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NOUNS 121
4. Nouns

This chapter presents the segmental shape and tone patterns of nouns
and their morphological make-up. It describes the noun class system
and discusses issues of number and meaning relating to the noun
classes and noun class pairs. It deals with nominal derivation,
complex nouns, descriptive constructions expressing nominal
concepts, and nouns with the so-called ‘persona prefix’ and their
plural formation.

4.1. Phonological shape

Nouns can start with all consonants that occur word-initially (i.e. all
except the rhotics) and with any of the vowels. They can end with all
consonants that can occur word-finally (i.e. t, k, n and ) and with
any of the vowels that can occur in that position (all except 3). In
nouns borrowed from Arabic some further consonants are found
word-finally (i.e. p, t and m).

Out of the 921 nouns in my database, 51 are monomoraic, more than
half (490) bimoraic, 285 trimoraic, 85 have four morae and 10 five.
Virtually all those with five morae either involve reduplication or are
loans from Arabic. Vowels are commonly short (involving one mora),
but there are also diphthongs and in a few cases long vowels
(involving two morae). Nouns with a diphthong or long vowel are
often monosyllabic. Disyllabic words with a diphthong mostly have
the diphthong in the second syllable. Long vowels are not attested as
second syllables, but there is one case with a long vowel in the first
syllable (tuulf ‘hyena’). Longer nouns do not have diphthongs or long
vowels, unless across a morpheme boundary due to reduplication.
The shortest nouns consist of two segments, either CV or VC.

4.2. Tone patterns

For nouns in isolation, there is a strong tendency to have tonal
contrasts only on the last vowel. All other vowels are low. In the tone
pattern formulas, L* represents the low vowels preceding the last one
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that carries the tonal contrast (and * can be zero). These patterns are
the four main tone patterns:

Final low tone (L*.L, also called all-low)

ka ‘body’ L

uvkol ‘child’ L.L
comian ‘bone’ L.L.L
koaromekko ‘bat (sp.)’ L.L.L.L

Final high tone (L*.H)

ca ‘head’ H
capd ‘ground’ L.H
kappori ‘spoon’ L.L.H
torikiag ‘caterpillar larva’ L.L.L.H

Final rising tone (L*.LH)

tok ‘dog’ LH
oy ‘hill’ L.LH
tokia ‘head pad’ L.L.LH
tennekketta ‘to be tested’ L.L.L.LH

Final falling tone (L*.HL)

tin ‘onion’ HL
coan ‘rat (sp.)’ L.HL
corId ‘shell’ L.L.HL
paromMpin ‘plant (sp.)’ L.L.L.HL

Some words have a high tone on the pre-final vowel. This pattern can
be represented as L*.L.H.L (where, as in the other patterns, * can be
zero). Some examples:

cordti ‘goatskin bracelet’”  L.H.L
paldntup ‘k.o. basket (small size)’ L.H.L
tapparanu ‘worm (sp.)’ L.LH.L
talokikkik ‘dodging behaviour’ L.L.H.L

pergia ‘k.o. watery root’ L.L.H.L
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Two more patterns are found on simple nouns of (presumably)
Lumun origin: L.H.H and L.H.L.H. These patterns have only few
attestations, respectively 11 and 5 (in my database).

L.HH

cakk3l3k ‘gourd (k.o.)’
compdiran ‘monkey (sp.)’
kapiét Gaw’

L.H.L.H

cakksropil ‘bird (sp.)’
kapdrentin ‘lizard (sp.)’
kwordtottsl ‘plant (edible sp.)’

One loan word from Arabic has this pattern as well:

aldpirit ‘prayer mat’ (< Sud. Ar. al-birish)
Originally Lumun nouns with more than one vowel do not have a
high tone on the first vowel. The following noun may (or may not)

be borrowed from Tira:

H.L
nappo ‘hunt’?

An initial high tone on a simple noun with more than one vowel is
found in several Arabic loans. The tone mimics the stress placement
in the Arabic item. Some examples:

paka jerrycan’ (< Sudanese Arabic baagha)
méccot ‘comb’ (< Sudanese Arabic mushut)
cérotel ‘bucket’ (< Sudanese Arabic jerdal)

% Tira has a verb apa ‘take’ and abstract nouns in its g-class. (Schadeberg
2009, p. 21, 112).
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4.3. Noun classes

Lumun has a fully functioning noun class system. Common nouns
consist of a consonantal or & noun class prefix and a stem, and
always belong to a noun class. Nouns with the so-called persona
prefix are a special case (see section 4.10). Nouns most often occur in
pairs, differing from each other only as to the noun class. Paired
nouns typically signal singular versus plural reference, for example:

t-0k/1-0k ‘dog/-s’

Adjectives, including some numerals, demonstratives, possessor
pronouns and the connexive agree with the noun class of the noun
that they modify. There is also agreement between the subject noun
and some but not all TAM-forms of verbs. The agreement markers on
modifiers and verbs will be called concords. Concords are typically
alliterative in Lumun; in most cases the concord is identical to the
class prefix. The exception are the concords of vowel-initial nouns
(with @ prefix) and nouns with the class prefix kw-. These nouns
have w- and k-concord, respectively.

An example to illustrate agreement between a noun (lon ‘words’) and
its modifiers, and the subject marking on the verb follows here.
Instances of the concord (1-) are underlined.

Ion l-ap £l-1-1 1-a.kérrakot 1-atdm
words C-POSS2 DEM-C-NEARSP c-be_written_at:INCOMPL in-book

these words of yours will be written in a book

I define Lumun noun classes in the first place on the basis of the
concord they induce. In a few cases, basically singular or plural
reference is used as an additional criterion to distinguish between
noun classes. Occasional deviations of number reference (a noun of a
singular class that functions on the plural side in an irregular class
pair, or a noun of a plural class that functions on the singular side in
an irregular class pair) are not interpreted as different noun classes.



NOUNS 125

A third criterion, which is used in some cases, is the prefix itself. It
distinguishes between differently shaped prefixes which have the
same concord and the same type of number reference (singular or
plural). Such cases are considered subclasses of one and the same
noun class. The singular noun classes are presented in table 16, the
plural noun classes in table 17.

Table 16 Singular noun classes

noun class concord | prefix example

p p- p- p-ira ‘tree’

t t t t-or3k ‘rope’

t t- t- t-anok ‘worm’
c c- c- c-a ‘head’

k, kw

subclass k k- k- k-at3l ‘tortoise’
subclass kw | k- kw- kw-opol ‘cheek’
0 - - p-attokk3l ‘calabash (k.0.)’
D, W

subclass & w- %) atam ‘book’
subclass w W- W- w-aj ‘cow’

Table 17 Plural noun classes

noun class concord | prefix example

k k- k- k-1ra ‘trees’

m m- m- m-a ‘heads’

n n- n- n-anak ‘worms’

n n- n- n-attokk3l ‘calabashes (k.o.)’
1 1- 1- 1-ordk ‘ropes’

D, w

subclass w- %) a3l ‘tortoises’

subclass w w- w- wok ‘shoes’

4.3.1. Classes consisting of two subclasses

The singular k, kw class
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The examples below illustrate that nouns with initial k and nouns
with initial kw (/k*/, pronounced [k"] in the isolated word) have the
same concord. Both nouns have singular reference. On the basis of
the first two criteria (concord and singular/plural reference) they
belong to the same noun class:

kapdrentun k-aat  ‘the lizard (sp.) has come’
kwalilin k-aat ‘the centipede has come’

The labialization in the second case is part of the class prefix, as can
be seen when the noun is put in another noun class in order to
express the plural. The plural forms shows that the labialization of k
is not part of the stem, but belongs to the class prefix:

k-apdrentiy/apdrentéy ‘lizard (sp.)/-s’
kw-alilin/alilin ‘centipede/-s’

My database has 24 singular or unpaired nouns with kw and ca. 175
with k. Both forms occur before a vowel 1, € and a. kw is not attested
before i, but this is probably a coincidence because cases of singular
k before an i-initial root are also only few (just three). Otherwise,
however, there are significant differences in the distribution of the
subclasses. Unlike k, kw is not attested before a and at least for some
speakers (including JS) there is a phonological restriction against kw
before u or u. A variant kwucidl of kucil ‘back’ is nevertheless
attested (see also chapter 2.1.2). There is no phonological restriction
against k preceding o —there are, for example, nouns with initial
stem vowel 9 in the plural k-class—, but no cases of the singular
subclass k before o are attested in pairs, while there are seven cases
of the subclass kw before an 2 in pairs. Combinations attested in
pairs of the subclasses k and kw and stem-initial vowels are listed
here:

Table 18 Combinations of singular k and kw with initial stem vowels

stem- | subclass k | translation subclass kw | translation
initial

vowel

i k-icit fruit of picit-tree
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I k-1pce nose kw-ira small piece of
wood or grass

u k-una ear (kwucal) back

1] k-uri branch

€ k-ero black spot from | kw-eré pointed stick

burning

p) kw-ok shoe

) k-orét cloth

a k-atruk goatskin bag kw-are marking line
on the ground

In unpaired nouns there is just one case of k before 5 (korakk3r
‘prison’) against two cases of kw before o (kwoni ‘residue of beer’
and kworok ‘guarding a field against animals’.

It is unclear how the lack of singular nouns with initial ko can be
explained. Perhaps, in a historical *k/*w-pair®, the plural class
prefix *w was reanalysed before stem-initial 5 as part of the stem,
resulting in singular nouns with an initial sequence k-wa instead of
k-0, which was later on reanalysed as kw-3. Subsequent loss of initial
w in some of the plural nouns may have led to the current pairs
which have kw/{J. The process may have happened also in plural
*w class nouns with stem-initial a, 1 and €, but more incidentally so,
especially in case of stem-initial 1 and &.%

The singular &, w class

The next examples illustrate that nouns with initial w and vowel-
initial nouns have the same concord. Both have singular reference.
On the basis of the first two criteria (concord and singular/plural
reference) they belong to the same noun class:

2 A proto-Talodi pair *g-/w- was proposed by Schadeberg (1981b, 113).

% There are just two nouns with kw before 1 and three with kw before e.
There are ten nouns of kw before a, however, two of these are unpaired.
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waj w-aat ‘the cow has come’
1li w-aat ‘the leader has come’

I consider nouns such as 1lf as having a J prefix, because a & prefix
paradigmatically relates to class prefixes (always consonants) of
other nouns. The singular ¢ subclass contains several loans (see
4.3.5). The nouns that are not (or not clearly) loans have plurals in
different classes and some of the plurals are (partially) suppletive
(see 4.3.5). The singular w-subclass has only two members, both
have suppletive plurals:

wai/kié ‘cow/-s’
wék/tacdk ‘leg, foot/legs, feet’

In the case of wai and wék, it is not clear from the singular/plural
opposition, nor from the concord (w-) what constitutes the class
prefix and what the stem. However, because other initial consonants
are always class prefixes, while nominal stems are always vowel-
initial, I consider w as a class prefix. Notably, wék can alternatively
be pronounced with an initial vowel: vék. It is then assigned to the
singular ¢ subclass.

The plural &, w class

Concords of the plural ¥, w class are illustrated here. wan ‘hair of a
human’ is a plural noun with collective meaning. It occurs next to a
singular noun denoting ‘a strand of hair’.

wan w-1p6k ‘the hair is white, blond’
aret w-1pGk ‘the cloths are white’

Plural nouns in the ) subclass are considerably more numerous than
plural nouns in the w-subclass.

Plurals with &, w pair up regularly with singulars in the k, kw class.
As in both cases there is variation between a prefix with a labial
element and a prefix without, it is interesting to see the distribution
of the variants in the class pairs.
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In the first place, singular k pairs up with plural ¥ (numbers of
attestations are given for all pairs in tables 19 and 20):

k/© k-apdrentéy/apdrentéy  ‘lizard (sp.)/-s’
kw corresponds both to w and to ¢ in the plural:

kw/O kw-alilin/alilin ‘centipede/-s’
kw/w kw-an/w-an ‘strand of human hair/human hair’

In addition, in some cases the plural noun fluctuates between being
w-initial and vowel-initial:

kw/w~ @ kw-an3k/w-an3k, an3k ‘moon/-s’

It is lexically determined whether a plural comes in the & or w-
subclass or in both. Nevertheless, the list below suggests that
monomoraic nouns tend to come in the w-subclass (but there is ok as
a variant of wak ‘shoes’).

kw-en/w-en ‘line of stones marking the boundary of a field’
kw-ét/w-£t ‘circle of roof skeleton’

kw-an/w-an ‘strand of human hair/hair (of human)
kw-ra/w-ira, ira  ‘small piece of wood or grass’
kw-ok/w-ok ‘shoe’

kw-ordtottdl/w-ordtottdl, ordtottdl  ‘k.o. vegetable’
kw-an3k/w-an3k, an3k ‘moon, month’
kw-eré/eré ‘pointed stick’

kw-arék/orék ‘black ant’

kw-atren/oren ‘piece of firewood/firewood’
kw-arikwii/oridri  ‘plant (sp., edible)’

kw-ar2l/9101 ‘cheek’

kw-alilin/alilin ‘centipede’

kw-ame/ame ‘tendon’

kw-are/ate ‘marking line on the ground’

kw-attara/attara ‘k.o. dance’
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4.3.2. Noun class pairs®

A singular noun class may form a pair with more than one plural
noun class, and vice versa. A table of pairs with many members is
given first, then a table of pairs with less than six members. The last
column gives the number of pairs in my database. Pairs with
(partially) suppletive stems have not been included, nor have cases in
which there was doubt about the acceptability of a number-related
counterpart.

Table 19 Noun class pairs with 6 or more members

(sub)class pair | example translation #
p/D p-ul/ul person/-s 64
p/k p-rra/k-ira tree/-s 45
c/k c-it/k-it eye/-s 11
c¢/m c-4/m-a head/-s 163
t/1 t-ordk/1-ordk rope/-s 85
t/n t-agak/n-anak worm/-s 70
@/n atdm/n-atdm book/-s 18
k/© k-ar3l/a151 tortoise/-s 143
kw/ O kw-an5k/an5k moon/-s 12
kw/w kw-an5k/w-an5k moon/-S 6
n/n p-attokk3l/n-attokk3l | k.o. calabash/-es | 83
700

Rarely occurring noun class pairs, with less than six attested cases,
follow here. In a few cases a noun class that is associated with
singular reference functions on the plural side in a pair, notably p, t,
and t, and in one case a noun class that is associated with plural
reference functions on the singular side (1).

Table 20 Noun class pairs with less than 6 members

(sub) pair of nouns translation #
class pair
p/t p-er/t-erd tree (sp.)/-s 2

% The class pairs are also listed in Smits (2011).
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(pL also k-erd)
p-oki/t-oki

ancestor, descendant/-s

p/m p-atok/m-atok stone/-s 2
p-ora/m-ara Tira person/-s
p/n p-akki/n-akki Nuba person from areas south- | 1
west of Lumun, across the
plains (incl. Dagik, Katcha,
Krongo)/-s
p/1 p-omparan/ Moro person/-s 1
l-omparan
kw/p kw-1an/p-1an small piece of firewood/small | 1
firewood
k/t k-upti/t-upt piece, pole of bamboo 3
/bamboo
k-amor/t-amor (grain of) sand/sand
k-ullin/t-ollin blade of grass (sp.)/grass (sp.) |1
kw/t kw-dcan/t-ocan leaf of edible plant (sp.)
/edible plant (sp.)
k/t k-ua/t-ua strand of hair/hair 1
kw/t kw-aco/t-aco blade of grass/grass (generic) 1
k/n k-ukks3/n-vkko unripe groundnut/-s 1
n/t p-omar/t-omar relative of father’s side, enemy, | 1
murder?’/-s
1/n l-opar/n-opar partridge/-s 1
D/k 1ke/k-1ke giraffe/-s 1
w/k wallir?®/kallir gazelle/-s 1
/1 utturu/l-utturu Otoro person/-s 1
D/n uvkul/p-uvkol child/children 1
20

%7 The term refers to those relative(s) to whom a man owes revenge, i.e. for
which one must kill and for which one must risk to be killed: this is the
group of family members on the father’s side. The term can also refer to the
people on whom revenge must be carried out (the enemy). It can also
denote ‘revenge killing’.

28 Also allir.
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There are a few pairs in which the stems of the singular and plural
nouns are not the same. In some cases the difference is very small, in
others the stems are completely suppletive.

Table 21 (Partly) suppletive pairs

(partly) suppletive pair | (sub)class pair | translation
p-apu/agapu p/D thing/-s
c-ardk/k-arak c/k belly, stomach, /bellies, -s
c-ikit/m-akit c¢/m heart/-s
c-apG/m-upi hole in the ground
k-upir/t-opir k/t sorghum stock/-s
opa/k-apa 0 /k piece of meat/meat®
w-ai/k-ié w/k COW/-S

imit/l-ic3k /1 goat/-s

w-ék/t-acdk w/t leg, foot/-s, feet
uvkén/np-adén D/n hand/-s, forearm/-s
1té/n-iré D/n adolescent girl/-s
(also regular: p-1r€)

Two more irregular pairs follow here:

comart/mart ‘bean/-s’
man/koman ‘room/house, house/-s’

One possibility is that these are m-initial stems with have,
respectively, a co and a ) prefix, and a @ and a ke-prefix. However,
the m-initial forms take m-concord, which means that m functions as
a noun class prefix. Moreover, the semantics of ‘beans’ is typically
associated with the (plural) noun class prefix m-, namely numerous
roundish items. It seems much more likely that comart, denoting a
single bean, is a case of a double prefix (co-m-ait). Also komdn may
have a double prefix (ko-m-3n) rather than a stem that vacillates
between an m-initial and a vowel-initial form. k- is not only a
singular prefix, but also a plural prefix in the c¢-/k- class, a class in

» opa/kopa can refer to the meat of both domestic and wild animals, but
also to ‘game’: larger wild animals that are hunted for meat.
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which some paired body parts are found. The notion of a unit
consisting of composing parts may have played a role in the pair
man/koamdn. kamdn can refer to plural houses, but also to the
constellation of buildings or rooms that together form the typical
Lumun homestead.

4.3.3. Unpaired nouns

All prefixes, with the exception of n, are found on unpaired nouns
nouns as well, and no other class prefixes than those found in the
pairs are attested on unpaired nouns.

Some examples of unpaired nouns follow here. The number of
attestations of unpaired nouns with a certain prefix is given in the
last column. Locative nouns (with various prefixes) and unpaired
nouns with the t-prefix that are derived from verbs and adjectives
have not been counted. Denominal derivations in the t- and k-classes
(abstractions and languages) have been included, as well as loans.
Cases in which there was doubt or difference of opinion about the
noun being unpaired have not been included.

Table 22 Unpaired nouns

(sub)class | unpaired noun translation #
p purucé fog 14
t trak suffering 18
t ti (period(s) of) hunger 2
c caps ground 7
k ka body, bodies 15
kw kwa chaff 5
m migok bush, uncultivated land 10
n nunti fine-grained soil 6
] pili leadership 1
1 licert threshing floor(s) 3
w wé calabash(es) or pot(s) for |1
fermenting flour and water
@ accar tea 7
89
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For several unpaired nouns a singular/plural opposition is not
particularly relevant in view of their semantics; an example of such a
case is purucé ‘fog’. Some other cases are loans which have resisted
singular or plural formation in another class (see section 4.9). In the
case of ka ‘body’ absence of a noun *a ‘bodies’ could be explained
from a phonological restriction: there are no nouns consisting of just
a single vowel. In an incidental case, the noun is easily countable but
lacks a singular/plural opposition. An example is lométto ‘bull(s)
with very short horns’. A possible explanation is that this word with
noun class prefix 1, a prefix that is associated with plural reference, is
a loan from an unidentified language that has resisted singular
formation in the t-class (the pair t-/1- being associated with long
shape).

There is no particular reason to regard the classes of unpaired nouns
as different from those figuring in the pairs. In general, noun classes
are able to host nouns with deviating number-related semantics, as
will be exemplified in section 4.3.4.

In some cases there was doubt whether or not a number-related
counterpart could be formed according to a certain class pair, and
sometimes there was difference of opinion about this between
speakers. In some cases a consultant said that it would in principle be
possible to make a plural but that people did not use that form. Some
examples follow here:

koanan/?enan ‘wind’
gome/?pame  ‘sound of crying, tear(s)’
torit/?logit ‘food’

4.3.4. Nouns and number*
Nouns in class pairs basically signal singular versus plural reference

of the noun. In some cases the singular has an additional meaning
that refers to an entity that contains plural units of the item:

%0 Nouns and number are more extensively discussed in Smits (2011).
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cuccii/muccii  ‘bead, necklace/beads, necklaces’
patok/matok  ‘stone, country/stones, countries’

In the next case, it is the plural that also denotes an object that
contains plural units of the item:

karmgkarin/arinarin  ‘bell/bells, musical instrument made of bells
(row of bells on a bow)’

For some foodstuffs that consist of discrete items the plural is used to
denote the foodstuff as a semantic collective, for others the singular.
Some examples:

SG/PL, COLL

cil/mil ‘grain of sorghum/sorghum’
kaloppatéra/aleppatira ‘tomato/tomatoes’

(< Sud. Ar. al-banadoora)
opa/kapa ‘piece of meat/meat’

(also: ‘animal hunted for meat/game’)

The case of ‘beans’ is recalled here (mentioned in 4.3.2), in which the
singular noun class prefix c is attached before the plural prefix m-,
with inserted 3 to solve the disallowed consonant cluster:

comait/mart ‘bean/beans’
SG, COLL/PL

tn/lGn  ‘onion(s) (unit or collective)/onions (units or amounts)’

cokuri/mokori  ‘edible plant (sp., unit or collective)/edible plant
(sp., units or amounts)

kepin/epm ‘edible plant (generic, unit or collective)/ edible
plants (units or amounts)

The sentence below illustrates that some food items are referred to
by the singular in a pair, others by the plural. In the following
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examples, the class prefixes of these food items have been explicitly
glossed as singular noun class (SGC) or plural noun class (PLC):

keccGk k-5no6 agopu  w-oppst amm.akka
market c-have things Cc-many like

t-in  ana l-uma ana k-opa

sGc-onion and PLC-lumu_roots and PLC-meat

the market has many things such as onions, lumu-roots and meat

In cases in which the singular not only refers to a single unit but also
to the items as a group, the plural can denote not only a number of
separate units, but also a number of amounts, and it can be used in
order to refer to different kinds of the foodstuff.

In the following examples, the plural of ‘onion’ (liin) is preferred:

Iin m-moal m-era
onions with-sacks  c-two

two sacks of onions

modl m-gra  m-3-lan
sacks c-two c-of-onions

two sacks of onions

Iin l-era tit
onions C-two in:ABS

the onions are of two kinds (or: there are two kinds of onions)

In the case of ‘sand’ both the singular and the plural can refer to
‘sand’ as a collective entity. The plural can also denote amounts of
sand.

kamor/tamor ‘grain of sand, sand/sand, amounts or kinds of sand’
Nouns referring to cohesive substances (liquid, semi-liquid and

mashed substances) are typically denoted by singulars. Some
examples from different noun classes follow here. In the translations,
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the mass noun-meanings are underlined. The plurals can refer to
amounts of the mass, or different kinds of the mass.

cokal ‘grain of sesame, sesame plant, sesame paste’
mokal ‘sesame (seeds or plants), amounts or kinds of sesame paste’

kappentina ‘groundnut, groundnut tree, groundnut paste /
appentina ‘groundnuts, groundnut trees, amounts or kinds of
groundnut paste’

(Semi-)liquid substances very often come in the class pair n/n. A
plural can virtually always be formed and refers to amounts
(portions) or different kinds of the substance.

pati/part ‘water/amounts, kinds of water’

gucul/gucul  ‘sauce/amounts, kinds of sauce’

napak/gapak ‘beer/amounts, kinds of beer’

nucclk, nicedk/nuccdk, nicedk ‘blood/amounts, kinds of blood’
guri/puri ‘asida/amounts, kinds of asida’

Nouns referring to non-cohesive substances with discrete small and
roundish particles tend to come in the class pair ¢/m. The noun in
the c-class refers to a single unit, the noun in the m-class to a larger
amount (a non-cohesive mass).

cil/mil ‘sorghum seed, sorghum plant/sorghum (seeds or plants)’
€ore/more ‘seed/-s’

Unit/collective pairs are also found in the k/J and in the kw/Q@
pairs, for example:

kakucci/aktcei ‘coin/money’
kworen/aren ‘piece of firewood/firewood’

In some of the class pairs with less than six members (table 20) the
basically singular classes p, t, and t refer to non-cohesive masses or
collectives with discrete particles, while a single unit comes in one of
the subclasses k or kw. It seems that the singular subclasses k and
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kw, more than other singular classes, have the ability to denote a
single unit from a collective outside the context of the class pairs in
which they normally occur (k/& and kw/©). Formation of a unit
noun in these cases gave rise to the irregular pairs. Examples include:

kwian/pian ‘small piece of firewood/small firewood’
kamor/tamor  ‘grain of sand/sand’
kwaco/taco ‘blade of grass/grass’

The language does not usually apply a specific word for a typical
grouping of certain items. Mostly, just the plural (or in some cases
the singular) is used and the grouping is inferred from the context or
understood from what is usually the case.

English expression Lumun class pair

a bundle of firewood oten kworen/aren ‘piece of
firewood/firewood’

a flock of goats licsk imit/licdk ‘goat/-s’

a swarm of bees aon kaun/aun ‘bee/-s’

Typical groups can nevertheless be stated, at least in some cases.
Some examples:

cupkut c->-ul
crowd c-of-people

a crowd of people

kotuk k-o-kié

fenced_place_for _livestock c-of-cows

a herd of cows (not necessarily within the fence)

ca c-3ren
head c-of.firewood

a bundle of firewood (lit.: a head of firewood)

Abstract nouns in the t-class (most often but not always derived from
verbs) are typically unpaired, but abstract nouns in other classes tend
to have a singular/plural opposition. In the case of pore, ‘laziness’,
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the singular noun is used when the abstraction is associated with just
one person, the plural when it is associated with plural persons:

-ore p-ulluk  ép-p-i p-a-kk-w-3nu

sGc-laziness c-only DEM-C-NEARSP C-cop-3-C-have

this is just laziness of his, hers (lit.: laziness only this is (which) s/he has)

n-ore n-ulluk  ép-p-i N-a-n-t-no

PLC-laziness c-only DEM-C-NEARSP C-coP-3A-C-have

this is just laziness of theirs (lit.: laziness only this is (which) they have)

In the case of tor, ‘appetite’, the singular and the plural noun are
both possible when the abstraction is associated with just one person:

t-or t-okkwot-in  éré m-p-a.t3kd  kdpa
sGc-appetite  c-kill:compL-01 like 1-C-eat:INCOMPL meat

I am craving for meat (lit.: appetite has killed me as if T will eat meat)

n-or n-okkwot-in éré m-p-a.rakd kdpa
pLC-appetite c-kill:coMPL-01 like 1-C-eat:INCOMPL meat

I am craving for meat (lit.: appetite has killed me as if T will eat meat)

However, when the appetite is associated with more than one person,
only the plural of ‘appetite’ can be used:

kopa k-ip1e ol n-or
meat c-make_obtain:INCOMPL people PLC-appetite

meat makes people have appetite (for it) (i.e. makes people want to eat it)
4.3.5. Noun class pairs and semantics

Certain semantic notions tend to be concentrated in specific class
pairs. This section gives an overview of clusters of semantic content
found in the frequently occurring class pairs. These semantic notions
will be mentioned in italics and exemplified. All pairs except the
strongly semantically specialized p/k class pair (trees and shrubs)
contain items with miscellaneous semantics as well - examples of
such items are provided also. Some special attention is given to
nouns denoting people (including ethnonyms), animals, body parts,
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and abstract nouns. The ©¥/n class pair lacks semantic clustering.
Most of its members are loans, assigned to this pair on phonological
grounds. The semantic clusters found in the Lumun pairs have clear
similarities with those observed in Acheron (Norton 2000).

p/D
people, miscellaneous

The pair contains several nouns denoting people, including generic
pul/ul ‘person’ and the ethnonyms for the Lumun (parrd/arrd) and
some neighbouring Nuba peoples (pappd/appd ‘Tocho’,
patremé/aremé ‘Acheron’). Other words for people in this class pair
include: porit/orit ‘young man’, pucdy/uvcdy ‘barren woman’,
panan/anan ‘adult woman without children’, prak/1ak ‘orphan, poor
person’, potan/aran ‘name sharer’, paratan/aatan ‘wealthy
person’, pamit/amit ‘traditional healer’, pInnit/mnit
‘singer/composer’, poruokd/orokd ‘friend’, pore/ore ‘husband’,
pari/ari ‘wife’, puruokdn/uvrukdn ‘co-wife’. Kinship terms have the
persona prefix 3- and form plurals through a process of suffixation:
they are not members of a class pair, see section 4.10. The vocatives
of these nouns, however, lack the 3-prefix and are in most cases p-
initial.

The pair includes the general word for ‘thing’ papu/apu, which
denotes objects but can also be used for animals, plants and fruits. It
further contains several words for animals, including some generic
animal terms: papé€/apé ‘fish’, pugupé/vrupé ‘bird’, pavn/avn ‘rat’
and pipil/ipil ‘snake’. Other animals include paropél/aropél ‘ape
(gorilla?)’, palla/alla ‘cat’, pimon/imdon ‘porcupine’, poartt/ariit
‘ostrich’, pocar/ocay ‘lizard (sp.)’, pririmampiriman/igimanfgiman
‘spider’, parak/arak ‘fly’, some further insects and also some species
of birds.

The class pair p/@ contains the (central) body parts peré/eré ‘chest’
and parét/arit ‘waist’. It also contains puratét/oratit ‘area between
the buttocks’. It further has some miscellaneous items such as
parit/arit ‘granary’, parrok/arrok ‘chair’, pakkuk/akkuk ‘hiccup’,
parran/arran ‘stick (of shovel)’, plig/liy ‘storage rack’, potdn/otdn
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‘k.o. basket’, parantan/arantay ‘k.o. calabash’, patokkara/atokkara
‘k.o. pumpkin’, porémpdrén/oréndrén ‘lyre’ and pokk3dri/okkdrr
‘sorghum (sp.)’.

p/k
trees and shrubs

The class pair p/k is semantically strongly specialized. All words but
one refer to species of woody plants (trees, shrubs) and it has the
generic word for ‘tree’ pira/kira. Some examples of species of trees
and bushes are: poro/kord ‘tree (sp.), paromd/karomd ‘tree (sp.)’,
pakek/kakek ‘bush (sp., poisonous, with bright pink flowers)’. Some
more examples are given in 4.3.6. The only word in this pair with a
somewhat different meaning is poa/kva ‘stick, cane (used for
beating)’, denoting an item cut from a shrub. Virtually all attested
trees and shrubs come in this class. One tree, p-ers, can have its
plural not only in the k-class but also in the t-class (k-erd or t-erd).

c/k
body parts

This class pair has only eleven members. Six denote body parts:
cardk/koardk ‘belly, stomach’, cimmik/kimmik ‘breast’, coman/
komoan ‘arm’, calak/kalak ‘neck’, cipit/kinit ‘tooth’, cit/kit ‘eye’.
The pair also contains cana/kana ‘grinding table’, cé/ké ‘stone for
grinding’, and corik/karak (sometimes cardk/kardk) ‘opening,
hole’. Similar to Acheron (Norton 2000), the word ‘opening, hole’
concerns openings or holes in structures such as a wall or a cloth, or
in the ear, nose or lip, but not holes in the ground. The variant corék
is used in the expression that refers to the anus: caruk cd-puratit,
lit. ‘hole of the area between the buttocks’). The pair furthermore has
cintan/ kintay ‘bird(sp.)’ and culd/kuld ‘part of sorghum stock
(without top) with sweet taste (like sugar cane)’.

c/m
round or roundish items, sometimes in combination with being numerous,
miscellaneous



142 CHAPTER 4

Round or roundish items include cin/min ‘egg’, calle/malle ‘ball’,
cirtd/mirid ‘bracelet’, compoérag/mompdiran ‘ring in the top of the
roof, courukol/mugukol ‘gathering of people in a circle’,
cipki/migki ‘sun’, collakkér/moallakkér ‘skeleton of the roof’,
cordl/morol ‘big stone, rock’, cattak/mattak ‘middle size stone’.
The general term ‘stone’ has its plural in the m-class, but the singular
comes in the p-class (patok/matok). Some round(ish) calabashes are
found in this pair (cakk3dldk/makk3ldk, cakkSny/makkdy,
cattak/mattak), but also a type of calabash with a long neck:
coru/motou. This word is also used for ‘bottle’. The pair includes
(roundish) fruits and seeds, and food stuffs that consist of numerous
roundish items such as cil/mil ‘grain of sorghum’, comait/mart
‘bean’ (irregular pair, see 4.3.2, 4.3.4), cokal/makal ‘sesame’,
core/more ‘seed as stored for the next season’. It also has some edible
plants and some kinds of roots. A non-food item which shares the
notion of being roundish and numerous is catot/matot ‘star, hail
stone’.

Several body parts occur in this class pair, not all of them (clearly)
sharing the property of roundness. They include cad/ma ‘head’,
cikit/makit ‘heart’, coken/maken ‘lower back’, cur€/moré ‘buttock’,
carrG/marré ‘kidney’, comdn/momdn ‘womb’, citi/migi ‘vagina’,
cotuok/moguk ‘penis’, comian/moumian ‘bone (generic)’, cerén
/merén ‘chest bone’, cippa/mippa ‘shoulder blade’, catitr/matrtr
‘pelvic joint’, capardt/mapardt ‘knee cap’, corellé/moarellé ‘hip’,
cin/min ‘thigh’, corollan/marollan ‘calf’, cabn/madn ‘finger’.

This class pair contains some ethnonyms and nouns for people:
cotté/muttd ‘Arab’, cepké/mepgké ‘Dinka’, coruma/moruma ‘person
without a spouse’, cokonta/mokanta ‘supporting girl (in initiation
ceremonies)’. It also has some animals: some birds, some rat species,
some insects, compoéran/mompdiray ‘monkey (sp.)’, cipa/mipa
‘feline (sp., lynx?)’ and cimanteri/mimoanter{ ‘hedgehog’. It also has
the word for the needles of the hedgehog: corra/morra.

Miscellaneous items include: cagdn/mordy ‘mountain’, cagl/mart
‘day, time’, corontdn/maprontdry) ‘vertical pole in the roof, and
copSk/mop3k ‘arrow’.
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t/1
elongated objects, miscellaneous

Single t-class: disgusting things (in some cases t/1 pair), abstractions
(relations between people, behaviour)

The pair contains several words for elongated objects or items such
as todk/lordk ‘rope’, tupord/lupord ‘valley’, tumpil/lompil
‘rainbow’, toka/laka ‘root (generic term), muscle’, tontara/lontard
‘type of calabash with a long neck’, tipil/lipil ‘horn (body part of
animal), tipil/lipil ‘horn (musical instrument)’.

Body parts found here include tulldyn/lollSy ‘throat’, ture/lute
‘tongue’, tonket/logket ‘erected penis’, totté/lutté ‘navel, umbilical
cord’, tagumdn/lagumdn ‘chin’, tugkwe/luogkwe ‘liver’, and ton/lon
‘mouth, word’. An elongated shape is not evident in all of them.

Animals include some with an elongated shape such as tull3r/1oll5r
‘mudfish (sp.)’ (dangerous, potentially lethal animal, can be eaten)
and tollerdk/lullerdk ‘lizard (sp., with stripes)’, but lizard species
are also found in other class pairs. The pair contains several animals
where elongated shape does not seem to play a role, including:
tonpkwat/logkwat ‘sheep’, tordma/lerdma ‘ram’, tepa/lepa ‘lion’
takkarottakkaruk/lakkarullakkaruk ‘butterfly’, tamotte/tamoGtte
‘bat (sp.)’, takoardk/lakarslk ‘chicken’, tokkotak/lskkotak ‘rooster’,
tok/16k ‘dog’, tuuli/luvuli ‘hyena (?, sp.)*.

The class pair has some nouns for people: tomdced/lomoced ‘old
man’, tomoré/lomogé ‘transvestite’ and tara/laro ‘one person of
twins/twins’.

Miscellaneous items include tik/lik ‘fire’, tipa/lipa ‘marriage’,
toput/luput ‘year’, tordk/lordk ‘war’, toruopa /lorupa ‘mixture of
flour and water left to ferment (for the preparation of beer)’,

31 Possibly a hyena species, but less clearly so than napkdr, which was
described as a dog-like scavenger, spotted and with short hind legs.
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taporittinak/laparittinak ‘mixture of water and ground groundnuts,
resulting from cleaning the grinding table’, tiran/liran ‘flour (k.o.)’.

Some words in the t-class refer to ‘slimy, disgusting things’. At least
some of them have sound symbolic value. toller ‘egg yolk, chicken
shit’ and talla ‘slime from the lungs, lung disease’ (words lacking a
singular/plural opposition) were described as tall ‘yuck!, ich!’, an
ideophonic word combined with a facial expression expressing a
feeling of disgust. Other words referring to ‘slimy, disgusting things’
and involving long 1 are tulla ‘messed-up food, food eaten in a dirty
way’ and the earlier mentioned mudfish tull3r/lull3r. Though eaten
and appreciated as a delicacy by some, many regard it as disgusting.
Some slimy, disgusting things involve a rhotic sound: turrdt ‘rotten
smell’, tirdt ‘mould’, tutér/1utér ‘stomach content’.

Apart from the ‘disgusting items’, there are some further (non-
derived) unpaired nouns in the t-class. Some of these refer to
behaviour and emotions. Examples: tukki ‘hiding in ambush’, tardr
‘behaviour and occupations associated with men’, totit ‘joy’,
tokupkon ‘trouble making’, talokikkik ‘dodging behaviour’, tardk
‘working party of grown up people’, tatéma ‘ritual, traditional
procedure’, tokukkor ‘dirt on top of water’.

The t-class also contains some nouns that bear a relationship to
kinship terms with the persona prefix (see 4.10). These nouns refer to
the type of relationship or to people standing in a type of
relationship, not to specific individuals. An example is toki
‘grandparent and grandchild (i.e. kind of relationship), ancestry,
descendance’. Further examples are given in 4.3.6. These nouns are
basically unpaired, but may allow for the formation of a singular(!)
in the p-class. *

Verbs allow for the derivation of a verbal noun in the t-class, as do
several adjectives (see 4.6.1 and 4.6.3). Such nouns are unpaired.

32 See also Smits (2012).
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t/n
grasses and wiry materials, miscellaneous

The pair contains the generic term tata/nata ‘leaf’ and a few grass
species. It also has some words that relate to (wiry) plant materials:
tommak/nemma3k ‘bark’, tupkwan/nupgkway ‘dress made of bark’,
taratta/naratta ‘remaining fibres of sorghum (traditionally used for
cleaning calabashes)’, ticcit/niccit ‘husk of sesame’, tica/nica ‘(heap
of) plant waste’, tapdk/nandk ‘fibres for chewing (of sugarcane or
tobacco), also: ‘honeycomb’, tun€/nuné ‘bird’s nest’, tuttd/nutti
‘dung’, tomama/namama ‘material inside of a pumpkin’.

Some items seem to share a notion of hollow space: tup6/nups ‘hole
in the ground, grave’, ton/nd1 ‘space under the granary’.

Body parts include tottdk/nattdk ‘placenta’, tegrmak/nerimak ‘tooth
gum’, tomaté/namaté ‘upper part of the foot’.

Terms for people are not attested in this pair. Animals found here
include tutteruk/nutteruk ‘pig’, topok/nmapak ‘worm (generic)’,
tollodn/nallodén  ‘caterpillar  (sp.)’, tallapSk/nallap5k  ‘frog
(generic)’, tapkeron/napkerony frog (sp.), tepki/nepgkr ‘eagle’,
tori/noti ‘cobra’, toropa/moropa ‘lizard (sp.)’, tamout/namot ‘rat
(sp.)’ and takkountdkkop/nakkonnakkor ‘mosquito’.

Abstract nouns include toré/naré€ ‘fear’, tor/nor ‘appetite’, toré/noré
stinginess, tamdt/namdt ‘sexual desire’. ti ‘hunger, period(s) of
hunger’ is an unpaired noun in the t-class.

Other words include tugaot/norot ‘upright edge of the grinding table’,
totte/notte ‘cloud’, toé/nué ‘stream, river’, tdk/ndk ‘waterplace’,
tuopet/nupet ‘terrace (in agriculture)’, toranék/maronék ‘shade’,
teme/neme ‘hook’, tukid/nukia ‘head pad (for carrying heavy loads
on the head)’.
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D/n
loans

This class pair contains mainly loans from Arabic that have been
borrowed together with the definite article al- (see section 4.9).

Two items are probably loans from Tira: mi/nili ‘leader’ and
oril/noril ‘deaf person’. Tira has eli/neli ‘chief and the adjective
-uraril ‘deaf, dumb (Schadeberg 2009, p. 109). Three further items
in this pair are milla/nigilla ‘person with both legs paralysed’,
omat3n/numatdn ‘elephant’ and uren/noren ‘necklace’. They may
be borrowings as well.

k/©
tools and instruments, language names, miscellaneous

Language names all come in this pair (see section 4.3.6). It has
several tools and instruments including kirék/mrék ‘hoe’, koré/oré
‘tool for the removal of sorghum stocks’, katGk/atGk ‘spear’,
koarittay /orittay ‘knife’, kappari/appari ‘spoon’, kbmmok/vmmuok
‘pot’, kapi/apfi ‘cooking pot’.

Body parts include kuctl/ucil ‘back’, kunt/una ‘ear’, kipce/imce
‘nose’, kotdt/utdt ‘lip’, kico/1ed ‘pubic area’, kogko/vgko ‘knee’,
kouprt/onprt ‘rib’, kartki/ariki ‘upper arm’. Some animal body parts:
kutaccd/uraced ‘wing’, kuttik/uttik ‘tail’.

Animals tend to be lower species, including some insects for example
kara/ara ‘tick’ and karé/aré ‘bedbug’. The pair also includes
kapdrenton/apdrentoy ‘lizard (sp.)’, kunti/unii ‘scorpion’,
koromekku/aroamekku ‘bat (sp.)’, kardl/ar3l ‘tortoise’, kit/it ‘wild
chicken’.

Nouns for people are koallan/sllan ‘old woman’, kuré/uré ‘left-
handed person’ (also ‘left side’), kieSk/1c5k ‘person with one
functioning eye’, kimic5/1mic3 ‘person with one functioning leg’.
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Food items include kappentina/appentina ‘groundnut’, kepu/epu
‘mushroom’, kepm/epin ‘edible plant (generic)’.

Miscellaneous items include koymmi/oyimi ‘large, flat stone’,
karran/arrayg ‘wall’, korét/arét ‘cloth’, kapik/apik ‘rain, God’,
kuné/uné ‘song’, kurd/ura ‘open space for dancing, dancing party’.

kw/@ and kw/w
miscellaneous, some body parts, some insects

The nouns in this pair were listed in section 4.3.1. Body parts are
kwan/wan ‘strand of human hair’, kworal/ordl ‘cheek’ and
kwame/ame ‘tendon’. Two insects are found in this pair:
kwalilin/alflin ‘centipede’ and kworék/orék ‘black ant’. It also has
the moon kwan3k/(w)an3k. No language names or nouns referring
to persons are attested here.

p/n
liquids, young or small animals, small-sized items, intangibles,
miscellaneous

Most liquids are found here: poti/port ‘water’, ndén/ndén ‘dew’,
pacdk/nacdk ‘mud’, bodily fluids such as puccOk/npoccdk (also
piccSk/nicedk) ‘blood’, nuttetta/nottetta ‘sweat’, naé/naé ‘urine’,
piparik/niparik ‘diarrhea’, pdk/ndk ‘saliva’, pimmik/nimmik
‘human milk’, and liquid food and beverages such as noi/not ‘milk’,
gopak/popak ‘beer’, pucul/nucul ‘sauce’, poré/paré ‘honey’,
paak/paak ‘oil’ and pergia/nergia ‘k.o. watery root (eaten raw)’. The
pair contains pugli/nurh ‘asida’, the stiff sorghum porridge that
constitutes the local staple food, and also pataré/nataré ‘brain’.

Several words, particularly with an initial sequence pa- (plural pa-),
convey a notion of smallness. There is no doubt a connection to the
diminutive morpheme pa- (see 4.5.1), but the words listed below
lack a corresponding noun without pa.
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parokkuk/parokkuk?? ‘baby, young child’
patotik/natorik, parstorik/parsturik ‘piglet (with stripes)’
pali/pali ‘fish (sp., small size)’
apari/napoari ‘ant (sp., small size)’
parakottdy/narakottsy ‘ant (sp., small size)’
parakan/narokar ‘bird (sp., small size)’
pattottape/npattottape ‘bird (sp., small size)’
pacakkik/nacakkik ‘lizard (sp., small size)’
pattokk3l/nattokksl ‘k.o. calabash (small size)’
paldntun/naldntoy ‘k.o. basket (small size)’
palomparara/nalomporara ‘k.o. axe (small size)’
pallacacca/nallacacca ‘magician’s stick (short)’

Some words for young animals do not have an initial sequence
pa/na:

pumin/nomin ‘young goat’
gumpatrdy/nompardn ‘calf at the stage of sucking’

Other animals in the 1/n class pair (not all of them small) include:
guran/noray ‘rat (sp.)’, patarapé/ paterapé ‘rabbit’, gurak/nporak
monkey (sp.), nagkér/nagkor ‘hyena’ (sp., spotted), prttipit/pittiprt
‘billy goat’, peripka/neripka ‘donkey’, pura/nura ‘bull’. Small-sized
animals are also found in other class pairs.

The pair also has intangible/abstract nouns such as npoare/nore
‘laziness’, gare/?nare ‘work’, guré/noré ‘joking, mockery’, pica/nica
‘dance (generic term)’, npome/?name ‘cry, tear, sound (of animal)’,
parama/narama ‘prayer’, gappa/napps ‘hunt (of one person with
dog or of small party)’** and the unpaired noun nili ‘leadership’.

Miscellaneous items are relatively few in this pair, but include
gutu/noro ‘dirt’, pentora/pantara ‘drum’, gumat/nomat ‘thorny

3 According to JS not an originally Lumun word.

34 pappa/néapp», with its unusual tone pattern, may be borrowed from Tira,
which has abstract nouns in the p-class and a verb apo ‘take’ (Schadeberg
2009, p. 21, 112).
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bush’, gumourra/npomorra ‘arm shield held, for protecting arm and
head’.

Singular w and singular &
Edible animals

One more semantic cluster is worth mentioning, though the nouns
are few, divided over the singular w and & classes, and have
(suppletive) plurals in different classes. It concerns wild and domestic
edible animals. Four of them have a plural in the k-class:

imit/lic3k ‘goat/-s’
omatin/numatdn ‘elephant/-s’

tke/kike ‘giraffe/-s’
opa/kapa ‘piece of meat, animal hunted for meat/meat, game’
wai/kié ‘cow/-s’

wallir, allir/kallir ‘gazelle/-s’

This small group is interesting in view of Schadeberg’s (1981b, p.
119) reconstruction of the items ‘cow’, ‘goat’ and ‘meat’ in a proto-
Talodi class pair *w/*g, and his remark that Stevenson’s (1957, p.
134-135) data suggest that there were still other (edible) animals in
this class pair. Norton (2000) lists some cognate (edible) animals in
the class pairs w/g and w/n of Acheron.

4.3.6. Class prefixes as derivational tools

Trees or shrubs and their fruits

Virtually all trees occur in the class pair p/k. Their fruits have the
same root, but go to different noun classes. Many occur in the pair
¢/m, others in the pair k/@ (the plural of the tree and the singular
of the fruit are thus homonyms). One fruit comes in the pair t/1 and
one in t/n. The fruits in the class pair ¢/m are typically round or
roundish, the one in the pair t/1 has a longitudinal shape. The fruits
in the pair k/@ do not seem to share specific properties. The pair
contains fruits that are small and numerous, but also bigger ones.



150 CHAPTER 4

tree (or shrub or woody vine)* fruit

parat/karot ‘baobab’ corot/marot
pups/kopd ‘tree (sp.)’ copé/mopd
parompdn/koromp3dy ‘vine (sp.)’  corompn/morompin
pitinkil/kitinkil ‘tree (sp.)’ citipkil/mitipkil
parut/karut ‘tree (sp.)’ corut/marut
paman/kaman ‘tree (sp.)’ caman/maman
pai/kai ‘tamarind’ tai/lai
paratén/karatén ‘tree (sp.)’ karatén/aratén
punniir/kunnir ‘tree (sp.)’ kunnir/unniir
picit/kicit ‘tree (sp.)’ kicit/icit
pua/koa ‘tree (sp.)’ kova/va
putopb/korupd ‘tree (sp.)’ toropd/noropd

In the following case the word for the (edible) leaf has the same root
as the word for the tree. The word for the leaf lacks a singular/plural
opposition:

tree leaf
potiat/koriat ‘tree (sp.)’ torrat

Another case in which tree (and fruit) and leaf are clearly related is
the following:

parot/karot ‘boabab tree’ koot

koot ‘leaf, leaves of baobab’ suggests a development from *kw-agot
or *kw-orot.3¢

Sometimes the word for the tree is used when reference is made to
the whole of the fruits that are still on the tree, as in the second

% Some species that are translated as ‘tree (sp.)’ may rather be shrubs.

% Sequences kwo are not attested. A sequence kwd can alternatively be
pronounced as ko.
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example below. In the first example, in which the word for the fruit
is used, reference is made to a specific fruit.

caman c-ote ana c-ikkako
caman_fruit  c-red and c-be_drunk:INCOMPL

the caman-fruit is ripe and can be eaten

paman p-ore ana p-ikkako
paman_tree c-red and c-be_drunk:INCOMPL

the fruits of the paman-tree are ripe and can be eaten
People and abstractions in the t-class

Some nouns that refer to people (mostly but not exclusively in the
p/@ class pair), and abstract nouns in the t-class share the same
roots. These abstract nouns are unpaired. Whether or not there is an
abstraction next to a paired noun that refers to a kind of person is
lexically determined. Attested cases:

é/niré, nigé ‘adolescent girl’

tiré ‘behaviour and occupations associated with girls’
(i.e. making oneself pretty, making one’s room look
nice, etc.)

pari/ari ‘wife’

tari ‘behaviour and occupations associated with women’

(i.e. keeping the house clean, cooking food, etc.)

pamit/amit ‘traditional healer’
tamit ‘traditional healing’

pagatan/agatan ‘rich person’
taratan ‘wealth’

purokd/vrokd  ‘friend’
torokd ‘friendship’
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p1ak/1ak ‘orphan, poor person’
trak ‘suffering’

There are also cases of kinship and relational nouns that share their
root with an abstract noun. Kinship and relational terms have the
persona prefix 3- when denoting specific persons (unless in the
vocative), and form plurals through suffixation instead of through
change of noun class (see 4.10). In several kinship and relational
nouns the class prefix p can be recognized. The same roots with the
t-prefix (instead of the p-prefix) refer to the kind of relationship.
Nouns with the t-prefix do not have the persona prefix 35-.

toki ‘grandparent and grandchild (i.e. kind of relationship in which
people stand to each other), ancestry, descendance’

o-paki (PL o-paki-5n) ‘grandparent, grandchild, ancestor, descendant
(i.e. a specific person)’

tité ‘in-laws of different generation (kind of relationship)’
2-pité (PL 2-p1te-5n) ‘in-law of different generation (specific person)’

toren ‘maternal uncle and nephew or niece of maternal uncle (kind
of relationship)™’

orén  ‘maternal uncle, nephew or niece of maternal uncle (specific
person)’

torin ‘in-laws of same generation (kind of relationship)’
otin ‘in-law of same generation (specific person)’

An example follows here with a kinship noun that refers to a specific
person, then an example with the noun that refers to the relationship:

%7 In this case and the next, the difference in tone between the nouns in the
t-class and the 2-initial kinship terms reveal that the persona prefix 3, which
brings a high tone, is present in the nouns denoting a specific person but
absent from the noun denoting the relationship. The shared roots have an
initial o (as is apparent from the vocative forms) and low tones.
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o-kin a-pakr p-1p-p5n
PERS-3A PERS-grandparent C-POSS1-PL

they are my grandparents

2-kin
PERS-3A

toki
grandparent_and_grandchild

153

they are grandparent and grandchild to each other

Peoples and languages

Languages are productively derived in the k-class, irrespective of the
class pair of the ethnonym. The autonym of the Lumun comes in the
p/ class pair, as do the ethnonyms for the immediate and
linguistically closely related neighbours Tocho, Acheron and Torona.
Other peoples come in other class pairs.

‘Lumun, mother tongue’

karrs k-arrd ‘mother tongue of the

person / people language
parrd/arrd karrd
pappd/appd kapp3
paremé/aremé koremé
parond/arond kapond
patra/mora kota
pampoaran/lomparan komparan
utturu/lutturu kuttugu
pakki/npakki kakki
cenké/menké kepké
cotts/mottd kotto

Lumun people’
‘Tocho’
‘Acheron’
‘Torona’

‘Tira Lumun and Tira’

‘Moro’

‘Otoro’

‘Nuba peoples south and south-
west of the Lumun, across the
plain (amongst others Dagik,
Katcha, Krongo)’

‘Dinka’
‘Arab Sudanese’
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Other nominal roots occurring in more than one singular/plural pair, or
in a singular/plural pair and as unpaired noun

Further examples of roots that occur in noun classes that change the
meaning of the word in a way that is not number-related follow here.

cimmik/kimmik ‘breast’
pimmik/nimmik ‘human milk’
tadk/laak ‘sesame paste’ (after the oil has been pressed out)

padk/npadk ‘oil/amounts, kinds of oil’ (not necessarily sesame oil)

i/nili ‘leader’

pili ‘leadership’

kops/ops ‘hole in rock where water gathers’

topG/nopd ‘hole in the ground, grave’

copG/mupoi ‘hole in the ground (not big) to keep a
small child safely in place, or for a large
calabash of beer to stay upright’

capo ‘ground’

kapsG/aps ‘small hole for planting the sorghum’

pira/kira ‘tree’

kwira/ira, wira

‘small piece of wood or grass’

kucuk ‘smoke’

mucuik ‘ashes’

tata/nata ‘leaf (generic term)’
kwata ‘edible leaves of beans’

parmmparin/karmkarin
COrINCarin/marimmarin
koarimkarin/armarin

‘tree (sp.)’
“fruit of parimparm-tree’
‘bell of seeds of the carmcarm-fruit’
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comarar) ‘free fight for competition’
komarar/omara ‘shield’
1 0
tordma/lerdma ‘ram’
pardma/nardma ‘young ram’

Replacing the original noun class prefix of an animal term by the
class prefix -, as in the example above, is not a regular way of
diminutive formation. Instead, there are diminutive morphemes pa-
/na- and papa-/npapa- which can be applied productively (see
4.5.1). Nevertheless, it seems that nouns denoting animals can be
assigned to the g-class in a creative way. In the sentence below,
which is from a story, the animal character ka3l ‘tortoise’ is referred
to as pgardl, which is not a regular word for ‘small tortoise’. The p-
class gives a flavour to the word here that is related to the notion of
smallness, but expresses something like ‘nasty little tortoise’. The
speaker in the example is a malicious creature who is after the
tortoise. He asks the animals to drink all the water from the stream
so that he can catch the tortoise, who is in the water.

n-ant-at-ikkin-m By
2A-can:DEPINCOMPL-VEN:DEPINCOMPL-drink_for:DEPINCOMPL-O1 water
akka porol n-orek n-apot.¢é coané
that little_tortoise c-some c-fall_at:coMPL here

please come and drink the water for me, because some nasty little tortoise
has fallen here (App. IV, 138-139)

A singular noun which has a variant in another noun class is
cakk3l3k ‘calabash (k.o.)’. There is only one plural:

cakk3dlsk, pakk3l5k/makk3alsk ‘calabash (k.o.)’

4.4. Contracted forms with gemination

In some individual cases, nouns can occur in a changed phonological
shape when preceded by one of the prepositional proclitics 1- ‘in’, na-
‘on’, t2- ‘up on, up at’ or t3- ‘at’, or the connexive C-3 ‘of’. In isolation
these nouns have the shape (C,)V,C,V,(C,). In most cases both C, and
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C, are obstruents. V, is deleted after 1-, na-, to-, t3- and C-2-, while C,;
and C, form a geminated consonant at the place of articulation of C,
(recall that the intervocalic allophone of t is r). C, geminates also if
C, is absent. The result is thus cLiTic-C,C,V,(C,).

The examples with prepositional proclitics presented below were
found in texts or obtained through elicitation. Note that in some

cases which involve a low-toned noun, a rising tone results.

topd ‘hole in the ground, grave’  1-pps, nd-ppo, to-ppsd

tupan ‘room’ no-ppan

patok ‘stone’ I-tt3k, no-ttSk

kotuk ‘fenced place for livestock’ 1-ttOk, te-ttok3®

porit ‘granary’ I-ttit, no-ttit, to-ttit

karak ‘farming field’ 1-tt3k

kucul ‘back’ 1-cctl, no-cciil, to-cedl, to-cctl
koco ‘shed’ 1-ccs, na-ccd, ta-ccd

uokoén ‘hand, forearm’ 1-kkon, na-kkon, to-kkén
vkol ‘child’ 1-kksl, no-kkol, to-kkol

However, if C, is k and C, is p, the geminate adopts the place of
articulation of C, (cLiTic-C,C,V,(C,)). In the third example, C, p is
reflected in the labialized articulation of the velar geminate:

kupt ‘hole in rock where water gathers’ 1-kka, no-kkda, to-kka
koupo ‘deep crack in rock’ 1-kks, no-kks, to-kko
kopon ‘farming field’ 1-kkw3n, na-kkw3n, to-kkw3n

There is also a form top3n, which probably derives from to + apon
instead of from to + kapon, though —synchronically— it does not
convey a notion of plurality of the fields.

If C1 is a nasal, a nasal and stop sequence results at the place of
articulation of C2, but not when C, is j and C, is p. In that case the
place of articulation of C, is adopted, retaining the labialized
articulation of p (third example below):

3 t3 is realized here as te.
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maté ‘sleep’ I-nté
gucol ‘sauce’ 1-ncsl
papak ‘beer’ 1-pkwak

One case has a nasal (m) at C2. Like C1 n - C2 p, C1 k- C2 m
results in gkw:

komel ‘hunting party’  1-pkwél

Finally, there is a comparable case of gemination (+ labialization) of
a CV noun: 1- ‘in’ + ka ‘body’ > 1kkwa ‘in the body’. This change,
however, only occurs with proclitic 1-, not with any other
prepositional proclitic, nor with the connexive.

In most cases, regular forms of the combinations listed above are
possible as well, but less commonly used. In some cases, the form
with gemination and the regular form have different meanings.
Examples of this are given in 16.3.1 and 16.3.2 (dealing with the
PPCs 1- ‘in’ and na- ‘on’). In other cases there is no difference, as for
example in:

ta-ccul ‘between the shoulder blades’
to-kucil ‘between the shoulder blades’

1-kku ‘in the hole in the rock where water gathers’
r-kupit  ‘in the hole in the rock where water gathers’

4.5. Complex nouns

4.5.1. Diminutive nouns

Diminutives are derived by means of attachment of the SG/PL
morphemes pa-/pa- or nana-/npanpa- before the singular or plural
noun. The diminutive prefixes are typically used with animals to
denote young animals, but are also applied for small versions of
objects. The reduplicated prefix expresses a stronger notion of being
young and/or small than pa-/pa-. Some examples:



158 CHAPTER 4

pa-tordma/pa-lardma, papa-tordma/nana-lardma, ‘young ram’
< tordma/lardma ‘ram’

pa-tok/npa-10k, nana-tok/pana-16k, ‘young dog, puppy’
< tok/16k ‘dog’

na-palla/na-slla, papa-palla/npana-slla ‘young cat, kitten’
< poalla/alla ‘cat’

pa-rottoruk/pa-nattoruk, papa-rotteruk/nana-nattaruk ‘young pig
(but no longer striped)’
< tuttoruk/nuttoruk ‘pig’

pa-putit/npa-orit, naga-porit/npana-orit, ‘little young man’ (a boy
that does not yet have the age of a young man but that behaves as if
he already were)

< porit/orit ‘young man’

pa-kworen/na-oren, panga-kworen/nana-oren, ‘small piece of
firewood’
< kworen/oren ‘piece of firewood’

pa-kvmmok/npa-ommok, naga-kommok/panpa-ommaok ‘small pot’
< kommok/ommouk ‘pot’

The following case has the long prefix in the singular (naga +
pentara > pag-entara) and the short prefix in the plural:

pan-entara/pa-pentara ‘k.o. drum (small size)’
< pentara/npentara ‘k.o. drum’

When pa- or papa- is prefixed to vkol ‘child’, k geminates:
pa-kkol/pa-pokol, paga-kkol/npana-pokol ‘baby, small child

(up to about four years old)’
< vkol/nukol ‘child”)
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The diminutive pagakattak/narakattak ‘small calabash for sauce’ is
derived from cattak ‘k.o. calabash’ (*kattak does not exist on its
own). Initial ga/pa is found in several other nouns referring to small
items but those cases lack underived counterparts. Examples can be
found under in section 4.3.5 under the noun class pair -/n-.

4.5.2. Complex nouns in the t-class

The complex nouns in the t-class listed below are abstractions related
to nouns that refer to people. They are different from earlier
mentioned cases in the t class that relate to nouns denoting people as
they contain additional formatives: a (first two cases), probably from
the copula ‘be’ (c-a), and o (last case), probably from the connexive
element c-o ‘of’. Notably, *kurit is not attested as a noun by itself,
but shares its root with porit/urit.

t.a-1€ ‘style of an adolescent girl’ < 1€ ‘adolescent girl’
t.a-k.otit ‘style of a young man’ < p.utit/orit ‘young man’
t.0-p.it ‘master and servant (kind of relationship)’ < p.it ‘master,
servant’

The nouns taré and the earlier mentioned tigé do not have exactly
the same meaning. The former refers to the way or style in which a
girl presents herself, the latter refers to behaviours typical for girls in
general.

4.5.3. Complex nouns: reduplication

Several insects are denoted by fully reduplicated nouns. In most
cases, the nouns are not attested in a non-reduplicated form. In the
singular both parts take a singular noun class prefix, in the plural
they both take a plural noun class prefix. Regular processes of
assimilation take place across the reduplication boundary.

takkon-takkon/nakkon-nakkon ‘mosquito’
prgimam-pigiman/giman-fgiman ‘spider, spiderweb, spiderrag’
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koromol-kkéromol* /oromol-Gromol ‘snail’

kori-kadri/ori-dri ‘large wasp-like insect’
takkarot-takkoaruk/lakkaroul-lakkagruk  ‘butterfly’
katuk-katuk/atok-atok ‘grasshopper (sp.)’ (< katsk ‘spear’)
carip-cari/marmm-marin ‘millipede’
coramapn-cdraman/maramam-maraman ‘maggot (sp.)’

pip-pit (no plural) ‘k.o. insect’
tura-tora/lora-16ra ‘k.o. insect’
perém-pérén/erén-érén ‘k.o. insect’

Some trees and their seeds or fruits involve reduplication, as well as
an edible plant:

p1am-pran/kiag-kian ‘tree (sp.)’

ciap-ciag/miam-mian ‘seed of prampran-tree, necklace of seeds
of prampran-tree’

pors-pord/kors-kord ‘tree (sp.)’

coré-cord6/moré-mord ‘fruit of purupuru-tree’

parmm-parin/karig-karin  ‘tree (sp.)’
corip-carin/marmm-marin  ‘fruit of parrparm-tree’
karig-karin/arin-arin ‘bell made of seeds of the carmcarm-fruit’

kwori-kwiti/ori-5¢i ‘plant (sp., edible)’
The words for ‘lyre’ and ‘twilight’ also involve reduplication. They

suggest sound symbolic value, as does the word for ‘light rain’, which
contains a partial reduplication.

parém-padrén/arén-3rén ‘lyre’ (traditional instrument)
kir-akkir ‘twilight’
pici-ci ‘light rain’

% In this word, there is no lenition of k after 1, nor does there seem to be an
inserted schwa. Hence the spelling with <lkk>.
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The following nouns are probably related to each other through
partial reduplication, though they have different tone patterns:

patga/nata ‘gum arabic’
para-ra/para-ra ‘rheum (in the eye, after sleep)’

4.6. Nouns derived from other word categories.

4.6.1. Verb-to-noun derivation

Except for a small set of defective verbs, all verbs allow for
nominalization. Deverbal nominalizations are formed in the t-class.
They have a L*.LH tone pattern, irrespective of the tones of the verb
stem.

tond ‘to build, building’ < und ‘build’
torekd ‘to work, working’ < oréko ‘work’
torakd ‘to eat, eating’ < orakd ‘eal’

Verbal nouns do not have a singular/plural opposition: they allow, if
necessary, for both singular and plural reference:

tennekkettd ‘to be tested, being tested, test(s) (< ennekketta ‘be
tested’)

tennekketta tullukkii ‘one test’
tennekketta tera ‘two tests’

Verbal nouns have characteristics of both nouns and verbs. They are
nouns because they can function as arguments in a clause. Their
modifiers agree with them, and so do verbs to which they function as
the subject. Some examples:

t-ogwd t-5-pinpit  t-occikdkot.e p-cit.tan

NOM-sing c-of-singer c-be_heard:compL with-far

the singing of the singer is heard from far
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t-1kko ck  Kérottém t-opordt ana  t-t-Skitak
NOM-sit VREF Khartoum c-good and PRO-C-bad

staying in Khartoum is good and bad

Verbal nouns are verb-like because they can take a direct object:

t-1ot akacei  t3rrd
NoM-find money Lumun_country

earning (lit.: finding) money in Lumun country (fr. written essay)
t-upotd nokol
NOM-take_care_of children

taking care of the children

Other nouns do not take direct objects; rather they need the
connexive element C-2 ‘of. Nominalized verbs allow not only for a
direct object construction, but also for a modifying construction with
the connexive, as in the second example below:

t-okkwot pa-p-orek t-akdnn-oka notok

NoM-kill thing-c-some C-NEG-be:DEPINCOMPL for_no_reason
killing an animal will not be for nothing

t-okkwot t-3-pa-p-orek  t-akdnn-oka notok
NoM-kill c-of-thing-c-some C-NEG-be:DEPINCOMPL for_no_reason

the killing of an animal will not be for nothing

Verbal nouns can be modified by an adverb:

t-ukkwo ikkitettak t-oparst

NOM-dance badly c-good

dancing seriously is good
4.6.2. Other nouns and verbs sharing the same root or stem

There are no other productive ways to derive a noun from a verb or
vice versa. Apart from the verbal nouns, instances of nouns and verbs
sharing the same root or stem are few. The attested cases are listed
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below. ‘Swelling on the skin’ is probably based on the Completive
verb form, since it has its final t and the Completive tone pattern.

onaed ‘urinate’

paé/naé ‘urine’

opdre ‘have diarrhea’
piparik/niparik ‘diarrhea’

ordta ‘begin to have fruits’
corat3t/moratdt ‘swelling on the skin’
Ipd ‘obtain, marry’
tipa/lipa ‘marriage’

4.6.3. Nouns derived from adjectives

The same process that derives verbal nouns from verbs (see 4.6.1)
derives nouns from adjectives. Examples:

torik ‘being big’ < c-orik ‘big’
tukwit ‘length, depth’ < c-likwit ‘long, deep’
toparit ‘goodness’ < C-oparit ‘good’
tokitak ‘badness’ < c-okitak ‘bad’
toppit ‘being plenty’ < C-Oppit ‘many’
toni ‘blackness’ < c-oni ‘black’
toré ‘redness, ripeness’ < C-or€ ‘red, ripe’
toterét ‘being spotted’ < c-oterét ‘spotted’
timmin ‘heavyness’ < C-immin ‘heavy’
torrd ‘bluntness’ < ¢-orr6 ‘blunt’
tippa ‘heat’ < c-ippa ‘hot’
tirrok ‘cold, coolness’ < C-frrdk ‘cold’
topart ‘being female’ < c-opari ‘female’

The following noun has a different tone pattern:

tocura

‘being male’

<

C-dcora
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An example with a nominalized adjective:

t-oparat  én-t-f i-t-4  §-kw-5kkint-in  t-ittik

NOM-good DEM-C-NEARSP  RES-C-COP 2-C-do_for:COMPL-01 c-big

this loyalty that you showed me is big (lit.: this goodness that you did for
me ...) (Ruth 3:10)

Adjectives which contain the copula c-a ‘be’, such as c-ac3koccokot
‘fast’ and c-arurdy ‘colour of snake (sp.)’, do not allow for
nominalization through addition of the t- prefix and a tone pattern.

4.6.4. Adverbs functioning as nouns

An example of an adverb that can function as a noun is eokoccokot
‘quickly’:

cokoc-cokot  gn-c-1 c-okitak
quickly-REDUP DEM-C-NEARSP c-bad

this rushing is bad
4.7. Place names and other locative nouns

Indigenous proper place names consist of two formatives: a
prepositional proclitic and a nominal element. Most often the
prepositional formative is t>- ‘up on, up at’ or to- ‘at’. The nominal
element is in several cases (the remnant of) a noun attested on its
own. Some examples follow here, some more are listed in 16.3.5,
including some examples with other prepositional formatives.

toromatin

toumarng

topItor

tago

tori (< to- + pori lit.: ‘At the water’)

tottué (< to- + toé lit. ‘At the river’)

tomantit (< to- + mantit lit. ‘At the mantit-snakes’)
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The names for the homelands of the Lumun and neighbouring
peoples are (historically) made up of t3- ‘up on, up at’ or to- ‘at’ and
the (plural or singular) name of the people. In the case of Lumun,
Tocho, Acheron and Torona it is likely that the plurals have served as
formative and that o and a, respectively 3 and 9, have coalesced to .
The plural name of the people has also served as formative for the
name of the Moro homeland and for places where “Arab” Sudanese
are living, but for the Tira and Otoro areas the singular (the name for
one person) is involved. In the case of Dagik, Katcha and Krongo it is
difficult to say whether pakki or pakki has served as formative,
because either way, the noun class prefix has been deleted.

person/people homeland
parrd/arrd ‘Lumun’ torrd
papp3/appd ‘Tocho’ toppd
patremé/aremé ‘Acheron’ toremé
parona/arond ‘Torona’ torond
pampoaran/lomparan ‘Moro’ tolompdran
cotté/mottd ‘Arab Sudanese’ tomottd
patrd/mara ‘Tira Lumun and Tira’  topata
utturu/luttugu ‘Otoro’ touttiru

pakki/pakki ‘Nuba peoples south and south-west of the Lumun,
across the plain, a.o. Dagik, Katcha and Krongo’ tokki

Place names can function as subject (or object) in a clause. The
prepositional formative no longer functions as a preposition but has
become part of the place name, as is shown by the concord t- on the
verb in the next example:

tomantit  t-onu mantrt m-oppit
Tomantit c-have snake(sp.) C-many

Tomantrt has many cantit-snakes

Place names, including foreign place names such as karattom
‘Khartoum’ or katékalr ‘Kadugli’, are not used in combination with
one of the prepositional proclitics ta-, t3-, na- or 1-. The absence of
these proclitics from foreign place names also points at prepositional
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formatives in indigenous place names no longer being perceived as
prepositions. Instead, the whole name functions as a locative noun:

m-p-a.ik  p-a.ed tomantit/ karottom
1-c-be:PR C-g0:INCOMPL Tomantit / Khartoum

I am going to Tomantit / to Khartoum

For comparison, a sentence follows here with a building, man
mdkapik ‘church’ (lit. house of God), instead of a place name. A
prepositional proclitic must be used here:

m-p-a.tk  p-a.ed to-man m-3-kapik
1-c-be:PR C-gO0:INCOMPL at-house c-of-God

I am going to the church

In the case of the totigdt ‘sky, heaven’ both t- and t- concord are
acceptable. tigdt ‘sky, heaven’ exists as a noun by itself. Apparently
totredt ‘sky, heaven’ can be interpretated as a place name (a locative
noun), but also as a prepositional proclitic and noun, in which case
agreement goes with the noun:

totipdt  t-intat cak  n-téllerak

sky c-disappear:INCOMPL VREF with-lightening
the sky will disappear with lightening

to-tipdt  t-intat ctk  n-téllerak
up_on-sky c-disappear:INCOMPL VREF with-lightening

the sky will disappear with lightening

totopGt ‘(at the) place outside for use as toilet’ (lit.: at outside) is
commonly used as a locative noun:

toteput t-a-tk kara-ta
at_place_used_as_toilet C-be-VREF where-QwW

where is the place for use as a toilet?

An unusual case of a prepositional proclitic (t2-) and a noun (ca/ma
‘head’) is toca/toma ‘face’. On the one hand, the clitic has become a
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part of these nouns because their concord is t, on the other hand
pluralization involves a change of ca to ma:

toma t-5-ul
faces c-of-people

the faces of people

Another unusual case is gkara ‘(in the) night’. The word can function
as a noun, as in the following example:

pkord p-rpimét.e
night c-become_dark:comp

the night is dark

pkora must have developed from the prepositional proclitic fi- ‘with,
by, (away) from’ and a synchronically not attested noun *kora,
because nasal + stop clusters in initial position are not attested in
Lumun nouns.

A loan word that functions as a locative noun is keceSk ‘market’ (<
Sudanese Arabic suug). It is generally used as a locative noun.
However, in some contexts, proclitic 1- ‘in’ can be used alternatively:

Ion l-en 1-0kkotta.te kecclk / 1-keccOk
words C-DEM c-be_done:coMPL  market in-market

those things happened in the market
4.8. Descriptive constructions expressing nominal concepts

4.8.1. Agent nouns

Lumun has no way to derive agentive nouns from verbs. Instead, the
language makes use of descriptions: ‘person’ (or ‘child’) and a relative
construction, involving the restrictor -, the concord that agrees with
the noun, and a verb (noun 1-C-verb). In the examples below, the
concord w of vowel-initial nouns is deleted between vowels.
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pul 1-p-angkene/ul 1-agkene ‘teacher’ (person who shows) < apkane

pul 1-p-aréko/ul 1-aréko  ‘worker’ (person who works) < aréko

okol r-are/pokol -p-tre  ‘herds boy’ (child that grazes the cows or
goats) < ore

Other agentive expressions consist of ‘person’ (or ‘child’) followed by
the connexive + noun, or the connexive, a prepositional proclitic
and a noun (noun C-3-noun, or: noun C-3-PPC-noun). Examples:

pul p-o-torak/vl w-o-torak  ‘warrior’ (lit. ‘person of war’)
pul p-o-tipa/vl w-o-tipa ‘negatioter of marriage’ (lit. ‘person of
marriage’)

pul p-o-turan/ul w-o-tugan  ‘thief’ (lit. ‘person of theft’)

pul p-o-kemel/ul w-o-kemel ‘person who calls for a hunting party,
performs the rituals and leads it’ (lit. ‘person of
the hunting party’)

pul p-o-ri-nkwél/vl w-3-ri-npkwél* ‘person who joins in a hunting
party’ (lit. ‘person of in the hunting party’)
< pul +p-o+1+komel/uvl +w-0 + 1+ komel

poul p-o-ri-im3n/vl w-d-ri-im5n* ‘person who is hunting porcupines’
(lit.: person of in porcupines)
< pul+p-o+1+ im3n/vl+w-2+1+imdn

4.8.2. Other examples of descriptive constructions

The same descriptive constructions (noun 1-C-verb, noun C->-noun
and noun C->-PREP-noun), and in particular those involving the
connexive, are used for a variety of other nominal concepts. A
descriptive construction involving a relative construction can also
contain an adjective instead of a verb (noun 1-c-adj). Modification of
a noun through direct juxtaposition is not possible except with
nominalized verbs that can take an object (see 4.6.1).

0 The allomorph r1- of prepositional proclitic 1- ‘in’ is used here (see 16.2).
komel takes on its contracted shape after 1- ‘in’ (see 4.4) but not after
connexive C-2.

“!In case of direct adjacency of 1- (here: r1-, see 16.2) ‘in’ to a + ATR vowel,
the resulting vowel will be articulated as +ATR.
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Some further examples of descriptive constructions follow here.
Examples of ‘noun C->-noun’:

Plural formation always concerns not only the class prefix of the first
noun, but also the agreement marker of the connexive or the relative.
If the second noun involved is not already a plural, plural formation
will often also involve pluralization of the second noun, as in the first
example below.

kworen ko-wék/aren woa-tacdk ‘shin bone’ (lit.: piece of firewood of
the leg)

In a few cases, phonological changes have taken place.

pa-pa-kira/agep-o-kira ‘leopard’ (lit.: thing of the trees)
< papu + pa + kira/agapu + wo + kira

pa-pa-rua/agap-d-rua ‘livestock animal’ (lit.: thing of hair)
< papo + pd+tua/arepu +wd + tua

gucol->-tté/nocol->-tt6 ‘salt/amounts of salt’ (lit.: sauce of the
Arabs)
< poucul + o + mottd/nocol + no + mottd

cil-o-tt6/mil-o-ttd ‘grain of maize/maize’ (lit.: sorghum of the Arabs)
< cil + co + muttd

Examples of noun C-2-PPC-noun:
papu p-o-ri-kira/agapu w-a-ri-kira*? ‘wild animal’ (lit.: thing of
among the trees)

< papu +po+1+kira/arepu +wo +1+ kira

caun c-5-t3-kéro6k/maon m-5-13-610k ‘little finger’ (lit.: finger of at
the corner)

2 The allomorph r1- of prepositional proclitic 1- ‘in’ is used here (see 16.2).
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v

kuppoaruy k-o-na-ai/upparurn w-2-na-atf ‘boat’ (lit.: bedplank of on
water)

Examples of noun 1-C-adjective:

gurl -dEdr/nurd -p-odr - ‘sour asida/portions of sour asida’ (lit.:
asida which is sour)

caun 1-c-drik/maon 1-m-3rik  ‘thumb’, ‘middle finger’ (lit.: finger
which is big)

The nouns for ‘woman’ and ‘man’ have this pattern as well. The
adjectives themselves consist of a connexive and a nominal element
(see also 10.2.4):

pul 1-p-5.pari/ul 1-a.art ‘woman’ (lit.: person who is female)
pul 1-p-3.cura/vl 1-5.mura ‘man/men’ (lit.: person who is male)

Example of ‘noun 1-c-verb’:

tok 1-r-apapgka/nok r-n-apanka ‘sea’ (lit.: waterplace which makes
waves)

Relative constructions may also involve a passive verb, often in
combination with an ‘absolute preposition’ (see chapter 16.6):

kwok 1-k-all6ra nngimm/wok 1-alléra pyin ‘running shoe’ (lit.: shoe
which is run with)

Some comparable examples can be found in chapter 14.4 on passive
derivation.

Noun complexes, though they may have fused together, do not
function as single units, as could already be seen from their plural
formation: not just their (initial) noun class marker varies for
singular and plural, but also the concords involved, and in some
cases the class marker of a noun that is part of the modifying
element.
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Tonally, noun complexes do not function as single units either. If
they did, a complex such as kuppagup konoari ‘boat’ would behave
as a noun with a rising tone and not receive a high tone from a
prepositional proclitic (see 16.1). This, however, is not the case.
Upon attachment of a prepositional proclitic, a high tone appears on
kuppartuy, just as it would in the absence of kanoatt:

-kuppdrun konoori  ‘in the boat’

gucol-o-tté/noucol->-tto ‘salt/amounts of salt” and cilottG/milotts
‘grain of maize/maize’, however, seem to function as one word,
having lost the concord before the connexive, and in the case of
cilotté/milottd also the high tone on the first mora (< cil/mil).

4.9. Loans

Loans are incorporated into the noun class system according to their
initial sound. Arabic nouns are often borrowed together with the
article al-; in such cases the initial sound is a vowel, and the noun
with Arabic article goes into the ¢/n class pair. Borrowed nouns
sometimes have a final consonant that is not found in final position
in genuinely Lumun items (p, t or m), and some of them have an
otherwise (virtually) unattested tone pattern with an initial H-tone.

It is in general uncertain if an Arabic loan is borrowed directly from
Arabic or rather through another Nuba language. Moreover, the
Arabic spoken in the region, whether as first or as second language,
is not of one variety. In the town of Kadugli, some 40 miles west-
west-north of the Lumun area, Manfredi (2013) discerns four
varieties of Arabic: the prestigious and influential urban “koiné”: the
variety spoken in Khartoum and other cities in northern and central
Sudan; Baggara Arabic: the variety spoken by Arab cattle herders in
the ‘Baggara belt’, an area which runs from Lake Chad through South
Kordofan to the Blue Nile; Emerging Kadugli Arabic: a mother tongue
variety spoken by non-Arabs born in Kadugli; and Non-native Arabic:
varieties of Arabic spoken by bilingual or trilingual non-Arabs in
Kadugli. When citing Arabic items, I use forms in the urban “koiné”
of Sudanese Arabic. They are just presented in order to show the
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relationship between the Lumun items and the Arabic items; no claim
is made about the way in which an item may have entered the
Lumun language, i.e. which variety of Arabic has been involved or
through which other Nuba-language an Arabic item may have been
borrowed.

In some cases, it is obvious that the Lumun item is not a direct loan
from Sudanese Arabic, because sound changes are involved that are
not expected on grounds of the Lumun phonological system. One
such item is atdm ‘book’ from Sudanese Arabic kitaab. A clear
indication that atdm is not a direct loan is the loss of initial k. Such a
loss is not expected in Lumun, which has many k-initial nouns.
Another indication is the change of final b to m. Lumun does not
have final bilabial obstruents, but nor does it have m in that position.
A good candidate for being the source of this item is Moro, which has
adama/nadama ‘book/books’ (Gibbard, Rohde & Rose 2009, p.
112), with variant &dam/nadam. In Moro, loss of initial k or g is
common in this noun class. Moreover, Arabic b often converts to m
in Moro.*

Another item for which it is clear that it was not directly borrowed
from Sudanese Arabic is keccOk ‘market’, from Sudanese Arabic
(as-)suug. k(e) is not a Lumun locative marker, but must have been
borrowed together with the Arabic loan from another Nuba
Mountain language. Candidates include Tira, which has a general
locative preposition k- (Schadeberg 2009, p. 52); Otoro, which has a
general locative preposition gi (k- before a vowel) (Schadeberg 2009,
p. 214-215); Ebang, which has a general locative preposition gi
(optionally k- before a vowel) (Schadeberg 2013, p. 143); or Krongo,
which has a locative particle ki- before non-animate nouns (Reh
1985, p. 146-147).

Loans with the Arabic article al- that are assigned to the singular &
class have plurals in the n-class, unless they remain unpaired. Apart
from the plural ¢ class, the n-class seems to be the plural class with
the least semantic associations, for which reason it is suitable as a

43 Personal communication by Sharon Rose (March 2017).
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plural for a diversity of loanwords. My database contains some fifty
nouns in which an Arabic word can be recognized. Some examples
follow here. The Sudanese Arabic equivalents are cited from Tamis &
Persson (2011), unless mentioned otherwise in a footnote. In one
case (darangal ‘bedstead’) the item is Baggara Arabic. The examples
show that Arabic vowel length is borrowed into Lumun as a falling
tone (realized high in non-prepausal position).

alapaccit/nalapaccst ‘jackal/-s’ < al-ba‘shoob**
aloppéra/naloppéra ‘flag/-s’ < al-beerag
alakkin/nalakkin ‘clinic, hospital/-s’ < al-hakiim®
alawir/nalawir ‘tree (sp.)/-s’ < al-*awiir
alampa/nalampa ‘lamp/-s’ < al-lamba
alokksGppa/nalakképpa  ‘basket/-s’ < al-guffa
aldpirit/naldpirit ‘mat/-s’ < al-birish
arapkal/nagapkal ‘rope bed/-s’ < darangal*®
Examples of unpaired nouns in the & class:

aloppin ‘coffee’ < al-bunn
accar ‘tea’ < ash-shaay
appal3dppal ‘pepper’ < al-filfil

Arabic nouns with collective semantics tend to be borrowed together
with the article into the plural & class with a counterpart denoting a
single unit in the k-class (the examples were given earlier):

kaloppatsra/aloppatiéra ‘tomato/-es’ < al-banadoora
kattopa/attopa ‘piece of tobacco/tobacco’ < at-tumbaak
kakuacci/akicei  ‘coin/money’ < al-guruush

44 Hillelson (1930) mentions ba‘shoob, Hillelson and Tamis & Persson (2011)
both have ba‘shoom.

% The item is translated by Hillelson as ‘physician’, by Tamis & Persson as
‘doctor’s assistant’.

4 Hillelson gives not only the Sudanese Arabic word angareeb, but also the
Baggara Arabic item darangal ‘bedstead (kind of matting which serves as
mattress)’, which is clearly much closer to the Lumun item.



174 CHAPTER 4

Nouns with an initial consonant that coincides with a noun class
prefix are sometimes borrowed without the article. If the initial
consonant coincides with a singular noun class prefix, a plural is
often formed that fits in with a class pair and the other way round.

pattanie/attanie ‘blanket/-s’ < battaaniyya
capion/mapdn ‘soap/bars of soap’ < saabuun
capara/mapara ‘k.o. whistle/-s’ < suffaara
tarra/larra ‘scarf/-s’ < tarha
kottdm/ottam ‘fish trap/-s’ < kajjaama ‘steel trap’
kaporit/aporit ‘match/-es’ < kibriit

cOt/mot ‘banana/-s’ < mooz
cdnka/m3inka ‘mango/-s’ < manga

If the initial consonant coincides with a noun class prefix (singular or
plural), this sometimes results in an unpaired noun that can have
both singular and plural reference:

cicara ‘cigaret(s)’ < sijaara
témor ‘date(s)’ < tamur

mdéceut ‘comb(s)’ < mushut
méncel ‘sickel(s)’ < munjal

The banana tree, mango tree and date palm cannot be denoted by
changing the noun class. Instead, a description is used:

pira patémor/kira kotémor  ‘date palm’ (‘tree of dates’)
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4.10. Kinship terms and personal names

4.10.1. The persona prefix*’

Kinship terms and personal names have the persona prefix 5- (which
is also found in personal pronouns). Two further nouns with the
persona prefix are opatti ‘person’ and apallin ‘one of a group’.

Tone

The prefix brings about the same tonal changes to the noun to which
it is attached as a preceding word with a final high, rising or floating
high tone. Since the prefix cannot receive a high tone itself unless
through tone bridge, it can either be represented as high or rising. As
explained in chapter 3.8, I represent a case like this as high.

A few examples follow here in order to show that the tonal effects
are fully in line with the rule of Tone Shift. This includes the
(non-)realization of a high (or falling) tone on the following noun,
which takes place in precisely the same way as described in the
chapter 3 on Tone.

2-t5n ‘Mouth’ < 3- ton ‘mouth’
a-cdkkorok ‘Hunchback’ < - cakkorak ‘hunch’
o-pari ‘wife (as kinshipterm)’ < - pari ‘wife’
2-6mpardy ‘Calf < 5- gumpardy ‘calf’
o-takorGk  ‘Chicken’ < 3- takorsGk ‘chicken’
>-umatin ‘Elephant’ < 3- umatin ‘elephant’
2-codn ‘Mountain’ < 3- cotdy ‘mountain’

The exceptions to Tone sub-rule 2.3 apply here as well. Thus there is
a falling contour (at least at surface level) on the short initial vowel
of citin ‘bird (sp.)’, and pardk ‘fly’ gets an initial high tone without
contour formation.

7 The persona prefix is discussed in more detail in Smits (2012).
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d-citin ‘Crtin-bird’ < 3- citin ‘bird (sp.)’
d-parak ‘Fly’ < 3- parak ‘fly’

The vocative kinship term/personal names Iotti ‘second born child,
which is a boy’ and laced ‘fifth born child, which is a boy’, also get a
high tone on their first vowel without contour formation. In these
two cases the phenomenon cannot be observed in other contexts,
since lotti and loced, without the prefix, are vocatives, and can,
within a tonal domain not be preceded by other elements.

2-15tti ‘second born child, which is a boy’ (
a-15ce3 “fifth born child, which is a boy’ (
The vowel has itself a ~ATR quality but may be realized +ATR or
somewhat towards + ATR when attached to a + ATR noun.

In case of assimilation to an adjacent vowel, the vowels coalesce, i.e.
the resulting (underlyingly) long vowel becomes short, and the
(underlying) tone sequence is realized as high:

amra ‘Red’ (< dmra < a-amra < 3- amra) (< Sud. Arabic amra)
amontacr ‘Amontacr’ (< a-monticr < a-dmoantacr < 3- amantacr)

Shortening seems to be less rigorous when there is elision of
between assimilating vowels. In the following case an initial low-high
sequence may be pronounced, but not necessarily so:

a-atoropé / atoropé ‘Rabbit’ (< a-ateropé < 35- patorapé)
Segmental effects: vowel coalescence, consonant gemination

The segmental part of the prefix is coalesced before € and a: 0 + € >
€, D + a > a. Before 2 it may be coalesced as well, but some length
may also be audible. There is no coalescence before the other vowels
(i, 1, u, U, 9). Cases of attachment of the prefix to a vowel-initial
noun generally concern nouns that are loans. Some examples with
adjacent vowels were already given above. Two further examples:
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elimélik ‘Elimelek’ (< 3- elimélik)
o1lin ‘Heleen’ (< 3-1lin)

In a few cases, I assume that attachment of the prefix causes
gemination of the initial consonant of the noun. This is the case in
the word for ‘my father’ (y would otherwise be elided between
vowels). ) is, however, not realized long, so that I write is with
single n:

3- + pappa > ospappa ‘my father’

This also happens with borrowed names which have an initial
voiceless obstruent. The following names are the names of story
characters. They are not originally Lumun and have no meaning in
Lumun.

okk3lle ‘Kolle’ (name of a story figure, < 3- kolle)
oppénna ‘Penna’ (name of a story figure, < 3- pennd)

Prepositional proclitics preceding a noun with the persona prefix 3-

The persona prefix 3- becomes a- when preceded by one of the
prepositions 1-, na- or t>-. Compare the following examples with a
common noun (aten ‘firewood’) and a noun with the persona prefix
(opan3n ‘siblings’):

1-or€n ‘in/among the firewood’
1-apansn ‘among his/her siblings’

In the examples below, onnan ‘(his/her) mother’, 35k ‘s/he’, opansn
‘siblings’ and »olalé ‘Lalu’ have the persona prefix 3-. (For the
paradigms of basic prepositions + personal pronouns, see 6.1.4).

m-p-okattd.t 1-a-nnan no-katdr
1-C-run_into:COMPL in-PERS-mother on-road

I ran into his/her mother on the road
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m-p-okatts.t 1-a-ak no-katdr
1-C-run_into:COMPL in-PERS-3 on-road

I ran into him/her on the road

k-kw-a.tte  no-koman ana n-a-pap-3n ana n3j-licdk
3-c-leave:INcOMPL  on-houses and on-PERS-sibling-PL and on-goats

s/he will leave the house and his/her siblings and the goats

k-kw-arrdt.e t-a-1alé

3-C-cross:COMPL up_on-PERS-Lalu

s/he has climbed on Lalu (picture: Lalu is standing or sitting and the person
has climbed onto Lalu’s neck)

After to- the persona prefix does not change to a, nor does it do so
after the connexive marker C-2 ‘of. The prepositional proclitic fi-
‘with, by, (away) from’ cannot be combined with nouns with the
persona prefix (see also chapter 16 on prepositional proclitics).

4.10.2. Kinship terms

In kinship terms, the noun class prefix of the noun to which the
prefix is attached is often p- but not always. Nouns with the persona
prefix do not occur in singular/plural pairs that differ from each
other only as to the noun class prefix. Instead, they form plural
through suffixation of a morpheme (-n3n) to the singular noun (see
4.10.3).

Nouns with the persona prefix have specific concords. With the
exception of possessor pronouns and connexives, the concord of
singular nouns with the persona prefix is p-, the concord of plural
nouns with the persona prefix is t-*.

J-1414 p-a.ik  p-antan
PERS-my_mother C-be:PR C-come:INCOMPL

my mother is coming

8 See also Smits (2012).
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2-1a14-n t-a.ik t-antan
PERS-my_mother-PL c-be:PrR C-come:INCOMPL

my mother and companions (also: my mother and father) are coming

Personal names also have the persona prefix 3-. In fact, those
personal names that denote whether a child is the first born, the
second born, etc. (up to the fifth born) can be considered a type of
kinship term. Other personal names are rather nicknames, or Arabic
or English loans, but all have the personal prefix 3-. The prefix is
only absent when the name is used as a vocative, i.e. when the
person is directly addressed.

All Lumun children receive a name that denotes the order in which
they were born. The first born child is called kakka if it is a girl, and
kukkd if it is a boy; the second born is called nennt if it is a girl, and
Iottf if it is a boy, etc. The names of the first three children are more
fixed than the names of the fourth and the fifth: there are
alternatives here. With the sixth child the name-giving in principle
starts again from the beginning, so that there may be two children
called kakka or kukks, etc. Most names are gender-specific, but
some are used for both boys and girls. In the table below (after Smits
2012), both the vocative forms and the forms with the persona prefix
are given.

Table 23 Birth names

boys girls

vocative with 3-prefix vocative with 3-prefix

1. kokkd okukkd 1. kakka okakka

2. ottt alStti 2. nenni onenni

3. 1alé olald 3. ceccé aceccé

4. tottd otuttd 4. gotin otin (y is deleted
between vowels)

4. lettd oletts 4. tottd atuttd

5. Ioced aldccd 5. kuomar skumarg

5. kumar skumapg
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Below, a list of kinship and relational terms with the persona prefix
is provided. Except in the cases of ‘father/paternal uncle (father’s
brother)’ and ‘mother/aunt (father’s sister and mother’s sister)’, the
terms are used for both people who stand in a certain relationship to
each other, and in most cases male and female are not distinguished.
For example, opaki denotes both grandparent (grandfather or
grandmother) and grandchild (grandson or granddaughter). The
terms for father and mother are inherently possessed by a first,
second or third person, as is the term for ‘mother’s brother’ (maternal
uncle). In the forms for ‘mother’s brother’ the 1SG, 2sG and 3SG
possessor pronouns can be recognized. The other kinship terms are
commonly used in combination with a possessor pronoun. This is the
case even more so for their vocatives, for which reason a possessor
(‘my’ or ‘of X’) is added in the table. The vocatives between
parentheses are not commonly used.

Table 24 Kinship and relational terms

3-prefix noun Vocative
(with possessor C-
m ‘my’, or C-9-X
‘of X’)
my father, my paternal uncle | opappa nappa
my father, my paternal uncle | opappa pappa
(informal)
your father, your paternal otté
uncle
(his, her) father, (his, her) ottan tan po-X
paternal uncle ‘father of X’
my mother, my aunt onaia paia
my mother, my aunt Jcaca 1a1a
(informal)
your mother, your aunt onné
(his, her) mother, (his, her) onnan nan pa-X
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aunt ‘mother of X’
son, daughter opet pel pin
brother, sister, cousin apang pay pin, papkin
ancestor, descendant opaki paki pin
grandparent, grandchild apops apop3 pin

(< Sud. Ar.

habbooba

‘grandmother’)
my maternal uncle, nephew, | orém orém

niece of a maternal uncle

your maternal uncle, nephew,

niece of a maternal uncle

oréam

(his, her) maternal uncle,

nephew, niece of a maternal

orén, oréur, ordy

arén pa-X, oréun

pa-X, ordy pa-X

uncle ‘uncle of X’
husband ollé (poate pin)
wife opari (par1 pin)
co-wife aputrukin (putukdn pm)
in-law (different generation) | opité pite pin
in-law (same generation) orin otin pin
master, servant opit pit pin

friend apurokd purokd pin
my friend okarrakin karrakin
friend acap, dcapi (< capacin, capi

Sud. Ar. saahib)

Personal names

The kinship terms conveying the order in which Lumun children are
born, and which function also a personal names, were already
presented in table 23. The persona prefix is further used in order to
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derive (nick)names for people. Body parts and animal species such as
certain birds serve as sources of name formation, but other kinds of
nouns as well.

20019 ‘the Mountain’ < ¢ord1 ‘mountain’

okince ‘the Nose’ < kipce ‘nose’

akarin ‘the Bold Patch’ < karin ‘bold patch’

acdkkorok ‘the Hunchback’ < cakkorok ‘hump’

otok ‘the Dog’ < tok ‘dog’

acittin ‘the Cittin-bird” < erttin ‘bird (sp., making a lot
of noise)’

atdn toruttoruk ‘the Mouth of Pig’ < ton toruttoruk ‘mouth of
pig™*°

A (nick)name formation process with okka is also attested. okka
contains the persona prefix, otherwise its composition is not fully
clear. It has probably developed from the personal pronoun 235k
‘(s)he’ (which contains the persona prefix) and the copula p-a4 ‘be’
where p is the concord. 95k + pa has then given rise to okka,
though tonally this is not regular. Some examples:

okka-turan ‘Thief < tutran ‘theft™
okka-cipin ‘Born in the evening’ < cipin ‘evening’
okka-makal ‘Born when the mother was working in the sesame
field’ < mokal ‘sesame’
okka-uré ‘Funny person’ < puré ‘fun, joke’

Vocatives of this type of names start with ka:
katoran p-kw-aa.r-i

thief 2-C-COME:COMPL-Q

Thief, have you come?

9 The tonal representation of this item in Smits 2012 (p. 107) is not correct.

%0 There is a plural noun atutan ‘thieves’, but no singular noun *katuoran
‘thief’.
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A comparable construction involves 23k, the connexive p-d ‘of and a
verbal noun, for example:

dkkwotatoantaks (also: Skkwotatontaksy) ‘Dreamer’
(< 93k + po + tatentaks, lit.: ‘s/he of dreaming’)

Names that are loans from other languages have the persona prefix:

ocin ‘John’
Jldkka ‘Luke’
d6mar ‘Umar’

The persona prefix is sometimes used in combination with a noun
that denotes a kind of person, such as kolldn ‘old woman’ and
tomocced ‘old man’. Such terms, for example okalldn and otdmoccd
function as names, denoting a specific individual.

The term opatti ‘person’ is commonly used instead of somebody’s
name, in order to avoid the personal name. When opatti is used, it is
usually assumed that the hearer knows who is being referred to.

J-pattr p-15.t p-a-tuk  t-okkwot.&

PERS-person c-die:cOMPL c-be-dog c-kill:comPL

the person died, he was killed by a dog

However, opatti and its plural opattin (see further below for plurals)
can also refer to specific persons who are not (yet) identified by the
hearer. A person who has arrived at somebody’s house may call out
opattf in order to announce himself, and opattdn if he or she has
arrived together with one or more others.

The word spallin typically refers to somebody from a group, but not
somebody specific:

a-pollin antan
SUBJ.PERS-one_from_group come:DEPINCOMPL

let one of you come!
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The word can also denote each member of a group:

o-pallin p-a.nékittat licok  ukulik

PERS-one_from_group C-be_taken_from:INCOMPL goats five

from each of you five goats will be taken

In the following example opallin is just used as ‘somebody’: the
speaker does not know who has beaten on the ground.

2-pallin p-3kkwo.t cik

PERS-one_from_group  C-beat:COMPL  VREF

somebody has beaten (on the ground with his stick) (i.e. a way of knocking
at a place to see if somebody is there)

The plural spallipdn denotes ‘some of a group’. In a construction
opalligdn ... opallindn ... it expresses ‘some ... others ...’, as in the
sentence below:

amma a-kin Spdks 2-pallip-5n t-a.ci1d

if CONJ.PERS-3A  be_beaten:DEPINCOMPL PERS-one_of a_group-PL C-stand:INCOMPL
ana o-pallip-5n t-ikko cik

and PERS-one_from_group-PL C-Sit:INCOMPL VREF

and when they are beaten, some stand and others sit (fr. written
description)

Unlike other nouns with the persona prefix, opallin cannot be used
without it, i.e. it is not used as a vocative.
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4.10.3. The plural suffix -n5n

Nouns with the persona prefix form plurals through suffixation of the
plural morpheme -pdn to the singular noun. -pdn has associative
meaning such as ‘and companions’. The companions are typically the
people who live in the same house as the mentioned person, but can
also be friends or people working together. ‘My mother and father’ is
expressed by the plural of ‘my mother’ or ‘my father’:

d-pappa-n

PERS-my _father-pL

my father and mother, my father and his family/companions

-n3n does not cover accidental groups, such as people that happen to
be together in a bus.

As expected, 1) of -n3n causes full assimilation of a preceding t, k or
n to n. The resulting geminated velar nasal is then shortened. 1y is
deleted after i, 1, u or v and after 1 or r. In addition, the o of -p3n
coalesces (after p-deletion) with a preceding 9, € or a resulting in o, €
and a, respectively. The vowel of the suffix may adopt a +ATR
realization, or a realization towards +ATR upon attachment to a
+ATR noun. Note that there is tone bridge in ol5tti-5n and that in
okincé-n the falling contour of the elided o of the suffix is retained.

opit ‘master, servant’

op1nsn ‘the master/servant and his/her companions’
oI5ttt ‘Lottr’

al5tti-5n ‘Lottr and companions’

okince ‘Nose’ (as a nick name)

okincé-n ‘Nose and companions’

If a possessor pronoun is present, the plural suffix is attached after
the possessor pronoun:
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apit p-in ‘my master, my servant’
opit p-i-5n ‘my master and his/her companions, my servant and
his/her companions’

In case of a demonstrative modifier, the plural suffix can come after
the demonstrative (first example), but also before it (second
example):

o-kakka €p-k-i-5n t-aa.t

PERS-Kakka DEM-C-NEARSP-PL C-come:COMPL

this Kakka and her companions have come

o>-kakkd-n  en-t1 t-aa.t
PERS-Kakka-PL DEM-C-NEARSP C-come:COMPL

this Kakka and her companions have come

Vocatives of nouns which otherwise have the persona prefix also
form plurals with the associative suffix:

1ara-n
mother-pL
mother and father!

The associative suffix allows for plural reference as ‘one or more X’s’
if this is appropriate in the context. The second example, based on
opatti ‘person’, is irregular because the 1 is deleted before the suffix.

pan-k-ip5n (< panp pin -pin)

sibling-c-p0ss1.pL

my brothers!

patt-5n
person-PL

people! (way of greeting a group of people)

Relative words and question words referring to people (‘who’, ‘the
one who’) are pluralized with -p3n (see 6.1.5. and 20.1.1), as can the
associative marker attot/attst (see 6.8).
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A special case of suffixation of -pdn is the following, in which the
suffix is attached to the plural of the common noun poukol ‘child’. It
is a way of greeting a group of children, of which the speaker knows
at least a few.

nokol-5n ‘children!’ (lit. children and companions)

The following example also involves a common plural noun (vl
‘people’). The suffix is attached to the demonstrative modifier:

k-kw-ann-itta 15-01 én-n-i-5n
3-C-NEG-be_married:DEPINCOMPL at-people DEM-C-NEARSP-PL

she cannot be married into the household of these people
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