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8 Topics in Syntax

8.1 Introduction

This chapter pays attention to the following topics:
- verb valency and object agreement

- word order

- relative clauses

- interrogative sentences

- information structure

- comparison

- complex sentences

In section 8.2 on verb valency and object agreement, data is presented that shows
that object agreement in Liko is limited to persons and to all and only nouns
belonging to class 1 (and its subclasses) and 2, regardless of their semantic
category. The way in which a passive meaning is expressed, is presented in section
8.2 and not together with verb extensions in Chapter 7, because the language does

not have a Passive extension. It is shown that locatives do not serve as arguments.

In many Bantu languages, "word order contributes crucially to define the intended
purpose of the sentence as part of the communicative event." (Bearth 2003:130).

The order of subject, finite verb and objects is quite strict in Liko, with only a few
cases in natural and translated texts where the object is preposed and precedes the
subject. The subject never occurs postverbally. Of interest in section 8.3 on Word

Order is also the order of objects.

Section 8.4 on Relative clauses provides data on relativization of subjects, objects
and adjuncts. I will use the term "adjuncts" for constituents of the clause that are
not included in the argument structure of the verb, such as prepositional phrases,
locative or time NPs, etc. Relativization shows that objects and adjuncts can be

formally distinguished in Liko by the absence or presence of a "trace" particle.

Section 8.5 presents how interrogative sentences are formed and exemplifies the

question words.
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In section 8.6 on Information Structure, the strategies to mark new information and
contrast are presented, followed by left-dislocation and external topicalization.
There is a striking similarity between left-dislocation and relativization: both
processes require the trace particle when adjuncts are involved. An impression of
the coding of information structure in Liko is presented in an annotated text, see
Appendix 1, 1.5.1.

The sections 8.7 on comparison and 8.8 on complex sentences, including the use of

Infinitives, conclude this chapter.

8.2 Verb valency and object agreement

Simple, non-derived verbs in Liko can be classified based on the number of
arguments in one-place, two-place and three-place verbs. Bearth (2003:122) posits
the same classification for Bantu languages in general. His four-way division of the
realization of arguments also holds for Liko: they are realized as lexically specified
nouns or noun phrases, as subject prefix and object prefix incorporated in the verb,
as independent pronouns and as zero. The finite verb is the minimal form of the

sentence.

In Liko, the subject is the constituent in the clause with which the subject prefix in
the finite verb form agrees to a limited extent in number and/or noun class, see 7.4.
Verbs can have up to two objects which follow the verb form (in clauses with
canonical word order) and precede any adjuncts. In the case of two-place verbs,
class 1 and 2 objects are obligatorily referenced by an object prefix in the verb
form. In the case of verbs with more than one object, the object prefix agrees with
the first object following the verb. Which object occurs as the first object is
determined by the valency of the (derived) verb. For instance, the first object of a
verb with the Benefactive extension is the argument expressing the beneficiary.
Objects and adjuncts are formally distinguished by the requirement for adjuncts to
leave the trace particle when they are left-dislocated or relativized. Other
distinctions are that the occurrence of adjuncts is not constrained by the valency of
the verb and that the order of adjuncts is variable. Adjuncts have no agreement

prefix in the verb morphology.
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8.2.1 One-place verbs

The one argument is always represented by a subject prefix in the verb form. In
addition, it may occur as a lexically specified noun or noun phrase, or as an

independent pronoun.

In the following two examples, the subject is represented by the subject prefix, the
first person singular na- (no- after assimilation to [+ ATR]), and the third person
plural 64-:
(8.1) nb-zuzik-a ndt
1sGP-wake up-Fv* P,

'l woke up'

(8.2) ba-pung-a ka-ag-a ka  mbodku
3pL-start-FvV  9b-leave-Fv PREP 9.grave
'They started / They will start to leave for the grave.' (72006.3) 3%

Examples of realizations as a noun include:
(8.3)a. kokG  alik-a
la.cock 3sGP:cry-Fv
"The cock crowed.'
b. ba-kdks balik-a
2-cock 3pL:cry-FV
"The cocks crowed.' / The cocks will crow.'
c. msga a-pung-a  koé-pup-6
3:vapour 3SG-start-FvV 9b-leave-Fv
'A vapour starts to come out.' (72006.6)

The subject is expressed by a pronoun, tyi, in:
8.4) wi  6-kw-4-tU ndt goni
1.PRO 3sGP-die-FV-INS P,  also
'He certainly died too.' (72008.10)

%8 In the context, time reference is the past. The morphology and the surface tones indicate

either Past or Future.
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8.2.2 Two-place verbs

The majority of Liko verbs belong to the class of two-place verbs. Grammatical

agreement with the object is limited to persons and to all and only nouns belonging

to classes 1 and 2, see 8.2.5. For a description of object prefixes, see 7.5.1. In the

examples below, the object is a noun (in a) or only represented in the verb

morphology as object prefix (in b):

(8.5)a.

Zangtya a-‘biky-a ndt ngama
"Zangiya" 3SGP:1.0-say-FV P, la.chief
'Zangiya told the chief.'

Zangiyd 4-‘Biky-d ndt
"Zangiya" 3SGP:1.0-say-FV P,

'Zangiya told him.'

In the following examples, the object belongs to class 1 in (8.6a, c¢) and to class 13

in (8.6b). The verb form does not have an object prefix in (8.6b), because the

object is not in classes 1 or 2. In (8.6c), although the object is inanimate, an object

prefix agrees with kinga 'la.bicycle', because the object belongs to class 1.

(8.6)a.

mama a-dung-o banu miki
la.mother 3sG:1.0-carry-FV F, la.child
'Mother will carry the child.'

né-pak-a ndv ti*kd-tv  kam
IsGP-protect-Fv P, 13.hair-13  1SG.POSS

'l protected my hair.'

na-‘tindul-a ndt kinga ké  kpuméd
18G”:1.0-push-Fv P,  labicycle PREP 9.hill

'l pushed the bicycle up the hill.'

In the next example, the class 2 object prefix G- agrees with the class 2 object:

(8.7) miki mu-ké yi ni-n3 um-Gkan-ag-a*”

la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III coP-1.DEM.I 35G:2.0-hear-PLUR-FV

%9 The H tone of the LH tone on the vowel of the object prefix, -, is associated with the

initial vowel of the verb -ukan- 'hear'.
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ba-bakt na ba-maku,

2:1b-father:3sG.poss and 2:1b-mother:3SG.POSS

ik-og-o mik{ wa-1-bibd kd  mu-sengi
33G:be-PLUR-FV  la.child 1.ASs-9a-honour PREP 3-village

'The girl who listens to her fathers and her mothers will be a child
of honour in the village.' (72006.9)

8.2.3  Three-place verbs

The most common three-place or ditransitive verb in Liko is -pé- 'give'. The
beneficiary or goal is the first object after the verb and is obligatorily represented
verb-internally by object agreement. In (8.8), the object prefix agrees with the first
object, the beneficiary mbunyaki. The patient liso occupies the second position
following the verb and does not take agreement:
(8.8) mu-ké6  a-*pa mbunyakt liso
l-woman 3sGP:1.0-give:Fv la.husband:3sG.Poss 5:eye
'The woman gave her husband the eye.' (72006.10)

Other examples of 'to give' in which the goal or beneficiary is not expressed as a
noun following the verb, but only as an object prefix, include:
(8.9) a-kdngs nd a-t{-pag-a ma-b6gu  kid-mbiso
1b-banana shoot 1.DEM.I 3SG-1PL.O-give:PLUR-FV 6-banana 17-back
'This banana shoot will give us bananas later.' (72006.7)

(8.10) Bé-ki-*pi-gu gutégu  1ib6  li-mwd dka'®
3PL-NEG:1.0-give:FV.ANT-NEG even S:water S5.ADJ-drinking CT
'"They did not give him EVEN DRINKING WATER.' (72006.2)

(8.11) moé-do-ku ké-‘pa bo-ti kak{
2PL-come:FV-DIR  9b:18G.O-give:Fv 2+ 9-clothes 3SG.POSS
'You (pl) come to give me his clothes.' (72009.21)

40 The particle 4ka indicates contrast, see 8.6.2. The contrasted phrase is marked with
underlining. In the free translation, it is marked with capitals. The surface tones on 4ka are

H.L when the preceding tone is High, and L.H when the preceding tone is Low.
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8.2.4 Derived two and three-place verbs

The following extensions introduce an argument in the valency frame of the verb:

Causative, Applicative and Benefactive. For a description and examples, see 7.11.

a. Causative
With the Causative extension, the causee role is introduced. An example of the
Causative extension with a one-place verb is:
(8.12) li-syé ni-15 bik-o kéwa ndit miné
5-day cop-5.0EM.I 3pL"sit-FV thus P,  TRACE
ka-u-pup-is-6-ka kénu ka  mu-seng{
9b-2.0-leave-CAUS-FV-DIR here  PREP 3-village
'The day on which they sat to cause them [the boys] to leave towards the
village.' (72006.4)

The Causative extension with a two-place verb:

(8.13) ba-samba ba-va i-titi, 66-do-ku noyu
2-circumcisor 3PL"-take:Fv 9a-anthill 3PL"-come:FV-DIR with:9.PRO
6u-dung-is-o  1we a-bakt  miki ibuind  na a-méakt
3pL":2.0-carry- 2SG.PRO 1b-father: la.child 2pPL.PRO and 1b-mother:
CAUS-FV 3SG.POSS 3SG.POSS
'"The circumcisors took an anthill, they came with it towards [you], they

1401

let them carry it, you the father of the child, you (pl) with his mother.
(T2006.4)

For the example in (8.14b), the basic verb -iga- return' is given in (8.14a):
(8.14)a. na ka-1g-a ki  li-gubd 16-tiko
1sG:be 9b-return-Fv PREP S-work  5.Ass-9.field
'l am returning to the work of the field'
b. baba a kam-ig-is-6 ma*makt
la.father 3sG:be 9b:1.0-return-CAUS-FV la.brother:3SG.POSS

'Father is causing his brother to return.'

401 In the context, time reference is the past. The morphology and the surface tones indicate

either Past or Future.
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In (b), the causee is a class 1a noun. The epenthetic /m/ of the object prefix reveals

the presence of the object prefix.

b. Applicative
The Applicative extension -1- introduces an argument with the semantic role of
patient or beneficiary. An example of the transitive verb -ndindil- 'tie up securely

with a rope™®

without the Applicative extension is:

(8.15) méa*‘mam 4a-ndindil-0 ndt mémi ki Iduld la-ndabu
la.brother: 3sGP:1.0-tie-Fv P, la.goat PREP 5-post 5.ASs-9.house
1SG.POSS

'My brother tied up a goat at a doorpost of the house.'

The Applicative extension introduces a beneficiary role to the valency of the verb:

(8.16) ma‘médmt 4-ndindil-y-& ndt mu-twétwo mémi ki  hduls
la.brother: 3sG”:1.0-tie- P, 1-blacksmith la.goat PREP 5-post
18G.POSS  APPL-FV

'My brother tied up a goat at a doorpost for the blacksmith.'

Switching the position of the beneficiary and the patient renders the sentence
semantically strange, because the first object is understood to be the beneficiary:
(8.17) ??ma*mamt a-ndindil-y-& ndt mém{ mu-twétwo ki  lhduls
la.brother:  3sG":1.0-tie- P, la.goat 1-blacksmith PREP 5-post
18G.POSS APPL-FV

'My brother tied up the blacksmith at a doorpost for a goat.'

If both the goal or beneficiary and the patient are human and only one is expressed,
the sentence becomes ambiguous, as in:
(8.18) ma‘mam a-ndindil-y-a ndt mu-twotwo ki  Iduls
la.brother:15G.POSS  3SG":1.0-tie-APPL-FV P,  1-blacksmith PREP 5-post
'My brother tied him up at a doorpost for the blacksmith.' /
'My brother tied up the blacksmith at a doorpost for him.'

402 Pogsibly this verb form has a lexicalized Resultative extension -tl-.



406 Chapter 8

In the following examples, -tiindul- 'push, stimulate' is a transitive verb with the
semantic roles of agent and patient. In (8.19a), the patient is the first object and is
referenced by the object prefix. In (8.19b, c¢), with the Applicative extension, the
beneficiary is the first object:
(8.19)a. na ka-*tindil-6  kinga k6  kpimé
1sG:be 9b:1.0-push-Fv la.bicycle PREP 9.hill
'l am pushing the bicycle up the hill.'
b. na ka-*tindul-y-6 tué kinga k6  kpimé
1sG:be 9b:1.0-push-APPL-FV la.old person la.bicycle PREP 9.hill
'l am pushing the bicycle up the hill for the old person.'
c. na ka-u-tandil-y-6 ba-tité kinga ké  kpimé
1sG:be 9b-2.0-push-APPL-FV 2-old person la.bicycle PREP 9.hill
'l am pushing the bicycle up the hill for the old persons.'
In (a), the object prefix agrees with kinga 'l1a.bicycle', whereas in (b), the object
prefix refers to tité '1a.old person' as can be seen by the change in the form of the

object prefix in (c), where the first object is plural.

The Causative and the Applicative extension may co-occur. In the following

example, the derived verb -igis- 'cause to return' has the Applicative extension -t-,
which gives ma*mékt 'his brother' the semantic role of goal. The first object is the
goal with object prefix agreement, as in (8.20a). A different number of extensions

or a lack of an agreeing object prefix renders the clause ungrammatical (8.20b-d).

(8.20)a. baba a kam-ig-is-y-6 ma*makt  mbaks
la.father 3sG:be 9b:1.0-return-CAUS-APPL-FV la.brother: 9.knife
3SG.POSS
'Father is returning the knife to his brother.'
b. *baba a  ko-ig-is-0 ma‘makt mbakd
9b-return-CAUS-FV
c. *baba a kam-ig-is-6 ma‘makt mbakd
9b:1.0-return-CAUS-FV
d. *pabd a  ké-ig-is-y-6 mé*makt mbaks

9b-return-CAUS-APPL-FV
In (b), an object prefix is missing for the first object ma*maéku. In (c), there is no
place for two objects in the argument structure of the verb. Two objects are

possible when the verb has both the Causative and the Applicative extension, but
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(d) is still ruled out, because there is no object prefix. Only (a) is correct, which
has both the Applicative extension and the class 1 object prefix which agrees with

ma‘maku.

c. Benefactive

The Benefactive extension -tli- indicates that the action is beneficial to a person or
disadvantageous to a person. The Benefactive extension introduces an argument
with the semantic role of beneficiary. When the basic verb is transitive, the object
of the basic verb loses its status as first object when the verb has the Benefactive
extension, as is apparent by the position of the object with respect to the verb and
by the agreement relation with the object prefix. The new argument of the verb,

derived with the Benefactive extension, takes over as first object.

An example of the Benefactive extension with a one-place verb, ki- 'die":
(8.21) ta-*kw-ily-a ndv gbuké
1pLP:1.0-die-BEN-FV" P,  la.rat
'We died for rat.' (72006.3)

The Benefactive extension with a two-place verb licences a third argument, e.g.
-pik- 'build":
(8.22) ba-bugwakt bu-pik-ily-o ba-tité ndabu
2-uncle:38G.POSS  3PL:2.0-build-BEN-FV  2-o0ld person 9.house

'His uncles built / will build*** a house for the old people.'

8.2.5 Object agreement

Liko is a so-called OM-1 language (Bearth 2003:124): a maximum of one object
marker inside the verb form is allowed. Liko shows grammatical agreement
between the first object and the object prefix in the verb. Object marking is not
related to semantic roles or to the semantic category of the noun. Agreement is

limited to speech participants, third person singular and plural and to all and only

% For Bt-pik-ily-o, it is not possible to know whether a prefixal H tone of the Past TAM
melody is present; if it is present, it merges with the underlying H tone of the third person

plurla subject prefix b4-.



408 Chapter 8

nouns belonging to classes 1 and 2 (including subclasses of class 1); for these,

object agreement is compulsory.

(8.23)a. ba-wanza b6a-*ksl-a mém{
2-boy 3pL:1.0-untie-FV  la.goat
'"The boys untied / will untie the goat.'
b. ba-wanzd b60-kdl-a ba-mémi
2-boy 3pL:2.0-untie-FvV  2-goat
'The boys untied / will untie the goats.'
In (a), the L tone of the class 1 object prefix - has caused the non-automatic
downstep, see 4.6.5. In (b), 6G- is the realization after V,-elision of the vowel of
the third person plural subject prefix 64- preceding the class 2 object prefix U-. The
L tone of the object prefix contour has been removed through L-tone deletion, see
4.6.4.

The following examples show that the verb form contains only one object prefix in
clauses where two objects occur. The first object (if it belongs to classes 1 or 2) is
coded in the verb form by means of an object prefix, but the second object is not

agreement marked.

(8.24)a. Bokotdgi  u-kimb-o 60-miki
"Bokétogi"  3sG:2.0-carry-Fv - 2-child
"Bokotogi will carry the children.'

b. Bokotogi  a-kumb-ily-a ma‘*makt 60-miki
"Bokotogi"  3sG:1.0-carry-BEN-FV  la.sister:3SG.PosS  2-child
'‘Bokotogi will carry the children for her sister.'

An object prefix in the verb form which agrees with the second object 6omikd,
renders the sentence ungrammatical:
(8.25) *Bokotogi u-kimb-ily-o ma‘makt 6o-miki
"Bokotogi"  35G:1.0:2.0-carry-BEN-FV  la.sister:3sG.pOSS  2-child
Int. 'Bokotogi will carry the children for her sister.'

If the beneficiary is the first person plural (object prefix ti-), there is no sign of the
class 2 object prefix (G-):
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(8.26) Bokotogi  a-ti-kimb-ily-o bo-miki
"Bok6togi"  3sG-1PL.O-carry-BEN-FV  2-child
'‘Bokotogi will carry the children for us.'

A remarkable characteristic of object agreement in Liko is that it concerns persons

and all and only nouns of class 1 (and its subclasses) and 2.

In the following examples, the object séléngiindé 'peanut’ is inanimate, but it
belongs to class 1a, as can be seen from the class 1 concord of the associative
prefix wa:
(8.27) bi-digt-digt 4be séléngindé wa-i-kpodoyiya
MOD-soft like la.peanut 1.Ass-1c-peanut butter cooked in water

'soft like peanuts of peanut butter cooked in water'

When séléngiindé is the object of the verb, this is obligatorily marked by means of
an object prefix because of its noun-class membership. In (8.28a), the presence of
the class 1 object prefix blocks further [+ ATR] spreading and causes non-
automatic downstep. Because the object in (8.28b), ndiké, belongs to class 9, there
is no object agreement and no object prefix is allowed:
(8.28)a. na ka-*kéng-6 séléngindé (*ko6-kong-96)
1sG:be 9b:1.0-roast-Fv la.peanuts (9b-roast-Fv)
'l am roasting peanuts.'
b. na ko-kéng-6 ndikéd (*ka-‘kong-06)
1sG:be 9b-roast-FV  9.palm-nut pit  (9b:1.0-roast-FVv)

'l am roasting palm-nut pits.'

In similar examples, the object prefix is obligatorily present in (8.29a) and
obligatorily absent in (8.29b):
(8.29)a. ba kéwd ndt ka-‘mbimb-6  séléngindé
3pLbe thus Py 9b:1.O0-throw-FV la.peanuts
'They were throwing peanuts.'
b. ba kowa ndit k6-mbimb-6 ma-ta-mu
3pL”:be thus p;  9b-throw-Fv  6-stone-6
'"They were throwing stones.'

In (a), kémbimb6 is not acceptable, whereas in (b), kd*mbimb6 is not allowed.
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These examples and the ones given in the section on object prefixes (see 7.5.1)
indicate that animacy and/or definiteness hierarchies which are useful to describe
differences in object marking in other Bantu languages, e.g. human > animate >
inanimate, do not apply in Liko. Classes 1 (and its subclasses) and 2 are the only
classes for which object prefixes exist and all class 1 and 2 nouns require an object
prefix regardless of their semantic category. Object marking for objects of other
classes is ungrammatical. According to Riedel (2009:52): "This object marking
pattern is highly unusual in the Bantu language family, with Makhuwa being the

only language known to exhibit such a pattern.”

Other examples with two-place verb forms in which there is no object prefix are
given below. In the first and the second example, with a class 5 object, the absence
of the object prefix can be seen from the fact that there is no non-automatic

downstep. In the third example too, with a class 6 object, there is no object prefix.

(8.30) Ikébu  Tkéan-a li-y0  ka-Zanglya
"Ikobu" 3sGP:hear-FV® 5.voice GEN-"Zangiya"
'Ikobu heard the voice of Zangwya.' (72009.21)

(8.31) i-ngbo 6-tindik-o  Ii-tdmbl ngangd yi{-sdd na  mu-kundd
Ic-aardvark 3sGP-push-Fv 5-ground 9.time 9.NUM- with 3-tail
three

'Aardvark pushed the ground three times with [its] tail. (72006.3)

(8.32) a-bakt mu-sikd nd a-va ma-l{l{ mj
1b-father:3sG.poss  1-girl 1.DEM.I 3sGP-take:Fv 6-food  6.DEM.I
'The father of this girl took this food.' (72006.2)

8.2.6 Passive

Liko does not have passive morphology or syntax. There is no reflex of the
reconstructed Proto-Bantu passive extension *-u- or *-ibu- (Stappers 1967).
Passivization in the sense of promoting an object to subject and demoting the
subject does not occur. Liko uses either an indefinite personal form, the third
person plural subject prefix 6a-, or a combination of the reflexive prefix i- and the

Causative extension -is- to express passive meaning. The first method is not
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frequent and the second is rare. The language prefers active sentences. In sentences

where the agent is present, an active construction must be used.

Examples of the use of an indefinite personal form are given first. In the one
below, details are given about the way in which the body of a dead man is cooked:
(8.33) ma-kold kak{ bamb-a na soyt
6-meat  3sG.Poss 3pL":cook-Fv with 9.seed
'His meat was prepared with condiment.' (72006.2)

In a story where a man was put to the test to see if he could endure hunger:
(8.34) a-syé mu-kakd, kani Ha-ka-*pi-gu gutigu
3sGP-pass:FV  1.ADJ-alone when 3PL-NEG:1.0-give:FV.ANT-NEG even
lib6  li-mwd dka
S:water 5.ADJ-drinking CT
'He passed [the night] alone, while they did not give him / he was not
given EVEN DRINKING WATER.' (72006.2)

In the following two examples, both an active and a passive interpretation are
possible. At the end of a technical instruction about making body oil from palm-nut
pits, the author adds:
(8.35) mbiké yi ni-y3 66-kéng-og-o miné ndikd
9.pot  9.DEM.III COP-9.DEM.I 3PL’-roast-PLUR-FV TRACE 9.palm-nut pit
66-mw-ag-a-tG miné 1i66 kyé o-lumb-is-og-o
3pPL -drink-PLUR-FV-INS TRACE 5:water because 3SG-smell-CAUS-PLUR-FV
1i66 la-nza kiGgbe
S:water 5.ASs-good very
'[From] that pot (exclusive) in which palm-nut pits were roasted,
they often drink water / often water is drunk, because because it will
cause the water to taste very good.' (72006.6)

An indefinite personal form is often used when a name of a character in a story is

given. In the following example, the full name of the man is Kibigu Kadigya*®.

4% The meaning of @-kib-i-gu kd-digy-3, 3SG-NEG:know-FV-NEG 9b-say-Fv, is: 'he will not

know [what] to say'.
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(8.36) ki  bu-kudu ba-kog-o kéwd ndi b6¢ Kibi
PREP 14-shortness 3pPL’-cut:PLUR-FV thus Py  comp "Kibi"

'For shortness, people cut it [short] to Kibi / it was cut [short] to Kibi.
(T2006.1)

Examples of possible passive interpretation in relative clauses:

(8.37)a. natdkonyi 6i niné  ni-nd
1SG-find-FV.ANT P,  la.aunt COP-1.DEM.I
ba-sukss-ily-a nddku  bo-ti
3pL’-wash-BEN-FV* P, 2+9-clothes
'T found the aunt for whom they washed clothes / for whom clothes
were washed.' (72006.6)

b. a ndt ni-sd
3sG”be pP;  cop-19.DEM.I
ba-lik-y-ag-a ndi 6¢ st-mai-so si-dingi
3pL’-call-APPL-PLUR-FV P,  COMP 19-circumcision-19 19.ADJ-big
'"There was that one which they called / which was called big
circumcision.' (72006.4)

The other strategy to express passive meaning is by indirect causation, a
combination of the reflexive prefix and the Causative extension, e.g.:
(8.38)a. ni-bin-is-i
1SG:REFL-break-CAUS-FV.ANT
'l was broken.' (I let myself be broken)
b. ta ka-i-tong-is-6
IpL:be  9b-REFL-count-CAUS-FV
'We are counted.' (We let ourselves be counted)
c. mama a ka-i-bum-is-6
la.mother 3sG:be 9b-REFL-hit-CAUS-FV
'Mother is beaten.' (Mother let herself be beaten)

If the agent is human and expressed in the sentence, using the reflexive prefix in
combination with the Causative extension is not possible. The sentence has to be

rephrased in order to make the agent the syntactic subject:
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(8.39)a. *mama a ké-i-bum-is-6 na a-loké nd
la.mother 3sG:be 9b-REFL-hit-CAUS-FV with 1b-man 1.DEM.I
Int. 'Mother is beaten by that man.'

b. a-16ké  nd a ka-bum-a mama
1b-man 1.DEM.I 3sG:be 9b:1.0-hit-Fv la.mother

'That man is beating mother.'

In eliciting sentences using French passive voice with a human agent as input, Liko
speakers consistently return to active sentences in which the agent is the syntactic
subject. For example, in the question and answer Par qui as-tu ét¢ enseigné
aujourd’hui ?'By whom were you taught today?' and Jai ét¢ enseigné par la
nouvelle enseignante 'l was taught by the new teacher', only the translations given
below are acceptable for the question and the answer:
(8.40)a. wani n3d u-wonis-il-i na l-syé ni-It ?
lawho 1.DEM.I 3SG:28G.O-teach-RES-FV.ANT with 5-day cCOP-5.DEM.II
'Who taught you today?'
b. mu-wonisili wa-mbiya nd e-wonis-il-i
1-teacher l.Ass-new 1.DEM.I 3SG:1SG.O-teach-RES-FV.ANT

'The new teacher taught me.'

In translated biblical texts, the passive voice is always an active sentence in Liko if
the agent is a person as in (8.41a) and nearly always if the agent is not a person as
in (8.41b):
(8.41)a. Kunzi a-‘tik-o-kd malatka Gabilieli
la.God 3sG:1.0-send-Fv-DIR la.angel "Gabilieli"
'God sent the angel Gabriel.' (franslated Luke 1:26)
b. li-b6ése 4-wany-a kéwa ndu yi
5-fate 3sG”:1.0-show-Fv thus P;  1.PRO
"The lot pointed at him." (franslated Luke 1:9)

An example in which the agent is not a person and where the reflexive prefix
combined with the Causative extension is used, is:
(8.42) mu-ké6  6é-moti  ni-nd mikak{ mu-ké6  yi
l-woman 1.NUM-one COP-1.DEM.I la.child:3sG.pOoSs 1-woman 1.DEM.III
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4 ndv ka-i-gyogy-is-6 na  li-limba

3sG-be P;  9b-REFL-suffer-CAUS-FV with 5-spell

'A woman whose daughter was suffering from a spell.' (franslated Mark
7:25)

The agent is expressed following na.

8.2.7 Locatives

Locatives phrases are not part of the argument structure of Liko verbs. They are
obligatorily preceded by a preposition, unless they are locative nouns.
Relativization or left-dislocation of prepositional phrases or class 17 locative nouns
requires the trace particle, which distinguishes adjuncts from objects (see 8.4 and
8.6.3).

In (8.43), leaving out the preposition renders the sentence ungrammatical:
(8.43)a. kasinzi 6-pup-a ndt ki  li-b6iso
la.mouse 3SGP-come out-FV P;  PREP 5-hole
'The mouse came out of the hole [in the ground].'
b. *kasinz{ 6-pup-a ndt  li-6iso

la.mouse 3sGP-come out-FvV P,  5-hole

Increasing the valency of the verb by means of the Applicative extension, as in
(8.44b), does not make the preposition redundant nor licence the locative phrase:
(8.44)a. mu-k6  mikam 6-pup-a ndt k& ndabu
l-woman la.child:1SG.POSS 3sGP-come out-FV P,  PREP 9.house
'My daughter-in-law came out of the house.'
b. *mu-k6  mikdmt 6-pup-y-a ndt ndabu

I-woman la.child:1SG.POSS  3SGP-come out-APPL-FV P;  9.house

If -pup- 'come out' has the Applicative extension, the additional argument
designates a reason, e.g.:

(8.45) mu-ké6  mikamt 6-pup-y-a ndt ki ndabu
l-woman la.child:1SG.POSS  3SGP-come out-APPL-FV P,  PREP 9.house
kd-ind-& k&  1i-bi  kaki{
9b-go-FV PREP S-clan 3SG.POSS

'My daughter-in-law came out of the house to go to her family.'
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In the following pair, the noun in the prepositional phrase becomes the patient of
the verb with the Applicative extension:
(8.46)a. ba-mbanzi b6i ni-65 66-sil-a ndt ka-a-bul{
2-person 2.0EM.III cop-2.DEM.I 3pL’-arrive-FV P;  GEN-1b-demon

'Those men arrived at [the place of] a demon.'

b. ba-mbéanzs  bi ni-63 ba-sil-y-a ndt a-buli
2-person 2.0EM.III cop-2.DEM.I 3pL":1.0-arrive- p;  1b-demon
APPL-FV

'Those men met a demon.'

8.3 Word order

8.3.1 Clause structure

The canonical word order in Liko is S V O, O, (X,), where "S" refers to the
subject, "O," to the first object, "O," to the second object and "X" to adjuncts. First
the order of the arguments S, O, and O, with respect to each other and the verb is
described. S, O, and O, are full NPs or pronouns. Agreement prefixes for subjects
and for class 1 or 2 first objects are obligatory, regardless of whether S and O, are
full NPs or not.

The clause in (8.47a) shows that a full subject NP can be left out, but not the
subject prefix on the verb, as in (8.47b):
(8.47)a. o-gbit- 6i bu-siyo ni-b63
3sG-fell-FV.ANT P, 14-tree  COP-14.DEM.I
'He felled this tree.'
b. *Makénzyéala gbit-1 6i bu-siyo ni-63
"Makanzyald" fell-Fv.ANT P, 14-tree  COP-14.DEM.I
Int. 'Makanzyala felled this tree.'

This is also the case with respect to objects. The clause in (8.48a) shows that a full
object NP can be left out, but not the object prefix on the verb, which agrees with
the first object if it belongs to classes 1 or 2, as in (8.48b):
(8.48)a. a ka-u-kpumy-6 ké  tutd
3sG:be 9b-2.0-hunt-Fv  PREP 9.forest

'He is hunting them in the forest.'
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b. *a ké-kpumy-6 ba-nyama ko6  tutd
3sG:be 9b-hunt-Fv 2-animal PREP 9.forest

Int. 'He is hunting animals in the forest.'

An object preceding the subject or the verb is rare. The only case found in the ten
texts in Appendix 1 is:
(8.49) mu-kimbé kakd, wa-maky-a ki ndidbu kaks
1-luggage 2SG.POSS  28G:1.0-put in-FV PREP 9.house 2SG.POSS
"Your belongings, you will store in your house.' (72006.58)
In this text, the object NP is the topic of the clause and it is followed by a short

pause. Preposing like this is analysed as an external topic (see 8.6.4).

If both subject and object have the same person and number features, the subject
and object prefixes do not identify their syntactic function and semantic role. In
these cases of unresolved ambiguity, speakers of the language fall back on the
canonical SVO word order to disambiguate the meaning of the sentence. If a clause
contains more than one object, the order of the objects is determined by the
valency of the verb. With three-place verbs, the object with the beneficiary role
occurs as the first object. It is followed by the patient or goal. When a semantic
role is introduced in the valency of a two-place verb, the object with the new

semantic role obligatorily is the first object.

Time adverbials follow the verb form and occur preceding the first object. In
(8.50a), nzGy1 follows the verb and the time adverbial "'ndt. (8.50b) is

ungrammatical, because the object precedes the time adverbial:

(8.50)a. ba-tuté bi-tikil-og-a ndt nzéyt na mo-lingd moé-pi
2-old person 3PL":REFL-rub- P;  9.body with 6-oil 6.AsS-black
PLUR-FV
'The forefathers used to rub their bodies in with black oil.' (72006.6)
b. *ba-tité bi-tikil-og-0 nzGyt ndi na  mo-lingd moé-pi
2-old person 3PL":REFL-rub- 9.body P,  with 6-0il 6.Ass-black

PLUR-FV



Topics in Syntax 417

The object prefix in the verb form agrees with the first object if the object belongs
to classes 1 or 2. Object agreement does not allow a first object to follow another
object in the clause:
(8.51)a. mu-tiky-ily-6 miki  mu-pumi
1.0-close-BEN-FV.IMP  1-child 3-door
'Close the door for the child!'
b. *mu-tiky-ily-6 mu-pumi mik{
1.0-close-BEN-FV.IMP  3-door 1-child
In (a), the first object with beneficiary role, miki, is the first object following the
verb with the Benefactive extension. Although miki is referenced by the class 1
object prefix mu-*®, inversion of the two objects as in (b) is ungrammatical. The
object mupumf of the basic transitive verb is not allowed to occur as the first object

when the verb has the Benefactive extension.

In (8.52a), banyama is the first object following the basic transitive verb. In
(8.52b), where the verb has the Benefactive extension, the beneficiary, bugwaku, is
the first object. The object prefix agrees with the first object. (8.52¢c) is
ungrammatical, because the new argument of the Benefactive extension is not the
first object.

(8.52)a. Tapandbi a ka-u-kpumy-6 bHa-nyama
Tapanobi  3sG:be 9b-2.0-hunt-Fv  2-animal
'Tapanobi is hunting animals.'

b. Tapandbi a ka-kpumyily-6 bugwakt ba-nyama
Tapanobi  3sG:be 9b:1.0-hunt:BEN-FV la.uncle:3SG.POSS 2-animal
'Tapanobi is hunting animals for his uncle.'

c. *Tapanobi a ka-kpumyily-6 ba-nyama bugwakt
Tapanobi 3sG:be  9b:1.0-hunt:BEN-FV  2-animal la.uncle:3SG.POSS
Int. 'Tapanobi is hunting animals for his uncle.'

405 The class 1 object prefix in Imperative forms.
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Adjuncts follow objects the canonical word order, as stated at the beginning of this
section. Nouns functioning as adjuncts are usually preceded by a preposition. Class

17 locative nouns occur as adjuncts without a preposition.

It is ungrammatical to have an adjunct between the verb and an object. ki nziyt 'on
the body' has to follow the object:

(8.53)a. mo-lingd moé-pi a-mwJg-o pindd ki nziyn
6-oil 6.ass-black 3sG/PL-kill:PLUR-FV  9.scabies PREP 9.body
'Black oil will kill scabies on the body.'

b. *mo-lingd moé-pi a-mw3g-o kd nzéyt péanda
6-oil 6.ass-black  3SG/PL-kill:PLUR-FV PREP 9.body 9.scabies

(8.54)a. Tapandébi a ka-u-kpumy-6 ba-nyama ké tutd

"Tapanobi" 3sG:be 9b-2.0-hunt-Fv 2-animal  PREP 9.forest
'"Tapanobi is hunting animals in the forest.'
b. Tapandbi a ka-kpumy-ily-6 bugwédkt ba-nyamd ké  tutd
"Tapanobi" 3sG: 9b:1.0-hunt-BEN- la.uncle: 2-animal PREP 9.forest
be FV 35G.POSS
'"Tapanobi is hunting animals in the forest for his uncle.'
c. *Tapanobi a ka-kpumy-ily-6 bugwékt ké tutd ba-nyama
"Tapanobi" 3SG: 9b:1.0-hunt-BEN- la.uncle: PREP 9.forest 2-animal
be Fv 3SG.PoSs
(c) is ungrammatical because an adjunct, in this case ko tutii 'in the forest', cannot

occur between two objects.

(8.55)a. Makdnzy4la**® o-gbit-i 6i bu-siyo ni-b3
"Makanzyalda"  3sG-fell-Fv.ANT P, 14-tree  COP-14.DEM.I
'Makanzyala felled this tree.'

46 Makanzyald is a name for a boy who is born after his mother has given birth to twins.
Another name for a boy born after twins is Néb6ésé. When a girl is born after twins, she will
be called Bokotdgi or Inguli. Common names for twins are Nangda, Sengi (for boys) and
Nat6, Ideyi (for girls). In the case of triplets, the third child is given one of the names just
mentioned for a child who is born after twins. In Liko, the word for 'a twin' is cl. 1 mu-6igi
and the word for 'a child born after twins' is cl. 1 mu-koB3.
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b. Makénzyald o-gbit-1 6i bu-siyo ni-65 ks-syaku
"Makénzyald" 3sG-fell-FV.ANT P, 14-tree  coP-14.DEM.I 17-side across
ariver

'Makanzyala cut this tree across the river.'

c. Makéanzyala  o-gbit-i 6i bu-siyo ni-63
"Makanzyala"  3sG-fell-FV.ANT P,  14-tree CopP-14.DEM.I
ki-syaku i*syéyikubi na  bBu-gogd na  gboni kak{
17-side across a river yesterday with 14-sunset with 9.axe  3SG.POSS

'Makanzyala felled this tree across the river yesterday evening with his

axe.

The order of adjunts is variable, as the following examples show. (8.56b - g) are
acceptable ways to continue the clause started in (8.56a):
(8.56)a. Tapandbi a ka-u-kpumy-6 bHa-nyama
Tapanobi  3sG:be 9b-2.0-hunt-Fv  2-animal
'"Tapanobi is hunting animals ...
b. ké tutd ka  bu-sdbr  bHa-de na be-nvd b63-6a
PREP 9.forest PREP 14-sunrise 14.AsS-cold with 2:1c-dog 2.NUM-two
... in the forest at daybreak with two dogs.'
c. ké tutd na be-nvd b63-6a ka  bu-sdbr  ba-de
PREP O.forest with 2:lc-dog 2.NUM-two PREP 14-sunrise 14.ASs-cold

... in the forest with two dogs at daybreak.'

d. ka bu-sobt ba-de k6 tuti na benvd b63-63
e. ka bu-sobt ba-de na benva b64-6a k6 tutd
f. na benva 6a-6a k6 tutd ka bu-sdbr b6a-de
g. na benva b64-6a ka bu-sdbt ba-de ko tutd

The preferred orders are location, time and manner as in (b), or location, manner

and time as in (c).

Adjuncts which express manner or instruments generally occur at the end of the
clause. The following sentence exemplifies an instrument adjunct:
(8.57) Makanzyald o-gbit-i bu-siyo  ks-syaku
"Makénzyald" 3sG-fell-FV.ANT  14-tree 17-side across a river
na  gboni kak{ ya-mbuya
with 9.axe 3SG.POSS 9.ASS-new

'Makanzyala felled this tree with his new axe across the river.'
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Clauses with instrument adjuncts occurring before other adjuncts are judged not

well-formed. In particular when instrument adjuncts are longer phrases, the clauses

are deemed hardly acceptable, as in:

(8.58)

??Makénzyald o-gbit-i 6i bu-siyo ni-63

"Makanzyala"  3sG-fell-Fv.ANT P, 14-tree  COP-14.DEM.I

na gboni kak{ ya-mbiya ks-syaku i*syéyikubi
with 9.axe 3SG.POSS 9.Ass-new 17-side across a river yesterday

'Makanzyala felled this tree with his new axe across the river yesterday.'

When asked to split clauses with three adjuncts as in (8.59a) in two, the Liko

consultants prefer to put the instrument adjunct in a separate clause (8.59b, c).

(8.59)a.

Tapandbi a ka-kpumy-ily-6  bugwakt ba-nyama
"Tapanobi" 3sG:be 9b:1.0-hunt-BEN-FV la.uncle:3SG.POSS 2-animal

ké tutd ka  bu-sdbr  ba-de na be-nvd b64-6a

PREP 9.forest PREP l4-sunrise 14.Ass-cold with 2:1c-dog 2.NUM-two
'"Tapanobi is hunting animals for his uncle in the forest at daybreak with
two dogs.'

Tapandbi a na be-nvd b63-ba.

"Tapanobi" 3sG:be with 2:lc-dog 2.NUM-two

A ka-kpumy-ily-6  bugwakt ba-nyama

3sG:be 9b:1.0-hunt-BEN-FV  la.uncle:3SG.POSS 2-animal

ké tutd ka  bu-sdbr  ba-de.

PREP 9.forest PREP 14-sunrise 14.Ass-cold

'"Tapanobi has two dogs. He is hunting animals for his uncle in the forest
at daybreak.'

Tapandbi a ka-kpumy-ily-6  bugwakt ba-nyama
"Tapanobi" 3sG:be 9b:1.0-hunt-BEN-FV la.uncle:3SG.POSS 2-animal

ké tutd ka  bu-sdbr  ba-de.

PREP 9.forest PREP 14-sunrise 14.Ass-cold

A na be-nvd ba-ba.

3sG:be with 2:lc-dog 2.NUM-two

'"Tapanobi is hunting animals for his uncle in the forest at daybreak. He

has two dogs.'
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8.3.2 Non-verbal clauses

Simple clauses without finite verbs are used mainly for descriptive purposes. Non-
verbal clauses are also attested for direct speech, questions and the introduction of

proper names.

A verb may be absent when some characteristic of the subject is expressed by a
property denoting predicate:
(8.60) mu-I0kG mazyazya k&  li-mbengi b6i{-kpi
1-man 9.joy PREP 5-heart MoD-full
'The man [was] happy to the heart full.', i.e. overjoyed (72006.1)

(8.61) tiko  6i-bede-bede na  ma-lil{
9.field moD-full up to the brim with 6-food
'The field [was] completely full with food.' (72006.3)

(8.62) b¢ kyé -kwi yi1-na, ba-mbanzG 6i-kokolé-kokolo
in order that 9a-looking 9.DEM.II-CONN 2-person MOD-stiff
'‘By looking, people [had become] stiff.' (72006.1)

(8.63) bU-galdbi, mo-nzonzd ma-nda
14-the day after tomorrow 3-long rain  6.AsS-long
'The next day, [there was] a long rain.' (72006.1)

Property denoting predicates can be preceded by a suppletive form of the verb 'to
be' (see 7.13). Examples include:
(8.64)a. pété a yo-wilill
9.ring 3sG:be 9.Ass-round
'The ring is round.’
b. li-gugt a la-nza
S-reed 3sG:be 5.Ass-good
'It is a nice reed.'
c. ba-né-kokod ba ba-pUpu
2-pa:l-instrument 3PL:be 2.AsS-hard

'Nekokos (musical instruments) are very hard (sound).'
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d. li-gub6 la-sablini a la-ptpu  kigbe
5-work  5.Ass-la.soap bar 3sG:be 5.ASs-hard very
'The work (making) of a soap bar is very difficult.' (72006.5)

In comparisons involving abe 'like', the finite form of a verb may be left out. In
(8.65a), a suppletive form of the verb 'to be' is present; in (8.65b), it is not:
(8.65)a. miki mu-ké6  yi a abe siba
la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III 3sG:be like 9.ivory
'A girl is like ivory.' (72006.9)
b. miki{ mu-ké  yi abe papa yé-li-kingo.
la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III like 9.calabash 9.Ass-5-raffia.
'The girl [is] like raffia calabash.', i.e. with a very soft skin (72006.2)

In non-verbal clauses, the descriptive element can be an ideophone which
expresses the action involved, as in:
(8.66) kanga bi-weee
la.guinea-fowl MOD-"weee"

"

'The guinea-fowl "weee".', i.e. raised itself

(8.67) liso  bi-nzeee bi-ke ka  mu-ligi
S:eye MOD-"nzege" MOD-"ke" PREP 3-vine

'"The eye "nzeee" "ke" against a vine., i.e. it fell and broke against a vine

(8.68) sukopfi miso bi-nganganga
laeopard 6:eye MoOD-stare wide-eyed
'Leopeard [looked] eyes wide open.' (72006.3)

In equative sentences, the invariable copula m links the two elements. If two noun
phrases have the same referent, whether they are singular or plural, animate or
inanimate, they are connected by m 'COP'. For example:
(8.69)a. li-gugé mt  li-tdnito
S5-reed cop S-weed
'A reed is a weed.'
b. ba-né-kokod nt  be-su 6oy6-duméd
2-pa:l-instrument COP 2+ 9:9a-instrument 2+ 9.AsS-9.dance

'Nekokos are instruments to accompany a dance.'



Topics in Syntax 423

c. mu-ké  ka-tité n  titésa
1-woman GEN-la.old person cop 1la.old person:1PL.POSS
'The wife of our grandfather is our grandmother.'
In the case of negation, the third person singular negative form of -ik- 'be', kégu,

follows nu.

The main clause preceding direct speech or an indirect order using a Subjunctive is
usually non-verbal. These clauses are characterized by na 'with', which precedes
the interlocutor and the complementizer 6¢ (6€ occurs at the end of the clause and
is followed by a pause):
(8.70) wi 4dka na ngdma ka-60-nzikabs bé:
1.PRO only with la.chief GEN-2-man without mercy CcoOMP
ngaméa, na kapa ku-kwa-ku
la.chief 1sG:be 9b-want:Fv 15-death-15
'He [said] to the chief of the robbers: "Chief, I am longing to die." '
(72009.21)

(8.71) KaNgasa 4dka na 1yi b6¢6: wind-4 ki k3
"Ka Ngasa" only with 1.PRO COMP 2SG:go-FV.IMP PREP 5-spring
'Ka Ngasa [said] to him: "Go to a spring." ' (72006.1)

(8.72) a kéwa ndi li-syé li-moti, sibi 6a-dw-an-an-a
3sG:be thus P, 5-day 5.NUM-one la.tortoise 3PL"-offend-Ass-ASS-FV
na mbungG, i dka na 1yl bé:
with la.elephant 1.PRO only with 1.PRO CcoOMP
yE mbungl, wa-kem-in-o-nf ‘t3-gu bu-kédé
excuse me! la.elephant 2SG-NEG:1SG.O-see-FV-NEGSUBJ INS-NEG ~ 14-small
'One day, tortoise quarrelled with elephant, he [said] to him: Excuse me!

Elephant, do not see me [as someone who is] small.' (72007.14)

In the examples above, dka does not indicate contrast (see 8.6.2 for contrast). In
these constructions, it concerns the adverbial aka 'only', which optionally follows

the speaker and can be left out, as in:
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(8.73) sukopi no gbuké b6¢ ind-{ ka-kis-a btbunza
laldeopard and larat COMP 3SG:go-FV.SUBJ 9b-search-FvV 9.rotten
mushroom
'Leopard [said] to rat that he should go to find rotten mushrooms.'

(T2006.3)

A non-verbal clause can be used in questions that ask for a description of
something or a situation:
(8.74) 1-ki piye ?
9a-what thus
'What thus [is]?', i.e. what happened? (72006.1)

(8.75) 1i-pigo ya-nyami tné s& mu?
9a-species 9.Ass-la.animal which thus 1.DEM.II

'What kind of animal [is] this?' (72006.1)

When a participant is introduced in a story, Liko has two common ways to present
his or her name. The first one has a suppletive form of the verb 'to be', the word
for 'name' and the complementizer B€:
(8.76) mbdku a ndt lino 6é Budumé
la.adult 3sG:be P,  S:name comp "Budumo"
'The adult man was called Budumo.' (72007.6)

A shorter way to introduce a participant is by putting fna 6€ 'S.name COMP'
preceding the proper name. In a context which is situated in the past, a Past time
adverbial is added between ina and 6¢: ind ndi 6€ 'S.name P; COMP'":

(8.77) k& mu-sengi ka-Bavakwdokwo,

PREP 3-village  GEN-people of "Kwokwo"

a ndt mou-lilikd 6é-moti  na ndt 6¢ Kibigu Kadigya
3sGibe P;  l-trapper 1.NUM-one Smame P, coMP "Kibigu Kadigya"
'In the village of Bavakwokwo was a trapper called Kibigu Kadigya.'
(T2006.1)
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8.4 Relative clauses

In this section, headed relative clauses are described first, followed by headless
relative clauses. Headed relative clauses modify a noun, the nominal head. They
regularly occur at the end of the noun phrase following other elements. Relative
clauses are linked to the head noun by means of the copula and a demonstrative.
The demonstrative agrees with the head noun (see 6.1.2). Arguments and adjuncts
can be relativized, but relativization of adjuncts requires the presence of the trace

particle miné. There is no relative marker in the verb morphology.

a. Headed relative clauses - Arguments
To start with, relativized subjects are presented. The connection between the

nominal head and the relative clause consists of the copula and a type I

demonstrative:
(8.78)a. mu-sitkd ni-nd 6-bin-a ndt
1-girl cop-1.DEM.I 3sG"-dance-Fv P,

"The girl who danced ...
b. mu-tG wa-st  ni-nd dm-in-3 ndt
I-man 1.Ass-all cop-1.DEM.I 3sG":1.0-see-FV P,

'Every man who saw him ...

(8.79) nam-in-i 6i mu-sika
18G:1.0-see-FV.ANT P,  1-girl
ni-n3 a-sukus-ily-1 6i niné  bo-ti
cop-1.DEM.I 38G:1.0-wash-BEN-FV.ANT P, la.aunt 10-clothes

'l saw the girl who washed clothes for my aunt.'

The combination of the copula and a demonstrative is also used as a demonstrative,
without introducing a relative clause. The other interpretation of (8.78a) is 'That
girl danced.' Similarly, when a type III demonstrative, indicating the exclusiveness
of the referent, is followed by the copula and a type I demonstrative, both
interpretations are possible:
(8.80) mu-sikd yi ni-n3 6-bin-a ndt
1-girl 1.DEM.III cop-1.DEM.I 3sG"-dance-Fv P,

'That girl (exclusive) danced.' / 'That girl (exclusive) who danced ...’
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Examples of relative clauses in which an object is relativized are given next. The
following two simple clauses are used:
(8.81)a. na-mwi nyama
15G:1.0-kill:FV.ANT  la.animal
'I killed an animal.'
b. a ka-*ly-a nyama
3sG:be 9b:1.0-eat-FvV  la.animal

'He is eating an animal.'

(8.82)a. a ka-‘ly-a nyamd  ni-nd na-mwi
3sG:be 9b:1.0-eat-Fv la.animal copP-1.DEM.I 1SG:1.0-kill:FV.ANT
'He is eating the animal that I killed.'

b. a ka-‘ly-4 nyama  yi n{-n3 na-mwi
3sG:be 9b:1.0- laanimal 1.pEM.III cop-1.DEM.I 1sG:1.0-

eat-Fv kill:FV.ANT
'He is eating this animal (exclusive) which I killed.'
Both in (a) and in (b), the only interpretation possible is the one with a relative

clause.

The following example shows that the demonstrative following the copula agrees
with its antecedent (the demonstrative has class 5 concord):
(8.83) ngama and-ag-a-tG goni 1i66
la.chief 3SG:look-PLUR-FV-INS also  S:water
ni-13 ba-tG  kak{ 66-mw-6g-0
cor-5.DEM.I 2-man 3SG.POSS 3PL-drink-PLUR-FV
'A chief also keeps an eye on the water that his people drink.' (72006.7)

The demonstrative may be repeated to mark the end of the relative clause. For

example:
(8.84)a. a ka-‘ly-a nyamd  ni-nd na-mwi nd
3sG:be 9b:1.0-cat-Fv la.animal cop-1.DEM.I 1sG:1.0-kill: 1.DEM.I
FV.ANT
'He is eating the animal that I killed.'
b. titakt a ka-in-& ma-l{l{ mi

la:old person:her 3sG:be 9b-see-Fv 6-food  6.DEM.III
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n{-mj mu-ké  mikak{ a-*pa ndt mo
cop-6.DEM.I 1-woman I:child:her 3sG":1.0-give:Fv P;  6.DEM.I
'Grandmother is seeing this food (exclusive) which the wife of her son
gave her.' (72007.5)

Repeating the demonstrative is common in relative clauses, e.g.:

(8.85)

Stza a ka-*kis-ily-a ninakt
"Saza" 3sG:be 9b:1.0-look for-BEN-FV la.aunt:3SG.POSS
ni-nd woko yi nd ndabu  ya-gogo

cop-1.0EM.I la.widow 1.DEM.III 1.DEM.I 9.house 9.Ass-other

'Suza is looking for another house for her aunt, who is a widow.'

Liko has three types of demonstratives, referential type I, proximal type II and a

type III which indicates the exclusiveness of the referent (see 6.1.2). Relativized

objects can use a type I demonstrative, or a type II demonstrative combined with

the copula. The type II demonstrative must be repeated at the end of the relative

clause.

(8.86)a.

a ka-‘ly-a nyamad  ni-mu(-nd) na-mwi *(mu)
3sG:be 9b:1.0-eat-Fv la.animal copP-1.DEM.II-CONN 18G:1.0- 1.DEM.IT
kill:FV.ANT

'He is eating this animal which I killed'

a ka-‘ly-& nyama  yi ni{-mu(-nd) na-mwi *(mu)
3sG:be 9b:1.0- la.animal 1.DEM.III cop-1.DEM.II- 18G:1.0- 1.DEM.IT
eat-Fv CONN kill:Fv.ANT

'He is eating this animal (exclusive) which I killed.'

The copula and the type II demonstrative are optionally followed by the connecting

clitic -na.

A type II demonstrative cannot be used in a relative clause in which the subject is

relativized. In (8.87b, ¢), an interpretation including a relative clause is

unacceptable:
(8.87)a. mu-stkda mu 6-bin-a ndt
1-girl I.DEM.IT  3sG"-dance-Fv P

'This girl danced.’
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mu-sitkd  ni-mu(-na) 6-bin-a ndi

1-girl cop-1.DEM.IT-CONN  3SG'-dance-FV P,

'This girl danced.' / *'The girl who danced ...'

mu-stka  yi n{-mu(-nd) 6-bin-a ndt
1-girl 1.DEM.III  cop-1.DEM.II-CONN  3SG’-dance-FV P,

'This girl (exclusive) danced.' / *'This girl (exclusive) who danced ..."

Relativization of objects is not restricted to objects with the semantic role of

patient. Objects with beneficiary role can be relativized as well, as exemplified by

the following examples, where a subject is relativized in (8.88a), an object with

patient role in (8.88b) and an object with beneficiary role in (8.88c):

(8.88)a.

nam-in-{ 6i miki mu-ké  yi

18G:1.0-see-FV.ANT P, la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.IIT

ni-nd a-sukus-ily-1 6i niné  bo-td

copP-1.DEM.I  35G:1.0-wash-BEN-FV.ANT P, la.aunt 2+ 9-clothes

'T saw the girl*” who washed clothes for my aunt.'

no-dikuf-6g-1 6i bo-ta

1sG-fold-PLUR-FV.ANT P, 2+ 9-clothes

ni-bay? miki{ mu-ké  yi a-sukus-ily-i 6i niné

cor-2+9.0EM.I la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III 3sG:1.0-wash- P, la.aunt

BEN-FV.ANT

'l folded the clothes that the girl washed for my aunt.'

nam-in-{ 6i ba-niné

18G:1.0-see-FV.ANT P, 2-aunt

ni-63 miki mu-ké6 yi U-sukus-ily-i 6i bo-ti

cor-2.DEM.I la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III 3sG:2.0-wash- p, 2+9-
BEN-FV.ANT clothes

'l saw the aunts for whom the girl washed clothes.'

In (b), the second object is relativized. This example shows that relativization of

second objects does not require the presence of mind preceding the first object, as

is the case with adjuncts.

47 The type III demonstrative does not carry the sense of exclusiveness in the standard

expression miki mukd yi 'female child', i.e. a girl.
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b. Headed relative clauses - Adjuncts

Relative clauses in which adjuncts are relativized, obligatorily have a particle
preceding the first object: miné, glossed as 'TRACE'.**® Adjuncts follow objects in
the clause structure. miné is a trace particle which occurs between the verb and the
first object if an adjunct is represented by a demonstrative in the initial position of

a relative clause, or if an adjunct has been left-dislocated.*”

The relative clause in (8.90) is based on the following clause in which the object
precedes the locative adjunct:
(8.89) b60G-kog-3 ndt b6o-miki b6uU-dingi ki  mu-gi
3pL":2.0-cut:PLUR-FV P;  2-child  2.ADJ-big PREP 3-village

'"They circumcised many children in the village.'

Relativization of k4 mugl yields the following structure:

(8.90) mu-gi*'® ni-mj 66-kog-3 ndi miné Ho-miki bd-dingi
3-village cop-3.DEM.I 3PL":2.0- P;  TRACE 2-child  2.ADJ-big
Cut:PLUR-FV

"The village where they circumcised many children ..."

The trace particle mind is obligatory and precedes any object when an adjunct is
relativized. Without min6 (8.91a) or with mind in the canonical position of the

adjunct (8.91b), the relative clause is ungrammatical.

(891)a. *mu-gi ni-md 6G-kog-3 ndt bo-miki 61-dingi
3-village cop-3.DEM.I 3PL":2.0-cut:PLUR-FV P,  2-child  2.ADIJ-big

48 The language has another word miné 'there', which occurs in adjunct position.

49 A Bantu language for which a two-step procedure is proposed is Kinyarwanda.
Kinyarwanda has two strategies of subjectivization: a) shifting the locative expression as a
whole to subject position; b) a two-step process involving first objectivization, then
subjectivization of the locative expression (the locative complement is cross-referenced by
the locative clitic and moves to immediate postverbal position, thus preceding the original
direct object) (Bearth 2003:137).

19 The H tone of the LH contour on mugi merges with the following High.
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b. *mu-gi  ni-md 66-kog-3 ndi bo-miki 61-dingl miné
3-village cop-3.DEM.I 3pL":2.0- P,  2-child  2.ADJ-big TRACE
Cut:PLUR-FV

Int. '"The village where they circumcised many children ...'

In case there are two objects, mind precedes the first object:
(8.92) nig- 6i ka mu-gi
1SG-return-FV.ANT P, PREP 3-village
n{-mj miki{ a-sukus-ily-f b6i mindé niné  bBo-td
cop-6.DEM.I la.child 3sG:1.0-wash- P, TRACE la.aunt 2+ 9-clothes
BEN-FV.ANT

'l returned to the village where the child washed clothes for my aunt.'

The presence of mind preceding the first object does not affect object agreement
between the first object and the object prefix in the verb morphology. In (8.90), the
first object is 6o-miki and the agreeing class 2 object prefix is §-. Object agreement
involves the first object, whether or not miné intervenes between the verb and the

object.

Agreement between the object prefix and the first object in cases in which miné
intervenes is further exemplified by the next clause, where dinga 'period' is
relativized:
(8.93) dinga ni-n3 tu-biky-i miné ba-mbanzs
la.period COP-1.DEM.I 1PL:2.0-say-FV.ANT TRACE 2-person
"The period in which we tell people [something] ..." (72006.7)

The class 2 object prefix G- agrees with bambanzs.

It was illustrated above that relativized objects can have both a type I and a type 11
demonstrative in the initial position of the relative clause, whereas relativized
subjects only have type I demonstratives. For adjuncts, a type I demonstrative
following the copula and functioning as a relative pronoun is equally acceptable as
a type I demonstrative, compare (8.90) and (8.94):

(8.94) mu-gi  ni-ma(-na) 6G-kog-3 ndt miné b6o-miki 6u-dingi
3-village COP-3.DEM.II-CONN 3PL":2.0- P;  TRACE 2-child  2.ADJ-big
cut:PLUR-FV

'This village where they circumcised many children ...'
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Some additional examples are given of locative and temporal adjuncts. In all cases
in which an adjunct is relativized, mind is obligatory.
(8.95) baga ndt na Ikéba ki ngipa
3pL"go:FV P,  with "Ikobu" PREP 9.hill
ni-yd 6G-mwdg-3 ndt miné 6a-mbanzé
CcopP-9.DEM.I  3PL":2.0-kill:PLUR-FV P;  TRACE 2-person
'They went with Ikobu to the hill where they used to kill people.'
(72009.21)

The antecedent of the relativized locative adjunct is ngGp4.

(8.96) mbiké yi ni-y3 66-kéng-og-o miné ndiké
9.pot  9.DEM.III COP-9.DEM.I 3PL’-roast-PLUR-FV TRACE 9.palm-nut pit
"That pot (exclusive) in which they roasted palm nuts ...' (72006.6)

The antecedent of the relativized locative adjunct is mbiké.

(8.97) os-i bi gita kak{ k6  tiko
3sG:leave-FV.ANT P,  9.hoe 3SG.POoss PREP 9.field
ni-yd o-kan-i 6i miné ma-laki yo
COP-9.DEM.I  3SG-plant-FV.ANT P, TRACE 6-bean  9.DEM.I
'He has left his hoe at the field where he planted beans.'

The antecedent of the relativized locative adjunct is tiko.

(8.98) ngbingd yi ni-nd wiit-a mind mu-16ké mu-dingi
latime  1.DEM.III cop-1.DEM.I 2SG:change- TRACE 1-man 1.ADJ-big
FV
'At the time when you become an adult ...' (72006.8)

The antecedent of the relativized temporal adjunct is ngbing6.

(8.99) mbdku-mbdku a-bum-i 6i mikdmu li-syé
la.old man 3sG:1.0-hit-Fv.ANT P, la.child:3sG.poss 5-day
ni-15 o-duk-6s-1 6i miné mbiké 15

COP-5.DEM.I  3SG-pour out-CAUS-FV.ANT P, TRACE 9.clay pot 5.DEM.I
'The old man hit my child the day on which he (i.e. the child)
knocked over a pot.'

The antecedent of the relativized temporal adjunct is hisyé.
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c. Headless relative clauses

Headless relative constructions are attested with most noun classes. The antecedent
of headless relative clauses is usually given by the context, but may be absent
altogether. In the headless relative constructions found in my data, it is always an
argument which is relativized. Examples of headless relative clauses are:

(8.100)a. ni-nd a ndt mbdku yi a-bitky-a  bBé:
cor-1.pEM.I 3sG:be P,  la.old man 1.DEM.III 3sG™-say-FV COMP
'"The one who was this old man (exclusive) said: ..."' (72007.1)

b. nélungya aka 6¢: tind-a-no 4st  ma-63ku aka,
la.chameleon only COMP 1PL:go-FV.IMP-SUPP only 6-hand CT
n{-n3 ik-o ma-b3ku  bi-pi iba
cop-1.DEM.I 3sG":sit-FV  6-hand MOD-black it means that
wyi nd 0-sumb-{
1.PRO 1.DEM.I 3SG-burn-FV.ANT
'Chameleon said: "We show JUST THE HANDS, the one who sat [with]
black hands, he burned [in the context: down the field]." ' (72009.15)

(8.101) ni-63 ba na mu-kimbogi 66-dog-o-ki-t6 ndit goni
cop-2.0EM.I 3pL:be with 3-load 3pL"-come:PLUR- P;  also
FV-DIR-INS

'The ones who had loads came too.'

~

(8.102) ni-15 na-gy-a  ndu 13, a ndt la-nye ?
copr-5.DEM.I 1sG’-do-Fv P;  5.DEM.I 3sG:be P;  5.ASs-bad
'The thing that I did, was bad?' (translated 2 Corinthians 11:7)

(8.103) ni-md 4-bak-a ndt bi-gala-gala kyé lt-t3mbs
COP-6.DEM.I  3SG/PL’-grow-Fv P;  MOD-fast because 5-soil
@-ké-gi ndt la-kpy  wa

3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG P;  5.ASS-big there
'The ones that grew fast because the soil there was not deep.' (franslated
Mark 4:5)
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8.5 Interrogative sentences

Interrogative sentences occur without and with a question word. All interrogative
sentences are marked by raised pitch over the last one or two syllables of the

utterance.

Yes/no questions have the same structure as non-interrogative sentences:
(8.104)a. wind-a  goni k&  sdko
25G:go-FV also PREP 9.market
'You (sg) will also go to the market.'
b. wwnd-a  goni kd  sdko?
25G:go-FV also PREP 9.market
'Will you (sg) also go to the market?
In speaking, (b) is marked as an interrogative sentence by the rising pitch on the

final vowel of the clause.

The affirmative response given most often for (8.104b) is fyo 'yes'. The longer
form would be fyo mndats 'yes, I will go'. If one will not go to the market, to say
just kdli 'no' is regarded as being impolite. In that case, the usual respons is either

kali, nakindigu 'no, I will not go' or simply ndkindigu 'l do not go'.

In interrogative sentences, the Insistive enclitic -t§ (see 7.7.4) is added to the
inflected verb when the question refers to the near future, as in:
(8.105) wind-a-t6 goni ka  sdko?
25G:go-FV-INS also PREP 9.market

'Will you (sg) also go to the market soon?

Question words in content interrogative sentences are nouns or invariables.
Interrogative sentences may contain a combination of a question word and another

word to express a single question word meaning.

a. Noun question words
Two of the question words in interrogative sentences are nouns, wani 'la.who', 6a-
wan{ '2-who' for animate referents, and 1-k{ '9a-what', 6e-k{ '2 + 9:9a-what' for

inanimate referents.
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If the referent is the syntactic subject, the question word occurs left-dislocated at
the beginning of the clause and is always followed by a demonstrative. In the
following example, want refers to an animate referent:
(8.106) wani nd a-‘ly-a ndt nyamd yi ni-nd ?
lawho 1.DEM.I 3sG":1.0-eat-FV* P,  la.animal 1.DEM.III coOP-1.DEM.I

'Who ate this animal (exclusive)?'

1-k{ '9a-what' is used as question word for inanimate referents. If the referent is the
subject, 1-ki occurs left-dislocated at the beginning of the clause and is always
followed by a demonstrative:
(8.107)a. ki V) a yo-*poli kogbe ?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 3sG:be light (weight) very
'What is very easy?' (Translated Matt. 9:5)
b. a-babu kdm-1n-a byt aka a‘m-tius-o
Ib-father:3pL.POSS  9b:1.0-see-Fv far only 3sG":1.0-ask-Fv
6¢:  mikamy, ki yd u-gy-i ?
comP la.child:1sG.poss 9a-what 9.DEM.I 35G:28G.O-do-FV.ANT
'"Their father saw him still far away, he asked him: "My child, what
happened to you?" ' (72009.14)

Liko has two ways to question an object: either a question word occurs preverbally
and is followed by a type I demonstrative, or a question word occurs in situ and is
not followed by a type I demonstrative. Generally in interrogative sentences, the

question word for an object occurs preverbally as in (8.108-8.111a).

(8.108)a. wani n3*""  1nva a-kuk-i?
lawho 1.DEM.I lc-dog 3SG-bite-FV.ANT
b. tnvd  a-kuk-i want ?
lc-dog 3SG-bite-FV.ANT la.who
a.and b.: "Whom did the dog bite?'

According to my Liko consultants, (a) and (b) have the same meaning.*"

1T nfn3, the combination of the copula and the type I demonstrative concord of class 1,
which may function as a relative pronoun, is not acceptable: *want nin3 invé akuki ?

2 If it is true that the meaning is the same, there may be a difference in the use of these
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(8.109)a.

(8.110)a.

a.and b.:

(8.111)a.

a.and b.:

wanl nd a-bakt Gbutu  a-kum-i

la.who 1.DEM.I 1b-father:3sG.poss "Gbutu" 3sG:1.0-throw a spell-FV.ANT
'Whom did his father Gbutu bewitch?'

*'Who bewitched his father Gbutu?'

wa ké-‘bik-y-6g-6 wan{

2sG:be 9b:1.0-resound-APPL-PLUR-FV  la.who

'Whom are you responding to?' (72008.10)

-kt VA ma Fina a ka-amb-4 ?
9a-what 9.DEM.I la.mother "Fina" 3sG:be 9b-cook-Fv
ma Fina a kd-amb-4 1-ki?

la.mother "Fina" 3sG:be 9b-cook-Fv 9a-what

'What is Mother Fina cooking?'

1-ki VA bo-miki b4 ‘ka-kis-a ?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 2-child 3pL:be 9b-look for-Fv
bo-miki b6a *ka-kis-a -ki ?

2-child  3pL:be 9b-look for-Fv 9a-what
'What are the children looking for?'

The question words wani 'l1a.who' and 1-ki '9a.what' in (8.108-8.111a) precede any

expressed subject. The subject is realized in the canonical subject position. The

subject prefix of the verb agrees with the subject. The subject can never occur in a

postverbal position. In (8.108-8.111b), the question word is realized in situ and not

marked for focus.

When the question word is dislocated, the type I demonstrative is obligatory,

whereas the demonstrative must be absent when the question word occurs in situ.
Compare the sentences in (8.110) with those in (8.112):

(8.112)a.

*1-ki ma Fina a kéd-amb-4 ?
9a-what la.mother "Fina" 3sG:be 9b-cook-Fv
*ma Fina a ka-amb-a ki vy ?

la.mother "Fina" 3sG:be 9b-cook-Fv 9a-what 9.DEM.I

clauses, but that has not yet been found.
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Other examples of wani '1a.who' and 1-ki '9a-what' referring to objects include:
(8.113) wani nd nzGka  wnd-1 ka-my-0
lawho 1.DEM.I la.snake 3sG:go-Fv.SuBJ 9b:1.0:swallow-Fv
ku-sili wa-mu-ngbongbd kG ?
17-under part 17.ASs-3-banana tree trunk there
'A snake would go to swallow who there under the banana trunk?'
(T2009.20)

(8.114) si-butu a-bub-is-o St-sd bi-ta, wyl aka
st1-tilapia 3SG"-become white-CAUS-Fv  si:1-fish MoOD-bright 1.PRO only
na 1yl 6é:  wo-pdli ab¢ 1-wayé,
with 1.PRO coMP l.ass-light (weight)  like 9a-dried banana leaf
wa ka-bik-y-6g-6 want ?
2sG:be 9b-resound-APPL-PLUR-FV la.who
'Tilapia offended Stsa, he said to him: "Someone light like a dried
banana leaf, to whom are you talking?" (72008.10)

(8.115) wa ka-pa 6é nG-gy-y-{ ki ?
25G-be 9b-want:Fv COMP 1SG.2SFO-do-BEN-FV.SUBJ 9a-what
'What do you want that I do for you?'

(8.116) o-vi-ka ki ka  Bafwabaka?
3sG-take:FV.ANT-DIR 9a-what PREP Bafwabaka
'What did he take (there) in Bafwabaka?'

b. Invariable question words
The invariable question words 66n{ 'how', kékt 'why', lik{ 'how' and ydm 'where'

occur at the end of the interrogative sentence.

The invariable question words cannot be left-dislocated. In the following clause,
the question word for a locative adjunct, ydm 'where', cannot occur clause-initially:
(8.117)a. o-bis-i i-zingi-s6  sa-‘6Ggu yant ?
3SG-put-FV.ANT 19-bunch-19 19.Ass-9.plantain where
'Where did he put the bunch of plantains?'
b. *yant  (nd/yo)  o-bis-i i-zingi-sé  sa-‘*bGgu
where 1/9.DEM.I 3SG-put-FV.ANT 19-bunch-19 19.ASs-9.plantain
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Examples of the invariable question words are presented below.

60n{ 'how' and Iiki 'how' are both used frequently and in the same contexts, e.g.:

(8.118)a. h-kpumskad lh-né a plye 66ni ?
5-thing 5.DEM.II-CONN  3sG:be thus how
'How did this happen?' (72006.3)

b. ba-*kén-ag-a plye séléngindé Iik{?
3pL:1.0-plant-PLUR-FV  thus  9.peanut how

'How does one plant peanuts?'

60n{ 'how' is also used in the sense of 'what' in relation to an action, e.g.:
(8.119) ni-gy-a kéwa um 60ni ?
1SG:REFL-do-FV thus  1SG.PRO how
'What shall I do?' (72009.21)

An example of kékt 'why' is:

(8.120) wa-ky-a mbéyl ndi kékt ké-bis-6 mu-tigho
2sG"-refuse-Fv"  first p;  why O9b-put-Fv 1-strong man
ka-60nd-ag-a  ndéabu ?
9b-wait-PLUR-FV  9.house
'Why did you at first refuse to put a strong man to watch over the

house?'

More common ways to express 'why' are combinations with a question word, ko
buly6 1-ki 'PREP 9.reason 9a-what' in (8.136) and (8.137), and kyé 60n{ 'why how'
in (8.141).

Liko has two ways to question an adjunct, with the question word yam 'where' or
with a prepositional phrase containing the question word tind 'which' (see below).
When an adjunct is questioned with yam 'where', the question word has to occur in
situ as shown in (8.117).

Other examples of yam 'where' are:
(8.121)a. ndabu kakds a yam ?
9.house 2SG.POSS 3SG:be where

'Where is your house?'
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b. ma ‘kd-ind-& na  Ik6ba  yam ?
2r:be  9b-go-rv with  "lIkobu" where
'Where are you (pl) going with Tkobu?'
(8.122) ta-luw-oki mukéti*® yam ?
1pL-buy-FV-DIR la.bread where

'Where will we buy bread?'

(8.123) wa ka-pa 6¢ tind-{ ka-umbamb-ily-a
2sG:be 9b-want:FV COMP 1PL:g0-FV.SUBJ 9b-2SG.O:co0k-BEN-FV
ma-l{l{ ma-pasika yam ?
6-food 6.Ass-la.Passover where
'Where do you want that we go to cook the Passover meal?' (translated
Mark 14:12)

yam questions a prepositional phrase and it occurs with intransitive verbs like -ind-
'g0', as in:
(8.124) mu-ké6  kam ind-{ yam ?
l-woman 1SG.POSS 3SG:go-FV.ANT where

'Where did my wife go?'

¢. Questioning a noun

Invariable question word tiné 'which' always follows the noun it refers to, e.g. mik{
tiné 'which child'. A prepositional phrase with a question word, tiné 'which' (or 1-ki
'9a-what'), either remains in situ or is left-dislocated to a position preceding the
subject of the clause. At the end of the dislocated noun phrase a type 1

demonstrative is required.

(8.125) ta-syé kéwa ka  mu-gi tind
1pL-pass-FV thus  PREP 3-village which
kyé tlp-i-ni na li-gundG ?

because 1PL:rest-FV.ANT-PFV with 5-journey

413 From Congo Swahili mkate, regularly pronounced as mukate in Congo.
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'In which village will we sleep, because we have become tired of the
journey.' (72009.17)

(8.126)a. ta-ly-a ma-lili k& ndabu tind ?
1pL-eat-Fv  6-food PREP 9.house which
b. nddbu tiné y3 ta-ly-a mind ma-l{l{?
9.house which 9.DEM.I 1pL-eat-FV TRACE 6-food
a. and b.: 'In which house will we eat the meal?'

In the case of dislocation, as in (b), the preposition is no longer expressed.

Left-dislocation of an adjunct in (8.126b) and (8.127) requires the presence of the

trace particle mind, whereas left-dislocation of an object in (8.128) does not.

(8.127) I-kpumtska la-pUpu tind 13 ma mind
5-thing 5.ass-strong which 5.DEM.I 3PL:be TRACE
ka-t-nzinziny-4
9b-REFL-talk scandal-Fv

'Which hard issues are you talking scandal about among yourselves?'

(8.128) miki tin6 nd a-bikit  @-ki-yoyis-og-1-gu ?
la.child which 1.DEM.I 1b-father: 3SG-NEG:1.0-admonish-PLUR-FV-NEG
38G.POSS
'Which child a father will not correct?' (translated Hebrews 12:7)

The trace particle mind is also obligatorily present in relative clauses in which the
demonstrative, functioning as a relative pronoun, refers to an adjunct, see 8.4.
Another example is the following interrogative sentence, in which the prepositional
phrase k6 pisi tind, PREP 9.path which, 'by which path' ('how") is left-dislocated:

(8.129) pisi tind yd ma-kwanan-a min6é kéa-nyik-a yigyogyisé ?
9.path which 9.DEM.I 2pL-should-Fv  TRACE 9b-avoid-Fv 9a:sorrow
'How (by which path) should you (pl) avoid suffering?' (franslated
Matthew 23:33)
The trace particle mind precedes the infinitival complement of the verb of
obligation -kwanan- 'should'.
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For temporal adjuncts, Liko uses the phrase ngbing6 tind, 1a.time which, 'at which

time, when'. It occurs in situ as in (8.130a) and dislocated as in (8.130b):

(8.130)a. mbdku-mbdku ni-nd a-bum-{ bi
la.old man copr-1.DEM.I  38G:1.0-hit-FV.ANT P,
mikamt ngbingé tind ?

la.child:3sG.poss la.time  which

b. ngbingd tindé nd mbdku-mbdku ni-nd
la.time  which 1.DEM.I la.old man CoP-1.DEM.I
a-bum-i 6i miné mikamu

38G:1.0-hit-FV.ANT P, TRACE la.child:3SG.PoSs
a.and b.: "When did that old man hit my child?'

When a prepositional phrase with tiné is left-dislocated, the subject remains in its
canonical position, as in (8.130b), which is comparable to the constructions in

which a noun phrase functioning as syntactic object is left-dislocated, as in (8.128).

When the question word tind 'which' follows ngbingd, 1a.time, moment, the
combination expresses 'when'. With dinga, la.period, moment, it means 'at what
time'. For example:
(8.131)a. titaku ig-o-ka ngbingd tind ?
la.grandparent:2SG.POSS  3SG:return-FV-DIR la.time ~ which
'When will you father-in-law return?'
b. ngbingdé tiné n3 ind-{ min6 ?
la.time  which 1.DEM.I 3SG:g0o-FV.ANT TRACE
'When did he go?'

(8.132)a. dinga tin6 mu?
la.period which 1.DEM.IT
'What is the time?'

b. big-o-ka kéwa dinga tiné ?
3pL:return-FV-DIR  thus la.period which

'When (at what time) will they return?'

d. Combinations involving question words
1-k{ '9a-what' occurs in combination with several adverbials to express various

question-word meanings. The cases below list the combinations present in my data.
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An example of ki kGwa 'what (reason)"'* is

(8.133) y¢ mu-ké  mikdam, 1-ki kéwa
excuse me! 1l-woman la.child:1SG.POSs 9a-what thus
we-pi mt ma-l{li ma-kédé¢  bHéne ?
28G:18G.O-give:FV.ANT 1SG.PRO 6-food  6.AsS.small like this
'Excuse me! My daughter-in-law, why did you give me such a small

portion?' (72007.5)

An example of ki plye 'what (result) ' is:
(8.134) ki plye ? Ii-buma, bu-totd bi-kyekyéky¢
9a-what thus S-drunkenness 14-laughter MoD-burst of laughter
'What happened? Drunkeness, bursts of laughter.' (72006.1)

Example of 1ki se plye / 1k{ se mbéyt 'what (specific)' are:
(8.135)a. 1-ki se pilye yo €-63 ndt ?
9a-what thus thus 9.DEM.I 3SG":1sG.O-deceive:Fv P,
'What duped me?' (72009.27)
b. -ki se  mbéyt yo wo b6i ka-kis-a ki  kogba?
9a-what thus first 9.DEM.I 2sG:be P, 9b-look PREP la.game bag
for-Fv

"'What were you looking for in your game bag?'

When asking for a reason, the prepositional phrase k4 bulyd 1ki, PREP 9.reason
9a-what, 'why' can be used, e.g.:
(8.136)a. wo-dok-{ ki  i-gumi-so k6 bulyé ki?
2SG-climb-FV.ANT PREP  ]19-root, stump-19  PREP 9.reason 9a-what
'Why did you climb in that trunk?'
b. ké bulyé ki Vo) ma mind ‘*ka-gy-a
PREP 9.reason 9a-what 9.DEM.I 2pL:be TRACE 9b-do-FV
li-gub6é ni-15 ?
5-work  COP-5.DEM.I

'Why are you doing this work?'

1% The rough specifications in brackets are based on the material available and discussion

with the Liko consultants I worked with.
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(8.137)a. 0-busol-i bi gboni kaki{ k6 bulyé -ki?
3sG-forget-FV.ANT P, 9.axe 3SG.POSS PREP O.reason 9a-what
b. k6 bulyé 1-ki y3 0-60us6l-i 6i miné gboni kaki?
PREP O.reason 9a-what 9.DEM.I 3sG-forget- P, TRACE 9.axe 3SG.POSS
FV.ANT
a.and b.: "Why did he forget his axe?'

Apart from being used as question word, 1-k{ '9a-what' is used with mbéy 'first' to
summarize a situation as in (8.138), it is used with se kéwa to introduce a
conclusion as in (8.139), or it is used for something insignificant or disliked
(8.140):

(8.138) wa-kam-in-a ndt Ikéba iba kyé
25G:COND:1.0-see-Fv P, "lkobu" it means that because
wam-in-i-ni goni Zangiya.

25G:1.0-see-FV.ANT.PFV also  "Zangtya"

-kt mbéyt yd ya-nza béys !

9a-what first 9.DEM.I 9.Ass-good like that

'If you saw Ikobu, then you had also seen Zangtya. What was it good at
first!" (72009.21)

(8.139) ki se kiéwa, mbunyd mama a-pung-a ndt ka-i-gam-a
9a-  thus thus la.husband la.mother 3SG™-start-Fv P;  9b-REFL-cry-

what FV

'What do we see? "His lordship" started to complain.' (72009.37)
(8.140) mu-gwi ki ya-gbalt yo 6{-kwi
1.0-hold-Fv.iMP 9a-what 9.Ass-disorderly 9.DEM.I MoOD-hold securely

'Hold something disorderly securely!', i.e. Arrest that idiot!' (72007.3)

66nt is used in combination with kyé€ 'because’, kyé 60ni, to express 'why":

(8.141)a. wa-ky-a mbéyl ndit kéa-bis-6 mu-tighd
2sG"-refuse-Fv"  first P;  9b-put-Fv I-strong man
ka-60nd-4g-4 ndabu kyé 60ni ?

9b-wait-PLUR-FV  9.house because how

'Why did you at first refuse to put a strong man to guard the house?'
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b. na kéa-u-biky-a kyé 66ni ?
1sG:be 9b-28G.O-say-Fv because how
'Why do I tell you?' (72006.5)

e. General interrogatives
In general interrogatives, where the answer comprises the predicate, the question
word 1-k{ '9a-what' is left-dislocated and followed by a type I demonstrative. The
answer to general interrogatives has the canonical word order and no additional
marking. The answers are given in (8.142b) and (8.143b).
(8.142)a. 1-ki VA ma ‘ka-gya yd?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 2pL:be 9b-do-FV 9.DEM.I
'What are you (pl) doing?'
b. ta ka-lik-ag-a ma-63mbu
1pL:be  9b-trap-PLUR-FV  6-trap
'We are setting traps.'

(8.143)a. 1-ki VA u-gy-i 6o-miki ?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 35G:2.0-do-FV.ANT 2-child
'What happened to the children?' / *'What did the children do?'

b. bo-miki 6i-mwfis-is-4 ndt
2-child  3PL":REFL-kill:CAUS-CAUS-FV’ P
'"The children were killed.', literally, 'they caused themselves to be
killed' (see 8.2.6).

The noun phrase following the verb in (a) is the object, as is evident from the class

2 object prefix in the verb form.

8.6 Information structure

Liko has several ways, both syntactic and morphological, to formally code
different aspects of information within a sentence. New information and contrastive
information are presented in 8.6.1 and 8.6.2. Constructions in which constituents
are left-dislocated or in which they precede the clause in an external topic positon
will be described with their discourse function. The function of left-dislocation in
texts is predominantly textual cohesion, in particular to (re)activate a participant,

see 8.6.3. The other use of left-dislocation is in interrogative sentences, see 8.5,



444 Chapter 8

and in answer to questioned subjects, see 8.6.1. Arguments and adjuncts can be

expressed as external topics, left-adjoined to the clause, see 8.6.4.

To illustrate how the language codes new information, contrast, participant
activation, and external topics, the text Ikobu (72009.21) is presented with brief

comments on information structure, see Appendix 1, 1.5.1.

The action expressed by a verb can be emphasized by the Insistive enclitic. For a
description of this enclitic, -t3, I refer the reader to 3.2.4.2 and 7.7.4. Subjects and

objects can be emphasized by a substitutive, see 6.1.1.

8.6.1 New information

This section demonstrates that new information given in answer to interrogative
sentences is not coded in Liko. Questioned elements are not marked as focus. I will
first look at objects, then at adjuncts and finally at subjects. Examples of general

interrogatives and answers are given above, see (8.142) and (8.143) in 8.5.

According to the literature (Lambrecht 1994, Foley 2007), less predictable or
disputed elements of the sentence tend to be marked as 'focus'. Bearth (2003:130)
and others state that a suitable environment in which the expression of 'focus' may
be tested are content or wh-questions. Completive focus (also called assertive
focus, e.g. Watters 2003:252) usually involves answers to content questions.
Relevant question words in the language are: wanf 'la.who' / 6a-wanf{ "2-who' for

animates, 1-k{ '9a-what' / 6e-ki '2 + 9:9a-what' for inanimates, yan{ 'where' for

locations and tiné 'which' for phrases with a head noun.

a. Objects
The interrogative sentences (8.108a), (8.110a) and (8.111a) are repeated here:
(8.144) wani nd -nvd  a-kuk-i?
lawho 1.DEM.I 1lc-dog 3SG-bite-FV.ANT
'Whom did the dog bite?'
(8.145) ki v ma Fina a ka-amb-4 ?

9a-what 9.DEM.I la.mother "Fina" 3SG:be 9b-cook-Fv
'What is Mother Fina cooking?'
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(8.146)

-kt y3 bo-miki b4 ‘ka-kis-4 ?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 2-child 3pL:be  9b-look for-Fv
'What are the children looking for?'

The preferred answers to the above questions have the new information either in

the post-verbal position as in (8.147a-8.149a), or as a non-verbal single-phrase
clause as in (8.147b-8.149b):

(8.147)a.

(8.148)a.

(8.149)a.

a-kuk-{ 6i mikdmt
33G:1.0-bite-FV.ANT P,  la.child:18G.POSS
'He bit my child.'

mikamt

la.child:1sG.PosS

'My child'

a ka-amb-4 mo-tumbliwa
3sG:be 9b-cook-Fv 6-pastry ball
'She is frying pastry balls.'
mo-tumbiiwa

6-pastry ball

'Pastry balls'

ba ‘ka-kis-a l-yiko kak{
3pL:be  9b-look for-Fv  5-amulet*’®  3SG.POSS
'"They are looking for her amulet.'

li-ytko kak{

5-amulet  3SG.POSS

'Her amulet'

Left-dislocating an object in a clause which answers a questioned object is

possible, but according to my Liko consultants less acceptable:

(8.150)

?77mo-tumbliwa mo ma Fina a kéa-amb-4
6-pastry ball 6.DEM.I la.mother "Fina" 3sG:be 9b-cook-Fv
'Mother Fina is frying pastry balls.'

415 Or beads and bones used for personal adornment.
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(8.151) ?7l-yiko kaki 15 64 ‘ka-kis-a
S5-amulet 3sG.poss S5.DEM.I 3pL:be 9b-look for-Fv

'"They are looking for her amulet'

If there is a need to express that Mother Fina is frying pastry balls and not
something else, the contrast particle dka is used, e.g.:
(8.152) a kd-amb-4 mo-tumbiiwa aka*'®
3sG:be 9b-cook-FV 6-pastry ball  CT
'She is frying PASTRY BALLS!

It is interesting that, in case of ambiguity, only the interpretation according to the
canonical SVO word order is allowed. To illustrate this, I start with interrogative
sentences questioning an object with the role of a beneficiary. They have the same
word-order options as when the object of the basic verb is questioned:
(8.153)a. wani nd Stza a ké-*kis-ily-4 lt-yiko ?
lawho 1.DEM.I "Suza" 3sG:be 9b:1.0-look for-BEN-FV 5-amulet
b. Stza a ka-*kis-ily-a wan{  li-ytko ?
"Suza" 3sG:be 9b:1.0-look for-BEN-FV la.who 5-amulet

a.and b.: 'For whom is Suza looking for an amulet?'

The correct answer to both these questions is (8.154a) below. (8.154b) is not
acceptable as a correct answer to either of the above questions, because the
interpretation that the aunt is the beneficiary is ruled out:
(8.154)a. a ka-*kis-ily-a ninakt
3sG:be  9b:1.0-look for-BEN-FV  la.aunt:3SG.POSS
'She is searching [it] for her aunt.'
b. nindkt nd a ka-*kis-ily-4
la.aunt:3sG.poss 1.DEM.I 3sG:be 9b:1.0-look for-BEN-FV
*'She is searching [it] for her aunt.'

#1® The surface tones on the contrast particle depend on the preceding tone: &ka if the
preceding tone is High and ak4 if the preceding tone is Low.
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The new information is the identification of the beneficiary. Yet as an answer to
the question in (8.153), nindkt can only occur in situ as in (8.154a). If it is
dislocated and it occurs preverbally as in (8.154b), the aunt cannot be interpreted
as the beneficiary. Sentence (8.154b) is correct under the interpretation that the
aunt is the subject of the clause; in that case the meaning is: 'Her aunt (mentioned

earlier'”) is searching for someone.'.

b. Adjuncts
In responses to interrogative sentences with yant 'where', locative adjuncts that
provide the new information have to occur postverbally without any additional
marking. The answer to (8.117) '"Where did he put the bunch of plantains?' is:
(8.155)a. o-bis-i ka  gbdgbo
3SG-put-FV.ANT PREP la.drying shed

'He put [it] in the drying shed.'

b. *ka gbdgbo nd 0-bis-i
PREP la.drying shed 1.DEM.I 3SG-put-FV.ANT
c. *gbdgbo nd 0-bis-i

la.drying shed 1.DEM.I 3SG-put-FV.ANT
(b) and (c) are not acceptable, neither with nor without the general preposition.

The answer to question words in prepositional phrases, as (8.126) 'In which house
will we eat the meal?', occurs postverbally and follows any objects::
(8.156) ta-ly-a ma-l{li ki nddbu kiam
IpL-eat-FV  6-food PREP 9.house 1SG.POSS

'We will eat the meal in my house.'

In responses to questions with ngbing6 tind, as (8.130) "When did that old man hit
my child?', temporal adjuncts that yield the new information only occur
postverbally following any objects:
(8.157)a. a-bum-i 6i na  bBu-gogd
33G:1.0-hit-Fv.ANT P, with 14-sunset

'He hit him in the evening.'

417 See the activation of a participant in 8.6.3.
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b. *na bBu-gogd 65 a-bum-i bi
with 14-sunset 14.DEM.I 3SG:1.0-hit-FV.ANT P,

c. *bu-gogd 63 a-bum-i bi
14-sunset  14.DEM.I 3SG:1.0-hit-FV.ANT P,

In responses to questions with ké buly6 1ki, as (8.137) "Why did he forget his axe?',
the subordinate clause giving the new information follows the object:
(8.158) o0-b6us6l-i 6i gboni kak{ kyé mbwayt 6  6i ka-lgk-4
3sG-forget- P, 9.axe 3SG.POSS Dbecause 9.rain 3sG: P, 9b-rain-Fv
FV.ANT be

'He forgot his axe because it rained.'

In sum, Liko does not have a special position in the clause to mark new
information where objects or adjuncts are concerned. Objects and adjuncts remain
in situ. Objects and adjuncts providing new information do not receive specific
'focus' marking. In interrogative sentences, the questioned element remains in situ
or is left-dislocated to a position in the clause which precedes the subject. Only
yam 'where' cannot be left-dislocated. There is a striking similarity between left-
dislocation and relative clauses in that the trace particle miné is required when
adjuncts are involved in a postverbal position following tense/aspect enclitics and
preceding any object. In both relativization and left-dislocation, a type 1

demonstrative is involved.

c. Subjects

Subjects are typically the 'topic' of a clause, not the element which provides new
information. Subjects that give new information in response to questions are left-
dislocated and are followed by a type I demonstrative in elicitation.*'® Question

words referring to a subject are always left-dislocated. In the questions and the

18 The context of elicitation is a factor. In the natural as well as translated texts in my data,

the subject in an answer to a questioned subject is not left-dislocated.
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answers in (8.159) and (8.160), the type I demonstrative is class 1 concord n3.*"” In

(8.159a) and in (8.160a), the type I demonstrative n3 is obligatory.

(8.159)a. wani nd a ka-wonis-il-6 na  Ii-syé¢ ni-i?
lawho 1.DEM.I 3sG:be 9b-show:cAaus- with 5-day cop-5.dem.Il

RES-FV
'Who is teaching today?'
b. mu-wonisili wa-mbiya n3 a ké-wonis-il-6
1-teacher l.Ass-new 1.DEM.I 3sG:be 9b:15G.O-show:CAUS-
RES-FV
'The new teacher is teaching me.'
(8.160)a. wani nd a-kuk-{ mikamu ?

lawho 1.DEM.I 3SG:1.0-bite-FV.ANT la.child:1SG.POSS
'Who bit my child?' / *'Whom did my child bite?'
b. nvd  nd a-kuk-{ 6i mikamu
lc-dog 1.DEM.I 3sG:1.0-bite-FV.ANT P, la.child:1SG.POSS
'"The dog bit my child.'
The only possible interpretation of mik#mu in (8.160) is that of patient. The subject

cannot occur in a post-verbal position.

Coding of new information in Liko can be summarized as follows:

(8.161) Requested information New information

in situ left-dislocated in situ left-dislocated
object yes yes yes no/??7*%°
adjunct (yam) yes no yes no
adjunct (other) yes yes with TRACE yes no
subject no yes no yes

419 Augustin (2010) has analysed no (no tone marking) as the focus particle. However, n3 is
a type I demonstrative which agrees with its head noun. Left-dislocation is not only used in
questions and in answering a questioned subject, but primarily in creating textual cohesion
by activation of the (major) participant. The contrast particle in Liko is éka, see 8.6.2.

420 In elicitation, left-dislocation is possible for objects with the role of patient, but it is less

acceptable.
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8.6.2 Contrast

Liko has a particle, 4ka, which marks disputed elements in the sentence. It
functions to indicate contrast, i.e. information that is contrary to other information
in the text or to the presuppositions of the interlocutor. The scope of the elements
in contrast is limited to the phrase preceding dka. The contrastive particle occurs
with arguments and adjuncts. The phrase with contrastive focus remains in its
canonical position. Tone on the contrast particle surfaces as H.LL. when following a
H tone and it surfaces as L.H when following a L tone.**' In the examples, the
phrase in contrast is marked with underlining. In the free translation, the contrasted
element is marked with capitals (in the case of the first person singular pronoun

"contrasted" is added in brackets).

a. Objects

Examples of contrasted objects are:

(8.162) Ma Fina a ka-gab-4 mo-tumbuwa aka
la.mother "Fina" 3sG:be 9b-sell-Fv 6-pastry ball  CT
ka  sdko

PREP la.market

'Mother Fina is selling PASTRY BALLS at the market.'
'Pastry balls' contrast with another product mentioned before. In the other examples
below, the phrase ending with dka contrasts with presupposed or known

information.

(8.163) Iko6bu a-mwi b6i nzoka  aka,
"Ikobu" 3sG:1.0-kill:Fv.ANT P, la.snake CT
ni-n3 a-gbit-{ b6i n3, na  mu-panga
cop-1.0EM.I  3sG:1.0-fell-Fv.ANT P, 1.DEM.I with 3-machete
'Ikobu killed THE SNAKE, which bit him, with a machete.'

421 T assume that H.L is the underlying tone pattern. In (rapid) speech, the vowel preceding
dka is subject to V,-elision or desyllabification, see 3.3.1 and 3.3.5. If the tone on the
preceding vowel is H, the two H tones simply merge. If the tone on the preceding vowel is

L, the resulting LH.L sequence surfaces as a sequence of Low and High.
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(8.164)

(8.165)a.

(8.166)

Stza a ka-kis-4 Li-yiko  akd katokya*”
"Suza" 3sG:be O9b-look for-Fv S-amulet CT  since

na  bu-sdbt

with 14-sunrise

'Suza has been looking for the AMULET since sunrise.'

Nangda a ka-‘kis-lly-4  nindkt aka ndabu ya-gogo

"Nangaa" 3SG: 9b:1.0-look for- la.aunt: CT  9.house 9.ASS.other
be  BEN-FV 3SG.POSS

'Nangaa is looking for another house for HIS AUNT.'

Nangda a ka-kis-a ndabu ya-gogo  aka

"Nangaa" 3sG:be 9b-look for-Fv 9.house 9.ASS.other CT

ké bulyé ka-nindkt

PREP 9.reason GEN-la.aunt:3SG.POSS

'Nangaa is looking for ANOTHER HOUSE for his aunt.'

ngama a-‘biky-a ndt Abalima 6¢:

la.chief 3sG"1.0-say-Fv P,  "Abalama" comp

i-po-ka umt ba-mbanzi 4ka,
18G.O-give:FV.IMP-DIR  1SG.PRO 2-person CT
wa-va we lt-ngdma

2sG-take:FV.INST 2SG.PRO  5-things of value
'The king said to Abraham: "Give me THE PEOPLE, you
(emphasized) take the valuable things." ' (translated Genesis 14.21)

In the next example of an object followed by dka, the number of sons is contrasted.

The other wife of the speaker gave him many sons, whereas with Rachel, he had

only two:
(8.167)

baba a-ti-biky-a ndt 6¢:  mib-ag-a-tG 6¢
la.father 3sG™-1PL.O-say-FV* P;  COMP 2PL:know-PLUR-FV-INS COMP
mu-ké  kamu béys ka-Lakéli  é-*6okut-ly-a

l-woman 1SG.poss like that GEN-"Lakeli" 3sG":18G.O-give birth-BEN-FV

22 The structure of this word is k4-tGk-y-4 '9b-leave-APPL-FV'.



452 Chapter 8

ndt bHo-miki ba-16kG bi 64a-ba aka
P;  2-child 2-man  2.dem.IIl 2.NUM-two CT

'Father said to us: "You know that my wife called Rachel gave me
TWO SONS." ' (transiated Genesis 44:27)

b. Adjuncts
Cases, in which locative, temporal and instrumental or manner adjuncts occur
followed by dka, are given next. The phrase preceding dka contrasts with other
information. The input for the first example is the statement that someone put the
harvest in his house. This is denied and the correct location is contrasted:
(8.168) o-bis-i li-nyonyd ki  gbdgbo aka
3SG-put-FV.ANT  5-peanut harvest PREP la.drying shed CT
'He put the peanut harvest IN THE DRYING SHED.'

The contrast particle dka marks contrast and it does not allow changes in word
order. An adjunct followed by the contrast particle cannot precede the first object:
(8.169) *o-bis-i ki  gbdgbo akd li-nyonyd
3SG-put-FV.ANT PREP la.drying shed CT  S-peanut harvest

The phrase k4 gb3gbo is not a locative complement, because the locative phrase can
be left out:
(8.170)  l-syé la-gogo, niyd t1-nva 6-bis-6 bu-yi,
5-day 5.ass-other when Ic-dog 3SG"-put-Fv" 14.money
1g-4 ké  kaki
3sGireturn-FV*  there 3SG.POSS
'The next day, when dog put the money, he returned home.' (72007.15)

Other examples of locative adjuncts with contrast are:
(8.171) ba-swa  bamaly-i k6 tiko  kaks aka, ukéan-a-tu
2-Pygmy 3pL:end up at- PREP 9.field 2SG.POSS CT  hear-FV.IMP-INS
FV.SUBJ
'"That the Pygmy end up AT YOUR FIELD, understand that well.'

(8.172) té-lipy-og-o kéwa ndu ibusi k6 pisi aka
1pL’-last-PLUR-FV thus Py  1PL.PRO PREP 9.road CT
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'We (emphasized) stayed ON THE ROAD.' (instead of going to
school) (72009.25)

Temporal adjuncts with the contrast particle:
(8.173) a-bum-i 6i na bu-gogd dka
38G:1.0-hit-FV.ANT P,  with 14-sunset CT
'He hit him IN THE EVENING.'

(8.174) ma-lili ni-mj b4-timb-amb-1ly-4**

ndi, ta kéwa ndi
6-food cop-6.DEM.I  3PL"-1PL.O-COOK-BEN-FV  Pj IpL:be thus Py
ka-ly-a na l-gundd édka

9b-eat-Fv  with S-JOURNEY CT

'The food that they cooked for us, we were eating it DURING THE

JOURNEY'.' (72009.23)

Examples of instrumental or manner adjuncts with the contrast particle are:
(8.175) 1koéba  a-mwi 6i nzoka na Ik dka
"Ikobu" 3sG:1.0-kill:FV.ANT P, lasnake with 5-stick cT
'Ikobu killed a snake WITH A STICK.

(8.176) a-sy¢ ndt na  nzd aka
3sG"-pass:Fv P, with  9.hunger CT
'He passed [the day] HUNGRY.' (72009.32)

After someone has burned his arm while cooking:
(8.177) nlyd muzuzuvla  é-bedul-o béy?3,
when 9.awful pain 35G":15G.O-surpass-Fv like that
nza é-*sy-6 lingunG éka
9.hunger 3sG":15G.O-finish-Fv" 5.truth €T
'When the awful pain became too much for me, feeling hungry finished
REALLY.' (72009.3)

3 The basic verb is -amb- 'cook'. I assume that in this case, epenthetic /mb/ occurs

preceding the vowel-initial verb, instead of /m/. See 7.5.1.
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¢. Subjects
Subjects cannot be directly followed by the contrast particle dka. If a subject is
contrasted, dka follows a postverbal substitutive with the same referent as the

subject (16G in the first example below, um in the second) in a construction with

copula nu:
(8.178) ku-mbuso i, ba-ma‘makt 66-do-ku ndt m
17-back 17.0EM.I 2-brother:3sG.POss 3PL"-come:FV-DIR P;  COP
66 dka ki-‘takany-a
2PRO CT  9b:1.0-find-Fv
'Later, HIS BROTHERS came to find him.' (#ranslated Genesis 50:18)
(8.179) na-kaly-ag-a ndt n aka ni-15 la-st

1sG’-pay-PLUR-FV P;  COP 1SG.PRO CT  COP-5.DEM.I 5.ass-all
'l (contrasted) paid all those [things].' (translated Genesis 31:39)

For the combination of subjects and postverbal substitutives, see 7.4 and 6.1.1.

The contrast particle dka occurs frequently with one of the following adverbials, ast

'only' in affirmative and gutGgu 'even' in negative clauses. 4st nearly always occurs
in combination with dka. These adverbials reinforce the contrasted element,
positively in the case of asi, i.e. giving interpretations like 'always', 'completely’,
just', etc., and negatively in the case of gutGgu, i.e. yielding the meaning 'not any'.
The adverbials dst and gutGgu mark the beginning of the domain of contrast, dka
the end.

Examples of dst and dka are:
(8.180) kani gbuké a kéwa 4ast ki mu-gam$ aka
when larat 3sG:be thus  only PREP 3-crying  CT
'While Rat was CRYING ALL THE TIME.' (72006.3)

(8.181) nzGyt ya-st a-va kowa 4st  su yo6-‘muki aka
9.body 9.ass-all 3sG"-take:Fv thus  only 9.smell 9.ASs-6:smoke CT
'The whole body took on JUST THE SMELL OF SMOKE.' (72006.5)
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(8.182)

(8.183)

(8.184)

Examples
(8.185)

(8.186)

na ast ki  l-lebs aka
1sG:be only PREP 5-mourning CT
T am ALWAYS IN MOURNING.' (franslated Genesis 37:35)

mu-l16kG na  mu-kakt ba ndt 166  Ba-st
1-man with 1-woman:3SG.PossS 3pPL:be P;  2.PRO 2.ASs-all
ba-6a ast  ndambu aka

2NUM-two only 9.nudity CT
'Man and his wife they were both COMPLETELY NAKED.'
(translated Genesis 2:25)

mbiya wanu, ta-ké-gu bata no  luki

new here 1PL-NEG:be:FV-NEG again with 5:object

la-gogo ni-13 ta-kwanan-a  ka-u-pa

5.ass-other CoOP-5.DEM.I  1pL-should-Fv 9b-25G.O-give:FV

@-kik-i 4st  nzoyr kusd dka na ma-tdmbs kusu
3SG-COND:be- only 9.body 1pPL.POSS CT  with 6-land 1PL.POSS
FV.NEG

'Now, we have not again anything else which we should give to you if it
is not JUST OUR BODY and our fields." (transiated Genesis 48:18)

of gutGgu and 4ka are:
ba-nyama ba-st maénzala-méanzéla, @-ka-gwi-gu
2-animal ~ 2.Ass-all in disorder 35G"-NEG:1.0-hold:FV*-NEG

gutégu 6é-moti  dka
even 1.NUM-one CT

'All animals [fled] in disorder, he did not CATCH ANYONE.' (72006.3)

ba-kingil-a goni ka-lik-4g-a ma-65mbu, 64-ko mu-pals
3pL'-try-FV  also  9b-trap-PLUR-FV  6-trap 3pL’-cut:Fv  3-barrier*?*

ni-ma-néa ma-ndd, gutégu mbéyr ko-b6k-is-6 aka

CcopP-3.DEM.II-CONN  3.Ass-long even first 9b-grow-CAUS-FV  CT

424 A barrier in the forest with passage ways where traps are installed.
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'They also tried to set traps, they cut the long barrier, NOTHING WAS
SUCCESSFUL."* (T2009.21)

(8.187) mu-mbanzié gutégu bé-moti dka @-kd-kwanan-i1-gu
1-person even 1.NUM-one CT  3SG-NEG-should-FV.NEG-NEG
ndéké ka-u-tang-a
Fy 9b-2.0-count-Fv
'NOT ANY person will be able to count them.' (franslated Genesis 13:16)

(8.188) na-ka-vi-gu laki kakds gutGgu  li-moti aka
1SG-NEG-take:FV.NEG-NEG ~ 5:0bject 2SG.POSS even 5.NUM-one CT

'l am not taking your object, NOT ANY ONE.' (franslated Genesis 14:23)

8.6.3 Left-dislocation for participant activation

The main function of left-dislocation is to ensure textual cohesion by activation of
the (major) participant.*** When a participant becomes the topic of conversation or
of a text after some digression, he is re-introduced by left-dislocation and a type I
demonstrative.*”” Left-dislocation does not imply emphasis or contrastive focus on

the dislocated element.

Pronouns typically do not provide new information. In Liko, pronouns are used to
emphasize a known subject or object. When a pronoun refers to an antecedent
earlier in the text, it may be left-dislocated. In the following two examples, a
pronoun which is syntactically an object is left-dislocated and followed by a type I

demonstrative.

425 Literally, 'not first caused to grow'.

426 A large number of examples comes from the translated text of Genesis. This is done
because it contains several longer stories in which the Liko translators have put an effort in
making it clear to potential hearers who or what is the topic of a sentence. These stories
contain a lot of material that can be used to study information structure.

427 Nicolle (2014:132) reports this use of referential and distal demonstratives, i.e. to activate

a participant, for several Tanzanian languages.
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(8.189) wyi nd fa-mbanzG Him-ukan-ag-a ndéke
1.PRO 1.DEM.I 2-person 3pL:1.0-hear-PLUR-FV  F;
'People will listen to him.' (franslated Genesis 49:10)

The antecedent, the 'owner', is presented in the previous sentence in the text.

(8.190) wyt nd Séla  u-bGkut-ly-a banu ka
1.PRO 1.DEM.I "Sala" 3sG:25G.O-give birth-BEN-FV F, PREP
sya‘nga-su sé-gogo

7:year, dry season-7 7.ASS-other

'Sarah will give birth to him next year." (franslated Genesis 17:21)
In the context of the above example, a promised child, Isaac, has been introduced
in chapter 17, verse 19. The intermediate passage talks about another son. In the
sentence preceding the above one, Isaac is the topic again. In (8.190), 1yf 'he' is the
topic and syd*ngasu sidgogo 'next year' the new information. Left-dislocation of the

pronoun does not add emphasis.

Examples of a dislocated pronoun which functions as a subject:
8.191)a. wyi nd 0-bung-us-i-ni mu-panga
1.PRO 1.DEM.I 3SG-lose-CAUS-FV.ANT-PFV  3-machete
'He had lost the machete.'
b. kyé¢ i n3 a-gbusy-6g-1 6i Stsa
so that 1.PRO 1.DEM.I 3SG:1.O-curse-PLUR-FV.SUBJ P, "Sisa"
... so that he would curse Sisa.' (72008.10)

In the next example, the story introduces the children of Noah and expands on one
of them. When the narrator returns to the three children, he uses a left-dislocated
pronoun:
(8.192) 66  ba-saa 65 6a ndt b6o-mika-NéGa
2.PRO 2.NUM-three 2.DEM.I 3pL:be P,  2-child:GEN-"Nua"
'"The three were children of Noah.' (transiated Genesis 9:19)

In a story in Genesis, a servant responds to a request and asks for further
information in (8.193a). After the instructions (several sentences), the servant, by
means of a formal gesture, pledges that he will carry out the instructions (8.193b).

The servant is re-introduced by left-dislocation.
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(8.193)a.

Chapter 8

mu-gy-a-li-gub6  a-sikis-y-o b6é¢:
1-do-Fv-5-work 3sG":1.0-return-APPL-FV  COMP

'"The servant answered:' (translated Genesis 24.5)

mu-gy-a-li-gubé nd 6-bis-a ndt ku-65*ksG-ko  ka-sili
1-do-Fv-5-work  1.DEM.I 3sG"-put-¢v* P,  15-hand-15  17-under part
wa-st-bg-su ka-mémbukwéna daki*?®

17.Ass-7-thigh-7 GEN-la.owner la.s.o. of same age:3SG.POSS

'"The servant put [his] hand under the thigh of his master.' (transiated
Genesis 24:9)

One of the Liko stories, Mbwoko, see 1.1.3 in Appendix 1, tells that a demon had a
beautiful daughter. He demanded that a would-be husband would be able to endure

hunger and abstain from food. So when a man came to the village to ask to marry

the girl, he was put in a house and forbidden to eat. But in the house, the demon

had put ripe sweet bananas. The first young man who came could not stand the

fragrance of the bananas and ate some. When in (8.194a), the demon discovered

that the first candidate had eaten the sweet bananas in the house, he called the men

of the village. They killed the young man and cooked his meat. When the father of

the girl, the demon, is mentioned again in (8.194b), the phrase is left-dislocated

and followed by a type I demonstrative:

(8.194)a.

niy5d abakt mu-ké6  a-ndéng-a

when la.father:3sG.poss 1-woman 3SG'-discover-Fv

'When the father of the woman discovered [it]." (72006.2)

abakt mu-stkd nd a-va ma-lil{f mj
la.father:3sG.poss  1-girl 1.DEM.I 3sG’-take:Fv 6-food  6.DEM.I
'"The father of the girl took this food.' (72006.2)

In the following example, the men are re-introduced after they had been mentioned

for the last time in verse 9:

(8.195) ku-mbuso i, ba-16ké 65 6a-*tok-y-ly-4 ndi li-gundd
17-back 17.0EM.III 2-man 2.0pEM.I 3pL":1.0-leave- P;  5-journey
APPL-BEN-FV

428 mombukwana d¥kt is an expression meaning 'his master'.
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'After that, the men left him [to go on] a journey.' (translated Genesis
18:16)

In the text preceding the next example, a pregnant woman received a message that
she would give birth to twins. At the time of the delivery, it appeared that:
(8.196) bo-bigi 65 63 ndt  ko-s3 wa-moma kak{
2-twins 2.DEM.I 3pL:be P,  17-inside 17.Ass-3.belly  3SG.POSS

"Twins were in her womb.' (franslated Genesis 25:24)

Proper names can be left-dislocated to refer to characters mentioned before in the
text. In a story in Genesis, a man called Jacob gets the news that his son Joseph is
still alive. Jacob exclaims:
(8.197) mikam Yezéfu a bata ka  obili aka!
la.child:1sG.poss "Yezéfu" 3sG:be again PREP lalife, world cT
na ké-ag-a kdm-in-a kdmbwa b6¢ né-kw-i
1sG:be 9b-leave-Fv 9b:1.0-see-Fv 17:front COMP 1SG-die-FV.SUBJ
'My child Joseph is still ALIVE! I am leaving to see him before (that) I
die." (transiated Genesis 45:28)

Later in the text, Jacob is told:
(8.198) Yezéfu nd u-tiky-o ndéke miso
"Yezéfu" 1.DEM.I 35G:2SG.O-close-FV F; 6:eye

'Joseph will close your eyes.' (franslated Genesis 46:4)

Left-dislocation involves a position in the clause which precedes the subject
position and follows a conjunction. In the example below, the conjunction kyé
precedes the left-dislocated element:
(8.199) miki m  a-kdngj, kyé a-kdngd nd
la.child cop 1b-banana shoot because 1b-banana shoot 1.DEM.I
a-tl-pag-a ma-66gu  kd-mbiso
33G-1PL.O-give:PLUR-FV 6-banana  17-back
'A child is a banana shoot, because this banana shoot will give us
bananas later.' (72006.7)
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8.6.4  External topicalization

External topics are not preposed constituents of the clause, but are external to it,
adjoined to the clause as a whole (Foley 2007:416).*” In Liko, external topics
occur to the left of the clause. Adjuncts as external topics are common, they are
mostly locative and temporal phrases, but also instrumental, manner and other
phrases. Objects as external topics are rare and subjects are absent. An external
topic does not occur in subject position, as can be seen in the examples below,
where a full subject NP is present between the external topic and the verb. External

topics are usually separated from the following clause by means of a short pause.

I will first present a case in which an object argument occurs as external topic. In
the texts from which the example below is taken, the animals were introduced as
participants in the opening clause of the text: Leopard is the chief of the animals.
In the following sentences, the story tells that Leopard appointed Rat to watch over
his field. ba-nyam4 6a-gogo 'the other animals' are presupposed and they are the
topic of the clause. The new information is that they were angry:
(8.200) ba-nyamd ba-gogo, ma-mbengi U-tGl-a ndt
2-animal  2.ASs-other 6-heart 3SG/PL":2.0-hurt-Fv P,
'the other animals, hearts hurt them', i.e. they were angry (72006.3)

The above sentence is also grammatical if the external topic is left out, mambengt

Gt6l3 ndh. The object is marked in the verb form with the class 2 object prefix G-.

If a clause is preceded by an external topic, it is nearly always a locative or a
temporal phrase. Examples of a locative phrase as external topic are:
(8.201) k6 pisi, Zanglyda -bumy-a 60-nzikabs
PREP 9.path "Zangitya" 3sG"2.0-spy on-Fv  2-man without mercy
'On the road, Zangtya watched the robbers."** (72009.21 - adapted)

42 Examples which Foley gives for adjuncts as external topics include: In Sydney there is
always a lot to do, In the morning I finished the article (his (132a, b), Egbert, I couldn't find
(132d) and Soukous, it's the greatest African twentieth-century gift to civilization (132g).

430 The robbers are on the road.
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(8.202) ko-gG  wo-bukd, ta-pung-ag-a ké-bis-6  panga-tu
17-top 17.AsS-8:burning 1PL-start-PLUR-FV  9b-put-Fv  13.hide of
piece of wood palm nut-13

'Over the fire, we start by putting the palm-nut fibres at all sides.'
(T2006.5)

(8.203) k6  ki-sydku, Makanzyadla o-gbit-i bu-siyo na  gboni kak{
there 17-side "Makanzyala" 3sG:fell- 14-tree with 9.axe 3SG.POSS
across a river FV.ANT

'There across the river, Makanzyala felled a "busiyo" tree with his axe.'

(8.204) kinu ka*' kusd ki  Gbaigbai, ta-pung-ag-a
here there 1PL.POSS PREP "Gbaigbai" 1PL-start-PLUR-FV
ka-mumdl-a ngbongbd
9b-collect-Fv  9.banana trunk
'Here where we live in Gbaigbai, we start by collecting banana tree
trunks' (72006.5)

Examples of temporal phrases as external topic are:
(8.205) na  bu-sdb, a-l6ké {m-Ukan-a nza
with 14-sunrise 1b-man 3SG":REFL-feel-Fv  9.hunger

'At sunrise, the man was hungry.' (72006.2)

(8.206) ki-mbiso wa-ma-syé, longa u-sil-y-a ndt
17-back 17.as8-6-day S:war 3sG":2.0-arrive-APPL-FV Pj
'Some time later, the war affected them.' (72009.21)

(8.207) na  bu-gogd bi ni-63, Bokotogi  amb-a ndt
with 14-sunset 14.DEM.III cop-14.DEM.I "Bokotogi" 3sG’:cook-Fv’ P,
ma-l{li k& ma-fika
6-food PREP 6-kitchen
'"That evening, Bokotogi prepared food in the kitchen.'

! The vowel of kG is changed into /u/ due to assimilation to the following [+ATR]

possessive pronoun kust.
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Examples of other adjuncts as external topic:

(8.208) na  gboni kak{ ya-mbiya, Makanzyald o-gbit-i bu-siyo
with 9.axe 3SG.POSS 9.Ass-new "Makanzyala" 3sG:fell-FV.ANT 14-tree
ks-syaku
17-side across a river

'With his new axe, Makanzyala felled a "busiyo" tree across the river.'

(8.209) ka yigoku kakd, wa-kikwe-ni-to ka-mbiso
PREP 9a:return 2SG.POSS 2SG-NEG:look:FV- NEGSUBJ-INS 17-back
'When you return, do not look back' (72006.1)

External topics may be followed by the contrast particle dka:
(8.210) ké ngbingd 6é-moti  4dka,

PREP la.time 1.NUM-one CT

t-ngbdld  a-pung-a ké-mw-6g-6 1i66
9a-dugout 3sG’-start-Fv  9b-drink-PLUR-FV  5:water
'SUDDENLY, the dugout started to make water.'

(8.211) ké ngbingd vyi ni-nd gon{ 4dka nj,
PREP latime  1.DEM.III cop-1.DEM.I also ¢t  1.DEM.I
mu-kakt U-bGkut-a bo-bigi
1-woman:3SG.POSS  3SG":2.0-give birth-Fv  2-twins
'AT THAT TIME, his wife gave birth to twins.' (72007.9)

(8.212) ka pi yi ni-y5 aka 3,
PREP 9.place 9.DEM.III coOP-9.DEM.I cT  9.DEM.I
Abalama  4-bib-is-3 ndt Kunzi
"Abalama" 3sG’-praise-CAUS-FV P,  la.God
'AT THAT PLACE, Abraham praised God.' (transiated Genesis 13:4)
When the external topic contains a type I demonstrative, a repeated demonstrative

follows the contrast particle at the end of the external topic.

8.7 Comparison

In order to compare one item with another, different constructions are used

depending on whether the comparison expresses a similarity or a dissimilarity.



Topics in Syntax 463

When a characteristic that both items share is referred to, an inflected form of a
verb is followed -not necessarily directly- by preposition b€ 'like', as in:
(8.213) miki  mu-ké  yi a dbe*? siba
la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III 3sG:be like  9.ivory
'A girl is like ivory.' (72006.9)
The point of comparison here is that both a girl and a piece of ivory are highly

valuable.

In the next examples, someone is being hit with sticks until he dies, like people hit
a snake when it is seen in a village:
(8.214) 6a-bum-i ndt na Be-ngbingili 4be nzéka 6a-mws
3pL"1.0-hit-Fv Py with 2+49:9a-stick like la.snake 3pL":1.0-kill:Fv
'They hit him with sticks like a snake, they killed him." (72009.21)

When dissimilarity with respect to the point of comparison is expressed, the most
common strategy is to use the Infinitive form of the verb -kitag- 'pass, surpass'. In
the phrases below, -kitag- is used with its basic meaning 'pass' in which no
comparison is involved:

(8.215)a. bam-n-a a-16kG  b6é-moti  nf a-na*-kitag-a

3pL":1.0-see-Fv*3

Ib-man 1.NUM-one when 3SG-INCH-pass-FV
na mémi kaki ké  pisi
with la.goat 3SG.POSS PREP 9.path
'They saw a certain man when he was about to pass with his goat on the
road.' (72009.26)
b. na-kitag-a ndt ki  1-kdlo yi-dingi.
3sG"-pass-Fv P,  PREP 9a-school 9.ADJ-big
'l passed [the exams to go] to secondary school' (72009.23)

42 The H tone of the LH contour merges with the following High.

43 The Past has a TAM melody with a H tone on the leftmost prefix. Future has no TAM
melody with H tones. In the case of the third person plural subject prefix, which has an
underlying H tone, the verb forms are identical. In the context of the story, reference is to

the past.
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In the following examples, -kitag- is used in comparisons. Recall that Infinitive

forms may include object and reflexive prefixes as well as verbal extensions.

(8.216)a.

ba-va kG kaki ba-luk-a ndt 6€ Li-ngstu
2-clan member there 3sG.poss 3pL":1.0-call-Fv P,  COMP 5-star

ké bulyé kyé a ndt wa-nza ka-u-kitag-a

PREP 9.reason because 3sG:be P;  1.ASS-good 9b-2.0-pass-FV
ba-sitkd ba-st ba-mu-seng{

2-girl 2.ass-all  2.Ass-3-village

'Her clan members called her Star because she was more beautiful
than all the girls of the village.' (72009.12)

i-pigo ya-nyama tin6 s€ mu-nad wa-ma-balangi
9a-species 9.Ass-la.animal which thus 1.DEM.II-CONN 1.ASS-6-spot
ka-‘kitag-a sukopf mu ?

9b:1.0-pass-Fv la.leopard 1.DEM.II

'What kind of animal is this, spotted more than a leopard?' (72006.1)
mu-tG  wa-gogo a-to goni na yangyd ya-gogo
I-man l.Ass-other 3SG:be-INS also with 9.poverty 9.Ass-other
ka-u-kitag-a we

9b-258G.0-pass-FV  28G.PRO

'Someone else certainly also has some other need, more than you.'
(T2009.21)

To express a superlative, the adverb kigbe 'very' is added between the nominal

with the point of comparison and the Infinitive form of -kitag- 'pass, surpass', as in:

(8.217)a.

-kt VA a na t-zanglyd kogbe ka-kitag-a?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 3sG:be with O9a-profit very 9b-pass-FvV
'What is most important?'

a ndt miki mu-paka kGgbe ka-u-kitdg-a  bHa-st
3sG:be P,  lachild I-favourite very 9b-2.0-pass-Fv  2.Ass-all
ka  mu-sengi

PREP 3-village

'He was the most favourite child of all [children] in the village.'
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To indicate that the other item is identical or just different, mudongom 'identical,

1'3* expresses that the item is identical to the one compared with. To

horizonta
mention that items are different without evaluating one as being better, etc. than
the other, di 'different, strange' is used. Neither mudongom nor di shows noun-class

concord. But di agrees in number: it is triplicated when it modifies a plural head.

Examples include:
(8.218) ba-mbanzis b6a-st 64 mudongont
2-person 2.ass-all  3pL:be identical
'All people are the same.'
The word mudongom keeps the same form regardless of whether its referent is

singular or plural.

(8.219)a. a-16kG mu-na a di na  bengéni.
1b-man 1.DEM.II-CONN 3sG:be different with la.other person
'That man is different from the other(s).'

b. ba-ndabu dididi
2.house different
'different houses', i.e. all unique

c. a-t{-tungbul-ag-a ka  mo-gubd dididi
33G-1PL.O-help-PLUR-FV PREP 6-work different
'It helps us with different jobs.' (72006.5)

8.8 Complex sentences

This section mainly aims to provide illustrations of coordinate and subordinate
clauses. Subordinate clauses are divided into object clauses, relative clauses and
adverbial clauses. Relative clauses are presented separately in 8.4, in order to
introduce the trace particle mind, which also occurs in interrogative sentences, see

8.5, and in left-dislocation, see 8.6.3.

44 Probably related to mu-dong5 '3-row’, plural class 9 dongs.
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8.8.1

Chapter 8

Coordinate clauses

Coordinate clauses are divided by means of a pause, or by one of the conjunctions

na 'and’, ikan{ 'or', or kiki limoti 'but'. Most frequently, there is no conjunction

present between two coordinate clauses, only a pause:

(8.220)

a-bakt mou-sitkd nd a-va ma-l{il{ m3j,
1b-father:3sG.poss  1-girl 1.DEM.I 3sG’-take:Fv 6-food 6.DEM.I
6-bis-0 6o-kpokiiku boyi ka ndabu ka-b6o-bikd

3sG"-put-Fv 2 +9-cooking pot 2+9.DEM.III PREP 9.house GEN-2-visitor
'The father of the girl took this food and put these cooking pots
(exclusive) in the guesthouse.' (72006.2)

An examples of na 'and' is:

(8.221)

a-mak-y-a ki  1i-b3, ba-sdngG, mo-tili, mu-noks
3sG:1.0-insert-APPL-FV  PREP 5-buttock 2+ 9-nostril 6-ear 3-mouth
na a-gbody-o ké miso

and 3sG:1.0-smear-FV PREP 6:eye

'He will insert [them (i.e. rotten mushrooms)] for him, in the anus, in the
nostrils, in the ears, in the mouth and he will smear [them] over his face.
(T2006.3)

The following sentence is a combination of clauses separated by pauses and by the

conjunction na 'and' (in the context of the text, the time reference is to the past):

(8.222)

ta kd-am-a  ka-mumdl-4,

1PL:be-FV  9b-limit-Fv  9b-collect-Fv

t6-bing-o se  kéwa misa ma-kpu,

IPL’-cut-Fv thus thus  9.firewood 6.ASS-big

ta-tup-a ndiké

1pL"-take all-Fv  9.palm-nut pit

na té-bungusy-o goni lita 16-6uku b1

and IpL’-arrange-Fv also 5:fireplace 5.Ass-8:burning piece of 8.DEM.III
wood

'When we finished gathering, we cut a lot of firewood, we took all the

palm-nut pits and also arranged a fireplace for this fire (exclusive).'

(72006.5)
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An example of ikanf 'or' is:
(8.223) ind-ag-a kéwa ndu ka-kis-a4 ma-l{l{
3sG":go-PLUR-FV thus P,  9b-search-Fv 6-food
ikan{ ka-tGg-a 1i66 no  biti
or 9b-draw water-Fv  S:water with 9.darkness
'So he went to search for food or to draw water during the night.'
(T2009.21)

The combination 1dki '5:object' and li-motf '5.NUM-one' is used to express 'but':
(8.224) sibi a-k3 ndt mu-pald, ldki li-moti mu-pald
la.tortoise 3sG’-cut:Fv P,  3-barrier  S:object 5.NUM-one 3-barrier
mi ni*™  @-ké-go ndi ka-i-gwin-6n-6
3.DEM.III when 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG P;  9b-REFL-hold:ASS-ASS-FV
'"Tortoise cut a barrier in the forest, but this barrier did not hold together.'

(T2007.3)

(8.225) bo-gbuwéd ba-saa 66-guly-o k4 ndabu, ba-va
2-chimpanzee 2.NUM-three 3PL’-enter-Fv PREP 9.house 3PL’-take:Fv
ma-sangt, bag-a béyd aka 3,
6-basket 3pL":leave-Fv like that cT  9.DEM.I
Gk li-moti ba-ka-kwanan-1-gs ndt ka-tGg-a
5:object 5.NUM-one 3PL-NEG-should-FV-NEG P;  9b-draw water-Fv
1i66 kG-s3 wa-ma-sangt
S:water 17-inside 17.ASs-6-basket
'The three chimpanzees entered the house, they took baskets, they left

LIKE THAT, but they could not* draw water in baskets.' (72007.1)

8.8.2  Subordinate object clauses

The complementizer 6€ introduces a direct or indirect speech complement, or
another type of object clause. The difference is the occurrence of a short pause,

preceding or following 6§.

435 Short form of kanf 'when, while'.
#6 The negative Future followed by the Past time adverbial Pndu is used to express inability

in the past.
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a. Direct and indirect speech complements
When the complementizer 6" introduces direct speech or indirect speech, 6§

occurs at the end of the main clause and is followed by a short pause.

Examples of direct speech include:
(8.226) ba-biky-a b6¢:  ta-*kw-ily-a ndt gbukd
3pL"-say-Fv CcOMP 1pL":1.0-die-BEN-FV* P,  larat
'"They said: "We died for rat".' (72006.3)

(8.227) KaNgasa na Kibi 66  ye™® mikabd, wi-bib-ag-a
"Ka Ngasa" with "Kibi" cOMP excuse me la.brother 2SG:REFL-praise-
PLUR-FV
'Ka Ngasa [said] to Kibi: "Excuse me brother, you praise yourself." '
(T2006.1)

(8.228) 66-bilisy-og-o kéwa ndit 6¢:  "Rigo hooo !"
3pL’-chant slogan-PLUR-FV thus P;  COMP 'rigo hooo"

'They scanted: "Rigo hooo!" ' (72006.4)

(8.229) a-nim-tus-6 kéwa bBé:
3SG-INCH:REFL-ask-FV thus  CcOMP
be-gbogb3 baya-bo-ti bi ni-bayt
2+9:9a-s.th. worn 2+ 9.Ass-2 +9-clothes 2.DEM.III coP-2+ 9.DEM.II
@-ka-pGt-tk-an-4 se plye kowa,
3SG-COND-destroy-NEUT-ASS-FV  thus thus thus
ni-gy-a kéwa um 60nt ?
1SG:REFL-do-FV thus  1SG.PRO how
'He asked himself: "These threadbare clothes here, if they are gone,
what shall [ do?" ' (72009.21)

7 The verb for 'say' in Liko is -btki-.
#8 The High part of the LH tone on y¥ has merged with the following H tone.
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In the following two examples, B¢ introduces indirect speech:
(8.230) Ka Ngasa a-biky-i-ni Kibi 6¢, am-ib-o
"Ka Ngasa" 3sG:1.0-say-FV.ANT-PFV  "Kibi" comP 35G:1.0-know-Fv
bé a mu-lilika
COMP 3sG:be 1-trapper
'Ka Ngasa has said to Kibi that he would acknowledge him to be a
trapper.' (72006.1)

(8.231) yékt kaks a-pa wyl  yamama kiGgbe
as la.chicken 3sG-want:rv 1.PRO 9a:wandering very
a-*btky-a bata négba  b¢ ba-ga mbéyt
3sG":1.0-say-Fv again la.lizard comp 3PL-go:Fv.IMP first
ka-ny3 mbdngs ké  tutd
9b-pull up:Fv  9.mushroom PREP 9.forest
'As chicken likes very much to wander around, she said again to lizard
that they go to gather mushrooms in the forest.' (72007.19)

b. Other subordinate object clauses
In the case of a subordinate object clause introduced by the complementizer B¢,

there usually is a short pause preceding 6€ and the subordinate clause.

The complementizer 6€ occurs clause-initially in subordinate clauses where verbs

like 'know', 'praise', 'demand' occur in the main clause:

(8.232) bum-ib-o b€ wa miki{ mu-16kG  yi wa-l{-nguns
3pL:28G.O- comMP 2sG:be la.child 1-man 1.DEM.III  1.AsS-5-truth
know-Fv

'They will know that you are truly a young man**.' (72006.8)

(8.233) wi-bib-ag-a 6¢  u-mwig-o™ ba-nyama
2SG:REFL-praise-PLUR-FV COMP 2SG:2.0-kill:PLUR-FV  2-animal
'"You praise yourself that you kill animals.' (72006.1)

49 Literally, 'a young man of truth'.

440 The subject prefix onset, /w/, has merged with the vowel of the object prefix after V-
deletion.



470 Chapter 8

(8.234) a-bakt a-pak-a ndi 6¢ mbunyékt
1b-father:3sG.poss  3sG’-guard-Fv"® p;  comp la.husband:3SG.poss
ik-o ndéke mu-tG mu-pilya nza
3sG:be-FV Fs4 I-man 1.ADJ-enduring 9.hunger

'Her father demanded that her husband should be a man who endures
hunger.' (72006.2)

(8.235) Zanglyd a-nd-‘tdman-ag-a goni yl 6é Ikobu
"Zangtya" 3SG-INCH-think-PLUR-FV also 1.PRO comp '"Ikobu"
6-kw-6-ni ndi
3sG"-die-FV*-PFV P,

'Zangiya thought as well that Ikobu had died.' (72009.21)

The complementizer 6¢ has another function, without a following clause, i.e. to
introduce an identification. Examples include:
(8.236) ba-lik-y-ag-a ndt B¢ st-mii-so si-dingi
3pL -call-APPL-PLUR-FV P;  COMP 19-circumcision-19 19.ADJ-big
'They called it / It was called big circumcision.' (72006.4)

(8.237) lbnga ni-15 ba-lik-y-ag-a b¢ yangya
5:war COP-5.DEM.I 3PL’-call-APPL-PLUR-FV COMP 9.poverty
u-sil-y-a ndt
3sG":2.0-arrive-APPL-FV P,
'The war, which is called poverty, arrived at them.' (72009.21)
(8.238) ka  mu-sengi ka-Bavakwdkwo, a ndt mu-lilika
PREP 3-village  GEN-people of "Kwokwo" 3sG:be P,  1-trapper
6é-moti  ind ndt b6¢ Kibigu Kadigya
1.NUM-one 5mame P; comp "Kibigu Kadigya"
'In the village of Bavakwokwo was a trapper called Kibigu Kadigya.'
(T2006.1)

8.8.3  Subordinate adverbial clauses

Subordinate adverbial clauses have one of the following conjunctions clause-

initially: fba 'it means that, so that', ky¢ 'because’, n{y3 'when, while', yékt 'when, as'
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2.2

and kan{ 'when, while'. Subordinate clauses with the conjunctions fba and ky¢
follow the main clause. niy3 and y€ku are conjunctions in subordinate clauses that
(almost) always precede the main clause. Subordinate clauses with kan{ generally

follow the main clause.

The complementizer B¢ also occurs preceding subordinate adverbial clauses which
express a purpose. These subordinate clauses all contain a Subjunctive form, e.g.:
(8.239) sukopi no gbuké 6¢ ind-{ ka-kis-a  bdbunza
laldeopard and larat COMP 3SG:go-FV.SUBJ 9b-search- 9.rotten
FV mushroom
'Leopard [said] to rat to go to find rotten mushrooms.' (72006.3)

For other examples, see 7.9.1.

Examples of fba 'it means that, so that', with and without a Subjunctive in the

following clause:

(8.240) t6-bungusy-i-ni mu-sengi iba tik-i b{-nza
1pL-arrange-FV.SUBJ- 3-village it means that 1PL:be-FV.SUBJ MOD-good
ADDR

'Let us fix up the village so that we would be well.' (72006.7)

(8.241) wa-kukan-a ndt 6¢ st-mii-so si-dingi  iba
2SG-COND:hear-FV P,  COMP 19-circumcision-19 19.ADJ-big it means that
ni-sd 6G-kog-3 ndt miné bHo-miki 6d-dingi
copP-19.DEM.I  3PL":2.0-cut:PLUR-FV P;  TRACE 2-child  2.ADI-big
'If you heard "big circumcision", it referred to the one where many
children were circumcised.' (72006.4)

In (8.240), iba functions to express a purpose, in (8.241), iba introduces an

explanation.

Examples of kyé 'because”:
(8.242) & ndt ka-6iky-4 li-ngunG 4ka, kyé ké  kaki
3sG:be P;  9b-say-Fv  S-truth CT  because there 3SG.POSS
ik-ag-a ndt dst  su ya-li-kisi aka
3sG:be-PLUR-FV P;  only 9.smell 9.ASs-5-delicious dish cT
'He spoke THE TRUTH because where he lived there was ALWAYS
THE FLAVOUR OF A DELICIOUS DISH.' (72006.1)
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(8.243) kinili ba-mbanzi ba-miy-an-a na  ba-buli,
that's why 2-person 3pL"-hate-Ass-Fv"  with 2:1b-demon
kyé ba-mwd ndt Mbwodko
because 3pL":1.0-kill:Fv p;  "Mbwoko"

'That is why men and demons hate each other, because they [the demons]
killed Mbwoko."' (72006.2)

Subordinate clauses with nfy3 'when, while' precedes the main clause:
(8.244) nify5 4am-wn-a Kibi, &-‘pdm-y-a bé:
when 3sG":1.0-see-Fv  "Kibi" 3SG":1.0-scream-APPL-FV COMP
wayi mu-né wikwe ka-mbiso
la.friend 1.DEM.II-CONN 2SG:look:FV.NST 17-back
'When he saw Kibi, he screamed at him: "Friend! Look behind." '
(T2006.1)

(8.245) niy5 Ikébu in-a 6éy5, ind-a ka
when "Ikobu" 3sG":see-FV® like that 3SG":g0-FV PREP
6o0-nzikabos, ka-kong-a ku-kwa-ku
2-man without mercy 9b-demand-Fv 15-death-15
'When Ikobu saw that, he went to a band of robbers to ask for his death.'
(T2009.21)

An example of y&ki 'when, as' is:
(8.246) yéki ba-dwe k6 tiko, sukopi ~mu-nokG 4a-dik-4  bi-de
when 3pL"-arrive: PREP 9.field la.leopard 3-mouth  3SG"-cool- MoOD-cold
FV FV'
'"When they arrived at the field, Leopard was staggered."**' (72006.1)
Examples of kén{ 'when, while' are:
(8.247) a-sy¢ mu-kakd, kani B4-kid-*pi-gu gutigu
3sG"-pass:Fv  1.ADJ-alone when 3PL-NEG:1.0-give:FV.ANT-NEG even
1i66 li-mwo dka
S:water 5.ADJ-drinking CT

#1 Literally, 'the mouth cooled cold'.
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'He passed [the night] alone, while they did not give him EVEN
DRINKING WATER.' (72006.2)

(8.248) 4-gy-a mbéyt ma-syé ma-ba kani o-ké-gu
3sG"-do-Fv first 6-day 6.NUM-two  when 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG
ka-im-ukdn-4 nza
9b-REFL-hear-FV  9.hunger
'First he spent two days without feeling hungry.' (72006.2)

8.8.4 Infinitives

Infinitives display both nominal and verbal characteristics. They can fill positions
in the sentence that are normally occupied by either nouns or verbs. They may be
accompanied by modifiers or by arguments. In this section, an Infinitive is referred
to as Infinitive if it consists of only the Infinitive form without object prefixes or

arguments. Otherwise, it is referred to as an Infinitival clause.

Infinitives take the noun-class prefix of class 9b (see 5.1.1), which is identical to
the general preposition ka. Placing Infinitives in class 9b is argued for on the basis
of their set of concords, which is identical to the one of class 9. In (5.43), repeated
here, an Infinitive is modified by an adjective or by a nominal modifier. The
Infinitive, being the head of the noun phrase, controls agreement on its modifiers:
(8.249)a. ka-lyaly-a yi-dingi
9b-graze-FV  9.ADJ-big
'the big grazing', i.e. eating a lot
b. ka-ag-a ya-*kiG-sui
9b-leave-Fv  9.ASS-17-downstream

'the downstream leaving', i.e. going downstream

Constructions with an Infinitive as the head of a noun phrase and followed by a

modifier are rare.

In all positions, Infinitives can be followed by an argument and/or an adjunct.
Infinitives can have derived forms with verbal extensions. In (8.250a), the

Infinitival clause contains both an object prefix, the Causative extension and the
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Directional suffix. In (8.250b), the Infinitival clause contains the reflexive prefix
and the Causative extension:

(8.250)a. li-syé¢ ni-15 bik-o kéwd ndit mind
5-day cop-5.0EM.I 3pL"sit-Fv thus P,  TRACE
ka-u-pup-is-6-ka kénu ka  mu-seng{
9b-2.0-leave-CAUS-FV-DIR here  PREP 3-village
'"The day on which they sat to cause them [the boys] to leave towards the
village ...' (72006.4)

b. wa-sag-a-tu ka-1-monis-6 lugo
25G-abandon:PLUR-FV.IMP-INS  9b-REFL-show:CAUS-FV  9.middle
ka-6a-b6engéni béyd
GEN-2-other person like that
'Stop showing off among other people.' (72006.1)

Infinitives, like other verb forms, have a specific TAM tone melody: a H tone on
the final vowel. An Infinitive is the main verb in Progressive aspect, see 7.7.5.

Infinitives cannot be inflected for negation.

In the remainder of this section the following uses of constructions containing an
Infinitive or Infinitival clause are presented:

a. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as complement

b. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as adjunct

c. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as subsequent event or series of tasks

d. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as comparison

a. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as complement
Infinitives may be used as objects of verbs expressing a modal or aspectual
meaning. The subject of the main verb typically has the same referent as the

subject of the Infinitive.

(8.251) @-kib-i-gu ka-digy-a
3SG-NEG:know-FV-NEG  9b-say-FV
'He will not know [what] to say.' (72006.1)
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(8.252)

(8.253)

(8.254)

(8.255)

o-ka-pa ka-va
3SG-COND-want:Fv  9b-take:Fv
'If you want to take [i.e. a wife].' (72006.8)

ba-wanza ba-ka-pag-1-gu ka-k3 st-moi-so
2-young person 3PL-NEG-want:PLUR-FV-NEG = 9b-cut-Fv  19-circumcision-19
sd-masibs

19.A8S-"masibu"

"Young boys do not like to circumcise at a "masibu" ceremony.'
(72006.4)

ba-16kG  b6i ba-ky-4 ndt ké-ind-4 ka

2-man  2.DEM.IIT 3pL'-refuse-Fv* P;  9b-go-FV PREP

st-lya-su ka-mu-sikd  ka-a-buli

7-cohabitation-7 GEN-1-girl ~ GEN-1b-demon

'"The men refused to go and live together with the demon's daughter.'
(72006.2)

ba-tG ba-st 66 6i na  bu-kpeki-kpeki koé-do-ki
2-man 2.ASs-all 3pL:be P, with 14-problem 9b-come:FV-DIR
'All people had a problem to come.' (72006.7)

In the following examples, the Infinitive, the main verb, indicates a situation which

is beginning or ending:

(8.256)

(8.257)

ba-pung-a ndt ka-ly-a  tiko
3pL’-start-FV P;  9b-eat-Fv  9.field
'"They started to eat [from] the field.'
(72006.3)

ba-sa ka-in-is-6n-6 kda  ba-sdko
3pL"-abandon:FV 9b-see-CAUS-ASS-FV PREP 2-market
'"They stopped to appear at the market.' (72009.21)

Infinitival clauses may also be used after verbs of obligation. The subject has the

same referent as the presupposed subject of the Infinitive.
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(8.258) o-kwonoén-i miki mu-16kG  yi ka-ik-6 na ndabu
33G-should-FV.ANT la.child 1-man 1.DEM.III  9b-be-Fv with 9.house
'It is expected of a boy to have a house.' (72006.8)

(8.259) ka-ib-is-ik-6n-is-6 bé wa miki mu-13ks
9b-know-CAUS-NEUT-ASS-CAUS-FV  COMP 2sG:be la.child 1-man
i, 0-bosil-i ka-pung-a ko6-pik-6  ndabu
1.DEM.III  3sG-need-FV.ANT 9b-start-Fv  9b-build-Fv  9.house
'"To make known that you are a young man, one needs to start to build a
house.' (72006.8)

In the above example, kdpunga képikd ndabu is the complement of obosili and
kopikd ndabu is the complement of the aspectual verb kdpunga 'to start'.

b. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as adjunct
In the following examples, Infinitives and Infinitival clauses are used as adjuncts.

They are used to express a time, a purpose or a reason.

Examples of infinitival clauses with temporal use:

(8.260)a. ndiké ké-bwo, wa-va li-dakt
9.palm-nut pit 9b-grow big:Fv 2sG-take:FV.INST 5-clay pot
"When the palm nuts [have] grown big, take a clay pot.' (72006.6)

b. ka-pup-is-6 nyamd ki mu-sengl, mu-tG wa-st
9b:1.0-leave-CAUS-FV la.animal PREP 3-village I-man 1.Ass-all
ni-n3 dm-n-a, 6-ping-og-o bi-koko16-kokolo
cop-1.DEM.I  38G":1.0-see-Fv  3SG'-harden-PLUR-FV MOD-stiff
"When he dragged the animal to the village, every person who saw
him, grew stift.' (72006.1)

c. ka-ag-a ma-syé ma-kédé¢ dka Kibi 4-lik-a
9b-leave-Fv 6-day 6.ADJ-small cT  "Kibi" 3sG’-trap-Fv
mandé ka-Dingopoy6
9.trail  GEN-"Dingopoyo"
'A FEW DAYS later, Kibi trapped Dingopoyo's trail.' (72006.1)
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Examples of infinitival clauses used to express a purpose:

(8.261)a.

ag-a ndv ké-‘6tky-4  ngdmd

3sG"leave-Fv P, 9b:1.0-say-Fv la.chief

'He left to tell the chief.' (72006.3)

tdg-a, nind-{ kd-n-&a no miso
IpL:leave-FV  1SG:go-FV.SUBJ 9b-see-FV with 6:eye

'Let us leave, so that I go to see it with my eyes.' (72006.3)
ba-‘tik-a i-ngbo ka-kpd  mboku
3pL":1.0-send-Fv" lc-aardvark 9b-dig:Fv 9.grave

'Aardvark was sent to dig a grave.' (72006.3)

Example of an infinitival clause used to express a reason:

(8.262)

gbuké a-pikit-a ndt y{ kd& ma-biso

larat  3sG’run-Fv* P;  1.PRO PREP 6-hole

ka-u-bang-a  ba-ddkt no suni

9b-2.0-fear-Fv  2-s.0. of same age:3SG.POSS with 9.shame

'Rat fled into holes out of fear for the other animals and out of shame.'
(T2006.3)

c. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as subsequent event or series of tasks

Infinitives

and Infinitival clauses may be used to indicate a subsequent event. They

are also used in a series of tasks. In the case of a subsequent event, the first verb

usually has the Inchoative aspect and the second verb has the Infinitive form.

Examples
(8.263)a.

of an infinitival clause following a verb with the Inchoative aspect:
ta-na-y16-a be-ngbongbd na ka-dikit-ag-a kGgokis
1PL-INCH-tear up-FV  2+9:9a-banana  and 9b-throw-PLUR-FV right there

trunk

'We are about to tear up banana tree trunks and throw [the pieces]
there.' (72006.5)
kan{ a-n6-dw-0 dma ka-kpakyén-a
when 3SG-INCH-move-FV  or 9b-walk-Fv
'When he is about to move or walk. (72006.2)
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Infinitival clauses to express subsequent events or occurring in a series of tasks:
(8.264) b4 ‘*ka-ind-4  ka-*mws
3pL:be  9b-go-Fv  9b:1.0-kill:Fv
'They are going to kill him.' (72009.21)

(8.265) li-gubd ik-og-o kéwd ndv ka-lik-a  ba-kpaka,
S-work  3SG:be-PLUR-FV thus P,  9b-trap-FV 2+ 9-trap
ké-lub-6 ma-sitkiddngi na  mo-gubé ma-gogo
9b-plunge-Fv  6-fish hook with  6-work 6.ass-other
'The work was thus setting traps, fishing and other tasks.' (72006.4)

(8.266) yigygyilya ya-ku-kaka-ku: yambambd, ko6-6ing-6
9a:practice  9.ASs-15-housekeeping-15 9a:cooking  9b-cut-Fv
misa ka-kpa Pa, ka-sukGs-4 ma-kpumoka
9.firewood 9b-sweep:FV 9.area 9b-wash-FvV  6-thing
'Practices of housekeeping: cooking, cleaving firewood [with an axe],
sweeping the yard, doing the dishes.' (72006.9)

(8.267) mo-gubd dididi  abé ka-sukGs-a bo-tu, ka-U-sukis-a
6-work different like 9b-wash-Fv 24 9-clothes 9b-2.0-wash-Fv
ba-sant, ka-i-sukis-ag-a
2-plate  9b-REFL-wash-PLUR-FV
'Different jobs, like washing clothes, doing the dishes, washing
ourselves.' (72006.5)

The second Infinitive in the last example has an object prefix because its object

belongs to class 2 (see 8.2.5).

d. Infinitive or Infinitival clause as comparison
Infinitives and Infinitival clauses are used in comparisons (see 8.7), when
dissimilarity with respect to the point of comparison is expressed. Part of (8.216a)
is repeated here:
(8.268) & ndt wa-nza ka-u-kitag-a  ba-sikd ba-st
3sGibe P;  l.Ass-good 9b-2.0-pass-Fv 2-girl 2.ASs-all
'She was more beautiful than all the girls.'



