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13. Pluractionals

Pluractional verbs share a grammatical function: they denote, in one
way or another, event plurality. In Lumun, all non-Pluractional verbs
have one or more Pluractional counterparts. There is not one single
morpheme, nor one single process that derives Pluractional verbs
from non-Pluractionals. Instead, non-Pluractionals and Pluractionals
relate to each other in different ways. These relationships, however,
display patterns, and the far majority of Pluractionals share one or
more formal features that are typically (but not exclusively) found in
Pluractionals.

I will call those verbs Pluractionals that are in a paradigmatic
relationship to a non-Pluractional counterpart and express event
plurality as part of their lexical meaning. Semantically, I distinguish
between non-habitual pluractionality and habitual pluractionality. I
use the label Pluractional for both, since there are no clear
morphological divisions between the two semantic types.

Non-habitual Pluractionals are a restricted set. Habitual Pluractionals
on the other hand, can in principle be productively (and creatively)
be made on the basis of a non-Pluractional or a non-habitual
Pluractional. Also habitual Pluractionals themselves often serve as a
basis for a further habitual Pluractional, particularly along the lines
of certain patterns that will be exemplified in this chapter.

In the first part below, I explore the formal characteristics of
Pluractionals, in the second part I address their meaning and use.

13.1.Form

In virtually all cases, the same root appears in the non-Pluractional
and the Pluractional stems. Pluractional stems have certain formal
characteristics. The far majority contain one or more of the following
features:
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+ a geminated consonant (CC)

+ a nasal-consonant sequence (NC)

« a (underlyingly) long initial vowel and a L-tone pattern
+ a reduplicated part

- a final or last vowel &.

The table below gives an overview of formal relations between non-
Pluractional and Pluractional stems. The table presents patterns of
generation of CC and NC sequences and of partial reduplication.
Length of the initial vowel (relationship 12) is in most cases not
audible in the isolated stem, but comes to the surface when the
initial vowel receives a H-tone, because the H-tone is realized as
falling. Some relationships between non-Pluractionals and
Pluractionals seem more frequent than others: partial reduplication
and gemination (6) and final or last vowel & (13). The latter however,
is rare as the only feature distinguishing between non-Pluractional
and Pluractional. Attested combinations are listed in the last column.

Table 92 Form features of Pluractionals

characteristic relationship Pluractional/non- combines
form features Pluractional with':
of Pluractionals
CC 1 | Gemination of t, k, a nasal or a | 12,13
rhotic
2 | insertion of 11 between vowels 13
3 | insertion of (V)tt before the final or | 13
last vowel

4 | insertion of uvkk(w) before the final | 12
or last vowel

5 | addition of cce after the final or last

vowel
reduplicated 6 | partial reduplication and
part and CC gemination:

VC = VC-VCC, or VNC = VNC-VCC

1 Still further combinations are attested, but verbs with such combinations
are labelled ‘further Pluractionals’: Pluractionals based on already
Pluractional stems (see 13.1.1).
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NC 7 | insertion of a homorganic obstruent | 12,13
(p, t, ¢) after a nasal (m, n, p)
8 | insertion of a homorganic nasal () | 12
before k
9 | insertion of pc between vowels 13
10 | addition of ent before final or last 12
vowel €
reduplicated 11 | partial reduplication:
part VC = VC-VC, or VCC = VCC-VCC
initial VV (or | 12 | lengthening of the initial vowel and | 1, 4, 7,
V at surface) application of an all-low tone 8,10, 13
+ all-low pattern
tones
final or last 13 | final or last vowel € where 1, 2, 3,
vowel & counterpart has final or last o 7,9, 12

Non-habitual and habitual meanings are distributed across the
patterns, though for a few minor patterns, and one larger pattern
(pattern 12) only the one or the other is attested.

Examples of the different formal relationships follow here. Habitual
Pluractionals are translated with ‘habitually x’, the others are non-
habitual. T have used the term ‘plural’ (‘pl.’) in translations of non-
habitual Pluractionals (‘pl. subject participants’ and ‘pl. object
participants’), but in several of these cases ‘plural’ refers to ‘many’
rather than to ‘more than one’, moreover distributive semantics may
be involved as well. Some non-Pluractional verbs have several
Pluractional counterparts that are formed through different
procedures, as can be seen in the list below. Examples are ‘say’
(relationship types 2 and 6 from the table above), ‘be’ (2 and 6),
‘steal’ (6 and 11) and ‘descend’ (9 and 11). In the case of ‘say’ the
different Pluractionals have different meanings.

Relationship type 1. Gemination of t, k, a nasal or a rhotic.

Gemination of [r] between vowels can give rr but also tt. The first is
the case if r is the phoneme /r/, the latter if r is the intervocalic
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allophone of /t/. Occasionally r geminates as 1l. In such cases, it is
likely that r has formerly been t. Geminated tr is not attested:

gemination of ¢ results most often in 11, but sometimes in rr.

otdkat cik ‘swell’ ottokat cik ‘swell (pl. subject participants)’

(also 12)
oka ‘be’ okka ‘habitually be’ (also 12)
amakot ‘follow’ ommakot ‘habitually follow’ (also 12)
ona ‘bring’ onna ‘habitually bring’
ora ‘cultivate’ orra ‘habitually cultivate’ (also 12)
okéro ‘trade’ okétte ‘trade (pl. object participants)’ (also 13)

andro ‘eat (a paste substance)’ opoélle ‘habitually eat (a paste
substance)’ (also 13)

apd cik ‘sleep, spend night’ alle cik ‘habitually sleep, spend
night’ (also 13)

ordtta ‘be eaten’ orrdtta ‘be eaten (pl. subject participants)’

I mention here also a case in which there is a change from ¢ to r,
though the Pluractional verb does not contain a geminate. Note also
that the initial vowels differ.

Ite ‘say’ ere ‘say, speak (a longer stretch of speech)’
Relationship types 2-4. Insertion of 1l between vowels (2); insertion of

(Wtt before final or last vowel (3); insertion of vkk(w) before final
or last vowel (4).

1 ‘die’ 1lle ‘die (pl. subject participants)’ (also 13)
otiot ‘send’ otillet ‘send (pl. object participants)’ (also 13)
onael ‘urinate’ opnélle ‘urinate (pl. subject participants),

urinate repeatedly’ (also 13)

agwot ‘guard’ agottet ‘habitually guard’ (also 13)
agwyj ‘sing’ anitte ‘habitually sing’ (also 13)

okako ‘grind’ okakatte ‘habitually grind’ (also 13)
akk3t ‘do, make’ okkdttet ‘habitually do, make’ (also 13)

okk35 ‘pass, reach’ okkatte ‘habitually pass, reach’ (also 13)
oppIJ ‘pass, appear’  oppatte ‘habitually pass, appear’ (also 13)
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apo ‘fall’ apukk(w)o ‘fall with several bumps’
a’ ‘come’ auvkk(w)s ‘come (pl. subject participants)’

2kéko ‘be shaved’ askeuvkk(w)s ‘habitually be shaved’ (also 12)

In okeuvkk(w)s ‘habitually be shaved’ (last example above) vkk(w)
replaces the second k of okéko which is part of the Passive marker -
ko (oké ‘shave’/okéko ‘be shaved’)

Relationship type 5. Addition of cce after final or last vowel.

okdta ‘look’ okdtacce ‘watch’
2 ‘cry’ dacce ‘habitually cry’

Relationship types 6 and 11. Partial reduplication and gemination: VC
= VC-VCC, VNC = VNC-VCC (6); Partial reduplication VC = VC-VC,
VCC = VVC-VCC (11). Partial reduplication of VC without
gemination (VC = VC-VCQ) is a relatively rare process.

In the reduplicated part the high vowels (i, 1, u, u) are often copied,
but not in all cases. The vowel 3 is mostly copied, but can also be ¢ in
reduplication. € and a can be copied, but can also appear as a. The
vowel 9 is never copied. Instead, one often finds 9 in the reduplicated
part, but other vowels also appear.

VC = VC-VCC

1ta ‘cook’ itatta ‘habitually cook’

ko ‘enter’ irikikko ‘enter (pl. subject participants)’

iviko ‘tie’ irikikko ‘tie with several windings, tie (pl.
object participants)’

akars ‘bite’ okdrello ‘bite repeatedly, eat (hard foods), bite

(pl. subject participants)’
orikie ‘make not see’ orillikie ‘make not see (pl. (causee) object
participants)’
1te ‘say (one utterance)’ 1rille ‘habitually say (one utterance)’
oskwarikot ‘recall instantly’ okwarattikot ‘remember, think’
aréko ‘work’ ardtteko ‘habitually work’
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In 1tatta the vowel 1 corresponds to a in the reduplicated part. In
okarello the H-tone occurs one mora to the left as compared to its
non-Pluractional counterpart.

VNC = VNC-VCC
unta ‘fall and spread out (for example of water)’

untutta ‘fall and spread out (pl. subj. participants, scattering)’
ontoma ‘become dry’ ontattoma ‘habitually become dry’

VCC = VVC-VCC

oppat ‘become full’ oppdppat ‘become full (pl. subject

participants)’

ittat ‘become fat’ rttittat ‘become fat (pl. subject participants)’

Itte ‘escort’ 1ttitte ‘escort, help walk (requiring repeated
effort)’

accdkot ‘catch’ acciceokot ‘catch (pl. object participants,
typically thrown one by one and then caught
one by one)’

akkaro ‘call’ akkakkaro ‘call repeatedly, read’

accikkaro ‘plant’ accikkikkaro ‘habitually plant’

mmma ‘see’ mmimma ‘habitually see’

A case is also attested of reduplication followed by degemination of
the root part (assuming that reduplication operates to the right):

ikko ‘drink’ ikikko ‘habitually drink’

VC = VC-VC (far less frequent then VC = VC-VCC).

ot ‘pull’ at6td ‘pull repeatedly’
oké ‘shave’ okake ‘habitually shave’
omsne ‘steal’ omdnune ‘habitually steal’

Relationship types 7-10. Insertion of a homorganic obstruent (p, t, c¢)
after nasal (m, n, p) (7); insertion of a homorganic nasal (1) before k
(8); Insertion of pe between vowels (9); insertion of ent before a final
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or last vowel & (10). The latter case could also be interpreted as
addition of nte after a final or last vowel e.

Pluractional agw3 ‘kill (pl. object participants)’, which relates to
non-Pluractional skkw3t ‘kill’, may be a case of insertion of 1 before
kk and subsequent deletion of kk. The pair is a rare example of
presence versus absence of final t. Generally, final t is either present
or absent in both.

omdne ‘miss’ ompone ‘habitually miss’ (also 12)

ond ‘pour’ onte ‘pour repeatedly’ (also 13)

opand ‘say a name’ 2pante ‘enumerate, count’ (also 12)

ond ‘build’ onte ‘habitually build’ (also 13)

okino ‘defecate’ okince ‘habitually defecate’ (also 13)

akdriot ‘squeeze’ ankariot ‘squeeze repeatedly’ (also 12)

okdne ‘show’ onkane ‘show (pl. object participants), teach’
(also 12)

akkw3t ‘kill’ anwy3 ‘kill (pl. object participants)’

t ‘find’ incet ‘find (pl. object participants)’ (also 13)

oo ‘throw (a stone) at”  orupcod ‘throw (plural stones) at’

€5 ‘go’ since ‘habitually go’ (also 13)

oine ‘go to’ sipcine ‘habitually go to’

09 ‘descend’ unce ‘habitually descend’ (also 13)

mme ‘wash’ mmente ‘habitually wash’

omé ‘tell, say’ omente ‘habitually tell, say’ (also 12)

In the case of €5 ‘go’/sipce ‘always go’ (insertion of pc between
vowels) the initial vowels differ.

Relationship type 11. See above, under Relationship types 6 and 11

Relationship type 12. (Underlying) length of the initial vowel and
application of an all-low tone pattern.
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Length of the initial vowel is not always audible. It is usually audible
when it is the only feature distinguishing between the non-
Pluractional and the Pluractional stem. In other cases, length of the
vowel may only be recognized when it receives a H-tone: this H-tone
is realized as a falling tone, reflecting the vowel’s bimoraicity. I write
a long vowel when it is the only distinguishing feature between a
non-Pluractional and a Pluractional (or between a Pluractional and a
further Pluractional).

va ‘rise’ vva ‘habitually rise every’
02 ‘descend’ 0V ‘habitually descend’
omsne ‘steal’ omone ‘habitually steal’
oka ‘be’ oka ‘habitually be’

omine ‘steal’ also has a Pluractional with partial reduplication
(relationship 11, see 6 and 11).

Relationship type 13. Final or last vowel € where the counterpart has
final or last 3. Only one case is attested for which this is the only
difference:

okkw3 ‘hit’ okkw¢ ‘beat, hit repeatedly’

Some further, occasional relationships are attested between
Pluractionals and non-Pluractionals; several of these are suppletive.

&€ ‘stab, blow’ ak3nto ‘blow repeatedly’

ok ‘cut’ okécce ‘cut repeatedly’

oppd ‘take an amount’  oppdre ‘take an amount repeatedly’

etét ‘give’ tkket ‘give (pl. object participants)’

ommbd ‘take, pick up’ acGmbd ‘take, pick up (pl. object participants)’
1pod ‘dig, collect’ 1tte ‘habitually dig, habitually collect’

Note that the Pluractional océ6md does not have any of the formal
features that are typically found in Pluractionals.
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13.1.1. Further Pluractionals: Pluractionals based on Pluractional

stems

In many cases, one or more further Pluractionals can be formed on
the basis of an already Pluractional verb, in particular along the lines
of partial reduplication VCC = VCC-VCC (11) (sometimes VC = VC-
VC), and partial reduplication and gemination VNC = VNC-VCC (6).
Another process that often applies is (underlying) lengthening of the
initial vowel and change from a L.H.L* tone pattern to an all-low
tone (12). Relationship types 11 and 12 can occur together. Still
more relationships are occasionally attested. Relationships between
Pluractionals and further Pluractionals are exemplified below. The
most common relationships (the reduplicating patterns 11 and 6,
depending on the shape of the Pluractional base verb, and pattern 12
(lengthening of the initial vowel and application of a L-tone pattern)
are presented first.

Relationship type 11: Partial reduplication VCC = VCC-VCC

Table 93 Pluractionals and Further Pluractionals

Further Pluractionals (habitual
meaning)

Pluractionals (non-habitual and
habitual meaning)

oppappat ‘become full (pl. oppappappat (11), also: oppappat

subj. participants)’

(12) / oppoppappat (11, 12)

oppdre ‘take an amount
repeatedly’

opp3ppore (11)

Jokatte ‘trade several items’

okattatte (11)

okékatte ‘habitually grind’

skakottatte (11)

1tte ‘habitually dig, habitually
collect

ittrtte (11)

skwarattikot ‘remember, think’

skwarattattikot (11), also:
okwarsttikot (12) /
okwarsttattikot (11, 12)

agottet ‘habitually guard’

apottottet (11)

opnalle ‘urinate (pl. sub;j.

apallalle (11), also: apalle (12) /

participants) onallalle (11, 12)
atillet ‘send (pl. obj. atillillet (11), also: otillet (12) /
participants’ otillillet (11, 12)
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apukk(w)o ‘fall with several apuokkukk(w)os (11)
bumps’

In apukkukk(w)o ‘habitually fall with several bumps’ kkw is
delabialized before u: apukk-uvkk(w)-2.2

In the following cases it is the pluractional ending cce that is
reduplicated. The case of okécce ‘cut repeatedly’ and okéccecce,
aokeccecce ‘habitually cut’ could also be interpreted as involving
reduplication of ecc.

2occe ‘habitually cry’ doccecce (partial redup)
okdtacce ‘watch’ okdtaccecce (partial redup)

also: okatacce (12) and okataccecce (partial redup, 12)
okécce ‘cut repeatedly’ dkéccecce (partial redup)

also: okecce (12), and okeccecce (partial redup, 12)

Partial reduplication VC = VC-VC

at6to ‘pull repeatedly’ atGtuto (11)
also: ototd (12) and stututo (11, 12)
okdke ‘habitually shave’ okdkoke (11)

also: okoake (12) and okoakake (11, 12)

Though there is no restriction on sequences of the type VCC-VCC,
there is degemination of the first part in some cases: VCC = VC-VCC:

ikket ‘give (pl. object participants)’  1kikket
okkwé ‘beat, hit repeatedly’ okikkwe

The same type of relationship was seen between ikko ‘drink’ and
ikikko ‘habitually drink’.

Relationship type 6: partial reduplication and gemination on the basis
of a stem with NC combination (VNC = VNC-VCC)

2 That is, in the speech of JS, possibly not in the speech of NaA (see 2.1.2).
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ampone ‘habitually miss’ >mpappone (6)
Jpante ‘enumerate, count’ apantatte (6)
erente ‘habitually speak’ erentatte (6)
onte ‘habitually build’ ontutte (6)
incet ‘find (pl. object participants)’ Inciceet (6)
aruned ‘throw (plural stones) at’ aruncuced (6)

apkane ‘show (pl. obj. participants), teach’ ankakkene (6)
In the following case relationship 6 is applied as VC = VC-VCC:

orillikie ‘make not see (pl. object (causee) participants)’ arillikikkie

(6)
also: orillikie (12) / syillikikkie (6, 12)

Relationship type 12: lengthening of the initial vowel and all-low tone
pattern. Further examples are found under relationship 11 and 6.

omdnune ‘habitually steal’ amunune (12)
okince ‘defecate (pl. subject participants)

okipce (12)

also: skipcicce (6) and okipcicce (6, 12)
atillet ‘send (pl. object participants)’

otillet (12)

also: otillillet (11) and otillillet (11, 12)
onna ‘habitually bring’ onnanna (11, 12)
ok3rello ‘bite repeatedly, eat (hard foods), bite (pl. subject
participants)’ okarello (12)

also: okdrellutto (3) and akarellutts (3, 12)

Relationship type 3 (insertion of Vtt before final or last vowel) must
be combined with 13 (final or last €) in the following case:

agwy3 ‘kill (pl. object participants)’ agutte (3, 13)
also: aguttutte (3, 13, 11)

Relationship type 1: gemination of t, k, a nasal or rhotic:
oka ‘habitually be’ okka (1)
also: okakka (6) (VC = VC-VCC)
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Relationship type 10: addition of nte after a final or last vowel e.

ere ‘speak (a longer stretch of speech)’  erente (10)
also: erentette (10, 6)

The following case is a case of suppletion. It is reminiscent of
relationship 10 since it ends in nte, but instead of coming after a
final or last vowel & the element nte replaces part of the stem:

2cOmd ‘take, pick up (pl. object participants)’ 2cOnte (suppletion)
also: acoéntutte (6, VNC = VNC-VCC)

13.2. Meaning

Lumun Pluractionals can be divided into non-habitual and habitual
Pluractionals. The non-habitual ones express plurality within the
(bounded) context of an event. The habitual ones express
(unbounded) habitual events or repeatedly reoccurring events.

Further Pluractionals (Pluractionals based on an already Pluractional
stem) have habitual meaning, regardless of whether the Pluractional
base verb has habitual or non-habitual meaning.

Non-habitual Pluractionals can express different types of plurality.
They typically denote that an action or event consists of many sub-
actions or sub-events, rather than just two or three. This is a tentative
list of types of semantics of non-habitual Pluractionals:

1. Verbs that express repetition within one activity. They can be
intransitive, or transitive with action upon a single object participant;

2. Verbs that inherently take some time due to continued effort,
particularly sensory or mental processes;

3. Verbs that express action upon (distributed) plural object
participants;
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4. Verbs that express action carried out or undergone by (distributed)
plural subject participants.

Examples follow here. Some verbs can, in the right context, express
more than one sub-type of non-habitual plurality. The type numbers
are mentioned between parentheses.

1. Verbs that express repetition within one activity. When transitive,
they express repetitive action, typically upon a single object
participant. Both the subject and object participants can have
singular reference.

iriko ‘tie’ irikikko ‘tie sth. while winding the rope several
times’ (1), also: ‘tie several things’ (3)
okkw3 ‘hit’ okkwé ‘beat, hit repeatedly’ (1)

at5 ‘pull’ atGto ‘pull repeatedly’ (1)
€ ‘stab, blow’ ok3nto ‘stab repeatedly, blow repeatedly’ (1)
ond ‘pour’ onte ‘pour repeatedly’ (1) (for example water or tea,

often locational distribution)
akkaro ‘call’ akkakkar» ‘call repeatedly’ (1), also: ‘read’ (2)
akarsd ‘bite’ akdrello ‘bite repeatedly in a hard or crisp item’ (1),
also: ‘bite on several small, hard or crisp items’ (3),
also: ‘bite in a hard or crisp item (pl. subject
participants)’ (4)

2. Verbs that inherently take some time due to continued effort,
particularly sensory or mental processes.

okdta ‘look’ okatacce ‘watch’ (2)

oskwarikot ‘recall instantly’ okwarattikot ‘remember, think’ (2)

Ite ‘say (one utterance)’ ere ‘speak (a longer stretch of speech)’
(2)

3. Verbs that express action upon (distributed) plural object
participants.

opand ‘say a name’  Jrante ‘enumerate, count’ (3)
okdne ‘show’ opkane ‘show (pl. object participants), teach’ (3)
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oo ‘throw at (typically in order to chase away)’
arunco ‘throw at (pl. object participants, typically
stones, one by one)’ (3)

okk5t ‘kill’ agwy3 ‘kill (pl. object participants)’ (3)

atiot ‘send’ atillet ‘send (pl. object participants: one by one or
group by group)’ (3)

okéro ‘trade’  okétte ‘trade (pl. object participants: one by one or
group by group, involving several transactions)’ (3)

4. Verbs that express action carried out or undergone by (distributed)
plural subject participants. These verbs are intransitive. They include
some (inchoative) state verbs and verbs that refer to processes
concerning the body, but also others. Use of the Pluractional verb in
case of a plural participant in not strictly obligatory in these cases
(this will be explained further below).

ittat ‘become fat’ ittittat ‘become fat (pl. subj. participants)’ (4)
oppat ‘become full’ oppdppat ‘become full (pl. subj. participants)’

@

oppét ‘get pregnant’ Joppdppet ‘get pregnant (pl. subj. participants)’
4)

1 ‘die’ 1lle ‘die (pl. subj. participants)’ (4)

onael ‘urinate’ apalle ‘urinate once (pl. subj. participants)’
(4), also: ‘urinate repeatedly’ (1)

a’ ‘come’ avkko, avkkwo ‘come (pl. subj. participants:

one by one or group by group)’ (4)

The different uses of non-habitual Pluractionals can be illustrated by
means of the verb ‘bite’. The non-habitual Pluractional of ‘bite’,
ok3rello, expresses plural (sub-) events of biting. It is used for eating
hard and dry food which requires repeated (audible) biting, as does
the very hard cupd-fruit:

m-p-okarélld.t  cOpd

1-c-bite.PLUR:COMPL fruit(k.o.)

I have eaten a cupu-fruit (requiring many bites, since the fruit is extremely
hard)
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Having pain is expressed as the involved body part repeatedly biting
its owner:

wek w-a.ak  w-a.kdgells-n
leg c-be:pr ¢-bite.PLUR:INCOMPL-01

my foot hurts (lit.: my foot is biting me repeatedly or continuously)

okdrello is also used when a singular subject bites in plural object
participants and when plural subject participants bite in one object.
In the latter case (verb with plural subject and a singular object) the
Pluractional verb is not used because of plurality of the subject, but
because of the plurality of the event as undergone by the object. For
comparison, two examples with non-Pluractional verbs are given
first. The examples show that use of the Pluractional verb is not a
matter of (semantic) number agreement with the subject or the
object, but expresses plurality of the bites.

tok  t-okaro.t  Gkul
dog c-bite:compL child

the dog has bitten the child (one bite)

lok l-okepd.t  Gkul

dogs c-bite:compL child

the dogs have bitten the child (the non-Pluractional implies that the child
got bitten once. The dogs were in a group when it happened and it is
unclear which dog did it)

tok  t-okorélls.t  podkol

dog c-bite.pLUR:cOMPL  children

the dog has bitten the children (several children got bitten)

orek  w-okarélld.r-in
ants(sp.) C-bite.PLUR:COMPL-01

the orek-ants have bitten me (several ants biting once)

The use of a non-habitual Pluractional relating to plural participants
depends on how the event or situation is conceptualized. Non-
habitual Pluractionals with semantics of type 3 and 4 can present the
plural subject or object participants as consisting of individuals or
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subgroups performing or undergoing the action in a distributed way:
individually or as separate subgroups. For example, in the case of
‘give’, use of the Pluractional (1kket) or the non-Pluractional (etét)
presents a different picture of the scene. The Pluractional expresses
that the plural objects are handed over one by one, or group by
group while the non-Pluractional is not concerned with the
(semantic) plurality of the object, nor with distributional aspects, but
treats it as a group.

tkket-ok aropu en-n-artk  appik

give.PLUR:IMP-03  things DEM-C-NEARSP all

give him all those things (one by one)

et-ok aopu  en-n-artk  appik

give:IMP-03 things DEM-C-NEARSP  all

give him all those things (not concerned with how the items are handed
over)

A similar situation is found in the following phrases with ‘send’:

o-kakka p-otillét.€ Nnokol  kéeedk

PERS-Kakka c-send.PLUR:COMPL children market

Kakka has sent the children to the market (as separate groups or individuals,
each with his own task)

o-kakka p-otiot.€ Noksol  kéceek

PERS-Kakka c-send:COMPL children market

Kakka has sent the children to the market (as a group, with a shared task)

Explicit distribution over different locations can induce the use of a
Pluractional. In the example below Pluractional unte ‘pour’ must be
used because the situation involves several actions of pouring due to
locational distribution of the object (the sorghum):

andkka o-kin t-okad.t ck a-kin onte mil
and.that PERS-3A  C-be:COMPL  VREF CONJ.PERS-3A pour.PLUR:DEPINCOMP sorghum

n.tt  r-agok ...
from in-bags
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and when they were pouring the sorghum out of the bags ...

The subject in the sentence below is the mass noun gucul ‘sauce’. Its
distribution over several calabashes is expressed with a Pluractional
verb (Oppdppat ‘become full’).

gucoul p-oppdppat.e 1-lontarj

sauce c-become_full.PLUR:COMPL in-calabashes

the calabashes were full with sauce (lit.: the sauce was full in the
calabashes)

In the examples below, both the non-Pluractional and the
Pluractional can be used. When the non-Pluractional is used, the
subjects are conceptualized as a group.

o-kin appik t-oppappét.e / 9-kin appik t-oppét.e

PERS-3A all C-get_pregnant.PLUR:COMPL / PERS-3A all C-get_pregnant:COMPL

they are all pregnant (each of them is pregnant) / they are all pregnant

o-kin t-opallé.t /9-kin  t-opaed.t
PERS-3A  C-urinate.PLUR:COMPL / PERS-3A C-urinate:COMPL

they have urinated (each of them) / they have urinated

For the verbs ‘die’ and ‘kill’ the undergoer-event of dying is central.
These verbs do not present the possibility to choose between a non-
Pluractional and a Pluractional in case of multiple events of dying.
Here pluractionality relates to plurality of the subject in the case of
‘die’ and to plurality of the object in the case of ‘kill’: several persons
dying is a plural event of dying and one or more persons killing
several persons is also a plural event of dying. However, several
persons killing one person is a single event of dying. This goes for
any creature that dies, and even when relatively indistinguishable
creatures such as ants die as a group the Pluractional must be used.
However, according to my consultant (JS), when two or perhaps
three persons die, it is not entirely impossible to use the non-
Pluractional. T do not think that the near-obligatory use of the
Pluractionals of ‘kill’ and ‘die’ makes these verbs essentially different
from other Pluractionals that (can) express event-plurality due to
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participant plurality. Rather, for some verbs, more than for others,
use of the Pluractional is conventionalized more strongly.

The verbs in the example below are 1 ‘die’ and 1lle ‘die (PLUR)’, and
okkw3t ‘kill” and ogw3 ‘kill (PLUR)’.

pul p-1.ate

person c-die:PST

the person died

ol w-ille.kate
people C-die.PLUR:PST

the people died

m-p-okwot.é tik nd-lora-léra ana 1-flle.kate
1-c-ignite:COMPL fire  on-insects(sp.)-REDUP and PRO.C-die.PLUR:PST

I set fire to the insects (an ant species?) and they died (dry grass is put on
the insects and set fire to)

o-kin t-okkwot.é  imit
PERS-3A  c-kill:compL goat

they have killed the goat

>-kin t-ogwo.t licsk
PERS-3A  c-kill.PLUR:COMPL goats

they have killed the goats

m-p-ogwo.t orek n-ttk

1-c-kill.PLUR:COMPL ants with-fire

I have killed the ants with fire
Pluractionality and Reciprocal verbs

Reciprocal verbs are verbs that involve at least two actions (an action
from X upon Y and from Y upon X, with the subject referring to both
X and Y). Some Reciprocals are based on a Pluractional verb (see also
section 14.5 about Reciprocals). Two examples:
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tkkettot ‘give each other’ < 1kket ‘give (several items)’
Incettot ‘find each other, meet each other’ < 1pcet ‘find (several
persons or items)’

(Non)-use of Pluractionals in certain collocations

The choice of a non-Pluractional or a Pluractional verb may (partly)
depend on fixed collocations. For example, cutting in one movement
takes the non-Pluractional verb okia, whereas cutting with several
cutting movements takes the Pluractional verb okécce (for example
onions, or somebody’s hair).

m-p-a.tk  p-a.kécce tan
1-c-be:PrR C-Cut.PLUR:INCOMPL  onion

I am cutting the onions

However, cutting sorghum is expressed with the non-Pluractional
ok, even though the event involves more actions of cutting since it
is normally not just one sorghum stock that is cut. The Pluractional
okécce can be used in combination with sorghum, but then it
expresses ‘cutting sorghum during several days’. The first example
below states what the speaker is doing at the moment of speech, the
second, with the Pluractional verb, could be an answer to the
question: ‘what are you doing these days?’

m-p-a.ik  p-a.k mil
1-c-be:PR C-cut:INCOMPL sorghum

I am cutting the sorghum

m-p-a.tk  p-a.kécce mjl t2.p5n

1-c-be:PR C-cut.PLUR:INCOMPL sorghum at_farming field

I am cutting sorghum in the field (implication: the cutting takes several
days, it needs repeated going there)

Verbs with formal characteristics and semantics of Pluractionals, but
without non-Pluractional counterpart
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There are also verbs that inherently (or usually) express repeated
actions or events and have one or more of the typical formal
characteristics of Pluractionals, but lack a counterpart that expresses
one (sub) action or (sub-) event. Some examples:

22¢d ‘press oil’ (done with a repeated movement) (long initial
vowel)

olla cik ‘sweep’ (gemination)

otolld ‘cough’ (partial reduplication and gemination)
antettore ‘roll sth.’ (partial reduplication and gemination)
attuotta ‘swim’ (partial reduplication)

okako ‘grind’ (partial reduplication)

acce ‘lick’ (ending in cce)

Habitual Pluractionals

Habitual Pluractionals express habitual actions or repeatedly
reoccurring events. Examples:

non-Pluractional Pluractional

oine ‘go to’ sipcine ‘habitually go’

Ite ‘say (one utterance)’ 1rille ‘habitually say (one utterance)’
po ‘dig, collect’ 1tte ‘habitually dig, collect’

okk5t ‘do, make’ okkdttet ‘habitually do, make’

omé ‘tell’ omente ‘habitually tell’

2 ‘cry’ dacce ‘habitually cry’

omsne ‘steal’ omune ‘habitually steal’

Further Pluractionals that are based on Pluractionals with non-
habitual meaning do not necessarily retain the pluractional meaning
of their counterpart, for example:

apukkwo ‘fall with several bumps’ apukkukkwo ‘habitually fall’

Some examples with Pluractionals with habitual meaning follow
here. Habitual Pluractionals can easily be combined with the adverb
eppineppin ‘always’, but eppineppin does not need to be present in
order to get the reading ‘always do x’. Habitual Pluractionals cannot
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be combined with adverbs that express a specific, bounded time
frame, such as maman ‘this morning’.

a-kin Sipcine 1-tipa
CONJ.PERS-3A  g0_t0.PLUR:DEPINCOMPL in-marriage

and they always went to her for marriage (fr. written story)
a-kin 3ipcine I-tipa €ppIN-€ppIn
CONJ.PERS-3A  g0_t0.PLUR:DEPINCOMPL in-marriage always-REDUP
and they always went to her for marriage

*a-kin 3incine I-tipa maman
CONJ.PERS-3A  g0_t0.PLUR:DEPINCOMPL in-marriage this_morning

*and they always went to her for marriage this morning
Some more examples:

d-pari p-an p-a.kkdttet pndcul p-5-in-ta
PERS-wife C-POSS2 C-do.PLURIINCOMPL  sauce c-of-what-Qw

what does your wife always make the sauce of? (App. IV, 12)

catlr corek c-okd.t cik a-pékul  p-o-kemean k-3-no-coruk

day  c-some C-be:COMPL  VREF CoNJ-children  c-of-houses c-of-on-opening
n-oka.t ck a-p-Smune Aropu Ww-d-rua
C-be:cOMPL  VREF CONJ-PRO-steal.PLUR:DEPINCOMPL  things c-of-hair

there was a time that there were youngsters from the neighbourhood who
were stealing cattle time and again (fr. written story)

Notably, presence of eppimeppin ‘always’ does not always lead to the
use of a Pluractional verb, as in the following example:

2-15ttx p-akkar3-k  eppm-eppmn

PERS-Lott1 c-call:INcoMPL-03  always-REDUP

Lottr always calls him

As mentioned earlier, non-habitual Pluractionals can serve as a basis
for further Pluractionals with habitual meaning. The examples below
contrast related non-habitual and habitual Pluractionals.
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with non-habitual ok3rello:

o>-kin t-a.ik t-a.kdgello appentina
PERS-3A  C-be:PR c-bite.PLUR:INCOMPL  groundnuts

they are eating groundnuts

with habitual skatello or skagellutta:
o>-kin t-a.tk t-a.korello /  t-a.korellutto  appentina

PERS-3A  C-be:PR C-bite.PLUR:INCOMPL / C-bite.PLUR:INCOMPL  groundnuts

they are always eating groundnuts

with non-habitual agw3:

>-kuokké  p-ogpwo.t licdk

PERS-Kukku ¢-kill.PLUR:COMPL goats

Kukku has killed the goats

with habitual agutts or aguttutto:
>-kukksé  p-ontte.t / p-onittotte.t licsk

PERS-Kukku c-kill.pLUR:cOMPL / C-kill.PLUR:COMPL goats

Kukku used to kill the goats (but now he has stopped doing this)

with non-habitual oppdppet:
2-kin t-oppappét.e

PERS-3A C-get_pregnant.PLUR:COMPL

they are pregnant

with habitual oppoappet:
o-kakka p-oppdppet.e

PERS-Kakka  C-get_pregnant.PLUR:COMPL

Kakka used to get pregnant (but this has stopped)
Expressivity
Pluractionals in general have a certain expressivity, but further

Pluractionals based on a habitual Pluractional stem are particularly
expressive.
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The following line is from the opening of the story ‘Tortoise and
bird’. The activity of the bird is contrasted with the inertia of the
tortoise. The verb ittitte ‘habitually dig, habitually collect’ is based
on 1tte ‘habitually dig; habitually collect’, which again relates to 1p>
‘dig, collect’ (NB: there is no verb which refers to one single digging
movement). The use of the Pluractional reflects the very busy nature
of the bird.

pattottape p-1kk3.t cik  a-ittitte adn

AeoAe

bird(sp.) C-sit:COMPL  VREF CONJ-(PRO-)collect.PLUR:DEPINCOMPL bees

the pattattape-bird was always collecting honey (App. IV, 2)
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