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Curriculum Vitae
Hieke Martine Huistra was born in Buitenpost, the Netherlands, on Thursday 15 April 
1982. Between 1994 and 2000, she attended the Stedelijk Gymnasium  in Leeuwarden. She 
then moved to Utrecht to study physics. In 2006, she graduated cum laude for her physics 
bachelor, with a minor in philosophy;  in 2008, she completed the master ‘History and 
Philosophy of Science’ (again cum laude)  with a thesis on the gas discharge tube collection of 
science museum Museon. During her studies, she worked as  a guide and content developer 
at the historical observatory Sonnenborgh. In December 2008, Hieke started her PhD 
research at Leiden University. She worked on the nineteenth-century Leiden anatomical 
collections,  as part of the NWO programme ‘Cultures of Collecting. The Leiden 
Anatomical Collections  in Context’. Early 2011, she spent three months as  a research 
affiliate at the Wellcome Centre for the History of Medicine in London. So far, she has 
published two articles, a book chapter and several book reviews. Another book chapter and 
an article are forthcoming. Since April 2013, Hieke works as a post-doctoral researcher at 
Utrecht University. She now investigates Dutch ideas on health and illness in the twentieth 
century. Her new project belongs to the NWO-Horizon programme Translantis, which uses 
digital humanities methods to analyse the role of  reference cultures in public debates.
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