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Curriculum Vitae

I was born on June 27, 1989, in Uccle (in Dutch, “Ukkel”), one of the 19 mu-
nicipalities of Brussels, in Belgium. Except for a period of two or three years
(which I barely remember), in which we moved to a small town named
Hannut, I spent almost the 20 first years of my life in Brussels. It was during
my primary school (Le Jardin des Ecoliers), after a class on the Solar Sys-
tem (and on the mysteries of Pluto, which was still a planet at that time,
and for which we had no picture yet) that I naively decided to become
an astronomer. I did my secondary studies at the Lycée Emile Jacqmain,
where I graduated in “Latin-mathematics” in 2007 (cum laude). During
those years, I regularly attended astronomy camps in Modave, where my
interest for astronomy and astrophysics kept growing.

I did my Bachelor degree in physics at the Université Libre de Bruxelles,
where I graduated in 2010 (cum laude). My Bachelor project was focused
on the observation of variable stars using the telescope of the university,
and was supervised by Sophie Van Eck. I finally left my home town in
2010, when I started my Master degree in space sciences at the University
of Liege. On that time, I developed a strong interest for high-energy astro-
physics on one hand, and extragalactic astrophysics on the other hand. I
did my Master thesis with Gregor Rauw on the X-ray emission of massive
stars in the M 17 nebula as observed by XMM-Newton. After my graduation
in 2012 (magna cum laude), I stayed four more months at the University of
Liege to work with Thierry Morel on optical observations of the massive
star ( Puppis. I devoted the next few months to tutor high school students
in mathematics, physics, and chemistry before I moved to the Netherlands
in June 2013 to start my PhD.

This thesis summarises the results of my PhD project, and on which I
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worked both at SRON (Utrecht) and Leiden Observatory with Jelle Kaas-
tra and Jelle de Plaa. During these four years, I had the opportunity to
present my work at several conferences and workshops, in Dublin (Ire-
land), Tokyo (Japan), Sexten (Italy), Madrid (Spain), Paris (France), and
Beijing (China). I was also the lucky laureate of the “poster prize” of the
71st Dutch Astronomy Conference in Nunspeet (The Netherlands) in 2016.
I spent a few weeks of my PhD to visit colleagues in other institutes: Yu-
Ying Zhang, Lorenzo Lovisari, Thomas Reiprich, and Gerrit Schellenberger
(Argelander-Institut fiir Astronomie, Bonn, Germany), as well as Norbert
Werner (MTA-E6tvos University Lendiilet Hot Universe Research Group,
Budapest, Hungary), with whom I will work as a postdoc from September
2017. From the first years of my academic studies up to now, I occasion-
ally go back to Modave, this time as a “teacher”, to share my knowledge
of astronomy with younger students (with the secret hope they will want
to become astronomer, too).
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