow evening , v-t ri  ‘t e da  a ter , 
p -t ri v h ‘t ree da s ater , e ešt-  ‘ear  orn
ing , p h- v h ‘two da s ater , tari - hv ‘dawn , t -

 = tile- hv ‘s n rise ti e , ta  ‘rig t now
       ha t ‘ id da , aro nd 1  o c ock , hr ‘noon ,  e -e hr   

 ‘ idd e o  t e da , r  ‘da
 / t - e- rd/ t - eši / t - d r  ‘s n set ti e  
 -e š  ‘t e eginning o  t e nig t , š  ‘nig t , p i  

‘evening , p i  ‘t e evening ti e , d m-tari i ‘t e egining 
o  t e nig t

5.9.1.2 Some expressions related to the calendar

1  tari  ‘date , m-r  ‘toda , m-š  ‘tonig t , mš - ð št  
‘ ast nig t , p ri-š  ‘two nig ts ago , d š ‘ esterda , d š-pe -
i  ‘ esterda  a ternoon , v t/ me al ‘ti e , di r me al ‘ ate , r  
‘ ont , r-e r  ‘t e eginning o  t e ont , m- al ‘t is ear ,  
par/ par al ‘ ast ear , p rir/ p ri r/ p ri-r  ‘two da s ago ; a-
har ‘spring ; t e t  ‘s er ; p hi / p i  ‘a t n , emet  
‘winter , t r -e ahar ‘t e eginning o  spring , p -p rir/ pi š-
p rir ‘t ree da s ago , p -t ri ‘two da s ater , p -t ri v h 
‘t ree da s ater , pi /š- e- ðe ‘ear ier t an e pected , pi š- e-
h  ‘ e ore t at , pi /š- e-y  ‘ e ore t is , š ed 8 ‘ at rda ,  
ye / d / e/ ar/ p  š ed ‘ nda rsda ,  me ‘ rida  

ak tiari no ads se t eir own specia  ter ino og , instead o  t e o cia  
na es o  t e ont s, to re er to di erent parts o  t e ear, s c  as

18  š t- m-e ahar si tiet  da  o  t e new ear a ter verna  eq i
no , w en t e spring igration starts , ele p  ‘ ort  rst da s 
o  winter , ele ire ‘twent  da s a ter t e ig e e , š š-e dal  
‘o d wo an s si  t e rst si  da s o  t e ast ont  e ore or z , 
mah-š hr-i ‘ s and, t e ast ont  o  t e nar ear , el=  p -e 
t e t  ‘ ort  ve da s a ter t e eginning o  s er, t e ottest 
ti e o  t e ear

8  e pron nciation o  t is word wit  a d at t e end was t o g t to e a ak tiari addition to 
its ersian cognate šæn e; t Des ond D rkin Meisterenst in or ed e t at  t e d is j st t e 
nor a  ranian deve op ent ro  t, as in e rew sha at etc  e Manic eans do se t e ristian 
da na es, so t ere are attestations in Manic aean Midd e ersian and part ian, e g  Midd e ersian 
y šm d and qšm t, wit  ear ier t and ater d persona  correspondence
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5.9.2 Adverbs of manner
s entioned a ove , an  adver s o  anner are ade  red p ication 

o  adjectives, no ns or prono ns sing -a- or t e preposition ta as a ink etween 
t e two parts, s c  as

181  l-a- l ‘in a crooked wa , el-a- el ‘sidewa s , -m-a- -m 
‘  se , p št-a-p št ‘on a ackside wa , p r-ta-p r ‘ , to t e 

rink , e d-a e d ‘in a sitting position , ld-a- ld ‘swi t

n aspect o  repetition or e p asis nder ies in t e actions t at t ese adver s 
odi

5.9.3 Adverbs of direction/ location

e ain adver s o  p ace are

18  ala/ r h ‘ p , d h / l m ‘down , i ‘ ere ,  ‘t ere , m a 
e- - a  ‘t e ot er side , da el/ me  ‘inside, in , ir  ‘o tside , 

i al e/  ‘t is side , al e/  ‘t at side

e ast two co po nds consist o  t ree words e i al e/  ‘ it ro PROX

side  and e  al e/  ‘ it ro DIST side  w ic  ave ndergone so e so nd 
c anges pro a  d e to req ent se  

18   mal=s n     ziwale       i ø,      æman        d š        ræ n        zowalæ.  
 camp=BP.3PL   this side       e.PST-3SG,     t        yesterday   go.PST-3PL    that side. 

‘ eir ca p was ocated t is side o  t e river  va e  spring , t esterda  t e  
went to t at side

5.9.4 Evidential/epistemic adverbs

18  hadma  ‘certain , la d ‘pro a , ma m ‘  g ess , šayat/ šat   
 ‘ a e , a  ‘possi

 



5.10 CONJUNCTIONS
e associative conj nction ‘and  in ak tiari is vo and its enc itic or  =o as 

s own in t e o owing e a p es

18  o=m=o          o=t         va a yæ       e r im
se =BP-1SG=CONJ   se =BP-2SG    toget er one      go.PRS 1P

‘Me and o , o rse ves, wi  go toget er

18  mæmnevi  vo  or  evey en
Ma nevi  and  son  co e.PST 3P
‘Ma nevi and son ca e

e o owing co po nds are a so sed as conj nctions  e  are a co ina
tion o  a no n and t e preposition e p s i as t e pro i a  de onstrative adjective 
and t e s ordinating partic e e

qal  e i- e,  piš e i- e or its contracted or   piš i e ‘ e ore it e ore ro

18  piš ze      i          n        o or e            zei ø        e   dær 
e ore ro   PROX RE    read     SBJV eat.PRS 3SG    it.PST 3SG     to       o t 

‘ e  went o t e ore eating ood

e sa e co ination is possi e wit  so e ot er prepositions ike i, t s i 
i- e  i e ‘ or, or t is reason, eca se o  

188  ræhð om  si e  del=om  ast ø
go.PST-1SG         eca se  eart=BP.1SG  want.PST-3SG

‘  went, eca se  wanted to

i i ar , i- e  ‘a ter  is a co po nd consisting o  prepositions ð ‘a
ter  e ‘ ro   i ‘t is  t e re ative prono n  e ‘t at  

18  æzi e  ræ en,  ræ m             æw           æwor om 
a ter t at     go PST 3P   go PST 1SG         water  ring .PST-1SG 
‘ ter t e  ad gone,  went to etc  water




