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Preface

The research reported in this thesis was conducted as one of three projects that together
formed an integrated program called “Integrating macro-modelling and actor-oriented
research in studying the dynamics of land use change in northeast Luzon, Philippines”,
which was funded by the Foundation for the Advancement of Tropical Research (WO-
TRO) of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO). In this program
three other researchers conducted their studies: Marco Huigen, Peter Verburg and Cecile
Mangabat. Marco was based at the Institute of Environmental Sciences Leiden (CML) of
Leiden University conducting a PhD study on agent-based modelling of land use change
at the micro-level. Peter was working as a post-doc at the Department of Environmental
Sciences at Wageningen University on spatially explicit modelling of land use change in
the Philippines as a whole. The aim of my research was to combine and to link these two
spatial scales at the intermediate level and to link micro-level processes to observed pat-
terns of land use at the landscape level. This work was carried out in both Wageningen and
Leiden. Furthermore, Cecile was appointed as a local counterpart to study the impact of all
forest related policies in the study area. The program was supervised by Wouter de Groot
and Tom Veldkamp. With this set up we had a multidisciplinary research team to study the
interdisciplinary research questions of land use change.

At the start of the project in May 2001 I lived in Leiden and spent most of my time at the
CML to become familiar with the various sociological and anthropological methods and
ideas in environmental studies, in which the CML has its expertise. In this period I got to
know a completely different aspect of land use science and although I thought I had a quite
interdisciplinary mindset I got many new insights and ideas about the functioning of the
world of science in general and land use science in particular. After a first fieldwork period
in the Philippines in 2002, I moved to Utrecht. From that time on, I spent half my time at
the CML and the other half at the Laboratory for Soil Science and Geology in Wageningen.
This way I was exposed to the different disciplinary inputs of both institutions on a weekly
basis. Although working at two places brings about some organisational difficulties I have
always enjoyed working in both institutions. For the interdisciplinary aspect it has been
a great benefit to participate in both research groups and I learned a lot from balancing
between the disciplines that are represented by these institutes.

In the first part of 2004 a second fieldwork was conducted in which I tried to link the land
use research with biodiversity research and nature conservation. After that trip I worked
towards finishing the PhD study. In October 2005 I was ready to send a final draft to my
supervisors.
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