
"This is Roosevelt's World" - FDR as a Cultural Icon in American Memory
Polak, S.A.

Citation
Polak, S. A. (2015, December 8). "This is Roosevelt's World" - FDR as a Cultural Icon in
American Memory. Retrieved from https://hdl.handle.net/1887/36996
 
Version: Corrected Publisher’s Version

License: Licence agreement concerning inclusion of doctoral thesis in the
Institutional Repository of the University of Leiden

Downloaded from: https://hdl.handle.net/1887/36996
 
Note: To cite this publication please use the final published version (if applicable).

https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/license:5
https://hdl.handle.net/1887/36996


 
Cover Page 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The handle http://hdl.handle.net/1887/36996 holds various files of this Leiden University 
dissertation. 
 
Author: Polak, Sara Anne 
Title: "This Is Roosevelt's World" : FDR as a cultural icon in American memory   
Issue Date: 2015-12-08 

https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1
http://hdl.handle.net/1887/36996
https://openaccess.leidenuniv.nl/handle/1887/1�


UITNODIGING

Voor het bijwonen van de openbare 
verdediging van mijn proefschrift

“This Is Roosevelt’s World” 
FDR as a Cultural Icon in 

American Memory 

op dinsdag 8 december 2015 
om 16:15 (precies)

in het Academiegebouw van 
de Universiteit Leiden 

(Rapenburg 67-73 te Leiden).

Aansluitend is er een receptie 
op dezelfde locatie, gevolgd door 
een diner en feest bij Scheltema 

(Marktsteeg 1 te Leiden, 
vanaf 18:30).

Sara Polak
s.a.polak@hum.leidenuniv.nl

06-45930886

Paranimfen
Tobias Polak 

 t.d.polak@gmail.com 

Beerd Beukenhorst
bbeukenhorst@gmail.com  

RSVP 

“Take a look at our present world. It is manifestly not Adolf 
Hitler’s world. His Thousand-Year Reich turned out to have 
a brief and bloody run of a dozen years. It is manifestly not 
Joseph Stalin’s world. That ghastly world self-destructed before 
our eyes. Nor is it Winston Churchill’s world. Empire and its 
glories have long since vanished into history. The world we live 
in today is Franklin Roosevelt’s world.” – Arthur Schlesinger 
Jr., 1998.

Is today’s world Franklin Roosevelt’s? This dissertation studies 
the construction of Franklin Delano Roosevelt as a cultural 
icon in American memory, particularly by FDR himself. It 
inquires how the Roosevelt icon has developed diachronically 
and who has exerted agency over it, and it asks how that icon 
functions culturally and ideologically in the present. How can 
one contribute to one’s future image as an icon? And how can 
the remembrance of icons serve the present?
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