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List of abbreviations

ACTH: Adrenocorticotrophic hormone
ADX: Adrenalectomy
Amy (BLA/CE): Amygdala (basolateral, central nuclei)
ANOVA: Analysis of variance
ANS: Autonomic sympathetic nervous system
AVP: Arginine vasopressin
BNST: Bed nucleus of the stria terminalis
CNS: Central nervous system
COC: Cocaine
COMT: Catechol-O-methyl transferase
CORT: Corticosterone
(r/c) CP (Lat, DM, VM): (rostral/caudal) Caudate putamen (lateral, dorso-

medial, ventromedial regions)
CRH: Corticotrophin releasing hormone
DA: Dopamine
DAT: Dopamine transporter
DOPA: Dihydroxyphenylalanine
DOPAC: Dihydroxyphenylacetic acid
EPI: Epinephrine
GABA: Gamma-aminobutyric acid
GR: Glucocorticoid receptor
GRE: Glucocorticoid response element
HPA-axis: Hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis
HVA: Homovanillic acid
i.p. / i.v.: Intraperitoneal / intravenous
LC: Locus coeruleus
MAO: Monoamine oxidase
MR: Mineralocorticoid receptor
NAc: Nucleus accumbens
NET: Noradrenaline transporter
NTS: Nucleus of the solitary tract
(v/m/d) PFC (MO, Prl, IL): (ventral/medial/dorsal) Prefrontal cortex (medial 

orbital, prelimbic, infralimbic subdivisions)
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POMC: Pro-opiomelanocortin
PTSD: Post-traumatic stress disorder
PVN: Paraventricular nucleus of the hypothalamus
QTL: Quantitative trait locus
RIA: Radio-immuno-assay
RU: Mifepristone, RU38486
SAL: Saline
SERT: Serotonin transporter
SHAM: Sham surgery
SNr / SNc: Substantia nigra pars reticulata / compacta
TH: Tyrosine hydroxylase
VEH: Vehicle
VP: Ventral pallidum
VTA: Ventral tegmental area
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