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Preface

When I started working on this research project in 1999, it seemed unlikely
that the constitutional reform of the Netherlands Antilles – which had been
talked about for so many years – would lead to any concrete results in the
near future. But the past few years have turned out to be rather turbulent for
the relations between the Netherlands, Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles.
As the years went by, the prospect of fundamental changes became more likely,
and at one point it seemed that the Netherlands Antilles would be finished
before my study would. Hopefully the results of my research will contribute
to the debate on the constitutional future of the Kingdom in the Caribbean.
But in any case, I have thoroughly enjoyed being able to spend these years
learning more about the Dutch tropics and their troublesome but warm re-
lations with the Netherlands.

While risking to omit certain people, I would like to ex tend a word of
thanks to those who helped me complete this study. I received travel grants
from the Nederlandse organisatie voor wetenschappelijk onderzoek (NWO) and the

Leids universitair fonds (LUF). At the Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom
Relations, Jon Schilder was kind enough to grant me the occasional time off
to complete the final Chapters.

I would also like to thank all of the people who took the time to tell me
about their ex periences with the Kingdom relations, particularly André Hoene-
veld, John Newton, Paul Smeets, Anton Schellekens, Kees Borman, Harold
Munneke, Cor James, Arjen Albers, Mike Eman, Leo Harteveld, Douwe Boerse-
ma, Lucita Moenir Alam, Norwin Carolus, Carlos Dip, Gert Jan Stortelers,
Vincent Stokman, Jan Rademaker, Lammert de Jong, Alex Richards, Dennis
Pantophlet, Sarah Wescott-Williams, Gracita Arrindell, Eddy Williams, Will
Johnson, X avier Blackman, Franklin Brown, and all the Antilleans and Arubans
who made me feel welcome on their islands, invited me to give lectures, and
ex plained to me why I had it all wrong.

My family, friends and colleagues at the University and the Ministry have
often had to put up with my absence or absentmindedness during these past
years. I want to thank especially my parents, Carlien, Michiel, Henk, Suzanne,
Marion, Leontine, Mentko, Taco, Esther, Ton, Chiara, Q uinten, Nathan, Tibor
and all those others who supported me, for instance by regularly confronting
me with the q uestion ‘boek al klaar? ’ But most of all, I want to thank Renselotte.

Finally, two words of warning. Firstly, the contents of this study should
in no way be construed as representing the opinion of the Dutch government.



VI Preface

My research was mainly conducted at the University of Leiden, and finished
during time off while I worked at the Dutch Ministry of the Interior and
Kingdom Relations. Secondly, the manuscript was up to date on 1 July 2006,
as far as possible. Events which occurred after this date have not been system-
atically incorporated into the text.

Amsterdam, December 2006
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SEW Sociaal-economische wetgeving: Tijdschrift voor Europees en economisch
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SP Socialist party (Netherlands)
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Explanation of Frequently Used Terms

Administering States Member States of the United Nations which are

responsible for the administration of one or more

Non-Self-Governing Territories in the sense of Chap-

ter XI of the UN Charter.

Caribbean Countries The Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.

Council of Ministers of the

Kingdom

Rijksministerraad – The Council of Ministers of the

Kingdom consists of the members of the Council of

Ministers of the Netherlands and the Ministers Pleni-

potentiary of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.

Decolonization Committee ‘Special Committee on the Situation with Regard to

the Implementation of the Declaration on the

Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and

Peoples’ also called the ‘Special Committee’, or the

‘Committee of 24’.

Fourth Committee ‘The Special Political and Decolonization Committee’

of the UN General Assembly, which each year dis-

cusses the decolonization issues on the agenda of the

GA.

Governor Gouverneur – Representative of the King of the

Netherlands in the Netherlands Antilles or Aruba

and head of government in those Countries.

Handelingen Minutes of the debates in the Staten-Generaal. Hande-

ling I refers to the debates in the Senate and Hande-

lingen II refers to the debates in the Lower House.

Island Territory Eilandgebied – Administrative unit of the Netherlands

Antilles. Each of the five islands constitutes a

separate Island Territory.

Kamerstukken Official records of the Staten-Generaal of the Nether-

lands.

Kingdom act Rijkswet – A statute adopted jointly by the Kingdom

government and the Staten-Generaal, and which regu-

lates a Kingdom affair, or which contains an agree-

ment between the Countries concerning an automous

affair.



XVI Explanation of Frequently Used Terms

Kingdom affairs Koninkrijksaangelegenheden – Common affairs of the

three Countries, for which the Kingdom as a whole is

responsible.

Kingdom Government Koninkrijksregering – The King and the Council of

Ministers of the Kingdom.

Kingdom regulation Algemene maatregel van Rijksbestuur (AMvRB) – A

regulation adopted by the Kingdom government,

regarding a Kingdom affair, or containing an agree-

ment between the Countries concerning an auto-

nomous affair.

Lower House Tweede Kamer – The politically leading house of the

parliament of the Netherlands (Staten-Generaal)

Metropolis Refers to a (former) mother country of an overseas

territory, or the government of such a country.

Minister Plenipotentiary Gevolmachtigde minister – The representative of the

government of the Netherlands Antilles or Aruba in

The Hague. The Minister takes part in the meetings

of the Council of Ministers of the Kingdom and has

the right to participate in the debates of the Staten-

Generaal.

Raad van State The main advisory body of the government of the

Netherlands. The Raad van State of the Kingdom

consists of the members of the Dutch Raad van State,

with the addition of two members who are nomi-

nated by the governments of the Netherlands Antilles

and Aruba.

Round Table Conference A conference at which the Countries of the Kingdom

convene to discuss constitutional reform.

Senate Eerste Kamer – the upper house of the Staten-Generaal.

Staatsregeling The regulation containing the internal constitution of

the Netherlands Antilles or Aruba.

Staten-Generaal The parliament of the Netherlands, consisting of a

Lower House, which is politically leading, and a

Senate.

Staten The parliament of either the Netherlands Antilles or

Aruba.

Supreme Court Hoge Raad – Highest court of law in the Netherlands,

which also functions as the highest court for the

Netherlands Antilles and Aruba in some areas of the

law.


