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CHAPTER FOUR
PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY

4 INTRODUCTION

e p ono og  o  ak tiari is t e on  section o  t e ang age t at as een 
ort nate to receive so e attention  a n er o  ranists and p i o ogists o  

t e twentiet  cent r  Mann 1 , 1 1 ; Lori er, 1 , 1 , 1 , 1 ; 
kovskij 1 ; ind r 1 88  Lori er s is t e ost e tensive disc ssion, t it 
cries o t or revisions and per aps or an pdated presentation

n t e present ana sis, t e p ono og  o  t e a t Lang variet  o  t e ak tiari 
ang age wi  e descri ed in t ree sections  onsonants 1 and owe s , and t en 

in section  t e s a e str ct re o  t e ang age wi  e disc ssed in so e detai

ak tiari speec  so nds are a  prod ced  t e p onic egressive air
strea  e p one ic s ste  o  ak tiari co prises twent t ree consonants, 
not inc ding t e g otta  stop  ee ote, a ter 1 8 e ow  and one se ivowe  
y, seven vowe s and si  dip t ongs  e ajorit  o  seg ents are i strated  
t e  s o s, t in order to avoid vis a  co p e it ,  ave c osen to se , 
 or a ricates and š,  or pa ata  ricatives and na  y or pa ata  appro i ant  

rt er ore, to i strate t e e act nat re o  an a op one o  d,  ave assigned a 
new s o  ð   w ic  does not e ist in t e  c art as s c , t it is a 
co ination o  t e s o  or t e voiced denta  ricative p s t e diacritic sed 
or a ‘ owered  eat re  n t e case o  vowe s,  ave decided to s ow t e ro nded 
ow ack vowe  consistent  as a and its speci c ak tiari a op one as  w ose 

e act a di e eq iva ents in  c art is s own   ese detai s, a ong wit  
so e ot ers, wi  e entioned again nder t eir respective descriptions in t e 
section  or t e sa e vis a  reason,  ave reserved t e s as es // on  or t e 
introd ction o  a p one e and in t e ead entries o  t e e a p es  aving said 
t at, in order not to o sc re p onetic acts co p ete ,  ave o nd it va a e 
to indicate t e speci c ak tiari a op ones ð ,  in  ot erwise p one ic 
transcription

n ana sing t e p ono ogica  s ste  o  ak tiari, a ‘p one e  is considered 
to e a p ono ogica  rea it  ere ore, to e tract p one es, t e distri tion o  
t e seg ents is ana sed and t eir rea ization as ini a  pairs are e a ined  e 

 ere is on  one p onic ingressive interjection w ic  can e descri ed as a veo atera  ric
ative  is so nd is sed in conversation to s ow a r ation and e p asis on t e previo s  said 
state ent and as s c  it is not sed or distinction in e ica  and gra atica  orp e es and L  
as para ing istic e pression  t as a prag atic nction as t e ersian e p atic word valla , ‘  
swear to od
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ajorit  o  words are ased on Maddadi 1 ; so e e a p es ave een added 
and or c ecked  two o   ain cons tants  and se  as native speakers  

ac  p one e wi  e e a ined, idea , in t e initia , edia  and na  position  
e ajor p onetic rea isations o  eac  seg ent wi  a so e disc ssed nder t e 

re evant section

4.1 CONSONANT DESCRIPTION
Table 4.1: Bakhtiari consonants

La ia Denta veo ar a ata e ar v ar otta

osive p t d   q  ( 208

ricative   
ricative f v s z š 
asa n

Liq id r 
ppro i ant

oice ess stops p, t, , q/ are i d  aspirated in s a e initia  position, t e 
aspiration is weaker in pre consonanta  and na  positions  8

4.1.1 /p/ voice ess i a ia  stop is prono nced wit  aspiration  e p ono ogica  
stat s o  t is p one e can e deter ined t ro g  t e o owing ini a  pairs

1  /p/ - / / 

pæl    ‘ raid, p ait  
æl    ‘a s eep wit  ong and wide anging ears

læpæ  ‘t e iron edge o  a p o g
læ æ   ‘a sweet and itter taste  

 /p/ - /m/ 
pel    ‘a o ng o
mel    ‘ air

ælpit   ‘t rning and twisting; a ig and strong knot

 o a rdes iri and ri a eri see  a ove
8  ee 1  e ow   



1  D

ælmit   ‘wi d oar s toot , t sk
ep    ‘a s ort reat
em    ‘t e s e  o  wet, o d  c ot

 /p/ - / /

per    ‘twig
fer    ‘t o g t

tæpæl   ‘s ow ooted
tæfæl   ‘ e rane etween skin and es

æp    ‘ reat ; so
æf    ‘ oa

 /p/ - /t/ 

pælm   ‘paw; a s ap wit  t e pa  
tælm   ‘swa p; d

pærpin   ‘ta is an, essed o  t ings  
pærtin   ‘de or ed o  od  

op    ‘side; a eap  
ot    ‘a ew

4.1.2  / / voiced i a ia  stop, w ic  is prono nced ike ersian and ng is   
in initia  position  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved  
co parison wit  p 1 1  and t ro g  t e o owing ini a  pairs

 v  

æn   ‘ca , cr  
væn   ‘weak and ee e

læ æ   ‘a taste neit er sweet nor itter  
lævæ   ‘ orri e tasting and s e

ince  appears as v or  in s a e coda,  co d not nd a ini a  pair or 
t e a ove p one es in t e na  position  ere are, owever, a ew cases in t e 
ang age t at are eit er oanwords ro  ot er ang ages or ono atopoeic words in 

w ic  t e na   does not c ange to v or ; s c  as  in t e oanword a / in 
e a p e  and in t e ono atopoeic word e e   in e a p e  e ow



1  

 m

 al     ‘s eeve  
mal     ‘a gro p o  severa  no adic ack tents; o se
o d

næ e    ‘to give enco rage ent  
næ me    ‘an angr  e c a ation in response to næ ‘no

e e    ‘ eart eat  
em em    ‘ ing and co p aining

 d  

o     ‘ prig t, not at  
do     ‘disp te, arg ent

ši r æn    ‘ nters  cr  to in or  eac  ot er  
ši r dæn    ‘a decorative co o r  and wit  eads and et

nic oti s or decorating a roo , a tent or a crad e

a     ‘a ter  to tag a socia  division o  a tri e  
ad     ‘wind

4.1.3  /t/ voice ess a veo denta  stop, w ic  is prono nced ike ersian t  e 
p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved  co parison wit  p 

1 1  and t ro g  t e o owing pairs

8  t d

 tæ     ‘a one; a        
 dæ     ‘tre ing

 eten    ‘ p  Move it       
 e den    ‘we  e aved

 æt     ‘d ck         
 æd     ‘ ad

 t

   tal     ‘string, t read        
  al     ‘ ack

   rete     ‘a s ort, ast wa king person      
  re e     ‘st ornness



1

   rot     ‘a wooden nai  ing t e iron edge o  a p o g    
  ro     ‘ prig t; g rative  a ver  q ick, s arp and   
    so eti es r de person

1   /t  

  ta    ‘ a  a pair       
  na     ‘neck, t roat

    ætæ    ‘a e o se; a s ade  

    ænæ    ‘a net to carr  a crop wit  two wooden sticks at   
      eac  end

           
   t     ‘ i  

    n     ‘cow s dder; reast  

4.1.4  /d/ voiced a veo denta  stop is prono nced ike ersian d in intia  posi
tion, and t e stat s o  w ic  can e esta is ed  co parison wit  t 1  and 
t ro g  t e pairs e ow

11  d  

dæ     ‘t rn; ti e  
næ     ‘powder

         
modæt    ‘ e p  
menæt    ‘p tting a person in o r de t  per or ing a   

   avo r

pahid    ‘ rd sing ar past o  pahidæn, ‘to keep,    
   to watc  o t  
pahin    ‘down

1  /d/ / / 

das     ‘sick e  
as     ‘wo d t at   wis

ordæ    ‘taken  
or æ    ‘t e edge o  a i , o ntain or wa  t at is c ose   

   to  a ing down

ænd    ‘rope, string  
æn    ‘cr , ca

 o  know edge, ge ination in ersian and ra ic words does not occ r in ak tiari

  D



1 8

n ak tiari t ere is a q ite req ent a op one o  d w ic  as een descri ed 
adeg i 1 8   as post denta , voiced ricative 1   agree wit  t e p ace o  ar

tic ation, t to e it so nds ore ike a voiced appro i ant 11  is seg ent, 
represented in t e present researc   ð , does not create a se antic distinction 
and s a  occ rs in intervoca ic position or word na  a p es  

1  ræ: en  ‘to go ; šni en  ‘to oi ; rni  ‘ e scratc ed  

s can e seen in t e e a p es, at t e eginning o  t e word t e occ rrence o  
d is preva ent  n addition, t e o nger generations and t e ed cated peop e se 
d  ore t an ð

4.1.5  / / voice ess ve ar p osive w ic  is prono nced ike ersian  o e 
ore precise, it is dorso ve ar, t e artic ation o  w ic  varies according to its 

p onetic environ ent  preceding ront vowe s it eco es ore pa ata ized and 
in ront o  ack vowe s it as a ore dorsa  nat re; in word na  position a ter 
a vowe  e cept i , owever, t e pa ata ization o  t e voice ess stop a  go one 
step art er and s a  c anges to /y/, or e a p e  /š / > /š y/ ‘do t  e 
p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e disting is ed  co parison wit  t 

1  and t ro g  o owing pairs

1  

æl     ‘a o ntain goat  
æl     ‘a erd

tæn i    ‘a arre , a tank
tæn i    ‘ ards ip, povert  

mæ eniden    ‘ eating o  a goat  
mæ eniden    ‘to ig t, to wit er

di     ‘a spind e  
di     ‘a cooking pot

1   

or     ‘a s a  e
or    ‘a o , son  

le e     ‘an o d and c eap piece o  c ot  
1  i s ra  adeg i 1 8   t inks t at its pron nciation is co para e to t e one o     in c assi

ca  ersian
11  Dona d ti o 1  p c  a so t inks t at t is so nd is an appro i ant and not a ricative
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le e     ‘ ig tiness, inappropriateness

li     ‘screa , cr
li     ‘ eg; eig t, ank

4.1.6  / / oiced ve ar stop w ic  is prono nced ike ersian  word initia  
Like , t e pron nciation o   can var  ro  ve ar to pa ata  according to its p o
netic s rro nding  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved  
co parison wit  d 1  and  1

4.1.7 /q/ oice ess v ar p osive, can e seen in words ike qæwr ‘to , 
qæwale ‘a contract  and genera  in ra ic oanwords  n so e cases t ere is 
ncertaint  regarding t e voice aspect o  t is seg ent, w ic   assign to variation 

a ong di erent dia ects  e c ance o  nding ini a  pairs t at can s ow t e 
contrast etween t is p one e wit  ot ers is ver  ow, one o  s c  possi e pairs 
is provided e ow  

1    q  

qæl     ‘ a ; a piece o  so et ing
æl     ‘e race, g  

 

ind r 1 88  entions anot er ‘sporadic  c ange o   > q and q >  
and is e a p es are: r s  q r s ‘rooster , ra ic qæhr  æhr ‘anger   per
sona  ave never eard q r s, t t e ost re evant e a p e t at  can provide 
to prove t is point is  zestan  zest v ‘t e ranian so t western province o  
K zestan  ee 1 8 e ow  

4.1.8  / / oiced v ar p osive w ose stat s can e e a ined  co parison 
wit    and t e o owing pairs

1   

æl     ‘e race, g 
æl     ‘crooked; not straig t  

næ š    ‘co o r  i ages a so  næš  and næšxæ  
næ š    ‘corpse  

o     ‘ rowning, i  te pered
o     ‘rotten egg  

4.1.9  / / o conc de t e section on tops, it is necessar  to disc ss t e ro e of 
t e voice ess g otta  stop  in t is ang age  t is prono nced ike standard ersian 
Hamze  n ak tiari, as in ersian, a ze is prod ced nat ra  e ore an  initia  

  D



vowe  t does not ave t e c aracteristic o  a p one e an ore  ts e ect can e 
o served in co pensator  engt ening in so e words  n non initia  position, and 
especia  in ra ic oanwords, t is p one e is s a  rea ized not as a g otta  
stop, t rat er as a engt ening o  t e preceding or o owing vowe  or e se it is 
rep aced  h as can e seen in t e o owing e a p es

moæ:læm  ‘teac er  r  mo ællem ; mæ:m r  ‘agent  r  mæ m r ; sehi  
‘proper no n, ce e rated  r  sæ id 1

is co pensator  engt ening can a so e o served a ter dropping o  voice
ess g otta  ricative in words s c  as  

lohr  > lo:r  ‘a ver  severe co d ; ohš  > o:š  ‘open  perative ver ; 
oh  > o:  ‘ o ntain

e di erence etween  and h is t at, t e atter can occasiona  s r ace in 
so e words or co po nds, s c  as

ræ: en  ‘to go  > ræhd  ‘ e went ;  o:  > ohyar  ‘proper a e na e

 

4.1.10 / / oice ess a veo pa ata  a ricate, w ic  is prono nced ike ng is  and 
ersian  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved t ro g  
o owing pairs

18  / / / / 

æft     ‘s in one  
æft     ‘t e interna  ark o  a wa n t tree sed or d ing  

    air or woo

se e     ‘rai road crossing  
se e     ‘insistence, st ornness

o    ‘a deep ow  
o     ‘ s ort or  o  o e  w ere     

  
1  /-/š  

i r     ‘a s ort wa  o  n ce ented stones  
ši r     ‘ ion  

æw æ    ‘we  water  
æwšæ    ‘t e  
sær æ    ‘i  te pered

1  ee a so non  1
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sær æš    ‘a goat t at goes a ead o  t e erd  

4.1.11 / / oiced a veo pa ata  a ricate w ic  is prono nced ike ersian  t 
can e identi ed  co parison wit   1 ,  (below in 4.1.16) and t ro g  
o owing pairs

  

æn æl    ‘ orest  
zæn æl/   ‘wo en  

se e     ‘ in t e co po nd  se e æsten  e p asis, in  
    sisting on so et ing  
seze     ‘wear , pset

æ     ‘crocked  
/ æz     ‘t e ne air nder t e e  o  a goat w ic  is   
                sed to ake a specia  kind o  c ot ing ca ed   
    ordin

1  y  

ar     ‘cr , s o t
yar     ‘co panion, e oved

pa om    ‘p nis ent, ps ot
payom    ‘  wi  keep  watc  or 1st s  pres

a     ‘tri te  
y     ‘ ear, de ect  

4.1.12  / / voice ess a iodenta  ricative w ic  is prono nced ike ng is  and 
ersian  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved  co pari

son wit  p 1  and t ro g  o owing pairs

 v  

fer     ‘to ;  p s dden  
ver     ‘ tand p  Move it  i perative

dæfæ    ‘a device ade  eaping co o r  pieces o    
                  c ot  or patc ing t e  to a stick and p tting t e     

  D



                                       springs to attract partridges  
dævæ    ‘a p ot and to e watered

saf     ‘ rig t; c ean; prig t  
sav     ‘ = sahe  t e owner

 /-/           

fend    ‘ anner, a it        
send    ‘age

qofæ    ‘a asket ade  ne twigs or keeping read,   
    etc  
qosæ    ‘sorrow

æf     ‘ otto
æs     ‘ a i ; re atives

4.1.13  /v/ voiced a iodenta  ricative w ic  is prono nced ike ng is  and 
ersian v in t e initia  position  e stat s o  t is p one e can e s own  co

parison wit   1  and  1 11  t is wort  entioning, owever, t at so e 
o  t e v so nds t at e ist in toda s ak tiari are et o ogica  , as entioned 
ear ier 1 1, nder   v , or instance

 eta   etav ‘ ook ; læ   læw ‘ ip , and in co po nd  læ dar  læw
dar ‘ aving ips; dented

ind r 1 88  a so entions so e p ono ogica  c anges t at are t p
ica  ak tiari, i a  intervoca ic *m  w, e g  d m d  d w  ‘son in aw  and 
mad  oweid ‘ca e . is second e a p e as a ore widespread or  in an  

o  t e a t Lang dia ects, viz  eveyð instead o  eid, t ere ore, it see s t at t e 
a ove r e is etter to e rewritten as  intervoca ic *m  w/v. 

4.1.14  / / voice ess a veo ar ricative w ic  is prono nced ike ng is  and er
sian  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved  co parison 
wit   1 11  and t ro g  o owing ini a  pairs

  

sal     ‘ ear  
zal     ‘w ite, res  ce er

æwsar    ‘ oke  
æwzar    ‘too s
æs     ‘ a i , re atives  
æz     ‘t e ne air nder t e e  o  a goat w ic  is   

 



                 sed to ake a specia  kind o  c ot ing 
     ca ed ordin

 š           
         
sever                          ‘patient, digni ed      
šever                          ‘ anging, oose

sti    ‘it see s  
šti    ‘ at and we ed ani a

eis     ‘p oto  
eiš     ‘ n, entertain ent

4.1.15  / / voiced a veo ar ricative w ic  is prono nced ike ng is  and er
sian  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is ed  co pari
son wit   1 1  and t ro g  t e o owing ini a  pairs

 v  

zæn    ‘ e  
væn    ‘ ee e and weak   

zo i    ‘ ea t , co ort and tranq i it  
vo i    ‘a vi age, in a ited p ace

taz     ‘ res  s ort or  o  taze  
tav     ‘end rance, capacit

4.1.16  /š/ voice ess pa eto a veo ar ricative, t e p ono ogica  identit  o  w ic  
can e ac ieved  co parison wit   1  and  1 1  and t ro g  o o
wing pairs

8  š  

a     ‘poor, penni ess  
aš     ‘ s , a traditiona  ranian porridge

4.1.17 / / voiced pa ato a veo ar ricative w ic  is prono nced ike ersian  
e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is ed  co parison wit  

š 1 1  and t ro g  t e ini a  pairs e ow, t since  is a p one e wit  
ow nctiona  oad, not an  contrastive e a p es can e identi ed  

 r  

  D



qo /    ‘s dden adness
/qor     ‘a s a  e  wit  a rrow in t e idd e

 q  

il     ‘ ess  
qil     ‘ver  deep

4.1.18  / / voice ess v ar ricative w ic  is prono nced ike ersian 1  e 
p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is ed  co parison wit   

1 ) and t ro g  t e o owing pairs

1  h  

ar     ‘ i iated; insigni cant  
har     ‘t orn, t ist e

tæ t     ‘ ed  
tæht     ‘a ig, at rock; co orta e, at and even  

o     ‘a itt e cr stacean iving in springs t at ooks 
    ike a s ri p  

oh     ‘a o nt, o ntain, c p, and s a  stone

4.1.19  /h/ oice ess g otta  ricative, t e p ono ogica  identit  o  w ic  can e 
ac ieved  co parison wit  / / 1 1

L  

4.1.20  /m/ voiced i a ia  nasa  w ic  is prono nced ike ng is  and ersian m  
e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is ed  co parison wit  

p 1 1  and  1  and t ro g  o owing pairs

 m  

mil     ‘an iron rod  

1  n ak tiari t ere are so e cases in w ic   and /h/ a ternates, s c  as  orma  horma ‘dates , ær 
 hær ‘donke , on t e one and, and in e a p es ike  heif > eif  ‘pit ; good , hæst > æst ‘pit, core , 

on t e ot er and  is c ange appens even wit  t e proper na e attæmi > hattæmi  ere is a so one 
e a p e ee 1  a ove  w ic   enco ntered d ring  e d work w ere  is c anged to , ost   
peop e w o don t speak ersian  zestan  zest  ‘t e ranian so t western province o  K zestan  

 



nil     ‘ e co o r; a orse wit  a is  w ite co o r  

omar    ‘co p e ; sadness  
onar    ‘t e tree and t e r it o  is p s  

ilim    ‘ki i , a kind o  oor covering  
ilin     ‘skirt, ower part a dress

4.1.21 / / voiced a veo ar nasa  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can 
e ac ieved  co parison wit  t 1 , d 1  and m 1 1  t is wort  
entioning t at  preceding ack consonants wi  ndergo a process o  assi i a

tion to its o owing consonants, as s arized e ow
 n  >  # as in sæn  > sæ  ‘stone  

 n  >   as in sen in  > se in  ‘ eav  

ina   is on  retained a ter ront vowe s  ee  e ow or t e e avio r 
o   word na  a ter ack vowe s

L D

4.1.22  /r/ voiced a veo ar ap, wit  a tri ed a op one, w ic  is prono nced 
ike ersian r  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is ed  

co parison wit  l in o owing pairs

 r l  

re     ‘co n, o ndation  
le     ‘twig, ranc  

deræ    ‘a wooden pen or ani a s
delæ    ‘tre e, a knock  

neher    ‘st pid, not ver  c ever  
nehel     ‘ d, ire  

4.1.23 /l/ oiced a veo ar atera  appro i ant w ic  is prono nced ike 
ersian l  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved  

co parison wit  r 1 1

  D



M L  

4.1.24  /y/ voiced pa ata  appro i ant w ic  is prono nced ike ersian y  e 
p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e ac ieved in co parison wit   1 1
4.1.25 /w/  ad a di c t ti e to decide w et er  s o d inc de  in t e con
sonant ta e as a separate p one e or not   does not occ r in t is variet  o  ak
tiari as an independent p one e   aint a ia  g ide, owever, is genera  rea ized 
at t e end o  t e p one e  as in  ‘ at er  to e paired wit   ‘s e , t 
t e act is t at t e ajor rea ization o  t is seg ent is a ter t e vowe   as wi  e 
disc ssed in ore detai  in  ee a so  and 1 1

4.2 VOWEL DESCRIPTION 
ak tiari as seven vowe s w ic  are as o ows

Table 4.2: Bakhtiari vowels
ront ack

c ose i

o (

c ose id  

open id e (  (

æ

open a

 

ese vowe s wi  e descri ed in t e o owing seven sections and t en in 
section  we wi  oc s on t e ak tiari dip t ongs  (  represent an a
op one o  /a/ as wi  e e p ained in 8  e ow, and it is p t ere in t e c art 
etween rackets not to e con sed as a p one e and j st to i strate its e act 

p ace o  artic ation  t s o d e noted t at in t e e a p es provided e ow, a 
g otta  stop in ront o  ever  ak tiari word eginning wit  a vowe  as een taken 
or granted and as s c  it is not indicated in t e transcription  

4.2.1 /i/ a c ose ront nro nded vowe ; t e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one
e can e esta is ed t ro g  o owing e a inations

 i e

pir    ‘o d, a o  g re  
per    ‘a ig ted piece o  wood sed to take re ro  a rep ace  

   to anot er  

 



vir    ‘ e or
ver    ‘ta k

 i e

tær    ‘wet  
nil    ‘ e, a w ite is  orse
nal    ‘ orses oe  

8  i i  

sir    ‘gar ic  
si r    ‘ , not ngr

šir    ‘ i k  
ši r    ‘ ion

dir    ‘ ar, arawa  
di r    ‘ ate ti e  

 i a  

riz    ‘tin
raz     ‘secret

pi     ‘e pt
pa     ‘c ean  

 /i/ / / 

si    ‘ or  
s    ‘ ig t, g int

nit    ‘ air ock  
n t    ‘a one  note an ng is  oan word ; a straw dis  or   

   keeping pa  dates
1  /i/ / / 

pir      ‘o d  
por      ‘

di(d    ‘s oke  
do     ‘two
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4.2.2 /e/ an open id ront nro nded vowe  w ic  is represented in  c art 
 , t or practica  reasons,  ave decided to represent it  e  e p ono ogi

ca  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is ed  co parison wit  i 1  and 
t ro g  o owing pairs

 e æ

el    ‘on its side  
æl    ‘ o ntain goat  

ole    ‘s ort; tin
olæh   ‘ at  

 /e/ /a/

tel    ‘sto ac , e
tal    ‘rope, t read  
æle    ‘ ead
æla   ‘crow  

 e i  

šer    ‘one o ent, a s ort w i e  
ši r    ‘ ion  

pel    ‘an o  
pi l   ‘strain; an angr  ook  

ser    ‘secret  
si r    ‘ , not ngr

 e

el    ‘side; ne t to  
l    ‘dr , crisp  

ser    ‘ ster
s r    ‘sa t

 e  

el    ‘ d
ol    ‘ ower

te    ‘t e ca  t e sc e o  t e ack o  t e eg
to    ‘a drop

 



4.2.3 / / a near open ront nro nded vowe ; it contrasts wit  i 1 , e  
and t e o owing vowe s

 a

æra   ‘ o d
ara    ‘ ger nd  one w o rings

æl    ‘ ent, crooked  
al    ‘ ea t  ark; o e

qælæ(e   ‘crop; grain and ar e
qæla   ‘crow

8  / /-/ / 

æp    ‘t e pa  o  and  
op    ‘a pi e  

otæl   ‘a o ntaino s pat   o  t rns and ps and downs
otol   ‘a s ort person

olæ   ‘a at; t e specia  p ace or keeping t e po tr  
olo    ‘a grass opper  

4.2.4 / / a c ose ack ro nded vowe  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one
e can e ac ieved  co parison wit  i 1 , e ,   and t ro g  

o owing contrasts

 / / / /

r    ‘ ind  
or    ‘ o , son

l    ‘ ack and s o ders  
ol    ‘s ort, not s arp

ol    ‘a  a a  e a e orse  
olo    ‘a grass opper

 / / /a/ 

s z    ‘ rning; sever sorrow  
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saz    ‘tr pet  
hæv   ‘co wi e, t e re ations ip etween two wives o  a an  
hæva   ‘air  

4.2.5 / / a near c ose near ack ro nded vowe  e  s o  w ic  corres
ponds to t is so nd is  ts rea isation, owever, varies ro   to  ased on its 
p onetic environ ent  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is p one e can e esta is

ed  co parison wit  i 1 , e ,  ,   and e ow  

1  / / /a/ 

dor    ‘a gir ; da g ter
dar    ‘a tree  

do    ‘two
da    ‘ ot er  

4.2.6 / / ack, ro nd, idd e and nasa ized  is vowe  is act a  t e res t o  
t e trans or ation o  eit er    as t e p ra  s  or a +  as part o  t e word  

ere are e a p es o  ot  cases  

 æsp  æsp  n > æsp  ‘ orses

and

 no    ‘new          
n    ‘ read

o    ‘ ar e  
   ‘ i e, spirit

Lori er 1 18  as a so isted t is as a separate vowe ; t ere
ore, regard ess o  its origin or its process o  or ation, we can c ai  

t at t is p one e as a read  e isted in t e ang age or at east a cent
r  t is di c t to nd an entire  satis actor  representation or t is so nd   
t consists o  two e e ents  a nasa azied vowe  res ting ro  t e oss o  t e n

der ing nasa  consonant o owed  a aint a ia  o g ide   ave c osen to 
represent it  a co ination o  a nasa ized  and a i a ia  g ide  t see s t at 
t e o ission o   is assi i ated into t e vowe  and t is weak  is t ere to a p i  
t e ro ndness o  t e vowe  e act a  process, owever, can e represented as t is 
seq ence  a      /  

4.2.7 /a/ an open ack nro nded vowe  e p ono ogica  identit  o  t is 
p one e can e esta is ed  co parison wit  i 1 , e ,  ,  

 and   
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t as an a op one, i e  / / an open id centra  ro nded vowe  w ic  in  
c art is represented as  o  know edge, t is vowe  never appears in onos
a es or in t e ast s a e o  a po s a e

1  z min  ‘ and, gro nd  
om  ‘peop e, an  
l i  ‘t e top ones

m ši(n  ‘a to, ac ine
zi   ‘p a

r i  ‘a passenger
m i   ‘ s

4.2.8 Diphthongs

 ere are severa  co inations in ak tiari w ic  rese e dip t ongs, t t e 
pat  to ana zing t e  as a dip t ong or si p  as a co ination o  a vowe  p s a 
g ide is not a s oot  one  ro  a p onetic point o  view t e contin o s ove ent 
o  t e speec  apparat s ro  one vowe  towards t e ot er, t e vowe s e ow are 
certain  dip t ongs  ro  a p ono ogica  point o  view, owever, a co ination 
o  two vowe s can prod ce a dip t ong on  i  t e two parts act ike one vowe , in 
ot er words, t e second part s o d not e disting is ed ro  t e rst one in s
a e parsing a are 1 8 11 1  e ow, so e o  t ese co inations are isted 

and t e ones t at ave c aracteristics ore si i ar to dip t ongs wi  e presented

 / y/

/oynæ   ‘a irror  
/poy   ‘a , a toget er, co p ete  origina  pa

 y  

æy   ‘i
mæy   ‘e cept or
šæy   ‘do t ra ic oan word šæ  
æyf   ‘good

 ey

ey   ‘t rn, ti e to do so et ing
ley   ‘a kind o  and woven r g  

1  ranian ing ists ave not reac ed a consens s a o t t e e istence o  dip t ongs in so e ranian 
dia ects and ang ages  o e t ink t at t e a ove entioned p onetic or s are si p  a co ina
tion o  two p one es s c  as o , e  or æ w  t ot ers consider t e  as dip t ongs Ma oo
tian, 1  8                                                                                                                                             
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evey en   ‘to co e, t e  ave co e, t e  ca e  
eyr   ‘goodness, appiness, good o en ra ic oan 

   word 
pey    ‘trace, oot print

 / / 

æwla  ‘t e c i dren, t e descendants, a tri a  ranc  ra ic   
   oan word  
/šæwlar  ‘tro sers, t e skirt o  a traditiona  e a e dress
/pæwzar   ‘s oes  
/ æw    ‘s eep  
/næwhæt   ‘a strange and awkward person, not ne, not aving a   
   p easant appearance  

elæws   ‘wi d ce er

8  / /

/owsi    ‘ ster  
ow     ‘dad, at er

 i           

si r    ‘ , not ngr   
ši r    ‘ ion ,
di r    ‘ ate  
pi r    ‘o d  
pi l    ‘an angr  ook

ro  t e a ove co inations, i  see s to ave t e ajor c aracteristics o  a 
dip t ong  irst we can nd s cient ini a  pairs, s c  as

 sir    ‘gar ic  

s r    ‘sa t  
sær    ‘ ead
si r    ‘ , not ngr
šir    ‘ i k  
šær    ‘evi
ši r    ‘ ion

dir    ‘ ar, ar awa  
di r    ‘ ate ti e  
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pil   ‘ one  
pi l    ‘an angr  ook

Moreover, t e i  co ination is not separa e in ot er p ono ogica  processes, 
consider o owing e a p es

1  ši r  a > ši .ra ‘ ions , pi l  =om > pi l=om ‘  one

e sa e reasoning o ds tr e or t e co inations y, y, ey, , and , as 
s own in t e e a p es e ow

 poy  ær  poy. ær ‘one w o takes ever t ing a toget er

 šæy on( a   šæy. on( a  ‘do t , one w o do ts a ot  

 pey  =s > peys ‘ is  er trace  

ono ogica  speaking, t e r e is t at w en a consonant initia  s  attac
es to a consonant na  word, an e is inserted to prevent consonant c sters  is 
is a proo  t at t e second vowe  in a ove e a p es does not act ike a consonant, 

ence t e co inations can e regarded as dip t ongs

 æw  a > æw. a ‘waters  

 ow  æl > ow.yæl ‘ at ers

e ak tiari p ra  s  - l c anges to -y l w en attac ed to a vowe  na  
word   conc de, according , t at we can disting is  si  dip t ongs in t is vari
et  o  ak tiari

4.3 SYLLABLE STRUCTURE
 s a e in ak tiari contains a vowe  as its n c e s, t no consonant c s

ters are a owed in t e onset  Depending on t e n er and distri tiona  pattern 
o  consonants, t e o owing s a e t pes are disting is ed in ak tiari

1     a ‘ aster ; i ‘t is ;  h  ‘t at
    al ‘a de onic creat re ; ei  ‘p oto
    æsp ‘ orse ; ard ‘ o r
    a ‘strengt ; ri ‘ ace
    ha  ‘soi , and ;  ‘person, a i
   t ht ‘a ig, at rock; co orta e, at and even ;  

  p  ‘pa  o  t e and

ese constit te t e asic s a e str ct res, so e co ination o  t ese, ow
ever, are ver  preva ent, s c  as  



1  

 

1     a. að ‘prospero s
    æn .dar ‘as a ed ;
    . e ‘c i d , .le ‘ ead
    h .var ‘s oot ; . ar ‘a kind o  r it
    .de ‘s ave, servant ; m r. e ‘savor
    p r.var ‘ at, c ; er.dar ‘ anner
   d rd.m d ‘so e od  w o as pain    

   e otiona  and p sica , poor

s inted at in t e a ove e a p es, a  t e possi e s a e coda c sters are 
t e o owing

ft; ht; t; h ; n ; n ; n ; ns; nt; r , r ; r ; rd; r ; r ; r ; rm; rs; rt; 
r ; rz; rš; l ; l ; l ; lt; hl; s ; s ; sm; sn; sp; sr; st; š ; šm; šn; št; tr; 
z ; zm; zr; s; hš; hm

a p es or t ese c sters are

8  t ‘nose ; t ht ‘ at, s oot ; re t ‘ ; r hð ‘went ; š  ‘a er ; 
ša  ‘c ance ; er  ‘s ine , r  ‘ ont ; terð ‘ rning ; m rd ‘ an ; 
m r ‘deat ; r  ‘e ectricit ; mer  ‘e ow ; rm ‘so t ; h r  
‘tear ; m rt ‘skin ; r  ‘w ee ; r  ‘vow ; rš ‘one tent ; l  
‘ ea ; š l  ‘jo ; e t l  ‘poo ; lt ‘screw, o t ng is  oan word ; 
t hl ‘ itter ;  ‘p oto ;  ‘de ect, a t ; e m ‘na e ; h  ‘vir
t e ; p ‘ orse ; r ‘evening ; re t ‘stenc ; m š  ‘water ag ; p šm 
‘woo ; š  ‘ east, part ; h št ‘eig t ; etr ‘kett e ng is  oan 
word ; m  ‘ rain ; r m ‘ att e ; e r ‘a saint ; r  ‘dance ; r hš 
‘ ack and w ite ; hm ‘wo nd, sore






