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6. Pronouns 

Lumun has free pronouns and bound pronouns (or pronominal 
clitics). There are different sets of pronouns according to their 
syntactic function (subject, first object, second object, addressee of a 
command, hortative addressee, complement of a preposition) and 
their type of reference: “persons” versus “things”. 

The free personal pronouns in their full form will be discussed first, 
including their realization as complements of prepositions, then the 
personal subject pronominal clitics and the non-person (common 
noun) subject pronominal clitics. This is followed by a discussion of 
object pronominals, and addressive and hortative pronominals. 

Within a sentence, the pronoun is generally used at a later stage than 
the noun with which it is co-referent, but not necessarily so. An 
example of cataphoric use of a (bound) pronoun is the following: 

akka k-kw-ɔḱʊɽɔt.̪ɛ ́ n-tań a-kəɽɔĺ ɔt́-̪ɪát 
that 3-C-move_up:COMPL with-up_on:ABS CONJ-tortoise IT:DEPINCOMPL-find:DEPPRFV 

ɪttɪ mɛń m-ɛllâ 
that palm_fruits C-be_absent:INCOMPL 

when hei had climbed up, the tortoisei found there were no palm fruits (left) 
(App. IV, 118-119) 

6.1. Free personal pronouns: the full forms 

Lumun has eight person/number distinctions in the personal 
pronouns. I gloss them as 1, 12, 2, 3, 1A, 12A, 2A and 3A, where ‘A’ 
stands for ‘et alii’ (and others). In the text, I refer to 1A pronouns as 
‘we EXCL’, and to 12A pronouns as ‘we INCL’. These are the free 
personal pronouns in their full form: 

Table 29 Free personal pronouns 
1 ɔʊ́n I 
12 ɔrɪť I + you SG 
2 ɔʊ́ŋ you SG 
3 ɔɔk̂ s/he 
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1A ɔni  ń we EXCL (I and other(s)) 
12A ɔrʊ́n/ɔrɔń we INCL (I and you SG and other(s)) 
2A ɔnɔń you PL (you SG and other(s)) 
3A ɔkɪn̂ they (s/he and other(s)) 

The Talodi language Dagik has the same person/number distinctions 
(Vanderelst, 2013). 

6.1.1. Formatives of the free personal pronouns in their full form 

The free pronouns in their full form contain the following formatives: 

- the persona prefix ɔ-́, which is the initial ɔ that is present in all full 
pronouns. This is the same marker that is found on kinship terms and 
personal names when used referentially (chapter 4.10). 

- a person-marking element. This element contains n + a high tone 
for the 1 and 1A pronouns (ɔʊ́n and ɔni  ń), and k + a low tone for 
the 3 and 3A pronouns (ɔɔk̂ and ɔkɪn̂). In the 3 and 3A pronouns, the 
falling tone is due to shift of the high tone of the persona prefix. The 
12 and 12A pronouns share a person marking element t, realized as r 
between vowels, but are, unlike the other pairs, tonally different 
from each other (ɔrɪť and ɔrʊ́n/ɔrɔń). The 2 and 2A pronouns (ɔʊ́ŋ 
and ɔnnɔń) share a high tone belonging to the person-marking 
element, but lack a shared person-marking segment. 

- a final element n marks the notion ‘et alii’ (‘and others’) as 
compared to the 1, 12, 2 and 3 pronouns. This element is 
undoubtedly related to the plural marker -ŋɔn̂ of nouns which have 
the persona prefix, even though as a formative of the pronouns it 
lacks a falling contour. In the pronouns, it is glossed as A, from ‘et 
alii’. 

A fourth formative 

There is good reason to posit in addition a pronominal formative ŋ(ɔ) 
in the free pronouns, which is deleted between vowels at the surface. 
Evidence for this formative is found in certain free pronouns that 
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lack the persona prefix ɔ-́, notably the object pronouns (occurring as 
second object) ŋʊ́ŋ ‘you (SG)’ and ŋɔk ‘him/her’ (see section 6.4) and 
the 2A addressive pronoun ŋɔnɔń ‘you (PL)’ (see section 6.5). The 
same pronominal element (ŋ) is present in all independent pronouns 
of Dagik (Vanderelst 2013), and, as ɔŋ or ŋɔ, in all independent 
pronouns of Ngile, Dengebu and Jomang (Schadeberg 1981b, p. 155-
156). The free pronouns and their assumed underlying forms with 
the pronominal formative ŋ(ɔ) after the persona prefix follow here: 

1 ɔ-ʊ́n < ɔ-ŋ-ʊ́n 
12 ɔ-rɪť < ɔ-ŋɔ-rɪť 
2 ɔ-ʊ́ŋ < ɔ-ŋ-ʊ́ŋ 
3 ɔ-ɔk̂ < ɔ-ŋ-ɔk̂ 
1A ɔ-ni  ń < ɔ-ŋɔ-ni  ń 
12A ɔ-rʊ́n/ɔ-rɔń < ɔ-ŋɔ-rʊ́n/ɔ-ŋɔ-rɔń 
2A ɔ-nɔń < ɔ-ŋɔ-nɔń 
3A ɔ-kɪn̂ < ɔ-ŋɔ-kɪn̂ 

6.1.2. Use of the free pronouns in their full form: subjects 

Non-singular free pronouns in their full form are commonly used as 
subject pronouns. In the first example below the free pronoun 
precedes a verb, in the second a predicative adjective: 

ɔ-kɪń t-̪a.́ɪḱ t-̪ɪńakɔ ŋ-ŋɔŕɛ 
PERS-3A C-be:PR C-be_known:INCOMPL with-laziness 

they are known for laziness 

ɔ-ni  n t-̪ɔpərɔt̂ 
PERS-1A C-good 

we are fine 

In the next examples, the subjunctive clitic a ̂has coalesced with the 
initial vowel of ɔrɪť ‘I and you (SG)’ and ɔrʊ́n ‘we (INCL)’: 

an̂ta̪n a-́rɪt ɔrańɛ aĺəpaccʊ̂t ̪
SUBJ.(2-)come:DEPINCOMPL SUBJ.PERS-12 cultivate_for:DEPINCOMPL jackal 

come so that we cultivate for the jackal (‘The story of the jackal’) 
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aḿma ́ɔ-́rʊ́n t-̪at́t̪-̪ɪɔt a-́rʊn ɪńa ɪttɪ ̌ … 
if PERS-12A C-ITVEN:COMPL-find:DEPINCOMPL SUBJ.PERS-12A know:DEPINCOMPL that 

when we find it, we will know that …  

ɔkɪn̂ ‘they’ is commonly used with a plural antecedent. However, in 
the next example, from ‘A boy and a goat’, it has a singular 
antecedent (Lɔttɪ). Its underlying meaning ‘s/he and others’ 
(translating here into ‘(he and) his family’) can be clearly recognized: 

ʊkʊl w-əɽɛk w-ɔkát cɪk w-ɔccɔ.́t kəɽan ɪttɪ ɔ-lɔt́tɪ 
child C-some C-be:COMPL VREF C-receive:COMPL name that PERS-Lɔttɪ 

ana ɔ-kɪń t-̪ɔná.t kʊ́tʊ̪́k k-ɛń nɔ-́káɽəń 
and PERS-3A C-bring:COMPL grazing_ground C-POSS3A on-place 

ɪ-́k-ɔćcɔ.́t kəɽan ɪttɪ tɔ̪ɪ́ćâŋ 
RES-C-receive:COMPL name that T̪ɔɪcâŋ 

there was a boy called Lɔttɪ, and his family (lit.: they) had their grazing 
ground in a place called T̪ɔɪcâŋ (‘A boy and a goat’) 

Singular subjects, when immediately preceding a verb or predicative 
adjective, are far more commonly expressed by a bound pronominal 
form. Use of the free pronoun, as in the examples below, is 
nevertheless possible: 

ɔ-ʊn p-ɛ.kat́-̪ɔḱ ŋəṕaḱ a-́kw-i  kkɔ 
PERS-1 C-give:PST-O3 beer SUBJ-3-drink:DEPINCOMPL 

I gave him beer to drink 

ɔ-ʊŋ p-ɔpərɔt̂ 
PERS-2 C-good 

you are fine 

A free pronoun is used when the pronoun functions as subject but 
does not directly precede the verb (or adjective). Here the subject 
pronoun is modified by an adverb that separates it from the verb: 

ɔ-ʊn cənɛ p-a.kkɔt́ ŋərɛ 
PERS-1 here C-do:INCOMPL work 

I do the work here 
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In the following two examples, the predicative adjective and the verb 
are omitted because they are understood from the preceding clause: 

m-p-ɔpərɔt̂ ana ɔ-ʊ́ŋ 
1-C-good and PERS-2 

I am fine, and you? 

ʊkkw.ɪ aḿm.akka ɔ-ʊ́n 
dance:IMP like PERS-1 

dance like me! (dance like I dance!) 

Free pronouns are further used in contrastive focus constructions 
with the focus marker akk- (first example), and in contrastive focus-
constructions with a postposed free pronoun that is co-referent with a 
clitic pronoun before the verb (second example): 

ɔ-ɔḱ akk-a.kaḱɔ mi ̂ l 
PERS-3 FOC-grind:INCOMPL sorghum 

s/he grinds the sorghum 

kərənn.ɪ a-n-ɔt-̪ʊ́mmɔ tɪ̪k ɔ-ʊ́n 
let:IMP CONJ-1-IT:DEPINCOMPL-take:DEPINCOMPL fire PERS-1 

leave it! I will go and get the fire myself 

6.1.3. Use of the free pronouns in their full form: objects 

Pronominalized objects that follow the verb immediately are mostly 
expressed by enclitic pronouns. In this position, free pronouns are 
uncommon, though not altogether impossible in a word-for-word 
way of speaking. The example below is somewhat unnatural, hence 
the question mark, but was not considered “wrong” by my consultant 
(JS). Normally a clitic object pronoun would be used. 

? ana pʊl p-ɪmma.kat́ɛ̪ ɔ-ɔk̂ 
and person C-see:PST PERS-3 

and the man saw him/her (only in word-for-word speech) 

Free pronouns can function as syntactic objects when the verb is 
understood from the context (first example below), or when the 
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object is contrastively focused in a construction with akkǎ ‘that’ 
(second example below): 

m-p-ɪmmat́-̪ʊ́ŋ kɛćcʊ̂k | ɔ-ʊn-a ̂| i  i   
1-C-see_at:COMPL-O2 market PERS-1-Q yes 

I saw you in the market. me? yes 

ɔ-ɔḱ akka ɔn-ɔnańɛ mi  l̂ 
PERS-3 that 2A-bring_for:DEPINCOMPL sorghum 

it is to him/her that you (PL) will bring the sorghum 

A free pronoun can also be used as an addressive, as in the following 
example: 

ɛɛ́ ɔ-ʊŋ ɛm̂-p-ərɪḱ 
hey PERS-2 DEM-C-NEARADDR 
hey you there! 

Normally, Imperatives and Hortatives are not combined with free 
subject pronouns. However, it is possible to have Imperatives with a 
postposed 2nd person free pronoun, expressing contrastive focus: 

ɔɽʊk.ʊ | ɔɽʊk.ʊ ɔ-ʊ́ŋ 
eat:IMP eat:IMP PERS-2 

eat it! eat it yourself! 

6.1.4. Free pronouns as complements of a preposition 

Pronominal complements of prepositions have the free pronoun in its 
full form. Like in kinship terms and personal names, the persona 
prefix of the free pronoun changes to a after a preposition. The free 
pronouns can be complements of the prepositions ɪ- ‘in’, nɔ- ‘on, at’ 
and tɔ- ‘(up) on, (up) at’, as well as of the combined prepositions ntɪ 
ɪ- ‘from, out of’, nnɔ- ‘from on, from at’ and ntɔ- ‘from (up) on, (up) 
at’. The paradigms with ɪ-, nɔ- and tɔ- are given below. 

Note that the tonal make-up of the free pronouns plays no role here: 
all combinations have the same low-falling (L.HL) tone pattern. 
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 ɪ ‘in’ nɔ ‘on, at’ tɔ ‘(up) on, (up) at’ 

1 ɪ-aʊ̂n n-aʊ̂n t-aʊ̂n 
2 ɪ-aʊ̂ŋ n-aʊ̂ŋ t-aʊ̂ŋ 
12 ɪ-arɪt̂ n-arɪt̂ t-arɪt̂ 
3 ɪ-aak̂ n-aak̂ t-aak̂ 
1A ɪ-ani  n̂ n-ani  n̂ t-ani  n̂ 
12A ɪ-arʊ̂n/ɪ-arɔn̂ n-arʊ̂n/n-arɔn̂ t-arʊ̂n/t-arɔn̂ 
2A ɪ-anɔn̂ n-anɔn̂ t-anɔn̂ 
3A ɪ-akɪn̂ n-akɪn̂ t-akɪn̂ 

Some examples of pronominal substitution follow here. 

k-kw-ɔćʊrɔt́.̪ɛ ɪ-kəllan̂ 
3-C-pass_coming_from_opposite_direction:COMPL in-old_woman 

s/he passed the old woman coming from the opposite direction  

k-kw-ɔćʊrɔt́.̪ɛ ɪ-a-âk 
3-C-pass_coming_from_opposite_direction:COMPL in-PERS-3 

s/he passed her coming from the opposite direction  

k-kw-a.́tt̪ɛ̪ ́ nɔ-́ʊ́l ɛń-n-ɪ ́
3-C-leave:inCOMPL on-persons DEM-C-NEARSP 

s/he will leave these people 

k-kw-átt̪ɛ̪ ́ n-á-kɪn̂ 
3-C-leave:INCOMPL on-PERS-3A 

s/he will leave them 

By contrast, complements of the preposition tɔ̪ ‘(down) at’ cannot be 
replaced by a personal pronoun. 

6.1.5. ɔkkwɛn̂ ‘who’ and ɔḱkwɪ ́ɪ ́‘(the one) who’ 

ɔkkwɛn̂ ‘who’ functions as a relative question word in embedded 
clauses. It contains a formative based on the 3SG pronoun ɔɔk̂ ‘s/he’ 
and the anaphoric demonstrative p-ɛn ‘this, that’, with p agreeing 
with ɔɔk̂. ɔkkwɛn̂ is discussed in chapter 20.1.1, the anaphoric 
demonstrative in 8.2. 
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A formative based on the 3SG pronoun ɔɔk̂ ‘s/he’ is also part of 
ɔḱkwɪ ́ ‘the one’. ɔḱkwɪ ́ further contains p-ɪ,́ with the concord p 
agreeing with the 3SG pronominal element. p-ɪ ́ is derived from the 
deictic verb C-ɛɪ́ ‘be here (near speaker)’, which is also present in the 
near-speaker demonstrative ɛn-C-ɪ.́ ɔḱkwɪ ́ is always used in 
combination with the restrictor ɪ-́, together expressing ‘(the one) 
who’ (literally ‘s/he is here who’). Its plural is formed through 
attachment of the plural of nouns with the persona prefix -ŋɔn̂: 
ɔkkwɪɔn̂. Two examples follow here. 

aɽɪk ɪŕ-ɔt-̪ʊ́llattarənɛ ana 
come:IMP (SUBJ-)12-IT:DEPINCOMPL-run_against_each_other:DEPINCOMPL and 
ɔḱ.kw.ɪ ́ ɪ-́p-ʊ́rrɔ.t ɔ-páŋ á-kw-ɔńɔḱɔ kəpa áppɪk 
the_one RES-C-leave_behind:COMPL PERS-sibling SUBJ-3-take:DEPINCOMPL meat all 

Come so that we run against each other and the one who wins let him take 
all the meat (fr. written story)  

ana ɔḱ.kw.ɪ-́ɔń ɪ-́t-̪ɪĺlɛ t-̪a.pəŕɛ ŋʊccʊ̂k 
and the_one-PL RES-C-die.PLUR:INCOMPL C-excrete:INCOMPL blood 

and the ones who die excrete blood (fr. written essay) 

6.2. Bound personal subject pronouns 

The bound personal subject pronouns precede a (concord +) verb or 
concord + modifier. Some of the bound pronouns surface in a 
different way before a concord than directly before a verbal stem. 
Most of these differences, however, can be explained from 
phonological effects (see 6.2.1 and 6.2.2). The bound second person 
plural pronoun (2A) has different shapes directly before a (vowel-
initial) verbal stem, namely nń-, and before  its concord (t)̪, namely 
ń- or ɔń-. Assuming that the underlying form has the long nasal, the 
obligatory retention of nasal length before a verb stem can be 
explained from avoidance of ambiguity with the first person singular 
bound pronoun in the same environment (examples are given in 
tables 37 and 38). Before the concord t,̪ on the other hand, nasal 
length cannot be realized. Noteworthy is also that the bound 3A 
pronoun is used only before a concord, not directly before a verbal 
stem. In the latter environment, the full pronoun is used. This, too, 
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may be motivated by avoidance of ambiguity with the bound first 
person singular pronoun (see tables 37 and 38). Further details of 
assimilation of the bound subject pronouns before a concord as well 
as paradigms with bound subject pronouns before a concord + verb 
and before a verbal stem are provided in 6.1.1 and 6.2.2. 

The table below presents the bound personal subject pronouns (also 
called personal subject pronoun clitics). The free pronouns are given 
for comparison. Most bound subject pronouns are shortened forms of 
the free pronouns and induce the same tonal effects on the element 
that they precede as the corresponding free pronoun. 

Table 30 Bound personal subject pronouns 
 bound personal subject pronouns free pronouns 
1 ń- ɔʊ́n 
2 ŋ́- /ɔŋ́- ɔʊ́ŋ 
3 kw- + tone pattern ɔɔk̂ 
12 ɪť- ɔrɪť 
1A i  ń- ɔni  ń 
12A ʊ́n- ɔrʊ́n/ɔrɔń 
2A nń-/ń-/ɔń- ɔnɔń 
3A n̂- + tone pattern ɔkɪn̂ 

The 3rd person bound pronoun (kw-) is not just a shortened form of 
the free pronoun (ɔɔk̂). Moreover, the 3 and 3A bound subject 
pronouns have tonal effects that are different from those of the 3 and 
3A free pronouns. They add a high tone to the initial mora of the 
predicate to which they are attached. When the predicate is a verb in 
Past or Completive TAM this initial high tone comes in addition to 
the tone belonging to verb itself. When the verb is in (Dependent) 
Incompletive or Dependent Perfective TAM, the initial high tone 
lowers a high or falling tone present later in the verb. Some examples 
of this —irregular— tonal effect are given in the tables 32-36. Apart 
from this tonal effect, the 3A bound pronoun (a moraic nasal) has 
retained the falling tone of the free pronoun: it remains high itself 
upon attachment to a predicate. 
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6.2.1. Combinations of bound subject pronominal and concord 

Before non-dependent verbs and other predicates such as adjectival 
predicates, the subject, whether a noun (phrase), a free pronoun or a 
bound pronoun, is always followed by a concord. The combination of 
the subject proclitics with their concords gives the following results 
(the tones are omitted in the list below, since for the 3 and 3A forms 
they cannot be adequately represented). Note in the 2A form that the 
nasal is short before the concord: 

1 ‘I’ n + p > m-p 
2 ‘you’ (ɔ)ŋ + p > (ɔ)ŋ-kw 
3 ‘s/he’ kw + p > k-kw (< kw-kw) 
12 ‘I and you (SG)’ ɪt +t ̪ > ɪt-̪t ̪
1A ‘we (EXCL)’ i  n + t ̪ > i  n-t ̪
12A ‘we (INCL)’ ʊn + t ̪ > ʊn-t ̪ 
2A ‘you (PL)’ (ɔ)n + t ̪ > (ɔ)n-t ̪
3A ‘they’ n + t ̪ > n-t ̪

These assimilations are regular except the assimilation between the 
2SG subject clitic and concord, and between the 3SG subject clitic and 
concord. Though in a few other cases a first velar consonant 
determines the place of articulation of the second consonant in the 
sequence51, the general rule is that the place of articulation of the 
second consonant is dominant, whether within the word or across the 
word boundary. 

Example paradigms with Incompletives of verbs of different tone 
classes and a bound pronominal + concord, showing the tonal and 
assimilatory effects, follow here. For comparison the forms are given 
with the free pronoun as well. Recall that the bound pronoun is 
commonly used for 1, 2 and 3 subjects, while the free pronoun is 
commonly used for 12, 1A, 12A, 2A and 3A subjects. There is tone 

                                                 
51 Notably ɔpaŋ + pɪn̂ > ɔpaŋkɪn̂ ‘my sibling’ (not *ɔpampɪn̂), and ɪccɪk 
+ cɔ > ɪccɪk kɔ ‘near’ (not *ɪ-ccɪc-cɔ). The place of articulation of the first 
consonant is also dominant upon suffixation of the discourse particles -tɪ, 
-na and -mɛ ́(see 17.2.2 to 17.2.4). 
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bridge on the Incompletives of tone class IIA and IIB when preceded 
by 3 and 3A free pronouns. 

Table 31 Clitic and free pronouns with Incompletive C-ɪḿma (< ɪmma 
‘see’) 
 subject clitic free pronoun  
1 m-p-ɪḿma ɔʊn p-ɪḿma ‘I will see’ 
2 ŋ-kw-ɪḿma ɔʊŋ p-ɪḿma ‘you will see’ 
3 k-kw-ɪḿma ɔɔḱ p-ɪḿma ‘s/he will see’ 
12 ɪt-̪t-̪ɪḿma ɔrɪt t-̪ɪḿma ‘I and you (SG) will see’ 
1A i  n-t-̪ɪḿma ɔni  n t-̪ɪḿma ‘we (EXCL) will see’ 
12A ʊn-t-̪ɪḿma ɔrʊn t-̪ɪḿma ‘we (INCL) will see’ 
2A n-t-̪ɪḿma ɔnɔn t-̪ɪḿma ‘you (PL) will see’ 
3A ń-t-̪ɪḿma ɔkɪń t-̪ɪḿma ‘they will see’ 
 
Table 32 Clitic and free pronouns with Incompletive C-arɛḱɔ (< ɔrɛḱɔ 
‘work’) 
 subject clitic free pronoun  
1 m-p-arɛḱɔ ɔʊn p-arɛḱɔ ‘I will work’ 
2 ŋ-kw-arɛḱɔ ɔʊŋ p-arɛḱɔ ‘you will work’ 
3 k-kw-aŕɛkɔ ɔɔḱ p-árɛḱɔ ‘s/he will work’ 
12 ɪt-̪t-̪arɛḱɔ ɔrɪt t-̪arɛḱɔ ‘I and you (SG) will work’ 
1A i  n-t-̪arɛḱɔ ɔni  n t-̪arɛḱɔ ‘we (EXCL) will work’ 
12A ʊn-t-̪arɛḱɔ ɔrʊn t-̪arɛḱɔ ‘we (INCL) will work’ 
2A n-t-̪arɛḱɔ ɔnɔn t-̪arɛḱɔ ‘you (PL) will work’ 
3A ń-t-̪árɛkɔ ɔkɪń t-̪aŕɛḱɔ ‘they will work’ 
 
Table 33 Clitic and free pronouns with Incompletive C-ɔɽəkɔ ̂(< ɔɽəkɔ ̂‘eat’) 
 subject clitic free pronoun  
1 m-p-aɽəkɔ ̂ ɔʊn p-aɽəkɔ ̂ ‘I will eat’ 
2 ŋ-kw-aɽəkɔ ̂ ɔʊŋ p-aɽəkɔ ̂ ‘you will eat’ 
3 k-kw-áɽəkɔ ɔɔḱ p-áɽəḱɔ ̂ ‘s/he will eat’ 
12 ɪt-̪t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ɔrɪt t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ‘I and you (SG) will eat’ 
1A i  n-t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ɔni  n t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ‘we (EXCL) will eat’ 
12A ʊn-t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ɔrʊn t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ‘we (INCL) will eat’ 
2A n-t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ɔnɔn t-̪aɽəkɔ ̂ ‘you (PL) will eat’ 
3A ń-t-̪áɽəkɔ ɔkɪń t-̪aɽ́əḱɔ ̂ ‘they will eat’ 
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Paradigms with Completives of the same verbs follow here. In the 
Completives there is no tone bridge. 

Table 34 Clitic and free pronouns with Completive C-ɪmmât (< ɪmma ‘see’) 
 subject clitic free pronoun  
1 m-p-ɪmmat̂ ɔʊn p-ɪmmat̂ ‘I saw’ 
2 ŋ-kw-ɪmmat̂ ɔʊŋ p-ɪmmat̂ ‘you saw’ 
3 k-kw-ɪḿmat̂ ɔɔḱ p-ɪmmat̂ ‘s/he saw’ 
12 ɪt-̪t-̪ɪmmat̂ ɔrɪt t-̪ɪmmat̂ ‘I and you (SG) saw’ 
1A i  n-t-̪ɪmmat̂ ɔni  n t-̪ɪmmat̂ ‘we (EXCL) saw’ 
12A ʊn-t-̪ɪmmat̂ ɔrʊn t-̪ɪmmat̂ ‘we (INCL) saw’ 
2A n-t-̪ɪmmât ɔnɔn t-̪ɪmmat̂ ‘you (PL) saw’ 
3A ń-t-̪ɪḿmat̂ ɔkɪń t-̪ɪmmat̂ ‘they saw’ 
 
Table 35 Clitic and free pronouns with Completive C-ɔrɛkɔt̂ (< ɔrɛḱɔ 
‘work’) 
 subject clitic free pronoun  
1 m-p-ɔrɛkɔt̂ ɔʊn p-ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘I have worked’ 
2 ŋ-kw-ɔrɛkɔt̂ ɔʊŋ p-ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘you have worked’ 
3 k-kw-ɔŕɛkɔt̂ ɔɔḱ p-ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘s/he has worked’ 
12 ɪt-̪t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ɔrɪt t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘I and you (SG) have worked’ 
1A i  n-t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ɔni  n t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘we (EXCL) have worked’ 
12A ʊn-t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ɔrʊn t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘we (INCL) have worked’ 
2A n-t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ɔnɔn t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘you (PL) have worked’ 
3A ń-t-̪ɔŕɛkɔt̂ ɔkɪń t-̪ɔrɛkɔt̂ ‘they have worked’ 
 
Table 36 Clitic and free pronouns with Completive C-ɔɽəkɔt́ (< ɔɽəkɔ ̂‘eat’) 
 subject clitics free pronoun  
1 m-p-ɔɽəkɔt́ ɔʊn p-ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘I have eaten’ 
2 ŋ-kw-ɔɽəkɔt́ ɔʊŋ p-ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘you have eaten’ 
3 k-kw-ɔɽ́əkɔt́ ɔɔḱ p-ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘s/he has eaten’ 
12 ɪt-̪t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ɔrɪt t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘I and you (SG) have eaten’ 
1A i  n-t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ɔni  n t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘we (EXCL) have eaten’ 
12A ʊn-t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ɔrʊn t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘we (INCL) have eaten’ 
2A n-t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ɔnɔn t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘you (PL) have eaten’ 
3A ń-t-̪ɔɽ́əkɔt́ ɔkɪń t-̪ɔɽəkɔt́ ‘they have eaten’ 
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6.2.2. Use of the subject pronominals without concord 

Before the dependent TAMs of verbs (the Dependent Incompletive 
and the Dependent Perfective) the bound subject pronominals occur 
without concord. Here too singular subjects are usually expressed by 
the bound pronominal, the ones with plural reference by free 
pronouns. 

The table below gives paradigms with Dependent Incompletives and 
Dependent Perfectives. The Dependent Incompletives in table 37 and 
the Dependent Perfectives in table 38 are introduced by the proclitic 
conjunctive particle á ‘and, while’ and the proclitic subjunctive 
particle â ‘so that’. The verb in the table is ɪɽɛ ‘say’ (tone class I); its 
Dependent Incompletive and Dependent Perfective stems are, 
respectively, ɪɽɛ and ɪɽɛkat. The 12A bound form is rarely used, 
hence the parentheses. The form was given in elicitation with some 
hesitation. The full form is much preferred here, probably also to 
avoid ambiguity with the first person singular free pronoun. The 3A 
clitic is not used in this context at all and the 2A clitic has a long 
nasal in this environment (as noted also in 6.2). In both cases this 
avoids ambiguity with the first person singular clitic. 

Note further that a and ɔ do not assimilate in the 3 free pronouns. 
Note also that the falling tone of the 3 and 3A free pronouns (ɔɔk̂ and 
ɔkɪn̂) is realized as low after the subjunctive particle â, and that, in 
the same environment, the bound 3 pronoun brings no high tone to 
the initial mora of the verb. In the other cases, the tones are expected 
from the tone rules. 

Table 37 Clitic and free pronouns with Dependent Incompletive ɪɽɛ ‘say’ 
  á or â + pronoun clitic 

+ Dep. Incompletive 
á or â+ free 
pronoun + Dep. 
Incompletive 

1 ‘I’ á a-n-ɪɽ́ɛ a-ʊn ɪɽ́ɛ 
â á-n-ɪɽ́ɛ á-ʊn ɪɽ́ɛ 

2 ‘you’ á a-ɪɽ́ɛ (< a-ŋ-ɪɽ́ɛ) a-ʊŋ ɪɽ́ɛ 
â á-ɪɽ́ɛ (< á-ŋ-ɪɽ́ɛ) á-ʊŋ ɪɽ́ɛ 

3 ‘s/he’ á a-kw-ɪɽ́ɛ a-ɔḱ ɪɽɛ 
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â a-́kw-ɪɽɛ a-́ɔk ɪɽɛ 
12 ‘I and 
you (SG)’ 

á a-ɪr-ɪɽ́ɛ a-rɪt ɪɽ́ɛ 
â á-ɪr-ɪɽ́ɛ á-rɪt ɪɽ́ɛ 

1A ‘we 
(EXCL)’ 

á a-i  n-ɪɽ́ɛ a-ni  n ɪɽ́ɛ 
â á-i  n-ɪɽ́ɛ á-ni  n ɪɽ́ɛ 

12A ‘we 
(INCL)’ 

á ? a-ʊn-ɪɽ́ɛ a-rʊn/arɔn ɪɽ́ɛ 
â ? á-ʊn-ɪɽ́ɛ á-rʊn/árɔn ɪɽ́ɛ 

2A ‘you (PL)’ á a-nn-ɪɽ́ɛ a-nɔn ɪɽ́ɛ 
â a-́nn-ɪɽ́ɛ á-nɔn ɪɽ́ɛ 

3A ‘they’ á - a-kɪń ɪɽɛ 
â - á-kɪn ɪɽɛ 

 
Table 38 Clitic and free pronouns with Dependent Perfective ɪɽɛkat (< ɪɽɛ 
‘say’) 
  a ́+ subject clitic + 

Dep. Perfective 
a ́+ free pronoun 
+ Dep. Perfective 

1 ‘I’ á a-n-ɪɽ́ɛkat aʊn ɪɽ́ɛkat 
 â á-n-ɪɽ́ɛkat áʊn ɪɽ́ɛkat 
2 ‘you’ á a-ɪɽ́ɛkat  

(< a-ŋ-ɪɽ́ɛkat) 
aʊŋ ɪɽ́ɛkat 

 â á-ɪɽ́ɛkat áʊŋ ɪɽ́ɛkat 
3 ‘s/he’ á a-kw-ɪɽ́ɛkat aɔḱ ɪɽɛkat 
 â á-kw-ɪɽɛkat áɔk ɪɽɛkat 
12 ‘I and you (SG)’ á a-ɪr-ɪɽ́ɛkat arɪt ɪɽ́ɛkat 
 â á-ɪr-ɪɽ́ɛkat árɪt ɪɽ́ɛkat 
1A ‘we (EXCL)’ á a-i  n-ɪɽ́ɛkat ani  n ɪɽ́ɛkat 
 â á-i  n-ɪɽ́ɛkat áni  n ɪɽ́ɛkat 
12A ‘we (INCL)’ á (a-ʊn-ɪɽ́ɛkat) arʊn/arɔn ɪɽ́ɛkat 
 â (á-ʊn-ɪɽ́ɛkat) árʊn/árɔn ɪɽ́ɛkat 
2A ‘you (PL)’ á a-nn-ɪɽ́ɛkat anɔn ɪɽ́ɛkat 
 â á-nn-ɪɽ́ɛkat ánɔn ɪɽ́ɛkat 
3A ‘they’ á - akɪń ɪɽɛkat 
 â - ákɪn ɪɽɛkat 

Examples with the 3 subject pronominal follow here. C-arət́ʊ̪k in the 
example below patterns with the non-dependent verbs: it always 
occurs with a concord. 



PRONOUNS 211 

 
ɔ-tt̪ɛ̪ p-ɪɽ́ɛ.́t lɔń ɛĺ-l-ɪ ́ mɛɲ́cɛń 
PERS-your_father C-say:COMPL words DEM-C-NEARSP some_time_ago 

á-k-kw-árətʊ̪k ɪɔ́ a-kw-ɪɽ́ɛ.kat ɪttɪ ̌… 
CONJ-3-C-still die:DEPINCOMPL CONJ-3-say:DEPPRFV that 

your father said these things some time ago before he died, he said … (lit.: 
when he was still to die) (Genesis 50:16) 

k-kw-átt̪-̪ɪɔt ɔ-nɛnnɪ ́ a-kw-ɔɽ́əkɔ kəpá 
3-C-ITVEN:COMPL-find:DEPINCOMP PERS-Nɛnnɪ CONJ-3-eat:DEPINCOMPL meat 

s/he found Nɛnnɪ eating meat 

6.3. Common noun subject pronominal clitics 

There is a set of common noun subject pronominal clitics that 
pronominalizes common nouns. Like the bound person subject 
pronominals, the bound common noun subject pronominals are pro-
clitic to the predicate. They are segmentally the same as the 
concords, but pattern tonally with the 3 (and 3A) pronominal subject 
clitics with person reference: they add a high tone to the first mora of 
the predicate to which they are attached. This high tone lowers the 
high or falling tone of (Dependent) Incompletives of tone classes IIA 
and IIB, which have a high or falling tone on the second or third 
mora (see chapter 12.4.2 for the tone classes). In other TAMs the 
high tone comes in addition to the high or falling tone of the verb. 

The subject pronominal clitics are represented in the table below. 
The last column gives the combinations of pronominal clitic and 
concord. The obstruent pronoun clitic and concord combinations are 
all voiceless, and remain voiceless when preceded by a word with a 
final vowel. They are therefore represented with a double consonant. 
The nasal combinations as well as l-l and w-w are underlyingly 
geminated but realized without length. For this reason they are 
represented as a single consonant. Note that underlyingly geminated 
(PRO-C) ŋ and w are not deleted in case of a vowel-final preceding 
word. 
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Table 39 Pronoun clitics and concords combined 
noun class C common noun subj. 

pronominal clitic 
pronominal clitic + concord 

p p- p- + tone pattern  p-p- + tone pattern 
t ̪ t-̪ t-̪ + tone pattern t-̪t-̪ + tone pattern 
t t- t- + tone pattern t-t- + tone pattern 
c c- c- + tone pattern c-c- + tone pattern 
k, kw 
subcl. k 
subcl. kw 

 
k- 
k- 

 
k- + tone pattern 
kw- + tone pattern 

 
k-k- + tone pattern 
k-k- + tone pattern 

m m- m- + tone pattern m + tone pattern (< m-m) 
n n- n- + tone pattern n + tone pattern (< n-n) 
ɲ ɲ- ɲ- + tone pattern ɲ + tone pattern (< ɲ-ɲ) 
ŋ ŋ- ŋ- + tone pattern ŋ + tone pattern (< ŋ-ŋ) 
l l- l- + tone pattern l + tone pattern (< l-l) 
∅, w 
subcl. ∅ 
subcl. w 

 
w- 
w- 

 
w- + tone pattern 
w- + tone pattern 

 
w + tone pattern (< w-w) 
w + tone pattern (< w-w) 

An example with a nominal common noun subject and one with 
pronominal substitution follow here: 

ana pəĺla p-ɔɽəkɔ.́t 
and cat C-eat:COMPL 

and the cat has eaten it 

ana p-p-ɔɽ́əkɔ.́t 
and PRO-C-eat:COMPL 

and it (the cat) has eaten it 

Two further examples follow here. In the first, the subject is taken up 
by a pronoun after ana ‘and’. In the second, the subject pronoun is 
co-referent with the object noun of the preceding clause: 

t-̪ɪkkɔ cɪk kaŕətt̪ʊ̪́m t-̪ɔpərɔt́ ana t-̪t-̪ɔḱɪta̪k 
NOM-sit VREF Khartoum C-good and PRO-C-bad 

staying in Khartoum is good and bad (lit.: staying in Khartoum is good and 
it is bad) 



PRONOUNS 213 

 
ɔ-kʊmáŋ p-ɔńʊ́ cúccû ana c-c-ɔṕərɔt̂ 
PERS-Kʊmaŋ C-have bead and PRO-C-good 

Kʊmaŋ has a necklace and it is beautiful 

6.3.1. Subject referencing common nouns denoting people 

Some common nouns refer to people. In a subordinated clause with a 
subject that is co-referent with a common noun in the main clause 
that denotes a person, preferably, a common noun pronoun is used: 

kəllán k-á.ɽəḱɔ ́ tʊ̪́ɽɪt́ ámmá k-k-ɪámâ.t 
old_woman C-eat:INCOMPL food if PRO-C-become_hungry:COMPL 

the old woman eats food when she is hungry 

tɔ̪mɔccɔ t-̪ɔŋɔt.̪ɛ ́ ɪttɪ t-̪t-̪an̂tán 
old_woman C-like:COMPL that PRO-C-come:INCOMPL 

the old man wanted to come 

It is, however, not impossible to switch to the 3 personal pronoun in 
the subordinated clause. In the example below, co-reference of the 
subject of the main clause and the subordinate clause is possible, but 
not assumed on the basis of the utterance alone. The context must 
make clear to whom the 3 personal pronoun refers. 

tɔ̪mɔccɔ t-̪ɔŋɔt.̪ɛ ́ ɪttɪ k-kw-ântán 
old_woman C-like:COMPL that 3-C-come:INCOMPL 

the old man wanted him/her to come / the old man wanted to come 

In stories, however, it is not uncommon to find 3 personal pronouns 
instead of common noun pronouns in subordinate clauses. In the next 
sentence, from an animal story, the jackal (aləpaccʊ̂t)̪ is 
pronominalized by the 3 personal pronoun clitic kw- after ɪttɪ ̌ and 
then again after the subjunctive particle â. The squirrel (ŋərrɔŋ̂), 
which is nominal object in the clause introduced by ɪttɪ,̌ is 
pronominalized by the (elided) common noun subject pronominal ŋ 
(a-́ŋ-ɔŕrəṕɔ ́> a-́rrəṕɔ)́. In the third clause, both the jackal (as the 
subject of ‘eat’) and the squirrel (as the object of ‘eat’) are 
pronominalized by personal pronouns: 
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aləpaccʊ́t ̪ w-ɪɽɛ.kat́ɛ̪ nɔ-ci  ki  t c-ʊŋ ɪttɪ 
jackal C-say:PST on-heart C-POSS3 that 

k-kw-aḿɪkkɔt ŋərrɔŋ́ a-́rrəṕɔ ́ ń-tɔ-́pɪŕa ́
3-C-deceive:INCOMPL squirrel SUBJ-(PRO-)move_down:DEPINCOMPL with-up_on-tree 

a-́kw-ɔɽ́əḱɔ-́kɔk̂ 
SUBJ-3-eat:DEPINCOMPL-O3 

the jackal said by himself that he would trick the squirrel so that he (the 
squirrel) would come down from the tree so that he (the jackal) would eat 
him 

In the next sentence, the cat is first pronominalized by a common 
noun pronoun (on the verb ‘call’) then by a personal pronoun (on the 
verb ‘say to’). In the last clause, the jackal is pronominalized by a 
personal pronoun as object of ‘say to’:  

a-pəĺla akkakat a-p-aḱkar.at aĺəpaccʊ̂t ̪
CONJ-cat come:DEPPRFV CONJ-PRO-call:DEPPRFV jackal 

a-kw-ɔḿɛ.kat-̪ɔḱ ɪttɪ … 
CONJ-3-tell:DEPPRFV-O3 that 

and the cat came and called the jackal and he said to him: “how are you, I 
hope you are fine?” (‘The story of the jackal’) 

6.4. Object pronouns 

Object pronouns come after the verb. Object pronouns refer only to 
humans (including animals that act like humans, as found in stories). 
Non-human objects are not pronominally expressed. Compare the 
two sentences below. In the first sentence it is also possible, though 
not preferred, to omit the object pronoun. In the second it cannot be 
present. 

m-p-ɔnʊ́ pəɽɛ ana m-p-ɔŋɔt-̪ɔk̂ 
1-C-have husband and 1-C-like:COMPL-O3 

I have a husband and I love him 

m-p-ɔnʊ́ cúccú ana m-p-ɔŋɔt.̪ɛ ̂
1-C-have necklace and 1-C-like:cOMPL 

I have a necklace and I like it 
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The object pronominals with singular reference (1, 2 and 3) come in 
four paradigms. The choice between the first three of these 
paradigms is conditioned by the morphology of the verbal TAM and 
the tone class of the verb involved (see chapter 12.4.2); I call these 
paradigms group I, group II and group III. The forms of group I and 
group III in some cases interact with the preceding verb in ways that 
do not necessarily follow from phonological rules, and the initial k of 
the group II forms is epenthentic. The singular object pronouns of the 
first three paradigms are clitic. 

The singular forms in the fourth paradigm mark a second object; they 
are free pronouns. This paradigm lacks first person forms (1, 12 and 
1A) since in case of presence of both a first person object and a 
second or third person object, the first person object always comes 
first, due to the person hierarchy between objects (see futher down in 
this section). 

The object pronouns with plural reference (12, 1A, 12A, 2A and 3A) 
each have one form. Because the 2A and 3A pronouns also function as 
second objects and are thus free pronouns, not clitics, I regard the 
whole set as free pronouns. The plurals of group I, II and III might 
also be regarded as bound pronouns, but there is no compelling 
reason to do so: assimilation processes occur in just the same way as 
expected between two separate words. 

Whereas the bound subject pronouns have a tonal trace of the 
persona prefix ɔ-́, the object pronouns lack this, as can be seen from 
the 3 and 3A object pronouns, which are low-toned. The 1 and 2 
object pronouns of group I and II are represented as nasals with a 
high tone. In prepausal position this high tone is realized on the final 
vowel of the verb to which the pronoun is attached. In non-prepausal 
position the high tone will lower and may be realized on the next 
word (analogous to the Tone Shift Rule and the Tone Reappearance 
sub-Rules). 

For comparison, the full pronouns are given in the first column of the 
table below. 
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Table 40 Object pronouns and clitics 
Full pronouns Object clitics (realizations) Second object 

pronouns group I group II group III 
1 ɔʊ́n -ń -kɪń -ɪń – 
2 ɔʊ́ŋ -ŋ́ -kʊ́ŋ -ʊ́ŋ ŋʊ́ŋ 
3 ɔɔk̂ -k -kɔk -ɔk ŋɔk 
12 ɔrɪť tɪť – 
1A ɔni  ń ni  ń – 
12A ɔrʊ́n/ ɔrɔń tʊ́n/tɔń – 
2A ɔnɔń nɔń 
3A ɔkɪn̂ kɪn 

The next part mentions the tone classes and TAM-stems of verbs. 
Verbs of tone class I have an all-low tone pattern. Verbs of tone class 
IIA have at least three morae and have a high tone on their second 
mora while the other morae are low. Verbs of tone class IIB consist of 
two or three morae and have a falling tone on their final mora while 
the preceding mora(e) is/are low. For TAMs and TAM-stems see 
chapter 12. Lumun verbs are either vowel-final or t-final. 

Group I object pronouns 

Group I object pronouns (-ń, -ŋ́, -k, tɪť, ni  ń, tʊ́n/tɔń, nɔń, kɪn) are 
used after: 

 incompletive, dependent incompletive and dependent completive 
TAM-stems of vowel-final verbs of tone classes I and IIA (these 
forms end in ɔ, ɛ or a); 

 Imperatives of vowel-final verbs of tone classes I and IIA (these 
forms end in ɪ,́ ɛ (not ɛ)́ or a, and occasionally in ʊ). 

Pronouns of this paradigm are not used with verbs ending in the 
benefactive suffix (ɪ)nɛ. 

An example paradigm with the Imperative of the verb ɔkət́a̪ccɛ 
‘watch’ (tone class IIA) follows here. The Imperative is ɔkəta̪ccɛ. 



PRONOUNS 217 

 

ɔkəta̪ccɛ-́n ‘watch me!’ 
ɔkəta̪ccɛ-k ‘watch him/her!’ 
ɔkəta̪ccɛ ni  ń ‘watch us (EXCL)!’ 
ɔkəta̪ccɛ kɪn ‘watch them!’ 

An example paradigm with the Incompletive of the verb ɪmma ‘see’ 
(tone class I) follows here. The incompletive TAM-stem of this verb is 
ɪḿma + H. The tonal effects are in accordance with the tone rules 
specified in chapter 3.3. The final falling tone in the example with 
the 3SG object pronoun is the realization of the high tone that comes 
with the incompletive TAM-stem of ɪmma (probably on underlying 
-ɔk, of which the vowel is deleted after a, 3rd example in the 
paradigm); the same is true for the falling tone on the 3PL object 
pronoun (last example). The initial obstruents of the plural 
pronominals are pronounced with lenition (as between vowels). 

ʊl tɪ̪ḿma-́n ‘the people will see me’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma-́ŋ ‘the people will see you’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma-̂k ‘the people will see him/her’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma tɪť ‘the people will see us (you and me)’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma ni  ń ‘the people will see us (EXCL)’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma tʊ́n ‘the people will see us (INCL)’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma nɔń ‘the people will see you (PL)’ 
ʊl tɪ̪ḿma kɪn̂ ‘the people will see them’ 

Imperatives based on ɔ-final verbs of tone classes I and IIA end in ɪ ́
and in some rare cases in ʊ (see table 47). Such Imperatives take 
object pronouns from group I, though the forms with a singular 
object pronominal do not result from a regular process of 
attachment. The final vowel of the Imperative (ɪ ́or ʊ) changes into ɔ, 
and the high tone of the final ɪ is lost, as can be seen upon 
attachment of the 3 object pronoun. Both the vowel change and the 
loss of high tone are not expected from general morpho-phonological 
and morpho-tonological processes. The combination with object 
pronouns with plural reference is morpho-phonologically and 
morpho-tonologically regular. 
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Examples with the Imperative ɔmɪccɪ ́‘greet!’ (< ɔmɪćcɔ ‘greet’, tone 
class IIA) follow here. 

ɔmɪccɔ-́n ‘greet me!’ 
ɔmɪccɔ-k ‘greet him/her!’ 
ɔmɪccɪ ni  ń ‘greet us (EXCL)!’ 
ɔmɪccɪ kɪn̂ ‘greet them!’ 

Examples with the Imperative ɔɽʊ (< ɔɽɔ ‘throw at’, tone class I) 
follow here. Note, however, that only in a few cases the Imperative 
of a verb of tone class I ends in ʊ. By contrast, Imperatives of ɔ-final 
verbs of tone class IIB all take final ʊ. In the paradigm below, the use 
of (singular) object pronouns of group II was rejected. 

ɔɽɔ-́n ‘throw at me!’ 
ɔɽɔ-k ‘throw at him/her!’ 
ɔɽʊ ni  ń ‘throw at us (EXCL)!’ 
ɔɽʊ kɪn ‘throw at them!’ 

Group II object pronominals 

Object pronouns of group II (-kɪń, -kʊ́ŋ, -kɔk, tɪť, nɪń, tʊ́n, nɔń, kɪn) 
are used after: 

 incompletive, dependent incompletive and dependent completive 
TAM-stems of vowel-final verbs of tone class IIB (these forms end 
in ɔ, ɛ or a); 

 Imperatives of vowel-final verbs of tone class IIB (these forms end 
in ʊ, ɛ or a). 

The morpho-tonological effects conform to the tone rules specified in 
chapter 3.3, except in some cases of attachment of the 3 object 
pronominal -kɔk. A case is presented below in which -kɔk is 
unexpectedly realized with a falling tone, though there is no 
preceding high tone that can shift. 

An example paradigm with the Incompletive of the verb ɔkɛ ̂ ‘shave’ 
follows here. The incompletive TAM-stem of this verb is akɛ.̂ C-akɛ ̂
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+ -kɔk would be expected to result in C-akɛḱɔk, but gives C-akɛkɔk̂ 
instead. The other forms conform to expectation, including, for 
example, the lowering of the verbal contour before a pronominal 
with a high tone (see 3.4.1). The initial k of the singular pronominals 
is epenthetic; it is not part of the full free pronouns of which all 
object pronominals (like all subject pronominals) are shortened 
forms. 

pʊl pakɛ-kɪń ‘the person will shave me’ 
pʊl pakɛ-kʊ́ŋ ‘the person will shave you’ 
pʊl pakɛ-kɔk̂ (expected: pakɛ ̂+ -kɔk > *pakɛḱɔk) 
 ‘the person will shave him/her’ 
pʊl pakɛ ́tɪt ‘the person will shave us (you and me)’ 
pʊl pakɛ ni  ń ‘the person will shave us (EXCL)’ 
pʊl pakɛ tʊ́n ‘the person will shave us (INCL)’ 
pʊl pakɛ nɔń ‘the person will shave you (PL)’ 
pʊl pakɛ ́kɪn ‘the person will shave them’ 

An example paradigm with the Imperative of the verb ɛɛ ̂‘stab, blow’ 
follows here. The Imperative is ɛɛ. Note that the 3 pronominal has a 
low tone here (which is expected from the tone rules: there is no 
high tone involved at all). 

ɛɛ-kɪń ‘stab me!’ 
ɛɛ-kɔk ‘stab him/her!’ 
ɛɛ ni ́ n ‘stab us!’ 
ɛɛ kɪn ‘stab them!’ 

Imperatives based on ɔ-final verbs from tone class IIB end in ʊ. This ʊ 
is lowered to ɔ upon attachment of -kɪń ‘me’ or -ɔk ‘him, her’. Before 
a plural pronoun clitic, ʊ remains unchanged. 

Imperative: ɔccʊ (< ɔccɔ ̂‘receive, take’) 
ɔccɔ-kɪń ‘take me’ (*ɔccʊ-kɪń) 
ɔccɔ-kɔk ‘take him!’ 
ɔccʊ ni ́ n ‘take us!’ 
ɔccʊ kɪn ‘take them!’ (*ɔccɔ kɪn) 
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Imperative: ɔkkwʊ (< ɔkkwɔ ̂‘hit’) 
ɔkkwɔ-kɪń ‘hit me!’ (*ɔkkwʊ-kɪń) 
ɔkkwʊ kɪn ‘hit them!’ (*ɔkkwɔ kɪn) 

For comparison, before a common noun as object the vowel of the 
Imperative remains ʊ: 

ɔccʊ kɪť ‘take the wild chicken!’ 
ɔccʊ pɔḱ ‘take the foam!’ 
ɔccʊ kat ‘take the grasshopper!’ 

An exception is the verb ɔmma ̂ ‘not know’. This verb takes group I 
object pronouns, for example: 

pʊl pɔmma-̂k the person does not know him/her 

Group III object pronominals 

Group III object pronouns (-ɪń, -ʊ́ŋ, -ɔk, tɪť, nɪń, tʊ́n, nɔń, kɪn) are 
used after: 

 t-final verb forms (i.e. (dependent) incompletive and dependent 
completive TAM-stems of t-final verbs; completive TAM-stems of 
vowel-final verbs; dependent perfective TAM-stems of all verbs); 

 verb forms ending in tɛ̪ or tɛ̪ ́(i.e. completive TAM-stems of t-final 
verbs; Imperatives of t-final verbs; pasts TAM-stems of all verbs); 

 Benefactive verb forms, whether ending in -(ɪ)nɛ, -(ɪ)ntɛ̪t, -kantɛ̪t 
or -(ɪ)nɛt, and forms of the verb ɛtɛ̪t̂ ‘give’. 

Notably, all TAM-forms based on t-final verbs take object pronouns 
of group III.  

Upon attachment to verb forms ending in tɛ̪, tɛ̪,́ -(ɪ)nɛ, -(ɪ)ntɛ̪t, 
-kantɛ̪t or -(ɪ)nɛt the vowel-initial pronoun clitics replace the final 
segments ɛ or ɛt. The consonant initial object pronouns come after 
the full verb form. 
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Example paradigms with the Incompletive of the verb ɔcci ́ kɔt ‘hear, 
listen’ and with the Dependent Perfective of ɔmɪćcɔ ‘greet’ follow 
here. The Incompletive of ɔcci ́ kɔt ‘hear, listen’ is C-acci  ḱɔt + H, the 
Dependent Perfective of ɔmɪćcɔ is ɔmɪćcat. The final t in these verbs 
changes to t ̪ [ð] before the vowel-initial pronominals. In the other 
cases, final t assimilates to the initial consonant of the object 
pronoun. In the second paradigm, the subject pʊl ‘person’ is 
preceded by the conjunctive marker á ‘and’. 

pʊl pacci ́ kɔt-̪ɪń ‘the person will listen to me’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt-̪ʊ́ŋ ‘the person will listen to you’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt-̪ɔk̂ ‘the person will listen to him/her’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt tɪť/tɪt ‘the person will listen to us (you and me)’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt ni ́ n ‘the person will listen to us (EXCL)’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt tʊ́n ‘the person will listen to us (INCL)’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt nɔń ‘the person will listen to you (PL)’ 
pʊl pacci ́ kɔt kɪn̂ ‘the person will listen to them’ 

apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat-̪ɪń ‘and the person greeted me’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat-̪ʊ́ŋ ‘and the person greeted you’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat-̪ɔk̂ ‘and the person greeted him/her’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat ̪tɪť/tɪt ‘and the person greeted us (you and me)’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat ̪ni  ń ‘and the person greeted us (EXCL)’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat ̪tʊ́n ‘and the person greeted us (INCL)’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat ̪nɔń ‘and the person greeted you (PL)’ 
apʊ́l ɔḿɪćcat ̪kɪn̂ ‘and the person greeted them’ 

The following paradigm show the forms with the Completive of 
ɔmɪćcɔ ‘greet’, C-ɔmɪccɔt̂. Before a vowel-initial object pronominal 
the completive morpheme t changes to r. Before a consonant-initial 
object pronoun, completive t assimilates to the following consonant. 

ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔŕ-ɪń ‘the child has greeted me’ 
ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔŕ-ʊ́ŋ ‘the child has greeted you’ 
ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔŕ-ɔk ‘the child has greeted him/her’ 
ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔt́ tɪt ‘the child has greeted us (you and me)’ 
ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔt́ ni  ń ‘the child has greeted us (EXCL)’ 
ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔt́ tʊ́n ‘the child has greetted us (INCL)’ 
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ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔt́ nɔń ‘the child has greeted you (PL)’ 
ʊkʊl w-ɔmɪccɔt́ kɪn ‘the child has greeted them’ 

Tonal realizations of the 1 and 2 object pronouns (-ɪń, -ʊ́ŋ) are not 
always as expected, as in the following sentence with the Completive 
verb C-ɔkkwɔt́ (< ɔkkwɔ ̂‘hit’): 

pətɔ̪k p-ɔkkwɔ.r-ɪn̂ 
stone C-hit:COMPL-O1 

the stone has hit me 

A paradigm with a verb form ending in -tɛ̪ follows here. It is the 
Completive verb C-ɔcci  kɔt́ɛ̪ (< ɔcci ́ kɔt ‘hear, listen’). 

pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́-̪ɪń ‘the person has listened to me’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́-̪ʊ́ŋ ‘the person has listened to you’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́-̪ɔk ‘the person has listened to him/her’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́ɛ̪ tɪť/tɪt ‘the person has listened to us (you and me)’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́ɛ̪ ni ́ n ‘the person has listened to us (EXCL)’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́ɛ̪ tʊ́n ‘the person has listened to us (INCL)’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́ɛ̪ nɔń ‘the person has listened to you (PL)’ 
pʊl p-ɔcci  kɔt́ɛ̪ kɪn ‘the person has listened to them’ 

Some examples with the Imperative ɔcci  kɔtɛ̪ ́ ‘listen!’ (< ɔcci ́ kɔt 
‘hear, listen’) follow here: 

ɔcci  kɔt-̪ɪń ‘listen to me!’ 
ɔcci  kɔt-̪ɔk̂ ‘listen to him/her!’ 
ɔcci  kɔtɛ̪ ni ́ n ‘listen to us (EXCL)!’ 
ɔcci  kɔtɛ̪ kɪn̂ ‘listen to them!’ 

Some examples with forms of the Benefactive verbs ɔcɔɽ́ɪnɛ ‘stand for 
sb., wait for sb.’, ɛrɛnɛ ‘talk to sb.’ and ɛrɛntɛ̪t ‘talk to sb. at/about’, 
and some examples with forms of ɛtɛ̪t̂ ‘give’ are the following: 

With Imperative ɔcɔɽɪnɛt (< ɔcɔɽ́ɪnɛ ‘stand for sb., wait for sb.’): 
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ɔcɔɽɪn-ɪń ‘wait for me!’ 
ɔcɔɽɪn-ɔk ‘wait for him/her!’ 
ɔcɔɽɪnɛt ni  ń ‘wait for us (EXCL)!’ 
ɔcɔɽɪnɛt kɪn ‘wait for them!’ 

With Incompletive C-ɛŕɛnɛ + H (< ɛrɛnɛ ‘talk to sb.) 

ʊl t-̪ɛŕɛn-ʊ́ŋ ‘the people will talk to you’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛŕɛn-ɔk̂ ‘the people will talk to him/her’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛŕɛnɛt tɪť/tɪt ‘the people will talk to us (you and me)’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛŕɛnɛt nɔń ‘the people will talk to you (PL)’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛŕɛnɛ kɪn̂ ‘the people will talk to them’ 

With Past C-ɛrɛkántɛ̪t (< ɛrɛntɛ̪t ‘talk to sb. at/about’) 

ʊl t-̪ɛrɛkánt-̪ʊ́ŋ ‘the people will talk to you about it’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛrɛkánt-̪ɔk ‘the people will talk to him/her about it’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛrɛkántɛ̪t tɪť/tɪt ‘the people will talk to us (you and me) about it’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛrɛkántɛ̪t nɔń ‘the people will talk to you (PL) about it’ 
ʊl t-̪ɛrɛkántɛ̪t kɪn ‘the people will talk to them about it’ 

With Completive C-ɛt́ɛ̪t (< ɛtɛ̪t̂ ‘give’) 

pʊl pɛt́ɪ̪ń ‘the person has given it to me’ 
pʊl pɛt́ɔ̪k ‘the person has given it to him/her’ 
pʊl pɛt́ɛ̪t tɪť/tɪt ‘the person has given it to us (you and me)’ 
pʊl pɛt́ɛ̪t ni  ń ‘the person has given it to us (EXCL)’ 
pʊl pɛt́ɛ̪t kɪn ‘the person has given it to them’ 

Second object pronominals and person hierarchy 

The forms ŋʊ́ŋ ‘you (SG)’ and ŋɔk ‘him/her’ (see also table 40) are 
used as the second in sequences of two object pronouns. A verb 
which can have a double object is ɛtɛ̪t̂ ‘give’. In case of two 
equivalent nominal objects, the recipient object comes first, then the 
patient object. 



224 CHAPTER 6 

 
k-kw-ɛt́ɛ̪t ɔ-kakká ɔ-cɛccɛ ̂
3-C-give:COMPL PERS-Kakka PERS-Cɛccɛ 

s/he gave Cɛccɛ to Kakka 

In sequences of object pronominals there is a person hierarchy (or 
person scale): first persons come before second and third persons, 
and second persons come before third persons. Third persons come 
before nouns referring to humans, whether with or without persona 
prefix, and these precede nouns with non-human reference. This 
means that there are no second-object forms of the first person 
pronouns (1, 12, 1A and 12A), and that expressions with double 
objects can be ambiguous. Some further examples with ɛtɛ̪t̂ ‘give’ 
follow here. 

k-kw-ɛt́-̪ɪń ŋʊ́ŋ 
3-C-give-O1 O22 

s/he gave you to me ; s/he gave me to you 

k-kw-ɛt́-̪ɪń ŋɔk̂ 
3-C-give-O1 O23 

s/he gave him/her to me ; s/he gave me to him/her 

k-kw-ɛt́ɛ̪t tɪt ŋɔk̂ 
3-C-give:COMPL O12 O23 

s/he gave him/her to us ; s/he gave us to him/her 

k-kw-ɛt́ɛ̪t́ tɔń ŋɔk̂ 
3-C-give:COMPL O12A O23 

s/he gave him/her to us ; s/he gave us to him/her 

Violation of the person hierarchy leads to ungrammaticality: 

*k-kw-ɛt́-̪ɔk ŋʊ́ŋ 
3-C-give:COMPL-O3 O22 

*k-kw-ɛt́ɛ̪t kɪn nɔń 
3-C-give:COMPL O3A O2A 

The second-object pronouns ŋʊ́ŋ ‘you (SG)’ and ŋɔk ‘him/her’ cannot 
come after a full noun: 
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*k-kw-ɛt́ɛ̪t ɔ-kʊkkʊ́ ŋɔk̂ 
3-C-give:COMPL PERS-Kʊkkʊ O23 

In such a case the pronoun (of group III) comes first, and the 
interpretation is ambiguous: 

k-kw-ɛt́-̪ɔk ɔ-kʊkkʊ̂ 
3-C-give:COMPL-O3 PERS-Kʊkkʊ 

s/he gave Kʊkkʊ to him/her ; s/he gave him/her to Kʊkkʊ 

The third person singular object clitic substitutes not only nouns with 
the persona prefix, but also common nouns denoting people and 
animals in stories acting as people. An example of the latter was 
given in 6.3.1. 

It is sometimes possible to omit this clitic where it would normally 
be expected, as in the example below. The final part of a Lumun 
story is typically narrated in an accelerated fashion. In the sentence 
below, which is the last sentence of the story of the tortoise and the 
ŋatt̪ə̪tt̪a̪pɛ-bird, omission of the pronominal object is part of this 
narrative acceleration: 

… a-kw-ɔt́-̪ɪat pʊ́l p-ɔ-́nɔṕpət́ 
CONJ-3-IT:DEPINCOMPL-find:DEPPFTV person C-of-Nɔppət 

a-kw-ɔćʊkkwar.at cɪk 
CONJ-3-step_on.PLUR:DEPPRFV VREF 
mɔńɔ ́ a-pʊ́l p-ɔ-́nɔṕpət́ ɪ.́at̂ 
until CONJ-person C-of-Nɔppət die:DEPPRFV 

and he found the person of Nɔppət and he stepped (on him) repeatedly until 
the person of Nɔppət died (App. IV, 162-163) 
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6.5. Pronouns as addressees in commands 

6.5.1. Imperatives 

Commands to a singular addressee are specialized Imperative forms 
(see chapter 12.5.2). In Imperatives, the addressee is not expressed 
pronominally. For example: 

ɔɽək.ʊ 
eat:IMP 

eat it! 

ɔnɛkkɛt.̪ɛ cɪk̂ 
put_down:IMP VREF 

put it down! 

An exception is the irregular Imperative ŋkɔ ́ ‘go!’ (< ɛɔ  ̂ ‘go’). It is 
likely that the initial ŋ is historically the second person singular 
pronominal marker. 

6.5.2. Commands to a plural addressee 

Commands to a plural addressee consist of a pronominal form 
followed by the verb stem (the Dependent Incompletive TAM). The 
free 2A pronoun ɔnɔń is not used in this context. The 2A addressee 
has three variants, which can be used interchangeably: 

ŋɔnɔń/ɔń-/ń- 

ŋɔnɔń is the free pronoun, but without the persona prefix ɔ-́, so that 
ŋ is retained instead of elided between vowels. Like in vocatives of 
kinship terms and personal names, the persona prefix is absent from 
the addressive form of the pronoun. ɔń- and ń-are clitic forms of the 
addressive pronoun. Examples: 

ŋɔnɔn ɛɔ ̂ / ɔn-ɛɔ ̂ / n-ɛɔ ̂
2A go:DEPINCOMPL 2A-go:DEPINCOMPL 2A-go:DEPINCOMPL 

go! (to plural addressee) 
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ŋɔnɔn ɔcci  ḱɔt / ɔn-ɔcci ́ kɔt / n-ɔcci ́ kɔt lɔń paṕɛn̂naŋ 
2A hear:DEPINCOMPL  2A-hear:DEPINCOMPL  2A-hear:DEPINCOMPL words properly 

listen to my words carefully! (to plural addressee) 

6.6. Hortative pronouns 

Lumun hortatives are restricted to 12 and 12A persons. Some 
different forms are distinguished, which can be used interchangeably. 
The hortative pronominals precede the Dependent Incompletive TAM 
stem. The bimoraic forms are free pronouns, the others, which are 
shortened forms of the free ones, clitics. Initially, yet a few other 
forms were provided, which, however, I did not come across in 
speech nor in written text. They were later judged as not-acceptable 
or even non-existent. Since some confusion about these forms 
nevertheless remained, I provide them with a question mark and 
between parentheses. The free subject pronouns are given in the last 
column for comparison. 

Table 41 Hortative pronouns and clitics 
 hortative pronoun 

clitic 
full hortative pronoun free subj. 

pronoun 
12 cɪr̂-, tɪr̂-, ntɪr̂- cɪŕɪt, (? tɪŕɪt), cáttɪt, 

(? ɲáttɪt) 
ɔrɪť 

12A (? cʊn-), tʊ̂n-, tɔn̂-, 
ntʊ̂n-, ntɔn̂-  

cʊ́rʊn, cɔŕɔn, 
(? tʊ́rʊn), (? tɔŕɔn), 
cáttʊn, (? ɲáttʊn) 

ɔrʊ́n, ɔrɔń 

Some examples follow here. Any of the other hortative pronominals 
with the same person reference could be used as well. The verbs are 
ɔŋɔkɔ ‘rest’, ɔrɛḱɔ ‘work’, ɔkkɔt̂ ‘do, make’ and ɔɽəkɔ ̂‘eat’. 

cɪŕɪt ɔŋɔkɔ 
HRT12 rest:DEPINCOMPL 

let us rest 

tʊ́rʊ́n ɔŕɛḱɔ 
HRT12A work:DEPINCOMPL 

let us do some work 
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cat́tɪt́ ɔɽ́əḱɔ ́ ŋʊ́ɽʊ̂ 
HRT12 eat:DEPINCOMPL asida 
let us eat the asida 

tɪŕ-ɔŕɛḱɔ 
HRT12-work:DEPINCOMPL 

let us do some work 

tʊ́n-ɔḱkɔt́ ɪ.tʊ̪̌n 
HRT12A-do:DEPINCOMPL together 

let us do it together 

In the following sentence, only the first verb (‘go’) is preceded by a 
hortative pronoun. The second verb, which can still be understood as 
part of the hortatory expression, is preceded by a bound subject 
pronoun. 

patt̪ɪ̪ ́ cat́tɪt́ ɛɔ́  ́ ɪŕ-ɔt-̪ɔkwańcɔt aɽ́əpʊ w-əɽɛk 
person HRT12 go:DEPINCOMPL 12-IT:DEPINCOMPL-search:DEPINCOMPL things C-some 

Mister, let us go and find some animals (fr. written story) 

6.7. Pronominals in comitative constructions 

Comitative constructions have the following structure: 

X (…) free pronoun PERS-Y or: 
X (…) bound pronoun-PERS-Y  

In these constructions, the free pronouns and the plural person 
pronominal subject clitics are used. The noun that refers to the added 
person(s) (‘Y’) must have the persona prefix ɔ-́. In kinship terms and 
personal names, the persona prefix is already present, to common 
nouns it must be added. The whole sentence is constructed as a 
plural, in the sense that only the plural pronouns can be used as 
comitatives, and that, for example, in imperatives the plural 
addressee form is chosen. 

In the first example below, though only Lɔttɪ is directly addressed, 
the plural pronominal is used on the command. The 2A pronoun 
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ɔnɔń (or a shortened form ɔń or ń) preceding ɔlalʊ̂ ‘Lalʊ’ functions 
as comitative. In the second example, on the other hand, the verb 
‘eat’ is marked for second person singular. ɔnɔń and ɔń- as 
pronominals in comitative functions are possible here as well. 

lɔttɪ ́ n-ɛɔ  ɔ-nɔn ɔ-lalʊ̂ / ɔn-ɔ-lalʊ̂ / n-ɔ-lalʊ̂  
Lɔttɪ 2A-go:DEPINCOMPL PERS-2A PERS-Lalʊ 2A-PERS-Lalʊ / 2A-PERS-Lalʊ 

Lɔttɪ, go with Lalʊ!/Lɔttɪ and Lalʊ, go! 

ŋɪń-ta̪ akka a-ɽəḱɪnɛ ŋuɽú n-ɔ-kakka ̂
what-QW that CONJ-(2-)eat_for:DEPINCOMPL asida 2A-PERS-Kakka 

why do you eat asida with Kakka?/ why do you and Kakka eat asida? 

Two examples with the free 3A pronoun follow here: 

kəllań k-ɔka.́t cɪk ɔ-kɪń ɔ-pɛɪ t-̪əllɛḱ 
old_woman C-be:COMPL VREF PERS-3A PERS-child C-alone 

the old woman was alone with her child 

tɪ̪pa t-̪ɔ-kʊkkʊ́ ɔ-kɪń ɔ-kakka ̂
marriage C-PERS-Kʊkkʊ PERS-3A PERS-Kakka 

the marriage of Kʊkkʊ and Kakka 

In the following examples, reference is initially made to a singular 
person, then a pronoun with plural reference follows (referring to 
this singular person and an added person), then the added person is 
mentioned in a construction with the plural pronoun as a comitative 
(the latter pronouns are underlined). In the second sentence below, 
the initial high tone on ‘jackal’ shows that the persona prefix ɔ-́ is 
present on the noun. 

m-p-a.́p-p-ɔŋɔt.̪ɛ ́ ɪttɪ ɔ-ni  n t-̪aṕpʊta̪ ɔ-ni  n ɔ-cɛccɛ ̂
1-C-be:COMPL-C-like:COMPL that PERS-1A C-play:INCOMPL PERS-1A PERS-Cɛccɛ 

I wanted to play with Cɛccɛ 

… a-kw-ɔḱkarəttak.at a-kɪń ɪkk.at cɪk 
CONJ-3-return:DEPPRFV CONJ.PERS-3A sit:DEPPRFV VREF 

a-kɪń ɔŕa ́ ɔ-kɪń aĺəpaccʊ̂t ̪
CONJ.PERS-3A cultivate:DEPINCOMPL PERS-3A PERS.jackal 
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and he returned and they started to cultivate, he and the jackal (‘The story 
of the jackal’) 

Compare also: 

k-kw-áa.t ɔ-kɪń ɔ-nɛnnɪ ̂
3-C-come:COMPL PERS-3A PERS-Nɛnnɪ 

s/he has come with Nɛnnɪ 

ɔ-kɪń t-̪aa.́t ɔ-kɪń ɔ-nɛnnɪ ̂
PERS-3A  C-come:COMPL PERS-3A PERS-Nɛnnɪ 

s/he has come with Nɛnnɪ, also: they have come with Nɛnnɪ 

If the preceding pronoun has the conjunctive particle a,́ it is 
alternatively possible to use the conjunctive particle also on the 
comitative pronoun: 

… a-kɪń ɔŕa ́ a-kɪń aĺəpaccʊ̂t ̪
CONJ.PERS-3A cultivate:DEPINCOMPL CONJ.PERS-3A PERS.jackal 

and they started to cultivate, he and the jackal (‘The story of the jackal’) 

6.8. Constructions with the associative marker att̪ʊ̪t, at́t̪ʊ̪́t 

The free plural pronouns and the bound subject pronouns ɪť- (I and 
you), i  ń- (I and others), ʊ́n- (I and you and others) and ɔń- (you PL) 
can be followed by the associative marker att̪ʊ̪t (or átt̪ʊ̪́t) or its 
plural att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂ (átt̪ʊ̪́ŋɔn̂). att̪ʊ̪t is probably the realization of 
underlying at-C-ʊt, with t-̪, agreeing with the preceding plural 
pronoun, as concord. An underlying structure a-C-C-ʊt is perhaps 
possible as well, though double concord is not common in the 
language. Double concord seems to occur in the subject focus marker 
used in Tɔɽəmatɔ̪n̂ (a-C-C-), but there it may rather be a development 
of ak-C- (see chapter 19.1). 

att̪ʊ̪t is further discussed in 10.4.2 (on numerals), since, instead of 
the plural marker -ŋɔn̂, it also allows for the suffixation of a 
numeral. 
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The plural pronoun immediately preceding att̪ʊ̪t or att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂ refers to 
the group as a whole. In order to compose this group, att̪ʊ̪t adds one 
person to it; att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂ more than one person. ‘I and you (SG)’ can only 
be followed by att̪ʊ̪t, not by att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂, because, either way (whether 
the first person or the second person is added) only one person can 
be added in order to get ‘I and you (SG)’. The other pronouns can be 
followed by att̪ʊ̪t or att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂. The choice depends on how the 
composition of the group is conceptualized, as the examples will 
show. 

att̪ʊ̪t and att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂ (or their high-toned variants) are used in one of 
the following constructions: 

sg. pronoun + verb + pl. pronoun (clitic)- att̪ʊ̪t/att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂ 
pl. pronoun + verb + pl. pronoun (clitic)- att̪ʊ̪t/att̪ʊ̪ŋɔn̂ 

These constructions can have a comitative interpretation, but not 
necessarily so. They are used when the same action was performed or 
undergone at (around) the same time by somebody in relation to 
other(s), but not necessarily together with the other(s). Still there is a 
kind of ‘group-conceptualization’ about these constructions: 

ɔ-rɪt t-̪aa.t ɪr-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́t 
PERS-12 C-come:COMPL 12-ASS-C-ASS 

I came with you (SG), also: we came at the same time (i.e. one person 
(átt̪ʊ̪́t) was added so that the group finally consisted of me and you (SG). 
The opening of the clause with ‘I and you (SG)’ (which is also the final 
make-up of the group) induces the interpretation that ‘I’ was added, thus: I 
came with you (SG). 

‘I came with you (SG)’ is commonly expressed as above, though the 
following is in principle possible as well: 

m-p-aat ɪr-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́t 
1-C-come:COMPL 12-ASS-C-ASS 

‘I came with you (SG)’, I came at the same time as you did 

Some further examples: 
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k-kw-áa.t i  n-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́t 
3-C-come:COMPL 1A-ASS-C-ASS 

s/he came with me/us, he came at the same time as I/we did (i.e. one 
person (átt̪ʊ̪́t) was added so that the group finally consisted of me and 
other(s). The opening of the clause with the third person singular excludes 
that átt̪ʊ̪́t refers to the first person singular, thus the clause cannot be 
interpreted as ‘I came with him/her/them’.) 

i  n-t-̪aa.t i  n-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́t 
1A-C-come:COMPL 1A-ASS-C-ASS 

I came with him/her/them, we came at the same time (i.e. one person 
(átt̪ʊ̪́t) was added so that the group finally consisted of me and other(s). 
The opening of the clause with ‘I and others’ (which is also the final make-
up of the group) gives the interpretation that ‘I’ was added, thus: I came 
with him/her/them) 

ɔ-kɪń t-̪aa.t i  n-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́ŋ-ŋɔn̂ 
PERS-3A C-come:COMPL 1A-ASS-C-ASS-PL 

they came with me/us, they came at the same time as I/we did (i.e. two or 
more persons (átt̪ʊ̪́ŋɔn̂) were added so that the group finally consisted of 
me and other(s). The opening of the clause with the third person plural 
excludes that átt̪ʊ̪́ŋɔn̂ refers to the first person plural, thus the clause 
cannot be interpreted as ‘we came with him/her/them’.) 

i  n-t-̪aa.t i  n-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́ŋ-ŋɔn̂ 
1A-C-come:COMPL 1A-ASS-C-ASS-PL 

I/we came with them (i.e. two or more persons (átt̪ʊ̪́ŋɔn̂) were added so 
that the group finally consisted of me and other(s). The opening of the 
clause with ‘I and others’ (which is also the final make-up of the group) 
gives the interpretation that ‘I’ was added, thus: I came with him/her/them) 

A textual example follows here. In the first, the participants of the 
event, ‘they’, are conceptualized as ‘she added to ɔpatt̪ɔ̪n̂ (‘the 
people’)’. The context of the sentence is that a girl has become 
pregnant without having undergone the rite of passage of being 
beaten while running together with the girls of her age group. This 
will cause mockery by her age mates. 
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ana ɔ-patt̪-̪ɔń ɪ-́t-̪a ́ k-kw-ɔḱa.́t p-ɔńʊ́ ɪttɪ 
and PERS-person-PL RES-C-COP 3-C-be:COMPL C-have that 

k-kw-aṕəɽətt̪a̪ ɔ-kɪń at́-̪t-̪ʊ́t t-̪a.́cci  rɔ-́k ŋ.ŋɪn 
3-C-be_beaten_while_running:INCOMPL PERS-3A ASS-C-ASS C-laugh:INCOMPL-O3 with:ABS 

and the people together with whom she should have been beaten while 
running will laugh at her because of it (because she is pregnant without 
having undergone the proper rite of passage) (fr. written description) 

In the next, ɔrɔń ‘we (INCL)’ is conceptualized as ‘I added to you (PL)’. 
ɔrɔn ta̪rət́ʊk ɔrɔn at́t̪ʊ̪́t ‘we were still we with one (I) added’ would 
be possible here as well. 

ɛl-l-ɪ ɪ-l-a m-p-ɛrɛ.́t appɪk 
DEM-C-NEARSP RES-C-COP 1-C-speak:COMPL all 
akka m-p-arət́ʊk ɔ-rɔn at́-̪t-̪ʊ́t 
that 1-C-still PERS-12A ASS-C-ASS 

all this I have said when I was still with you (PL) (John 14:25) 

An example with att̪ʊ̪ŋ ŋɔn̂ follows here. The husbands of the 
addressees are added to the speaker (‘I’), together forming i  n- ‘I and 
others’. The addressees (the wives) are not involved in the event of 
doing something: 

ámmá ɔ-́llɛ ́ p-aŋ-ɔń t-̪aá.t ana 
if PERS-husband C-POSS2-PL C-come:COMPL and 

n-t-̪ɪńá ákka i  n-ɔkkɔt i  n-at́-̪t-̪ʊ́-ŋɔn̂ 
2A-C-know:INCOMPL that 1A-do:DEPINCOMPL 1A-ASS-C-ASS-PL 

when your(PL) husbands come you will know what I will do with them 

6.9. Reflexivity: ‘oneself’ 

Lumun does not have a reflexive pronoun. Reflexivity is expressed by 
ka ‘body’ + possessive pronoun. Some examples follow here: 

m-p-ɔŋɔt.̪ɛ ́ ɪttɪ m-p-ɪḿmat ka ́ k-ɪn ɪ-mɪraɪ́ 
1-C-like:COMPL that 1-C-see_at:INCOMPL body C-POSS1 in-mirror 

I want to see myself in the mirror 
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lɔn ɪ-l-a pʊ́l p-ɔlləkkɛ.́ntɛ̪t́ ka ́ k-ʊ́ŋ 
words RES-C-COP person C-put_down_for:COMPL body C-POSS3 

things which the man promised himself 

pʊl p-ʊrək.at́ɛ̪ ana p-p-at́t̪-̪ɪ.at ká k-ʊ́ŋ 
person C-get_up:DEPPRFV and PRO-C-ITVEN:COMPL-find:DEPPRFV body C-POSS3 

cɪ-́nɔ-́kʊ́tʊ̪́t k-ɔ-rʊɛ ́
LOC-on-lip C-of-river 
the man woke up and found himself at the side of the river  


