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Determinants of disease course in rheumatoid
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Genetic drift s an explanation for the reduced incidence of
the

matoid arthritis
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) [Atlanta, GAJ:OR 0.38, 95% C1 0.18-0.84 With respect o the L-10 locus,this must have led o an
Genetic drift as an explanation for the reduced incidence ‘The fact that the number of children per women has. increase of IL-10 R3 (which protects against RA) in the.
reduced inthe birth cohorts from 1880-1940 must have.
of theumatgidarthritisa had the consequence that more women with a genetic lower incidence of RA n those born i the bith conorts
makeup for impaired fetlty contibuted (o the offspring.  after 1880,

TW.J. Huizinga, S.P. Linn-Rasker, LR, Lard, R.G.J. Westendorp.
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To the Editor:

In the Australan census, 5096 of the children were the.
offspring of 11n 7 of the women. However, inrecent

(RA)™ In the thoughtful accompanying editorial, Siman

next generation
indicated that the mos ey explanation fo the woric

Genetic factors party control fertiity. Recenty, we

i high fealty

Such as American whites, Pima indians, Finnish, and Thus, before 1880, strong pressure within the genetic

Japanese patients, the explanation should be a factor composiion of the populaton was present that favowrs

hat had an identical effectn all populations throughout high IL-10 production. We previously demonstated that

the world in birth cohorts from 1880 0 1950. Such an 1L-10 production i related {0 the compositon of the L-10
microsateltes;

fct causedy achang
e rapose et the st explanion mey be e o)

Tesponi o

I previous times, numan reproductive success was very

unevenly distrbuted, with a minority of fertie vomen

Who gave birth to the majoity of newborns. For example,

the L s -
production® Moreover, we demonstrated that IL-10
pomatons

(Scottsh [Glasgow, UK]: odds rato (O] .
Sotdenc e 5558 10,3002 e fotors,
.58, 95% C10.38.0.87; Affcan American
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