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CHAPTER THREE
LEXICON 

3 LEXICAL SEMANTIC FIELDS
is section wi  investigate t e ak tiari e icon, in an atte pt to nderstand a 

ak tiari no ad s cognative pict re o  t e wor d t ro g  is e ica  reservoir and 
t e wa  e c assi es is nat ra  environ ent  e t eoretica  asis o  t is inves
tigation as een s arized in t e o owing q estions ro  a id  1

ow peop e categorise t e wor d is one o  t e 
nda enta  iss es aced  researc ers in in

g istics, ps c o og , ant ropo og , and cognitive 
science  s categorisation t e sa e etween in
divid a s, eit er as a res t o  innate concepts, or 
reg arities in t e percept a  arra  r, is an 
categorisation ar itrar a atter o  c t ra  or in
g istic convention

e word ists presented in t is section can e divided into two gro ps  e rst 
gro p 1  consists o  t ose se antic e ds t at are s a  req ired and inc ded 
in descriptive works, s ggested  sc o ars ike o rie  it  1  or nider 

 o erts  e ta es provide ak tiari ter s or genera  concepts s c  as 
kins ip ter ino og , and od  parts  ese concepts and t eir re evant voca ar  
are s ared  a ost a  ang ages and co nities  ere  ave organized t e 
presentation in order to cover t e ak tiari view o  t ese concepts   

e second gro p o  words , owever, are ore speci c and t e  are pro
a  on  s ared  co nities wit  t e sa e i est e, geograp  and ive i ood 
as ak tiari no ads  e ak tiari and as ver  diverse ora and a na w ic  
constit te a q intessentia  part o  t e no ads  wor d view and e icon, w ic  t e  
ave i t p d ring cent ries in w ic  t e  ave ived in t is area  ese eat res 

o  nat re are c ose  interwoven into t eir ever da  needs and aspirations and are 
req ent  re ected in t eir di erent genres o  songs, rit a s and cere onies

e ain point  want to stress is t at t e wa  in w ic  ak tiari no ads see and 
categorize di erent ani a s or p ants can e co p ete  di erent ro  a io ogica  
or scienti c one  or e a p e, t ere is no wa  to convince a no ad t at a o se, 

eing a a a  t a ver  insidio s and ar  one, can e p t into t e sa e 
categor  o  ‘ a a s  ne t to a goat or s eep, i e , t e ost i portant ivestock 
in t e wor d o  a ak tiari no ad  e o se is categorized as ‘ ek o nevar , 
ro g  trans ated as ‘no io s and a e c creat res , w ic  a so inc des snakes, 
izards, eet es and so on ta e 1  e ow



not er interesting e a p e is t at t ere are over t irt  di erent words to na e 
di erent parts and sages o  acorn, w ic  as a wa s een a so rce o  co p e en
tar  ood or t e no ads, especia  in ti es o  a ine ta e  

s or t e no adic no enc at re, t ere are ndreds o  di erent words and 
e pressions w ic  are sed to deno inate t e in te di erences in do estic ani

a s, p ants and t e environ ent w ic  s rro nds t e  e s ep erds or erders 
ave a ascinating s ste  o  ca ing or giving co ands to t e  and o  co

nicating wit  eac  ot er and t eir ani a s  is s ste  deserves to e doc ented 
wit  specia  care and precision   t e ongoing govern enta  pro ects wi  s cceed 
in sett ing t e no ads, a verita e e ica  treas re wi  disappear, toget er wit  t e 
storage o  t eir o d, ric  know edge o  t e ak tiari e ica  and et nica  roots  n 
addition to strong govern enta  press res on no ads to take on a sedentar  wa  
o  i e, c i ate c ange and e cessive, ns ste atic se o  t e past res ave a so 
p t an  wi d p ants and vegeta es as we  as irds and ot er ani a s o  pre  on 
t e verge o  e tinction

o s arize, t is section o  t e present researc  is an atte pt to e tract and 
doc ent as c  as possi e o  t is in or ation and to categorize and present it 
in t e conte t o  t e ak tiari no ads  cos o og  and  traditions  

3.1 GENERAL WORD CATEGORIES
n t is section, two sets o  words are presented  Kins ip ter s 1 1  and od  

parts 1  s entioned a ove, t ese are t e ists t at can co on  e o nd 
in ang age descriptions  a es, s c  as 1 1 are organized ased on t e practica  
req ire ent to present t e diversit  o  t e ter s as c ear  as possi e

t t e eginning o  ever  ta e so e introd ctor  notes wi  e presented or a 
etter nderstanding o  t e contents

o e o  t e ta es ave page n ers w ic  re er to addadi 1  an  
o  t e words are not entioned in is ook and ence no page n er is given 

 or ta es 1  to 1 , addadi is not entioned as t e so rce eca se t e 
words were provided  se  or t ro g  e dwork and were on  c ecked ater in 

addadi s ook or a printed re erence  a es are isted a p a etica  or ased on 
se antic do ains  is wi  e e p ained at t e eginning o  eac  individ a  ta e  

wo ore ta es t at can e considered as genera  word categories, na e  
ooking ter ino og  and asic voca ar , are presented in ppendi   and  
ppendi  , respective  e  are organized ased on t e q estionnaire in o

rie  it  1 , t sti  req ire ore investigation and e d work, ence t eir 
ocation in t e ppendices section

 



3.1.1 Kinship terms
a i  and tri a  re ations ips are o  para o nt i portance or ak tiaris, 

ence t e a ndance o  voca ar  and ter s or addressing t ese re ations ips 
wit  precision  n co parison wit  si  esta is ed kins ip asic patterns 8 t at 
ant ropo ogists ave o served a ong vario s c t res aro nd t e wor d,  noticed 
t at t e ak tiari s ste  s ares t e ost wit  t e danese kin c assi cation  is 
s ste  is t e ost descriptive o  a , in t e sense t at, it assigns a distinct ter  to 
eac  and ever  e er o  t is network   q ick s rve  o  t e ta e e ow revea s 
a diversit  o  t e ter s

n t eor , to s ow t e e act re ations ip o  two persons in ak tiari, t e za e 
constr ction can e sed as an  ti es as necessar  ere ore, earing a str c
t re ike ite   in ta e 1 e ow or t e e a p e 1  e ow is not on  possi e 

t req ent as we

1  do ær e      orzemar e         zin e       or e    tate za=m     
                da g ter EZ   aterna  co sin EZ    wi e EZ    son EZ    paterna  nc e orn PRS=BP.1SG  

  ‘t e da g ter o  t e aterna  co sin o  t e wi e o  t e son o   paterna  co sin  

s can e seen in t e ast word o  t e a ove e a p e, t e present particip e o  
t e ver  ai e  ‘to give irt  is sed req ent  as a s  - a to s ow consan
g inea  re ations

ot s rprising , in view o   t e e istence o  a patri inear descent s ste , to 
ave a a  o  is para o nt to appiness or parents  o s are t e ones w o keep 

t e ineage r nning and et t e  na e and t e ereditar  properties o  t e a i  
s rvive  ere ore, w ereas t ere are severa  gir s  na es re erring to gir s as e
ing nwanted or s per o s, s c  as r-  or r- , itera  eaning 
‘da g ter eno g , heim-  ‘t is one eno g  or even - a te ‘ n wanted , no 
s c  ter s e ist or o s   an or wo an w o as severa  da g ters is attri ted 
as r e ar ‘ oaded wit  da g ters  and a wo an w o as on  da g ters is 
ca ed r- a ‘one w o on  gives irt  to gir s

t er reasons e ind t is pre erence or o s, in  opinion, are t e tradition
a  descent s ste  and a so s a ic aws o  in eritance, w ic  entit e on  a e 
c i dren to a s are o  t e ereditar  and  is ogic a so propagates t e arriage 

etween parenta  para e  co sins, in t e ope t at t e s ared properties sta s in 
t e at er s a i

e sa e concern dictates a widow to eit er sta  wit  er c i dren in er de
ceased s and s o se o d or arr  is o der or o nger rot er,  a evirate 

8  ese si  s ste s are  danese, awaiian, ski o, roq ois, a a and row c wi er 1
 a an  satrian  1   ave o nd t is tradition  as     

  re iniscent o  a sort o  a ar h arriage instit tion a ong t e o t est ranian tri es as 
a ar re ote past  n t e oroastrian a i  aw o  t e asanian period, as it is we  known, i  
t e s and died wit o t eaving a e o spring, is s ccessors ip deve oped pon is a t orized 
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arriage in ant ropo ogica  ter ino og   s e wis es to arr  to anot er an, 
s e as to a andon er c i dren and eave er ate s and s a i  a toget er   
widowed wo an, in case s e doesn t ave a c i d, wi  ret rn to er at er s or 

rot er s o se and it is not accepta e,  an  eans, to ive on er own

s entioned a ove, a c i d is recognized  is at er s ineage and wi  re
ceive is a i  na e;  t e sa e token, a gir  keeps er a i  na e even a ter 

arriage

 aterna  nc e, owever, as a ver  ig  stat s in kins ip re ations and 
swearing on is i e is a co on practice  n o d and widowed ot er wi  nor

a  go to er e dest son s o se and i  s e does not ave a son, it is rst and 
ore ost er rot er s d t  to take care o  er and not, i  app ica e, t e task o  er 

da g ter or er son in aw

en t e parents are a raid o   osing a c i d, as t e  ave e perienced e ore, 
or or an  ot er reason s c  as genetic co p ications, t e  wi  give na es s c  
as m e i  m e i ‘one t at sta s  to t e o s and e-m i ‘ a  o  ive  to 
t e gir s  ese ear  parents a  even ca  t eir c i dren wit  pe orative or at 
ti es, eaning ess na es s c  as qete ‘a piece , r i  ‘dwar , in ope t at 
t eir v nera e c i dren wi  not e noticed  evi  spirits s c  as  and wi  not 
e ar ed  t e

t is considered a s a e to raise o r c i d on ot er peop e s r e ‘eating oor 
spread; ta e , i e  to eave t is responsi i it  to ot ers  aving said t at, it was 
not rare and can sti  e seen to appen , t at a c i d, s a  one o  no ads and 
a ost a wa s a o , is not iving wit  is a i  t wit  a re ative in t e town 
or cit , or t e sake o  sc oo ing or st eca se is parents are poor and na e 
to eed i  or to take care o  i  e re atives w o act as a g ardian or s c  a 
c i d are not necessari  wea t  e  rat er do t is o t o  erc  or kindness, del 

te  eart rning  ‘to erc , and a so eca se t e  s are a tri a  pride t at 
prevents t e  ro  ignoring a e ow tri es an in adversit  is oster c i d wi  
in t rn e p t e ost a i  wit  t eir c ores  ese c i dren are a so ike  to ave 
a dire kind o  i e, eing orced to work ard ike a servant  and eing ed and 
dressed sparse  ir s rare  eave t eir a i ies, even i  t is eans t at t e  wi  
e deprived o  ed cation or a decent and co orta e i e

arriage, as entioned a ove, is enco raged etween co sins, especia  e
tween parenta  para e  co sins t a so etween cross co sins  ost o  t e ar
riages sed to e arranged  parents and t e  sti  are to so e e tent  o e par
ents start t is arrange ent ver  ear , and c ose t eir son s t re ride rig t a ter 

p tixš y h  wi e, i e  s e was o iged to instit te a evirate arriage or arriage wit  one o  t e 
near agnates o  er ate s and  in order t at t e egotten a ar h son ig t aintain is de
ceased at er s ineage and na e, ad inister is propert , and in t e ong r n, to e p t e so  o  is 
‘instit tiona  at er cross t e invat p hl or entering t e aradise  e roots o  t is rite are idden in 
re ote past, going ack to t e ti e o  vesta and even ear ier in detai  erik anian 1 8  8  

 



er irt  e  wo d  a present er or eš  ‘sign, ark  or t e new orn and 
ake er t eir son s a - r1  ‘engaged  anc e  ri a  arriages ave a wa s 

served as a eans in t e ands o  t e tri a  decisions akers to strengt en t e 
o nds wit  ot er tri es and, ater, wit  govern enta  a t orities

 ver  signi cant or  o  arriage, is ca ed hi - , itera  ‘eno g  ood
s ed  is kind o  arriage is e ec ted w en a a e kin ki s so e od , acci
denta  or on p rpose, and as a conseq ence, oods ed er pts etween t e two 
a i ies and tri es  o eti es it can per eate to ot er re ated t šes and lads  
o stop it, t e sister or da g ter o  t e ki er wi  e c osen to arr  t e son or t e 
rot er o  t e deceased one  c  a gir  wi  not ave a o o s wedding or a app  

prospect a ong er s and s a i  and wi  a wa s e teased and re e ered 
o  t e n ort nate incident t at o nd  er to er spo se

not er speci c or  o  arriage is ca ed a e a1 1  t is w en a o  and is 
sister arr  a gir  and er rot er  t di erent , t is o s t re wi e wi  a so 
e er sister s s and s sister

ac  arriage starts wit  sending presents, eš  ahade  ‘to p t a ark  or 
er ahade  ‘to assign   t e groo s ot er or ot er c ose e a e re atives  en 
a e e ders o  t e groo s a i  and so e ot er pia p ‘respected en  c osen 

ro  t eir re atives wi  go to t e ride s at er or d -  ‘kissing ands  and 
el e r  ‘to c t a rics  D ring t is meile  ‘gat ering  t e  tr  to gain t e con

sent o  t e ride s at er  is wi  inc de at ti es ver  engt  disc ssions on t e 
ride s wort  or pa ent, w ic  in ak tiari as two or s  e rst one is ca ed, 

šir ai ‘ i k price  or h q-e šir ‘t e rig t o  t e reast eeding  to e paid to t e 
ride s ot er to t ank er or reast eeding er da g ter  is one  is s a
 spent or t e ride s p šai ‘dowr  w ic  is i ited to so e edding, kitc en 

tensi s and so e presents or t e groo s i ediate a i  en a pa eri1  
‘contract or rat meile  ‘report o  t e eeting  is prepared  t e e ers o  t e 
gat ering, isting a  t e ite s t at t e ride s a i  wis es to e p rc ased and 
prepared e ore t e wedding  is nor a  inc des a  t e rnit re and ot er 
ite s t at consists o  t e dowr  o  an r an ranian gir  

not er kind o  ride pa ent is ca ed mehriye w ic  is an s a ic tradition  t 
is a price t at t e groo  owes to t e ride and s o d pa  er an  ti e per er de and  

t in practice, mehriye wi  on  e an iss e w en a co p e decide to end a arriage

n addition, a  t e wedding e penses are covered  t e groo s a i  e 
groo s at er is ost  responsi e to cover a  t ese e penses, t ot er re a
1 . a  eans nave  and r is t e present ste  o  t e ver  ride  ‘to c t  e cere on  is t at 
w en t e idwi e wants to c t t e i ica  cord o  t e a  gir , t e ot er o  a o  is present t ere 
and gives a present to t e gir s  a i  and anno nces er son as t e t re s and o  t e new orn gir
1 1  e o k et o og  o  t is ter  states t at a ere eans cow, ence a e a ‘cow to cow  

eans a t a  ene cia  siness  , owever, t ink t at one s o d not e is ed  t e i edi
ate eaning o  a, and it a  e t e sa e co ponant as t e one in a rive see ootnote 1  e ow
1 . pa- er-i ‘ oot o d ATTR  
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tives, ased on t eir reso rces, wi  a so give a s are  ractica , t ese pa ents 
and rida  rig ts and e penses are acting as an o stac e or po ga , w ic  is 
a owed  ari a, t is re ative  rare a ong ak tiaris  

o e p covering t e wedding costs, t e groo s rot er or one o  is a e 
re atives wi  start gat ering t e donations, w ic  is ca ed i or i, appro i

ate , one week e ore t e wedding  ost a  t e tri e e ers wi  e invited 
to t e wedding cere on , so e ring t eir s are o  i, a s eep, one , or t e 
ess ort nate ones, a ag o  w eat o r to t e east   oca  o a, i  one e ists in 

t e area, 1  wo d read t e specia  verses ro  t e or an and wi  anno nce t e  
a a  to eac  ot er  ven to t is da , t ere are co p es in t e no adic areas t at 

do not ave a arriage certi cate iss ed  a wedding notar

e o owing paragrap s, ta es and diagra s wi  i strate t e ak tiari kin
s ip s ste  a e 1 1 consists o  si  co ns and o r sections  o n 1 is or 
n ering t e words  ords wit  t e sa e eanings wi  not get separate n

ers t are speci ed  s n ering; s c  as a and  e ow, in w ic  case 
t e  can e sed interc angea  wit o t se antic di erences, t wit  prag atic 
i p ications

o n  contains ak tiari kin ter s  ese ter s can e st one word or a 
co po nd wit  or wit o t sing za e s  –e 1  e kins ip ter s in t is ta e 
are organized in o r categories  Linea  Kin, o atera  Kin, nia  Kin and t er 

e ated Kin er s, e p ained in paragrap s e ow

o n  represents t e kin t pes, i e  a reviations t at are co on in ant ropo
ogica  st dies to s ow t e asic kins ip re ations   ot er ,  at er ,  rot er , 
 sister ,  c i d ,  s and ,  wi e  e seq ence o  t ese t pes e presses a 

re ations ip  or e a p e, , eans  ot er s ot er ‘ aterna  grand ot er

o n  as t e ng is  eq iva ents or trans ations o  t e words  

o n  is kept or e tra in or ation s c  as an a ternative ter  ; t e 
itera  eaning o  t e word 18  or to provide so e c t ra  ackgro nd in or

ation 118

o n  s ows t e page n er o  addadi 1 , w ere t e word can e 
o nd t t e eanings a  not atc  precise  e ite s wit o t a page n er 

are  additions  

e rst two sections o  t e ta e are c assi ed according to inea  and co at
era  kins ip networks  ese two ter s s o d e e p ained ere  ased on rian 

c wi er  

1  inding a c erg  or a earned an w o can per or  t e wedding ock was a c a enge in t e 
o der ti es, w en iterac  rate was ow and in t e a sence o  roads and odes o  co nication, t e 
no adic areas were not practica  accessi e  owada s, t ese are o vio s  not an iss e  
1  o earn ore a o t za e in ak tiari, see  e ow

 



Linea  kin are eit er t e direct ancestors or descendants o  a partic ar go
o atera  kin are co posed o  go s si ings and t eir descendants and t e 

si ings and is er inea  kin o  ascending generations and t eir descen
dants as we

Linea  kin is an i portant gro p, or ing t e or=o e  and æwlad eve s o  
t e a ore entioned 1  tri a  str ct re  o atera  kindred, owever, as a ver  
signi cant socia  and c t ra  previo s  a so po itica  ro e ee 1 a ove  

is is act a  a corporate gro p t at co es rst to e p or a wedding, nera  or 
arvest, a ong ot er socia  activities, even in sett ed r an ak tiari co nities

ter t ese two sections o  consang ineo s re ations, t e t ird section o  t e 
ta e re ers to a nia  re ations or, in ot er words, to re ations t at are attained 
t ro g  arriage

e ast section contains words and e pressions t at a  not e direct  re ated 
to a kin s ste , t req ent  are sed and p a  an i portant ro e in c ari cation 
o  t e stat s o  a an re ations ip

wo g res 1  and 1  wi  o ow t e ta e to rt er c ari  t is kins ip s ste  
and t e sage o  its ter s  

t is notewort  t at ro  t e kin ter s in inea  and co atera  re ations ips, t e 
si p e  ones and t e two parts ones are t e act a  words t at are sed to ca  t e 
designated re ations ip  n ot er words, t e  are not e p anation o  a certain re a
tions ip, t t e  are t e ter s t at are sed to tag t e re ations ip  s an e a p e, 
do ær e oti  ‘ ot er s sister s da g ter  is an esta is ed ter  t at one can se to 
address is ot er s sister s da g ter in an ever  da  conversation, in a wa  t at is 
e pressed in t e e a p es at t e end o  t is section, and in constr ctions s c  as  

 d r-e   ti  p           t  i-y-  
da g ter EZ        a nt t en    o  SBJV-E-co e PRS   
‘ nt s da g ter, co e on, t en

e ore co p e  ter s, i e  t e ones consisting o  two or ore za e con
str ctions, s c  as r-e d r-e i i ‘t e son o  t e da g ter o  t e at er s sis
ter  are ore descriptive and are not sed or direct addressing; owever, it is not 
i possi e to ear a sentence s c  as t e e a p e e ow

 or e do ær e        i i=m          pæ          to        i y æw
son EZ da g ter EZ  a nt=BP.1SG t en o  SBJV-E-co e PRS 
‘  a nt s da g ter s son, co e on, t en

s or t e a na  kin ter s, t e  are ot  addressive and descriptive  t eans 
t at a t o g  t e  a  descri e a re ations ip, so e o  t e  can a so e sed or 
addressing t e re ated person  ese ter s are ite s 8 1
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8

ro  t e ter s in t e ta e o  ot er re ated kin ter s, on  t e ter  i i/ ivi is sed 
to address an e der  respecta e ad , t e rest are ter s to descri e a re ations ip  

Table 3.1.1: Kinship terms 
No. Bakhtiari kin 

terms
Kin 
type

English mean-
ing

comments p.

Lineal Kin
1 dal  grand ot er it o d wo an 118

a mama MM ot er s ot er
dal  da MM ot er s ot er a so  næne da/ næne

it o dwo an ot er
118

a da ve M at er s ot er it ot er at er 118 
dal  papa M at er s ot er it o dwo an at er

a a- a great grand a
t er

on  paterna
it grand at er s ort 
or grand at er repe

cted o d an

a ava grand at er
a- a grand at er on  paterna

it grand at er s ort 
or repected o d an

c ava- a grand at er on  paterna
it grand at er repected 

o d an

d ava e -i  at er s at er it grand at er at er  
attri tive s

e -da M ot er s at er a so  ow/ ava da i
it at er ot er

da  day M ot er 118
8 ve  e   

e 
at er

d r D da g ter; gir 118
1 d r D da g ter; gir t e s orter or  o  

no  
118

11 r son; o 188
1 e kid; c i d
1 la c i d ra ic oan

1 ve grandc i d a so  æ e æ e

1 e- r son s c i d it c i d son

1 e-d r D da g ter s c i d it c i d da g ter

 



1 eti e great grandc i d it res t

18 eðiðe great great
grandc i d

it not seen

Collateral Kin
1 hal  da MM ot er s ot

er s rot er
it nc e ot er

ti  da MM ot er s ot
er s sister

it a nt ot er

1 tate da M ot er s at er s 
rot er

it o d an ot er

i i da M ot er s at er s 
sister

it a nt ot er

hal  e M at er s ot er s 
rot er

it nc e at er

ti  e M at er s ot er s 
sister

it a nt at er

tate e at er s at er s 
rot er

it o d an at er

i i e at er s at er s 
sister

it a nt at er

h l M ot er s rot er  and 8 are dia e
cta  and  or persona  
variations

1

8 d i M ot er s rot er t e ersian word or 
ot er s rot er

ti 105 M ot er s sister
tate at er s rot er  and 1 and  are 

dia ecta  and  or perso
na  variations

 

1 aqa at er s rot er 1
a a at er s rot er 18
e  e t e rot er o  

at er
a so  am

ersian oan

i i106 at er s sister
hal - a M co sin  ot er s 

rot er s c i d
a so  do ær/ or e 
hal
it nc e give irt PRS.

1

d ð r-e hal M D ot er s rot
er s da g ter

it da g ter EZ nc e

1  o  know edge, t is word is niq e in ranian ang ages to re er to ot er s sister
1  i i  eaning at er s sister is a so e c sive  sed in ak tiari
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1  

r-e hal M ot er s rot
er s son

it c i d EZ son

8 hal  r- a  t e re ations ip 
etween ot

er s rot er and 
is nieces and 

nep ews

it nc e sister give 
irt PRS.

1

r. e.mar M co sin  ot er s 
sister s c i d

a so  do ær/ or e 
oti
it sister ro ot er

11

d ð r-e ti M D ot er s sister s 
da g ter

it da g ter EZ a nt

1 r-e ti M ot er s sister s 
son

it son EZ a nt

deð  deði sister 118
d ðe/  d sister 118
e rot er eh  e  e

Dia ecta  variations o  
t e sa e ter

tate- a co sin  at er s 
rot er s c i d

it parenta  nc e give 
irt PRS.

a so  do ær/ or e tate
it  da g ter  son EZ  

parenta  nc e

d ð r-e tate/aqa D at er s rot er s 
da g ter

it da g ter EZ o d an
sir

r-e tate/aqa at er s rot er s 
son

it son EZ o d an sir

8  tate- a va a  paterna  co s
ins  re ations ip

ort or  ta za 
va107 za
it o d an give irt

PRS.-?-give irt PRS.

e i- a co sin  at er s 
sister s c i d

ote it is not i i t 
e i
it a nt give irt PRS.

188

d ð r-e i i D at er s sister s 
da g ter

it da g ter EZ a nt

1 r-e i i at er s sister s 
son

it son EZ a nt

1  o ar,  co d not nd an  e p anation or va in t is co po nd



1 1

e hal - a M ot er s rot
er s grandc i d

it c i d nc e give 
irt PRS.

d ð r-e d ð r-e 
hal

M DD ot er s rot
er s grand 
da g ter

it da g ter EZ da g t
er EZ nc e

r-e d ð r-e hal M D ot er s rot
er s grandson

it son EZ da g ter EZ

nc e

d ð r-e r-e hal M D ot er s rot
er s grandda g
ter

it da g ter EZ son EZ

nc e

r-e r-e hal M ot er s rot
er s grandson

a so  næve hal
it son EZ son EZ nc e

e r emar M ot er s sister s 
grandc i d

it c i d sister ro  
ot er

8 d ð r-e d ð r-e 
ti

M DD ot er s sister s 
grandda g ter

it da g ter EZ da g t
er EZ a nt

r-e d ð r-e ti M D ot er s sister s 
grandson

it son EZ da g ter EZ

a nt

d ð r-e r-e ti M D ot er s sister s 
grandda g ter

it da g ter EZ son EZ

a nt

1 r-e r-e ti M ot er s sister s 
grandson

it son EZ son EZ a nt

va a nc e s grand
c i d

it give irt PRS.

e tate- a at er s rot er s 
grandc i d

it c i d o d an give 
irt PRS.

d ð r-e d ð r-e 
aqa/tate

DD at er s rot er s 
grandda g ter

it da g ter EZ da g t
er EZ sir o d an

r-e d ð r-e tate/
aqa

D at er s rot er s 
grandson

it son EZ da g ter EZ  
o d an sir

d ð r-e r-e aqa/
tate

D at er s rot er s 
grandda g ter

it da g ter EZ son EZ

sir o d an

r-e r-e aqa/tate at er s rot er s 
grandson

it son EZ son EZ sir
o d an

8 e e i- a at er s sister s 
grandc i d

it c i d a nt give irt
PRS.

d ð r-e d ð r-e 
i i

DD at er s sister s 
grandda g er

it da g ter EZ da g t
er EZ a nt

r-e d ð r-e i i D at er s sister s 
grandson

it son EZ da g ter EZ

a nt

L D 



1

1 d ð r-e r-e i i D at er s sister s 
grandda g ter

it da g ter EZ son EZ

a nt

r-e r-e i i at er s sister s 
grandson

it son EZ son EZ a nt

r- a sister s c i d a so  æ e de
it sister give irt PRS.

11

r-e deð sister s son it son EZ sister

d ð r-e deð D sister s da g ter it da g ter EZ sister

r-e e rot er s son it son EZ rot er

d ð r-e e D rot er s da g
ter

it da g ter EZ rot er

Af nial kins
8 i mahe ML ot er in aw it parent in aw e

a e
11

i re L at er in aw a so  e sire wit  a 
ver  i ited sage
it parent in aw a e

11

8 mi re i i at er s sister s 
s and

it s and a nt

81 mi re ti 108 M  ot er s sister s 
s and 

a so  mi re da
it s and a nt

8 avere M step at er
8 deð  i e wi e s sister it sister wi e

8 i M L parent in aw 11
8 ši r s and s sister contracted or  o  or

šohær 
it sister s and

11

8 i -aqa at er s rot er s 
wi e

a so  zin tate, zin a a
it wi e sir

8 i  e step ot er it wi e at er 1
88 d a sister s s and a so d ma 1
8 i e wi e 1

mi re s and 8
1 i  e rot er s wi e it wi e rot er

d a D da g ter s s
and

a so d ma 1

e h i son s wi e

 

1 8  ee a so t e ast paragrap  o  t is section, o owing g re 1  ri ar  a na  network



1

i - h l M ot er s rot
er s wi e

it wi e nc e

erar wi e s rot er a so  erar zi næ
it rot er wi e

erar-š r s and s rot
er

a so  erar mire
it rot er s and

i - erar-š r s and s rot
er s wi e

it wi e rot er s
and

1

8 h m-ri š wi e s sister s 
s and

it sa e eard 8

h m- r s and s rot
er s wi e

it sa e ride 1

1 h v co wi e
other related kin terms

1 1 av- at er s a i it at er gro p co ec
tive s

1 e - avere ancestors it at er avere

1 i i/ ivi t e o dest wi e 
o  a c ie , a re
specta e e der  
ad

1 - 109 t e re atives w o 
s are and or 
ive ne t to eac  

ot er

it ste gro p co ecti
ve s

1 d ð r-e ši r t e da g ter o  
t e sister o  s
and

it da g ter EZ s
and s sister

1 h e-d a i , o se
o d, c an

it o se p ace s

1 r-e deð - i - e-
rar-š r

t e son o  t e 
sister o  t e wi e 
o  t e rot er o  

s and

it son EZ sister wi e
rot er s and

1 8 mal-e mi re s and s a i  
and re atives

it mal re ati
ves EZ s and

1 deð -i stepsister it no sister ATTR

11 - e -i step rot er it no rot er ATTR

111 etar ancestors

1  is ter  is ore req ent in Ko gi e and oira adi variet  o  t e ang age
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ti 105 ti 106 ti 107 ti 108 ti 109

n ak tiari, t e e tended i atera  re ations ips, kindred, constit tes a recog
nized socia  gro p  e nctions o  t is recognized gro p ave een disc ssed 
a ove 1  and in t e introd ctor  re arks o  t e present section 1 1  ig re 
1  e ow is presented ere to s ow t is kindred network in ore detai  and c arit  

n ig re 1  t e kindred ter s are n ered o owed  t eir e p anations 
w ic  are presented according to t eir req enc  n ot er words, in ront o  eac  
n er, t e rst ter  is sed ore o ten, o owed  ot er req ent ter s  e 
diversit  o  ter s are s a  d e to dia ecta  and not se antic variations  ese 
are t e ter s sed to c ari  t e re ations ip  n ca ing or addressing eac  ot er, 

owever, di erent or s or on  t e na e o  t e addressee is sed  or e a p e, 
to re er to ot er s nc e re ations ip 1 e ow , go can si p  ca  i  wit  
t e rst part o  t e kin ter  nc e  or can attac  t is rst part o  t e kin ter  
to a o nd persona  prono n, in t is case =m w ic  is t e rst person sing ar

 

11 ri t e rst c i d 
son

it ig t ATTR

11 pa- ri a c i d w o is 
orn a ter is 

or er at er s 
deat

it oot grave ATTR

11 p -ped r/ p -
pi r

a c i d w o is 
orn a ter is 

or er at er s 
deat

it a ter at er

11 pi š re atives a so  pi š tær ‘c ose 
re atives
 it ront COMPR 

11 pi š- a stepson  step
da g ter  step
c i d

on  or wo en
it ront give irt PRS.

11 q m=  i š re atives a so  om=o i š
it se CONJ re atives

18

118 li t e avorite wi e in a po ga o s re a
tions ip

11 tate- a-h-i co sin ood it o d an give irt
PRS.E.ATTR

1 i š re atives
1 1 - - a t co rting, asking 

or t e and in 
arriage

it wi e ro want PST. 1
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 1  MM  hal  da; ca ed  hal  or ore req ent  hal =m N r    
                                                                                         nc e=  is na e  
 n a conversation s c  as  

  hal =m    N r     hal=et          et r-e                   
         nc e=      or z,       ee ings= o     ow is 
          ‘ M  nc e or z, ow are o

o se t e or  wit  a o nd persona  prono n, can e interpreted as a wa  to 
e press respect, endear ent and a so inti ac  wit  t e addressee   
n t e e ow ist, i  t e ter  as a di erent ca ing or , t is in or ation is provid

ed a ter it  nstead o  is er na e ,  wi  se 

Figure 15 Egocentric bilateral kindred11

    

=

  a a- a ; t is ter  is e c sive  sed in a patri inea  genea og , 
t ere ore, no speci c ter  or M , t t e co po nd  e  e  da

1  MM  hal  da; ca ed  hal  hal =m  
 MM  ti  da; ca ed  ti  ti =m  
 MM  dal  mama  e  e da  dal  da  da da ; ca ed  dal  mama    

 e   mama=m , = m  
 M  e -da  ava da-i; ca ed  ava  ava=m  ava=m 
 M  aqa da; ca ed  aqa  aqa=m 
 M  i i da; ca ed  i i  i i=m 
 M  hal  e / hal  ve; ca ed  hal  hal =m  

11  irc es represent e a e e ers, triang es, a e e ers and t e red triang e represents go
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8  M  ti  e / ve; ca ed  ti  ti =m 
 M  dal  mama  e   dal  papa  dal  ve; ca ed  dal  mama  e     

            mama=m , = m  
1   ava  a- a e  a- a  ava e -i; ca ed  ava  ava=m 
11   tate e  e  ava; ca ed  tate  aqa=m 
1   i i e / ve  deð  ava; ca ed  i i  i i=m 
1  M  h l  d i; ca ed  hal  hal =m 
1  M  ti ; ca ed  ti  ti =m 
1  M  da  day
1   e  ve   e 
1   tate  a a  aqa  e  e ; ca ed  tate  a a=m/aqa=m 
18   i i; ca ed  i i  i i=m 
1  M  hal - a
1  M D  d ð r-e hal ; ca ed   d ð r-e hal =m

 M  r-e hal ; ca ed   r-e hal =m 
1  M  r emar
1  M D  d ð r-e ti ; ca ed   d ð r-e ti =m

 M  r-e ti ; ca ed   r-e ti =m
  deð  deði  d ðe/  d
  e  

  tate- a
 D  d ð r-e aqa  d ð r-e tate; ca ed   d ð r-e aqa=m d ð r-e tat= m
  r-e aqa  r-e tate; ca ed   r-e aqa=m  r-e tat= m

8   e i- a; note it is not i i t e i
 D  d ð r-e i i; ca ed   d ð r-e i i=m

8   r-e i i; ca ed   r-e i i=m

ote  n regard to na ing co sins, t ere is on  one cover ter  to re er to a
terna  a nt s c i dren M  r emar  or t e rest, t e co po nd wit  s  - a 
is sed  hal - a ‘M , tate- a ‘ , e i- a ‘  n t e ot er and, t ere are 
two ter s to descri e t e t a  re ations ip etween si ings  c i dren wit  t eir 

nc es, i e  hal - r- a, t e re ations ip etween sister s c i dren wit  t eir ater
na  nc e; tate- a va a, to re er to t e re ations ip etween rot er s c i dren wit  
t eir paterna  nc e and is c i dren  

 
29-30. ZC: χorza

 D  d ð r -e deð ; ca ed   d ð r-e deð =m
  r-e deð ; ca ed   r-e deð =m

1,   e  lað
1  D  d ð r  d r

  r
 D  d ð r-e e ; ca ed   d ð r-e e =m
  r-e e ; ca ed   r-e e =m
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ote  w i e t ere is a cover ter  or sister s c i dren, r a, no s c  a ter  
e ists or rot er s c i dren  t is a so notewort  t at gender o  si ings does not 
pa  a ro e in t e  wa  si ing s c i dren are addressed  

8   ve, e- e, e r, e d ð r
 DD  d ð r-e d ð r ; ca ed  , d ð r=m
 D  e d ð r, r-e d ð r; ca ed  , r= m
 D  e r, d ð r-e r; ca ed  , d ð r= m

8   e r, r-e r; ca ed  , r= m

ig re 1  s ows t e pri ar  a na  network  ere it is ca ed pri ar , eca se 
it presents t e ter s or spo ses o  on  t e rst sang ine re atives and not, or 
instance, a at er s rot er s son s wi e  

Figure 16 Primary af nal network

1  M  i - h l    M  mi re ti
 M  mi re da n  w en a ot er re arr s a ter divorce ro  or deat  o  t e at er
  i  e    i  aqa/tate             mi re i i         d a/ d ma

8   i e, in case go is e a e  mi re      i  e  1  D  d a/ d ma
11   ehi

o address M  or , i  e is a paterna  re ative, tate or aqa is sed and in 
case e is ro  aterna  side, e wi  ost pro a  e ca ed hal  or dai   e is 
not a re ative, a co p ete stranger e ore t e arriage, t e a ove ter s tate, aqa, 
hal , dai  can e sed sporadica  n ike ot er ore conservative ranian c t res, 
a so in co parison wit  r an ersian a i ies o  st one or two past generations, 

ak tiari spo ses ee  no constraint in ca ing eac  ot er  t e rst na e, even in 
t e presence o  a so te strangers  t er or s and co po nds a  a so e eard, 
t o g , especia  w en t e wi e is c  o nger t an t e s and; co po nds 
s c  as  da iy l ‘ ot er o  t e c i dren ; e  iy l ‘ at er o  t e c i dren ; 
da/ e  , in w ic   is s a  t e na e o  t eir rst orn son

L D 
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3.1.2 Body Parts
n t is section od  parts ter ino og  and t eir categorization  ak tiaris wi  

e e p ored  e re ated data were e tracted ro  Maddadi 1  and a so  e ic
iting data in act a  and virt a 111 e dwork  n t e ear  stages o  t e researc , od  
part ter s were isted in a ver  genera  order, into categories o  ead, orso and t e 
ower part o  t e od , r  and and, Leg and oot and enera  ppendi  11

Later,  earned a o t t e work done  si a Ma id and er researc  tea 11 , p
is ed in ang age Sciences 8  e ai  o  t at st d  was to ‘  to nderstand 

t e re ative i pact o  niversa  vers s c t re speci c princip es o  categorization  
Ma id,   e a t ors rt er e press t eir speci c q estions ‘concerning 

categorization and ing istic concept a  seg entation o  t e od  as o ows   ow 
do ang ages conventiona  seg ent t e od  into parts  Does t e set o  od  part 
ter s constit te a str ct red s ste  in a  ang ages  s t ere a niversa , cross in
g istica  consistent wa  o  categorizing t e od  n e d et a   1 8   

 oc sing on n a i11  data, Ma id e a orates on t is point rt er as

n ike an  ot er o ects, t e od  is t e sa e aro nd t e 
wor d   o, we ig t e pect t at categories or parts o  t e 

od  wo d e t e sa e ever w ere  t n a i speakers s ow 
so e interesting di erences in ow parts o  t e od  are catego
rized in co parison wit  ot er ang ages  s ggesting t at od  
part categorization is not niversa  Ma id  

 decided to adapt t is approac  and t ere ore, rearranged  data to co p  
wit  t e a ove entioned ra ework  s entioned in t e introd ctor  re arks 
o  t is section, t e o owing disc ssion wi  a so draw on ot er i portant and 
re evant so rces on e ica  se antics, s c  as  ndersen 1 8 , rown 1  
and rown  itkowski 1 81  n regard to od  parts, rown 1  designed 
a researc  p an ased on t e na ing e avior  o  ort one g o a  distri ted 
ang ages11  and according  s e drew twe ve genera  princip es o  c assi cation 

111   virt a  e dwork  ean data co ecting t ro g  ace ook and di erent o i e app ications  
is t rned o t to e a ver  practica  and e ective et od o  data co ection

11   ave decided to keep t e origina  or atting o  t e od  parts ta e as an appendi  or two 
practica  reasons  irst , eca se not ever od  is a i iar wit  t e se antic ra eworks sed in 
t is e ica  e d, t ere ore, as a q ick re erence t is ands on categorization a  e ore se  

econd , in t e ta e t e Midd e ersian eq iva ent o  an  words is provided  is in or ation, 
too, a  e interesting ro  a p i o ogica  point o  view
11  n t e Ma  anck nstit te or s c o ing istics, i egen, e et er ands
11   n ndo ropean ang age spoken in akistan
11  ese ang ages consist o  twe ve erindian ang ages, ten ropean, ve s a aran 
rican, ve o t east sian, two inese, two Micronesian and o r Mideastern and estern sian 
ang ages inc ding arsi  rprising , in ootnote 8 page , w en s e ists er so rces o  t e 
ang ages, t ere is no ention o  er ersian  arsi so rce te t or cons tant  n er ot er work 

wit  itkowski 1 81 , owever, s e entions a avi  MacKenzie 1 1  as t e on  ersian 

 



1

and no enc at re in an anato ica  partono  ndersen 1 8 , in t rn, 
sed rown s data, added  a ew ore ang ages,11  ca c ated nine princip es 

o  categorization s ared as niversa s in e ica  e ds  e st dies on co or ter s 
ter ino og , c i d ps c o og  and ang age acq isition s pport t e notion t at 
‘t e asis or e ico se antic niversa s ies in t e wa  peop e niversa  catego
rize percept a  in or ation and organize t eir concept a  know edge  nderson 
1 8   ese princip es are not disc ssed in t e present researc , and on  i  
t e ak tiari data do not con or , t e re ated princip e wi  e entioned ere  

 signi cant part o  t e disc ssion in t e a ore entioned so rces is re ated to 
partono  and its distinction wit  ta ono 11  is s ect, too, wi  not e cov
ered ere, d e to t e need or rt er investigation  

ak tiari as a re ative  a ndant ter ino og  o  od  parts  ne ani esta
tion o  t is c aracteristic is t e e istence o  tip e words or t e sa e part o  t e 
od , so eti es wit  no o vio s di erence in t eir eanings, registers or st e  
o e o  t ese si i ar ter s are t e res t o  orrowing ro  t e do inant er

sian ang age, t an  ot ers, p a si , ave een acq ired t ro g  cent ries o  
contact wit  neig oring ang ages and c t res wit in t e orders o  t e present 
da  ran and e ond  Ma id as a so enco ntered t e sa e p eno enon in n a i 
and s e in erred t at it possi  is ‘a nction o  t e pervasive ti dia ecticis  
o  n a i speakers    

e ot er reason or t is diversit , in  opinion, ies in t e specia  i est e 
o  ak tiari no ads  rown  itkowski 1 81   ta k a o t t e ‘intervening 
c t ra  varia e  in po se  deve op ent and oss  i e intrinsic percept
a  sa ience is re ative  constant across ang ages, c t ra  signi cance can var  
great  s a pastora , erd reeder, it is cr cia  or a ak tiari no ad to e a e 
to de ne and e p ain di erent parts o  is ani a s  od  wit  precision  is is 

eca se generation a ter generation, t e  t e se ves were responsi e or taking 
care o  t eir ani a s in case o  an  accident, de ivar  or desease  so in order to 
trade t eir ani a s t e  s o d e a e to de ne a  t e p sica  c aracteristics 
o  t e ivestock  is attention to ani a  od  parts is a pro a e e p anation or 
deve oping a detai ed voca ar  to de ne di erent an i s and organs 118  
re erence  e act t at er ersian data are ro  Midd e ranian, and not ro  a Modern ranian 
ang age, a  e p ain w  so e o  t e present data does not con or  to er princip es  ese devi

ations ro  rown s or ated princip es wi  e disc ssed according
11  ese additiona  ang ages inc de oco c i, zec , e rew, innis , Mog a o and a sa 

ndersen 1 8   
11  s a q ick re erence  ndersen 1 8  8  de nes t is distinction as ‘kind o  re ations ips  
association or ta ono  a rose is a kind o  ower , w i e partono ic c assi cation is associated 
wit  ‘part o  re ations ips a ngernai  is a part o  nger
118  ere is et anot er pro a e istorica  reason or t ese tip e or s t at arks ack to t e 
do inant pre s a ic oroastrianis  on t e ranian p atea  n oroastrian cos o og , t e w o e 
o  creation was divided into two parties  ngra Main  evi  spirit ind t o g t  as opposed to 

epanta Main  o nteo s spirit  associated wit  ra Mazda, t e reator  ased on t ese ideas, 
in so e cases, two sets o  words and ter s were sed to re er to t ings associated wit  t ese two op
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aving said t at, t ere are words in ng is  or ersian od  parts ter ino og  
t at do not ave an eq iva ent in ak tiari   ver  striking e a p e is ng is  
m le or ersian mahi- e ‘ it  s s a  o e ore scr tinizing in e iciting 
data, t e cons tants were asked  ow do o  order a s eep sc e in a tc er 
s op  e answer revea ed t e act t at, or t e p rpose o  cons ption, peop e 
c t a s eep or a cow in di erent proportions ro  t ose t at are genera  app ied 
in cit  tc er  or instance, t e sc es are a wa s inc ded in a eg, an ar  or 
a s o der piece, and not separated as an entit  ere ore, t ere is no need to ave 
a word or a part t at does not e ist  itse 11  

e od , on t e ot er and, is a e ed  severa  ter s  e princip e word 
or od  is laš, w ic  is s ared etween peop e and ani a s  ð m1  is sed e

c sive  or peop e, as we  as t  e atter, owever, as two ore nctions  
ne is in a p sica  sense, to re er ore speci ca  to t e tr nk o  a an  e 

ot er sense o  t  re ers to t e concept o  an as a eing or a person, ence its 
e p atic ro e wit  t e re e ive prono n  in an za e constr ction ee  
e a p e 11  e po se o s e avior o  t  is not restricted to ak tiari and it 
see s to e a cross ing istic eat re  Ma id q otes vans and i kins 1  and 

i kins 1  ter s denoting t e od  are diac ronica  nsta e, and t at 
t ese ter s are o ten po se o s, eing sed to re er to skin, tr nk, and person, 
as we  as to od  Ma id,  1  o re er to a dead od , t e ra ic oan 
m yet/ð is sed, and it is w en  ‘so , spirit  eaves t e laš

e od  is s etrica  divided  into two parts  d m ar, t e waist ine  
d m ar e ala ‘ it waist ine to p  and d m ar e i r ‘ it waist ine to down  
d m, in itse , eans t e string t at o ds t e tro sers, t ar does not e ist as a 
separate e e e  1 1 ne o  t e ain cons tants t inks t at it act a  is d m a, 
consisting o  d m ‘tai , end  and a ‘p ace, ocation , ence t e p ace o  tai  

e si p e  ver  p šiðe  ‘to cover  and t e co p e  ver 1  v r- erðe  ‘ it
on to do  are sed in genera  to conve  t e eaning ‘to dress  and ‘to p t on  

en p tting on a at or an  ead cover, owever, t e ver  r- erðe  ‘ it ead
to do  is sed  Likewise, or p tting on s oes or socks pa- erðe  ‘ it oot to do  is 

posing concepts  or e a p es t ere were two di erent words to re er to t e o t , one t at e ongs 
to a creat re associated wit  ngra Main  and t e ot er or t e eag e o  epanta Main  is 
distinction disso ved in t e co rse o  ti e, especia   t e do inance o  s a , w ic  vanq is ed 
t e prevai ing oroastrianis  e iniscences o  t ese pairs can e o nd now, sed wit  a ost 
identica  eaning, in di erent ranian ang ages  
11  t see s t at ersian acq ired t e word or sc e ater in its deve op ent, since as con r ed 

 Des ond D rkin Meisterernst persona  co nication , no s c  ter  is attested in an  Midd e 
ranian ang ages

1  ro  Midd e ersian hand m ‘ e er, i  
1 1  Maddadi 1  1  as given two ore eanings or dom ar  one is t e top argin o  a 
tro ser w ere t e waist and is passed t ro g ; t e second eaning is a specia  pocket in a tro ser to 
sit ate a e genita s
1  or a detai ed disc ssion on t ese categories o  ver s, see 1 1 e ow  
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sed, as we  as or wearing tro sers  is s ows t at t e word pa is a so po se
o s and eans ot  ‘ oot  and ‘ eg

nteresting , od  parts are a so wide  represented in ak tiari ove songs 
and in o rning rics descri ing corpora  erits o  t e e oved one or o  t e 
ove  deceased person  

 p -e pa pe ir123 pe ir, i e q l mri / al-e a =et h -e r,  
 m l -e Ta ri  

   ack-EZ eg c eese c eese, c est pen worked  o ow EZ nave o r  poo EZ Kowsar, 
       and EZ a riz

‘ e acks o  o r ank es are w ite as  c eese, s oot  as  c eese, o r 
oso  is tattooed wit  veins  e o ow o  o r nave  is awz e Kowsar, 

1 t e and o  a riz  a an  satrian, 1

 ine ro  a pop ar a rive1  r ns  

 dei = m e a=t ey mar-e m r-i/ - r-i ti-a ia, tiš i l ri   
 religio s d ties=my on nec =yo r oh sna e ez ant attr  not eat yo  eye pl lac , nec    
 long and white
   ‘  eg o , o  snakes and ants  don t eat t e ack e es and t e ong and rig t   
    neck o   e oved

e corpora  est etics associated wit  so e od  parts wi  e ro g t into 
oc s in t eir d e p ace

o e parts o  t e od  are associated wit  e otions  iy r ‘ iver , del ‘ eart  
and tiš i ‘t roat  are t e p ace were e otiona  pain acc ates  e e cessive 
pain t rns t e eart or iver into ood, ence, i  e del ‘ ood to eart=  o  

ood , w ic  is an e pression o  ti ate pain t at can ead to deat

8  r-e- e š va=m i- er-e, i  e del= m erð 
‘ e o , doesn t isten to e, t rned  eart into ood  e is ki ing e  

i  e iy r ‘ it  ood to iver; ood covered iver  is a so sed in t is conte t, 
t it pro a  is cop ing t e ersian e pression  e e r

o e str ck in t e tiš i ‘t roat  wit  too c  pain, is considered ata ; ence 
c rses s c  as
1  enir ‘c eese  ersian c eese, eing ver  w ite and s oot  in te t re, is a constant eta
p or a ong a t r s as we  as ot er ranian no adic and se i no adic peop es K rds, r ns, 

a s, etc , denoting t e e oved s reast, egs, e , etc  a an  satrian 1 1 1
1 . hæwz e owsær ‘a o ntain and reservoir o  nectar in aradise  a an  satrian 1 1 1
1 . a rive as a no n re ers to t e nera  songs and as a ver  to singing s c  songs  e pop ar 
o k et o og  divides t e word into a ‘cow  and rive ‘cr ing , ence ‘cr ing and oaning ike 

a cow  not er o k et o og  re ates a to t e sa e root as vesten aa aa and ded ces t e 
eaning o  ‘singing and cr ing   a  not certain a o t t e rst part, t  nd it q ite p a si e t at 

t e second part is ro  M  gr w ‘t roat  see  , ta e , ppendi   e ow  wit  e as an 
attri tive s
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 d rd= m me -e tiš i-t e -a-he
  ‘Ma   pain strike o  in t e t roat  

del ‘ eart , in itse , as ot er e otiona  i portance  t is t e seat o  ove, ope, 
co rage, desire, vo ition and patience   t ese are ani ested in t e creation o  
severa  del re ated co po nds and e pressions, a ew o  w ic  are presented ere   

1. e del iðe  ‘to eart to e = agree; c oose ; 
2. t š-e del r erðe  ‘ re eart ind to do = to soot e, to paci ;
3. r -e del p i iðe  ‘ ister eart EZ to c ap = to soot e  revenge ; 
4. del -a iðe  ‘ eart water to eco e = to s er ;
5. del - erðe  ‘ eart water to do = to ake s er; to ake so e od s 

o t  water ;
6. del e  eiðe  ‘ eart to water to strike = to risk ;
7. del i del erðe  ‘ eart wit o t eart to do = to esitate ; del del erðe  

‘ eart eart do = to esitate ;
8. del del eiðe  ‘ eart eart eat = to do t ;
9. del dašte  ‘ eart to ave = to e deter ined; wi ing to do so et ing ;
10. del di erðe  ‘ eart s oke to do = to pit , to ave erc ;
11. del te  ‘ eart to rn = to pit , to ave erc ;
12. del=  l  erðe  ‘ eart and intestines water to do = to ca se na sea  ;
13. del ahaðe  ‘ eart to p t down = to eco e disappointed ; 
14. m-e del ‘ t st EZ  eart = appropriate; desira e ;
15. da -e del-i ‘ rn EZ eart ATTR = vengeance ;
16. del- ah-i ‘ eart want ATTR = ar itrariness; wit  p eas re ;
17. del-r hm ‘ eart erc  = kind ;
18. del-r še  ‘ eart rig t = app , opti ist ;
19. del- t-e ‘ eart ang id = aint earted ;
20. del- a  ‘ eart p re = na ve ;
21. del- de ‘ eart e t  = patient ; 

t o g  del o tn ers a  t e ot er organs in creating e pressions, ot er 
parts o  t e od  terna  or nterna  a so p a  t eir s are in e pressing e otion
a  states; so e e a p es are   

22. hle p e te  ‘ga  adder to rst = rsting o  t e ga  adder  
ca sed  e tre e ear w ic  can e ata
23. i riðe  ‘knee to c t = na e to stand on t e knees o t o  ear 
and worries  
24. e i v te  ‘ ro knee to a = na e to stand on t e knees o t o  
atig e

25. t e ariðe  ‘pa to scrac = itc ing o  t e and pa  w ic  is 
interpreted as anno ncing good ck and receiving a ot o  one
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3.1.2.1 The organization of the tables

n previo s cross ing istic works on o k ta ono , a consens s as deve
oped t at t e cognitive  ore sa ient concepts ere od  parts  are genera  
a e ed wit  an ‘ nana za e pri ar  e e e  rown, 1  ; ‘ asic ter s  

er in and Ke  1  or si p e  ter s n e d et a ,  1  n t e organiza
tion o  ak tiari od  parts, too, words are divided into two categories o  si p e  
and co p e  ter s  n eac  ta e, rst t e si p e  ter s are isted and t e co p e  
ter s wi  o ow  ac  co p e  ter  is s pported  a word or word g oss in t e 
t ird co n to provide a ore vivid idea o  t e concept a  eaning o  eac  ter

evera  orp o ogica  processes are sed to ake t e co p e  ter ino og , 
s c  as s ation, red p ication and co po nding t t e a or one is t e za e 
constr ction see  e ow  

ro  an inventor  o   od  parts ter s on   ter s are co p e  ap
pro i ate    and t e rest are orp o ogica  si p e e e es t at are a  
co on  known

e od  parts are categorized into ve gro ps  ace, terna , nterna , odi
 prod cts and ni a  od  parts  n additiona  categor , on g ration parts o  

t e od , is a so presented ere  t is ode ed on Ma id  , t e si i
arit  o  t e concepts and t e or s were too intrig ing to e ignored

e present inventor  is c assi ed according to t e ak tiari perception o  
od  parts and t eir spatia  distri tion  ere ore, t e o owing od  parts are 
ore considered as e onging to t e ace t an interna  organs  ir ‘canine toot , 
spid , a ili ‘ o ar toot , mil m ‘g , m la  ‘pa ate ,  ‘pa ate ,  

‘tong e , d ð  ‘toot  and i št ‘ ront teet

ac  ta e as t ree co ns  n t e rst co n, t e ak tiari ter s are isted, 
w erever app ica e, ro  t e pper ost part o  t e od  to t e owest part  e 
words re ated to t e sa e od  parts are isted toget er, in a seq ence  e second 
co n contains t e c osest ng is  eq iva ent o  t e ter s  n co n t ree so e 
e tra in or ation is provided, especia  or eac  co p e  ter , its constit ents 
are g ossed as a percept a  g ide

3.1.2.2 Face and its Parts

a e 1 indicates t e ak tiari ter s re erring to ace, w ic  can ro g  e 
e p ained as t e area in t e ront o  t e ead, not covered  wo en s traditiona  

eadgear  1  ere ore, it does not inc de t e ears and neck  e de a t word 
or ace, sed in ever da  speec , is ri, eq iva ent to Modern ersian r  and ot  

1  ee t e p oto in ootnote 1 , re ated to t e word torne.
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ro  Midd e ersian r y 1  n t e ra ic oan ir t ‘ or , ace , t e sa e c ange 
is evident co pare to ersian r t  is word is s a  eard in conversations 
ig  in sed wit  ersian words and e pressions  šel  and elešt, on t e ot er 
and, re er to t e ace as a nit, not so c  as a p sica  entit

26. t            šel =e =e      did-i 
      o   we    ace=BP.3SG=DEF    see PST-2SG

      ‘Did o  get a good ook at er is ace  

n t e a ove e a p e, šel  can a so ean ‘appearance   one re ers to t e 
so e od s appearance in a pe orative wa , t e e pression in t e e a p e e ow  
is s a  sed

27. elešt-e  ad m-i   -dar-e     me -i 
      ook=EZ                an ATTR      NER ave PRS SG      s ppose PRS SG

     ‘ is  er ace doesn t ook an

e ated to t is concept o  co p e ion as a w o e is t e ter  ši va w ic  can e 
ro g  trans ated as ‘si i arit  in co p e ion

28. e ši va       da=t      v rd- m=et   e a 
      TO- VA         MOT ER=BP.2SG     BR NG.PRS-1SG=BP.2SG  TO P ACE

      ‘  recognized o  ased on o r ot er s co p e ion

ere is anot er word ei , in so e o t ern ranian ang age varieties, w ic  
is t o g t to e an ng is  oan ace  1 8 n ak tiari it is sed s a  in a pe o
rative anner

29. ei   ei =e    
   OO .PRS FACE=BP.3SG  
  ‘ Look at er is ace  

re t ‘co p e ion, ook  as t e sa e sage as ei

1  is pattern o  p ono ogica  c ange ro  t e Midd e ersian to ak tiari and Modern ersian 
can e traced in ot er od  part words, as we  

Middle Persian       Modern Persian  Bakhtiari 

   m    mi ‘ air
n   n    in ‘ ood

r dig   r de h    re/ivin ‘intestines  
ga g   æl    e/ili ‘t roat
z n g   zan    z ni ‘knee
pa g   pæhl    pæhli ‘side

t s o d e noted t at t is p eno enon is not e c sive  or od  part ter s and can a so e 
o nd in ot er voca aries

1 8  or a disc ssion on ng is  oan words in ak tiari see and appendi  
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ti  ‘ ore ead  is a ver  pro inent od  part, since it is e ieved t at ever one s 
destin  is written on t eir ore ead   ig  and wide ore ead is est etica  ore 
p easant; t e roader t e ore ead, t e ig er wo d e t e c ance o  a good ort ne

s or t e e e, t e princip e word is ti/ ti  t o g  t ere are so e co p e  
words to descri e di erent parts o  e e, s c  as a e ti ‘e e a ; t m-e ti ‘center 
o  t e e e  or p re d -e ti ‘e e id , in practice t e detai ed seg entation o  t e e e 
see s not to e concept a  ver  sa ient since ti/ ti  is t e on  word s a  sed 
to re er to a  t e parts o  t e e e  is ack o  sa ience eco es ore apparent 
considering t e ter  t m-e ti w ic  itera  eans t e seed o  t e e e and it in
c des ot  t e cornea and t e p pi  t was q ite a c a enge to nd a speci c ter  
t at re ers so e  to t e p pi  o  t e e e  e a orit  o   ak tiaris se on  ti, 
w i e ot ers ave t m-e ti in t eir e icon, as we  er  ew ak tiaris, on  one 
o t o  ore t an twent  peop e t at  asked speci ca , are aware o  t e e istence 
o  t e word i / ivi  ‘t e t ing t at sees, t e p pi  Maddadi 1  1  

is p eno enon is apparent  not ang age speci c  rown and itkowski 
1 81   report t at o t o  118 ang ages nder s rve , on   ad a a e  or 

t e p pi  and conc ded t at t e p pi  as a arked stat s w ic  is ‘ ow in sa ience 
and in req ent  cross ing istica  eir ot er nding was t at ‘s ig t  over one 
t ird o  t e ang ages o  t e wor d eq ate t e p pi  wit  a an or an ike 
o ect  e second cross ing istic req ent e pression or t e p pi  11 o t o   
eq ates t e p pi  wit  ‘ a seed or si i ar o ect e g  a kerne  or acorn  n ike 

rown and itkowski 1 81  1 , w o in erred ‘  seed p pi  ana og  draws on 
s ape and per aps size si i arit ,  t ink t at in t e case o  ak tiari, t e centra
it  o  t is part is t e reason e ind its deno ination  

e ot er two ter s i / ivi  ‘p pi  and šæ-h-i ti ‘ ackness o  t e e e , 
owever, see  to e ore nco on  ivi  and its s orter or  i  con

sists o  t e present ste  o  t e word ‘to see  vi -/ i  and in case o  ivi  
p s t e i perative  s nctive pre  i-  p s a s   n severa  ranian 
ang ages  is considered as a di in tive s , ike t e re evant e a p e o  
ersian m rd m-  ‘p pi  w ic  itera  eans ‘peop e itt e  

n ak tiari, owever, t e predo inant di in tive s es are - l and - li/ 
- le  e eaning o   is not ver  eas  to interpret  Lazard 1  8  in t e 
disc ssion o  t is s  in anot er so t western ang ge, ersian, descri es  as 

t  or s, ro  no ns or ad ectives, derivatives wit  a concrete eaning  n 
ak tiari t ere are instances w ere it can ean ‘ ike  wit  an nder ing di in
tive interpretation as in t e word  š  ‘t e o ter part o  a oo  w ic  can 
itera  e g ossed as s oe s a  or in ar-  ‘ e ora  ead , -  eans ‘ ike , 

s ggesting t e si i arit  o  t e e ora  ead to a po egranate  n so e ot er 
words it is e ica ized as in  ‘ank e , t ere ore, t e w o e word is considered 
as a si p e  t in an  ot er words it see s to e so et ing c ose to t e ‘agent  
o  an action  

L D 
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n regard to i / ivi , t e e act eaning is not, as one e pects, ‘a s a  
an t at sees , t rat er ‘so et ing t at sees  1

šæ-h-i ti  ‘t e ackness o  t e e e , on t e ot er and, con or s to on  two 
o  t e ang ages ro  t e rown and itkowski co ection t at ave e pressions 
or p pi  wit  e eded concept o  co or  in ai ‘t e ack c i d o  t e e e  and in 

Do a ‘dark at er o  t e e e  1 81  

o conc de t e disc ssion o  t e e e, it is wort  entioning t at green and 
e e es are not rare a ong ak tiaris, t it is ig and rig t e es t at are ost 

avored; co ined wit  air skin, ond air and w ite teet , t e  representing t e 
ti ate ea t , especia  or wo en  

e word t, apart ro  its core eaning ‘nose , as spatia  eanings, as 
we  ‘in ront  peak , as e g  in ra t-e t=et ‘in ront o  o r nose = straig t  or 

tæ ‘peak o  a o ntain  

 ong, on  nose is considered to e a ore ea ti  one, as opposed to a 
s ort and at nose, w ic  is considered as inco p ete and ver  g

ro  severa  ter s or o t , mer as t e ost i ited nction   persona  
eard it on  in t e e pression mer e æw ahade  ‘ o t to water p t , i e  

t e ost avora e ak tiari post re or drinking water, in w ic  one sq ats  
aspring or strea  o  water, t en ean on is ands and i erse is ips and o t  
into t e water 1   

ro  1 ter s re ated to t e ace,  a ost  are ono orp e ic  t 
s o d e noted t at t e co e  words are sed as a e ica  nit in ever da  con

1  gnes Korn 1  8  as a so noticed a si i ar s  –æ  in er description o  a gardi, 
anot er so t west ang age   

 e s  ak

ario s instances are o nd o  a s  ak, w ic  reca s t e ersian di in tive s  o  t e sa e 
or  n so e words, it see s to e e ica ized e g  ra  ‘ o rt  q antit  entit  ro  r ‘ o r , 

or to e t e di in tive s  e g  man ala  ‘pot , o a  ‘ o  vs  man al,  d   
n a s a  n er o  instances, owever, a di in tive interpretation eit er itera  or in t e sense 

o  endear ent or a i iarit  does not see  possi e, c  m sta n in  vs  instances o  m st n  
e sew ere in t e sa e te t

 t la=i   xwara=       ham       m sta      mon   a xwar ed      m     e- r     e an-
acka =EZ  acc sto ed=IND  DEM og rt P     IPFV eat.PRS-3SG          w at    SBJV do PRS-1SG

‘  acka  w o knows  o se keeps eating t is og rt o  ine  at can  do  t  1

i e it is di c t to e c de t at a given instance o  –a  is a di in tive, cases s c  as  w ere a 
di in tive interpretation does not s ggest itse  are re arka e since eddiqi ez ad 1  s ggests 
t e possi e e istence o  a de nite arker –a  see ection , w ic  reca s t e de nite artic e aka  
o  entra  and o t ern K rdis
1  is action is ore pop ar a ong en t an wo en
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verstions and t e  are isted as s c  in Maddadi 1 , as we  n eac  ta e, an 
atte pt is ade to ist t e words, w enever possi e, ro  t e ore genera  parts 

od , ace  to t e s a er parts, and ro  t e top ost part to t e owest ocated 
on t e od  or ace

Table 3.1.2: Face and its parts 
The Term                    Meaning                                        Other Information

 Simplex 

ri   ‘ ace     
ir t   ‘ ace

šel     ‘co p e ion
elešt   ‘co p e ion

re t   ‘co p e ion, ook
ti     ‘ ore ead      
šiš    ‘te p e

r     ‘e e row
ti   ‘e e      a so ti   
mer e   ‘e e as

p   ‘c eek      
l p    ‘area ro  c eek one to t e ower aw

l p   ‘c eek      ersian oan 
t   ‘nose      

d ma     ‘nose      a so d ma
l / l p  ‘ ip      a so d h
d    ‘ o t     
p / /e   ‘ o t      a so p , p e 
i l    ‘ o t  and ips

mer    ‘ o t ; sno t
ir   ‘canine toot , c spid
a ili   ‘ o ar toot

mil m   ‘g
m la    ‘pa ate

i št   ‘ ront teet
   ‘pa ate

   ‘tong e
d ð    ‘toot
i levar1 1  ‘ aw
š l / š l   ‘ aw

   ‘c in
evi l   ‘ o stac e

ri š   ‘ eard
1 1  n ak tiari, a g otta  stop is prod ced nat ra  and e ore an  initia  vowe  or ore disc s
sion see 1  e ow
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 Complex 

d r -e ti           ‘t e idd e ine o  t e ore ead  it opening o - ore ead
di -e šiš h          ‘t e edge o  te p e    it tai  o te p e
p re d -e ti          ‘e e id     it cover o e e

i - / i-vi -         ‘e e p pi     it see doer 
a e ti           ‘e e a     it ow e e

t m-e ti          ‘cornea and p pi ; center o  t e e e   it seed o e e
š -h-i ti                     ‘p pi     it ack ATTR e e
pi d-i ti           ‘w ite part o  t e e e   it w ite ATTR e e

per -e t            ‘a a o  t e nose    it ea o  nose; 
       = pær e noft
ti -e t           ‘nose ade    it ade o nose
ila t            ‘nostri     it o e nose

d ð  r-i           ‘per anent toot    it toot go d ATTR 
d ð ir            ‘c spid     it toot o d 
d ð  m r ari            ‘ i k toot    it toot pear  
d ð  i- a-h-i            ‘ i k toot    it toot t rd cow   
       ATTR132.
pa l -i             ‘side rn    it oot air ATTR

al-e e            ‘c in c e t; di p e   it o ow o c in
di -e š l              ‘end o  aw    it tai o aw

3.1.2.3 External parts of the body 

e a or portion o  t e words in t e present inventor  a ost  e ongs 
to t e e terna  parts o  t e od  t o  t e 1  ter s, 1 are ono orp e ic 

 n severa  cases, t e co p e  ter s re er to e act  t e sa e od  part 
as t e si p e es, t t e  c ari  ore detai s, e g mer  ‘e ow  and el-e mer  
‘side o e ow = e ow

o re er to t e e t or rig t side o  t e od , t e odi er co es a ter t e od  
ter , preceded  an za e arker -e, e g  d t-e ra t wit  t e itera  eaning 
‘ and o rig t  n so e arked cases t e de nite arker co es a ter t e odi
er, e g  ele  ir-e ‘ nger s a t e  e w o e co po nd acts as a e ica  nit  

od  is re erred to in a n er o  wa s, as disc ssed in t e introd ctor  section 
o  t e od  parts

ere are two words to re er to t e ead; r and le, ot  s ared wit  an
i a s, t t e second one can ave a pe orative eaning w en re erring to 

ans  r as a so t e spatia  eaning o  ‘top  or ‘t e eginning  m la - h  
‘pa ate p ace= anterior ontane e  is t e e terior part rig t a ove t e interna  
part m la  ‘pa ate   ig ead is considered as a sign o  ords ip and grande r 

1  t indicates t e rit a  o   r in a en i k toot  into t e res  t rd o  a cow
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w ereas ig eet are sign o  adversit  and is ap 1  t is wort  entioning t at 
r-š r asica  eans ‘ ead was , w ic  indicates t e re igio s and c t ra  

a it o  going to t e at  was ing eads  on  w en t e enstr a  period ends  

M tip e words are in se to re er to di erent kinds o  air  mi is sed to re er to 
t e air on t e ead  mel, on t e ot er and, re ers to ani a  air and t e od  air 
o  ans   wo an is respected ore wit  ong air  e raided air and a so 
t e t r e see ootnote 1  e ow  o  a wo an is considered as a sacred entit  
t r e is act a  a air st e, a nc  o  t e ront air twisted on t e ot  sides o  
t e ace 1 ere ore, c tting raids wit  scissors or a kni e and co pi ing t e  on 
t e grave is a sign o  e tre e o rning and pa ing respect to t e deceased one  o 
sco d a wo an, one a  ca  er p l terašte ‘s aven eaded  p h l is sed ore 
in t e sense o  tress or raid  

 n er o  ter s descri e t e neck, in its tip e appearances and nctions  
rðe  is t e de a t word or t e neck  a see s to e ore speci c or t e 

ower part o  t e neck, w ere a neck ace, a- d e  ‘neck astener , is s a  
worn  l ri is t e ost pro e atic ter  and t e cons tants co d not agree on 
its rea  eaning  o e even said it eans ike l r ‘crista , g ass ware , t t is 
interpretation is pro a  a ected  t e ersian words l r and its attri tive 
or  l ri ‘w ite, s in , transparent  tiš i can e ot  e terna  and interna , e

ca se on t e one and it indicates t e point w ere an ani a s t roat is c t, and on 
t e ot er and, as entioned ear ier, it is considered to e t e point w ere pain and 
sorrow acc ates and can conseq ent  eco e ata  swo en

o ders and t eir seg ents are a so re erred to  tip e si p e  and 
co p e  ter s  š  ‘s o der , m l ‘s o der ade , h t-e m r ‘s o der 

ade , m l=  š  ‘s o der and r=  m l ‘ pper ack and s o ders   distinc
tion s o d e ade ere  o s o der so et ing or so e responsi i it  is e
pressed  m l ‘s o der ade  and not  š  ‘s o der  eing ta  and road 
s o dered wit  a st rd  od  is a privi ege or ot  en and wo en, e ping 
t e  to ave pro inence and ore sta ina and vivacit

n a e , a ter t e ter s or s o der, t e ter s or ar  and and are pre
sented and t e ter s or t e rest o  t e tr nk wi  o ow  

1   prover  descri ing t is view goes as  
sær e æp nemæt e, pa æp ne æt e
‘a ig ead is a gi t, a ig oot is a is ort ne

1  ere are p otos s owing t is t pica  ak tiari wo en air st e

L D 
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t o g  ot  t and ele  can ave t e genera  eaning o  digits, t eir 
ore sa ient re erents are and ngers, and to re er to toes, t e za e constr ction 

is sed ele -e pa or t-e pa ot  eaning ‘ nger o oot

e  a so e ongs to ot  t e and and oot, a t o g  ere again, t e pri ar  
re erent is ngernai  Long nai s are t o g t o  as de onic w en co ined wit  
ti pele iðe ‘ ging e es  and ong e ow teet , t e  are t e tr e personi cation 
o   atan

o re er to ar s and its di erent sections severa  si e  words are sed, a ost 
interc angea , s c  as l  ‘ar pit , l ‘ar pit, t e side o  t e od , 
d t  ‘ar  and and , el ‘ pper ar , hi ‘ pper ar  as we  as t e co p e  
ter  i r- el ‘ar pit   t wo d e a good idea to app  t e od  co oring et od, 
introd ced  an taden and Ma id , to designate t e e act e tension o  

tip e ter s or ar pit, side o  t e od  and ack  is wi  certain  e done 
or t is inventor  in t e t re e d trips

enera , t ick and sto t i s, wrist and ank e are ore avored since t e  
are t o g t to increase t e c ance o  s rviva  a ong t e peri o s and ca a ito s 

igration ro tes

ere are a so tip e ter s to re er to eg and oot  pa is a cover ter  t at 
re ers to ot , w i e le  pri ari  eans ‘ eg  li  is ost  sed to re er to ong 
egs in a not ver  avora e wa  

o e words s c  as eš m and m can ean ot  ‘sto ac and ‘ e , 
t ere ore, t e  can e categorized as ot  interna  and e terna  od  parts

e di erent ter s or a e genita s are pro a  regiona  and dia ecta  variet
ies  nteresting  or e a e genita s t ere is on  one word sed w ic  is sed in 

an  ot er ranian ang ages inc ding ersian

ro  t e t ree di erent words or skin,  p t ‘skin a so a t o g  an o d word,1  
can e a oan ro  ersian  t  ‘skin , owever, is t e de a t ak tiari word or 

an and ani a  skin as we  as t e ark o  a tree  m rt ‘skin; a er  a t o g  can 
e sed or o ter skin, it asica  eans t e e rane o  t e interna  organs, as in 

t e e pression  m rt-e del= m r hð ‘  eart is pee ed to i strate t e intensit  
o  ear  sit ation t at t e person as e perienced

Table 3.1.3: External parts of the body
The Term                      Meaning                                  Other Information

 Simplex 

laš    ‘ od
t    ‘ od

ð    ‘ od

1   
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ð /am  ‘ od
le   ‘ ead             s ared etween peop e and   

                ani a s
r   ‘ ead      

mi   ‘ air      
mel   ‘ od  air, air  
p h l   ‘ air     
t r e   ‘t e decorative nc  o  air on ot  side o  a wonan s ace   

it   ‘a air t read
de al   ‘te p e air
i    ‘tress
a l    ‘crest  t t airst e

lale   ‘crown, sincip t
   ‘crown; verte ; parting

š   ‘ear
l    ‘ear o e
rðe   ‘neck

a   ‘neck, t roat
l ri1    ‘neck, t roat, terna  notc   
lmate    ‘ ack o  t e neck

tiš i   ‘t roat             t e area rig t down ro    
                t e da s app e, terna  notc
š     ‘s o der
m l   ‘s o der ade

l    ‘ar pit
l    ‘ar pit, t e side o  t e od

d t    ‘ar  and and
el   ‘ pper ar

hi   ‘ pper ar
are    ‘e ow
mer    ‘e ow
m    ‘wrist

t   ‘ nger  toe
ele    ‘ nger  toe

li    ‘t e itt e nger
m t1    ‘ st
t e/   ‘pa  o  t e and
p e   ‘ ve and ngers
p lm   ‘pa  p s ve ngers w en open
p al e   ‘pa  p s ve and ngers

e    ‘nai
i e   ‘c est

1 . ol ri s elæws e zal=e
1  ee i age t ree ro  ta e  e ow

L D 
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r   ‘ p, nc
   ‘ nc

pe t     ‘ reast
/    ‘ reast; dder

m me   ‘ reast
tel   ‘ e

m r   ‘ ack      ack, ower ack, waist 
p št   ‘ ack

l   ‘ pper ack
teri    ‘t e indented part o  t e spine
m hr    ‘verte ra
aleme   ‘groin, t ig
pa   ‘ oot, eg
le    ‘ eg
li    ‘ eg engt

v/ e   ‘ ip oint
r    ‘t ig

i/ i  ‘knee
t   ‘s ank

te    ‘ca
   ‘ank e

t   ‘ ttocks
e d   ‘ ttocks, otto

l m    ‘ ttocks
rde             ‘t e area in t e ack w ere kidne s are ocated    

    interna
a     ‘nave , e  tton

eš m   ‘sto ac , e
m   ‘sto ac ; e

tel   ‘ e
p h li   ‘sides o  t e e  to t e ack  covering kidne  parts wit   
       t e spine as t e order ine

ð   ‘waist, oins, s a  o  ack
ma e   ‘spine
ri al                              ‘t e ne skin nder e  t e starting point o  p ic  
                                                                       air growt
qi    ‘an s      t is word is act a    
                    prono nced wit  a   
       nasa ized/i/, t s [q ]
il    ‘an s

r1 8   ‘penis
m mele1   ‘penis

1 8  is word i strates one o  t e ew occ rrences o  a ong vowe  in ak tiari
1  e engt  o  t e vowe  in t is word co pensates or t e oss o  t e g otta  stop in t e origina  
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d l   ‘penis     a so š d l
d   ‘testic es
   ‘v va, vagina

rt   ‘p es
r m   ‘p es
m    ‘wart
p t   ‘skin
t    ‘skin
m rt   ‘skin; a er

 Complex 

m la - h   ‘anterior ontane e   it  pa ate p ace  
a e r  ‘sk     it owe ead
l ri tiš i  ‘t e engt  o  t e neck   it w iteness neck t roat

it-e a   ‘ otto  part o  t e neck  t roat  it end o neck
di - - er  ‘ ank     it tai water o d PRS

h t-e m r  ‘s o der ade    it one o twisted orns
m l=  š   ‘s o der    it s o der a   
       de and s o der

r=  m l  ‘ pper ack and s o ders  it p and  s o der   
       a de

-e pe t    ‘nipp e     it tip o reast
r-e pe t   ‘nipp e     it ead o reast

mi -    ‘ etween t e reasts   it id reast
el-e mer   ‘e ow     it side o e ow
i r- el   ‘ar pit     it e ow pper ar
ele  ir-e  ‘ itt e nger    it nger itt e t e t e   

       itt e nger
ele  it-e  ‘ itt e nger    it nger air t read    

       s a t e 
ele  p-e  ‘t     it nger ig t e
ele    ‘kn ck e    it knot o nger

t e d   ‘ idd e o  t e pa   it pa and
teri -e ma e  ‘t e indented part o  t e spine  it o ow  notc o spine
m hr-e p št  ‘verte ra    it ar verte ra o ack
d m ar   ‘waist ine    t e parting ine o  t e  
       od  into d m ar e i r  
       ‘waist ine and ower  and 
d m ar e ala                   ‘waist ine and pper

-di    ‘tai  one, cocc   it goat tai  
p -e   ‘ ttocks    it ack t e

ra ic word

L D 
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aye- t  ‘testic es    it egg ort ne
l=  d  ‘testic es and penis   it anging and testic e  

r  r   ‘ ack part o  t e pper eg  it go go
š -e i  ‘kneecap     it æš 1 o knee
r/ er-e i  ‘kneecap, pate a   it oint o knee
l-i t  ‘knee pit  pop    it ent ATTR knee

i r-te    ‘t e ower ca    it e ow o ower eg
d-e te   ‘gastrocne i s sc e; t e pro inent part o  t e ca

       it testic e o ower eg
d le te   ‘gastrocne i s sc e   it p o ower eg

p -e   ‘ ve toes    it ve t e
p -e pa  ‘ ve toes    it ve t e oot
e d-e pa/ e pa ‘ ee             it tto o oot    

       c in o oot
ele -e pa  ‘toe     it nger o oot

t e pa  ‘inside t e oot arc   it pa oot

3.1.2.4 Internal parts of the body
 

e interna  ter s consist aro nd 1  o  t e present data  e interesting point 
is t at t e si p e  and co p e  ter s are ver  c ose in n er  vers s 1  

ese statistics i strate t e act t at t e interna  organs and parts are ess sa ient, 
w ic  a  e si p  eca se t e  are not visi e  

Most o  t e ter s are s ared etween ans and ani a s, as wit  a  t e ot
er ta es  e ist co d e ore e tensive i  t e od  parts o  non do esticated 
ani a s were inc ded

o eti es t e co p e  words see  to e red ndant, giving t e sa e ean
ing as t eir si p e  co nterparts, as in t e case o  m  ‘ rain  and m -e r 
‘ rain  ere, or instance, t e rea  eaning o  m  is ‘ arrow  as indicated in 
t e e pression m -e h t  ‘ t e arrow o  t e one , as we  as its cognate 
in t e Midd e ersian maz  ‘ rain, arrow  Mackenzie 1 1  

n interesting concept is re ated to t e nave , w ic  see s to e s ared  
ot er peop es o  t e region 1 1 t is re ated to a see ing  i aginar  od  part t at 
ies rig t e ind t e nave  en t is organ drops or a s, ak tiari a  v te  

‘nave to a , t e a ected person wi  e perience pain and weakness  e re ed  
is to re ocate t e nave  in its a ocated p ace  n ak tiari it is done  a rit a ike 

anoe ver, s a   an e der  wo an

1  dried og rt a s kept or ater cons ption
1 1  o pare n a i DDi in Ma id   and awra i aha in asi 1  
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Table 3.1.4: Internal parts of the body
The Term                    Meaning                                           Other Information

 Simplex 

m    ‘ rain    is or  is ess     
      req ent  sed t an its co p e    
      or  mæz e sær

la e   ‘sk
eli/ ili  ‘t roat

hle   ‘ga  adder
del   ‘ eart, e
q l    ‘ eart
p    ‘ ngs  

deri   ‘inside    intra a do ina  viscera
r i / revi /rivi  ‘intestines

l   ‘intestines
ðe    ‘sto ac    s a  or ani a s, or peop e in a 

      pejorative sense
m   ‘sto ac ; e

eš m   ‘sto ac ; e
rdale   ‘kidne

iy r/ r  ‘ iver
e l   ‘sp een    a so  in a ation o  t e sp een 
      c o ec stitis
a   ‘pe vis

e/ te   ‘ one
h t   ‘ one
h t   ‘ one

var   ‘ske eton   g  a ver  skinn  person
pi h    ‘ at

št   ‘ es
r   ‘joint

r /y   ‘vein
m rt   ‘ e rane

 Complex     

r -i   ‘ at    it oi -ATTR

m -e r  ‘ rain    it rain o ead  
r- r-i   ‘ sop ag s   it eat eat  ATTR

r- te   ‘ ones and ri s   it ær1 one

1  e rst part o  t is co ination does not ave an  specia  eaning

L D 
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r - r -   ‘carti age   it r r 1 itt e doer1  
e d-e m hr  ‘ ar verte ra  it piece o  verte ra

d-e ma e  ‘spina  cord   it rope o spine
iy r-e e pi ð  ‘ ngs    it iver t e w ite
iy r/ r š h  ‘ iver    it iver ack

p -i    ‘ ngs    it p -ATTR

p  e pi ð  ‘ ngs    it p w ite
d  p  ‘sp een    it and e t1

ar-   ‘ e ora  ead   it po egranate ike a so  
      ænaræ/ænar
er er   ‘joint    it knot knot
er-h t-e d t  ‘ er s or ore i  it joint one and ar
er-h t-e pa  ‘ e r    it joint one eg oot

la e r  ‘sk    it owe 1 ead
me te-ð   ‘ adder   it rine container
v r- ar  ‘ es at on t e e  it ront cover1 work
ar- t-e a  ‘joints o  t e pe vis  it o r o der o pe vis

del-  l  ‘inside sto ac  p s intestines     
      it eart and intestines a

3.1.2.5 Bodily products
a e  contains words and ter s t at are not parts o  t e od  per se t 

are re ated to t e se antic do ain o  od  parts  t is notewort  t at o t o  an in
ventor  o   words, on   are co p e  w ic  is an indication o  ig  concept a  
sa ience o  t ese ter s  ese no ns can co ine wit  certain ver s to e press t e 
re ated action  or e a p e r  eans ‘sweat  t ‘to sweat  is e pressed  t e 
e p o  t e ver  erðe  ‘to do  ence r  erðe  t er e a p es are  daðe  

‘ it so to give= to die ;  ðe  ‘ it art to dig= to art ;  eiðe  ‘ it
reat to it= to reat e

t s o d e noted t at t e ta e is or ed ased on an odi  prod cts, 
a t o g  so e o  t e ter s s c  as r  ‘sweat  or er  ‘p s  can a so e sed or 
ani a s 1 8 e ani a  odi  prod cts are inc ded in t e o owing ta e , 
w ic  is designed e c sive  to represent od  parts o  ani a s  

1  e rst two parts o  t is co po nd are ono atopoeic words  e sa e e e e e ists in ver s 
s c  as r ide  or r  r  erde , ot  eaning ‘to c o p
1  or ore in or ation regarding t is s , see 1  a ove
1  t is re ered to in a sentence s c  as  tir ærd e dæs æp es ‘t e et it its sp een
1  is word does not e ist separate  e provided eaning is j st a g ess ased on t e si i arit  
o  t e words ase ‘ owe wit  ælase and t e s ape o  t e sk  w ic  is ike a ow  t an contains 
t e rain
1  ot s re a o t its eaning ere
1 8  is is an e a p e s owing ow t e sa e ter s are sed or t e ani a s    

= m r  erðe ‘M  orse as sweated
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Table 3.1.5: Bodily products
The Term                       Meaning                                         Other Information

 Simplex 

r    ‘sweat
l m  ‘sp t

er    ‘p s
d m   ‘gas; ede a

   ‘so , spirit
t    ‘spitt e

er   ‘ ig in ected oi
še te   ‘vo it

i   ‘e cre ent
h    ‘e cre ent

e de   ‘e cre ent
   ‘ art

ter   ‘ art
t    ‘gas  wind
er   ‘wrink e

me te   ‘ rine
mi    ‘ rine
m    ‘wart
m     ‘snot

   ‘ reat  
   ‘ oa  o t

ever    ‘dandr
r    ‘ ister

t hm   ‘seed
hi    ‘ ood     a so i

 Complex 

=  t   ‘catarr    it interjection and spitt e
-e amar  ‘se en     it water o ack oins 
-e t hm  ‘se en     it water o seed testic e 

er -e š  ‘ear wa    it p s o ear 
rm-i   ‘ras es     it war ATTR 

pi š-   ‘ rine     it ront water 
r-š r   ‘ enses    it ead was  

adet1 -i   ‘ enses    it a it ATTR 
rd-   ‘ i e     it e ow water

 
1  ra ic oan
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3.1.2.6 Additional body parts and products of animals

e ani a  parts t at are inc ded in t e ta e  ain  e ong to t e do
esticated ani a s o  ak tiari no ads  e ist co d e ore e tensive i  t e 

od  ter s o  non do esticated ani a s were inc ded, words s c  as, ælm and 
ælmit w ic  ot  ean ‘t sk  is ta e contains odi  prod cts o  t e ani a s, 

as we

e sa ient parts t at are not entioned ere, s c  as ead, and or oot, are 
s ared  ans and can e o nd in t e a ove ta es o  t is section

Table 3.1.6: Additional body parts for animals 
The Term                    Meaning                                    Other Information

 Simplex 

al  ‘wing  
rm  ‘skin o  ani a
r  ‘ rine   

d š l  a at g and nder t e skin o  t e ani a s 
r  ‘ eat er  

ð   ‘t e o ars o  t e q adr peds  
q  ‘ irds crop   
r  ‘t e ow at and t in tai  o  a s eep
/  ‘ dder
r  ‘t e ow at and t in tai  o  a s eep  
  ‘t e  air o  a goat e  

a e at ‘ovine p acenta  
ele e  ‘tai one o  a s eep

li   ‘p acenta o  heiv 1  
li    ‘teats  
m r   ‘ ean ike g ands nder t e skin o  a goat  
mel  ‘ air e g  goat, wo   
m m a  ‘cow s w ite disc arge at t e ti e o  ating   

iš   ‘ a  o  t e od ; one a  o  a cow or ovine s od  
  ‘ eak

p r  ‘ eat er
p šm  ‘woo
pe er  ‘powder  cr s ed an re o  ovine, orse, donke  and ovine  
peš el  ‘ovine s d ng  
qe   ‘antenna; twisted tai  e g  scorpion  
ri al  ‘t e dried o t water  stoo  st ck to t e s eep woo  and air  

1 . heiv  re ers to a categor  o  ani a s consisting o  s eep, goat, cow, orse and donke  or a 
ore detai ed disc ssion on ani a  c assi cation see 1 e ow
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ša   ‘ orn   
r   ‘ orn  

i l  ‘t e skin nder an ewe s tai  
mat  ‘donke  and orse d ng  
m li  ‘t e itt e oo  o  a cow  ovine  

t e  ‘dried d ng orse, donke  and ovine  
t l   ‘dew ap o  a cow and ewe  
t pal    ‘cow d ng  
tart  ‘water  aeces o  ani a s  
yal   ‘ ane  
ehe   ‘ e a e ani a s genita s

 Complex 

el- - e- i ‘t e s a  intestine o  a  t e ani a s  it eters to stoo  
ir-e  ‘a dog s c spid     it c spid EZ dog 

š š ‘ovine s s a  intestine    it p PRS p PRS 
š-  ‘t e o ter part o  a oo   it s oe s a ike 

p r-p r-i ‘t e sto ac  o  ovine  orse and ovine  it  eat er eat er ATTR 
ri - hl -  ‘t e green water  stoo  o  ovine or cow ca sed  an in ated ga   

adder       it stoo ga  adder doer
ir- il  ‘tripe a  ani a s    it  

šir-šir-  ‘s a  rown g ands in t e sto ac  o  ovines     
       it i k i k doer
yal-ði   ‘ orse air     it ane tai  

3.1.2.7 parts of the body for measurement
Majid   raises t e iss e o  od  part ter s in nja i t at e press a 

and con g ration  e o tstanding si i arit  o  t ese ter s wit  t eir ak tiari 
cognates enco raged t e idea o  inc ding a e  in t is section  t contains 11 
p otos s owing diverse and con g rations t at ak tiaris se as eas re ents  
t s o d e noted t at t ese words, e cept or m t, are not considered as a od  

part, t ere ore, t e  are not inc ded in a ove ta es  t since or  con g ring 
t ese eas re ent nits, od  parts s c  as and, ngers and ar s are sed, t e 
inc sion o  t is ta e is j sti ed

n t e paragrap s o owing t e ta e, eac  pict re and t e re ated ter  wi  e 
e p ained

t s o d e noted t at t ese are not t e on  possi e eaning  and con g
rations in ak tiari, t ere a pre erence is ade to j st represent t e ones t at 

are sed or eas re ents

L D 



1

Table 3.1.7: Con guration parts of the body
The term                    mesurement                                   Other Information

ele t   ‘~ 20 cm’      

 

t lape   ‘a and      

    

 

   

y  m t                        ‘ it one st=two c pped ands

    

ar t                       ‘ it o r nger= t e engt  o   ngers  c   
    

           
  

-e ele      ‘ it tip o nger= one kn ck e  c   
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y  e d  ‘ it one  piece= as ig as two kn ck es     
    

           
    

pe dela e  ‘a itt e

 

          

 y    ‘ it one æz;  1  c     

             
  

im   ‘ it a æz;   c

     

         

y  l ‘ it one ar = as ig as t e area s own

           
   

y  ili   ‘ it one skirt= a ap
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 e rst pict re represents t e con g ration t at is sed to eas re t e redt  
ele t is co para e to ppa in nja i Majid   o eas re t e readt  

o  so et ing t e and is p aced on it as s own in t e pict re  n t e ne t ove, t e 
itt e nger sta s r , t e t  is oved towards it; w en it reac es it, t en t e 

t  wi  sta  and t e itt e nger oves a ong t e piece t at is eas red  ac  
ele t is appro i ate   centi eters, eas red ro  t e tip o  t e t  to t e 

tip o  t e itt e nger, as arked in t e p oto

t lape and m t are sed to eas re entities s c  as grains and seeds  e 
interesting point is t at t e two c pped ands con g ration is not ca ed d  t lape 
‘two tælape  t a m t, w i e t e pri ar  eaning o  t is word is ‘ st

ar t ‘ o r ngers  is a so sed to eas re t e readt  or engt  o  so e
t ing  s arked in t e p oto, t e distance etween t e tip o  t e inde  nger ti  
t e tip o  t e itt e nger is co nted, w ic  is appro i ate  8 centi eters

-e ele  ‘tip o nger  is sed to eas re iq ids, s c  as t e a o nt o  
water t at st e on top o  ncooked rice in a pot

e d is speci ca  sed to eas re pieces o  eat

ot a  t e cons tants co d agree on t e e act eaning o  pe dela e ‘a itt e  
ere was j st one consens s, viz t at it eans so et ing insigni cant  a p es 

inc ded ‘a ast and s a  c i d  or t e sa e con g ration, t e ter s h m-
d r ‘t is c  was a so entioned

 and im  are ot  sed to eas re t e engt  or readt  o  a piece o  
a ric  s i strated in t e p otos, ro  t e tip o  an o tstretc ed ar  to t e tip o  

t e nose, w i e t e ace is a so o tstretc ed to t e opposite direction o  t e ar , 
is considered to e one eter  o eas re  centi eters o  a piece o  a ric, one 
end is e d tig t in t e e tended and and t e ot er end wi  e p aced rig t in t e 

idd e o  t e ar , t e o ow point opposite o  t e e ow  

y  l is s a  sed to eas re arvested crops; indicating t e a o nt 
t at can e p aced etween t e c enc ed ands, w i e t e ar s are o tstretc ed 
ro  t e od , i e  an ar

ili  ‘skirt  is t e on  ter  in t e a ove ta e t at  no eans can e consid
ered a od  part   t e invo ve ent o  t e ands and ar s, owever, it can e 
sed to eas re so id o jects s c  as co ected acorns or grains, as s own in t e 

p oto  t is a so co para e to d r ‘ arge s aw  in nja i Majid  
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3.2 SPECIFIC TERMINOLOGY FOR FAUNA AND 
FLORA (Ethnobiology)

e ai  o  t is section is to e p ore t e wa s in w ic  ak tiari no ads see, 
perceive and categorize t eir nat ra  s rro ndings  is area o  researc , known 
as t no io og , is re ative  new1 1 and t e rst cognitive  oriented works on t e 
s ject dates ack to 1 s  e pioneer g re w o tried to concept a ize a  t e 
researc  done in t e e d is rent er in 1 , 1 , 1  and 1 , see a so 

er in, Dennis  reed ove and eter  aven 1 , 1

ese works were e p oring t e nda enta  si i arities etween t e see ing
 diverse o k ios ste atics   or a izing t e possi e princip es t at nder ie 

o k ta ono ies, sc o ars strive to nderstand t e concept a  asis o  t ese c as
si cations in t e an ind  er in et a  1  1 1  present nine princip es 
t at t e  e ieve were proven  t e data t at ave een gat ered in w at was 
ad itted  a s a  n er o  societies

ese princip es were sed in t e ana sis o  t e ak tiari data  s wi  e e
p ained e ow, t e ak tiari data do not a wa s atc  t e proposed princip es  e 
core o  er in s researc  is t e concept o  ierarc  in t e et no io ogica  c assi
cations t at are o nd in t e wor d s ang ages and c t res1  is ierarc  and 
its re ated ter ino og  is s arized in er in et a  1  

1  ere are at east ve, per aps si , ta ono ic et no io ogica  
categories w ic  appear to e ig  genera  i  not niversa  in 
o k io ogica  science  e  a  e na ed as niq e eginner, 
i e or , generic, speci c and varieta   categor  ca ed inter
ediate  is s ggested t rt er data wi  e req ired to esta is  

it r  enera , t e categor  e i iting t e argest n er o  
ta a is t e generic  eneric ta a ark t e ost sa ient concept a  
gro pings o  organis s in an  o k ta ono  and represent t e 

nda enta  nits in et no io ogica  c assi cation
 e ve et no io ogica  categories are arranged ierarc ica  

and ta a assigned to eac  rank are t a  e c sive  a a o  
t e sa e et no io ogica  categor  c aracteristica , t o g  not 
invaria , occ r at t e sa e eve  in an  o k ta ono ic str ct re

 e na ing o  ta a, w ic  occ r as e ers o  t e et no io

1 1  e idea o  c assi ing t e nat ra  wor d is  no eans new and can e traced ack to ato 
and ristot e, as we  as to t e ancient inese, ersian part  disc ssed rt er e ow  and ndian 
civi izations  e scienti c st d  o  s ste atic c assi cation a ong di erent an co nities, 
i e  t no io og , owever, is co parative  a o ng area o  researc  evert e ess, even t e ranked 
c assi cation o  nat re and ino ia  no enc at re, as deve oped and practiced toda  as a scienti c 
endeavor, can a so e considered to ave roots in t e Systema Nat rae 1   ar  Linnae s 1
1 8 , t e wedis  otanist, zoo ogist and p sician known as ‘t e at er o  odern ta ono
1  is idea was ater c a enged  severa  sc o ars, ost nota   eci   rown 1 , 
1 8 , tan  itkowsk  1 8  and gen nn 1
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ogica  categories, can e red ced to a s a  n er o  no en
c at ra  princip es w ic  are essentia  identica  in a  ang ages  
Li e or  and generic ta a tend to e a e ed  pri ar  e e es; 
speci c and varieta  ta a tend to e a e ed  secondar  e e es  

e niq e eginner is rare  na ed, t i  so, its a e  wi  e a 
pri ar  e e e  i e recognizing t at no enc at re and cate
gor  e ers ip st e ana zed separate , t ere see s to e 
strong evidence t at t e ing istic str ct re o  a p ant or ani a  
na e is s a  a good irror o  t e ta ono ic stat s o  t e cate
gor  w ic  it represents

e nda enta  q estions in t is e d, t ere ore, are w at e e ents o  nat re 
arese ected and ave received a ta on  pre scienti c or traditiona  co nities 
and w  t e  are categorized in t e wa  t e  are

 wo ain criteria can e o nd in t e iterat re to propose an answer to t e 
a ove enq iries; na e , an inte ect a  and a ti itarian one  roponents o  inte
ect a is , s c  as cott tran, propose, in rown s 1  8  words t at io
ogica  organis s are categorized and na ed  o k independent o  t e practica  

va es and ses species a  possess or t e  

rown rt er states t at er in in is inte ect a ist view t inks, et no io og
ica  know edge is nda enta  cognitive  otivated, entai ing perception o  or
ganis  sa ience in oca  environ ents and j dg ents concerning re ative degrees 
o  si i arit  and di erences a ong species  

ti itarianists s c  as gene nn, on t e ot er and,  arg e t at o k 
c assi cation o  p ants and ani a s is a eans or an eings to adj st to t eir 
environ ents  c assi ing and assigning na es j st to t ose species t at ave 
i portant, practica  conseq ences or an e istence rown 1   

ot  er in and rown e ieve t at in traditiona  societies, on  p ants and 
ani a s t at are ig  sa ient wi  receive a na e, t t is sa ience does not nec
essari  correspond to t eir se ness  a ience can e eit er intrinsic or c t ra  
ntrinsic sa ience re ers to so e innate eat res o  an organis  t at e p it to stand 

o t and to e noticed, eat res s c  as rig t co ors or a ig size  e c t ra  
sa ience re ers to t e ro e o  an organis  in or ing and at t e sa e ti e rep
resenting t e c t ra  aspects o  an co nities  n descri ing t is c t ra  
signi cance, er in 1  so eti es re ers to t e ti itarian aspects o  p ants 
and ani a s to prove t eir c t ra  signi cance  is is interpreted as a parado  in 

er in s arg entation and rown 1  8  reacts to t is point

  it see s reasona e to conc de t at ti itarianist con
siderations so eti es do indeed g re into t e deve op ent 
o  s ste s o  o k io ogica  c assi cation and na ing  iven 
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t at er in recognizes c t ra  i portance as a co ponent o  
sa ience, it is c rio s t at e does not reac  t is conc sion

s or t e ak tiari data, t ere e ists certain categorica  and no enc at ra  e
avior t at, as  wi  arg e e ow,  does not s pport eit er t e inte ect a istic or t e 
ti itarian approac  to et no io og  as it is represented in t e iterat re  is ack 

o  con or it  a  e interpreted as a res t o  ignoring t e s ste atics o  ancient 
ta ono ies s c  as t e ranian one  n ost o  t e istories o  science, io og  
and zoo og , t e ranian evidence is ignored c idt 1 8  11  

 not er i portant actor t at see s to e over ooked in t e process o  
or ation o  t e e isting ta ono ica  t eories is t e ro e and i portance o  re i

gio s e ie s in s aping peop es  wor d view and t e wa  t e  c assi  its nat ra  
and p sica  eings  e ak tiari c assi cation, especia  t e categorization o  
a na, as wi  e e p ained in t e ne t section, see s to ave roots in pre s a ic, 

and ore speci ca , in oroastrian e ie s as presented in so e vestan and 
Midd e ersian so rces ee 1 e ow

is ta ono ic topic as received on  scant attention in ranian ing istic and 
ant ropo ogica  st dies  e present work is an atte pt to represent t e re ative  
n ero s ak tiari ter ino og  o  ora and a na aro nd a t o sand ter s, in
c ding 1  especia  or a na and  words and e pressions re ated to ora 1  

e data were rst e tracted ro  Maddadi 1 , and were ater c ecked in t e 
e d  oca  cons tants  Maddadi s work t rned o t to e not ver  re ia e w en 

it co es to t e de nitions o  a na and ora, ore speci ca  in regard to t e 
in te di erences in t e re erents o  t e ter s re ated to do estic ani a s and an

i a  s andr  ter ino og  e in or ation req ires specia ized know edge t at, 
ost pro a , was not accessi e to Maddadi at t e ti e o  is data co ection   

e de nition o  ora is a so vag e in an  instances and as wi  e e p ained 
in t e re evant section, c ecking wit  oca s in t e e d proved not to e t e so
tion towards a de nitive e p anation  

n t e genera  ist o  ppendi  , owever, t e page n ers in Maddadi s 
ook are entioned, j st to doc ent a written so rce or t e data  e words 

t at do not ave a page n er were added  e d ring t e e dwork  t is a so 
nota e t at t e origina  e tracted ist ro  Maddadi inc ded ore t an 8  ter s 
re ated to a na, t it was red ced to 1 , si p  eca se t e ot er ter s were not 
known   cons tants ro  t e a ang no ads  et er t e  are sed  t e 

ar angs or ot er neig oring no ads, is not c ear to e, and Maddadi i se , 
w en asked, co d not re e er t e e act ti e and p ace o  t eir co ection  

1  not er corp s o   andscape words and e pressions is co ected d ring  e d works  e 
work on t is corp s req ires ore investigation and e dwork to nderstand t e possi e e isting 
ta ono  o  topograp ica  e e ents in t e no ads  environ ent  ere ore, t e data is not inc ded 
in t e present work
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e o owing two sections on a na and ora start wit  presenting t e ta o
no ica  c arts e icited ro  pro onged disc ssions wit  no ads, and ore speci
ica  d ring an  ears o  iving and working wit  t e  s e pected wit  erd 
reeding pastora  no ads, t e section on a na contains ore detai ed in or a

tion, and t e ta ono ica  s ste  is ore gro nded t an t e section on ora  ese 
di erences are disc ssed in t eir d e sections  

3.2.1 Classi cation of fauna

e speci c wa  o  categorizing a na e p o ed  t e ak tiari no ads, 
ca g t  attention in ater ears o   direct contact wit  t e ; ore speci ca  
d ring t e a t n igration o   in w ic   acco panied t e  

D ring t e seasona  igration, tea  work eco es cr cia  ver  ear  orn
ing s ep erds s o d take t e responsi i it  o  g iding a certain gro p o  erds o  
ovine and start oving towards t e ne t stop, ong e ore t e w o e ca p peop e 
and packed ani a s  start t eir dai  wa k  ese ear  gro ps s a  take indeter

inate ro tes; wandering as ar and awa  as possi e wit  t e intention o  etting 
t eir erds  enjo  grazing t e ree past res and verd re o  t e area  e rest o  
t e ca p, owever, o ows t e  towards t e ne t stop  c oosing one o  t e ve 
esta is ed igration ro tes  ac  one o  t ese ro tes as ong een assigned to 
certain tri es, and t ese r es and agree ents are respected to t e present ti e 1

en t e e ders were dividing t e erd etween s ep erds,  noticed t at t e  
distri ted t e ani a s into categories di erent ro  w at is genera  known as 
scienti c ta ono  or instance, cows were not gro ped as q adr peds to e p t 
into t e sa e tea  as orses or es  ak tiari no ads treat ani a s di erent , 
so e receive ore attention and ot ers, ess, and it see s t at t ere e ists a ierar
c  o  interest in and respect towards t eir erds  wes are t e e ite o  t e do estic 
ani a s in s c  a wa  t at eing appointed as r el  ‘t e a  s ep erd  wi  

onor t e avorite c i d  n t e second order are goats and t e t ird eve  e ongs to 
orse and e  ows are kept  ew a i ies, ost  or t eir i k to ake dair  

prod cts, t eir eat is sed ver  rare  and so eti es in sacri cia  rit a s 1  Don
ke , a t o g  o  pri e i portance or transportation o  o se o d oads, is a wa s 

entioned wit  t e apo ogetic e pression la e t1  ro g  trans ata e as 
‘ e awa  ro  o  as an apo og  or entioning its na e in t e presence o  peo
p e  cienti c categories ike a a s or insects and t e ike are non e istent  

ese ti itarian or c t ra  considerations, owever, are not necessari  re ect
ed in t e wa  t at ak tiaris c assi  t e ani a  kingdo  is can e interpreted 

1  ese ro tes are ca ed  1  tæn e fale  dez part  hezar æme  h espi d  taraz h  e 
a e tri e s a  does its igration t ro g  taraz h

1  ee 1  e ow
1  ra ic oan itera  eaning ‘wit o t re ation  proportion
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as an indication t at t eir ta ono ica  s ste  is originated ased on di erent cri
teria rat er t an t e practica  i portance o  t e ani a s in t eir i e   

ig re 1  s ows t e ierarc ica  c assi cation o  a na in ak tiari  

Figure 17 Bakhtiari taxonomy of fauna
 

    o egin wit , t is s ste  as on  t ree eve s o  ierarc  in er in s ter
ino og  niq e eginner, i e or  and generic  or t ree o t o  o r o  its i e 

or s  e c ass wit  t e ost eve s is heiv  ‘ani a  w ic  a so as t e so
ca ed speci c eve  is act does not con or  wit  er in s rst princip e en
tioned a ove and repeated ere  1  ere are at east ve, per aps si , ta ono ic 
et no io ogica  categories w ic  appear to e ig  genera  i  not niversa  in 
o k io ogica  science  e  a  e na ed as niq e eginner, i e or , generic, 

speci c and varieta , er in et a  1   

ere e ists no ter  corresponding to ng is  ni a  Kingdo  or ants, or 
to ersian e vanat  aneværan ‘ani a s  or i a an ‘p ants  is is not nco

on, as q oted in t e t ird genera ization a ove ro  er in et a  1  , 
since t e rst eve  o  ta ono ica  ierarc , t e niq e eginner, is niversa  
rare  na ed  

 t e a na is c assi ed into o r i e or s  heiv  ‘ani a , ev r ‘ east ,  
e =  ev r ‘ east  creat res , and ale de ‘ ird  ese are t e core eanings 

o  t e ter s and not t eir act a  re erent  n ot er words, a t o g  irds are niver
sa  considered as ani a s, t e  are not inc ded in t e ak tiari categor , w ic  
act a  eans ani a , i e  heiv  is is in ine wit  er in et a  1  1  

ndings t at a t o g  t e overw e ing od  o  evidence now in and s ggests 
t at no enc at re is o ten a near per ect g ide to o k ta ono ic str ct re , w at 

a  e o served in so e o k s ste ics is t at no iso orp ic correspondence 
is c ai ed to e ist etween no enc at re i e , na es given to c asses o  p ants 
and ani a s  and c assi cation i e , t e cognitive re ations ips t at o d etween 
c asses o  p ants and ani a s
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ere are two pec iar iss es a o t i e or  eve  o  t e c assi cation in ak
tiari  irst, t ere is no categor  s c  as s  or sea ani a s n ike in genera  
known s ste atics  is is di c t to nderstand, eca se t e two iggest rivers 
o  ran, na e  Kar n and Dez, originate ro  w at is oca  ca ed t e ak tiari 

o ntains, near K rang, and t e  ow a  t ro g  t e ak tiari territor  ere
ore, ak tiaris are not a ien to sea i e or etter to sa , to river i e and its crea

t res  n act t ere are ter s to na e di erent aq atic creat res s c  as mahi ‘ s , 
mar-mahi ‘ee , a-mahi ‘a kind o  ig s  and mahi-derar ‘ eron ; t t e  do 
not ave a separate categor  in ind or t e  enera , one can sa , ak tiaris 
are not ver  keen on eating s  even nowada s w en severa  s reeding ponds 
are r nning in t eir territories and so e o  t e ak tiaris ave o nd e pertise  
working in t ese centers1  D ring o r ta ks a o t ani a  categories, and w en  
insisted on nding a p ace or s , ega dar witting  said  Let s p t it ne t to 

e d  ‘ovine  eca se we  event a  eat t e  is co ent a  indicate 
t at t e ti itarian view was not origina  decisive in or ing ak tiari ta ono

; ot erwise, edi i it  o  t e ani a s s o d ave een a decisive categorica  
criterion and conseq ent  t e  wo d ave a categor  or ot er edi e creat res as 

s  o e ot er aq atic creat res, s c  as  ‘a s ri p ike aq atic creat re  and 
er- e-le  ‘cra , are gro ped in e =  ev r ‘ east  creat res  as ndesira e 

and a e cent ani a s  

e a sence o  aq atic creat res cannot e attri ted to an  previo s attested 
ode o  c assi cation in t e ranian c t re  c idt 1 8  1  in is disc ssion 

o  ancient ranian c assi cation o  ani a s, entions t e vestan ter  up pa and 
its Midd e ersian eq iva ent b g ot  eaning ‘ iving in t e water  as one ajor 
c ass in an  tripartite or q int p e c assi cation t at is attested in o r so rces 1 8 

er in et a  1  1  s ggest t at in cases s c  as t e a ove, a se antic c ange 
ig t e a possi e e p anation

e second deviation ro  t e proposed princip es ies in t e na e o  t e cate
gor  e =  ev r ‘ east  creat res  ccording to er in s proposed princip es, 
ta a in t e eve  known as i e or , are niversa  tagged  a pri ar  e e e, 
w ereas e =  ev r is o vio s  a co po nd or ed  t e ead no n ev r 
‘ani a  east  j taposed to e  ‘so et ing s a , tin   t e conj nction =  
‘and  or so eti es wit o t it, si p  prono nced as e  ev r  is is di c t 
to e p ain, eca se t e categor  itse , n ike s , can e traced ack to ancient 
ranian c assi cations and one wo d e pect a speci c si p e  word or na ing it  

e de nition o  t e e =  ev r categor  w ic  inc des a  t e a e cent 
creat res ro  insects to repti es and ro  rodents to a p i ians, is a re inder 

1  ter t e revo tion, a ad e azandegi previo s  known as t e inistr  o  agric t re  nd
ed t ese ponds in di erent r ra  areas in ran as providing t e oca s wit  jo s and a or  o  s stain
a e ive i ood
1 8  c idt s ain so rces are nda i n ost  t e ranian version o  nk esaria 1  and 
di erent versions o  dspra
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o  a ver  distinct categor  in pre s a ic c assi cation o  t e ani a  kingdo , 
na e  t e categor  o  er t r  Moaza i 1 1  s arizes t e notion o  
er t r as interpreted  severa  sc o ars

e word xrafstar v  xrafstra , M  xrafstar , evi  ani
a , as een vario s  interpreted, and its e act eaning is 

c  disp ted  ccording to t e traditiona  interpretation 
arat s tra sed it in t e th s Y. 8 ;  pejorative  

or t e ene ies o  t e re igion  art o o ae, Air  co  
8  o e sc o ars see in it a re erence to evi  ani a s 

w o  arat s tra c ose to e c de ro  t e sacred p ace 
o  wors ip and ence s o ica  ro  t e w o e good  
creation ac , 1 1, pt  , pp 118, 1 ; pt  , pp  , 
1    ai e  s ggested t at t e ter  is a derivation o  an 
ndo ropean ver a  ase * s er, s erp , s rep  to ite, 

sting, c t  w ic  ooks pro ising ai e , 1 , pp  8  
t, t e rt s  tra is never or ed on an s e tension  ere 

is a great ike i ood t at t ere were two di erent ter s in ra
nian daevic voca ar , as we ave *prystr in MM ers , and 
plstl is attested in t e ndahišn D , o v  ere ore, 
t e ter  can e derived ro  fra pt tar, t ings t at creep  

ers evitc , 1 , , ; Moaza i, , p   ean 
Ke ens proposed t at t e ter  appro i ate  eans a re , 
sa vage  Ke ens and irart, 1 , , p  1

e categor  o  e =  ev r, too, as is presented in ta e  e ow, con
tains a  t e creat res t at ite, craw , creep and  and are considered ndesir
a e, t in co parison wit  ancient oroastrians, ak tiaris do not ee  t at t e  
s o d e i inate t e  ervent , t on  w en t e  ca se danger, s c  as w en 
a poisono s snake approac es t e o se o d  e  even t ink t at so e o  t ese 
creat res s o d e treated wit  care and respect  is wi  e disc ssed in ore 
detai  in t e d e section see 1  e ow  

n t e o owing sections seven ta es 1 , containing ta a re ated to eac  
part o  t e ta ono ica  s ste , wi  e presented  e order o  t e presentation 
egins wit  a disc ssion on t e rst i e or  categor , heiv  ‘ani a , and a  its 

s gro p ta es, e ð ‘ovine , a ‘cow , ar  ‘q adr ped  and h r ‘donke  
ta es 1  e ot er t ree i e or  categories wi  e presented s seq ent
 ta es 

n addition, seven ore ta es ta es 1  are added to i strate t e dept  
and variet  o  ing istic ani estation o  t is i est e  or instance, ta e 8 
contains  ver s and p rasa  e pressions aro nd  o  o r data  t at are di
rect  re ated to ani a  s andr  practices   ist o  ega  ter s t at are s a  

1   ttp www iranicaon ine org artic es a a s in zoroastrianis
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re ated to t e se o  s ared past res ta e ; a variet  o  interjections, w is
t ing so nds and ot er voices t at are prod ced  ans and ani a s as cr cia  
co nication eans in a no adic erd reeding i est e ta e 1 ; too s 
sed or erding ta e 11 ; ani a  diseases ta e 1  and a ist o  ter s 

t at s ow t e re ation o  ans to ani a s a e 1  wi  o ow  is section 
wi  end  a ist o  ot er ta a t at inc des ani a  od  parts, so e adjectives 
and ot er words t at e ist in ak tiari e icon in re ation to a na ta e 1  

n eac  ta e, ta a are divided into si p e  and co p e  or s  n g ossing t e 
words and e pressions, w en t e e act eaning o  a constit ent was not c ear to 

e or it was presented previo s  as a ter , t e ak tiari word is repeated wit o t 
an  c ange; e a p es are  š h-lal w ere lal does not ave a separate eaning; 
ence t e g oss  it ack lal, w ereas in -e p l, p l as een e p ained e ore 

so t e ter  is a so g ossed as  it goat-EZ pæl  

n an  ta a t ere is a s  , as in t e case o  od  parts,1  w ic  in an  
cases, especia  in regard to ird na es, see s to e e ica ized  ere ore, t ese 
words are considered to e si p e  n ot er words, w ere it conve s a di in tive 

eaning or as a eaning c ose to ‘ ike , it is considered as a s  and as a con
seq ence, t e word containing it is isted as a co p e  word  en a ter  re ers to 

ore t an one categor , it is repeated in a  t e re ated categories, s c  as  t l  
‘dew ap o  a cow and o  an ewe

3.2.1.1 e ð ‘ovine’ 
n ak tiari, t e ajorit  o  ta a is re ated to t e categor  o  e ð ‘ovine  

w ic  inc des 1 ter s o  t e present data  

e word e ð et o ogica  eans ‘ o  cow  ro  vestan gao sp nta  
e s eep, owever, was ca ed an maya ‘ eater , t as Mar  o ce 1  8  

states in re ation to oroastrian practice o  s a  ani a  o ering   in o ng 
vestan t e o d generic ter  or catt e, pas , ca e a so to e sed speci ca  or 

it toget er wit  goats , evident  as t e ost n ero s and ence representative 
o  t e ranians  ivestock   t e s a  ani a s and arge ani a s staora inc d
ing catt e ovines, orses, ca e s and donke  were considered as t e creat res o  

a  Mana  a an q v  and ence rit a  c ean  and accepta e or sacri
ce, t eac  was evident  dedicated  standard vestan or as as gav sp n

ta , t e o  cow,  as i  it were indeed a cow, t e idea  o ering  e priests 
pres a  c sto ari  asked t e ait  or t e gaosp nta,  and t is ter  ca e in 
ti e to e sed as a na e or t e ani a  ost reg ar  prod ced, i e , t e s eep 

ers  g sfand  o ce, 1  8

n interesting act a o t t is categor  is t e inc sion o  s pposed  wi d ani
a s s c  as pa e  ‘ o ntain s e goat  and l ‘ o ntain goat  eir inc sion 

1  or a disc ssion on di erent ani estation o  t is s  see 1 a ove
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a  e e p ained  re erring to t e a ore entioned oroastrian cos o og , in 
w ic  t ese two ani a s were gro ped toget er wit  s eep and goat as pas  or t e 
s a  c ean ani a s s ita e or o erings

e o owing ta a, w ic  constit te appro i ate  18  o  t e data, are eq a
 divided into si p e   and co p e   words  e re ated ta a represent 

t e ani a s in a variet  o  se  e  peš , age e  ve , co or e  , p s
ica  c aracteristics s c  as t e s ape o  t eir ear, e  l , w ereas ot ers re er 
to t eir nctions and ro es in t e ock e  ia r  or ot er attri tes per

Table 3.2.1: Taxa for e ð ‘ovine’
e ak tiari ter                    Meaning                               t er n or ation

 Simplex 

l    ‘a w ite and rown ewe
i   ‘an ovine w ic  goes ro  one erd to anot er one wit o t   

    eing c ai ed  t e owner o  t e second erd
   ‘a two co ored woo  goat

hð    ‘a two ear o d a e goat
l   ‘a goat wit  ong, wide and anging ears  
re   ‘ a

i    ‘kid
   ‘goat
per   ‘an ovine or cow w ose kid is dead  
peš   ‘a ear ing goat; a e goat
ši   ‘1  e ra ic species o  ewe, a non ak tiari species o    

   ovine;   goat w ic  as a t t nder its ower jaw
al   ‘a s a  and ea ti  w ite a
e ð   ‘s eep  ovine

h li   ‘a orn ess goat
la    ‘a ear ing castrated ovine
l   ‘ o ntain goat
m ili   ‘a s eep t at as stoo  st ck to its woo
r    ‘t e t in and not att  tai  o  a s eep
ve   ‘ a  etween si  ont s to one ear

el r   ‘kid or a  a ter its in anc
ri   ‘a ack goat wit  s a  o ded ears

l ri   ‘a ig e ed, woo eaded and at tai ed s eep
me dal   ‘a s ck ing kid
mi š   ‘ewe

ði   ‘a non ak tiari species o  goat w ic  reeds twins
pa e    ‘ o ntain s e goat
r hš   ‘a goat wit  w ite and ack air
ri r   ‘a new orn  i king a  kid  ca       
       =riwær
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ehi    ‘a goat t at wa ks a ead o  t e erd and eads t e rest   
šiš    ‘a two ear o d s eep t at as red once
t    ‘a s eep wit  at and wide ears  a so  t h /t hv
t e   ‘a two ear o d a e   goat= tištær
t h    ‘a dark rown cow or ewe
t l    ‘dew ap o  a cow and ewe
tir   ‘ at and ea t  ovine  catt e
tišt r   ‘a ear ing s e goat e ore reeding              
       a so  tištð r
v r dil  ‘a t ree ear o d ewe    rare  sed

 Complex 

l -pi   ‘an ewe wit  woo  in di erent co ors     
       it w ite-co or

r - i  ‘a a  kept on  or ating  it a - i 
ahar a  ‘an ovine w ic  is orn in spring  it spring give irt PRS.
i -e pi š v ð-e ‘a pre ter ed kid 1 1  it kid-EZ ore a PST-PTC

i -e ahar-e  ‘a kid orn in spring   it kid EZ spring ATTR

i -e d - r-i  ‘a we  and nice  s aped kid t at is kept or reeding
                it kid EZ two c t PRS-  
       ATTR

i -e d -mar  ‘a kid ed  two goats             it kid EZ two ot er 
i -e r are  ‘a kid given as s are or a nera  costs 1  

                    it kid EZ sær are
i -e t e   ‘a a e kid w ic  is o der t an two ears     

       it kid EZ-tæ e
i -e v -e  ‘a weak and ee e kid 1              it kid-EZ-weak-ATTR

-e p l  ‘a goat wit  ong and orizonta  orns  
       it goat-EZ pæl 
d - r-i  ‘a s eep t at reeds twice a ear; 
   a s eep t at reeds twins  it two a -ATTR

d - r   ‘a two ear o d goat   it two c t PRS-
d -mar   ‘a kid or ca  w ic  as een ed  anot er ewe esides   
   its ot er    it two ot er
d -r    ‘a ra  w ic  as ated or t e second ti e wit  t e   
   gro p o  ewes in t e ock  it two t ig
d - m-e  ‘ovine or cow w ic  ave two parted oo s
       it two oo -ATTR

d - a   ‘a twice red ovine   it two give irt .PRS.
al-e l   ‘a w ite ronted orse or ewe wit  a 

1 1  g  weak and ee e
1   g  a ver  skinn  goat
1  a so pejorative  or ans
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    rown and w ite od   it w ite ront EZ-w ite
al-p l    ‘a goat wit  a w ite ront and orns anging 

   towards its s o der   it w ite ront anging
el - š   ‘t e ovine t at oves a ead o  t e erd 1  

       it ront  p .PRS. 
el  r   ‘t e ovine t at oves a ead o  t e erd     

       it ront go.PRS.
al pi   ‘a s eep wit  ack and w ite woo              

       it rown co or
r1    ‘a ack and w ite goat wit  s a  ears         

       it s ort dotted
r-i ia  ‘a goat t at is co p ete  ack  it s ort ATTR ack 

m m -                 ‘t e s eep t at wa ks t e ast  it sta PRS sta PRS ATTR

mi š-e al  ‘a ack ewe    it ewe EZ ack
mi š-e h-i  ‘a o ntain ewe   it ewe-EZ o ntain ATTR

r mi š   ‘a a e s eep    it a e ewe
ia r   ‘an ovine t at wa ks in ront o  a erd w i e t e rest   

   o ow it    it ront go.PRS.
p - -til1   ‘a goat t at as red twice; a t ree ear o d s eep t at   
   as red once    it a ter o til
p -tir  ‘ a goat t at as red twice  it a ter tir
tir-e   ‘a two ear o d at goat   it tir-ATTR goat

r- š  ‘t e ead goat o  t e erd 1  it ead p .PRS. 
ehi -e ia-r   ‘a goat t at wa ks a ead o  t e erd and eads t e rest 1 8

       it sehis-EZ- ront go.PRS.
š h-lal   ‘a goat wit  ig, wide ears and ver  ack air    
       it ack lal
tišt/ð r- e- le ‘a s eep t at as gone to anot er erd 1     
       it tištær in erd  

t is notewort  t at apart ro  t e p sica  di erences o  t e ani a s t at are 
sed or na ing, so e o  t ese ani a s ave specia  ro es in t e erd  or instance, 

hð  ‘a two ear o d a e goat  is sed or at eš-i ‘ it q iddit  nat re p
PRS-ATTR; reeding  en castrated it is ca ed d - r, ehi  or ehi -e ia r  
‘ it sehis t e ront go PRS  as a ore req ent ter , and is sed to ead t e erd  

e  s a  carr  a ig eta  e  on t eir neck so t at t e rest o  t e erd can ear 
t eir direction w i e t eir eads are down grazing  ne o  t e wise environ enta  
practices t at are seen rare  toda , was t at a c ot  ag  o  ar e  or c over 

1  =do or/ sehis
1 . or in genera  eans s ort, t in re erence to ani a s it indicates t e s a  or twisted ears
1  a so  pæs ta til; pæs da sill; pæs ta sil
1  =do or
1 8  =do or
1   g  a person w o as e t is tri e residing in anot er tri e
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seeds sed to e ng to t e neck o  t e ehi -e ia r  e ag ad a o e in it, 
so t at t e seeds wo d drop on t e gro nd and t e erd wo d tra p e on and p s  
t e  into t e gro nd  n t is wa  t e no ads co d preserve t eir past res and 
g arantee so e res  verd re on t eir wa  ack or t e ne t seasona  igration  

3.2.1.2. a ‘cow’
s entioned e ore, is not a avora e ani a  to keep or a no ad  o eed a 

cow is ore e pensive t an s eep and goat, its eat is rare  sed and it is a ver  
s ow ani a  to keep p t e pace on t e igration ro te  er  ew no ads keep 
one or two cows, ost  or t eir i k  Decades ago, owever, cow and especia  
o en were sed ot  or carr ing oads as we  as or p o g ing

aving t is in ind, one s o d ook or anot er reason or t e e istence o  a 
separate categor  o  cow in t e ak tiari no ads  ta ono

e p sica  sa ience cannot e t e on  reasona e e p anation, since ca e s 
are a so sed  so e neig oring tri es s c  as as qais and t ere ore, ak tia
ris are aware o  t e e istence o  so e ot er ig ani a s t t e  do not assign a 
separate categor  to t e  ere again, it see s t at so e e p anation can e o nd 
in t e ro e and stat s o  cow in pre s a ic wor dview  

s entioned a ove, in ancient ranian societ , a cow was considered as an idea  
o ering to deities o ce, 1  8 1   is sacri cia  practice contin es to e ist 
in severa  conte porar  ranian societies, inc ding a ong t e ak tiaris   ajor 

ani estation o  t is sa e e ie  can e o served in t e case o  sacri cing a cow w en 
severa  e ers o  t e tri e die, or an  reason, t wit in a s ort span o  ti e  t 
see s t at in a dire sit ation s c  as t is, a s eep or goat wi  not s ce to prevent 
t e ar  and a cow s o d e s a g tered and its eat s o d e distri ted a ong 
at east seven o se o ds as an o ering to t e god  spirits to prevent rt er deat s

e word a  itse  as ot er diverse eanings in t e ang age, ranging ro  
‘ ig as in a-di  ‘a kind o  ig scorpion; it cow tai  and a-mahi ‘a ig s ; it
1  kjaervø  iii , too, in is co rse on vestan introd ces e ow as one o  t e ke  con
cepts t at one s o d ave in ind e ore e arking an  st d  o  vestan te ts  e cow p a s an 
e tre e  i portant ro e in t e wor d o  t e d vestan poet, as s e represents is s sistence, pro
viding an  o  t e t ings necessar  or is and is a i s s rviva , as we  as or t e rit a  aving 

an  cows is a g arantee o  we eing and a s o  o  eing avored  t e gods  ence, t e o ject 
o  revita izing r aiti is to ens re peace and past re, wit o t w ic  no sta e an co nit  
is possi e  e cow was created  ra Mazd , t, as we are to d in 1 , no specia  rat  was 
provided or er wit in t e origina  sc e e o  rder esta is ed d ring t e rst state, ence s e as 
no an protector and provider o  orage, on  t e eaven  ra Mazd   i se  or t is reason 

arat stra, ra Mazd s avorite poet sacri cer, is instit ted as er aster and protector and pro
vider o  orage  ccording to t e poet, t e cow was t s created and intended or t e o owers o  r
der  ocia  disorder and con ict is t ere ore to a arge e tent apparent  ased pon t e act t at t ose 
w o  t e poet considers to e o owers o  t e Lie are req ent  t ose w o act a  own t e ost 
cows and contro s t e past res   t ese t e cow is o vio s  istreated, ettered, and even ki ed, as 
re ected in 1 , 1  and in vario s v  te t passages 1 , t 1 8, 8 , 11, , 18 1
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cow s , ‘a p o g ing eas re ent  signi ing a piece o  and eq a  to  Man 
Man=  ki os ; to t e na e o  a star  a e mal ‘t e sign o  evening; it  cow

to ca p  signi ing t e ti e w en t e w o e erd not t e cows  s o d ave 
ret rned to t e ca psite  e cows are s a  kept in or ver  c ose to t e ca p 
or grazing; t ere ore, it is not c ear ow to interpret t e word a in t is co po nd  
t er a ig o s sages o  a were disc ssed a ove in re ation to t e nera  

songs a rive 1  a ove ootnote 1  and t e specia  kind o  arriage a e 
a 1 1 a ove, ootnote 

atever t e signi cance o  cow in t e past or present o  t e ak tiari c t re, 
 ter s e ists in t e e icon t at are re ated to cow, i e  a ost   o  o r data  
e  contain 1  si p e  and 1  co p e  words  ese ter s e press a w o e 

range o  eanings, signi ing di erent co ors, ro es and growt  stages o  t e ani
a  as are depicted in ta e  e ow  

Table 3.2.2: Taxa for a ‘cow
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 

r/ r  ‘ca  nti  one ear
l    ‘a t ree to o r ont s o d ca       an endearing ter

h š e  ‘a a  a o
pari e   ‘a ear o d e a e ca
pel   ‘a o ng a e ca
pel    ‘a one ear o d o
š l   ‘a two ears o d s e ca
š l   ‘a w ite tai ed cow
t h    ‘a dark rown cow or ewe
t l    ‘dew ap o  a cow and ewe
tir   ‘ at and ea t  ovine catt e
v r a   ‘a castrated o

rð   ‘a eige cow

 Complex

d - ð   ‘an o  w ic  as per or ed p o g ing or two    
    s ccessive ears
       it two e t  asten
d -mar   ‘a kid or ca  w ic  as een ed  anot er ewe
    esides its ot er   it two ot er
d  m1 1 e  ‘ovine or cow w ic  ave two parted oo s    
       it two oo ATTR

1 1  assi ing t e ani a s ased on t eir oo  s apes as ro nd oo ed or do e oo ed is a so a 
ver  ancient et od o  categorization t at is attested in so e d and Midd e ranian te ts c idt 
1 8  1
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a-hiš-i   ‘a p o g ing o   it cow p o g ATTR

a-l    ‘a cow t at doesn t stop eating and eats ever t ing
    even p astic,   it cow lon
a m - al  ‘a az  o  t at doesn t p o g  it cow NEG-p ant.PRS.
a mat l   ‘a cow and its ca ves; a catt e erd     

       it cow mat l
a mal   ‘cow erd    it cow mal
a mi š   ‘ a o    it cow ewe
a-p l   ‘a cow wit  orizonta  orns pointed towards t e eart

       it cow pæl ‘ anging
a-pi   ‘a ack and w ite cow; a two co ored cow  

       it cow pi sæ
a teli    ‘a ean cow t at as a ge e  = g     

       it cow e ATTR

ma a   ‘s e cow    it e a e cow
 ð  ‘a o ng cow t at as j st reac ed t e age o  p o g ing  

       it new e t asten
š h- al   ‘a ack cow  wit  a w ite ore ead 1     
       it ack w ite or eaded

l - a  ‘an ani a  cow  t at starts reeding ear  in i e
       it z læ give irt PRS.
v r a hiš-i  ‘an o  s ita e or p owing  it castrated o p o g   
       ATTR

3.2.1.3 ar  ‘ uadruped’
ar  is t e ne t s division o  t e i e or  categor  heiv  adr ped is 

act a  not an  e act eq iva ent o  t is word, eca se q adr ped inc des a  
t e ani a s wa king on t eir o r eet, t ar  does not inc de q adr peds 
s c  as ovine, catt e and donke  e word itse  consists o  two parts, na e  
ar ‘ o r  and  t e eaning o  w ic  is not direct  accessi e  =  and its 

variant =p  can e considered as a s  eaning ‘keeper  as in words a =  
‘ it garden keeper=gardener  a=p  ‘ it cow keeper=cow erd  not er possi e 
interpretation o  ar  ig t e as ar= =  in w ic  ar eans ‘ o r , =  is 
et o ogica  pa ‘ oot  and =   is t e adver ia  s  eaning aving a q a it  
or a pro ession, ere ‘ aving o r eet  

ere is anot er possi i it  to consider =  as t e p ra  s  ee 1  e
ow , ence t e trans ation q adr peds  

is categor , owever, consists o  orses o  di erent age, co or and se  in
c ding qater ‘ e  w ic  is at ered  a donke  

ere a distinction s o d e ade etween two di erent or s o  ani a  
1 . = a al
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gro ps  le on  re ers to a ock or erd o  ovine w i e r me eans a tea  o  
orses, a st d o  ares, a span o  es and a erd o  donke s, a toget er  e

co po nd le r me, owever, eans t e w o e gro p o  ani a s in a ca p, 
inc ding t e drove o  cows

e possession o  a ig r me is t e sign o  wea t  and prosperit , t ere ore, 
r me-dar ‘ it ræme ave PRS , one w o as a ræme, eq a s eing ric

a e  consists o   ta a or t is categor , 1  si p e  and  co p e , 
w ic  constit te a ost 8 percent o  t e w o e data  

Table 3.2.3: Taxa for ar  q adr ped
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 

   ‘ orse
rme   ‘a w ite orse
h r   ‘a p ain ack orse
l   ‘a two ear o d oa  
l    ‘ are oa
mi t ð   ‘ rownis red orse

mað    ‘ are     a so  m
il   ‘ e, a w ite is  orse

qater   ‘ e
r š    ‘a ea ti  and s ape  orse

m d  ‘a e owis  orse 1

ya    ‘a orse o d eno g  to e sadd ed; 
    a castrated riding orse
ya i   ‘ nr  orse

 Complex 

al-e l   ‘a w ite ronted orse or ewe wit  a 
    rown and w ite od   it w ite ront EZ-w it  
e-ð    ‘an attri te or orse in genera     

       it to r n.PRS.
r- al   ‘a reddis  rown orse wit  a w ite ore ead   

       it rownis  red w ite   
       ore ead

h r al  ‘a ack orse wit  a w ite patc ed ore ead  
       it ack orse w ite   
       ore ead

 i    ‘a orse read  to e sadd ed  it new sadd e
- -ði   ‘a two ear o d are oa  it new ro tai

y r  r   ‘a orse t at prances   it prance go.PRS.

1  is de nition is ro  Maddadi 1 ;  cons tants, owever, t ink t at a sæ ænd is eit er 
w ite or gra
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3.2.1.4 h r ‘donkey’
e ast s categor  o  heiv  is h r ‘donke  is ani a  is q intessentia  

or a no adic i e st e, t it is not treated wit  avor and c  care  s en
tioned ear ier, it is even considered r de and i po ite to ention it in t e presence 
o  ot ers, especia  g ests or respected peop e  is re ctance is e ective in 
regard to a  t e ta a in t e ta e re ated to donke , and a e to a esser degree in 
regard to a  t e i e or  categor  o  heiv

ere are so e e pressions and co po nds t at are wort  entioning ere  
r-h r- e-r me ‘ it a e donke in erd  or t e s orter or  h r- e-r me re

ers to a a e donke  oa  w ic  is separated ro  is ot er i ediate  a ter 
irt  and is ed wit  a are s i k  e wi  e kept in and adopted  t e tea  

o  orses and w en o d eno g  is ated wit  a are to reed a e  M es are 
stronger and ore resi ient t an donke s, t are steri e  ere ore, t ere s o d 
a wa s e a h r- e-r me in t e erd to e a e to reed qater w ic  is a ver  

se  oad ani a  s a  a w o e tri e as t ree to o r h r- e-r me, and t e  
can e orrowed or reeding es  

nteresting , a t o g  qater e ongs to t e categor  o  donke , it is t e ost 
e pensive ani a  o  a  in a erd, even ore e pensive t an t e rio s orses 
and t e e oved ewes  is is si p  eca se a qater is ore se  and practica  

ere again we see a c ear e a p e t at s ows t at a ti itarian criterion cannot 
 e p ain t e ogic e ind a c osen ta ono  n ot er words, ased on a ti

itarian approac , considering t e o t ost se ness and practica it  o  a qater, 
ak tiaris s o d ave assigned a separate or ig er categor  to it, as is t e case 

wit  orse, s eep and donke , t n ike t e se ess cow, it does not ave a cate
gor  o  its own  

h r-e rma ri  ‘ it donke EZ dates s it PRS’; a donke  t at e cretes dates  
g rative  eans a t r ent sit ation and as an apoca ptic connotation   

h r il  eið  ‘a ro ed in t e d st donke  can e sed pejorative  to a person 
wit  ver  dirt  c ot es  Donke s s a  ro  t e se ves in t e d st w en t e  are 

n oaded   

h r el  ‘ it donke  P -  eans a ‘donke  erder  ere t e s    
s ows t e pro ession

ne indication o  t e practica  i portance o  donke s in a ak tiari no ad s 
wor d can e t e n er o  words and e pressions re ated to t is ani a , 11 in to
ta , w ic  are ore t an a  t e e pressions re ated to t e a i  o  orse wit  a  
its c t ra  prestige and grande r  is stresses t e act t at t e concept o  sa ience, 
eit er intrinsic or c t ra , as is oc sed in t e iterat re, is not a wa s an insig t  
criterion towards nderstanding ak tiari o k ta ono  eca se as disc ssed 
a ove, orse wit  ot  c t ra  and practica  sa ience as no separate categor , 
w i e donke  does

 



1

e re ative  ig  n er o  ta a or se  ani a s, owever, s ows t e e
ectiveness o  t e ti itarian criterion in deve oping a ric  no enc at re  tradi

tiona  co nities s c  as t e ak tiaris  ese ter s are divided into  si p e  
and ve co p e  words as presented in ta e  e ow

Table 3.2.4: Taxa for h r ‘donke
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 
di e   ‘a gra  donke  or e

   ‘a w ite gra is  donke , a si ver donke
h r    ‘donke
h li   ‘donke  oa    =
ma e   ‘ e a e donke

ð / ð   ‘donke  oa

 Complex 

-ði   ‘a gra  donke  wit  a ack zz e     
       it si ver gra  donke
ma h r   ‘ e a e donke    it e a e donke

r-    ‘a o ng a e donke   it a e- 1

r-h r- e-r me ‘a a e donke  t at is kept in
    t e tea  to ate wit  a orse and reed a e 1   
       it a e donke in tea  

 pal   ‘a e a e donke  or e w ic  
    is now o d eno g  or carr ing oads
       it new packsadd e

3.2.1.5 ev r ‘beast’
e second i e or  categor  is ca ed ev r ‘ east , w ic  inc des a  t e 

ani a s t at are genera  known as wi d and so e t at are not s a  considered 
as wi d and are even do estic in ot er co nities, s c  as cat, ra it and dog  

o e o  t ese ani a s are edi e, ike ra  ‘wi d oar  and h r- š ‘ra it , t 
t e  are ver  rare  eaten  n  i  a nter s cceeds in s ooting t e , t e  wi  e 
s ared wit  ot ers  Most peop e are re ctant to eat ra , eca se it is considered 
as arra  ased on t e s a ic r es  

e word ev r consists o  two parts  ‘so , i e, spirit  and t e s  
v r eaning ‘ aving or practicing a q a it  wit  an epent etic vowe  -e  in e

tween  ere ore, t e w o e word can ean ‘t e one w o as so  or ‘t e one w o 
is a ive  ere again, we see t at t e itera  eaning o  t e categor  cannot direct  
1  ere it is di in tive s  or ore in or ation a o t t is s  see 1  a ove
1  ig  a  and st pid person, good or not ing
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g ide s towards its content

a e  can e ore e tensive, t  j st inc ded t e ost req ent and 
ever da  words t at are re evant to t e i e o  a no ad  e wi d i e in agros 

o ntains, ike in an  ot er p aces in ran and aro nd t e wor d, is endangered, 
so nowada s t ere are an  o ng ak tiaris t at ave never seen a ion, a tiger, a 
c eeta  or a pant er in t eir w o e i e  t t e  ave certain  eard an  stories 
ro  t e tri e e ders a o t wi d ani a s attacking t e ca ps especia  in winter 

w en pre  is arder to nd in t e wi d  

ong a  t e wi d ani a s, r  ‘wo  as severa  ani estations in t eir 
dai  i e  irst a piece o  wo s air mel-e r  ‘ air EZ wo  is sed as a eans 
to prevent t e evi  e e, t ere ore, it is interwoven in or pinned to t e decorative 

ands, ršerd , t at are s a  anging across a ack tent, or a ove a no
adic crad e, t hðe1  t can a so e attac ed to a ver  s a  a et ag, w ic  

is s a  pinned to a c i d s c ot ing on t e s o der area   wo  c spid or an  
ot er toot  can e sed in t e sa e wa  to scare t e evi  spirit,  or en, awa  

en so e od  is scared or i  a c i d start es, especia  in its s eep, t e  wo d 
cere onia  sa  e mella r  ‘ n t e na e o  od, wo  apparent  to j sti  
t e ca se o  ear to a rea  creat re and not to an evi  spirit, and t ere ore, to ca  
t e c i d and ease t eir own ind  e ot er reason e ind sa ing t is e pression 
is t at t e  t ink even a jinn or evi  spirit is a raid o  a wo , so  ca ing wo , 
t e  wo d go awa  a ong wit  t eir potentia  ar

e genera  e ie  is t at a  i, t e rop et s co sin and s ccessor accord
ing to ia , wi  visit t e tr e e ievers incarnated as a e ow ion  

e ion as a wa s een a ver  i portant g re in ranian c t re in genera , 
as is depicted in t e stone carvings o  ersepo is, and it is a so preva ent in t e 

ak tiari c t ra  activities s c  as in a entations, carpets and ot er andicra ts 
oti s  t as een an o d tradition to p t stone ion sc pt res, rd-e šir1   

‘ it stone EZ ion  as a to stone on t e grave o  t e tri e s eroes or o  respecta e 
tri e e ers s c  as ha s ‘c ie s  or warriors to i orta ize t eir greatness  

e carved oti s on t e od  o  t e ion wo d ave een a sword, a ri e, a dag

1  is kind o  crad e is re ative  s a  and ig t, so t at ot ers can carr  t e  on t eir ack 
on t e igration ro te  i e in t e ca p, t e  wi  asten t e c i d or t e ost part o  t e da  to 
t hðe, wit o t diapers, t se a piece o  reed ca ed l r t at is adj sted to t e c i d s genita s, so 
t at rine e directed to a tin t at is attac ed to t e oot o  t e crad e
1

 



1 1

ger or si i ar ite s t at s o ize t e raver  and grande r o  t e deceased one 1 8 
is practice s rvived to t e present, a t o g  it as not een ver  pop ar or an  

decades in t e twentiet  cent r  e recent tendencies to regain a niq e identit  
a ong ot er neig oring et nics enco raged t e new generations o  ak tiaris to 
retain t is specia  ak tiari o d practice in t e ast a ost two decades  e on  
di erence is t at t e new stone ions are ess s o ic and ook ore rea istic1  

e dog is a so a ver  i portant ani a  or a no ad and ever  o se o d as at 
east one or two t at e p t e s ep erds wit  anaging t e erd, t ost i por

tant  to keep t e o se o d sa e ro  cas a  ro ers and t ieves d ring t e dark 
nig ts in t e wi d  n ike t e pre s a ic grand stat s o  a dog in re igio s rit a s, 
s a  considers dog as e  ‘ nc ean , as a res t t e no ads are ver  care  to 
ake s re t at t eir dogs  zz e wo d not to c  an t ing near t e o se o d and 

a wa s do t eir est to keep t e dogs as ar ro  t e tent as possi e, so eti es in 
a ars  anner ike t rowing a stone at t e

oars in di erent se  and age, o es, edge ogs and jacka s are a ong t e ost 
req ent visitors o  no adic ca ps   persona  ave seen a  o  t e  d ring  

visits to t e e d, t ave never seen a pant er, ion or ear

a e  contains  ta a, 1  si p e  and  co p e , w ic  consist aro nd 
 percent o  t e data  t is nota e t at so e ani a s a  ave di erent na es, 

s c  as eeta  t at can e ca ed y  in ak tiari or e ca ed  an attri tive 
na e s c  as r-  ‘t e ead c tter

Table 3.2.5: Taxa for ev r ‘ east
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 

le    ‘ edge og
r e    ‘cat
r     ‘wo
ra     ‘wi d oar

e    ‘ oar p p
meimi     ‘ onke
pel     ‘pant er

1 8  e interested reader is advised to cons t K osronejad 8 , an ranian ant ropo ogist wit  
a oc s on vis a  traditions w o as done a t oro g  researc  and as ade a doc entar  on stone 
ions in ak tiari

1  
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ri m    ‘ eec  arten
r i/ r i    ‘sa e
r va    ‘ o

y    ‘dog
em r     ‘ arten

ši r     ‘ ion
ta     ‘ a e oar
t r e     ‘jacka
er      ‘ ear

y      ‘c eeta

 Complex 

dar-d / dar-d m  ‘sq irre   it tree down  tree tai  
r-    ‘ ropean adger Me es e es  

       it grave dig.PRS. (diger
ma- i    ‘ e a e og   it e a e og

y -i   ‘sea    it dog water ATTR

y- r    ‘wo  dog   it dog wo
r-    ‘c eeta   it ead c t18 .PRS. (c tter) 

/h r- š    ‘ra it    it donke ig ear

3.2.1.6 e =  ev r ‘beasty creatures’
e =  ev r is t e t ird i e or  o  o r ta ono ica  s ste  n t e intro

d ctor  paragrap s o  t is section 1  a t oro g  disc ssion o  t is categor  is 
presented, repetition o  w ic  see s red ndant ere  

n interesting concept, owever, see s wort  entioning and t at is t e divi
sion o  snakes into two t pes   m alm  ‘Mos e  and a r ‘pagan  o ki  a 
Mos e  east is a great sin, eca se t at ani a  is not going to ar  an od  e 
ar ess snake as a k aki co or and striped skin  en s c  a snake enco nters 

ans or ani a s, it wi  on  s ow its tong e t wi  not attack  

nce  a so o served a kind o  ort ne te ing  sing a dead snake  e  
dropped it ro  a certain eig t and said i  it a s down on its ack, t e pregnant 
wo an in t e ca p wi  de iver a a  o  t i  t e dead snake a s on its sto
ac , t e a  wi  e a gir

Most o  t ese anno ing creat res e ist in t e ot areas o  rme ir ‘t e winter 
ca ping sites  e species t at are s ared in ot  s er and winter ca ping ar
eas di er in t eir degree o  ar ness  n ot er words, t e creat res o  rme ir 
are ore poisono s and erce and t eir attacks can e ata  in co parison wit  

18  e ver  d  as diverse eanings eq iva ent to ng is  ‘to dig , ‘to c t , ‘to pick p , ‘to 
p , and ‘to p ck
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t eir eyla -i co nterparts  is is anot er reason t e no ads ove eyla  so c  
ore t an rme ir

n interesting point is t e inc sion o  an i aginar  or egendar  ani a  
d ha ‘dragon  in t is categor  is ter  e ists in ot er dia ects as ha or hiya, 

as we  Maddadi 1  ;  t can a so ean a ver  ig snake

e ad g is sed or wis ing a dear one to co e ack   t e  nd a ad  
g aro nd, t e  wi  pick it p and p t it on t eir and and start repeating its na e 

hal m ia, hal m ia, aving so e od  in ind or art t at t e  wis  to co e 
and visit t e  e  keep doing t is nti  t e ad g ies towards, t e  s ppose, 
t e wis ed or person

 pec iar e er o  t is categor  is t e one ee, p še a l  it one  
or p hš  a l  e cons tants e ieve t at one ee is in t is gro p not eca se 
it is ar  or ndesired t on  eca se it is a tin  ani a , a e  ere ore, it 
see s t at o r initia  e p anation o  t is categor  s o d e odi ed to j sti  t e 
presence o  ar ess t tin  creat res ike one ee and ad g

a e  contains a considera e  ta a, a ost 18  o  t e data, w ic  are 
eq a  divided into si p e  and co p e  ones  

n cases t at severa  ta a e ists or a sing e creat re, dia ecta  variet  a  e 
a possi e e p anation; s c  as t e case wit  ‘tadpo e  w ic  as t ree di erent 
words  m , eli  and a l

e co p e  ta a are ost  or ed  red p ication, o ten o  two ono ato
poetic constit ents ending in an attri tive s , s c  as er- er or  e - e - , 
w ic  ot  re er to repti es  e ono atopoeic parts are i itations o  t e so nds 
t e ani a s are ass ed to prod ce w i e crow ing or j ping  e a i iar s

  1  a ove  can e seen in so e o  t e si p e  ta a, t eca se it is 
considered to ave een e ica ized, t e ter  is inc ded in t e si p e  ist  o e 
ot er co p e  ta a are or ed  j taposition o  an adjective and a no n, s c  as 
a-di  ‘a ig scorpion  in w ic   a eans ‘ ig  and not a cow; or  j taposition 

o  two no ns, s c  as a-mi  ‘sta e , w ic  act a  re ers to t e ies t at 
ot er cows and ot er ig ani a s  

Table 3.2.6:  e =  ev r ‘ east  creat res
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 
/   ‘ rog

p t l   ‘d ng eet e
e da e  ‘a kind o  oc st
e    ‘ ack o e cricket      
im   ‘ ot
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a   ‘ awtoot  rain eevi 181, a kind o  tin  g
e dal    ‘ o se
er e   ‘rat

    ‘wasp
h    ‘adder, a kind o  snake

m    ‘tadpo e
v     ‘goat ice

   ‘taenia, a kind o  wor
eli    ‘tadpo e

a l   ‘tadpo e
ei     ‘ ea

l     ‘ oc st
r    ‘a a  oc st opper
    ‘a s ri p ike aq atic creat re

lele     ‘goat s parasite w ic  ooks ike a tai ess scorpion
m y    ‘ o se
mar   ‘snake
m š     ‘ o se
m r   ‘ant

d ha    ‘dragon
p š    ‘           a so  p hš  and   
              p /hše
pert     ‘ tter
ra     ‘q een ee
remi /re i    ‘ter ite
reš     ‘ o se egg nit
šeit     ‘spider
e     ‘ r gaster integriceps, a kind o  s ie d g
e     ‘a ee ike insect t at in spring a s eggs in an 

    e e or nose and ca ses a disease
    ‘a kind o   wit  a ver  pain  ite
hle    ‘ eec

 Complex 

að- m   ‘a dangero s snake         it wind reat
i-mar  ‘desert snake          it dr  and ATTR snake

-m   ‘ aranidea, a kind o  repti e        it goat mo
er- er          ‘a e ow veno o s kind o  izard   it er er  

d -    ‘a repti e wit  a i rcate tong e      it two tong e
e - e -   ‘a j ping snake         it fe fe ATTR

a-di    ‘a ig scorpion          it cow tai

181  r zaep i s s rina ensis

 



1

a mi   ‘sta e 18  dog         it cow misæ
r- ra 18   ‘a kind o  izard iving a ong rocks it rock - æra
-di   ‘scorpion          it crooked tai

e dal- š-r  ‘a tin  sort o  i ipede         it endal ear go.PRS

i a tar   ‘g ow wor          it stoo star
d- r   ‘tarat a, a kind o  air  spider        it testic e c t.PRS

- i i   ‘a ig and e ow ee         it ee o d ad
-ši r  ‘a ig ee wit  co or  strips e ee    

             it ee ion
h r    ‘a green and e ow co ored  t at ites donke s  
             it donke it.PRS

hal -m- ia  ‘ ad g          it nc e co e.PRS

ir- ir-    ‘cricket          it  ir ir æ
- r    ‘ o e cricket          it g tter c t.PRS

a -p št   ‘Mediterranean p r t ig ed ortoise est do graeca   
             it owe ack
erm tatal-i  ‘a air  wor  wit  rown dots w ic  e ists a ndant    

    in spring in t e war  areas ær esir     
             it wor tatal ATTR

er- e-le    ‘cra           it ent ro eg
le-mar  ‘a sort o  s ort, risk  oving and ver  

    dangero s snake        it s ort snake
leh-leh    ‘gecko           it leh leh
m ri     ‘s a  ant          it ant s a     
             m r ri z
pa d al   ‘cra 18           it oot and
p hš e  r-e  ‘ osq ito          it ind ATTR

p š  a l   ‘ ee           it one
r te-mar   ‘a kind o  snake        it sweep PST.PTC snake

r- te    ‘a gra  izard, s a er t an a c a e eon, wit  ack dots   
           
             it top rnit re
šir-m t   ‘a striped kind o  izard         it ion dr nken
t r e-mar   ‘a t in and ong snake         it t in snake
t š-t š   ‘ i ipede          it re re
tite-mar-i   ‘a s a  and t in snake         it tin snake ATTR

t r-t r-   ‘wood o se          it ro .PRS ro .PRS.ATTR

18   to o s ca citrans
18 . 
18  = er ze len
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3.2.1.7 ale de ‘bird’
ale de is t e ast i e or  categor  o  o r ta ono ic c art  ak tiaris are not 

ver  keen on di erences etween t e irds  o t e , a  t e creat res wit  eat er 
are irds, inc ding en and rooster t at cannot  

non   as done a detai ed st d  o  t e irds a ong neig oring   
speakers o  t e Ma asani dia ect o  o t ern L ri, an ndo ropean ang age 
wit  appro i ate  one i ion speakers in so t western ran 18  n t is st d  

non  as s cceeded in e tracting a re ative  detai ed ta ono  o  t e irds 
o  t e region  t is c rio s t at despite t e c t ra  and geograp ica  vicinit  o  

ak tiari and Ma asani peop es, and t e si i arit  o  ird no enc at re in ot  
c t res, no c ear rnit o ogica  ta ono  can e ded cted ro   pro onged 
disc ssion wit  and e d o servation o  ak tiari no ads  e  are we  aware 
t at so e o  t e irds are edi e and so e not, so e are wi d and so e do estic, 
so e are ig and so e are ver  s a , etc; t none o  t ese c aracteristics creates 
a cognitive categorization or t e

e word ale de is or ed  t e na e o  a od  part al ‘wing  and t e s
 -e de  - de w ic  conve s t e eaning o  ‘one w o as or one w o does ; 

s c  as ersian words d v- de ‘one w o r ns  or p r- de ‘one w o ies; 
ird  ale de in ak tiari act a  eans a creat re t at as wings

e ird na es t e req ent  s ow t e no ina  derivationa  orp e e -  
1  a ove  o e o  t e  ave eco e e ica ized, t ere ore t e words con

taining t e  ave een isted as si p e ; e a p es eing words s c  as at l  
‘t rt edove  t e rst part  at l does not ave an  speci c eaning in ak tiari or 

r  in w ic  t e rst s a e r can ean ‘ a e  t it doe not signi  an  
direct re ation to t e act a  eaning o  t e ird w ic  is ‘a kind o  sparrow  t in 
a word ike rð- , since t e eaning o  t e rst part o  t e word rð- ‘ e ow  
is re ected in t e ird s na e ‘ e ow reasted nting , -  as een considered 
as a s  wit  a vag e eaning t at ranges etween ‘ ike , ‘di in tive  to an 
agentive eaning ‘doer ; ence its p ace in t e co p e  gro p o  ter s  

not er interesting point regarding o  irds  na es is t e sparse sage o  ono
atopoeic words, t e on  e a p e in a tota  o   eing - -v  it o o-

ca  ‘ow

 n t e ot er and, an  o  irds  na es are ade, interesting , wit  ver  or
atives e p aining t eir actions; s c  as š - l- -  it s ep erd deceit it.

PRS æk  w ic  is a kind o  ird t at is e ieved to distract a s ep erd; or d - r it
og rt drink eat drink PRS) ‘w ite necked v t re ; in w ic  t e w ite neck o  t e 

18  e a t or provides a description o  ird p sio og  and an inventor  o  cognitive distinctions 
t at speakers se to di erentiate ird t pes   co pre ensive ta ono  o  ird know edge in o t
ern L ri is presented in a diagra  o  ird a i ies o owed  a se antica  organized ist o  t e 8  
ter s or ird t pes o nd in t e ang age, a ong wit  t e eanings o  t ese ter s  arsi, ng is , 
and scienti c a e s acco pan  descriptive notes ro  t e a stract o  non  
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ird is ass ed to e a res t o  drinking t e w ite d  or t e traditiona  og rt drink  

t er preva ent c aracteristics o  ird no enc at re are t e e istence o  od  
parts and co or ter s in t eir constr ctions; s c  as  di  dera  it tai ong  ‘ ong
tai ed, a ird ike sparrow  or di  rd it tai e ow  ‘ e ow tai ed  or i -

rð it reast e ow  ‘ e ow reasted nting

t er adjectives, apart ro  co ors, are a so sed in aking irds  no enc at re; 
so eti es wit  t e e p o  attri tive adjectives, and at ot er ti es in a co ina
tion o  ot er no ns or ver a  orp e es  a p es are a -e-he ar-   it az-EZ

t o sand tong e  or ‘ oopoe  in w ic  a  can re er to a kind o  p ant wit  pointed 
eaves, co ining it wit  t e i ager  o  t o sand tong ed is pro a  an atte pt 

to re er to t e co ike crown o  t is ird  not er e a p e is la r -i it
crow snow ATTR) ‘a w ite crow , w ic  is ade  sing two no ns, t e second one 
o  w ic  as een c anged to an adjective  t e e p o  t e attri tive s  –i   

e ist o  irds contains  words, a ost 1  o  t e w o e data, divided into 
 si p e  and  co p e  one as s own e ow in ta e  e ow

Table 3.2.7: ale de ‘bird’
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 

t   ‘d ck   
ari    ‘c icken and d ck ing
ar i   ‘c icken and d ck ing   =
e ešt ð   ‘sparrow

  ‘a ver  s a  sparrow 18

dal    ‘v t re
 at l    ‘t rt edove

la    ‘crow
ri     ‘a ird ike sparrow t at ives etween rocks

a     ‘a ird ike sparrow
a    ‘a kind o  ird

la    ‘crow
    ‘partridge

la     ‘a ird wit  ack eet and eige eat ers
leila     ‘stork
lil    ‘a kind o  ird
meli     ‘sparrow

r     ‘a kind o  sparrow
pelešt    ‘swa ow
pi    ‘a kind o  ird
q a    ‘ o er, oraciidae; a co or  ird ike a crow 
18  n ike sparrow, osonæ  is categorized as harram g št, so not edi e
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    in size and i d
š im    ‘ow
šara     ‘a ird t at ann nciates rain and good da s
šatit     ‘a kind o  ird
š     ‘ow
i r     ‘go d nc

til    ‘c ick
tit     ‘a kind o  ird
t hið    ‘see see partridge
t e i    ‘ ing ird

 Complex 

 l   ‘crow c icks   it c i d crow
ah- m   ‘ a con or s ore ird  it ah reat  

d r- m  ‘woodpecker   it tree som
dar-    ‘woodpecker    it tree eat PRS 
dið- m-   ‘a kind o  ird   it see PAST-1SG-æ
di  dera    ‘ ong tai ed, a ird ike sparrow  it tai ong
di  rd   ‘ e ow tai ed   it tai e ow
d - r    ‘w ite necked v t re              
      it og rt drink eat drink PRS

a - ele    ‘stork    it goose- elen
epi- e i   ‘c ckoo   it epi e i
a -e-he ar-    ‘ oopoe    it az-EZ t o sand tong e

la r -i   ‘a w ite crow   it crow snow ATTR

la- i    ‘a red i ed crow  it crow- i  s a
la-pi    ‘a ack and w ite crow it crow ack and w ite
p- ir   ‘a kind o  ird   it æp- g

-e der   ‘a ig kind o  partridge  it partridge EZ eig t
-e-p r   ‘q ai    it paetid ge EZ

- -v    ‘ow    it o o-ca
l-d     ‘a ird ike a sparrow 18  it s orttai ed ao t ie
l- m r-i   ‘a kind o  swa ow t at akes nest on o ntain wa s

      it s orttai ed o nt ATTR

r- r-   ‘jackdaw   it ind ind æ
mahi der-ar   ‘ eron    it s o t ring PRS.
m r -e eleim -i  ‘q ai    it ird EZ o o on ATTR

m r r   ‘ant carrier, a kind o  ird      
      it ant take PRS.
pa p h    ‘d ck    it oot wide
š h- r-   ‘ ack star ing    it ack a e æk
š h-t p   ‘star ing   it nig t tæp

18  Legend sa s t is ird is ed and sto e a  eza s orse
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r ia    ‘ ack eaded, a kind o  ird      
      it ead ack

-q a  ‘ o er, oraciidae, a co or  ird t at rese es a crow  
    in size and i d  it green cassock
š - rd  ‘ at    it nig t wander PRS.
i - rð   ‘ e ow reasted nting      

      it reast e ow
š - l- -   ‘a kind o  ird 188 it s eperd deciet it.PRS æk

rð-    ‘ e ow reasted nting      
      it e ow æ

e o owing ists 1 8 1  do not contain ta a re ated to a na t rat
er ter s and e pressions t at are eit er direct  re ated to ani a s s c  as ta e 

1  w ic  contains t e ter s o  ani a  disease, or ta e 1  w ic  pres
ents ot er ter s t at are re erring to erding activities or ani a  adjectives re ated 
to a na  ese ists are ade in an atte pt to re ect t e diversit  o  ak tiari 
voca ar  and to portra  ow deep  t eir i est e, a itat and t eir ever da  
concerns ave een interwoven into t eir e icon

3.2.1.8 Verbs and phrasal formants related to fauna
n ta e 8,  ver s or derivative p rasa  or ants are isted t at are direct  

r iðe  ‘ aring o  a s eep  or indirect  ei t ‘t e act o  co nting t e erd  
re ated to a na  

n t e isting o  t e data, pre ed in nitives are considered as si p e , s c  as  
r etehe te  ‘ro ing in t e d st ca sed  a dog attack  evera  e ping ver s 

are invo ved in aking t ese ter ino ogies, t e ost req ent ones are erðe  ‘to 
do  and eiðe  ‘to it  and to a esser degree rðe  ‘to eat  and haðe  ‘to p t  

e ta e o  ver s contains t e ajorit  o  data, a ost , co prising  
si p e  and  co p e  ver s and p rasa  or ants  

n t e constr ction o  t ese ter s, t e sa e et ods o  sing ono atopoeic 
words, co or ter s, descriptive adjectives, conjoining o  no ns and ver s, j tapo
sition o  severa  words wit  di erent orp o ogica  nctions and red p ication 

ave een e p o ed, as can e seen in t e o owing ta e  

Table 3.2.8: Verbs and phrasal formants related to fauna
e ak tiari ter                         Meaning                           t er n or ation

 Simplex 

ei t    ‘t e act o  co nting t e erd
ar iðe   ‘to graze t e ani a s

188  Known as a s ep erd deceiver
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dašt   ‘keeping a cow or s eep to se its prod ce or t e do  
    estic se18                    
ete    ‘ astening ovine  heiven  toget er into a ine

ri    ‘ ining p o  t e ovine  heiven
r iðe   ‘ aring o  a s eep

ler iðe   ‘to aa
m e iðe   ‘to aa

i iðe   ‘to ap a dog
per i iðe   ‘t e sneezing o  a goat               a so  pejorative  or   
       ans
re iðe   ‘co g ing o  a s eep
šeh iðe   ‘to neig
t l e iðe   ‘to c ase, to erret
tare te   ‘going awa  ro  t e erd ovine
ti ešte    ‘stra ing q ick  ro  t e erd ovine and catt e
ti e iðe   ‘ i king cow and ovine   

r er iðe   ‘r ing o  a dog e ore attack
r etehe te   ‘ro ing in t e d st ca sed  a dog attack
rti e iðe   ‘to ck, to kick donke  or Hærom št

er iðe   ‘to grow     
ar iðe    ‘to ra  
i iðe   ‘t e so nd w ic  a orse tters w i e anot er orse is   

    passing  or w en   e is ngr

 Complex          

 r š  erðe  ‘to groo  and c rr co  a orse or a are    
       it water ræš to do

hr rðe   ‘to eco e conceived 1  it s are to eat
ar erðe   ‘to oad t e q adr peds; to get read  or t e igration   

       it oad to do
ar- ar  ‘to ring down t e oad o  a q adr ped; igration        

       it oad war
ei t erðe   ‘to co nt t e erd   it co nting to do

=  r-i  ‘t e act o  sni ng o  a cow  an o  as a
    preparation or ating a so goats     
       it o =o ær-GER

r eiðe   ‘scattering o  t e erd   it or to it
- a- r-      ‘t e weaning ti e o  a kid         it goat s o d c t PRS.ADV 

18  is ter  can e sed in a sentence ike dašt i e ya ošt i  it ad ATTR or ki ed ATTR is; s 
it or keeping or or s a g tering  in re erence to an enq ir  over t e decision o  a erd owner or 
an speci c ovine
1  t can a so e sed or ans in a pejorative wa
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 eiðe   ‘t e co nting o  t e erd  it wood it.PRS

da- r-i  ‘t e act o  separating a a  ani a  ro  its ot er to   
    stop t e reast eeding  sending t e  to anot er erd   
       it ot er c t PRS-GER

da- r-i erðe   ‘to separate a a  ani a  ro  its ot er to stop t e   
                              reast eeding  sending t e  to anot er erd    
                 it ot er c t PRS-ATTR-
       to do
d  ma e erðe  ‘e a ining t e at o  an ovine  to c ing its ack
       it and maze to do
de e a iðe   ‘co ining o  two erds; o ed  
       it deze to eco e 
di -di  erðe   ‘to wag t e tai  a dog   it tai tai to do
d -d  erðe   ‘ astening t e egs o  an ani a  sing do dæs  
       it two and to do

l  ahaðe   ‘to  and esta is  an ovine erd     
       it erd to p t

š  erðe   ‘to c rr    it æš to do
 eiðe   ‘to ake a pen or s eep  it  æwæ to it

a-hešð   ‘r ination    it cow heš
a-teliš erðe   ‘to skin an ovine in a wa  t at its skin wi  re ain in one  

    piece as a cow s eat er  it cow pieces to do
a- rðe   ‘t e s cking o  a ca  e ore t e i king o  a cow

       it cow to eat
 eiðe   ‘to tt ovine    it o to it
 erðe   ‘t e oating o  a cow s dder as a sign 

    o  i ediate de iver   it dder to do
h elešt/ð erðe  ‘to ark    it hæ elešt to do
h le ešt erðe  ‘to ark    it hæle ešt to do
h r- il   ‘ro ing o  a donke  in t e dirt  d st     
       it donke ro ing
h r- il  eiðe   ‘to ro  in t e d st a donke    
       it donke ro ing to it
he erðe   ‘to r n o  s oo a donke  it he interjection to do

la  r-i  ‘t e act o  taking t e erd or grazing  
       it erd graze PRS.GER

l ar erðe  ‘to p t t e anket on t e ack o  t e 
    pack ani a s and drag t e  a ong         
       it covering rid e to do

l p š erðe   ‘to cover t e pack ani a s wit  specia  ankets
       it covering wear PRS to do

l šal erðe   ‘to cover t e c est o  pack ani a s  
       it covering s aw to do
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ele  eiðe   ‘to sit on ands dog   it elen  to do
pe era erðe   ‘t e ass grazing o  t e erd in a ric  past re

       it gro p grazing  to do
ri  erðe   ‘to ine p s eep   it ori z  to do
r=  r   ‘ aring o  a s eep, at t e ti e o  ating and givin irt   

       it or=and ær   
       ita ics  interjection

r=  ler erðe  ‘ s eep  to wa k aro nd er a  w i e icking
       it or=and t rning to do
l r- š  ‘taking care o  ee e ovine  it t in p PRS

l  ahaðe    ‘to de iver a a   it l n to p t
m  eiðe   ‘an ani a  a ected     it mæn æw to it
m še erðe   ‘t e entang ing o  a rope aro nd t e eg o  a ar
       it mæše to do

a- im-i erðe  ‘to act neas  in t e co d weat er o  t e ig ands 
   ovine  ar   it NEG rest ATTR to do

im r iðe   ‘to oo in a roken wa  on t e occasion o  o rning   
   or anot er cow   it a  to oo

i  a  erðe   ‘to sn e    it niz naz interjections   
       to do

i  i  erðe   ‘to w ine or to ap a dog          it niz niz interjection  
        s todo
p r l- r erðe  ‘t e c tting o  ovine s woo , s ort eno g  j st to protect   
    i  against ot weat er  it dirt c t PRS to do
pave  erðe   ‘to spin goat air ank   it paven to do
pey eiðe   ‘t e e a stion o  t e pack ani a s nder t e oad d   
    ring t e seasona  igration  it track to it
r m rðe   ‘to escape; scattering o  a erd  a t ie  or wo  attack
       it scare to eat
ri al erðe   ‘a ecting o  a s eep  diarr ea     
       it ri al to do
ri - erehðe   ‘a ecting o  a s eep  diarr ea              
       it diarr ea to take

r-  erðe  ‘t e ove ent o  t e erd towards grazing wit o t t e   
               s ep erd s awareness   it ead take o PRS to do

r- m eiðe   ‘ e oo ng o  a e tra p ing wit  t e oo  on t e   
           gro nd  w ic  peop e t ink is a sign o  a    
   t ie eing aro nd   it ead oo to it
š  e h  ‘sta ing t e nig t in t e o ntain, nig t grazing
       it nig t to o ntain
š  r  ‘nig t grazing    it nig t graze PRS

š     ‘going or nig t grazing  it nig t take o PRS

š - -i    ‘going or nig t grazing  it  nig t take o PRS-GER

š - -i erðe   ‘to take t e erd o t or grazing in t e nig t  
       it nig t take o PRS-GER   
       to do
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y- iy hr erðe   ‘staring ike a dog   it dog ook to do
al- eh erðe    ‘ever ot er ear reeding o  ovines  heiven

       it ear etter to do
š e eiðe    ‘t e ping o  t e ani a s  oad into t e stones on t e   
                side o  t e pat   road   it šo e to it
š ha  erehðe   ‘ istening to t e so nds in distance, ike t e so nds pro  
    d ced  ani a s, specia  wa king o  a orse    
       it šohaz to take
š ha  veiðe    ‘ earing o  a so nd si i ar to wa king o  a passer    
    or ootsteps o  a orse   it.šohaz to co e

e-m  erðe   ‘dog s sni ng o  ood or t ings      
       it son e m s to do
t e iðe   ‘co ecting o  t e dried heiven  d ng     
       it tæ e to pick p
t  eiðe    ‘to asten an ani a s oad sing tæn     
       it tæn .to it 
terat ðe    ‘to ga op    it terat to take o
teri  erðe    ‘to asten t e kids in a row sing teri     
       it teri to do
ti  a iðe    ‘stra ing ro  t e erd   it seperate to eco e
tir- e- er   ‘c oosing t e est ovine  catt e  it at SBJV take PRS

tir- i  erðe   ‘to separate at and ean ovine  catt e and heiven  ro    
    eac  ot er
       it at weak to do
t  daðe    ‘t e rst e p ro  t e s ep erd to a new orn a  or   
                kid to start s cking i k  it drop to give
t r a iðe    ‘to eco e wi d o  a q adr ped     
       it wi d to eco e

a d š erðe    ‘twice i king o  a cow or Hællal št at a ti e
       it re i k PRS to do

ahei erðe    ‘to p s  a cow a ead   it wahei to do
yal šiðe   ‘to stop  g  ‘to e conde ned ; ‘to re ain si ent  
       it ane to p
y r  r hðe    ‘to prance    it yor æ  to go

3.2.1.9 Legal terms  
e eig t ter s in ta e  are representative o  t e ter s t at ak tiaris se 

in t eir ta ks and ost  in t eir disp tes over t eir past res and erds  is ist 
co d pro a  e ore e tensive

  M L    D L  L



1

Table 3.2.9: Legal terms
e ak tiari ter                     Meaning                                    t er n or ation

 Simplex  

d l t   ‘t e tea  o  ar  donke ; t e erd; wea t
de e    ‘partners ip in erding

 Complex 

l - r  ‘t e grazing rig t or t e owner o  t e erd        
       it grass graze.PRS.

l - ar  ‘t e ee t at erd owners ave to pa  to t e owners o    
    past res
       it grass ar

r -me ð-i   ‘pa ing t e s ep erd ased on t e n er o  s eep
       it a wage GER

l -de e  ‘a s ared erd    it erd s ared
h m-de e  ‘s aring a erd; partner   it toget er s ared 

im-e dar-i  ‘a contract according to w ic  one accepts taking care   
    o  anot er person s erd on t e condition t at one wi    
                receive a  o  its pro ts  it a ATTR ave PRS ATTR

3.2.1.10 Animal sounds and animal directed speech
o ads ave ver  ascinating wa s to co nicate wit  t eir ani a s, in

c ding w ist ing, s o ting, and singing and even p a ing a reed pipe  t wo d 
e idea  to record a  o  t ese voices and provide an a dio e ne t to eac  ter  

is proves ver  necessar  especia  in regard to ani a  directed so nds s c  as 
eše  ‘a specia  w ist e to ove t e ani a s , t e atte pted written or  o  w ic  

cannot give s an  c e to t e act a  so nd  

serving t e wa  t at ani a s react to t ese voices was one o   ost asci
nating e d e periences  Doc enting t is s ste  and co paring it wit  t e ot er 
no adic societies aro nd t e wor d is a t re desiderat  

ince ost o  t e co p e  ter s are j st a red p ication or j taposition o  
so e ono atopoeic words, writing t eir itera  eanings see ed red ndant and 
t e descriptive eanings t at are provided provides s cient in or ation a o t 
eac  ter
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Table 3.2.10: Animal sounds and animal directed speech
e ak tiari ter                     Meaning                          t er n or ation

 Simplex  

l m r  ‘ ow
rešt   ‘ ra ing o  a donke
rešt   ‘ oo  
r iðe   ‘to oo, to ow

d r     ‘an interjection sed  a ar er to ead t e ani a  down  
    t e e d
deti    ‘an interjection to keep awa  a dog
h elešt/ð   ‘ arking o  a dog
haš    ‘an interjection to stop a Hærom št
he   ‘an interjection to r n o  s oo a donke
h h     ‘an interjection to r n o  s oo a cow

    ‘interjection to ca  a dog
lerešt    ‘ aaing
eše     ‘a specia  w ist e to ove t e ani a s

ši ešt    ‘neig ing o  a orse or are
š ha     ‘a so nd, ike a orse or so e od  wa king in distance

h / ahei   ‘an interjection to r n a cow
hš   ‘an interjection to r n o  s oo a goat
r    ‘an interjection sed  a ar er to ake t e p o g ing   

    ani a  go p t e e d
al r    ‘ ap dog

ye     ‘an interjection to r n o  s oo a goat  kid
i iðe   ‘t e so nd w ic  a orse tters w i e anot er orse is   

     passing  or w en  e is ngr

 Complex 

ri- ri  ‘a e od  w ic  t e s ep erd p a s or a s
= - hr  ‘t e ating so nd o  a goat  

r r   ‘ oo  
- e-d   ‘an tterance t at t e i ker sings to enco rage t e goats  

    co e to t e i king p ace
h e li   ‘ ast and contin o s arking  seeing a g t or a wi d   
    ani a  
h l  h l   ‘panting o  a dog o t o  t irst, nger and eat
h r=    ‘t e ra ing o  a Hærom št at t e ating period
hele  hele   ‘a s ort arking w en a dog s e s senses t e approac   
    ing o  a an or wi d ani a
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h l-ei ha  ‘an interjection to ake donke s or es wa k d ring   
    t ras ing
iš-ð     ‘an interjection, prod ced w i e i king a cow or a goat

eri eri   ‘interjection to send t e s eep awa
-    ‘interjection or ca ing a dog to co e or to go

ler-ler    ‘a contin o s aaing
r h-š h   ‘an interjection sed to enco rage a donke  or ating
ti-ti   ‘a specia  so nd to ca  a kid
ar= - i    ‘ ra ing o  a donke   heiv
i -e- a   ‘t e so nd o  a orse or e ca ing or ood  

3.2.1.11 Tools used for herding 
is section provides a ist o  too s t at t e no ads se on a dai  asis to e 

a e to carr  on t eir pivota  task o  erding  

ot s rprising  t ese too s ave not een c anged or nda enta  odern
ized, w en co pared wit  so e drawings and pict res t at ave een taken  

ost  estern trave ers at t e end o  nineteent  and eginning o  t e twentiet  
cent ries  ne o  t e ew added activities to t is ver  ancient pastora  i e is t e 
introd ction o  s ringes and t e act o  injection o  edicine to t e ani a s  o e 
oca  govern enta  veterinarians visit t e no adic co nities on an ann a  a

sis and instr ct or g ide t e  to take necessar  eas res especia  in t e case o  
so e epide ic ani a  disease

e ter s or too s inc de 1  si p e  and 1  co p e  words, a ost  o  
t e data

Table 3.2.11: Tools used for herding 
e ak tiari ter                     Meaning                        t er n or ation

 Simplex  

ele   ‘ e eet part o  a goat skin container w ic  is astened   
     a rope
it     ‘a reed ence or t e a s and kids

m it    ‘a reed ence or t e a s and kids     
       = olæ om itæ 
da     ‘a eta  too  t at w en eated is sed or randing  
       arking
d ra     ‘t e ig e  o  t e e wet er     a so or ca e , oan word   
                    ro  neig oring    
       as qai tri es

lað    ‘a rid e; a co ar; t e woven rein o  a orse  
aš    ‘pen, a s rro nded piece o  and to gat er ovine  
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l    ‘a t ick covering or t e ani a s
r    ‘a device sed or weaning  to prevent a kid ro    

               s ck ing; it is a piece o  wood w ic  wi  e p aced in   
   t e o t  o  t e kid,  wit  two strings on its ot  sides   
   t at wi  e astened to its orns

l h    ‘a p ace to keep a s and kids  
m il    ‘a t in eaded rope to p t on a ca  neck  g  ver  t in
r ð    ‘a piece o  e t to e p aced nder t e tai  o  q adr peds
r š i    ‘t e ring o  a sadd e w ic  is p aced e ow t e tai  
t    ‘a rope t at is sed to asten t e oad or t e sadd e on t e  
   ack o  an ani a
teri    ‘a rope to asten t e kids in a row  

l   ‘t e ig e  o  t e e wet er  a so ca ed  zæn ol e   
       do or ‘ it e EZ do or
i     ‘sadd e

 Complex 

di - ar  ‘t e rope o  a orse s rein  it tai ridd e
da -deriš m  ‘t e sign or ark o  an ani a  it rand scar
d -d     ‘a c ain wit  a ock sed to asten t e egs o  an ani a ;   
   a pad ock                                     it two and
aš-e l /e   ‘t e o ntain s ope w ic  is s rro nded  ranc es   

              and o iage to keep ovine  it aš-EZ- erd 
l ar  ‘t e po po  o  t e rid e  it owe ridd e

- ð    ‘a covering or t e dder to prevent a s and kids ro   
   s ck ing    it dder PRS.PTC. asten
a a-y l   ‘t e catt e cow  arn   it p ace cow P

l šal     ‘a specia  covering or t e ani a s  c est     
       it covering-s a

l h- me it   ‘a pen ade o  reed to keep a s and kids    
       it pen me it

al ða     ‘a orses oe or  o  rand or aking ani a s  
       it orses oe- rand
š - t              ‘an specia  e t coat wit  c osed s eeve o es sed    
   s ep erds 1 1                                it nig t PST.PTC.s eep
t -e i    ‘a specia  e t nder a are or e s e  to s pport   
   t e sadd e    it e t EZ sadd e

1 1  
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ir- ar   ‘t e eta  nose gear o  heiven it c ain rid e
ir-di -i   ‘a rope t at passes nder t e tai  to asten t e two sides   

                o  an ani a  covering toget er it nder tai ATTR

3.2.1.12 Words for animal diseases

e o owing ta e is a ist o  a ost a  t e known diseases t at represent a 
constant c a enge or t e no ads

n interesting point wort  entioning is t e se o  so e o  t ese words and e
pressions or swearing and c rsing one anot er, eit er as an individ a  word, s c  
as i p  or  sing an optative ver   e ow  in a constr ction s c  as e ow

re -i           me -e           a ili-y-a=t    e -a-h-e 
ren INDF     in EZ            toot -E-P =BP.2SG    it PRS-OPT-E-3SG 
‘Ma  a ren  strikes o r o ar teet  

not er wa  o  swearing sing t ese ter s is to se t e  wit  a past particip e 
and ake an adjective

       erehd-e  
       take.PST-PTCP

‘ stricken! o e od  w o is a ected  

Table 3.2.12: Taxa for di ea e
e ak tiari ter                     Meaning                              t er n or ation

 Simplex 
de i r          ‘a disease o  q adr peds 1   

r          ‘a disease t at essens t e at o  a s eep tai
eme          ‘a disease t at akes goat na e to wa k
er e          ‘tick; deer tick s ared wit  ovine, heiven , an, irds and   

  dog  
          ‘a disease t at in ates a donke s pa ate  o c re it, t e  need to    

  pierce t e res ting g and  so or Hærom št and ar
marmi           ‘a disease t at is ca sed  a w ite and t in parasite in t e ng   
           o  a  ani a s and even irds
m       ‘1  catt e s ;  dizziness o  Hærom št and ar  
m r          ‘ ean ike g ands nder t e skin o  a goat w ic  as eaten too   
  c  acorn
re          ‘a disease or heiven   
šeš e          ‘a kind o  parasite t at s cks ovine  heiven  or dog s ood   
  and akes t e  weak and e aciated

1  t e ter  is a so sed as a c rse to re er to peop e
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 Complex 

l -š h ‘a disease w ic  a ects t e sp een o  a goat         
       it ælæ ack
i -e lele i ‘a kid a ected  a certain parasite, lele              

       it kid EZ lele ATTR

a-mir  ‘ e onic p ag e    it cow PRS.die
-  ‘a parasite t at a ects weak and ee e ovines  heiven

       it ivid-æ
š-  ‘t e o ter part o  a oo ; t e growt  o  an ovine s oo

       it s oe-æ
h-mir ‘ e onic p ag e o  s eep   it o ntain die PRS.

l -ri š  ‘ isters aro nd ips and o t  o  kid or a  
       it ip root
lele -i  ‘a ected  lele    it lele ATTR  
l r-i   ‘d ing o  ovine or heiven  ca sed  severe co d   
       it severe co d ATTR

m -   ‘ovine s r nning nose    it snot-æ
hm-deriš m ‘c t or wo nd ark on an ovine or heiven  od   

       it wo nd scar
y- a  ‘a ata  disease o  dogs    it dog deat
hle p ‘an ovine or catt e disease trokenin  it ga  adder ig

3.2.1.13 Expressions showing the relation of human and animals
a e 1  contains ter s and co po nds t at are ost  pro essions re ated 

to erding  s can e seen t is ist as no si p e  words, ost o  t e  are ade  
co po nding an ani a  na e wit  a present ste  o  a ver , ending in an adver ia  
s  e ost req ent adver ia  s  in t is regard is  wit  an appro i ate 

eaning o  ‘one w o does  ere e ists one ot er s  - , t e e act eaning 
o  w ic  is not c ear to e

Table 3.2.13 Relation of human and animals 
e ak tiari ter                     Meaning                                   t er n or ation

 Simplex  

 Complex 
r- el-     ‘a s eep s ep erd   it a P -ADV

- r-   ‘t e s earing ti e o  goats  it goat c t.PRS-ADV 
- ar   ‘a goat erd    it goat graze PRS. 
- ar -i  ‘t e act o  goat erding   it goat graze PRS PTC
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- el-    ‘a goat erd    it goat P -ADV 
a- ar    ‘cow erd, one w o takes cows or grazing  

       it cow graze.PRS.
a- el-    ‘cow erd    it cow P -ADV

a-p     ‘cow erd, one w o takes care o  cows  
       it cow keep PRS.

r- el-   ‘ca erd    it ca P -ADV

h r- a r-   ‘one w o r ns t e catt e ack, catt e erd 1  
       it donke cow PRF-t rn.  
       PRS. 
h r- el-    ‘a donke erd    it donke P -ADV

la  ar    ‘a paid grazier, s ep erd  it erd graze PRS.
r m     ‘ ost er; a s ep erd o  ar  it erd ?!
r m  dar  ‘one w o as a erd; a ric  person     
       it erd ave PRS.

3.2.1.14 Other words related to fauna

a e 1  contains  words 8 si p e  and  co p e , w ic  constit tes 
18,   o  t e data  ese are a variet  o  ter s s c  as od  parts; cover ter s 
or a  ani a s, odi  prod cts and so e adjectives t at are sed speci ca  to 

descri e ani a s  s wit  regard to od  parts, t e ter s were previo s  orga
nized in a separate ta e  a ove , t t e  are repeated ere to s ow t e e act 
distri tion o  words in di erent se antic do ains

Table 3.2.14: Other Taxa 
e ak tiari ter                     Meaning                                       t er n or ation

 Simplex  

al  ‘an ovine wit  a w ite ront   a so or po tr
ar   ‘t e categor  o  orse p s are and e

r  ‘ rine
d š l  ‘a at g and nder t e skin o  t e ani a s

l  ‘a erd o  ani a s; an ovine erd
l   ‘a erd o  ani a s; an ovine erd
r  ‘t e ow at and t in tai  o  a s eep   
š   ‘a pen or ovine

/e ‘a pen or ovine
  ‘ dder, a cow s reast

h šam  ‘ ivestock
hei   ‘do estic ani a s
hile  ‘an ani a  or an wit  a ea ti  c  od

1  g a good or not ing person
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 r  ‘ eat er
ð   ‘t e o ars o  t e q adr peds
  ‘t e  air o  a goat e  t at is sed to ake a s ep erd s   

   coat
a e at ‘ovine p acenta; ak tiaris  it wit  ore i k and cook it
ele e  ‘tai one o  a s eep
heil   ‘a na e or an o d and no e ar
ri   ‘q e ing o  t e ovine

la   ‘ e a e ani a
la    ‘a piece o  a ovine s woo  w ic  as a di erent co or
li    ‘p acenta o  ani a s
li    ‘ani a  reast
l    ‘read  or de ivering a
met   ‘ a s and kids e cre ent e ore starting to graze

il/ il   ‘a w ite is  Hærom št
iš   ‘ a  o  t e od ; one a  o  a cow or ovine s od

pave   ‘a nc  o  ns eaved goat air or ater spinning
pe er   ‘powder  cr s ed an re o  heiven
peš el   ‘ovine s d ng
ri al   ‘t e dried o t water  stoo  st ck to t e s eep woo  and air
e t  ‘deat  o  t e non a a  ani a s and dogs
i l  ‘t e skin nder an ewe s tai
mat   ‘donke  and ar s d ng
m li   ‘t e itt e oo  o  a cow  ovine
r    ‘ orn

š t r   ‘ca e
le   ‘pieces o  do g  to eed dogs

t e   ‘dried d ng heiven
t pal   ‘cow d ng
terat  ‘ga op
til/ tile   ‘ a  ani a
t l e ið   ‘a separated ovine  catt e ro  t e erd
t l m   ‘a n er o  ovines
t l   ‘  p pp      =tile sæy
yal  ‘ ane
y r    ‘a c ar ing wa  o  wa king  a orse
ehe   ‘ e a e ani a s  genita s

 Complex 

ar- š ‘pack ani a     it oad  p PRS

e hr ‘aro sed, read  or ating    it in æhr  
e d t  ‘a dog read  or ating    it in-dæst   

rme p t ‘a skinn  heiven    it eat er skin 
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ar- a  ‘t e categor  o  orse p s are  it o r-wa
 h l -h l ‘t e specia  scent o  a e goat read  or ating  

       it s e -hælæ hælæ
el- - e- i ‘t e s a  intestine o  a  t e ani a s  it ort eter to stoe

di -dera-  ‘t e ong tai ed heiven   it tai ong P

l  r m  ‘a erd o  ovine and catt e   it erd erd 
ir-e  ‘a dog s c spid     it c spid EZ dog

h lal- št   ‘ovine  cow     it H lal eat
š š ‘ovine s s a  intestine    it p .PRS

št-i  ‘an ovine, cow and Hællal št t at is kept to e sed or its 
eat        it ki PST.PTC-ATTR

t- h  ‘ an re d p     it d ng p ace
la -ðar   ‘spotted     it la PRS ave
mel a-h-i ‘a a  ade o  cow s air   it air cow -ATTR

mi š e ri  ‘ o owing eac  ot er ovines   it ewe to ori z
p r-p r-i ‘t e sto ac  o  ovine  orse and catt e 1      
       it eat er eat er ATTR

p -ešpi ð ‘ ng      it p w ite
ri r- a ‘a new  red ovine  heiv   it ri wær give irt .PRS.
ri - hl  ‘t e green water  stoo  o  ovine or cow ca sed  an  in ated   
   ga   ader            it water  stoe ga ad  
       der æ

r- r ‘ovine and ot er grazing ani a s      
       it ead graze PRS.

y- r  ‘jacka ; wo dog    it dog wo
y-la   ‘a s e dog, a itc    it dog e a e

a a ‘an ovine  heiven  w ic  j st as given irt  
       it  separate give irt .PRS.
ir- il  ‘tripe a  ani a s    it silæwæ

šir-šir-  ‘s a  rown g ands in t e sto ac  o  ovine  
       it i k i k æ
tare ti   ‘an ani a  t at sta pede   it tare ti

š-r  ‘a q ick and ig t ooted ani a  
       it nice go.PRS

y  m  ‘one oo ed; an ani a  wit  a ro nd oo  s c  as  Hærom št   
       it one oo ATTR

yal-ði   ‘ orse air     it ane tai

1  s ared  a  grazing ani a s
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3.2.2 Classi cation of ora

e st d  o  ora in ak tiari presents severa  c a enges, ost  d e to t e 
geograp ica  dispersion o  t e p ants and to a esser degree o  t eir i portance 
or t e no ads as co pared to a na  n ot er words, t e ond etween a no ad 

and is erd is n reaka e and is ani a s are an integra  part o  is dai  i e  
n contrast,  ost o  t e species o  p ants p a  on  a argina  ro e in a no ad s 

wor d, is ajor concern eing on  t e p ants t at e can se as odder and orage 
to eed is ivestock

n addition, t e ani a s are a wa s wit  t e  t t e vegetation is dispersed 
and di erent t ro g o t t e ak tiari a itat  ere ore, to c eck t e tropica  
p ants  s owing t e  to t e cons tant o  s o d e in t at area, ærmesir, in 
t e rig t ti e w en t e targeted p ant as a read  grown or e ore it as dried o t  

e sa e goes or t e p ants in eylaq; i e  t e non tropica  ones   t ese ake 
c ecking t e ora ore ti e cons ing

Moreover, peop e are not as attentive to t e s rro nding vegetation as t e  are 
towards t eir ani a s  er  ew peop e can na e a  t e species t at are growing 
in a certain a itat  Men are genera  aware o  t e kind o  vegetation t at can e 
sed to eed t e erd and wo en know so e ver  pop ar edicina  er s

ere are, owever, p ants t at are ver  pop ar1 and t e  are sed dai  as 
ood or edicine, s c  as pinæ ‘penn ro a , a kind o  int  sir ‘s a ot  or æw o 

‘t e  ne i portant aspect o  ak tiari c t re is t at t e order etween ood 
and edicine is ver  rred  ased on t is n tritio s p i osop , w atever o  
eat can ca se a t r ence inside t e od , or ar onize and ea  it  ere ore, 
t ese edicina  n tritio s er s p a  a ver  e inent ro e in t e ak tiaris  and 
especia  t e no ads  ever da  i e; ence a ost ever od , even t e o nger 
generation, are a i iar wit  edicina  p ants

ertain er s t at on  grow in eylaq are sed as so venirs to e taken to 
ærmesir or re atives w o do not ave a no adic i e  ese can e o nd in t e 
oca  s ops, can e ver  e pensive, and inc de er s s c  as t re ‘wi d spring on

ion , l- ere a  ‘sage r s , r e el  ‘dried eaves o  o ntain ce er ; 
hr ‘a kind o  wi d red spring onions  and li le, a er  t at is sed to c re t e 

co on co d  

ere are an  p ants and er s s c  as li le or w ic   cons tants and 
 do not even know t e ersian eq iva ents, w ic  ade nding t eir ng is  or 

1  ere is a a e an, in is orties, a id rdes iri, an rdes qariv, w o is according to t e 
w o e tri e, an e pert in t is regard and e is teac ing is teenage da g ter a  a o t er s and p ants  
 ad t e c ance to wa k wit  i  once in is tard n, aking p otos and asking i  t e na es o  a  

t e p ants t at we wo d enco nter  ecent  e as a so sent e so e a dio es t ro g  t e o i e 
app ication, e egra , answering so e o   atest q estions and e ping e to odi   second 
pre i inar  ora  ta ono  see e ow
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scienti c na es i possi e   ave co ected pict res o  an  o  t e , a s a  
co ection o  w ic  can e o nd in ppendi  

Man  o  t e species are endangered, s c  as m ir ‘s a ot , qar  ‘wi d s
roo s  and el -e pa e ‘ it ce er EZ and pa = a wi d pa ike ce er , 
d e to ns ste atic se o  t e and, converting past res to agric t ra  e ds and 
orc ards and ot er eco ogica  disasters  D ring t e past cent r  so e p ants ave 

eco e e tinct, t ere ore, an  o  t e er s or trees are not known  t e present 
generation and t eir na es do not ring a e  in t e ind o  a o ng no ad  

Maddadi s de nitions o  p ants are not a wa s e p  eit er, since in an  
cases e on  entions  ‘a kind o  tree  or ‘a kind o  p ant  o eti es t ere are 
severa  eanings or a sing e ter , s c  as t

 t ese considerations ed to t e conc sion to present t e data on ak tiari 
ora ere as a genera  overview   deeper t eoretica  disc ssion and a co parative 

st d  wit  ot er otanica  s ste s is on  possi e a ter pro onged e dwork,  
wa king inc   inc  t ro g  t e ak tiari a itat in eylaq and ærmesir, taking 
p otos and recording a  t e na es and edicina  or n triatio s eat res o  eac  
and ever  p ant  n e tensive ist o  ora, owever, is presented in ppendi   

is ist contains  words, inc ding na es o  di erent p ants, ver s re ated to 
p ants and a so too s and ter s sed in agric t re and ortic t re

n t is section, t ere ore, t e oc s wi  ain  e on presenting t e rst and 
o servations and t e res ts o  t e disc ssions t at  ave ad in t e co rse o  t e 
researc  ti  now wit  diverse cons tants on t e s ject o  otanica  ta ono  t 
t e end o  t is section , a part is assigned or a disc ssion on t e oak tree and 
acorn  is tree and its r it enjo  a ver  pro inent socio c t ra  stat s a ong 

ak tiaris, as wi  e e p ained e ow, t ere ore, t e  deserve to e presented wit  
so e detai  and dept  

wo road c assi cations as e erged t ro g  an  o rs o  conversation 
wit  two separate gro ps o  cons tants w o were a  ro  t e rdes qariv ranc  
o  t e a e tri e  is ack o  consens s over one ni ed c assi cation o  ora 
is anot er indication s owing t at no ads are not as etic o s a o t disting is
ing di erent p ants as t e  are towards t e ani a s

e rst dra t o  t is pre i inar  c assi cation o  p ants presented in t e c art 
e ow as e erged d ring a e d trip in Dece er 1 , in is tard n, a ong 

Ma nesa s a i  ig re 1  represents t is rst ta ono ica  c art  ere again, as 
in t e case o  a na, we see con or it  wit  t e genera  tendenc  in t e wor d s 
ta ono ica  s ste s, as e pressed in t e t ird genera ization o  er in et a  1  

, t at is to sa , t e rst eve  o  ta ono ica  ierarc , t e niq e eginner, 
does not ave a na e
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Flora 

dar=o dera t 
 ‘tree’ 

koh-i ‘wild’ 

bi-sæmær 
‘fruitless’ 

sæmær-dar  
‘with fruit’ 

dæst-i  ‘planted’ 

bi-sæmær 
 ‘fruitless’ 

sæmær-dar 
 ‘with fruit’ 

bote                             
‘bush; shrub; heath’ ælæf   

‘herb’ 

ærden-i  
‘edible’ 

sæm-i 
‘poisonous’ 

Figure 18 First version of Bakhtiari oral taxonomy

ased on t is c assi cation, a  t e p ants can e gro ped into t ree i e or s, 
na e  dar=o dera t ‘ it ta  wood=and tree ; ote w ic  covers a  t e species 
t at t e words s , s r  and eat  signi  in ng is ; and ælæf  n ersian 

t e atter word can on  ean weed or verd re t in ak tiari it can ean er , 
grass, weed and even grains and owers  e i e or  ote ends ere, t t e 

ot er two i e or s ave a so t e generic eve  

e categor  o  ælæf is divided into two neq a  s gro ps in t e sense t at 
t e rst gro p ærden i ‘ it to eat ATTR= edi e  as n ero s ta a covering a  
t e grains and er s t at are sed or n tritio s or edicina  p rposes and a so a  
ot er wi d p ants s c  as weeds or grass t at can e sed as odder or orage or t e 
ani a s  ereas or t e second categor  sæm i ‘ it poison ATTR= poisono s  t e 
cons tants co d on  provide t ree ta a  ese wi  e disc ssed in ore detai  
in t e re evant section

e generic eve  o  dar=o deræ t a so as two generic gro ps, i e  oh i ‘ it
o ntain ATTR= wi d  and dæst i  ‘ it  and ATTR= p anted or c tivated  

e i e or  dar=o deræ t can e rt er categorized to inc de a speci c 
eve  o  r it  or r it ess trees or ot  generic gro ps o  ohi and dæsti  e 

re ated ta a o  t ese gro ps wi  e presented in t e re ated section 1 e ow

e second s ggested ta ono , owever, as on  two i e or s ri el-i ‘ it
on gro nd ATTR= to c ing t e gro nd  and dar=o deræ t as presented in g re 

 e ow
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flora 

ri el-i 

ælæf  bote 

dar=o 
deræ t 

bote deræ t 

Figure 19 Second version of Bakhtiari oral taxonomy

is second c art as e erged t ro g  pro onged virt a  e d work, te t essag
ing and e c anging o  voice essages t ro g  di erent o i e app ications wit  
anot er gro p o  cons tants w o are now sett ed in a vi age, t ad ived t e 
ajor part o  t eir ives as a no ad and t e  ave a rep tation o  knowing ever

t ing a o t t e p ants ee ootnote 1  a ove  

e q estions and answers wit  t e  ro g t severa  interesting points to t e 
s r ace  irst, t e signi cance o  t e word dar co pared to t e now ore co on 
word deræ t in ot  ak tiari and ersian  ar re ers to ever  ta  tree and a so 
an  ong piece o  wood inc ding, or e a p e, t e wooden ea s t at are sed in 
a r g weaving oo  eræ t can re er to an  s ort or ta  tree  

ere t e over ap etween t e re erents o  trees and s es egins  o ak tia
ris t e di erence etween a s  and a tree is certain  not t e eig t t rat er 
t e s ape o  t e tr nk   tree is s a  t e one wit  a ni ed and strong tr nk  t 
t en w en a s ort wi d tree as not een pr ned and as deve oped severa  t ick 

ranc es over ti e, t e  a  re er to it  ot  ter s ote and deræ t, especia  
w en t e  are not ver  a i iar wit  its species  

e new ter  in t is ta ono  is ri el-i w ic  re ers to a  t e p ants t at grow 
near t e s r ace o  t e gro nd, ot  ro  t e top and ro  t e ndergro nd  n 
ot er words, root p ants as we  as a  t e ot er p ants t at grow a ove t e gro nd 
are considered ri el i i  t e  do not grow ver  ig  ro  t e s r ace o  t e soi  

o c ari  a criterion or t is eig t t e  entioned anot er ter  r der t-i ‘ it
ead tree ATTR=on ta  trees  as opposed to ri el i p ants t at are genera  not ver  
ig  p ants, t e ta est o  w ic  s o d not e ceed t e c est o  a id eig t an

e ot er c aracteristic o  t is second ta ono  is t at ot  its i e or s ave 
a categor  o  ote at t e generic eve  e i ediate t o g t wo d e t at a

e ote s o d e pro oted to t e i e or  eve , t t e cons tants strong  
rejected t e idea, arg ing t at ‘ o, ote is a ri el i, as it is a kind o  tree  is 
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a ig it  in t e de nition o  ote, in  opinion, is eca se it s a cover ter , t e 
ta a o  w ic , as entioned a ove, can e a  t e species o  t e categories t at are 
re erred to in ng is  as s , s r  and eat

not er ver  interesting o servation is t at t e cons tants, w i e ta king a o t 
p ants, were repeated  re erring to t e ani a s and a ter entioning ever  p ant, 
t e ne t tterance wo d e w et er it is good or ad or t is or t at ani a  e  
even entioned, severa  ti es, a sa ing w ic  s ows ow in t eir inds t e  
eva e p ants ased on t eir sage or t e erding

r e ,1  r , ay m , mi l  mi š
ærzen ace; a ond, goat; mi læw, ewe

 t is t e  ean t at ærzen t at is a kind o  wi d a ond tree wit  a ver  ard 
wood is j st s ita e to ake a ace, a ver  i portant de ensive too  or a no ad  

ayom ‘a ond tree  is a coarse tree, its ranc es are s ita e to ake sticks to 
g ide a ock o  to g  ani a s ike goats   mi læw as ver  de icate and ragrant 
ranc es, t ere ore, it is nice eno g  to to c  t eir e oved ewes  e  even t ink 

t at it is movare  ‘ essed  to de icate  strike a s eep wit  mi læw and it wi  
ca se a ndance in t eir n er and weig t  

n i portant o servation regarding t e ora no enc at re is t at a ost a  t e 
ta a ave a pri ar  e e e wit o t an  c ear eaning  n ot er words, t e si p e  
na es o  t e ora do not g ide s towards an  description o  t eir appearance or 
sage, contrar  to or e a p e, an  ird na es  ro  t e ist e ow, or instance, 

on  t e na e o  t e tree ‘ op s a a  re ers to t e co or o  t e tree tr nk, i e  
e ð /e ‘ it ivid DEF , w ic  can e interpreted as ‘t e one wit  dark is  gra  

co or  so in e dar t e second part, is o vio s  dar w ic  re ers to t e ver  
ta  tr nk o  t is tree,1  t t e eaning o  t e rst part re ains nc ear, a t o g  
it see s to e t e sa e e e e as t e ersian word or t e p ane tree, e ar

n ot  ta ono ica  c arts a ove we see no ention o  r its and vegeta es 
s c  as water e on, c c er, to ato, potato, a ergine, z cc ini and t e ike  

en asked a o t t eir p ace in t e categor  t e s ared answer was  e  are 
aq i ‘ it garden ATTR= c tivated in a garden  e  ave not ing to do wit  s  

is is contrar  to t e act t at nowada s an  no ads ave a s a  garden e
side t eir tents or growing to atoes, peppers, a ergines, c c ers and si i ar 
vegeta es t at t e  se on a dai  asis  owever, t e act t at t e  ave earned 
gardening ro  eylaq i yæl ‘ it eylaq ATTR-P = t e residents o  t e cities and vi

1  gda s a ssknec tii
1  
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ages o  eylaq , akes t is categor  as so et ing i ported and not originated in 
t eir own c t re

n t e o owing sections a se ected n er o  ta a ro  t e rst ta ono ica  
c art is represented  e reason or t is c oice is t at t e rst c art as a  t e 
categories inc ded in t e second c art t not vice versa  o e o  t e ta a isted 

ere s c  as eram elit, cannot e o nd in t e origina  ist o  ora ppendi  
 eca se t e  ave co e p d ring t e ong and in or a  disc ssions wit  t e 

cons tants in t e ater stages o  t e researc

3.2.2.1 dar=  der t
a e 1  contains a ist o  t e ost req ent  seen or sed trees in t e 

ak tiari area  t is notewort  t at w en a tree is considered as i sæmær or r it
ess, it on  eans t at t e r it o  t at tree is not edi e or ans

owada s, so e o  t e wi d trees ave c anged t eir stat s ro  eing wi d 
into eing p anted  e r it trees are o vio s  c tivated or t eir r its, t e ost 
pop ar ones in eylaq eing peac , app e, apricot, wa n t and a ond  n ærmesir, 

owever, t e on  recent  c tivated tree is t e o ive tree w ic  is not origina  
ro  t at area t was advised  t e govern enta  agric t ra  e perts to e 

p anted t ere to prevent soi  oss and a so as a so rce o  inco e or so e oca s  
ro  t e r it ess trees, t e ast growing wi ow and pop l s al a are req ent  

p anted or t eir s ade and a so to ark t e order ine o  t e orc ards and ot er 
pieces o  ands  is e p ains w  t ese trees are entioned in ot  oh i ‘ o n
tain  wi d  and dæst i ‘ and  c tivated  categories

Table 3.2.15:  der t ‘tree
e ak tiari ter                               Meaning                                 t er n or ation

 h-i ‘wi d; it o ntain-ATTR      
            
       i- m r

ei m  ‘ ontpe ier ap e  acer monspess lan m
še    ‘ one s ck e   lonicera n mm lariifolia

   ‘ta arisk, sa t cedar  tamaris
ta    ‘a tree wit  an o ive ike r it
mi l   ‘a kind o  wi d tree
e dar  ‘platan s   platan s orientalis

rre   ‘wi d g
i d ð   ‘wi ow   salix a ylonica

           
   m r-dar

erd / irdi  ‘wa n t
ir   ‘ g
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ar   ‘ziziph s    rhamnaceae
r e    ‘a kind o  wi d tree
elit   ‘oak
i te   ‘ a tree
el   ‘ astic     pistacia lentisc s 
e    ‘ ersian t rpentine tree   pistacia atlantica

te e t   ‘wi d a ond
ay m  ‘a ond

 d t-i ‘p anted; it and ATTR        
                  
  i- m r         
    i d/ð   ‘wi ow

e ð /e198  ‘pop l s al a    salicaceae
y   ‘ ropean as    fraxin s excelsior

            
             m r-dar

erd / irdi  ‘wa n t
ir   ‘ g

ar   ‘po egranate
i v   ‘app e
ay m  ‘a ond

h l    ‘peac
rd-ali/   ‘apricot

ila    c err
herm   ‘pear

3.2.2.2 te
s entioned a ove, t e categor  o  ote is t e ost pro e atic one, consist

ing o  a variet  o  p ants ro  eat s to s r s and ro  s es to s ort and s a  
trees  e ist e ow can e c  onger and an  species o  ote are inc ded 
in t e ist o  ppendi   e ta a isted ere are a ong t e ost pop ar and 
widespread ones  s can e seen, even t e grapevine is considered a ote w ereas 
in an  otanica  ta ono ies a separate categor  is considered or t e vine it
kowski and rown 1 8   

e na es or t e ta a in t is categor  are a so ost  si p e   c rio s 
na e is eram elit in w ic  t e second part o  t e co po nd na e eans ‘oak  
or ‘acorn , t t is p ant, according to t e cons tants as no a nit  wit  an oak 
tree, neit er in its appearance nor in its socio c t ra  ro e ee  e ow  e 

eaning o  t e rst part is not precise  known  

1 8  o on  known as w ite pop ar, e ongs to t e a i  o  t e sa icaceae wi ow a i ; 
ttp en ortipedia co wiki ite pop ar
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e seeds o  di ešt ‘wi d r e  are sed in rit a s to prevent t e evi  e e, and its 
s oke is e ieved to ave disin ection e ects

ong t e ost widespread and seen s es in eylaq are i e ‘ i k vetc  and 
š  ‘a kind o  s  wit  red erries  eir ranc es are sed to ake te porar  
dwe ings or s a  ani a s or or aking s e ters against t e rning s er 
s n  e dried ranc es are a so sed as rewood

Di erent ani a s ave di erent e avio r towards p ants, t ere ore, wit  na
ing eac  p ant,  cons tants wo d ention, a ost i ediate , t e na e o  
t e do estic ani a  t at eats t at p ant  is e tra in or ation was not e p  or 
c assi ing t e p ants and conseq ent  is not added ere

Table 3.2.16: te ‘ s
e ak tiari ter                               Meaning                                  t er n or ation

eram elit  ‘a kind o  s       
ri    ‘a kind o  wi d p ant      

di ešt     ‘es and, wi d r e, rian r e     
i /e   ‘ i k vetc        
evir   ‘a kind o  s  

m    ‘grapevine       
m rt   ‘ rt e        
t t    ‘s ac        
er    ‘tropica  astragal s t at does not ave sap    

š       ‘a kind o  s  wit  red erries         
har-e š   ‘a t orn  s  wit  pa ike eaves and pink owers;   
    w en dried and cr s ed it, is sed as odder    
       it  t orn EZ- ack

har l   ‘a kind o  t orn s  t at is sed or odder and resin  
erd  h-i  ‘wi d wa n t tree w ic  is s orter and s a er t an c ti  

                vated one    it wa n t o ntain ATTR

ay m te-i  ‘a s ike wi d a ond  it a ond s ATTR

3.2.2.3 l
e ast categor  o  p ants is t e ver  co pre ensive i e or  o  ælæf  s en

tioned in t e description o  t e ta ono ica  c art a ove, t is categor  inc des a  
t e weeds, er s, grass and wi d owers s c  as a o i e or t e a o s pside 
down peria  t ips o  eylaq and t e s ort and red ane one o  ærmesir  ven 
grains are considered to e ælæf  in spite o  t e act t at t e rest o  t e e ers o  
t is categor  are wi d and not c tivated  e no ads divide t is diverse categor  
on a ti itarian asis in on  two generic sections  rde i i e  edi e  eit er 

ans or ani a s and  mi ‘poisono s  e atter as on  t ree e ers, viz  
t e t ree p ants t at i  eaten are ata  to ani a s and ans a ike
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Table 3.2.17:  l  ‘grass, er , 
e ak tiari ter                               Meaning                                  t er n or ation

 rde -i   ‘edi e; it to eat-ATTR      
š    ‘t e sed to c re co on co d  

avi   ‘c a o i e     
r  ‘spear t ist e      

ardi    ‘a non tropica  so r p ant t at ooks ike spring   
    onion        
el   ‘wi d ce er      

pi    ‘penn ro a      
qar    ‘ s roo      
ri a    ‘r ar      
t re   ‘alli m ampelopras m      
t le   ‘ a va       
evil   ‘a ragrant p ant t at as two kinds in tropica    

    and non tropica  areas     
h t    ‘t e  and ower o  fritillaria imperialis   
      it seven pee   

r    ‘a kind o  er  t at its powder is served wit   
      ka a      

l ere a   ‘ arrow   it ower rice a   
li le   ‘a kind o  edicina  er    
ri a    ‘r ar      
š -e šir  ‘two kinds o  p ant, one edi e and t e ot er is   
                sed or its sap   it šæn EZ i k

 m-i  ‘poisono s; it poisen ATTR  
h l   ‘a poisono s p ant
h r- hle  ‘o eander   it donke ga

yar- r   ‘co oc nt , itter app e, itter c c er, desert   
     go rd, eg si, or vine o  odo     
      it c c er wo

Man  ot er ta a ro  ppendi   can e added to t e ta es 1 1 , t e 
ones presented ere are e a p es o  t e ost wide  seen, grown and sed  t e 

ak tiaris

  M L    D L  L



18

3.2.3 elit ‘acorn; oak tree’
e agros Mo ntains are considered to e t e ain o e o  oak trees er

c s rantii  in ran, a t o g  c rrent  degraded t ro g  overgrazing and de or
estation  eing in t e o e and o  t e ak tiaris or cent ries ong, t ese trees 

ave eco e a q intessentia  part o  ak tiar c t re and ang age  ere are 
ore t an twent  words in t e ang age j st to re er to di erent parts o  t e tree 

and its r it, ot  ca ed elit in ak tiari, and even ver s descri ing t e process 
o  aking specia  read ro  acorn  e oak wood, t anks to its so idit  and ig  
resistance is one o  t e ost s stantia  ateria s or t e ak tiari no ads  asic 
too s and devices

part ro  t e p sica  preva ence o  elit in ak tiari ever da  i e, it is 
eq a  present in a ost a  ani estations o  t eir ora  traditions, s c  as a
entations, wedding songs, o k ta es and an  prover s and sa ings, and even in 
t eir na es  is vast sage portra s t e ak tiaris  strong dependence on t e tree 
and its r it  corn in genera  as a wa s een a so rce o  co p e entar  n trition 
or t e no ads, especia  in t e ti es o  a ine  

n t is section  wi  descri e t is intensive interaction etween t e ak tiari 
no ads and t eir nat ra  s rro ndings t ro g  de ving into t eir voca ar  and 
ora  iterat re  o ac ieve t is,  wi  present a  t e words and t eir e act ean
ings and nction   wi  a so give so e e e p ar  verses w ic  portra  t e wa  

ak tiaris conve  t eir deepest ee ings, sing t e connotations re ated to t e oak 
tree, as t e  ave i t p t ro g  t e cent ries o  i e nder its enevo ent and 
grace  s adow

e origina  e tracted ist ro  Maddadi 1  contains  words and ter s 
ppendi  8 , t it was red ced to  as presented in ta es 18 and 1  

e ow  is red ced ist contains a  t e words t at are known  t e a e 
cons tants and is divided into two ta es  e rst one represents a  t e words 
and e pressions re ated to t e oak tree and acorn and t eir parts  e second ta e 

1  contains a  t e too s t at are sed to arvest acorn or to process it and a so 
t e na es o  t e prod cts ade ro  t e processed acorn  

s can e noticed, as wit  t e previo s ists o  p ants a ove, ost o  t e words 
are si p e es  e itera  eanings o  t e co po nd words are provided w enev
er t e eanings o  t e constit ents were c ear

Table 3.2.18 elit and its parts
e ak tiari ter                             Meaning                                    t er n or ation

elit    ‘acorn oak tree
dar lit    ‘oak tree   it ta  wood acorn æ  

m      ‘t e skin o  oak
   ‘t e cap o  t e acorn
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t   ‘t e inner skin o  t e acorn    
ey   ‘acorn core wit o t re e, t sti  wit  or wit o t æft    

pi    ‘t e rotten core o  t e oak tree 1

re e  ‘t e green or o ter skin o  t e acorn
šil   ‘a ong ranc
šil-e elit-i  ‘a ranc  o  oak tree   it šil EZ acorn ATTR 

Table 3.2.19 Tools and products related to elit
e ak tiari ter                               Meaning                                  t er n or ation

m  ‘a eta  too  to co ect t e ot acorns nder t e re    
       a so  mæqaš  

edeli  ‘a specia  ag anging ro  t e neck or co ecting   
                acorn                  a so  t r æ          
e e                ‘c opped acorn    a so  æf æ

eld   ‘a ong piece o  wood sed to s ake o  acorn ro  t e   
    tree       a so or a  kinds o  trees 

l   ‘acorn o r; acorn paste
l -e d t-i ‘acorn read    it  æl -EZ and ATTR

l - m i  ‘a et od o  cooking æl    
l -p tir  ‘a i t re o  w eat o r and acorn paste

lehe   ‘cooking o  acorn on a at piece o  stone wit  re   
    nderneat
l m-l r  ‘cooking o  t e acorn
l m-l r erðe  ‘cooking o  t e acorn on direct re
re    ‘t e c ot  on w ic  t e acorn paste is spread or    
    ater cooking
re e ðe   ‘to skin an acorn
t l    ‘ as ed acorn or an  ot er grain or r it   
t  erðe    ‘a sweetening process  soaking acorns in t e water in   
    sæle to et it, as t e  sa , ‘get ever

e o owing pict res 1 s ow parts o  t e agros o ntains and t e distri tion 
o  oak trees in t at a itat  

1  t is sed wit  a i t re o  g n powder and re stone to ig t re
 n t is et od t e  ake a s a  a  o  æl  paste and wi  p t it nder t e as es in t e re 

p ace  en cooked t e  eat it wit  added sa t
1  ese pict res can e o nd on t e internet goog e i age  ort nate  so e o  t e  indicate 

t eir so rce ,  as indicated at t e otto  o  t e p otos  t or t e rest  e ort to nd 
t eir origina  so rce was not s ccess

  M L    D L  L



18

          

e species o  agross acorns and t e wa  t e  are gat ered are represented 
in t e pict res e ow  o e o  t e too s and t e ter ino og  t at are entioned in 
t e re ated ta es a ove can e seen and nderstood  t e e p o  t ese pict res
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ak trees are not sed on  or t eir r it, t t e  are ost wanted or t eir 
strong wood to e sed or aking so e necessar  too s and a so as re wood  
Making coa  o t o  oak wood is an i iga  activit  in so e vi ages a ost on t e 
order etween eylaq and ærmesir t at as ca sed severa  environ enta  disas

ters s c  as rning orests and and s ide and event a  endangering t e oaks
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e ast t ree pict res s ow t e process o  aking acorn read  ere was a 
ti e t at t is read was t e on  stap e ood t at t e no ads ad, t a ter t e 
introd ction o  t e processed w eat o r, n -e æl  ‘ it read EZ æl = acorn 

read , its sage is i ited or its edicina  e ects w ic  t e  t ink it as on t e 
digestive s ste

 ne o  t e st dies t at ave een done on t e edicina  e ects o  acorn can e o nd in Mo
saddeqg  et a  1
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s entioned a ove, t ere are a variet  o  verses in t e or  o  a entations, 
songs or prover s t at re ect t e i portance o  t e elit or t e no ads as we  as 
t eir dependence on t is tree and its r it especia  in ard ti es  ne e a p e is 
t e verse e ow w ic  s ows ow t e  can e satis ed iving independent  and 
wit o t an  need o  a centra  a t orit , re ing on  on t eir acorns and t eir goats  
dair  prod cts

al   elit om      e er e,        oz om    e za h e
                green  acorn 1SG   SBJV-ripe  PRS-3SG.OPT, goat 1SG   SBJV-give irt PRS-3SG.OPT

æl =o              d m               yæ           e er e,          e mennæt om    e šah e
Ka g read and  og rt drink 1SG   eac ot er  SBJV-get  PRS-3SG.OPT,  w at de and 1SG e  to king is

e verse can e trans ated as w en t e green acorns ripe and  goat gives 
irt  to er kids,  t en  wi  ave  alg read and t e og rt drink, and t at s 

a   won t need t e avor o  t e king  erses s c  as t is were pro a  co posed 
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to enco rage t e re e io s ak tiaris w o at an  occasions in istor  were not 
o edient to t e king s de and or ta es and were r nning an independent i e, sa e 
g arded  t eir inaccessi e o ntaino s a itat

e ne t prover  is sed to conve  t e concept o  ca se and e ect in t e i e

hær e oz  wa  p st e  elit er ,    elit   vær æšt      wa   p st e  oz  er .    
w atever  goat   wit     skin-EZ    oak   do PST.3SG  acorn  PRV-t rn PST.3SG  wit  skin-EZ  goat  do PST.3SG

atever goat did wit   skin o  t e oak tree, acorn ret rned  wit  t e skin o   t e goat

e rst part o  t is prover  re ers to t e passion o  goats to c ew t e ark o  
t e oak trees t at a  event a  ake t e  dr  and a  e second part, ow
ever, re ers to aking a m š  ‘t e goat skin container , in t e process o  w ic  
t e ard pee  o  acorn is sed to r  t e inner side o  t e skin to re ove a  its at

e o owing t ree verses are ro  a a rive ‘ o rning song

o e, et s o d eac  ot er tig t, ike t e ranc es o  an oak;
Let s keep o r eads toget er, ike t e rain c o ds o  spring

ak trees are t e s o  o  strengt  and resistance or ak tiaris, ence t is 
i ager  o  o ding tig t toget er d ring ards ips and grievance   

 ave eard a ta  oak tree  as a en, roots o t;
e owner o  t e oak, is t e one wit  veins and roots

n t is verse, t e deat  o  a revered an is co pared to t e a  o  a ta  oak 
tree, and is onor and respecta e ood and vein to t e strong and deep roots o  
an oak

 wo an, a tin  o ng wo an, wit  ond air;
e is sitting on t e edge o  t e va e , nder t e s adow o  an oak

e ast verse o  t e a rive descri es a v nera e o ng wo an, pro a  
t e o ng wi e or t e da g ter o  t e deceased person, seeking s pport in er 
grievance  eaning to t e strong oak tree, a sit ation t at a  e portra ed  
t e i age e ow

 e origina  verse is                    
 e origina  verse is                 
 e origina  verse is                      
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t grie  is not t e on  occasion t at re inds a ak tiari o  e it, it can appear 
in t e ove songs, as we  

mo   lor e   elit  or om  sæn ær  neshin om
       or=EZ    acorn   eat.PRS-1SG  trenc     sit.PRS-1SG

donya ne   n om      zi r e    pa  ta   to ne    e vin om
wor d-OM   p t PRS-1SG nder=EZ  oot  ti  o -OM  SBJV see.PRS-1SG

‘  a  a Lor, an acorn eater, t e dwe er o  t e trenc es and o ntains,  a  a to g  an   wi  
searc  t e w o e wor d to ave a g ance o  o

ere t e to g ness and t e resi ient o  t e over is attri ted to is stap e ood, 
i e  to t e acorn  o ot er p ant as s c  a pro inent presence in t e ak tiari 
iterat re, t e on  co peting nat ra  g re is ærd h, one o  t e ig  peaks o  

t e agros t at arks t e order ine etween t eir s er and winter past res, 
and w ic  is considered as a god at er t at is o serving and protecting t e  a  
ear ro nd
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