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On the cover 

Sometime at nightfall, worn out by an evening of being a scientist, my gaze rested on an ultrasonic image 

of an infected appendix. The longer I looked, the more I was reminded of a galaxy - a universe full of 

stars with centrally that round, black hole. One’s focus is then inadvertently drawn to that center and the 

surrounding celestial realms of glowing novas. Like a stargazer peering into the enchanting galaxy, the 

ultrasonographer tries to capture that one image of the infected appendix within the periappendicular 

inflamed fat. 

This publication was supported by

Parfier Financieel Advies, SAP Nederland B.V., Philips Healthcare, Covidien, Amgen, Roche, Johnson & 

Johnson Medical B.V., ZR-Adviseurs Den Bosch, Duo-Med, Pfizer, Nycomed, Nestlé, Chipsoft, sanofi 

aventis, I-FourC, Stryker, B.Braun Medical, Baxter, Pro Motion Medical B.V., 3M, Bard, Synthes, KCI, 

Novartis Oncology.



Assessment of Ultrasonography 

and Computed Tomography

in the Diagnostic Strategy of 

Suspected Appendicitis

door 

P I E T E R  P O O RT M A N

geboren te Utrecht

in 1969

ter verkrijging van 

de graad van Doctor aan de Universiteit Leiden

op gezag van de Rector Magnificus prof. mr. P.F. van der Heijden 

volgens besluit van het College voor Promoties

te verdedigen op 29 oktober 2009 

klokke 15.00 uur

P R O E F S C H R I F T



Promotiecommissie

Promotor: Prof. dr. J.F. Hamming

 

Co-promotores: Prof. dr. M.A. Cuesta 

 Dr. E.S.M. de Lange-de Klerk

 

Overige leden: Prof. dr. A. de Roos

 Dr. H.J.M. Oostvogel

Leids Universitair Medisch Centrum

The first anatomic drawing of the appendix by Leonardo da Vinci, 1492
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