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PREFACE

The content of  this thesis is based on research that was conducted at the travel and 
vaccination clinic at Leiden University Medical Centre (LUMC). This clinic provides 
pre-travel care to the general population, and to special groups of  travellers, such as 
patients who use immunosuppressants or who have chronic diseases. The clinic is closely 
connected to the department of  Infectious Diseases at LUMC. A team of  specialized 
nurses provides pre-travel care. The setting of  a travel clinic within an academic medical 
hospital, provides unique circumstances for medical research, like an experienced 
team of  nurses, expertise regarding immunization, a constant flux of  travellers and the 
knowledge and infrastructure that is required for research into microbiology, virology 
and parasitology. Examples of  research that stem from this clinic are projects on 
immunization against malaria,1,2 yellow fever,3-6 travellers’ diarrhea,7,8 poliomyelitis9 and 
hepatitis B,10 vaccination of  immunocompromised patients,11-14 and projects on travel 
related acquisition of  extended spectrum ß-lactamase producing Enterobacteriacae15 and 
on the utility of  post-travel screening of  asymptomatic travellers for parasites.16 We hope 
that the research that is conducted at our travel clinic, will be of  benefit to travellers and 
to the population at large. 




