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STUDIES IN PHILOSOPHICAL THEOLOGY

D. Z. Phillips is a leading figure in advocating a Wittgensteinian approach to
the philosophical study of religion. His writings exert an important influence on
contemporary philosophy of religion, giving a new direction to the philosophical
discussion of religious belief and practice. Although his work has prompted
much — often critical — comment, a thorough investigation has not been forth-
coming. Grammars of Faith fills that gap.

The book pays close attention to Wittgenstein’s own remarks on religious
belief, arranging them against the background of his broader philosophical
methodology, as well as to the efforts of the early Wittgensteinians at provid-
ing a more comprehensive Wittgensteinian philosophy of religion. Central to
this study are Phillips’s understanding of philosophical enquiry as a form of
contemplation, and his descriptive accounts of religious belief. By means of
a careful and methodical examination of Phillips’s oeuvre, the study seeks to
present a fair assessment of Phillips’s position, showing not only its weaknesses,
but also its strength.
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