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10. Adjectives
Lumun adjectives consist of a concord and an adjectival stem:
C-ADJ

All adjectival stems are vowel-initial. Otherwise, there are no
phonological restrictions other than those that apply to all words in
the language. There are also no specific restrictions on the tone
patterns.

10.1. Adjectives as predicates, attributes and independent
forms

In its basic form (c-ADJ) the adjective functions as a predicate, for
example:

pul  p-ittik

person  C-big

the person is big

pul  p-oka.t p-immin

person  C-be:CcOMPL C-heavy

the person was heavy

Adjectival predicates can occur in any TAM through the addition of
an inflected copular verb oka ‘be’ or otdkka ‘become’. Adjectives are
also used in secondary predication (or depictive) constructions. In
the first three examples below the depictive is subject-oriented, in
the last it is object-oriented:

E]y! p-aa.t 0-Otté

water C-come:COMPL  C-little

a little water has come (the water came little)
ol w-1llé.t w-oppit

people  c-die.PLUR:COMPL  C-many

many people have died (the people have died many)
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m-p-icat.e p-oparit
1-c-lie_ down:compL c-good

I slept well

a-kw-imma.kat paporek 1-kator p-oterét

CONJ-3-see:DEPPRFV something in-road c-spotted

and he saw something spotted in the road (and he saw something in the
road (as) spotted) (‘A boy and a goat’)

The adjective ‘good’ is also attested in situations in which it seems to
modify a verb:

m-p-a.iIk  p-apard p-opoarit
1-c-be:prR c-walk:INCOMPL c-good

I am walking well (implying: I had difficulty walking before)

o>-kakka p-a.ik p-ére p-oparit

PERS-Kakka C-be:PrR C-speak:INCOMPL c-good

Kakka is speaking well (implying: she had difficulty speaking before,
perhaps because of a sour throat)

It is, however, not actually modifying the verb, but providing
information about the state of the subject, functioning not as an
adverb, but as a depictive secondary predication. ‘Good’ agreeing
with the subject can, for example, not be used in the next case,
irrespective of whether the understood object purti ‘asida’ is
explicitly mentioned. ‘Good’ can only modify the object (second
example below):

*3-kakka p-ita p-opardt

PERS-Kakka C-cook:INCOMPL c-good

Kakka cooks (asida) well

o>-kakka p-ita pugd p-opardt
PERS-Kakka C-cook:INCOMPL asida c-good

Kakka cooks the asida good (i.e. she cooks good asida)

Also a noun phrase with lon ‘words’ modified by an adjective can
function adverbially:
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m-p-icate Ion  l-opearst
1-c-lie. down:compL. words  C-good

I have slept well

When used attributively, adjectives are typically preceded by the
restrictor f-:

pul  1-p-ittik p-aat

person  RES-C-big C-come:COMPL
the big person has come

koret 1-k-ipé f-k-5térét
cloth RES-C-old RES-C-spotted

the old spotted cloth

The restrictor is also present when the adjective is used
independently:

cattak c-a.ak r1-c-drik ana 1-c-dtte
calabash(k.0.) c-be:PrR RES-C-big and RES-C-little
ana.rruk r1-c-3tte c-okottat.e

but RES-C-little c-be_broken:CoOmMPL

there is a calabash which is big and one which is small, but the small one is
broken (there is a big calabash and a small one, but the small one is broken)

10.2. Adjectives as a word class

Lumun adjectives are neither nouns nor verbs, but a word class in
their own right.

Lumun adjectives are different from nouns because they must be
preceded by the restrictor f- in order to be used independently.
Nouns, on the other hand, are never preceded by the restrictor i-, cf.:

1-c-3tte ‘the small one’ (for example a small cattak ‘calabash (k.o.)’
koré ‘left-handed person’
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Moreover, there is a difference in predicating constructions of the
type ‘X is Y. A noun X can be juxtaposed with a noun Y or with an
adjective Y, but there is an alternative construction with the copula
C-a ‘be’ that is possible with nouns, but not with adjectives; and an
alternative construction with the Present of ‘be’ c-aik (containing the
formative cik) that is possible between a noun and an adjective, but
not between nouns. Cf.:

pul pmpit / pol p-a pippit

person singer / person C-be:PR  singer

the person is a singer

*pul p-a.ak pipit

person  C-be:PR singer

pul p-orik / pul p-aak p-orik

person  C-big / person  C-be:PR c-big

the person is important

*pul p-a p-orik

person c-be:Pr c-big

Adjectives resemble verbs more than nouns. Like verbs, adjectives
function basically as predicates. The first example has a Completive
verb, the second an adjective.

2-1al6 p-okipa.t

PERS-Lalu c-become_tired:cOMPL

Lalv is tired

2-1al6 p-opardt
PERS-Lalu c-good

Lalu is fine

Verbs and adjectives can both occur with a subject pronominal clitic.
In the first example the pronominal clitic is attached to a verb, in the
second to an adjective:
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k-kw-aa.t
3-C-come:COMPL

s/he has come

k-kw-immin
3-C-heavy

s/he is heavy

Adjectives and verbs can both be preceded by the restrictor:

pul  1-p-drik p-aat
person  RES-C-big C-come:COMPL

the person who is important has come (i.e. the important person has come)

pul  1-p-apkone p-aat

person RES-C-teach:INCOMPL C-come:COMPL

the person who teaches (i.e. the teacher) has come

In the same way as verbs, several adjectives allow for the derivation
of an abstract noun through replacement of the concord by the noun
class prefix t and adoption of the tone pattern L*.LH (see 4.6.3). Two
examples:

C-opardt ‘good’ vs. toparit ‘goodness’
C-1pOk ‘white’ vs. tipGk ‘whiteness’

However, the regular processes of verb-to-verb derivation cannot be
applied to adjectives. For example, it is not possible to have a
Benefactive derivation with adjectives, while this derivation can be
made on the basis of (virtually) all verbs.

A further important difference with verbs is that adjectives cannot
inflect. Verbs have inflectional morphology marking the basic TAMs
(see 12.5) and they can occur together with auxiliaries. On
adjectives, on the other hand, TAMs must be expressed with the help
of an inflected copular verb (oka ‘be’ or otdkka ‘become’). Compare
the verbal and the adjectival predicate:
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2-1al6 p-a.kipa

PERS-Lalu c-become_tired:INCOMPL

Lalu will become tired

o-1al6 p-a.tdkka p-oparst

PERS-Lalu C-be:INCcOMPL ¢-good

Lalu will become good

Some further examples with oka and otdkka and an adjective follow
here.

karittay k-oka.t k-3rrd

knife C-be:compL C-blunt

the knife was blunt

taco  t-otokka.t t-oppot cdkoc-cokot

grass Cc-become:COMPL  C-many quickly-REDUP

the weeds have quickly become abundunt

takoruk  t-otokka.kate t-opara

chicken C-become:PsT c-smooth

the chicken became fat

Certain auxiliaries precede a verbal TAM-stem without concord.
Adjectival predicates with such an auxiliary make use of a copular
verb on which the auxiliary is expressed. Compare the first two
examples with the negation auxiliary c-akdnn. The first has a verbal
predicate, the second an adjectival:

npopak p-akdnn-3kkdttat

beer C-NEG-be_done:DEPCOMPL

the beer is not done (i.e., the beer is not ready)
pgopak p-akdnn-5ka  p-frrdk

beer C-NEG-be:DEPCOMPL c-cold

the beer is not cold

Compare also the following examples with the irrealis marker (see
12.18). The first has a verbal predicate, the second an adjectival:
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2-ttan p-a-1.t
PERS-father C-IRR-die:COMPL

his/her father would have died

d-ttan p-a-aka.t p-opardt
PERS-father C-IRR-be:cOMPL c-good

his/her father would have been fine

There is no reason to analyse adjectives as defective verbs. Even
though they share the obligatory presence of the concord with the
Non-dependent basic TAMs (Incompletive, Completive and Past), all
segmental and tonal characteristics of these verbal TAMs are lacking
in the adjective.

10.2.1. Semantic grouping

This section presents adjectives in semantic groups, largely following
the semantic types specified in Dixon (2010, p. 73-74). Instead of
‘human propensity’ I use ‘spiritual property’. Some adjectives have a
dimensional interpretation with singular head nouns and a
quantifying interpretation with plural and mass nouns (c-arik and c-
otté, C-ott€). This is discussed in section 10.2.6 of this chapter, as are
the different plural forms of some of the dimensional adjectives. c-
otté and c-otté have a dimensional interpretation (‘small, little’) as
well as an age interpretation (‘young’); their reduplicated plurals
refer to small size. The plural c-arran refers in the first place to
young age of living creatures (people, animals, plants). There is an
adjective for old age of things (C-ipe), but old age of living creatures
is expressed with the Completive of the verb ukkwa (or ukka)
‘become old’ (C-ukkwat or C-ukkat). An example is found in chapter
9.

Tonally, the adjectives are represented here as they occur as
predicates of an all-low noun. However, as remarked in chapter 9,
use of the restricor causes unexpected tonal changes in at least some
adjectives. Compare:
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pul pokitak  ‘the person is bad’
pul 1-pSkitak ‘the bad person’

dimension, shape plural form
c-arik ‘big, important’ (SG) / c-itti-c-ittik, c-rttittik (pL)
c-1ttik ‘big’ (sG) / c-itti-c-ittik, c-rttittik (PL)

c-otté, c-otté ‘small, little, young’ (SG) / C-ott3-C-3tté, C-ottStte,
C-att3-C-5tte, C-ottttd

c-tikwit ‘long, tall, deep’ (SG) / c-tikwit-c-tikwit (PL)

c-uttét ‘short’

c-énnan ‘properly sized’

c-ape ‘wide’

c-atruldkkol ‘round’

age

c-1€ ‘new’ (i.e. young age of things)

c-otté, c-otté ‘small, little, young’ / c-arran (pL) ‘young’
c-ipe ‘old’ (of things)

value

C-oparst ‘good’

c-okitak ‘bad’

c-fceipern ‘marvellous, superb’

c-arik ‘big, important’ (SG) / c-1tti-c-ittik, c-rttittik (pL)

colour

c-oni ‘black’

c-1pGk ‘white’

C-or€ ‘red, ripe’

c-otals ‘grey, yellowish’

c-fcef ‘green’

c-olamit ‘light brown, towards green’
c-arurdy ‘grey and brown mixed’
c-olourrd ‘striped’

c-oterét ‘spotted’

c-acallerd ‘spotted (with big spots)’
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physical property

C-immin ‘heavy’

c-ippappat ‘light, easy’®

C-14n ‘wet’

c-ippa ‘hot, warm’

C-frrdk ‘cold’

c-ontdmat ‘hard’

C-onara ‘smooth, soft, infertile (of a man)’
c-akdrokkars ‘rough’

c-orer€ ‘rough’

c-orré ‘blunt’

c-orré ‘sharp’

c-akirakkir ‘dim’

c-ipm ‘not well cooked’

C-ot1t ‘tasty, sweet’

C-ordr ‘sour’

C-ira ‘salty’

c-op0n ‘bitter’

C-or¢ ‘clean, stingy’

c-o13 ‘sick’

c-afrilla ‘crippled’

c-opari (SG)/C-aari (PL) ‘female’
C-ocura (SG)/c-omora (PL) ‘male’

spiritual property
c-Oporé ‘clean (in spiritual sense)’
C-oton ‘forbidden’

speed
c-acdkocceokot ‘fast’
c-akéeuvkkocok ‘fast’

similarity
c-eend ‘such, like this/that’

% According to JS, younger people tend to use c-ippappat while older
people tend to use the Completive verb c-opappat (< opappa ‘be(come)
light’).
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quantification

C-opp3t ‘many, a lot of’ (PL or mass)
c-arik ‘many, a lot of’ (PL or mass)
c-otté, c-otté ‘few, a little’ (PL or mass)
c-arék ‘some, other’

c-ullik ‘only, just’

c-artuk ‘only, just’

c-arit ‘half, half full’

cardinal numbers
The numerals ‘one’ up to ‘ten’ are adjectives (‘five’, ‘eight’, ‘nine’ and
‘ten’ have an invariable form as well). They are discussed in 10.4.1.

Alamin Mubarak (2002, p. 47) remarks that in Acheron an adjective
of size (‘big’) and an adjective of age (‘old”) cannot be combined (i.e.
*the big old house). In Lumun (which has cognate items for ‘house’,
‘big’ and ‘old’), this is not a problem. The adjectives can be used in
either order:

man r-m-itttk f-m-ipe /man 1-m-{pé f-m-ittik
house RES-C-big RES-C-old / house RES-C-old RES-C-big

the big old house
10.2.2. Origins of adjectives

Several adjectives are underived, but there are also adjectives that
are derived from verbs, nouns or adverbs. There are also cases in
which there is a derivational relationship but in which the direction
of the derivation is unclear. In some cases it seems likely that the
adjective has served as basis for the derivation.

10.2.3. Verbal origins

c-ontdmat ‘hard’ is a clear case of development from the Completive
c-ontoméat of the verb ontoma ‘become dry’. The Completive c-
ontomat itself is used for the expression of the quality of being ‘dry’,
as the result of the process of drying:
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koret k-ontoma.t
cloth ¢-become_dry:compL

the cloth has dried / the cloth is dry

nore p-ontdmat
work c-hard

the work is hard

The adjective c-ippappat ‘light’ can be understood as a development
from the adverb ppappat (see 17.1.3 for its adverbial morphology),
which relates to the Completive verb c-opappat (< opappa
‘be(come) light’). An example with the adjective is given first, then
an example with the adverb, then an example with the Completive
verb.

pul  1-p-0Kka.t p-ippappat

person  RES-C-be:CcOMPL c-light

a person who was light

vkol w-okkot.€ pore Ippappat
child C-do:comPL work lightly

the child did the work easily

pul 1-p-oka.t p-opappa.t

person RES-C-be:COMPL  C-become_light:compL

a person who had become light / who was light

The segmental and tonal form of c-opar3t ‘good’ suggest an origin in
the Completive form of a verb *aparo, but this verb (irrespective of
its tones) does not exist. There is, however, a verb opira ‘be(come)
good’:

pul p-a.pira

person c-become_good:INCOMPL

the person will get well (s/he is ill now, but shows signs of recovery)

There is surely a historical relationship between c-aparst ‘good’ and
apira, but how exactly they relate is not clear.
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There are other adjectives that are related to (inchoative) state verbs,
which typically —though not in all cases— have a final or last vowel
a. It is not evident which form is derived from which:

c-okitak ‘bad’ vs. okitaka ‘become bad’
c-1p6k ‘white’ vs. updka ‘become white’
C-utt6t ‘short’ (SG) vs. attérat ‘become short’
c-ipe ‘old’ vs. ipa ‘become old’ (of things)
C-or€ ‘red, ripe’ vs. ot1a ‘become red, ripe’
c-or€ ‘clean’ vs. og1a ‘become clean’

C-o13 ‘sick’ vs. opa ‘become sick’

c-opp3t ‘many, a lot’ vs. oppat ‘become full’
c-onara ‘smooth, soft, infertile (of a man) vs. opdra ‘become smooth’
Cc-op0n ‘bitter’ vs. opfa ‘become bitter’
c-orrd ‘blunt’ vs. arréttat ‘become blunt’
c-orré ‘sharp’ vs. orréttat ‘become sharp’
c-ape ‘wide’ vs. apekot cik ‘become wide’

There can be subtle meaning difference between an adjective and the
Completive of the related (inchoative) state verb. Compare the
examples below. Whereas c-ipe ‘old’ reports on a state or property of
a non-living thing in a neutral way (in the examples below sorghum
that has been stored), the Completive c-ipat (< ipa ‘become old’),
the Completive more strongly evokes a picture of showing signs of
age:

mijl I-m-ipe
sorghum RES-C-old

old sorghum
mil I-m-ipa.t
sorghum RES-C-become_old:compL

sorghum which has become old (picture that comes to mind: it has holes
from being eaten by ants, it has probably been stored for several years)
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10.2.4. Nominal origins

Some other adjectives have nominal origins. They have developed
either from the copula c-a ‘be’ and a noun, or from the connexive (c-
2 ‘of’) and a noun. Some examples derived with c-4 and noun:

c-afrilla ‘crippled’ (< c-4 + rrilla ‘cripple’)

c-arurdy ‘grey and brown’ (< and c-4 + tor3y ‘snake sp., with
mixed grey and brown colour’)

c-akdrokkars ‘rough’ (< c-4 + karokkars ‘rough spot’)
c-akirokkir ‘dim’ (< c-4 + kmrakkir ‘twilight’)

c-acaller3 ‘spotted (with big spots)’ (< c-4 + (probably) calle ‘ball’
(final ra (or t2) is not identified)

Evidence that these adjectives are indeed adjectives and not copulas
+ nouns comes from the possibility to make constructions with the
Present of ‘be’ c-atk. Cf.:

pul p-a frilla

person  C-COP cripple
the person is a cripple
pul p-aipilla
person c-crippled

the person is crippled
pul p-a.ik p-aigilla
person c-be:pr c-crippled

the person is crippled / there is a crippled person

In some, there is clear semantic specialization:

imit w-arurdy
goat c-grey_and_brown

the goat is grey and brown
pipil  p-a tordy
snake C-COP snake(sp.)

the snake is a turop
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In other adjectives the connexive C-d and a noun can be recognized.
Adjectives of this type are similar to normal connexive + noun
constructions (see chapter 7.1), but there are differences. In the first
place, there are cases with segmental or tonal changes, as in both
examples below where the tones of the adjective are not expected on
the basis of the composing parts. One also finds semantic
specialization in the same examples (the composing nouns function
metaphorically):

c-olourrd ‘striped’ (< C-0 + lorru ‘ears of maize’)
c-oterét ‘spotted’ (< C-0 + terét ‘corn cob’)

A fundamental syntactic difference between adjectives and
constructions of connexive + noun has to do with the restrictor.
Connexive + noun constructions are not preceded by the restrictor,
but adjectives have the restrictor when used as restrictive attributes.
This is the case even though some adjectives that are derived from
the connexive and a noun may also lack the restrictor as restrictive
attributes. An example of this is C-oterét ‘spotted’. In the example
below the restrictor is present, but it could also be absent (second
example):

cattak I-c-oteret  c-okottat.e
calabash(k.o.) RES-C-spotted c-break:coMmPL

the spotted calabash has broken

cattak c-oteret c-okottat.e
calabash(k.o.)  c-spotted c-break:coMPL

the spotted calabash has broken

The possibility to use c-oterét ‘spotted’ as a restrictive attribute
without the restrictor shows that c-oterét ‘spotted’ does not fully
behave as an adjective. Partly it (still) patterns with connexive +
noun constructions.

However, like other adjectives, cC-oterét ‘spotted’ must have the
restrictor in order to be used independently:
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I-c-oteret  c-okottat.e
RES-C-spotted C-break:cOMPL

the spotted one has broken

The adjectives ‘female’ and ‘male’ have different stems for
singular/plural, containing singular and plural nouns, though in the
case of ‘male’ the composing nouns are not synchronically attested.
These adjectives do not allow for attributive use without the
restrictor.

c-opari (SG)/c-aarf (pPL) ‘female’ (< c-0 + pari ‘wife’/ c-0 + ari
‘wives’)
c-dcora (SG)/c-omora (PL) ‘male’ (< ¢-5 + *cora / C-d + *mora)

Two examples:

tamola  i-t-Spari
camel RES-C-female.SG

a female camel
lamsla  i-l-aari
camels RES-C-female.PL

female camels

The following example contrasts the adjective -opari ‘female’ and the
noun parf ‘wife’ in an equative relative construction:

pul  1-p-Spar1 I-p-a pari
person  RES-C-female.SG RES-C-COP wife

the woman who is a wife
10.2.5. Adverbial origins

One example of derivation of an adjective from an adverbial was
mentioned earlier: c-ippappat ‘light’. Two others that contain c-a
‘be’ and an adverb are:
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c-acdkoccokot ‘fast’ (< c-&4 + cokaccokat ‘quickly’)
c-akGeukkocuk ‘fast’ (< ¢-4 + kocukkocuk ‘quickly”)

10.2.6. Singular and plural forms

Some adjectives have different forms for singular and plural. ‘Male’
and ‘female’, which are based on singular vs. plural nouns, were
mentioned above. A few adjectives obligatorily occur in (partial)
reduplicated form when modifying a noun which refers to a plural
entity. In the case of ‘big’ the final consonant does not participate in
the reduplication; in the case of ‘small’, the first part has a changed
final vowel. For this reason, I regard the first part as the reduplicated
part. Note also that in ‘big’ and ‘small’, the reduplication can involve
or not involve the concord. In the case of ‘long, tall, deep’, the
concord always participates in the reduplication. In analogy to the
other adjectives, I regard the first part here as the reduplicated part.

c-arik / c-itti-c-ittik or c-rtti-ittik ‘big’
c-1ttik / c-itti-c-fttik or c-rtti-ittik ‘big’
C-2tté / C-ott3-C-3tté or Cc-ottd3-5tté ‘small’,
or: C-ott€ / C-ott3-C-5tté or C-ott3-5tté ‘small’
c-tikwit / c-ikwit-c-tikwit ‘long, tall, deep’

Some examples follow here.

man 1-m-ittik
room RES-C-big

a big room

koman -k-itti~k-ittik / 1-k-itti~ittik

rooms RES-C-PLR~C-big /  RES-C-PLR~big

big rooms

patak I-p-itti~p-itttk  / 1-p-ftti~ittik
group_of_people RES-C-PLR~C-big /  RES-C-PLR~big

a group of adults (a group of people who are big)
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kargi  {-k-tkwit

nail RES-C-long

a long nail

kira  i-k-kwik~k-tikwit

trees RES-C-PLR~C-long

tall trees

In the next example ‘long’ is used in an object-oriented secondary
predication:

t-okorronno afri  w-tkwir~akwit t-Skitak
NOM-let nails C-PLR~(C-)long c-bad

leaving your nails long is bad (i.e.: not cutting your nails is bad)

In witkwirttkwit ‘long’, in the example above, the segment r is the
regular outcome of the underlying sequence t-w (< wikwit-
witkwit).

c-otté ‘small, little, young’ and c-otté, and their reduplications, are
alternative forms. The form with t is used in case of t-concord (first
example below), or when the preceding qualified noun contains a t
in non-initial position (second example below). The forms with t and
t are both possible in case of 1-concord or in case of the preceding
qualified noun containing an 1 in non-initial position. In other cases
the forms with t tend to be used.

tdn t-3tté
onion c-small

the onion is small
nata n-ott5~5tté
leaves C-PLR~small

the leaves are small

The modifier of plural nouns c-arran ‘young’ is used with living
creatures:
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appentina w-arran
groundnuts C-young

the groundnuts are young/small (they are still on the plant, not yet fully
grown)

nokol n-arran
children c-young

the children are young/small

When the children are small-sized for their age c-ott3-5tt€ or c-ott5-
Stté is used:

nokol N-ottd~5tte

children C-PLR~small

the children are (too) small (suggesting they do not get good food, or not
enough)

It is not impossible to use c-arran ‘young’ outside of its normal
domain:

matok  m-arran
stones C-young

the stones are small (elic.)

Interestingly, the singular forms c-arik ‘big’, and c-otté and C-otté
‘small’ can also be used in combination with a plural noun, but then
take on quantifying instead of dimensional meaning. c-orik then
expresses ‘many’ or ‘a lot’; c-otté€ and C-ott€ then expresses ‘few’:

ul w-arik
people  c-big

the people are many

mari m-otté
days c-small
a few days

c-otté (C-otté) also takes on quantifying meaning in combination with
a mass noun, namely as ‘a little”:
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gucol -otté

sauce c-small

the sauce is (too) little

Reduplication of ‘small’, ‘big’ and ‘long’ (or a subset of these) in case
of modification of a plural noun also occurs in some other languages
from the Talodi and Heiban groups, including Tocho, Dengebu and
Jomang (Schadeberg 1981b, p. 20, 32, 38, 132, 148) as well as
Ebang (Schadeberg 1981a p. 23, 47) and Otoro (Schadeberg 2009, p.
202). The use of the non-reduplicated dimensional adjective as a
quantifier of plural nouns, too, is found in other Talodi and Heiban
languages. Schadeberg (1981b) reports ‘small’/‘few’ for Ngile,
Dengebu and Tocho (p. 148), and ‘big’/‘many’ for Dengebu (p. 132).
Stevenson mentions ‘small’/‘few’ in Otoro (Schadeberg 2009, p. 202).
In Tocho ‘many’ is applied as the (suppletive) plural of ‘big’
(Schadeberg 1981b p. 132).

10.2.7. Intensified forms

Some adjectives have a counterpart with (partial) reduplication
and/or an added geminate expressing intensification. In the first and
second example below it is unclear in which direction the
reduplication has gone. The third and fourth examples are cases of
partial reduplication occuring to the left of the root; the fifth has an
added geminate to the right of the root. The sixth has an added
geminate to the right of the root as well as a changed ending.

C-opdn ‘bitter’ vs. C-0-pum-pin ‘very bitter’

c-fcef ‘green’ vs. C-fcei-fcef ‘very green’

C-Uttot ‘short’ vs. C-Utt6-C-6ttdt or C-ottG-6ttot ‘very short’

c-Oporé ‘clean (in spiritual sense)’ vs. C-G-pu-puré ‘very clean (in
spiritual sense), holy’

c-okitak ‘very bad’ vs. c-okit-ett-ak ‘very bad’

C-opardt ‘good’ vs. C-opdr-attaré or C-op-dttaré ‘very good, very nice’

Certain colour adjectives co-occur with a dedicated cognate adverb
that intensifies their meaning. These adverbs have the adverbial
morphology of gemination of the first consonant of the stem,
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preceded by the vowel 1 (see 17.1). The intensifying adverbials tend
to fuse with the adjective to an intensified adjective. Some examples:

c-oni ‘black’ vs. c-oni inni or c-apinni ‘very black’
C-1pOk ‘white’ vs. c-ipuk 1ppUk or c-1pukippdk ‘very white’
c-otal3 ‘grey, yellowish’ vs. C-atal3 1ttdlo ‘very grey, yellow’

See 17.1.4 for examples of ippi ‘very (black)’ and 1ppJk ‘very
(white)’ modifying a verb.

c-or€ ‘clean, stingy’ has a different intensified form, which involves
reduplication and gemination of ¢ to 1l: c-opillir ‘very clean, pure
(especially of water)’.

The intensified form of c-opara ‘smooth, soft, infertile (of a man)’
has the adverbial morpholoy of a reduplicated first stem consonant
preceded by the vowel 1:

C-opora ‘smooth, soft, infertile (of a man)’ vs. C-fppara ‘very smooth,
soft’

c-fccipein ‘marvellous, superb’ is a reduplicated form and has an
“intense” meaning, but a non-reduplicated form is not attested.

C-or€ ‘red, ripe’ has a specific intensifying adverbial —which does not
seem to be cognate— that may fuse with the adjective:

C-ore 1ttudar or C-orettian ‘very red, very ripe’
10.3. Other ways of expressing spiritual property

Lumun has adjectives in diverse semantic fields, but adjectives —as
well as verbs and nouns — in the field of spiritual property or human
propensity (including emotions) are virtually lacking. c-or€ ‘clean’,
which is listed under physical property, can be counted here since it
also expresses ‘stingy’, possibly as an extension of ‘clean’, as well as
some other adjectives which can be used with reference to human
behaviour, notably c-opardt ‘good’ and c-okitak ‘bad’. Generally,
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however, concepts in this field are described rather than expressed
by a single word. The expressions for ‘happy’ and ‘angry’ involve a
verb and the noun ka ‘body’:

m-p-opIra.t no-ka
1-c-become_good:compL on-body

I am happy (lit.: I am good on body)

k-k-6a ka

3-Crise:INCOMPL ~ body

s/he is angry (lit.: s/he rises as to the body)

Some concepts in this field are expressed with c-ond ‘have’ (or a
form of c-ona ‘bring, have’) and a noun:

p-kw-ono nore
2-c-have laziness

you are lazy
a>-I5ttx p-ond tokopkdn
PERS-Lott1 c-have trouble_making

Lottr is a troublemaker

Being stingy can be expressed with the adjective c-ot€, but also with
‘have’ and the noun noté ‘stinginess’:

>-nenni p-5nd noé
PERS-Nenni  C-have stinginess

Nenn is stingy

The same construction is also used for the expression of properties in
other semantic fields, for example:

n-kw-ono mipa
2-c-have speed

you are fast
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10.4. Numerals and quantifiers

Some numerals consist of a concord and a stem, others have an
invariable form. Some invariable numerals are nouns, because they
co-occur with modifiers which agree with them; other invariable
forms are more difficult to assign to a word class since they do not
combine with modifiers. Certain numerals have an adjectival and as
well as an invariable form.

10.4.1. Numerals

The numerals ‘one’ up to ‘ten’ have one or more adjectival forms.
‘five’, ‘eight’, ‘nine’ and ‘ten’ also also occur as invariable elements.
The numerals 1-10 are tonally represented below as in an isolated
noun phrase, preceded by an all-low noun, as in papu pulukki ‘one
thing’, etc.

Table 44 Numerals

Adjectival numeral Invariable numeral
one c-ulukkd
two c-era
three c-arapiruk
four C-2¢arINn
five c-tkaldk, c-ukulak ukulak
Six c-arakkoruk, c-ararapurovk
seven C-gre-C-orapiruk, C-€rerapiruk,
C-3cora-C-arapirok
eight Cc-amJdramor moramor
nine c-ukollacorin, c-6kollacorin ovkollacorin
ten c-attol attol

Schadeberg (1981b, p. 154) mentions “one hand” as the proto-Talodi
expression for ‘five’. He reconstructs the proto-Talodi nouns
*tsugwiy / *pugwin ‘hand / hands’ and the numeral *-VIIVg ‘one’,
in which V stands for “some vowel”. The Lumun expression for ‘one
hand’ is vkon wulukki. It can be seen that the invariable ukulik
‘five’, like the items for ‘five’ in other Talodi languages, finds its
origin in “one hand”. The adjectives c-tiktlik and c-ukulik can be
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assumed to have developed from c-4& + ukuldk (c-tukdlik), and
from the connexive c-2 + ukuldk (c-ukulik).

The word for ‘three’ c-oarapGruk and the words for ‘six’,
c-ara-kkoruk and c-ararspuruk, seem to be related, but it is not
clear how exactly. The full form c-ére-C-arapsruk ‘seven’, which has
a repeated concord, and its shortened form c-érerapSruk are built up
as c-two-two-(C-)three. An alternative way of expressing ‘seven’ has a
repeated concord as well: c-3cota-C-arapéruk (c-four-c-three).

‘Four’ c-dcorin and ‘eight’ moromor, C-amdromor seem related
through a (unattested) plural noun from the c-/m- class pair, which
occurs as a reduplicated form in ‘eight’. c-ocorin ‘four’ seems to
contain the connexive C-2 preceding this C-initial noun. The
adjectival form of ‘eight’ c-am3remor contains the Present of ‘be’ C-a.
c-ukoullacorin ‘nine’ is a compound of ‘five’ and ‘four’.

Four, five, eight and nine find their origins in nouns, but whether or
not the invariable variants of five, eight and nine must
synchronically be regarded as nouns is less clear, since no examples
where they induce concord on a modifier (or verb) were found.

Invariable attul ‘ten’ functions as a noun, since ‘twenty’ can be
expressed as attul w-era (lit.: two tens). Its adjectival form, with
initial high tone, appears to contain c-a.

The adjectival and the invariable form do not communicate precisely
the same. The adjectival form is used in case of an exact (i.e.
precisely counted) number of items. The invariable form does not
suggest meticulous counting, and though it is likely to be accurate
(the numbers are small) one more or one less would not be
impossible:

licok m3romor ‘(ca.) eight goats’
licok lam3remor ‘eight goats
licok 1okat moromor ‘there were (ca.) eight goats’

licok 1okat lam3romor ‘there were (precisely) eight goats’
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The numerals eleven up to nineteen are expressed as additions to ten:

attol (c-attol) ana 1ikkén calukki ‘eleven’
attul (c-attol) ana ikkén kera ‘twelve’
attul (c-attul) ana ikkén karapdrok ‘thirteen’
etc.

My consultant (JS) associated the word 1kkén with cit/kit ‘eye/eyes’,
in this context referring to coins. If 1kkén is indeed based on
‘eye/eyes’, these expressions probably developed only with the
emergence of trade involving money.

The word for ‘twenty’, arridl, is a noun. It comes from Arabic riyal —
today the name of the currency of, amongst others, Saudi Arabia—
which is itself based on the old Spanish currency real. ‘Forty’ is
expressed as arr1dl w-ega (lit.: two twenties).

The Lumun counting system beyond twenty is based on twenties and
an additional alokarré ‘ten’ (not attul or c-attul). The origin of
alokarr€ is unknown.

arrial ana alokarré ‘thirty’ (twenty and ten)
arrial wera ‘forty’ (two twenties)

arrial wera ana alokarré ‘fifty’ (two twenties and ten)
arrial warapdruk ‘sixty’ (three twenties), etc.

katdr ‘road’ (plural: atdr ‘roads’) is used for ‘hundred’, but sometimes
also for ‘thousand’.

The format for abstract counting and for counting on the fingers is
PRO-C-numeral ‘it is one’, ‘they are two’, etc.. Counting on the fingers
starts with the digital finger of the right hand touching the little
finger of the left hand and moving from there to the thumb (1 to 5),
and is continued with the digital finger of the left hand moving from
the little finger of the right hand to the thumb (6-10). ‘1’ is preceded
by pronominal ¢- and concord c-, the other numbers by pronominal
m- and concord m-, referring to caén/madn ‘finger/fingers’. For the
numbers up to 19 the adjectival form is used:
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ccalukki ‘1’, mméra 2’, mmdgapdrok ‘3°, mmicorin ‘4,
mmiukuldk ‘5’, mmdrakkorok, mmdgaraporok ‘6,
mmérémarapdrok, mmérérapdruok, mmdcoramarapdruk 77,
mmamoramor ‘8’, mmoékollacorin ‘9, mmattol ‘10°, mmattol ana
1kkén cilakka ‘11, mmattol ana 1tkkén kera 127, ..., arrial ‘20,
etc.

Pronominal reference changes when items are counted that are
referred to with nouns from other noun classes. In the first clause of
the example below, ‘three’ is a numeral modifier of the noun pukol
‘children’. In the second and third clause, the instances of ‘three’
consist of pronominal p- (+ H-tone), referring to pukol ‘children’,
and the concord p.

k-kw-5nu  poukol n-araporok

3-c-have children C-three

Nn-draporok tulluk-i

PRO.C-three only-Q
ii n-d3raporok tullak
yes PRO.C-three only

s/he has three children. only three? yes, only three

Adjectival numerals are generally used without the restrictor:

tarté  t-5n6 ator w-orapGruok  r-ftti~ittik
Tagu c-have  roads c-three RES-(C-)PLR~big

Tagu has three big roads

et-in mattak m-attol
give:iMpP-01  bowls C-ten

give me ten bowls

It is, however, possible to use the restrictor with an adjectival
numeral. Reference is then made to a specific group consisting of that
number of items:
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et-in mattak f-m-attol

give:IMp-01 calabashes(k.o0.) RES-C-ten

give me the ten bowls, give me the group of ten bowls (lit.: give me the
bowls which are ten)

The restrictor cannot be combined with a nominal adjective:

et-In mattak attol
give:iIMP-01  calabashes(k.o0.) ten

give me (ca.) ten bowls

*et-mn mattak f-attol
give:iMp-01 calabashes(k.o0.) RES-ten

Adjectival and invariable numerals can both be used predicatively
with a copular verb (‘be’ or ‘become’). For Present TAM the form of
‘be’ is c-aik, not only for adjectival numerals but also for the
invariable numerals. Thus, the invariable numerals behave here like
adjectives instead of like nouns (in case of nominal behaviour not c-
aik but the copula c-4 would be used.

mattak m-a.dk  m-attol
calabashes(k.o.) c-be:PR C-ten

there are ten bowls

mattak m-a.ik attol
calabashes(k.o.) c-be:PR ten

there are (ca.) ten bowls

A specific group of a number of items, with the number expressed by
a nominal numeral, can be referred to through a construction with c-
aik, preceded by the restrictor:

et-in mattak 1-m-a.fk attol
give:iMp-01 calabashes(k.0.) c-be:Pr ten

give me the (ca.) ten bowls, give me the group of (ca.) ten bowls

Numerals, like adjectives, can be used as secondary predication (cf.
10.1). In the next example the numeral modifies both the object
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noun (mén) and the verbal complex. The example has a concordial
numeral, but an invariable numeral would be possible as well:

o-kukksé  p-a.ik p-a.cit mén no>-kware m-3corm
PERS-Kukku  c-be:PR C-string_at:INCOMPL ~ palm_fruits on-pointed_stick c¢-four

Kukku is stringing four palm fruits on a stick

Plural numbers generally modify a plural noun, but not when clock
time is expressed:

cipki c-arapoéruk

sun c-three

it’s three o’clock (lit.: the sun is three)

Numerals can also be used independently. An example follows here.
The concord k agrees with kaun ‘bee, honeycomb’.

n-ant-aorren-in n-tan k-ulukki
2A-can:DEPINCOMPL-throw_for:DEPINCOMPL-01 ~ with-up_on:ABS  C-one

“please throw to me one (honeycomb) for me!” (App. IV, 87)
10.4.2. at-c-ut, at-c-6t and numeral

The associative marker attot (or atté6t) can be combined with the
plural suffix -p3n (cf. chapter 6.8), but also with a numeral.
Attachment of a numeral shows that attut/attét involves nominal
agreement and can (probably) be analysed as at-c-ut/at-c-Gt. The
associative marker is combined with a numeral in the following way:

at-C-ut-C-NUMERAL, at-C-6t-C-NUMERAL

or shortened:

at-C-NUMERAL, at-C-NUMERAL

t assimilates largely regularly to the following concord, and the

resulting (underlyingly) geminated consonants are —as is regular—
pronounced without length. When preceded by an all-low noun,
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there are two tonal alternatives: at-c-ut and at-c-6t, in the latter case
there is tone bridge unto the high tone on the numeral:

nokol appon-perd, pokol appdn-péca ‘both children’
nukol appon-nperaporok, appon-péraporok  ‘all three’
nokol appop-pdearm, Appdn-ndcorin ‘all four’
nokol appop-pukuliak, appén-pakalak ‘all five’

etc.

Some examples with different concords follow here, each time the
shortened form is given as well. In isolation kamar ‘trees (sp.)’ and
Io3k ‘ropes’ have a final high tone, nuodn ‘digging tools (k.o.)’ a final
falling tone.

kamar ak-k-Gk-k-étd  ‘both pamar-trees’
kamar ak-k-éra ‘both pamar-trees’
Iorak al-1-61-1-akdlak  “all five ropes’
Iorak al-1-dkualdk ‘all five ropes’

nudn dn-n-6n-n-3corm ‘all four tvun-digging tools’
nudn dn-n-3corm ‘all four tvun-digging tools’

With all concords, at-c-ut gives the expected outcome, except with
the concord w. A sequence t-w is expected to be realized as r ([r]),
but at-C-Ut-C-NUMERAL is realized as a-ur-NUMERAL, instead of
expected *ar-ur-NUMERAL. The shortened form at-C-NUMERAL can, as
expected, be realized as ar-NUMERAL before, but also as a-U-NUMERAL:

aropu a-or-éra ‘both things’ < at-w-6t-w-étd  (not expected)
aropou ar-éra ‘both things’ < at-w-éra (expected)
aropu a-0-€ra ‘both things’ < at-w-éra (not expected)

aropu a-ur-araporuk ‘all three things’ < a-ur-araporuk (not
expected)

aropu ar-araporok ‘all three things” < ar-arapdruk — (expected)

aropu a-u-araporuk ‘all three things’ < a-v-arapdruk (not
expected)
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This raises some doubt whether the underlying form should indeed
be analysed as at-C-ut, and not rather as a-c-c-ut. I rejected this
analysis because there is only one possible other case of double
concord in the language, namely in the variant a-C-C- of the subject
focus marker akk- (see 19.1), and which may have developed from
ak-c- rather than from double concord.

Use and semantics

at-C-Ut-C-NUMERAL (&t-C-6t-C-NUMERAL) can modify a preceding plural
(pro) noun. In such cases it expresses ‘all’ (and in case of two: ‘both’).
The notion of ‘added item’ is not so clear here, but there is no doubt
that the same formative as used in comitative constructions is
involved, as shown further below.

nukol an-n-on-n-€ra (< at-n-6t-pérad)
children ASS-C-ASS-C-two

both children (all two children)

2-kin at-t-ot-t-éra
PERS-3A ASS-C-ASS-C-two

both of them

at-C-0t-C-NUMERAL (&t-C-6t-C-NUMERAL) does not convey information
about togetherness. In the example below, the persons that were
found may have been found together, but also in different places:

m-p-t.é kin at-t-ot-t-éra
1-c-find:comMpPL.  03A ASS-C-ASS-C-two

I found both of them (in the same place or in different places)

at-C-0t-C-NUMERAL, at-C-Ot-C-NUMERAL can be used in a comitative
construction comparable to the one described in chapter 6.7. In that
construction the associative marker attot (or attGt) expresses that
one person is added in order to get the final group, attuon3n (or
atténsSn) that more persons are added. In constructions with at-c-ut-
C-NUMERAL (&t-C-6t-C-NUMERAL) the numeral does not express the
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number of added persons, the number of people of which the group
finally consists. Examples:

opakkot.e  tuan on-at-t-éra

return:IMp home 2A-ASS-C-two

go back home with her! (i.e. being two persons in total: you (Ruth) and
Orpah) (Ruth 1:15)

koronno-n 1r-€5 r-at-t-éra

let:vp-01 12-g0:DEPINCOMPL 12-ASs-C-two

let me go with you! (i.e. being two persons in total: I (Ruth) and you
(Naomi)) (Ruth 1:16)

ana o-15t p-om.kate o-kin at-t-éra
and PERS-Lot  C-go:PST PERS-3A ASS-C-two

and Lot went with him (Genesis 12:4)

10.4.3. Ordinal numbers

There is no morphological process to derive ordinal numbers from
cardinal numbers. ‘First’ as an adjective can be expressed in more
than one way. The first two expressions below are made up of the
connexive C-3, a preposition (na- ‘on, at’, t>- ‘up on, up at’) and a
noun. The third expression suggests the same make-up but a noun
*m&n is not attested.

C-o-ra-kit ‘first’ lit.: ‘of up on eyes’
C-o-nd-tdn  ‘first’ lit.: ‘of on mouth’
C-o-no>-mdn  ‘first’ lit.: ‘of on ¥’

All three expressions can be collocated with cart ‘time, day’:

carl cdrdkit, cayr ¢dndtdn, cayr cSndmdn 'the first time, the first
day’

For translating ordinals higher than one, the numerals listed above
can be used in different constructions. The first example, which has
the restrictor preceding the numeral, presents a translation of ‘the
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second day’, the second, which has the numeral in extraposition, of
‘April’, i.e. ‘the fourth month’.

a-1-5ka.kat magr I-m-era

CONJ-PRO-be:DEPPRFV times RES-C-two

and it was the second day (lit.: and it (Ion ‘words, matters’) was days which
were two) (Genesis 1:8)

amma 4andk  w-aa.t w-3cdrin ...
if moons C-come:COMPL c-four

when the moons/months have reached four (i.e. in April)
10.4.4. Quantifiers

Most quantifiers are adjectives, but some have an invariable form.
The adjectival quantifiers, mentioned also in section 10.2.1, are
repeated here:

C-opp3t ‘many’

c-arik ‘many, a lot of’
C-otté€ / c-otté ‘few, a little’
c-ardk ‘only, but’

c-ulldk ‘only, just’

c-arit ‘half, half full’

The following quantifiers have an invariable form (a form which is
reminiscent of the shape of certain adverbs, starting with a vowel
and a geminate).

appik ‘all, whole’
attel ‘many’

Two examples follow with appik ‘all, whole’:
nokol  appitk p-g5.t

children all C-g0:COMPL

all children have left
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a-kutu  oll.at n-nd ka appik

CONJ-skin run:DEPPRFV with-on body all

and the whole skin came off from the body / and the skin came off from the
whole body

A special case are the items pollék/tallék ‘alone, different’ (also
parék/torék). They function as adjectives, stating a quality of the
head noun, but are morphologically different from adjectives, since
their only attested forms are pallék and tallék. Initial p and t do not
agree with the noun class of the head noun, as can be seen in the
examples below, but agree with its singular or plural reference:

kdlam k-ap k-aak  p-allék

pen C-POSS2 C-be:PR c-alone

your pen is different

alam w-an w-a.ik  t-allék
pens C-POSS2 C-be:PR c-alone

your pens are different

pallék and tallék could, on the basis of their morphology, be nouns
from the p- and t- noun classes in singular-plural opposition. They do
not, however, function like nouns. c-atk ‘be’, as in the examples
above, cannot be used in equations of nouns. Moreover, pallék and
tallék never function as the subject or object argument of a verb. All
in all, pallék and tallék resemble adjectives more than nouns. Note
that initial p- and t- have a parallel in the p-concord of singular
(pro)nouns with the persona prefix 3- and the t-concord of nouns that
are marked with the associative plural marker -p5n (see 5.2 and 5.3).

Notes on the use of some quantifiers
C-ullik ‘only, just’
c-ulldk ‘only, just’ has an invariable adverbial counterpart with

initial t: tulldk ‘only, just’. An example with tullik ‘only, just’ is
given in 17.1.4. An example with the adjective c-ullik follows here:
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compoérang  c-ulluk  akk-oka.t r.ccik  k-o-man

monkey c-only FOC-be:compL near c-of-house

the monkey only was the one who was near the house (i.e.: it was only the
monkey who was near the house)

c-artk ‘only, just’

Like c-ullik, c-artik has an invariable adverbial counterpart with
initial t: taridk ‘only, just’. The adverb is typically used together with
the conjunction word ana ‘and’, forming the contrasting conjunction
word anarrak ‘but’. Adjectival c-artk is typically used in clauses
introduced by ana ‘and’. It conveys the same notion of contrast, but
follows the noun that it modifies. Note in the second example below
that the verb in the clause introduced by ana is a dependent
perfective, however, a (non-dependent) past —which is generally
much more common in clauses introduced by ana— would be
possible here as well. Alternatively, instead of ana conjunctive a-
could be used; the verb will then be a dependent perfective.

ana 0l w-aruk  w-ella.kdte  pormn
and people c-only C-be_absent:PST finally

... but people were only completely absent (i.e. nobody was there)

k-kw-5ti.ate turumpil n-tan a-t-Snek.at aruk
3-c-send:PST car with-up_on:ABS  CONJ-PRO-take:DEPPRFV  bags
ana 0l w-aruk oigkat n-tacdk
and people  c-only gO:DEPPRFV with-legs

s/he sent the car there and it took their bags, but the people (themselves)
went on foot

10.5. The adjective c-at€k ‘some, other’

c-at€k ‘some, other’ is used for the expression of an unspecified time,
place or person (‘some time’, ‘somewhere’, ‘somebody’)
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o-nin akk-agwot kamote  k-arrd

PERS-1A  FOC-guard:INCOMPL celebration ¢-of.Lumun_people
akka a-k-Orat cik téput t-orek
that CONJ-PRO-become_lost VREF year C-some

we are the ones who keep the Lumun celebration so that it does not get lost
some day

m-p-a.ik p-a.ed no-kadn k-orek
1-c-be:PR C-go:INCOMPL  on-place c-some

I am going somewhere

licok l-a.rdkine pol  p-orek mil

goats c-eat_for:INCOMPL person  C-some sorghum

the goats will eat somebody’s sorghum

In combination with papou ‘thing’, generally shortened to papourek or
paparek, it expresses an unspecified thing (‘something’) or animal:

pavn p-ann-drako pap.atrek
rat C-NEG-eat:DEPCOMPL something

the rat did not eat anything

c-arék is a fixed part of the opening clause of many stories ‘once
upon a time ...” or ‘one day ...". Following this opening clause, the
character(s) introduced in the same sentence are not modified with
c-arek:

cayt c-orek  c-okd.t ck  a-putdan p-att-ot

time c-some c-be:comPL VREF coNJ-marten(?) C-ITVEN:COMPL-find:DEPINCOMPL
pgorrdy a-n-n-a.ik appota™ ndtd  w-3-prra
squirrel  CONJ-PRO-C-be:PR (CONJ-PRO-)play:DEPINCOMPL on_top c-of-tree

one day a marten(?)® found a squirrel playing in the tree top

%9 underlyingly the verb is: a-n-p-a-1k a-n-dppota

60 Described as a furry animal with a hole in the ground. It can be grey or
brown and sometimes has white on its back.
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As mentioned by Stirtz (2012) c-arék ‘some, other’ can be used for
the introduction of a new character, as in the next example:

catt  c-én  a-kollan k-oarek k-oka.t cik

day C-DEM CONJ-old_ woman C-some C-be:COMPL  VREF
a-k-Skataccé-k n.tr I-91én
CONJ-PRO-watch:DEPINCOMPL-03 from in-firewood

that day, some old woman was watching him while she was collecting
firewood (fr. written story)

c-atr€k cannot be preceded by the restrictor (f-). It can, however, be
used independently, as in the earlier given example, which is
repeated here. The high-toned a preceding (w)aték (agreeing with ol
‘persons’) is probably the same pronominal base as found in
independent possessors (see 7.3.7), I have therefore given it the same
gloss:

a-orek w-a.tk koaren 1-okollacorin
PROBS-(C-)some  C-be:PR where RES-(C-)nine

where are the other nine? (Luke 17:17)

In the example below, c-at€k functions independently without this a.
In the chapter on possessor pronouns a comparable example was
given of an independent possessor without the pronominal base
(‘look at my feet and yours’).

arriet.e wek w-arek cic-cénaket ana  w-orek cic-cénoket
make_cross:IMP leg c-some Loc-there not_far and C-some LoC-there_not_far

put one foot just there and the other one just there! (fr. written story)

As shown in the previous example c-aték ... C-ar€k expresses ‘one ...,
the other ...’, or ‘some ..., other ...". Another example:

ol w-arek w-ond a-puruvkd-n t-oppst
people C-some c-have PERS-friend-PL C-many
a-orek w-ond >-purvkd-n  t-otté
PROBS-(C-)some c-have PERS-friend-PL c-little

some people have many friends, others have few friends
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10.6. Some remarks on syntax

Adjectives with the restrictor (i.e. adjectives as attributive modifiers)
typically come after other modifiers in the noun phrase:

[tok t-in én-t- i-t-Skitak],, t-okaro.t kol

dog C-POSS1  DEM-C-NEARSP  RES-C-bad c-bite:compL child

this bad dog of mine has bitten a child

There can be more than one attributive adjective with restrictor in
the noun phrase. No conjunction is used between them:

[takaruk I-t-5tté f-t-3cel,, t-aa.t

chicken RES-C-small RES-C-red C-come:COMPL

the little red hen has come

Attributive adjectives can occur outside the noun phrase, as in the
first example below, where 1parran ‘young’ comes after the verbal
predicate, in apposition to pokol ‘children’. In the second example it
is positioned within the noun phrase. In both cases, the invariable
quantifier appik ‘all’ is positioned outside the noun phrase.

nukol p-oné 1ttt p-a.gotta I-p-arran appik

children c-have that PRO.C-be_killed.PLUR:INCOMPL ~ RES-C-young all

all little children must be killed (Matthew 2:16)

nokol 1-p-drrdn p-Sné itn p-a.gotta appik

chickens RES-C-young c-have that PRO.C-be _killed.PLUR:INCOMPL  all

the little children must all be killed

There is a difference in informational value between the sentences.
The first states the properties of the children that must be killed (it
concerns small children and it concerns all of them), the second
refers to an already identified group of children.

Another example is the following. In the text, ‘male’ lacks the
restrictor, but it could also be present:
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a-appo  akkakat w-dmora® ana 1-aarr n-2tdn
CcONJ-Tocho  come:DEPPRFV c-male.PL and RES-female.pL.  with-baskets(k.o0.)

and the Tocho, male and female, came with baskets (fr. written story)

An earlier mentioned example with a numeral placed outside of the
noun phrase is the following:

a-arek w-a.fk  koren 1-ukoullacorin
PROBS-(C-)other  C-be:PR where RES-(C-)nine

where are the other nine? (Luke 17:17)

61 In the written text, the concord is absent, but this is because it is not
audible: after t (realized as r) w is regularly deleted.
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