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PREFACE

This thesis is one of the fruits of a three year (2008-2010) Early Tantra project co-funded
by the Agence Nationale pour la Recherche and the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
and co-directed by Prof. Dominic Goodall and Prof. Harunaga Isaacson. The Japan Stu-
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the International Institute for Asian Studies, also helped me finalise the present work by
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sessions at the Ecole francaise d’Extréme Orient, he read with me the complete text of
my thesis, including the draft translation, and suggested corrections to it. He also made
suggestions on my introduction over Skype. I am extremely indebted to him for his innu-
merable suggestions and illuminating comments on all parts of the text. (All errors are, of
course, my responsibility.)

I also owe a great debt of thanks to Prof. Peter C. Bisschop for accepting me as his doc-
toral student and arranging all that was necessary to enrol at Leiden University. During
my stay in Leiden, he went through my entire thesis and made many insightful observa-
tions that led me to improve it enormously. In particular he devoted special care to the
arrangement and argumentation of the introduction.

I am very grateful to Prof. Diwakar Acharya for longs years of teaching, for reading
the entire thesis and for inviting me to his home almost every day during my stay in Ky-
oto. He, too, shared the insights of both his published and unpublished works with me.
Without his help some difficult problems would have remained unsolved.

I would also like to thank Prof. Yoko Yokochi and Prof. Somadeva Vasudeva for propos-
ing constructive changes to the text while reading it during my three months in Kyoto.
My sincere thanks also go to Prof. Bhim Kandel and Prof. Kashinath Nyupane, for having
taught me Sanskrit over the years with unfailing energy. Furthermore, I am grateful to
Prof. Harunaga Isaacson for his insightful suggestions.

I also owe a debt of gratitude to my friends Michael M. B. Zrenner, Philip Pierce, Mary
Premila, Thomas Fulton O’Gara and Leah Comeau for going through my English.



