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CHAPTER TWO
SOCIO-CULTURAL BACKGROUND

2 THE BAKHTIARIS
a tiari re ers to ot  t e ang age and t e peop e w o istorica  are t e in

a itants o  a region o  appro i ate  ,   in o t west ran on ot  sides 
o  t e agros o ntain range  eir territor  sed to e ca ed, a e æ tiari ‘ e 

a tiari gro nd  or e a tiari o ntr  as depicted in t e aps o  so e ear  
western trave ers or e p orers o  ran, s c  as aw er1  18  and a ard 18 , 
a ong ot ers, s own in ig re 1, e ow

  

Figure 1: Old maps of the Bakhtiari Land  (Sawyer 1890)

1  e o owing interesting in or ation a o t t is ap can e o nd in t e on ine ga er  o   
ttp www soas ac ga er a tiari c tri a i e aps                               
econnaissance rve  o  t e a tiari o ntr   ie t o   aw er e detai s o  t is 
ap were considered ‘ , as ar ed in arge red etters  on t e two versions c rrent  in t e 

ndia ce papers in t e ritis  i rar  e ap s own ere was presented at t e o a  eograp
ica  ociet  in 18 , and inc des a specia  drawn ree and cross section ro  t e ersian  to 
t e ranian p atea  n a genera  wa  it p rports to s ow t e severa  para e  ranges, rising step i e to 
t e two ig est ranges, w ic  average etween 1 ,  and 1 ,  eet eac , and t e va e  etween 

 to 8  eet  e space t e  enc ose eas res ro  1  to  i es in widt  e ap was con
str cted sing an ndian p ane ta e, a si inc  t eodo ite, pris atic co pass, si  aneroids and si  

oi ing point t er o eters   nder t e direction o  o one  aw er,  t e a  ari , , t e 
we nown native ndian s rve or, w o did ost o  t e p ane ta ing, and w o persevered wit  is 
wor , t o g  e was twice on t e point o  eing rdered, and was re ent  ro ed     

ap, 18  ca e 1 1, ,  or 1  i es to 1 inc  eprod ced ere  t e ind per ission o  
r s ai, ro  is private co ection



t present, owever, t e a orit  o  a tiaris ive in cities, towns and vi ages 
in ve ad inistrative provinces  zest n;1  o gi e o o er ad; s
a n; a r a o a ti ri and Lorest n   re ative  recent ap1  g re 
 s ows t is area in ore detai  e ap presented in g re  s ows  atte pt 

to i strate a ore precise i age regarding t e distri tion o  a tiari spea ing 
pop ation in present da  ran  t is ite c a enging to e p ore t e internet or 
t e e isting p is ed so rces in t e ope to nd an e act ap, i strating t e 

a tiari area t at as t e consens s o  a  t see s t at t e act a  reason e ind 
t is con sion ies e ind t e opacit  in t e de nition o  a tiari peop e w o are 
s a  t o g t o  as e onging to a igger et nic gro p nown as Lors  n e ow 

paragrap s t is iss e is disc ssed in ore detai  presenting t e e isting aps and 
introd cing a new ap wit  ore precision

a tiaris e ong to t e we ver i‘ite1  sect o  s a  ccording to t no
og e,1  a tiari was spo en  aro nd 1 i ion spea ers in 1, o  w ic  

 were ono ing a s  ne t ird or one arter o  t is one i ion pop ation, 
according to di erent so rces,18 sti  o ow t e no adic i e st e o  t eir ances
tors, igrating twice a ear across t e centra  agros o ntain range in searc  o  
res  past res or t eir erds o  s eep and goats and a so to escape t e n eara e 

c i atic e tre es o  t eir winter and s er ca psites

e word a tiari consists o  t ree orp e es  a t ar i æ t yar i  ‘ or
t ne co panion  ATTR. s   ‘ e c  ort nate ones , t t e reason or t is 
appe ation is nown to no one  ere are so e egends on t e origin o  t e na e 

ardar sad 1 8  t t e  are not t e concern o  t e present researc  at 
is o  i portance ere is t e wa  a tiaris address t eir identit  t e se ves  t 
is a co on practice to c assi  t e ang age and t e peop e nder a cover ter  
as Lor  Lori1  w ic  a so inc des an  peop e and ing istic co nities to t e 
nort , so t , west and east o  t e a ore entioned a tiari Land  s a Lor can 
e a ei i tri e e er iving in t e is  area o  Lorestan province, a a tiari 
iving in e gerd or as ed  o ei an t e two a or cities in t eir s er and 

winter arters, respective , wit  a ove ninet  percent a tiari in a itants  or 
rt er so t , or a avi iving in as t vi age w ic  is ocated in gi  ig res 

1  ro g o t t e present wor  and especia  in t is section, t e na es o  t e cities and vi ages 
and t e i e, are presented as t e  are co on  transcri ed in t e ranian so rces   
1  vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp www a tiari a i co
p otos a tiari ap ew pd
1  Digard,  1 88   a tiari ri e, t nograp , in Encyclopedia Iranica, vo , pp
1  vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp www et no og e co
s ow ang age asp code i
18  ira adian, 1 8  a htari Tri e. e ran  Das teatan  ta i,  1 8  Oil and 
The a htiaris  e ran  ap va as re azar, rganization o  o ads  airs, avai a e at L 

1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp as a er ir inde asp siteid 1 pageid 1
1  t is a so ver  co on to spe  t is word as L r  L ri, t t e act a  pron nciation o  its edia  
vowe  is as in ng is  word door ee t e description o  t e vowe  o  in  e ow  

 ere  tend to represent t e na es o  t e cities, provinces and t e peop e as prono nced  
natives and oca s to prevent t e percorrection practice o  o cia  a t orities  ese percorrec

 



Figure 2: More recent map of the Bakhtiari Land

Figure 3: The main Bakhtiari area in present-day Iran
 based on the Bakhtiari speaking population

tions, w ic  are s a  an atte pt to ring t e oca  na es, p onetica  and se antica , c oser 
to ersian, can at ti es destro  a  c es to a va id et o og  o  t e word   ver  dist r ing e a
p e is t e representation o  t e p ace na e Shimb r šim ar/ as Shirin Bah r /širin æhar , ased 
on a a se et o og  t at atte pts to re ect t e ea ti  green scener  o  t e Shimb r area wit  
t e co po nd Shirin Bah r ‘t e sweet spring

 



a and  e ow are ainstrea  aps s owing t e distri tion o  Lors and Lori 
ang age in ran 1

Figure 4a: Mainstream maps of Lori language/ people distribution

          
Figure 4b: Mainstream maps of Lori language/ people distribution 

1  vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp www iranicaon ine org
artic es ori ang age

 



n rea it , owever, a tiaris do not identi  t e se ves as a Lorestani or a 
gi o eira edi Lor, c ai ing, a ong ot ers, t at t ose peop e ave a distorted 

tong e zown e æp , and e p asize t eir own distinction ro  ot er Lors, as 
eing rst a a tiari   wi ing to co pro ise or a re ations ip wit  ot er Lors, 

t e  wo d sa  ‘we are a Lor e a tiari  t is tr e t at ing istica , t e  s are 
a great dea  wit  gi o eira edi Lors and to a esser degree wit  Lorest nis, 
as con r ed  non  , t t ere are eno g  di erences in t eir i est e, 
ang age and c sto s to e a e to disting is  separate identities or t e  

2.1 GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF
THE BAKHTIARIS

o give a c earer i age o  t e present da  distri tion o  t e a tiari, t e ap 
e ow ig re  is drawn ased on  own direct o servation d ring e d wor  

trips, t ro g  cons tation wit  oca s and searc ing t e e isting we sites and in
or ation so rces on cities and vi ages in ran

Figure 5: Approximate distribution of Bakhtiari 
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8

e s aded area s ows t e region w ere a tiaris predo inant  ive, a ong 
wit  ot er ang age spea ers s c  as ersian, ra ic or a Lori variet ; and w ere 
t e a tiari ang age is eit er spo en  t e great a orit  o  t e in a itants, 
s c  as in as ed o ei n, e gerd, L i and ze , or w ere t ere are a arge 
n er o  a tiari spea ing in a itants, as in a re ord, v z, oro en and 

o ds a r, or w ere, at east, a tiari is a a i iar ang age or non a tiari 
in a itants o  t e indicated cit , town or vi age, s c  as in s a n or ac s r n  
t s o d e noted t at t ese aps are  no eans de nitive and t e  wi  e 
odi ed ater and t ro g  a ore detai ed investigation on t e gro nd  e  are 

presented ere st to s ow t e ac  o  precision in t e e isting avai a e aps on 
t e s ect  

 co parison wit  o d aps o  t e a tiari Land ig res 1 and  a ove , 
it appears rig t and c ear t at a tiaris no onger ive in t e e act sa e area o  
t eir ancestors and ave c anged t eir a itat t ro g  past decades or tip e 
reasons  e ore t e discover  o  oi  in t eir territor  on  a  1 8, w ic  can 
e considered as a t rning point in t eir socio c t ra  as we  as ing istic i e, 
ost o  t e rep ace ent o  t e a tiari pop ation was d e to socio po itica  

reasons in t e or  o  eit er orced igration or gro p e i e dictated  t e cen
tra  govern ent o  t e ti e  e ater oves and rep ace ents, owever, ave 

ain  ad socio econo ic reasons, t e ost i portant o  w ic  as een t e 
e p o ent in t e t en so ca ed ng o ersian i  o pan  , and a ter 
1 , t e ng o ranian i  o pan   and t e e ergence o  new co
pan  towns in t e region and ence t e sett e ent o  a tiari e p o ees a ong 
wit  t eir a i ies in t ese co pan i t co po nds  is sit ation o ds tr e 
to t is da  o give an e a p e, since 1  a arge n er o  a tiari wor ers 

ave oved to sa e , a or er  s a  and insigni cant cit port  t e er
sian , w ic  a ter t e discover  o  a a or gas reso rce, act a  t e argest 
nat ra  gas e d in t e wor d, as deve oped into an i portant ind stria  center and 
a a or recr it ent destination in  Pars Special Energy Economic Zone  
pro ect  t is wort  o  note t at, o t o  t e pop ation o  so e ,  to ,  o  
t is cit , according to di erent so rces, on  a co p e o  ndreds  are 

ra ic ersian spea ing oca s  e ot er in a itants are wor ers ro  aro nd t e 
co ntr , and a tiaris co prise a a or portion o  t ese newco ers   did not 

ar  sa e in t e a ove ap ig re  si p  eca se a tiari wor ers on  
co te to sa e and t e  genera  do not ove t ere per anent  wit  t eir 
a i ies, ain  d e to t e severe ot and dr  c i ate o  t e area

 err  1  and ardar sad  a ong ot ers
 ronin  
 vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp en wi ipedia org wi i

sa e
 o  now edge, no e act statistics are avai a e on ine  n  t re trips to ran,  wi  certain

 tr  to contact t e  ad inistrative o ces or e act statistics

 



part ro  t is ore or ess consistent area o  a tiari in a itants, t ere are 
a so so e is ands o  a tiari co nities scattered aro nd t e co ntr , as ar as 
t e nort east c ose to t e order wit  r enistan ig re  is atter co
nit  is said to consist o  e i es ro  t e ti e o  ader a  1 8 1 ; e reigned 
ro  1  to 1  o w at e tent t e  ave preserved t eir ang age is a atter 

o  estion and needs to e investigated  an  o  a tiaris iving in t e ig cities 
s c  as e ran, s a an and ara  ave started t eir ove rat er recent , rst 
d ring eig t ears o  t e ran ra  war 1 8 1 88  and t en grad a , a ter t e 
war, d e to t e s se ent deterioration o  t e socio econo ic condition o  t e 
war stric en cities  n ot er words, a ter t e war, so e zestani a i ies sta ed 
in t e cities w ere t e  o nd s e ter d ring t e war and an  ore oved to ig
ger cities to nd etter niversities or socio c t ra  opport nities or t eir c i dren

Figure 6: The major and minor Bakhtiari areas 
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2.2 BAKHTIARI NOMADS
ccording to t e statistics o  t e rganization o  o ads  airs  ased on 

t e no ad cens s o  8, a tiari t rns o t to e t e iggest tri a  pop ation on 
t e ist o  ranian no ads  n ering as an  as 18 ,  persons; t e as ai 
ran  second wit  11 ,  peop e iving in ars, s e r and parts o  s a n and 

ar a o a tiari provinces  e t ird p ace, wit  a pop ation o  ess t an 
a  o  t e as ai, viz  , 8, e ongs to t e a savan savan  tri es in ast

ern zar ai n, rde i  and i n provinces

e a ove rie  socio istorica  introd ction o  a tiari peop e a es it c ear 
t at, d e to t e n ero s s i ts in t eir geograp  and s se ent adaptations nec
essar  or interacting wit  t eir new neig ors, t e a tiari spea ers ave deve
oped severa  varieties o  t e ang age over t e past decades  e e act description 
o  t ese varieties wo d re ire a vast socio ing istic pro ect t at can on  e a 
desiderat  or t e t re

e oc s o  t e present researc  wi  on  e on t e variet  spo en  t e a
e no ads o  t e a t Lang ranc  ee  e ow , w o ive ain  in or e 

and ot er co ntr sides o  e gerd d ring t e ont s o  pri  to epte er and 
in šelal and ot er vi ages and co ntr side o  as ed o ei n ro  ove er to 

arc  ever  ear

 wi  re er to t e  as no ads, despite t e act t at t e a orit  o  t e  ave a 
o se in a vi age, town or cit , si p  eca se ac iring a o se is a ater adaptation 

to t e necessities o  odern i e  eir c i dren st e acco odated d ring t e 
sc oo  ear w i e t eir parents are on ca psites wit  t eir erds  aving said t at, 
t eir i e st e sti  ts t e de nition o  a no adic i e, ased on otts 1  

1  t e para o nt econo ic ro e o  erding;
   t e e tensive nat re o  erd aintenance strategies and ree range 
  grazing wit o t t e se o  sta es or t e acc ation, storage, and 
  transport o  odder;
   periodic o i it  wit in or etween certain pre deter ined 
  grazing territories;
   t e participation o  t e vast a orit  o  t e gro p in seasona  
  igration; 
   t e orientation o  ost econo ic e ort toward pri ar  s sistence, 
  rat er t an prod ction or t e ar et

onsidering t e do inant econo ic activit  o  t e a e no ads, i e  pas
tora  erd reeding and dr  ar ing o  ain  w eat t occasiona  ar e  and 
c over, t e  can rt er e categorized as se i no adic pastora ists, as de ned  

otts 1  
 ttp as a er ir inde asp siteid 1 pageid 1  e trans ation o  t e na e o  t is organisa

tion is ased on Lois ec  1
  ave tried to e p ain reasons or t is c oice in t e re ace

 



1

semi nomadic pastoralism, de ned as ‘e tensive pastora is  
and t e periodic c anging o  past res d ring t e co rse o  t e en
tire, or t e greater part o  t e ear  t w ic  a so invo ves ‘agri
c t re in a secondar  and s pp e entar  capacit

2.2.1 Tribal hierarchy
n disc ssing t e a tiari tri e s socia  str ct re, t e rst iss e one enco nters 

is t e inar  division o  t e w o e so ca ed tri a  con ederation, or il, into two 
s gro ps, na e  a t Lang and ar 8 Lang  e eaning o  t e rst e e ents 
see s to e o vio s, representing t e n ers ‘seven  and ‘ o r  in ot  ersian 
and a tiari , w ereas t e second part ang re ains nreso ved  ection   
is devoted to a t oro g  disc ssion o  t ese cr cia  ter s in a tiari, t e ore 
t at, a ew words a o t rt er s gro ps o  t e a tiari are necessar  or a et
ter nderstanding o  t e d na ics o  t eir no adic i e

t is a ver  co on practice a ong sc o ars and oca s t at o ow and cop  
t e western wa  o  arg entation, to egin t e description o  t e a tiari tri a  
str ct re ro  top to otto , i e  ro  il ‘con ederation, tri e , to mal ‘a tent and 
t e n c ear a i  iving nder it  ese sc o ars pro a  ad t e seg entar  
ineage s ste  o  so e ot er peop es as a ode , tri es and peop es s c  as e
etic or rican tri es or so e r is  vi ages  n ant ropo ogica  researc es 

t is s ste  is e p ained  ‘  s ccessive ranc ing o  arge ineage gro ps into 
s a er ones c wi er,  n t e ne t step, t e  se or create ter s, i e 
tire or a  ow , 1 8 ; Digard, 1 88; ira adian,  , t at do not ave 

8  ort or  o  chah r eaning ‘ o r
 n t e ater stages o  t e researc ,  ave co e across t e vestan ter  cangra h c wit  its 

a avi trans ation cl  lc ny  eaning ‘wort  o  past re  c idt 1 8  1 , t e rst part o  
w ic  ade e do t to ana ize ar as ‘n er o r  si p  ased on t e si i arit  wit  t e word 

a ar in odern ersian and ar in a tiari  n an atte pt to provide an et o og  or t is 
ter , c idt 1 8  1  conc des   roto ranian ca ra can t en origina  ave een t e area 
o  wi derness c t down or c tivation and past rage   is interpretation eads s to t e estion  

an Charlang e interpreted as ‘a piece o  and ade read  as a past re  ow can we interpret 
Ha ang, t en  o answer t is second estion, o nn  e ng s ggested t e ver a  root ap ‘to 
eep, o serve  as descri ed in e ng  1  ap ‘to eep, o serve   v  
a  ap  ‘to eep, o serve  Liste  1 res  at e  D  sg  v  a   , sg  v  apt  

 1  D   ogd  pw d  ‘ on ent, a tar  c  c wartz 1  1    ni  
ogd  n p  o d ca s  ‘to enve op, cover , ogd  p  ‘to r   ni  res  D  d r  sg  
ogd  p s , sg  ogd  n pt; p  D  p  ogd  pnt,  sg  ogd  n pt 

wn ; partic  per  pass  ogd  t , ogd  t t; ass  per  intr  D  ogd  d  st s  
 t  sap ‘to ta e care, ono r, o serve   ia  8  sep  ‘to ta e care 

o , o serve  L    o     r  pw ‘  ta e care o , co it, do , Lat  sepe re 
‘to r   er a 1  1   s it possi e t at Haf in Ha ang does not indicate 
a n er t an attri te or t e word ang  an Ha ang ave a eaning si i ar to ‘an e evated 
piece o  and or o servation as opposed to Charlang ‘a piece o  wi d and c t down or c tivation 
and past rage  ese estions re ire ore investigation in t re

 D



an e iva ent rea it  or a tiari t e se ves and ignore categories i e or o e  
‘ itera  son and at er  w ic  is a intessentia  ter  in descri ing t e a
tiari ins ip re ations ips  ne e a p e o  s c  a tri a  c art Digard, 1 88 1 is 
represented e ow as ig re 

Figure 7: The principal subdivisions of the Bakhtiari tribe according to Digard (1988)

e pro e  wit  c arts s c  as t e a ove is t e act t at t e rst t ree divi
sions, i e  il ‘con ederation , æ š  ol  ‘section  and a  ‘division  do not ave 
an concept a  rea it  a ong t e a tiaris and t e  are si p  adopted eit er 
ro  ot er no adic tri es  str ct res, i e ol  ro  t e as ai, or are con
sed wit  a socio po itica  entit  n ot er words, or instance il, in t e sense o  

t e ‘con ederation o  a ang and a ar Lang tri es , was introd ced into t e 
a tiari co nit  or t e rst ti e st in t e nineteent  cent r , in 18  to e 

 t is indeed s rprising or e t at t is ter  as not een entioned in an  o  t e so rces t at  
ave cons ted or t is researc  and w ic  ave een oted ere
1  n is recent oo , ne pop e tri a e en ran  Les a ti ri 1  1 , Digar as sti  ept 

t ese t ree rst sections il, a š and  t odi ed t e e ers o  t e t efa ere and t ere  or 
instance, e as added a new e er to t e a e tri e, na e , os a , w ic  e e ieves was 
one o  t e tæš in t e tri e at t e eginning o  1  t is notewort  t at t e word os a  as two 

eanings in a tiari  rst it is t e na e o  t e oca  sicians and second, as an ad ective, it eans 
‘great and or reasons not nown to e, was attri ted to t e arasvand tri e   ave eard ro  o d 
peop e t at in t e o d ti es, ærdešqæriv peop e were a iated wit  t e arasvand tri e and t e  
so eti es were addressed or revered as os a  ere ore, to inc de os a  as a t  part  o  
t e a e tri e does not see  to e a rig t c oice

 



ore precise, w en asser a Din a  a ar , appointed ossein o i an  
as t e Il hani ‘t e c ie  o  t e a tiari con ederation  ronica , ossein o i 

an and is ancestors were not origina  a tiari t descendants o  a gitive 
o  ro  t e api tri e o  Lorestan  e ore t is appoint ent, il , i  sed, wo d 
ave ad a eaning si i ar to an o der and ore co on ter  eil  ‘a gro p o  
an  peop e  as can e depicted in so e ver  o d a eri ve ‘ o rning songs 8  
e a ar d nast  ings ad a r ic no adic origin and ence t e introd ction 

o  an  r ic ter s into t e po itica  iterat re o  t e ti e; tit es and ter s s c  
as, Il han, Il eig ‘t e dep t  ead o  t e con ederation ,  Il i ‘t e ing s es
senger , t man ‘a new c rrenc , oš n ‘ar  and aš/ aši ‘ ead, oss  o e o  
t ese ter s ad a read  een in erited ro  a avid ad inistration w ic  in t rn 
ad een adopted ro  previo s ongo  d nasties r ing in ran ro  1 1 1  

 ve eve  ierarc ica  str ct re, owever, does e ist in a tiari, ased on 
genea og , in t e or  o  s a  to arge patri inea  or agnatic  descent gro ps 

 e ing o  ersia, 1   18 1  1 a  18 ; e reigned  ro  1  epte er 18 8 to 1 a  
18  ow  1 8  1  ista en , re ates t is appoint ent as t e order o  o a ad a  

r  an ar  18 8   epte er 18 8  w o was ing o  ersia  ro  t e a ar d nast   
cto er 18    epte er 18 8 vai a e at L 1 1 1  ttp we arc ive org we
ttp www iranicaon ine org artic es o a ad s a

 18 188
 o g  t s g ring as a t Lang, t is a i  is said to ave originated ro  a o  o  t e p  

tri e o  L rs, w o was e ected  is e ow tri es en and reca citrant s ects, and sta ed into t e 
a ti r  co ntr  ro  t e west o  L rist n  Lori er, 1  

 e researc es o   rons s ow t at a ong t e present r en o  ran t e word l is app ied 
pri ari  to a gro p o  tents a  w ose occ pants eep toget er and ive in peace and a it ; t ese 
gro ps t en or  wider con ederacies w ic  oca  are a so na ed l corresponding to t e wal  o  

n a d n  t t e sa e ti e li  is sed as an ad ective to descri e re ations etween tri es, 
eaning at peace wit  as against y  at war wit  e ers ip o  an a and an l genera  

depends on genea og  e e ers o  an l perceive t eir co nit  as ade p o  s a  and arge 
patri inea  descent gro ps, t e s a est consisting o  rot ers, i e , sons o  t e sa e at er, t e ne t o  
rot ers and nep ews, i e , descendants o  t e sa e paterna  grand at er, t e t ird o  descendants o  

t e sa e great grand at er in t e a e ine, and so on ac  to t e co on ancestor o  t e w o e l  
rons, 1   oted ro   ow , 1 8  

 ro  t e sa e  word, t e intensi er eili in ersian and eile in a tiari are derived
 not er word or tri e, o nd in o d geograp ica  wor s ain  wit  re erence to t e so ca ed 
rds o  rs, is rom m, t e p ra  o  ramm c  rama erd, tea , or in so e te ts zom m, 

ro  zamm   azv n  , p   considered zom m al a r d to e a an script error or rom m, 
w i e De oe e  , p  ; n orda e , r  tr ,  , p   n   pre erred t e read
ing zomm on t e asis o  t e rdis  word z ma tri e , a s ggestion o owed  Le trange 

ands, p   t estioned  inors  EI1 , p  11 ; see a so ar wart, r nšahr, p  ; 
c warz, Iran , pp  1 ; p er, Iran, p  1 n  1  t , p  8 1  de nes rom m as ca p 

sites o  and districts in a ited  rds ma ll al a r d wa man zelohom  n wa , in t e sage 
o  t e present tri es o  ran, ramm and zomm are se do , i  ever, e p o ed t o g  rama re ains 
c rrent ; ym q and l s are a so o so ete  s wi  e seen, a arge section o  a tri e is now s a  
ter ed yefa or t ra ow , 1 8   n a tiari t e c osest ter  to t e concept o  a no ad is 
mal i ‘ e onging to a a
8  or a rie  disc ssion o  t e str ct re and t e et o og  o  t is word see ootnote 1  e ow, 
nder t e od  parts section 1

 atri inea  or agnotic descent is esta is ed  tracing descent e c sive  t ro g  a es ro  a 
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w ic  on  a e sense ro  t e otto  p  ese eve s are  mal ‘a n c ear a
i , or o e  ‘ rot ers o  t e sa e at er , æwla  ‘grandc i dren o  a s ared 
ancestor , tæš ‘c ans 1 o  t e tri e  and tafe ‘t e tri e  ig re 8 atte pts to i s
trate t is ierarc

Figure 8: The patrilineal hierarchy of a Bakhtiari tribesman

e re ations ip etween di erent tæš o  a tafe can e eit er patri inea  and 
atri atera  or a na  n  ot er gro ping a ove t e eve  o  tafe  is a socia  deci

sion, ased on t e needs and necessities o  t e no adic i e o  a tri e at t e ti es o  
seasona  igration, weddings and nera s, arvest gat ering, a ine or a nat ra  
disaster, oca  or nationa  con icts or an  ot er sort o  t r ance  n ant ropo o

o nding a e ancestor c wi er,  1
 Litera  ‘son and at er

1   sed ‘c an  ere in its ant ropo ogica  narrow de nition as stated  c wi er   
‘a unilineal descent group whose members do not trace genealogical links to a supposedly his-
torical founding ancestor  ig ts in t e gro p are si p e derived ro  a at er or ot er  ans 
are s a  arge gro ps t at are associated wit  t ica  ancestors, w o are ver  o ten identi ed as 
ani a  species t at are considered sacred to t e gro p  e  a  occ r wit in a co p e  str ct re 
in w ic  t e  are eit er nested into arger gro ps or s divided into s a er ones in t e sa e as ion 
as seg entar  ineages  ere t e  are s divided, t e co ponent nits are o ten or a  ineages, 
as in t e case o  t e an  

 e a tiari pron nciation o  t e ra ic oan word a e  ccording to a an and satrian 
‘ e presence o  a considera e n er o  ra ic word or s in t e dia ect o  t e a ti r s, n s a  
or vernac ar ersian and even or assic ang age ig t e e p ained  t e  a ti r ra  inter

re ations and  t e act o  t e assi i ation o  certain et nic gro ps or ara ic origin a ong t e
a an  satrian, 1 1
 e sa e or a see s to wor  in ot er tri es, as we , s c  as in a c i tri es in t e ar add 

district so t  and so t east o  ed n , as ow  1 8  as oted ro  a z an  ‘   t e r 
adze  and t e a dze , con r  t e i portance o  descent ased organization  part ro  

 



gica  st dies a nctiona  ana sis is sed to e p ain t e reasons e ind t e e er
gence and t e deve op ent o  socia  organizations  wo t eories are entioned in 
t is regard, one econo ic and one po itica , w ic  ere can e sed as pro a e 
reasons e ind a tiari socia  str ct re  ccording to c wi er  

e econo ic t eor  oc ses on corporate and owning patterns  t 
aintains t at individ a  ten re s ste s cannot a ocate ar and in 

c tivation regi es t at depend pon ong a ow periods and e ten
sive and reserves  is s sistence pattern is a e ed horticultur-
al  ince ar ers are constant  ta ing p ots o t o  prod ction and 
see ing res  and or new e ds, private owners ip is not practica  

eir ong ter  reso rce needs are est et  re ing on a co
na  nit to o d and in reserve or t e gro p as a w o e  Lineages pro
vide st t e rig t sca e and contin it  to coordinate t ese a ocations 
at opti a  e cienc  is arg ent is consistent wit  t e ana tica  
princip es o  c t ra  eco og

s or t e re aining categories s c  as tafe, a t and ar Lang or even once 
e isting a tiari con ederation, t e po itica  ana sis see s app ica e

e po itica  e p anation oc ses on t e need or socia  order in state
ess societies t at ac  centra ized po itica  s ste s wit  or a  insti

t tions o  aw en orce ent  nder t ese conditions, strong and per
anent a iances wit in and etween arge a i  ased organizations 

are necessar  to esta is  t e sanctions needed to contro  disr ptive 
e avio r a ong t eir e ers and to assist t e  w en vio ence 

does occ r  is approac  is associated wit  t e str ct ra nction
a ist sc oo  c wi er,  

 t s o d e noted t at t e a ove entioned arrange ents on  e d tr e nti  
t e ti e w en t ere sti  was an il han 1  or at ost nti  t e rst decade o  t e 
twentiet  cent r  and t e discover  o  oi  in t eir region, w en so e traces o  a
t orit  a ong t e ælantars ‘ ead o  a tafe  or riš sæ ds ‘ ead o  a tæš  co d sti  

nction, to so e e tant, to reg ate tri a  a airs  ter t e new wave o  e p o
ent in t e oi  co pan , nding a no e so rce o  inco e and independance ro  

oca  a t orities ed to t e e ergence o  new inds o  socia  i e  specia  a ter 
t e wea ening o  t e re aining ans a t orities  ritis  nancia  tactics ro

a ts, t ese tri es are constant  on t e ove, eit er to gat er dates ro  pa  groves in t e e  
ow and or to nd past rage or t eir s eep in t e ar add ig and  onse ent  neit er territoria  

gro ps s c  as t e onend, a co ection o  d or d ric  o ses and pa rond ts occ pied 
d ring t e date arvest, in t e e  nor erding gro ps s c  as t e hal , a n er o  a i ies w o 
own a oc  and ca p toget er, co d eco e t e asis o  sta e socia  organization in t is district  

e reverse is t e case eca se t e spatia  distri tion o  t e onends and  hal s depends on a i  
re ations ips  n atters s c  as arriage, pra er, o se i ding, seasona  igration, disp tes, etc , 
ineage is t s t e ain consideration, not vicinage  e territoria  gro ps are t e se ves or ed 
ro  descent gro ps, and t eir onds o  co on descent are rein orced  atri atera  and a na  

ties a z an, 1  
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nin   w ic  ed to t eir tota  destr ction and oss o  power, t e need to e atta
c ed to a oca  a t orit  or so rce o  power or protection and s rviva  aded awa  

oda  t e word il is sti  in se, a it a , to re er to t e co ination o  t e a ar 
Lang and a t Lang as opposed to ot er et nic gro ps i e Lorestani Lors or ra
s; t ore re ent  it is sed instead o  tafe, s c  as il e hæm le or il e avadi

e a se ass ption o  top to otto  ierarc ica  organization o  t e a tiari 
can a so e p ain w  not even two o  t e atte pted c arts o  t e a tiari con ed
eration ave t e sa e content and t e sa e order o  tri es  or instance, in Digar s 
c art ig re , t e a e tri e is gro ped as o oni w ic  itse  is part o  t e 
so ca ed D ra i a  o  a t Lang division  n ira adi, owever, a e is 
part o  t e avadi o  a t Lang ira adian, , w i e in istor  o  

a tiari writen  one o  t e ost i portant and earned c ie s, ardar sad t e 
second, a e is part o  o oni t is ocated a ong a ar Lang tri es ardar 

sad, 1 8 1   e reason e ind t ese discrepancies is t at on  t e in in
eage o  t e tri e i e  ro  mal to tafe, is ed and cannot e c anged nder an  
circ stances  o od  can c ange is tafe, n ess e agrees to e deprived o  a  
is rig ts on t e s ared past res and ands  ven a ter is deat , is widow, i  s e 

wants to eep er c i dren, cannot arr  into anot er tafe, and i  s e does, t en 
t e c i dren s o d sta  in t eir at er s a i  c stod  to e a e to in erit t eir 
at er s s are o  tri a  properties  n t e ot er and, a w o e tafe can decide to c t 

its re ation wit  t e neig oring tri es and ove or igrate to ive in t e vicinit  
o  ot er tri es as was t e case wit  t e a e tri e ee  e ow

 e ot er entit  t at see s to ave een ed t ro g  ti e is t e territories o  t e 
a t Lang and t e a ar Lang  n ot er words, ased on istorica  acco nts o  t e 
a tiari, t eir o d songs and ta es and o d geograp ica  records, w at can e con

ect red is t at t is inar  division is ver  o d and t eir territoria  regions ave a so 
een ore or ess ed or an  generations, t t e tri a  gro ps iving in t ese 

territories did not a wa s re ain t e sa e  t erwise stated, tri es co d c ange 
t eir a nities to t e a t or t e ar, in order to receive ore s pport according 
to s ared interests and territoria  onds  n section , on t e acco nt o  t e a

e tri e s ac gro nd, an e a p e o  t is ind o  territoria  s i t is entioned

n act a  dai  i e sit ations, owever, i  o  as  a a tiari, e æs i  
‘ ic  tri e do o  e ong to , e wi  start direct  ro  a tri e s na e s c  
as a adi, ianersi, a e or a a, i e  t e two eve s o  æ š and taefe in t e 
a ove or ainstrea  c arts wi  e considered as t e sa e eve  or ore c ari
cation, t e dia og e a  contin e so e ow as o ows: 

: ze o Ham l i yæl  ‘ ro  w ic  a e s gro p                                                                                 
       ze ærdeš æriv  ‘ ro  rdes ariv c an tæš         

 is is a ver  co on and t pica  a tiari s a  ta  initiation estion and ice rea er 
w ic  a so p a s an i portant soico ing istic ro e, i e  to  t e rge o  a a tiari to e  -

e  ‘to trace t e tri a  or in re ations  in order to a e ties wit  a see ing  stranger and  to a e 
s re t at t e  are event a  re ated so e ow

 



      o æwla  ‘w ose decendant                  
      ze æwla e Niaz, or e šæn ed om ‘ ro  t e decendants o  iaz,                  
      a  an e s son

 2.2.2 Haft Lang and Chahar Lang: l  is not le  ‘leg’
s entioned a ove, a tiari tri es are divided in two genera  categories  

t e a t Lang tri es and t e ar Lang tri es  e  do not necessari  e ong to a 
s ared ancestor, as e p ained a ove, and t is gro ping rat er as a socio  istorica  
ac gro nd  Ling istica , owever, a t Lang and ar Lang constit te t e two 
a or dia ects o  t e a tiari ang age  e estion re ains  at does t e 

e e ent  ang  ean

n t e iterat re on t e a tiari over t e past two cent ries starting wit  La
ard, 18 , two ain e p anations o  t e eaning o   ang ave a wa s een re

peated  ese o  et o ogies ave never satis ed e as va id and correct inter
pretations o  t is ver  i portant and gen ine ter  in a tiari socia  istor  and 
ever da  i e  n t e o owing paragrap s  wi  rst cite t e e isting e p anations, 
t en ring ort   reasons or not accepting t e , e ore s ggesting a new wa  
o  oo ing at and interpreting t is ter

o egin wit ,  s o d ention t at t e e isting et o ogies e od  t e no
tion o   ang  as a variant o  eng  eaning ‘ eg  ot  in a tiari and odern 

ersian  t ow to e p ain t is p ono ogica  c ange ro  æ  to e   wi  ret rn 
to t is iss e, a ter ringing p a  t e sti cation stories or ang  

or t e sa e o  arg ent,  wi  egin  accepting t at ang eans len  ‘ eg  
ince t e sa e e p anation as een repeated in di erent so rces,  pre er to s  

t e  p in separate paragrap s and t en ention t e so rces o  t e citations

2.2.2.1 The two brothers story
nce t ere was a an ca ed adr w o was t e r er o  t e a tiari or t e ig 

Lor tri es  e ad two wives  ne o  t e  gave irt  to seven sons and t e ot er to 
o r  ter adr s deat  t e a tiari territor  was divided etween t e two wives  

c i dren  o disting is  t e  ro  eac  ot er t e  got t e na es o  a t Lang 
and a ar Lang, indicating t e n er o  sons in eac  part  entioned rst in 

ostow s ari e ozide e ected istor  in  , 1  e ow, and t en 
repeated in La ard, 18 ; Lori er, 1  and ind r, 1 88 to na e st a ew

Evaluation:
 reason or not accepting t is e p anation t at ang eans eng  is a ver  

si p e at e atica  act   len  ‘ eg  is going to represent t e n er o  sons 
in eac  part , t en t e  s o d ave een ca ed a arda  1  Lang and as t 
8  Lang  n ess a  t e poor sons ad on  one len  ‘ eg  arni  satrian  as 

 ersona  co nication
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con r ed t at co nting t e egs sed to e a co on practice or t is ind o  in 
divisions, t e didn t ave an  answer or w  t e n ers in t is case do not 

atc  t a  e arg ed t at len  co d a so e sed or ‘one pair o  egs  t en it 
can e considered as a nat ra  pair  ere ore, one eg  act a  eant ‘one an 
wit  egs  ere is, owever, a se antic o stac e acing t is arg ent; i e  t e 
ot er eaning o  len  as ‘one a  o  a pair  as in a p rase i e  æ len e æwš 
‘one a  o  a pair o  s oes

2.2.2.2 The tax system explanation
e second ver  pop ar e p anation is a ater t ore accepted notion and 

it see s ore pro a e or at east ore ogica  t states t at since t e a avid era 
1 1 1 , t ere as een a ta  pa ing s ste  esta is ed according to w ic  

t e no ads, w o were t e a orit  o  t e ranian pop ation o  t e ti e s o d 
pa  t eir s are according to t e n er o  t eir catt e or erds  e ta  or t e 

as ai tri e, or e a p e, was ased on t e n er o  t eir s eep, w ereas t e 
a savan paid on t e asis o  t eir ca e s  or t e a tiari, t e are was t e 

asis or co nting, in t e sense t at twent  s eep ad t e va e o  one are  e 
detai s o  t is s ste  are not o  concern ere , t or o r disc ssion, t e i port
ant point is t at a tiari ad to pa  a ta  e a  to t e price o  t ree ares  e 

a t Lang, w o were re ative  ric er, accepted to pa  a s are o  1  o  t e egs, 
and t e ess privi eged a ar Langs a s are o   1  and t e re aining 1 1  was 
to e paid  t e non a tiari tri es w o ca e to t eir territor  to ive nder t eir 
s pport in ardar sad, 1 8 ; La ard, 18 ; a nez ad, 1 8 and 1 81; ira

adian, 1 8 and art waite, 1

Evaluation:
ccepting t e a ove e p anation re ires s to accept t at t is socia  s ste  

asica  e ists eca se t e centra  govern ent wanted t e a tiari to e di
vided in t is wa ; w ereas t is tri a  socia  str ct re is ver  integrated into and 

as a ge i pact on t e a tiari c t ra , socia , ing istic and istorica  i e  
ere ore, e ieving t at it is an i ported or i posed str ct re eaps o t as tter  

nrea istic

esides, i  it is tr e, t en severa  estions need to e answered, s c  as  w  
s o d st t e a tiari e divided or e na ed a ter t eir ta  d ties and not or 
e a p e t e as ai or t e a savan tri es   is t ere no s c  ter  as e  
Lang ‘ ne Leg  to na e t e t ird part  w o ca e to ive nder t e s e ter o  

a tiari co nit  

oreover, t e concept o  a t Lang eing ric er is not va id eca se t e prosperi
t  o  eac  part  as a wa s een tig t  re ated to so e te pora  actors s c  as t eir 
ter s wit  t e centra  govern ent or t e sit ation o  trade in t eir respective territories 
and t e i e  o p t it di erent , t eir nancia  and socia  stat s was a wa s c anging  

 e interested reader can cons t ari i 1  

 



e ost i portant act ere is t e e istence o  t is division even e ore t e 
esta is ent o  t e a ore entioned ta  s ste  n ot er words, as t e stor  goes, 
t ere were a read  two gro ps o  a tiari, one ric er t an t e ot er, and t en, t e 
ta  d ties were assigned according to t eir respective wea t  is is a ver  c ear 
indication t at t is inar  division s o d ave een o der t an t e a avid era i  
t e stor  were rig t

2.2.3 Linguistic Analysis
e i portant point to ention ere is t e act t at /læn  and /len / are in

i a  pairs ot  in a tiari and in odern ersian  /læn  eans ‘to ag  a  e
ind  in t e co po nd ver  /læn  erden  or as an ad ective it eans ‘ a e , w i e 

as entioned ear ier, /len / eans ‘ eg  and a so ‘one part o  a pair  e propo
nents o  t e ang = leng notion arg e t at t e ancestors o  t e a tiari c anged 
t e pron nciation o  /len / to /læn  or e p e istic reasons, to a e it so nd 

ore p easing and not to conve  t e eaning o  /len / or /le / w ic  is so e ow 
pe orative sad, 1 8 1 1

is et od o  arg entation,  e ieve, is an r an and odern wa  o  oo
ing at a tiari c t re and as not ing to do wit  t e nat re o  a no adic c t re 
w ic  is tig t  geared to nat re and its asic e e ents  n ot er words, t ere is no 
s c  e p e istic tendenc  a ong t e a tiari no ads w o are t e present da  
representatives o  t eir ancestors  Living in a ost  nta ed environ ent t e  

ave to e ver  ic , straig t orward in conve ing w at t e  ean; ot erwise 
t e  wi  ose t e si p e t practica  wa  o  co nicating wit  eac  ot er 
w ic  is so critica  or t eir ars  i e st e  s a vivid e a p e, t e  se so e 
words t at are considered as ta oo or an ranian r an ind set, to na e di erent 

er s or p ants si p  eca se o  t e o vio s rese ance o , or instance, a ow
er to an ani a  genita s  e  ca  it wit o t ee ing s  or e arrassed, n i e 
w at t e r an and ore ed cated e ers o  t e tri e wo d ee  ere ore, 
t e t o g t o  t e a tiari ee ing s  to se a word w ic  eans ‘ eg  is ver  
ro antic and t is rationa ization is i posed  ater, ore inte ect a  e ers o  
t e societ  wit  no asis in t eir pop ar c t re

e ot er i portant point is t at  iving and wor ing c ose  wit  a tiari 
no ads, one wi  never ear so eone sa ing læn  instead o  len , even cas a , 
si p  eca se it wi  so nd a so te  wrong  len , o vio s , is sed ever  da  
in a variet  o  sit ations and in di erent co inations s c  as

e ele len  deraz ‘t e ong egged ad ; in addressing a ta  o ng o  in a not 
ver  riend  wa  len a=s=e soft e er  ‘ ra  its egs tig t ; in a goat i
ing session, or instance        
 len a=t=e ešown  ‘ ove o r egs p and down ; giving instr ction to 
so eone w o is tr ing to cross t e river  swi ing
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o conc de t is section,  wo d i e to add t at a t o g  t e p ono ogica  
s i t ro  æ  to e  is pro a e in t e a tiari ang age, as in odern ersian, 
especia  in word na  position s a e ee  e ow , i e ændæ > ænde 
‘s i e a g , sti , in  opinion, t e word ang can  no eans e a si p e 
p ono ogica  variant o  eng  

2.2.4 A proposed new etymology for Lang
n t e searc  or a eaning  interpretation o  ang,  attention was drawn 

to so e ranian topon s s c  as  Lang-rud, a cit   aspian sea; Lang b, a 
vi age near o n rd in t e east; Lang b d, a vi age near r  in t e vicinit  o  

o  in t e centra  part o  ran; Bandar-e Lenge,  t e ersian  in t e so t ; 
Lenj n, ra ic pron nciation o  Lang n, near s a n and c ose to t e a tiari 
territor , Cheshme Lang n  in t e entra  District o  ere d ns a r o nt , s
a n rovince; and pro a  Lankar n, in toda s zar ai n and P lang n, in 

Kordest n province  n t e neig oring order areas, S lang, a nort ern o ntain 
and Yak vlang, a cit , in g anistan can a so e entioned  is ist can pro a

 e e tended ore t t e point ere is t at t e e istence o  t is rec rrent ter  
cannot e accidenta  ct a  it is ite co on to see t e repetition o  a certain 
word or orp e e in topon s and in so e ot er words w ic  one can trace in 
di erent ranian cit  na es, s c  as t e ones isted e ow

 erd/ erd, ‘cit  as in  san gerd, e gerd, Dast gerd, or erd, ar d gerd    
 æn , ‘ ortress‘, as in  Kang n, Kang dez , Kang var                 
 deh, ‘vi age , as in  De dez, De or n, De das t     
 dæšt, ‘ e d , as in  arv das t, K das t, Ke r das t, De das t   
 r d, ‘river , as in  Lang r d, as t r d, d sar     
 sær, ‘ ead  end , as in  sar, o sar      
 šæhr, ‘cit , as in  ir n s ar, K ora s a r      
 šah, ‘ ing , as in  a savar, r d      
 a ad, ‘prospero s , as in  d n, K ora d, d e    
 ærdæ/e, ‘rig teo s , as in  rda i , rde st n, rda n    
 or r, ‘s n , as in  K r, K r sg n, K r zo , K r o , ore, K or e 
 o a, ‘ o nd, i  as in  o zan i , o or, o sor e, o a , 
ar o

ere ore, one can conc de t at, si i ar , t ere as to e an e act de nition 
or t e repetitive orp e e ang in t e a ove entioned topon s

n t e ne t step a searc  egan or e isting eanings o  t is orp e e in 
a tiari or ot er ranian ang ages  n a s rve  o  a tiari words,  ca e across 

t e word æw læn  eaning ‘past re  addadi, 1
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 ave een in or ed t at in as ad, a cit  in nort eastern ran, t e sa e 
eaning is e pressed  t e word ow læn  n t ese two words t e rst part eans 

‘water  t to get to t e eaning o  ‘past re , w at can t e ang part ean  ‘ and , 
‘ e d  or ‘grass

Later  o nd o t t at in t e a ar Lang dia ect o  a tiari, t ere is t e 
word len i, w ic  eans ‘ a  o  t e and w ic  a pair o  o  can p o g  ar a , 
1 8

n t e pre ace o  a oo  on t e a tiari iri, 1 8  it is entioned t at 
t ere was a word in pre s a ic a tiari, prono nced as læn  w ic  eant ‘river  
and t e a t or conc des t at ang is t e sa e word wit  a voicing c ange in t e 

na  consonant

n t e w o e, ang, w et er eaning ‘river  or ‘a piece o  and  is co pati e 
wit  t e geograp ic distri tion o  t e a t and a ar Lang tri es  eir territo
ries can e ass ed as aving seven past res or pieces o  and or t e a t Lang 
and o r or t e a ar Lang  ere are severa  rivers in t e region and consid
ering t e passage o  ti e w ic  certain  as c anged t e co rse and vo e o  
t e e isting rivers and strea s, sti  we can na e seven rivers strea s in t e a t 
Lang area and o r in t e a ar Lang

n  est to nd a reasona e et o og  or ang,  presented and disc ssed 
 data and pot eses wit  ro   L ots , a  o  w ic  re inded i  o  

a word in ans rit w ic  eans ‘p o g , a t o g  wit  an n nown origin  
a r o er 1  writes a o t it     

l gala  n  g    i , ni , p . na gala, p t  la gala , a gala , 
a gara  n , i  n gal  a  g  dd  11 ,  11 8  n ar; re

dwort

t see s attractive to ass e t at edic ans rit l gala  ‘p o g  is re ated to 
læn , in spite o  t e act t at its origin is n nown  ot  can e d e to orowing 
ro  anot er n nown ang age

 tradition in a tiari c t re can e sed in s pport o  t is pot esis, and 
t at is t e se o  š ‘p o g  and ot er agric t ra  ter s or divisions o  and  

o e o  t ese ter s t at are ta en ro  addadi 1  are wort  o  notice ere

pa ‘t e otto  o  ever t ing ; a eas ring nit e a  to 1   ‘seven i o
gra s  e a tiari eas re a piece o  and ased on t e a o nt o  w eat or ar e  
t at t e  can sow in it  ne mæn eans a piece o  and t at as t e capacit  to grow 
seven i os  ac  1  mæn e a s one pa, ever  o r pa e a s one a ‘cow  and 
ever  two a e a s one hi š  ere ore, one p o g  hi š o  and eans a piece o  
and t at as t e capacit  to grow a ndred mæn or seven ndred i ogra s o  crop

ro  Des ond D r in eisterernst a so genero s  s ared is t o g ts on t e 
s ect as o ows
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e actrian ter   n  as een derived   
i s i ia s ro  aga d na a eaning ‘container o  t e 

gods  and t ere ore ‘sanct ar , a p ace w ere t e gods sta  or 
w ere t eir i ages or stat es or insignia are stored   a  Lang 
is or ed in t e sa e wa  t at wo d s ggest t at L ng a one as 
t e eaning ‘sanct ar  and t at t e rst part o  t e co po nd a 
re erence to w ose sanct ar  it is, t e gods  or a s, etc  Land 
e onging to t e sanct ar  or dedicated to a god ig t se t e 

ter  L ng  e word as a speci c actrian so nd c ange ro  
d >  >  n  is attested or e a p e in t e actrian in

scription at r  Kota  and in ine 1 t ere                                                   
e ot er interesting word is  w anz  or w an  

in doc ent  or ci in i s i ia s  actrian doc ents ro  
ort ern g anistan ,  ere in ine  it re ers to a ‘ a  
e d , w  ‘ a  and anz  ‘ e d  w ic  in t e second part ig t 

s pp  a ter  re ated to ng ‘container  ere re erring to ‘ e d
ersona  co nication,  1  

o conc de, we can ass e t at t e word læn  was sed ro  t e eginning 
to divide, distri te or ad inister e ds or past res, in t e case o  t e a tiari 
wit  a ong istor  o  pastora  i e  o t is da , t e distri tion o  past res in ot  
divisions o  t e tri e corresponds to seven and o r proportions

ere is no need to sa  t at t is is an open estion and re ires ore investi
gation and egs new t o g ts and ideas ro  ot ers interested in t e s ect   
ai  ere is to enco rage a new wa  o  doing researc  in t e e d o  a tiari, 
avoiding t e repetition o  previo s sc o ars and estioning t e notions w ic  or 
decades were ta en as granted

2.2.5 Hamule tribe: Chahar Lang or Haft Lang?
s entioned a ove 1 , so e so rces c assi  t e a e tri e nder t e 

a t Lang tri es and so e nder t e ar Langs  e a e peop e t e se ves 
a so t in  t at initia  t e  e onged to ar Lang parties and t en oved to a t 
Lang  at intrig ed e to ta e on a reading od sse  in searc  o  a istorica  evi
dence or t is re ocation, w ic  na  got e to t e passage e ow ro  La ard s 

e oires  

e ni 8 is a arge tri e o  i at ; t e c ie , e  K an, is a i era  and 
a e an, and was t e wezir o  o a aed a i  aving een ong acc sto ed 

8  ni is interpretated  oca s as se h ni ‘ t e t ree o s o ds , eca se it is a cover ter  w ic  
re ers to t e co ination o  t ree tri es  a e, aversad and Ka as  

 e ering to no ads in o der iterat re w ic  is constr cted  adding an ra ic p ra  s  -at 
and t e ranian attri tive s  -i to il, wit  t e epent esis o  -y- in t e idd e  e re nants o  t is 

izarre or i ed et od p ra  or ations  sti  e ists in ersian words s c  as sæ zi at ‘vegeta es  
or ar ane at ‘ actories , t t e gra atica  tradition is o so ete now   

  t i/  was t e para o nt K an o  t e a ar Lang w ic  was La ard s ost and 

 



to co ect t e ann a  tri te o  t e tri es, and to devote is attention to t eir interna  
po it , e was etter ac ainted wit  t e state and istor  o  t e ak tiaris t an 
an  ot er an  et wit in t e co ntr  t o g  t e ie  o  t e tri e, e is not 
a e er o  it, t o  an s ar a i  ong sett ed in t e o ntains  e was or 
so e ears in e eran and served as a or in ak tiari regi ent discip ined  

a or art  e ar esirs o  t e ni were origina  in ndaka 1 and i
ar to t e nort  o  t e Kar n, t eing strong  attac ed to o a ed aki, 

t e  crossed t e river and sett ed in gir and se ari  is tri e as ot  good 
orse and atc ock en  e  c tivate corn and ar e , to t e growt  o  w ic  

t e and t e  occ p  is partic ar  avora e  ince t e a  o  o a ed aki, 
t e ni ave recrossed t e Kar n, and p aced t e se ves nder o a ed 

eti and a er K i  e , t eir c ie , is now a gitive in t e o ntains  La
ard,18  1

a e as o r tæš, na e  ti z ær , ærdešqeriv, šei  and dæwmæme i  t 
is ver  c sto ar  in ak tiari to attri te so e c aracter or even tote ike tags 

i a, 1  1  to one and ever  tri e or tæš, so eti es in a pe orative wa  
or e a p e t e  ca  t e peop e o  t e a edi tri e as ame i ers , and t e 
on ezi peop e are known as mon ezi oraz  e a e are ca ed m sir in 

‘s a ot  pickers , apparent  eca se in t eir s er arters, t e and is ric  in 
wi d growing s a ots, and t is is one o  t e ain activities and so rces o  inco e 
or t e wo en o  t e tri e, w ic  so eti es provokes so e ea o s  in t e neig
oring tri es w o do not possess as ric  or erti e and  

ro  t e o r tæš o  t e tri e, ti z ærd n ‘t e e ers o  izgard c an  are 
known as fen  ‘seditive , starting an  nwanted disp tes and g ts etween 
t e ot er e ers o  t e tri e, especia  in t e o der ti es w en t e ælantær  

ee 1 a ove  o  t e tri e was c osen ro  t eir tæš  o e o  t ese ælantærs, 
w o were s pposed to s pervise t e a airs o  t e tri e and act as a ink etween t e 

a e and t e k an, and event a , t e govern ent, wo d act not ite ased 
on onest  or instance, in atters concerning t e p rc ase or distri tion o  t e 
a ocated ands and past res to t eir own s ects, t ere were ti es t at t e  did 
so e isc ie  s c  as se ing a certain piece o  and to severa  a i ies, t e dis
p te over w ic  contin es to t is da , even ears a ter t e  ave a  passed awa

ærde eriv n, to w ic   æw ad e ong, are ca ed æ e espi  ‘w ite co
ored , apparent  eca se t e speakers or representatives o  t e tri e were c osen 
ro  t e , e ieving t at t e  are meilesi ‘socia e or conci iar  nteresting , t e  

are a so known as sen sen on ‘one w o takes is ti e to do a o , so eti es in an e
cessive wa  ter 1 , w en eza a  a avi ordered t e iss ing o  dentit  ards or 
a  t e pop ation, an  peop e e onging to t is tæš c ose rdes iri as t eir a i  na e

t e  deve oped a ver  c ose riends ip  e passed awa  in 18 1 in asser din a e a ar s prison  
1  ndeka ændeka  and i r are sti  t e winter aters o  a e tri es

   eiti  and  li  were a t Lang c ie s o  t e ti e
 ear ike
 oar ike
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e ei n are known eing st orn and arre so e  o eti es a so ca ed 
ei e oraz, pe orative , apparent  or t e sa e a ities, t e  were known as 

t e est g n en o  t e K ns   paterna  grand ot er, irin, e onged to t is 
tæš, and ad to arr   grand at er as part o  a hin æs ‘stop oods ed  tradi
tion, to p t an end to a severe con ict and oods ed aro sed  t e incident o  t e 
deat  o   grand at er s rot er, a eged  eing s ot  irin s at er

e dæwmæmid n were notorio s or eing not ver  tid  and t ere are even 
so e sa ings in t e tri e re erring to t e re ctance o  ot er tri es to reside even 
te porari  on t eir enca p ent gro nds  ronica , t is tæš are now known to 

ave t e ost ig  ed cated pop ation o  t e a e, one o  t e  as even e
co e a e er o  t e par ia ent or so e ears and now eca se o  t e ig er so
cia  stat s, t e šora ‘t e co nci  o  t e co nit  nder t e s a ic ad inistration  
is ocated in t eir vi age o  Di e and one o  t e  acts as t e ead o  t is co nci  

t s o d e noted t at t ese are t e attri tes t at t e o r tæš o  a e give 
to eac ot er, w i e ot er tri es a  give t e  di erent na es, ased on t eir 
s ared past e periences and a so according to t eir osti e or a ica e re ations ip  

e s er past res and territor  o  t e a e are ocated in a ar a
a o ak tiari province, starting ro  t e vicinit  o  La os k and Di e, a 

vi age ocating in t e r ra  district o  ra  o  t e centra  division æ š  o  
K rang co nt  oordinates  1 1  ; spreading nort ward, 
on two sides o  t e road at t e skirt o  o nts oca  ca ed olon e hær e nær, 
eft e or æ , mol e zær  and sælæ tor towards or e and dæšt e lale  e ds, 
ænæw este i and t f espi  vi ages  eir tents are a so scattered according to 

tæš and æwlad divisions a  aro nd t is area and a so on t e ot  anks o  t e river 
ca ed æw e or e  eir winter arters are ore dispersed, t are a  ocated 
in t e K zest n province, ain  in and aro nd t e cities o  as ed so ei n, 
L i, ndek  and t eir s rro nding e ds, o ntains and areas s c  as asemari, 
ætevæn, šelal and sær æ e ændom al

 vai a e at L 1 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp en wikipedia org wiki
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2.3 THE BAKHTIARI LANGAUGE 
ak tiari is c assi ed as a so t western ranian ang age  istorica , it is 

geograp ica  ad acent to ew ersian, w ic  e p ains c  a o t t e ing istic 
si i arities o  t e two ang ages ro  ot  diac ronic and s nc ronic perspec
tives  ere are, owever, so e e e ents in ak tiari t at sing e it o t ro  t e 
ot er so t western ranian ang ages  

n p ono og , or e a p e, so e o  t e c anges ro  t e idd e ersian to 
ew ersian see  to take a di erent pat  in ak tiari  n e a p e is t e c ange 

o  intervoca ic m to w as in mad > oweid ‘ca e  n t e ot er and, t ere are 
a so c anges wit in ew ersian t at did not appen in ak tiari, s c  as t e 

etat esis o  hl  l  ak tiari and idd e ersian tahl vers s ew ersian tal  
‘ itter  ind r 1 88   

n addition, ak tiari kins ip ter ino og  contains so e words t at are di er
ent ro  a  t e ot er ranian ang ages; e a p es inc de i i, ‘ at er s sister  and  
e , ‘ rot er  ee section 1 1 e ow  

ere are so e words t at see  to ave not gone t ro g  a ost no c anges 
ro  idd e ersian and are in erited  ak tiari, s c  as  hi > ak  hi 

‘ar  or = ak  ang st ‘ nger ee section 1 1 e ow   

s or gra ar, t e passive s  ih o  idd e ersian did not s rvive in 
ew ersian, t e t its trace in so e ak tiari ver s, s c  as ær n ‘to eat , 

æhrest n ‘to e eaten ; or e der i s, ‘ o  tear it  and t e passive or  e der
eh e, ‘it wi  e torn  ee section  e ow  

oreover, t ere are so e str ct res, not prod ctive t re ent  sed, t at 
represent a ore co p e  s ntactic treat ent in t e ang age  næ od om et es  
NEG-sa .PST-1SG-BP.2SG-BP.3SG  ‘Didn t  te  o  t at  is invo ves a se ence 

o  t ree arg ents w ic  is not possi e in ersian, i e  om=et=es, t at is, a s
 and two enc itics ee e a p es  and 8 in t e section 1  

n t e ain ak tiari speaking regions, so e ot er ranian and non ranian 
ang ages are a so re ent  in se  non ak tiari et nic gro ps o  t e area  n 

v z, or e a p e, t e centra  cit  o  K zest n province  wit  a pop ation o  
over one i ion, and as is e pected, a ti et nic cit , appro i ate   o  t e 
in i itants are ra ic speakers  K zest ni ra ic, as acKinnon 1  points 
o t, is ‘o  t e ersian  t pe, not nda enta  di erent ro  K waiti ra ic  

e z r, one o  t e a or siness sections o  t is ver  o d, istoric and now 
a or ind stria  cit , as a wa s een r n in t e ain  t e s tari, t e e

 e ore t e arge sca e i igration t at took p ace d ring t e t  cent r  and a terwards, t e 
pop ation o  K zestan consisted or t e ost part o  two ing istic gro ps  speakers o  ra ic, w o 
ived in t e area stretc ing ro  t e ersian  and t e att a ra  a  a ra  river in and to 

t e cit  o  v z, and speakers o  ranian dia ects, w o in a ited t e area to t e nort west and t e 
oot i s and o ntains o  t e agros range ac Kinnon 1
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a ni and t e Dez i erc ants and sa espersons  i e t ese gro ps igrated 
ro  t eir respective towns to v z cent ries ago, an  o  t e  ave kept t eir 

dia ects, apparent  or socio ing istic reasons  

ese t ree et nic gro ps are known  t e ak tiari, rst , or t eir zown e 
p ‘distorted ang age 8 and, second , or eing ver  c nning and art  traders 

w ic  in t e e es o  a ak tiari no ad is not a virt e  o e so concerned a o t 
one  or ateria istic va es at t e e pense o  eing kind or tr t  to peop e, is 

not considered to e ora  and t e ak tiari c t re detests it

o e rkic no ads a so ive a ong t e ak tiari, so e in vi ages ike K
g n e  and so e in se i pastora  a i ies w ic  are scattered a ong t e 

no adic areas  ne a i  o  t e , w o   et and spoke to in one o   visits 
to a nesa s a  see e ow 1 , erects t eir tent ever  ear in tištærd n, near 
t e a e a i ies  ere are a so so e vi ages in t e ere dan  region o  t e 

s a n province t at even ave r enian and eorgian speakers  e eorgian 
or or i peop e, as ranians ca  t e , ive in severa  vi ages o  ere dan or e
re d ns ar o nt , t t e  on  ave Lori  ak tiari 1 neig ors ain  in t e 
two vi ages o  o ort  and e zat d  in es e  Lang n ra  District, 
in t e entra  District o  ere d ns a r o nt , s a n rovince  r enians ive 

ain  in t e vi age o  arne , in t e e a  ra  District, in t e entra  Dis
trict o  in va i ndas t o nt , s a n rovince and a so in K g n e 

e socio ing istic sit ation o  t ese i ed vi ages see s to e a per ect s
ect or contact ing ists, since, to  know edge, no so rce is avai a e a o t t e 

e ects o  t ese ang ages on eac  ot er over t e cent ries o  contact  e sa e 
is tr e o  t e ra ic dia ects o  K zest n and t eir pro a e orrowings ro  
t e ranian ang ages o  t e area and vice versa   a  partic ar  c rio s a o t 
t e ang age o  a ak tiari tri e t at, s pposed  eca se o  decades o  iving in 

ra ic speaking regions, are ca ed ra  Ka ari  e attire o  t is tri e s wo en 
sti  as so e ak tiari to c es t ost  rese es t e ra ic attire  orking 
on eac  one o  t ese ang ages in re ation to ak tiari is a so a desiderat  to e 

ed in t e t re

8  is is ow ak tiaris s a  e press t eir i pression vis vis ang ages t at are si i ar to 
t eirs; i e  ot er o t western ang ages, t w ic  t e  cannot nderstand 
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Figure 9 a b c:Sar-e  Seyed village with its uni ue architechure and people
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e c osest re atives o  ak tiari, owever, contin es to e t e variet  o  
Ko gi e o oira adi  evera  atte pts ave een ade  sc o ars to draw 
a eaning  divide etween t e ang ages in t e so ca ed Lori  L ri contin

 acKinnon and no i, e ieve t at t e rst ine s o d e drawn e
tween ort ern Lori and o t ern Lori, in t e or er s ter ino og  ac Kinnon 

11  and Lori e k tari and K vari ‘ estern and astern Lori  in t e atter s 
ano a i 1 1  e  are spoken, respective ,  t e Lor e K c ak o  t e 

Lorest n province and  t e Lor e ozorg t e ak tiari and t e Ko gi e o 
oira adi  non  , not ite satis ed  t is distinction, s ggested a 
ore re ned distinction in t e contin , eca se e o nd it i portant ro  

t e viewpoint o  str ct re, e icon, and inter inte igi i it  to ake an additiona  
distinction etween a ti ri and t e re aining varieties to t e so t  e intro
d ced t e t ree a ered categor  o  ort ern Lori, ak tiari and o t ern Lori   
can on  add t at as a native speaker o  ak tiari, t e variet  spoken  t e ak
tiari and t e Ko gi e o oira adi can easi  e considered as two dia ects o  
t e sa e ang age, ased on t e ands on criterion o  t a  inte igi i it  w i e 
t e so ca ed ort ern Lori, or a a t Lang ak tiari is as distinct as ersian  

or t e ar Lang ak tiari iving in cities and vi ages c oser to K ora d in 
Lorest n, t e degree o  t a  nderstanding is pro a  ig er

it in t e ak tiari itse , t e oca s wo d ention two a or dia ects, a t 
Lang and ar Lang, and wit in a t Lang variet , t e  t ink t at t e Mæwri and 

avadi tri es speak anot er variation  n  e d visits,  did not notice a or di
erences wit in avadi  e dia ect t at str ck e as ver  specia , owever, was 

t e one t at is spoken in a ver  o d and re ote vi age ca ed sær e a a seyed , in 
w ic  t e s rine o  one t e i a zade, q  eid is ocated  e is a ong one 
o  t e ost sacred pir n  o  t e ak tiari, especia  or t e a t Lang   ave so e 
recordings o  t is variet  t n ort nate   ave not et ad t e ti e to work on it  

t is wort  o  note t at  ave a so eard t e ention o  a secret ang age, 
tošmali, sed and spoken on   os a s w o are t e oca  sicians  

o conc de t is section,  wo d ike to ention t e p eno enon o  a rat er 
a r pt and widespread orrowing ro  ng is  t at started a ost at t e sa e 
ti e o  as t e appearance o  t e oi  and t e ritis  in t e ak tiari region nti  
appro i ate  t e s a ic evo tion o  1  w en t e ericans, indi  and 
ot er ng is  speaking e p o ees o  t e i  o pan  and re ated corporations 

. Sar A a Seyyed is a vi age in iank e og i ra  District, in t e entra  District o  
K rang o nt , a ar a a  and ak tiari rovince, ran  t t e  cens s, its pop ation was 
1, , in 8 a i ies  vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp en wiki
pedia org wiki ar qa e ed

. pir is t e ter  t at ak tiaris and so e ot er ranian peop es se to re er to t eir sacred g res  
n ak tiari t e word zade or zade ‘ orn  an a , decendant o  an a  is not sed  
ver  tri e a iates itse  wit  a pir, t e ost pop ar ones inc de  pir e oveir; o t n erei ; aqa 
eid; ava zeid  o earn ore a o t sacred p aces in ak tiari see rooks 

 t t at ti e, indi doctors were e p o ed to work on ver  re ote vi ages and towns

 



and organizations were orced to eave t e co ntr  is orrowing is ver  signi
icant eca se t e oan words and e pressions are sed speci ca  in t is area and 
not in ot er parts o  ran  n 1 , w i e sti  an  st dent,  did a re ative  
t oro g  researc  on t is s ect, and co ected a ist o  a o t  oan words and 
p is ed t e  in t e ing istic q arter  o  e ranian cade  o  Lang age 
and Literat re o ag ari,  e artic e was in ersian, t  ave added a 
s orter and trans ated ist ere in ppendi  1  n t e ne t section, parts o  t is re
searc  wi  e presented in t e od  o  a c orono ogica  socio ing istic overview 
o  t e ang age

2.4 THE SOCIOLINGUISTIC SITUATION
n 1 , as part o   aster s t esis,  started a e d work investigation to see 

w et er t e ak tiari ang age, w ic  at t at ti e  was advised to ca  a dia ect, 
is in danger o  e tinction, and w et er t e speakers were s i ting to ersian or 
wo d aintain t eir ang age  is was t e rst researc  o  its kind to e con
d cted on t e ranian ang ages  ere ore,  ad no ode  to o ow  it  t e 
g idance o  t e s pervisors 8 o  t e pro ect,  devised a q estionnaire, containing 
so e  open and ip e c oices q estions, incorporating a  t e re evant actors 
concerning ang age se in di erent socia  do ains  ro nd a ndred and t  
q estionnaires were distri ted a ong wo en and en o  ve age and t ree ed

cationa  gro ps  in t e cit  o  as ed o ei n, w ic  as over  percent o  
ak tiari speakers  e interviews and co ecting t e data took aro nd si  ont s, 

and t en t e res ts were processed sing  so tware  o e o  t e res ts were 
ne pected and did not s pport t e initia  pot esis o  t e pro ect, t in genera  

a dec ine o  ,  per decade o  t e se o  ak tiari was ca c ated  is we con
sidered to e an opti istic res t and we rea ized t at t e variet  o  ak tiari sed 
in as ed o ei n  co d not e considered endangered, ain  d e to t e ro st 
attit de o  its speakers towards t eir c t re, ang age and traditions o ag ari, 
1 , 1,  o e o  t e ta es and c arts are reprod ced ere as represen
tative o  t e researc

s  wi  e p ain in t e o owing paragrap s, t e res ts o    researc , 
carried o t near  two decades ago, a  now e considered to e o tdated   ot 
on  t e socio ing istic actors in avor o  t eir ang age se ave not c anged 
d ring t e past two decades, t t e  ave a so een intensi ed  t e introd ction 
o  new tec no og  and edia aci ities  s an e a p e, w en in   started to 
ook or on ine so rces on ak tiari to cons t or  present researc ,  was co

p ete  astonis ed  t e n er o  ak tiari or Lori ogs, we pages and sites 

8  ro  a a odaressi, a pro inent ranian socio ing ist and ro   Da ir oqadda , an 
internationa  credited ranian t po ogist and ing ist

 ge gro ps  1 , ; ;  and >      
d cationa  gro ps  i iterate  pri ar  sc oo  ear ; ear ig  sc oo  dip o a and   
niversit  eve  

 L  



 

propagating t e ang age and t e c t re, eac  in its own pro essiona  or a ate r 
wa  owada s, one o  t e ost a sing o ies o  t e o ng ak tiaris is pro
d cing nn  te t essages, incorporating o d and traditiona  verses and sa ings in 
a odern conte t, ike c anging t e o d co p aint o  a over to is e oved or not 
g ancing at i  w i e passing eac  ot er on t e igration ro te,  s stit ting it 
wit  is co p aint o  er not responding to is ats pp s i ies or te t essages  

n ace ook t ere are ndreds o  di erent et nic pages   a  aware o  so e 
 di erent ak tiaris a one, a ost a  o  t e  are tr ing to pro ote t e an

g age, t e sic, t e istor  and t e c t re in genera  tand p co edians, s ort 
videos, sic video c ips, doc entaries, pop and even rap songs are a ong a  
t e di erent conte porar  et nic ranian reprod ctions o  t eir c t ra  interests

ere are n ero s ooks, ain  poetr  and prover s, written and p is ed 
ever  ont  Last ear we even witnessed t e irt  o  a ak tiari nc c opedia 
o   pages, co pi ed and written  on  one a t or wit o t i iograp ica  
re erences 1  ecent  anot er ak tiari enc c opedia as een p is ed, its tit e, 

a htiarica , ode ed a ter t e prestigio s Iranica or per aps ritannica

t is wort  entioning t at t ese ore passionate and ess sc o ar  activities 
are not i ited to t e ak tiari, t can e seen ore or ess ro  near  ever  ot
er ranian et nic gro p  e e act reasons e ind t ese vigoro s representations 
o  interests and so eti es pre dices a o t one s et nic origins in ran are ard 
to nd and e p ain and it certain  req ires a t oro g  socio ogica  investigation 
w ic  is e ond t e scope o  t e present researc  ne incident, owever, a  in
dicate t e idea t at a a or actor invo ved ere is a g t or identit  w ic  so e
ti es is e t to e nder attack  t e ainstrea  ersian c t re  n 1 , a  
series was prod ced and roadcast  t e nationa   ca ed Sarzamin e ohan 
‘ e ncient Land , o owing a stor  w ic  egan aro nd t e  n t e o rt  
episode, a ersian w o is invo ved in a disp te wit  t e a i  o  one o  t e pro
inent ak tiari K ans , acc ses i  o  eing a p ppet in t e ands o  t e ritis  

. ær in i zæng ni zæn om, ni d om pæyam i/ dir a dir d s=et dar om, hær do tiy=am i ‘   
don t send o  an ,  ove o  ro  a ar, as c  as  two e es , w ere t e words or   
pæyam i  r es wit  ‘  e es  tiyam i
1  e a t or is a a e ro  dæwmamedi tæš   was ver  eager to see and read t is ook, eca se 

in one o  er interviews t e a t or c ai ed t at t is ook is a oint prod ction o  er at er and er 
own and s e was tr ing to trans er is know edge and in or ation to t e ne t generations   ave 

et er ate at er, w o was one o  t e respected riš sæ ds ‘respected e der  e er  o  t e tri e 
and t at ade e ave ig  e pectations ro  t e ook  en  na  received t e ook via post, 

 e pectations t rned o t to e nrea istic  is o ng a t or as apparent  c osen to o ow t e 
e isting practice o  t e oca  sc o ars, co pi ing t e rag ented in or ation in a non scienti c or 
sc o ar  anner

   aven t seen t e ook et, and on  saw t e ook cover on one o  t e ak tiari ace ook pages
  portrait o  ardar ssad, t e second, ng on t is a i s iving roo  wa , indicating t eir 

a nit  wit  t e so ca ed great k ans  Later, t e director o  t e , to rati  t is ne pected reac
tion, c ai ed t at a  t e personages are ctiona  and do not represent an  istorica  g re, t t is 
one portrait was eno g  or t e ak tiari o  not to e ieve i



1

and a traitor to t e co ntr  e ne t da , t ere were t o sands o  ak tiaris in t e 
streets o  s a n, v z and so e ot er cities, protesting against t e nationa  , 
t e  and its director, acc sing t e  o  a conspirac  against t e ak tiari  e  
contin ed t e de onstrations and protests, acked  so e open etters o  pro
inent ak tiari poets, writers and sc o ars to t e point t at t e a t orities decided 
to prevent t e series ro  eing roadcast  ow, t e point is,  was s re t at ost 
o  t ose protestors in t e streets ad not even watc ed t e , and  even ca ed 
so e ak tiari re atives to c eck t is  t t rned o t to e tr e  e , owever, 
oined t e crowd or t e si p e reason t at t e  e t t e ak tiari s o d a wa s 
e nited against an o tsider s attack  ost t e sa e reaction can e seen ever  

ti e t ere is an e ection in t e co ntr  e  wi  vote or a ak tiari candidate, 
no atter ow inco petent e is, c anting a ak tiari sa ing  liš e om n æh ze 

v e mærdom=e ‘ r own ad is etter t an t e ot ers  good one  

ro  a ing istic point o  view, we can on  con ect re t at t is rigoro s so
idarit  can at east p a  a positive ro e in preserving t e ak tiari ang age and 
ead to t e prod ction o  ore c t ra  ateria s  aving t is socio c t ra  in

trod ction in ind, now we can consider and interpret t e o owing c arts ore 
convenient  

e rst c art s ows t e percentage o  ersian and ak tiari ono ing a s in 
t e researc  co nit  

       
Figure 10: Percentage of monolinguals in Persian or Bakhtiari

s can e seen in g re 1  a ove, in 1 , t e percentage o  ersian ono in
g a s in t e o nger gro p was ess t an in t e age gro p o   and eq a  to o d
er gro ps o   and  is was ne pected and at t e sa e ti e pro ising 
or t e aintenance o  t e ang age  e reason t at t e age gro p o   ad 
ore ersian ono ing a s and at t e sa e ti e t e ig est percentage o  ak

tiari ersian i ing a s  was t e res t o  t e igration o  t is gro p to er
sian speaking cities d ring t eir teenage ears and o nger, d e to ran raq war

L L K D



n t e ne t diagra , we tried to g re o t w at ang ages peop e are ti in
g a  in and to w at degree  e q estion was  ic  ang age did o  earn as 

o r rst ang age

      
Figure 11: Percentage of the rst language (Persian or Bakhtiari)

 ig  percentage o  ot  age gro ps o  o nger t an  and o der, sti  con
sidered ak tiari t eir rst ang age 8 ,  and 8 ,  or ak tiari vers s 8,  
and 1 ,  or ersian, respective  s e pected, t e o nger gro p sed ersian 

ore t an ak tiari o rt  pairs o  co ns 1 ,  vers s ,  ontrar  to t e 
pot esis, t o g , t e o nger generation sed ak tiari ore as we  ,  

vers s 1 ,  t eans t at t e c i dren o nger t an  ears o  age earned 
and sed ak tiari o r ti es ore and ersian aro nd t ree ti es ore t an 
t e o der gro p, w ic  is a ver  good indication or t e s rviva  o  a ang age 

o ag ari,1  

n t e ne t step, wo en and en were asked a o t t eir ang age c oice in do
estic do ains  e pot esis was t at wo en, eing ess socia e and sier at 

o e se ak tiari ore t an ersian  e res ts in g re 1 , owever, o owed        

                language use

gender Persian Bakhtiari both
male 08,0

31,8

79,5

71,4

9,1

40,0
female 26,8

68,2

50,0

28,6

21,4

60,0

Figure 12: Percentage of the language choice in domestic domains

 



ot  gro ps c ose ak tiari over ersian ,  or en and ,  or wo
en  owever, en sed ak tiari a ost twice as c  as wo en, w i e wo en 

se ersian at o e a ost twice as c  as en 8,   vers s 1,8  ere
ore, t e re ated pot esis w ic  ass ed a ig er sage o  ak tiari in a do es

tic do ain, was not s pported  ne e p anation or t is ne pected res t co d e 
t e ore active ro e o  wo en in t e iterac  o  t e c i dren

not er q estion was w et er t e  tr  to ide t eir ak tiari accent w i e 
speaking ersian answer indicated  es  or not o  and give reasons or eac  
c oice  e ass ed t at t e positive answer to t is q estion can e an indication 
o  ow estee  in sing t eir ot er tong e w ic  is not pro ising or t e ainte
nance o  t e ang age  ig re 1  s ows t e res ts

Figure 13: Percentage of hiding Bakhtiari accent and reasons for doing or not doing it

n t e s  tota  co ns we can see t at ,  o  t e  did not ide t eir ac
cents as opposed to 1 ,  w o did  e a or reasons were eca se t e  o nd 
it nnecessar  or i possi e to do so ot  wit  ,  req enc  e peop e 
w o were tr ing to ide t eir accent, owever, were doing it on   o t o  e

arrass ent, t ore t an  or aintaining etter co nication, ot  o  
w ic  are pro ising or t e s rviva  o  t e ang age  

o end t is section,  wi  present et anot er diagra  w ic  re ates to t e c  
de ated iss e o  t e e ect o  t e edia on ang age se and its aintenance  Dia
gra  1  s s p t e sage stat s o  edia in as ed o ei n and its interaction 
wit  peop e

L L K D



Figure 14: Percentage of the effect of media on language use

e participants o  t e researc  were asked w et er t ere are ak tiari adio 
and e evision roadcasting in t eir town and ow it a ects t e sage o  ersian 
and ak tiari  e ones wit  a positive answer sed ak tiari in a ig er rate at 
o e ,  vers s1 ,  ersian , w i e in t e gro p wit  t e negative answer, 

again t e sage o  ak tiari is ig er t an ersian 8  vers s 1  e positive 
gro p a so sed ersian at o e ore t an ak tiari ,  against 1,8  is 
was anot er case w ere we didn t receive t e e pected res ts, i e  t e act t at 
t e edia a ects t e sage o  t e native and oca  ang ages negative  nstead 
we o nd t at in as ed o ei n, t e edia did not ave an  direct e ect on t e 
ang age se

resenting a  t e res ts o  t e 1  researc  is not t e goa  ere, eca se t ere 
are st too an  c arts, diagra s and statistics invo ved to investigate t e sage 
o  t e ak tiari in di erent socia  do ains  di erent age and gender gro ps 
wit  di erent ed cationa  ackgro nds  e na  res ts, owever, were o  i por
tance since t e  s owed t at in 1 , in t e ain ak tiari cit  o  ran, t e prac
tica  sit ation o  ak tiari was not endangered and as entioned a ove, a dec ine 
o  ,  per decade co d e diagnosed etween consec tive generations  t wo d 
e ver  se  to repeat t is investigation now to see w et er t is prediction was 

tr e or on  desired  

 



2.5 CONSULTANTS

i  o t o  seven cons tants o  t e present researc  e ong to t e a e tri e, 
t e rst ve ro  tæš e ærdeš æriv, and t e ast one ro  tæš e ti z ærd  e ast 
one, addadi, is a so a a t Lang t ro  almæhmi di tri e

1. Mahnesa Zolfaghari-Ardeshiri, 61, widow,   
housewife/herder.

 

r great grand at ers were patterna  co sins and ence t e sa e a i  na e 
indicates a s ared ancestor, o ag ar zolfæ ar  e arried anot er ærdeš æriv 

e er w o n ort nate  passed awa  1  ears ago and e t er to raise t eir 1  
c i dren sing e anded , t e o dest sti  eing a teenager at t e ti e  is astonis
ing  ea ti  ad  is one o  t e s artest and ost co rageo s wo en t at  ave 
ever seen in  i e  e as a pro o nd know edge o  t e no adic, erd reeding 
i est e and w en asked, s e is ver  genero s in s aring er e pertise wit  ot ers  
 et er or t e rst ti e so e twent  ago, d ring er at er s nera , o nd 
er ver  strong and inte igent and t ro g  ears we were a e to deve op a ver  

deep riends ip o  t a  nderstanding  e was  ost and c osest co panion 
t ro g  t e ver  di c t and dangero s igration ro te in a t n  a ne
sa, toget er wit  o a  e ow  are  ain gates access to t e wor d o  no ad 
wo en and on  t e  can answer  q estions t at are re ated to t e co nit s 
rea  o  ta oo  a nesa as never ived in a cit  and in a  er i e as st seen 

ve a or ranian cities, na e  v z, as ed o ei an, s a n, a rekord 
and e ran and so e in etween s a er ones  nteresting  s e is not n a i

L



iar wit  ot er continents, aving trave ed to co ntries s c  as pain, a i and 
ai and to attend con erences and works ops on no adic societies organized  

  to s are er oca  know edge and e periences as a representative 
o  ranian no ads

2. Esfandiar Ardeshiri, 39, married, herder and driver. 

e is a nesa s o dest son and now t e ead o  a i  e is a ver  s art and 
resi ient o ng an, eing weakened or an  ears  addiction to opi , t 
was a wa s treated  a nesa as t e ost respected and tr stwort  son, w ic  
 co d not  co pre end, considering is severe condition  ive ears ago, 
owever, e decided to get rid o  t e addiction, and in one go, ca e o t c ean and 
ea t , got arried and in  ast trip in Dece er 1 ,  saw i  as a oving a

 ro  t eir we site  , nternationa  nion or onservation o  at re, e ps t e wor d nd 
prag atic so tions to o r ost pressing environ ent and deve op ent c a enges  and , t e 

 o ission on nviron enta , cono ic and ocia  o ic , is an inter discip inar  network 
o  pro essiona s w ose ission is to act as a so rce o  advice on t e environ enta , econo ic, socia  
and c t ra  actors t at a ect nat ra  reso rces and io ogica  diversit  and to provide g idance 
and s pport towards e ective po icies and practices in environ enta  conservation and s staina e 
deve op ent  vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp www i cn org
a o t nion co issions ceesp

 D ring 8,  cooperated wit   vai a e at L 1  ttp we ar
c ive org we ttp www cenesta org  an ranian  inked to , and introd ced t e  to 

ak tiari tri es and e ped t e  to initiate one o  t eir preservation pro ects in t e a e tri e 
territories  vai a e at L 1  ttp we arc ive org we ttp www cenesta
org page id= 1

 



t er o  is ea ti  da g ter, and on  t en  rea ized w  is wise ot er a wa s 
oved and respected i  or is strengt  and re ia i it  is van as a wa s een a 

so rce o  inco e and transportation or t e a i , t t e ain so rce o  inco e 
or t is e tended a i  as a wa s een t eir erds o  s eep and goats  e now 
ives wit  is new a i  in a tent ne t to is ot er s  e ast ti e  was t eir 

g est on ew ear s ve o  1 , e kind  sta ed p a  t e nig t, taking over t e 
ro e o  is o  w o answered  q estions nti   in t e orning

3. Omidvar Ardeshiri, 37, single, student, B.A in   
Civil Engineering. 

e is a nesa s second son and is regarded as er or e šæhr i ‘ r an son  
e reg ates t e a i s a airs in t e cit , and s pervises is o nger si ings  

sc oo ing and acco odation in a vi age near as ed o ei n d ring t e 
sc oo  ear  e is a so now an active e er in  preserving pro ect in 
t e ak tiari area  e is  connecting cons tant t ro g  socia  edia and ot er 
new tec no ogica  aci ities, ca ing and te ting i  t ro g  i er, ats pp or 

ace ook to ask q estions w ic  e eit er answers direct  or a ter cons ting 
a nesa or ot ers in t e tri e

L
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4. Negahdar Ardeshiri, 31, single, herder.

e is a nesa s t ird son w o as a wa s ived as a no ad  enetica , is 
e es ave a dropped id condition, w ic  was one o  t e reasons t at e ad never 
wanted to go to sc oo , pro a  in ear o  eing ied  t despite is p sica  
condition, e is ver  ig spirited, ive , ig earted and a nd e o  a g s  e is 
a wa s at t e center o  ate nig t gat erings aro nd t e eart , singing oca  songs, 
p a ing is and ade e , or reco nting or even aking ver  nn  stories  v
er od  oves i  and so eti es peop e ro  ot er tents decide to co e a  t e 
wa  p to t e top o  t e tišt  o nt and va e , w ere t eir tent is ocated, to 
sta  a nig t or two in t e o  and eart ig tening co pan  o  ega dar  ne 
o  t e ost e ora e and i ario s nig ts was one s er nig t in 1  w en 
 was working on t e ca ing s ste s o  s ep erds and per  de and, e pro

d ced, one  one, a  t e so nds and voices t at one can ear ro  t e do estic 
ani a s in di erent sit ations eing ngr , angr , t irst , ating, cr ing,  
and per or ed a  t e di erent w ist es, s o ts and inter ections t at are nor a  
sed  t e no ads to co nicate wit  t eir erds  e per or ed a  t ese wit  

great aster  and ent sias  and so eti es we even ad to witness so e co
petition etween ot er e ers o  t e a i  to eit er correct ega dar or s ow 
o  t eir own ore ski  per or ances, w ic  in t e end a  o  t e  ai ed in 
co at wit  ega dar and t e  on  created t e ost i ario s scenes t at a ost 
sp it o r sides a g ing

  traditiona  wind instr ent  vai a e at L 1 1  ttp we arc ive org we
ttps en wikipedia org wiki e

 



5. Homa Ardeshiri, 57, married, housewife,    
high school diploma.

o a was orn and raised in as ed 
o ei n, t ere ore s e as a wa s een a cit  

gir , t eca se er at er, t e ate ari  r
des iri , was a se earned an and or an  

ears was respected as a riš sæ d o  t e tæš, 
s e as earned a ot a o t t e ak tiari tradi
tion, rit a s and socia  d na ics  e is arried 
to  rst co sin, and t at ade er ver  ap
proac a e and c ose to e  n  e d trips 
s e s a  is kind eno g  to acco pan  e 
and acts as a ediator w en asking a q estion 
t at can e trick  or c t ra  reasons, and t is 
ver  inte igent and witt  ad  e ps e to get 
t e rig t answer wit o t creating an   inconve
nient sit ations

6. Huri Taheri-Zolfaghari, 65, widow, housewife,   
primary school education.

e is  a nt,  at er s rot er s wi e  
e ived as a no ad nti  s e arried  

nc e, an e p o ee in t e ationa  i  o
pan  e as ived ost o  er i e in as ed 

o ei n and at present ives in v z  e is 
 ain cons tant in regard to q estions re

ated to ak tiari c sto s and socio c t ra  
istor  it  er s arp e or  and ric  enta  
e icon, s e can re e er ow t ings were in 

t e past or ow t e  sed to e ca ed or per
or ed  e is a so ver  s art, and a ter ov

ing to t e cit , ta g t erse  ow to read and 
write to a eve  t at co d e p er c i dren wit  
t eir sc oo  work  e is  ro e ode  wit  

er resi ience and ard work and w i e  was 
active in t e no adic areas to e p t e  wit  t eir iss es wit  govern enta  or
ganizations, s e was and is  ost tr sted advisor  e is s a  t e rst one to 
contact, w en  ave a rning q estion in  o ce in Leiden, sending  q es
tions to er da g ters or sons t ro g  di erent o i e app ications or ace ook, 
and ost o  t e ti e s e can provide e wit  a de nitive answer  ro  a ear ago, 

 o  know edge, e was t e on  one in a e tri e w o knew t e Shahname  eart and 
co d read or recite it in t e traditiona  ak tiari wa

L
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s e as started writing er e oires, and as s ared er worries and do ts a o t 
er eve  o  iterac  wit  e, t w en  ass red er t at  wi  edit t e  wit  great 

p eas re, s e as eco e ore enco raged to contin e  ow  a  ent siastica  
waiting or er work, knowing t at t e  wi  contain ver  precio s and origina  
in or ation a o t t e ever da  and socia  i e o  t e ak tiari ro  at east t e 
second part o  t e previo s cent r  to t e present  

7. Zohrab Maddadi, 65, married, retired teacher, B.A. in  
Persian literature.

n addition to is ook, azhe Name ye Za an e 
a htiari, w ic  as een  ain re erence 
ook ro  t e eginning o   researc  on 
ak tiari since 1 , e as a wa s een ver  

genero s and e p  in answering ain   
gra atica  q estions  en in do t a o t 

 ana sis,  co d eit er ca  i  direct  or 
receive an answer t ro g  e ai  and ost  
t ro g  is da g ter s o e addai  ace

ook page  ong an  ranian researc ers or 
interested oca s writing on t e s ect,  ave 
o nd on  addadi s work to e a so id, re i

a e so rce, ain  d e to t e onest , persever
ance and precision t at e app ies to is work
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2.6  A TYPICAL SUMMER DAY IN eila -e e
e o owing paragrap s atte pt to i strate a t pica  da  in t e i e o  a 

no ad a i  in t e area re ated to t is st d  is description is ased on  
participator  o servations d ring severa  ears o  aci itator  activities a ong 
t ese a i ies w i e t e  were in t eir s er ca psites in t e or e area east 
o  K rang co nt  in ar a a o ak tiari province  eir activities, concerns, 
re ations ips, ive i ood and o ies a  di er ro  ot er ak tiari no ads even 
in t e re aining co ntr side o  K rang  or instance, in t is co nit  and
icra ts are rare  practiced, w i e a ong a wri or rpana i tri es w o reside 
in t e est and ort west areas o  K rang, so e wo en spend t e a or part 
o  t eir da  weaving carpets, ki i s or ot er weaving cra ts  m sir ini ‘s a ot 
picking and processing , on t e ot er and, is a ost e c sive  done  wo en 
o  a e tri e

 t pica  da  in o r no ads  o se o d egins wit  t e ding donging o  t e erd 
e s in t e dawn ing ed wit  a variet  o  noises and w ist es t at t e watc  dogs 

and t e s ep erds prod ce to direct t e erd in certain directions  n ever  no ad s 
o se o d, ased on t e size o  t e erd and an orce, t e erding wi  e taken 
p  two or t ree a e and rare  o ng e a e and ado escent e a e e ers 

o  t e a i  n so e cases t e a i  can a ord to ire a s ep erd  ese e
ers, w o, as entioned e ore, are s a  ver  o ng o s, are t e rst to get p 

and wit  an ad ira e co it ent, eave t eir edding ver  ear , in spite o  con
stant vigi ance o  t e previo s nig t in ear o  a wo  or t ie  attack, start t eir dai  
ro tine energetica  and wit  great sense o  responsi i it  e  egin t e da   

ei t e e  and  ei e  o  t e erd; ot  ean t e co nting o  t e erd  en 
t e  gra  a t e ‘a s a  cotton ag  and ead t e erd towards t e past re  

e ad  or ot er o  t e a i  gets p at dawn, wakes t e ads p and a ter t e 
erd as e t, s e goes ack to ed or so e war t  in t e co d ornings o  eyla  
ot ong a ter, s e wi  e t e one to ake t e rst re o  t e da  in t e ale ‘t e 
re p ace d g in t e gro nd , t en gra s t e twent iter p astic containers, w ic  

nowada s ave s stit ted t e traditiona  š  ‘goat skin water container , and 
a one or acco panied  gir s o  t e neig oring o se o ds, wa ks towards t e 
nearest spring to etc  t e water necessar  or t e rst a  o  t e da  e weat er 
in eyla  can get ver  co d d ring t e s er nig ts and ear  ornings and t e 
springs o  t e area are a so known or t eir reezing co d water  ere ore, or a 
wo an dressed in rat er worn o t c ot es, carr ing two eav  water containers 
on a r gged pat  w ic  ca ses sp as ing o  t e water on er eet and dress is not 
a wa s a ver  p easant dai  ro tine  n t e ear  ornings, owever, sitting nder 
a  ‘t e ack tent ade o t o  goat air  and ooking o t, one can see a s
a  s i ing gir wo an co ing ack ro  -e 8, wit o t even eing asked 
direct  to do s c  a tro eso e task

8  itera  ‘on t e ead o  water  w ic  eans a strea  or spring o t

  L  D   eila e or e 
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en it s ti e or e ir šeš i e  ‘kneading o  w eat do g  and i ra t- 
er e  ‘ aking tea  an  o  t e e der  ak tiaris are sed to drinking i 
ašta  and a ter two or t ree c ps o  tea wit  severa  s gar c es, t e dai  c ores 
egin  ne o  t e e a e e ers, s a  t e ot er or t e grand ot er gets 

read  or aking t e q intessentia  part o  a ak tiari diet, i e  t e tiri8  read, a 
ver  ne, ro nd and a ost transparent kind o  read  e wi  spread t e aking 
ta e c ot  and p t t i ‘a ro nd and ow wooden ta e ike oard on w ic  t e 
do g  is spread  in t e idd e o  it and t e specia  ro ing pin tir ence t e na e 
tir i or t e read  on t e aking oard   ro nd, conve or ed piece o  iron, 
t e, wi  e p aced on t e re pit to ake a sort o  open air oven  en it s ti e 
or e er e  ‘ aking s a  a ike pieces  o  t e do g  w ic  as now rest

ed eno g , c tting it into ro ed pieces, t e size o  a s a  a  

. našta ‘ asting  so hi našta eans drinking tea e ore eating read or reak ast
8  e na e is taken ro  t e device, tir, t at is sed to ake it

  L  D   eila e or e 
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e do g  a s wi  e ro ed o t on t e oard sing t e ro ing pin and t en  
t e ost di c t part, tir ei e  egins, w ic  disting is es a pro essiona  aker 
ro  an a ate r; t at is, t rning t e read on t e tir and eating it against t e 
oard severa  ti es to ake it igger and wide eno g  to atc  t e size o  t e 

tæwe see t e pict res e ow , 

and t en t e read wi  e ro ed down on t e tæwe 81

n t e eanti e, t e s n as risen and t e rest o  t e a i  as gotten p; one 
is ooking or a ar o  water to was  is or er ace, t e ot er is on t e wa  to a 
ar and idden p ace to se as toi et in case t e  ave not ade a ca ping toi et , 

w ereas anot er one is r nning to s oo a ar  ‘q adr ped  or heyv  ‘donke  or 
are  orse  t at erratica  wandered into t e crops to graze

en t e read is read , ever od  gat ers aro nd t e reak ast ta ec ot  or 
 r e  ‘ read eating eating in genera  read, og rt, one , o e ade 

tter, ke a , t m ‘egg  and t re l ri8  ried in ani a  at and rare  c eese are 
t e ite s served as reak ast, ased on t e season and t e wea t  o  t e a i

 t e a i  is in possession o  a dair  cow, it s o d e i ked e ore t e 
reak ast  i king t e cow is a wa s a wo an s o , on  in rare occasions w en 

81  vai a e at L 1 1  ttps we arc ive org we ttps a wikipedia org wiki

8 . tære is a dark green er  t at is ver  pop ar in ranian c isine, t not ver  known in rope  t 
is apparent  ro  t e a i  o  Alli m ampel pra m, t t e so ca ed  ak tiaris lori species 
grow wi d and picked p  wo en, dried and powdered to e served wit  so e ood and drinks
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or so e reason no wo an is present in t e mal8 , a a e e er wi  take over 
t is ro e  ere ore, i  in a a i , t e ad  o  t e o se as ot  responsi i ities 
o  aking and i king, s e wi  t en get t e aking do g  read  on t e previo s 
nig t in order to ave ti e to do ot  o  t ese ver  q intessentia  dai  o s in t e 

orning  ter i king t e cow, t e i k is p t on t e eart  to oi , t en a ter it 
coo s down, t e  wi  add it8  to it to ake og rt o t o  it.  ei e  ‘ aking 
og rt drink  is a so one o  t e orning s c ores

D ring reak ast, t e a i  e ers wi  ta k a o t t e da s progra  and 
t e division o  d ties a ong eac  ot er and t en ever one sets o  to do er or is 
a ocated o  e gir s and wo en get s  wit  was ing l a8  ‘dis es  and 
co ecting a ha8 , tid ing p t eir h  and hive i e  ‘ rewood picking  

e en and o s g ss  t e se ves p and get read  to go to town, in t is case 
to e gerd, or t e dai  s opping, going to a ad8  to and in a req est or t eir 
agric t ra  needs, s c  as erti izer or tec nica  e p wit  t e ac iner , going to 
t e co nication o ce to ca  t eir re atives in t e ærmesir88 ‘t e war  ands  
cities  or t ose ew peop e w o sti  do not ave o i e p ones and doing ot er 
do estic c ores  
8 . mal re ers to eit er one tent and its e ers, severa  tents wit  e ers t at are re atives or in 
a ore a stract sense, to t e area w ere t ese tents are erected
8  tarter, a spoon  og rt added to t e pot o  i k to c ange it to og rt
8  ro  ra ic zær   ‘container  p s t e p ra  s  -a, t wit  a dissi i ation in t e ast conso
nant c ster
8  Litera , p ace L t ed and edding in genera
8 . edare ye æhad e ešavarzi ‘ e o ce o  gric t ra  i ad ; so are na ed t e gric t re o

ces a ter t e s a ic evo tion
88  s opposed to r ir or eyla  w ic  eans t e co d areas
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o en o ten go to t e town or h  ereh e 8  ‘pi  getting  or i e  ei e  
‘need e it vaccination  in t e ea t  center and ing a rics or ot er persona  
necessities   t ere are severa  o ng gir s in t e mal, s a  t e ore šæhr i  
‘ r an  ones w o are iterate, vo nteer to go to t e town to take care o  t e a airs 
o  a  t e ot er e a e e ers o  t e a i

n eac  mal, t ere e ists one ve ic e, ost req ent  a issan, a ad or o
ota van, e onging to one o  t e a e a i  e ers and at t e service o  t e w o e 
mal, not necessari  ree or a , t o g  o eti es t ere is st one ve ic e or sev
era  mal, t en t ere wo d e an nspoken agree ent t at ever  orning, at a certain 
ti e, a  t e wo en and en o  t e s rro nding tents get p ear , do t eir orning 
c ores ast and q ick  to gat er toget er  t e car on ti e, to go to t e cit  town

t t e ti e o  arvest, t e rest o  t e a i , o ng and o d, get toget er or 
er  er e  ‘ arvest doing  arvesting starts ro  ear  orning, e ore s n

rise and goes ti  t e s n sets  s a , one or two wo en and e der  peop e sta  
at t e mal or r ra t er e 1 ‘noon ake do to prepare nc  and to take t e 
ood and water or tea to t e e ds or ever od   t e e ds are not ver  ar ro  

t e evar ‘t e seat o  t e tent , t e arvesters wi  co e ack to t eir tents, eat 
nc  aro nd noon, take a nap and drink so e c ps o  tea, and t en go ack to 

contin e arvesting  

8  pi receiving, w ic  eans to get contraceptives or ree ro  t e irt  contro  advisors in t e 
eh dašt ‘t e ea t  center

 cit attri tive s
1. zor is a oan ro  ra ic zohr ‘ idda
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n o r co nit  nder researc , t e end o  a  ti  t e end o   is t e ti e 
or picking and processing wi d s a ots  ere ore, an  wo en, especia  in t e 

a ternoon o rs a ter nis ing t eir dai  c ores, wi  e s  oi ing, c opping, 
sweetening and dr ing t e s a ots to ake t e  read  or t e arket  en a air 
a o nt o  c ean and dried s a ots are read , t en one or two o  t e wo en and gir s 
take t e  to se  in t e s ops t at t e  s a  do siness wit  o eti es t e  se  
m ir-e l , t e nprocessed s a ots, i e  t e wi d s a ot s, at a signi cant  
ower price  s an e a p e, in  t e price o  one ki ogra  o  dried s a ots was 

appro i ate  si  t o sands o ans,  w i e t e price o  one ki ogra  o  s a ot 
s was on  ve ndred o ans, i e  1  ti es c eaper t an t e dried ones  

o pass ornings and ear  noon o rs   t e a i  is in possession o  a s a  
in erited garden, t en so e od  s o d take care o  t at, too, water it, s a  in 
a traditiona  wa   aking rrows on t e co rse o  a strea  to ead t e water 
towards t e garden  

 noon, and e ore nc , t e erd co es ack ro  grazing on t e o ntain 
past res or a t  ‘ id da  rest  s eep  e iy l ‘goat kids  and t e riy l 
‘ a s  w ic  are kept in t e l  m it  ‘pen , are set ree to oin t eir ot ers 
to e reast ed  is act w ic  is ca ed re me al, is one o  t e c test scenes in 
a no ad s wor d, and t e spectator can e a sed or q ite a w i e and en o  wit
nessing ow a ies nd t eir o s  specia  ca ing so nds  e scene o  kids 
and a s t at ave ost t eir o s, eit er eca se t e  are so d or s a g tered, 
can a so e ver  sad and earing t eir w ining and oaning is ver  eart reaking  

en it is ti e or le e  ei e ,  and t e goats are i ked   t e a s 

 n toda s e c ange rate aro nd 1,  ros t in   aro nd  ros per Ki o
 a p ace ade wit  straws to keep t e itt e kids and a s
 Litera , erd to  p ace it w ic  eans eading t e erd towards t e i king p ace
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are a read  so d, t e miš  ‘t e ewes  are a so i ked, i  not, t e a s are sti  
a owed to e ed  t eir o s  en t e w o e erd rests or a w i e, and so e 
ti e a ter nc  t e  wi  again e  e h ‘ ove towards t e o ntains

n t is co nit , or severa  ears, arrange ents were ade wit  t e e p o  
t e inistr  o  gric t re, e rganization o  o ads airs and e rgani
zation o  ec niq es and ra ts d cation, to ave so e sewing and carpet weav
ing training co rses in t eir ca psites or a o t two ont s  e instr ctors, t e 

ateria s and t e eq ip ent were provided  t e a ove entioned organizations 
and were set p in a w ite tent a ong t e no ads ack tents  ost o  t e wo en 
and gir s attended t ese co rses and did t e na  e a s to attain t eir dip o as  

o e o  t e  co d ater get oans  presenting t ese dip o as to t e gric t r
a  ank to start t eir own s a  sinesses  

n t e evenings, i ediate  a ter t e ret rn o  t e erds, t e ani a s are i ked 
again, and t e proced re o  processing t e i k starts a  over again  e wo en 
start t š va- er e  ‘ re open do to ake re  again, ring water and rewood, 

ake dinner read , and c ean t e dis es and t e tents and ot er c ores  ter din
ner, t e e ers o  two or t ree tents get toget er aro nd t e eart  or a c at or 

st to pass ti e nder an incredi  ea ti , starr  sk  e  are especia  ond 
o  t e oon it nig ts w en t e  can en o  t e oon ig t and spare so e gas or oi  

 t rning o  t eir anterns  t m  eš e  and p a ing cards are a ong t e 
ost avorite pasti e activities  

š  e i  is t e ast i portant c ore to e done at idnig t, and a ter a o t an 
o r, t e erd is taken ack and et towards t e aš  ‘pen  and a terwards  s eep

 seed reaking t at re ers to eating p pkin or s n ower seeds; a ver  pop ar snack
 nig t reaking ‘t e ate nig t grazing o  t e erds
 a pen s rro nded  a stone or wooden wa  to keep t e erds

 






