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6 Pronominal Forms, Invariables and Expressions

6.1 Pronominal substitutives and demonstratives

Liko has several agreement systems. Nouns take noun-class prefixes. Adjectives,
nominal modifiers and numerals take prefixes which agree with the noun they
modify. Noun-class, adjectival, associative and numeral agreement is described in
Chapter 5. Quantifiers and quantifying expressions use various agreements and are
described in 5.4.5. Verbal agreement will be presented in 7.4, 7.5 and 8.2.5. Liko
has two other agreement systems, in pronominal substitutives and in

demonstratives.

6.1.1 Pronominal substitutives and participant pronouns

Pronominal substitutives in Liko translate as pronouns. They replace a noun or
noun phrase and they have a form which agrees with the noun class of the noun
they refer to. The structure of the substitutives is 1- followed by the consonant of
the pronominal prefix and the stem of the substitutive. The class 15 substitutive
takes the pronominal prefix kG-, not only the consonant. The stem in classes 3 and
higher is -i. The substitutive of classes 1 and 2 is different in that only the initial 1-
corresponds with the other classes. The forms attested are presented in the
following table. The third column presents the underlying form. In this book, the

underlying structure of the substitutives is not represented in the glosses.

Table 20 Pronominal substitutives

Class Substitutive

1 wyl h=yt/

2 163 1-66/

3 imd /t=-m-u/

5 ila N-1-a/

6 ima -m-1/

7 isa Nt-s-0/

8 ibu /-6-0/

9 iya N=y-u/
2+9 iboyu /t-ba-y-tu/
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Class Substitutive
13 ita N-t-0/
14 iba -6-u/
15 ikwi N-kG-4/
1 7 _268 _
19 ist Nt-s-0/

Table 21 Participant pronouns

Singular Plural
1SG umnt 1PL ibusu
2SG we 2PL  ibunu

The stem of substitutives of classes 1 and 2 and singular participant pronouns is
underlyingly [ — ATR]. The stem of other substitutives and plural participant
pronouns is [+ ATR].

The class 1 and 2 substitutives refer to participants introduced earlier in a text, in
(6.1a) to someone who stole food and in (6.1b) to people who had been talking:
(6.1)a. ba-mw) i
3pL”1.0-kill:Fv  1.PRO
'They killed him.' (72006.2)
b. 66 ba-st 66-misik-6n-6g-i-ni
2.PRO 2.ASs-all 3PL-disperse:NEUT-ASS-PLUR-FV.ANT-PFV
'They have all dispersed.' (72006.1)

Subjects, as in (6.2), and objects, as in (7.16), can be emphasized with a
substitutive, in which case the substitutive follows the verb, e.g.:
(6.2)a. mu-16ké 4a-dak-a kdwa 1wyl  ko-go
1-man 3sG"-climb-Fv* thus  1.PRO 17-top
'The man (emphasized) climbed to the top.' (72006.10)
b. mu-baswinzi 0@-ks-tik-ag-1-gG ndt 1y{ bo-mikak{
1-cockroach 3SG-NEG:2.0-send-PLUR-FV-NEG P;  1.PRO 2-child:3SG.POSS

268 No substitutive for class 17 nouns has been found in texts or using elicitation.
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bi-gala-gala kG kda méne déku
MOD-fast there PREP la.blood brother la.s.o. of same age:3SG.POSS
'Cockroach (emphasized) could not quickly send his children to his
blood-brother.' (72007.8)
The substitutive referring to the subject occurs preceding the object as shown in (b)
and it does not affect agreement between the object prefix in the verb form and the
object.
In examples below, isti '19.prO' refers to st-mdi-so '19-circumcision-19', iyt '9.pr0'
refers to bUbunza '9.rotton mushroom' and 6oyd 2 + 9.pro' refers to bo-td '2 +9-

clothes'; in the last two examples, the object is referred to.

(6.3) kinili st-mii-so si-dingi  @-ké-gu bata.
that is why 19-circumcision-19 19.ADJ-big 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG again
ni-sd sa-mastbs o-ké-gu ist na  B3pé
CcopP-19.DEM.I  19.ASS-"mastbu" 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG 19.PRO with 2:taboo
'That is why the big circumcision no longer exists. That one of "masibu"
(emphasized) does not have taboos.' (72006.4)

(6.4) sukopi no gbuké b6¢ {nd-{
la.leopard and 9.rat COMP  3SG:g0-FV.SUBJ
ka-kis-a btbunza, o-kig-o-ku na iyd,
9b-search-Fv  9.rotten mushroom 3SG-COND:return-FV-DIR with 9.PRO
'Leopard [said] to rat that he should go to find rotten mushrooms, [and] if
he returns with them, ..." (72006.3)

(6.5) ngadma, ma-ka-mwj Ik66d, mo-do-ki ké-*pa
la.chief 2pPL-COND:1.0-kill:Fv "Ikobu" 2PL-come:FV-DIR 9b:1SG.O-give:Fv
bo-ti kak{, né-pup-i na boyu kt-nzi
2+9-clothes 3SG.POSS 1sG-leave-Fv.SUBJ with 2+9.PRO 17-outside
'Chief, if you (pl) kill Ikobu, you (pl) come to give me his clothes, so that I
go outside with them.' (72009.21)

The initial vowel of pronominal substitutives can be left unpronounced. Following

na 'and, with', the initial vowel of the substitutive is often elided and the vowel of
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na assimilates to the [+ ATR] value of the substitutive, e.g. nabs in (6.6a) (<na
16G), noyt in (6.6b) (<na iyil) and nomi in (6.8) (<na imi):

(6.6) bag-a nabo ka gbundé
3pL":leave-FV with:2.PRO  PREP 9.forest
'"They went with them to the forest.' (72006.4)
b. ba-samba ba-va i-titi, 66-do-ku noyu

2-circumcisor 3pL’-take:Fv 9a-anthill 3PL’-come-FV-DIR with:9.PRO
'The circumcisors took an anthill, they came with it towards [you].'
(T2006.4)

Pronominal substitutives are attested without the initial vowel in other
environments as well, e.g. st in (6.7a), 66 in (6.7b) and yd in (6.7¢):

(6.7)a. st-mii-so sa-mastbs o-ké-gu st na
19-circumcision-19  19.Ass-"mastbu" 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG 19.PRO  with
mo-kingéni mu-dingi
6-request 6.ADJ-big
'The circumcison of "masibu" (emphasized) is not one with many
demands.' (72006.4)

b. to-k6-gy-1  li-gubé iba ba-mbanzG ba-gy-ag-a 66
1PL-COND-do- 5-work it means 2-person 3PL-dO-PLUR-FV  2.PRO
FV.NEG that

'If we do not work how would the people (emphasized) live?' (72006.7)
c. kpakd kak{ o-ka-bak-ag-1-go ndt yu yaya
9.trap 3SG.POSS 3SG’-NEG-Sprout-PLUR- P;  9.PRO 9.s.th. worthless
FV-NEG

'His trap (emphasized) will not release in vain.' (72006.1)

The referent of a pronominal substitutive can go back several sentences: nomil

'6.PRO' in the fourth line refers to mo-ling6 '6-o0il' in the first:

(6.8) wokan-a se kiéwa su ya-mo-lingd b6i-duke-duke.
28G:smell-FV.INST thus thus  9.fruit 9.AsS-6-0il MOD-nice smell
nlyd a-dik-a kéwa wo-duk-o ka  li-songd.

when 3SG-cool down-F thus  2SG-pour-FV.INST PREP 5-container
ta-gy-ag-a kéwa B¢ ki-mbtso wa-yisukusaga
1PL-do-PLUR-FV thus  comP 17-back 17.ASs-9a:washing
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wi-tikil-og-o nomd.

2SG:REFL-cOVer-PLUR-FV.INST ~with:6.PRO

'Smell the fragrance of the oil, a nice smell. When it has cooled
down, pour it into a container. We do thus, after washing ourselves,
cover yourself with it.' (72006.6)

6.1.2 Demonstratives

The Liko language has three types of demonstratives, referred to by the Roman
numerals I, II, III. These three types are presented in the following table. They

follow their referent and agree in noun class with it.

Table 22 Demonstratives

Class DEM.I DEM.II DEM.III
1 n3* md yi
2 60 ba 61
3 mo ma mi
5 Io I i
6 mo ma mi
7 SO st si
8 6o 61 61
9 yo yi yi
249  Bays™™ bayi boyi*"!
13 to tl ti
14 6o ba b1
15 kwo kwl kwi
17 yo yi yi
19 SO st si

2% The tone of class 1 n3 is invariable and different from the other type I demonstratives.

2 The tone of class 2+9 Bays is invariable and different from the other type I
demonstratives.

21! The LH tone of type III demonstrative surfaces as Low on the first part of this complex

prefix and as High on the second.
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The tones in Table 22 represent the underlying tone of demonstratives; no tone
mark indicates that the demonstrative is not specified for tone. Underlying and

surface tone will be addressed below.

Noun subclasses take the same agreement as their main class; for examples, see
5.1.1. Demonstratives of types I and II are [ - ATR] and do not harmonize with a
[+ATR] value of a preceding word. Demonstratives of type III are [ + ATR]. The
surface tone of demonstratives of all types can be Low, High, or a LH tone. Data
will be presented first to determine the underlying tone and the ways in which tone

surfaces. The semantics and use of the three sets will be described next.

6.1.2.1  Underlying and surface tone
a. Demonstrative of type I (DEM.I)
Consider the surface tone on the demonstrative in (6.9), where the referent has a H,

L.H or H.L tone pattern and is followed by a demonstrative of type I (DEM.I):

(6.9)a. li-ndim6 15 5-birdlime 5.DEM.I 'this birdlime'
amo yj 9.savanne 9.DEM.I 'this savanne'

b. li-kumba 15 5-hoop net 5.DEM.I 'this hoop net'
sembé y3 9.fishing fence 9.0EM.I 'this fishing fence'

c. li-ngwélu lo  5-tree 5.DEM.I 'this tree, sp.'
ngaga yo 9.chin 9.DEM.I 'this chin'

The surface tone on the demonstrative is High in (a, b) and Low in (c).

If the underlying tone of the demonstrative were High, there would be no
phonological reason why it is Low following a H.L pattern as in (6.9c). There are
dozens of trisyllabic nouns with a H.L.H pattern,?’? and thus Liko does not have a
constraint on a sequence of H.L.H which would prevent the demonstrative from
surfacing with a H tone in (6.9c). The other possibility for lowering a putative H
tone, is deleting a H tone in the context of a preceding Low, but this is not attested
elsewhere in the language. Thus, the underlying tone of the type I demonstrative

cannot be High.

22 For example, mu-basinz{ '1-cockroach', li-gskil4 '5.forked pole' and k6lobt '9.disease'.
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When nouns with a noun-class enclitic with a surface L tone are followed by a

demonstrative of this type, the surface tone on the demonstrative is also Low:

(6.10)a. 1-sdsd-su so 19-feather-19 19.0EM.I  'this feather'
(s)1-bukds-so so 19-shrub-19 19.0EM.I  'this shrub, drug'

b. tata-tu to 13.feather-13 13.pEM.I 'these feathers'
bukd-to to 13.shrub-13 13.pEM.I  'these shrubs, drugs'

c. ku-ba*nga-ku kwo 15-fear-15 15.DEM.I 'this fear'

ku-pasi-ko kwo 15-peeling-15 15.0EM.I 'this peeling'
In the following examples, an adjective or a modifier occurs between the head
noun and the demonstrative. These data show that the surface tone of the

demonstrative is identical to its preceding tone.

(6.11)a. li-ndim¢ li-kéd€ 15 5-birdlime 5.ADs-small 5.0EM.I 'this little birdlime'

umé yi-kadu ys 9.savanne 9.ADJ-short 9.DEM.I  'this short savanne'
b. li-ndim¢ la-nye 1o 5-birdlime 5.ADJ-bad 5.0EM.I  'this bad birdlime'
umé ya-de yo 9.savanne 9.ADJ-wet 9.DEM.I  'this wet savanne'

If type I demonstratives are assumed to be underlyingly toneless, then H-tone
spreading (see 4.6.1) to the TBU of the demonstrative causes the surface H tone in
(6.9a, b) and in (6.11a). Surface L tone in (6.9¢), (6.10) and in (6.11b) is the

realization of the default L tone for remaining toneless syllables.

There is one case of unexpected surface tone realizations: type I demonstratives
with a surface H tone following a L tone. Nouns with a L tone pattern are
relatively rare, see 4.4.1. Remarkably, the surface tone on a following type I
demonstrative is not Low, but High:*”
(6.12) li-nungu 15 5-termite hill 5.0EM.I 'this termite hill'
kpozyo y5  9.plant 9.DEM.I 'this plant, sp.'

Realization of the opposite tone of the tone preceding the demonstrative also

273 This is also observed in the case of noun-class enclitics, see Table 15 in 5.1.2.
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happens when the type I demonstrative is preceded by a modifier with at least two
TBUs with a L tone:
(6.13) li-ndimé la-wese 15 5-birdlime 5.ADJ-soft 5.DEM.I 'this soft birdlime'
umo ya-wese y) 9.savanne 9.ADJ-soft 9.DEM.I  'this fragile savanne'
It appears that the surface tone of a type I demonstrative is identical to the
preceding tone, unless the preceding morpheme only has L tones. The

demonstrative surfaces with a H tone in that case.

The tone of class 1 affixes is sometimes different from other classes, e.g. the
associative prefixes (see Table 13 in 5.1.1). Demonstratives of type I, which agree
with class 1 nouns and subclasses of class 1, surface with a LH tone regardless of
the tone pattern of the preceding noun. Examples include:

(6.14)a. mu-ké n3 I-woman 1.DEM.I 'this woman'

nékoko nd la.instrument 1.DEM.I 'this musical instrument'

b. mu-buyG n3 1-caterpillar 1.DEM.I  'this caterpillar, sp.'
na-gbali nd  na:1-frog 1.DEM.I 'this frog, sp.'

c. mu-pdstnd  1-larva 1.DEM.I 'this larva, sp.'
kp3lo n3 la.side 1.DEM.I 'this side’'

d. mu-nzeki nd  1-termite 1.DEM.I 'this termite, sp.'
dinga nd la.period 1.DEM.I 'this period'

With respect to the complex class 2 +9 demonstrative bay3, the first part is the
class 2 (nominal) prefix with a L tone and the second part is the class 9

demonstrative with invariably a H tone:

(6.15)a. bo-umo bayd 2 +9-savanne 2+ 9.DEM.I 'these savannes'

b. ba-sembé bays 2+ 9-fishing fence 2+9.DEM.I 'these fishing fences'
c. ba-ngaga bays 2+ 9-chin 2+9.DEM.I 'these chins, sp.'

d. ba-kpozyo bays 2+ 9-plant 2 +9.DEM.I 'these plants, sp.'

The H tone of the class 2 +9 demonstrative is realized at a lower pitch level than a

preceding H tone, due to automatic downstep.

b. Demonstrative of type II (DEM.II)
The demonstratives of type II (DEM.II) have an underlying L tone, which surfaces
as a L tone regardless of whether the preceding noun has a H, L.H, H.L or L tone

pattern. I use the same nouns as in (6.9) and (6.12):
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(6.16)a.

li-ndimé It 5-birdlime 5.DEM.II

umo yi 9.savanne 9.DEM.II
li-kumb4a It~ 5-hoop net 5.DEM.II
sembé y1 9.fishing fence 9.DEM.II

li-ngwalu v 5-tree 5.DEM.II

ngaga yt 9.chin 9.DEM.II
li-nungu It 5-termite hill 5.DEM.IT
kpozyo yv  9.plant 9.DEM.II
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'this birdlime'
'this savanne'

'this hoop net'
'this fishing fence'
'this tree, sp.'

'this chin'

'this termite hill'

'this plant, sp.'

The surface tone of demonstratives of type II is also Low when the referent noun

belongs to other noun classes, as in the following three sets.

Examples of DEM.II with nouns of class 1:

(6.17)a.

mu-ké mu 1-woman 1.DEM.II

nékokd mu la.instrument 1.DEM.II
mu-buyé mu  1-caterpillar 1.DEM.II
na-gbali mu  na:1-frog 1.DEM.IT
mu-pdst mu 1-larva 1.DEM.II
kpdlo mu la.side 1.DEM.II
mu-nzekt my  1-termite 1.DEM.II

dinga mu la.period 1.DEM.II

'this woman'

'this musical instrument'
'this caterpillar, sp.'
'this frog, sp.'

'this larva, sp.'

'this side’'

'this termite, sp.'

'this period'

Examples of DEM.II following noun-class enclitics:

(6.18)a.

1-S4s4-su St
(s)1-buki-so st
tatd-tu t

bukd-to t
ku-ba‘nga-ku kwt

ku-pasi-ko kwt

Examples of DEM.II with nouns of class 2 +9:

(6.19)a.
b.
C.

d.

6o-imo bayt
ba-sembé bayt

ba-ngiga bayt

ba-kpozyo bayt 2+ 9-plant 2+ 9.DEM.IT

19-feather-19 19.DEM.II
19-shrub-19 19.DEM.II
13-feather-13 13.DEM.II
13-shrub-13 13.DEM.II
15-fear-15 15.DEM.II
15-peeling-15 15.DEM.II

2+ 9-savanne 2+ 9.DEM.II
2 +9-fishing fence 2 +9.DEM.II
2+ 9-chin 2+ 9.DEM.II

'this feather'

'this shrub, drug'
'these feathers'
'these shrubs, drugs'
'this fear'

'this peeling'

'these savannes'
'these fishing fences'
'these chins, sp.'

'these plants, sp.'
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c. Demonstrative of type III (DEM.III)
The examples below show that demonstratives of type III (DEM.III) have a LH tone

if the preceding noun has a final H tone and a H tone if it has a final L tone:

(6.20)a. li-ndimé Ii  5-birdlime 5.DEM.III 'this birdlime'
umo yi 9.savanne 9.DEM.III 'this savanne'

b. li-kumb4a i 5-hoop net 5.DEM.III 'this hoop net'
sembé yi 9.fishing fence 9.0EM.III 'this fishing fence'

c. li-ngwalu li  5-tree 5.DEM.III 'this tree, sp.'
ngaga yi 9.chin 9.DEM.III 'this chin'

d. li-nungu 1i  5-termite hill 5.0EM.IIT  'this termite hill'
kpozyo yi  9.plant 9.DEM.III 'this plant, sp.'

The surface tone on the demonstrative is a LH tone in (6.20a, b) and a H tone in
(6.20c, d). If, underlyingly, the demonstratives of type III have a combined
LowHigh associated with one TBU, then the surface tones are explained by the
merger of one of the parts of the LH to an identical neighbouring tone (see 4.6.2).

More examples which support this analysis are given below.

Examples of DEM.III with nouns of class 1:
(6.21)a. mu-ké yi 1-woman 1.DEM.III 'this woman'

nék6ké yi  la.instrument 1.DEM.IIT 'this musical instrument'

b. mu-buyG yi  1-caterpillar 1.DEM.III  'this caterpillar, sp.'
na-gbal{ yi = na:1-frog 1.DEM.III 'this frog, sp.'

c. mu-pdst yi  1-larva 1.pDEM.III 'this larva, sp.'
kpslo yi la.side 1.DEM.III 'this side’'

d. mu-nzekt yi 1-termite 1.DEM.III 'this termite, sp.'
dinga yi la.period 1.DEM.III 'this period'

The demonstrative surfaces with a LH tone if the preceding TBU has a H tone and

it surfaces with a H tone if the preceding TBU has a L tone.

Examples of DEM.III following noun-class enclitics:

(6.22)a. 1-sasa-su si 19-feather-19 19.pEM.IIT  'this feather'
(s)1-buks-so si 19-shrub-19 19.0EM.IIT  'this shrub, drug'
b. tata-to ti 13-feather-13 13.DEM.III  'these feathers'

buks-to ti 13-shrub-13 13.0EM.III  'these shrubs, drugs'
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c. ku-ba*nga-kuv kwi 15-fear-15 15.DEM.III 'this fear'
ku-pasi-ko kwi 15-peeling-15 15.pEM.III  'this peeling'

In the examples below, the type Il demonstrative is followed by the copula with a
H tone™ plus another demonstrative (DEM.IT). When the preceding noun ends with
a H tone as in (6.23), the High part of the LH tone on the DEM.III merges with the

following H tone.

In the first set, the DEM.III follows a noun with High surface tone on the final TBU:
(6.23)a.  ba-né-koko bi ni-ba 'these musical instruments here'
2-na:1-musical instrument 2.DEM.IIT cOP-2.DEM.II
b. li-ndimé 1i ni-It 'this birdlime here'
5-birdlime 5.DEM.III cOP-5.DEM.II
c. sembé yi ni-yt 'this fishing fence here'
9.fishing fence 9.DEM.III cOP-9.DEM.II

The H of the LH tone merges with the H tone on nf as these examples show.

It is interesting to see what happens when both options are open: merger of either
part of the LH tone. The Low part merges with the preceding L tone in this
environment:
(6.24)a. ba-nzekt 61 ni-ba 'these termites, sp. here'
2-termites 2.DEM.III coP-2.DEM.II
b. I-ngwalu Ii ni-I 'this tree, sp. here'
5-tree 5.DEM.III cOP-5.DEML.II
c. ngaga yi ni-yt 'this chin here'
9.chin 9.DEM.III cop-9.DEM.II

Demonstratives of type III which agree with class 2+9 nouns are complex,
consisting of class 2 (nominal) prefix 6a- (which assimilates to the [ + ATR] value

of the demonstrative) and class 9 demonstrative -yi:

27 Motingea, p.c., suggested that this form may be related to stabilizer né (CS 2265). If this
is the case, the copula, ni, can be distinguished from the element preceding demonstrative

forms, nf-, by its tone.
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(6.25)a. Bo-imd boyi*”> 2+ 9-savanne 2+ 9.DEM.III 'these savannes'

b. ba-sembé boyi 2+ 9-fishing fence 2+9.DEM.III 'these fishing fences'
c. ba-ngaga boyi 2+ 9-chin 2+ 9.DEM.III 'these chins, sp.'

d. ba-kpozyo boyi 2+ 9-plant 2+ 9.DEM.III 'these plants, sp.'

It cannot be tested what happens when 2 +9 boyi is followed by the copula,
because this environment does not exist:
(6.26)a. *bo-ti boyi ni-bayt Int. 'these clothes here'
2+ 9-clothes 2 + 9.DEM.III coP-2 + 9.DEM.II

b. bo-ti bi ni-bayt 'these clothes here'
2+9-clothes 2.DEM.IIT coP-2 + 9.DEM.II
Only (b) is grammatical. The High part of the LH tone on class 2 demonstrative 6

is associated with the following H tone on the copula.

6.1.22  Semantics and use
a. Demonstratives of type I and II

Spatial deixis is espressed in Liko by type II demonstratives (proximal) and a
lengthened form of type I demonstratives (distal) in combination with a location
adverb. The proximal type II demonstrative refers to an entity that is near to both
the speaker and the addressee. The type I demonstrative with vowel lengthening
refers to an entity that is distant from both the speaker and the addressee. In their
basic form, type I demonstratives are referential in the sense that they refer to
entities that have been mentioned. Basic type I demonstratives are often used for
text-internal reference or for the activation of a participant in a text. Type III

demonstratives indicate exclusiveness and are not used for deixis.

The following sentences exemplify the use of type Il demonstratives with proximal
use:
(6.27)a. wam-ib-ag-a-tG mu-ké6  (ni-)mu ?
28G:1.0-know-PLUR-FV-INS  1-woman COP-1.DEM.II

'Do you know this woman?'

25 The H tone of class 9 demonstrative surfaces at a lower pitch, due to automatic downstep.
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b.

6G-kog-o bo-miki 6u-dingi k& mu-gi (n{-)ma
3pL:2.0-cut:PLUR-FV 2-child  2.ADJ-big PREP 3-village cCoOP-3.DEM.II

'Many children are usually circumcised in this village.'

témon-6-ni ma-kpumdka (ni-)ma
think-FV.IMP-ADDR  6-thing COP-6.DEM.IL
'"Think about these things!'

In (a), demonstrative type II is used to indicate that the referent, the woman or the

village, is present at the site of the speech act. In (b), the interlocutors are in the

village referred to in the sentence. The things referred to in (c) are physical entities

near to the speaker and the addressee.

In case the referent has been mentioned before, or in case it is not relevant to

indicate whether the referent is present or not, a type I demonstratives is used:

(6.28)a.

wam-ib-ag-a-tG mu-ké6  (ni-)nd?
28G:1.0-know-PLUR-FV-INS  1-woman COP-1.DEM.I

'Do you know this woman?'

6G-kog-0" 6o-miki 6d-dingi k4 mu-gi  (ni-)mj
3pL:2.0-cut:PLUR-FV  2-child  2.ADJ-big PREP 3-village COP-3.DEM.I
'Many children are usually circumcised in this village.'

témon-6-ni ma-kpumgka (ni-)md

think-Fv.IMP-ADDR  6-thing COP-6.DEM.I

'Think about these things!'

In (a) and (b), the speaker nor the hearer needs to be close to the referent. In (c),

the things referred to are non-concrete entities.

Both type I and II can directly follow the noun they modify in isolated noun

phrases as seen in the examples (6.9) to (6.19). In sentences however, these types

of demonstratives generally occur following the copula. The meaning of a

construction with the copula and a demonstrative of type I or II is the same as a

simple demonstrative.*”’

276 Vowel copy after height coalescence has applied to the sequence of the [—ATR] high

vowel of the -CV- verb and the final vowel -a.

277 As far as can be attested with the available data.

257
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Compare the demonstratives at the end of the sentences below”” to see the

importance of the fact that the referent is present when a type Il demonstrative is
used. (6.29a) has a type I and (6.29b, c) have type I demonstratives. The Liko

consultants I worked with find (6.29b) semantically strange, because it is difficult

to imagine that an animal that has been eaten could be present. When the verb is in

the Future, using the type II demonstrative is no problem, as can be seen in

(6.29¢):
(6.29)a.

wani nd a-‘ly-a ndt nyamd  ni-nd?
lawho 1.DEM.I 3sG":1.0-eat-Fv* P,  la.animal cOP-1.DEM.I
'Who ate this animal?'

?wani{ nd a-‘ly-a ndt nyamd ni-mu?
lawho 1.DEM.I 3sG":1.0-eat-FV* P,  la.animal cop-1.DEM.II
Int "Who ate this animal (present)?'

wani nd a-ly-a nyamd  ni-mu?

lawho 1.DEM.I 3sG:1.0-eat-Fv ~ la.animal COP-1.DEM.II

"'Who will eat this animal (present)?'

To express degrees of physical remoteness of the referent, the language uses a type

I demonstrative with a lengthened vowel and the location adverb ko 'there':

(6.30)a.

1i66 (ni-)15

S.water COP-5.DEM.I
'"This/that river'

1i66 ni-150

S.water COP-5.DEM.I

'That river over there'
1i66 ni-13 kG
S.water COP-5.DEM.I there
'That river over there'
1i66 ni-150 kéu
S.water COP-5.DEM.I there

'That river far away'

In (a), the river referred to has been mentioned before and is either near or farther

away. In (b) and (c), the river is at a distance for both the speaker and the hearer.

28 The first demonstrative in these sentences, n3, follows question word wanf.
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In (d), with both the demonstrative and the location adverb having a lengthened

vowel, the river is far from both the speaker and the hearer.

The connecting clitic -né is often present, but not obligatory, when a type 11
demonstrative does not occur at the end of a clause. This can be seen in the
following examples. A type II demonstrative is followed by the main verb in
(6.31a) and by an adjective in (6.31b):
(6.31)a. gbuké ni-mu-nad ag-a ndt ka-*biky-4 ngama
9.rat cop-1.DEM.II-CONN  3sG":leave-Fv P,  9b:1.0-say-Fv la.chief
'Rat (here present) left to tell the chief.' (72006.3)
b. 64a-ko mu-palé  ni-ma-n m4-nda?”
3pLf-cut:Fv  3-barrier”™ cop-3.DEM.II-CONN  3.Ass-long
They cut this long barrier (here present).' (72009.21)

Another example, with class 5.DEM.II ni-lt, shows the absence and presence of na,
depending on the position of type II demonstrative:
(6.32)a. wyi nd mbikwa  li-sim6 li ni-l
1.PRO 1.DEM.I la.owner S-inheritance S5.DEM.III COP-5.DEM.II

'He is the owner of this inheritance (exclusive).'

b. a-tw-a li-zuni li ni-li-nd ké  bulyd
3sG"-speak-Fv" 5-proverb 5.DEM.I COP-5.DEM.II-CONN PREP 9.reason
ka-b6o-miki
GEN-2-child

'He spoke this proverb (exclusive) for his children.'

Independent use of type I demonstratives is possible when the referent does not
occur within the sentence. Examples of independent use of demonstrative type I,
with (6.33b, c¢) and without (6.33a) the copula are:
(6.33)a. 6-bis-o 6o-kpokuku boyi kd nddbu ka-bo-biko,
3sG™-put-Fv 2 +9-cooking pot 2+9.DEM.III PREP 9.house GEN-2-visitor

2 With -nd3 'long', an adjective prefix instead of an associative prefix is expected (see
5.2.1).

280 I .e. a barrier in the forest with passage ways where traps are installed.
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kyé nd @-kib-6, ba-mw3d wi  bégeyd
because 1.DEM.I 3SG-COND:steal-Fv  3pL:1.0-kill:Fv 1.PRO likewise
'He put these cooking pots (emphasized) in the guesthouse, so that if
someone steals, they will kill him (emphasized) likewise.' (72006.2)
b. -k plye ? ni-65 bo-tighd 64-na-bum-an-ag-a
9a-what thus copr-2.dem.I 2-strong man 3pl-INCH-fight-ASS-PLUR-FV
na ba-16ké ba-dabu
with  2-man 2-s.0. of same age:3PL.POSS
'What happened? Those who are strong men started to fight with men of
their age.' (72006.2)
c. a ndt ni-sd ba-lik-y-ag-a ndt 6¢
3sG:be P;  coP-7.DEM.I 3pL’-call-APPL-PLUR-FV P;  COMP
St-mGi-s0 si-dingi
19-circumcision-19  19.ADJ-big
'"There was that one which they called big circumcision.' (72006.4)
In (a), n3 refers to a man without the referent noun being present, in (b), ni-65
refers to a group of men (6o-tligbd '2-strong man' is not the referent, because it
follows the demonstrative) and in (c), n{-s§ refers to a circumcision ritual, but the

referent noun is absent.

Type I and II demonstratives are used as relative pronouns. Relative clauses are
described in 8.4.

b. Demonstratives of type III

I now turn to demonstratives of type III. Demonstratives of type III indicate
exclusiveness of the referent, i.e. this entity and not another one. Type III
demonstratives are optionally combined with type I or II in the order

noun + DEM.IIT + DEM.I/DEM.II. Type Il demonstratives are exemplified in the
following three sets, the first one has DEM.III only, the second has a combination of
DEM.III and DEM.I, while the third set has a sequence of DEM.III and DEM.II.

Type 111 demonstratives:
(6.34)a. sU yi wnd-a byl
9.smell 9.DEM.III 3sG:go-Fv far
'This smell (exclusive) goes far.' (72006.6)
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b. to-bungusy-o goni lita 16-6uku 61
1pL -arrange-Fv also  5:fireplace 5.Ass-14.fire 14.DEM.IIT
'We also arranged a fireplace for this fire (exclusive).' (72006.5)

The smell in (a) is the smell of roasted palm nut in a process of producing black
palm-nut body oil. The fire in (b) is a well-built fire with a lot of firewood; a good
fire is crucial in making a traditional soap bar.

Type III followed by type I demonstratives:

(6.35)a. mu-stkd yi ni-n3*' 6-6in-4 ndt
1-girl I.DEM.III cop-1.DEM.I  3sG’-dance-FV Py
'That girl (exclusive) danced.'

b. mo-lingéd mi ni-md a-mwdg-o-tG gonl pandd  kda  nzdyr
6-oil 6.DEM.IIT  cop- 3sG/pL-kill:  also  9.scabies PREP 9.body

6.DEM.I PLUR-FV-INS
'This oil (exclusive) also kills scabies on the body.' (72006.6)

c. wa-ka-va mu-k6, wa-mak-y-4 k& ndabu yi ni-yd
28G-COND- 1-woman 28G:1.0-put  PREP 9.house 9.DEM.III COP-9.DEM.I
take:Fv in-APPL-FV
'If you marry a woman, you will put her in that house (exclusive).'
(72006.8)

d. a-pag-a ndt bo-dongbu b6i ni-bayd baya-kpukpu
3sG"-give-Fv Py  2+49-piece  2.DEM.III CcOP-2+9.DEM.I 2+ 9.ASs-big
'He gave those very big pieces.' (fransiated Genesis 4:4)

The house in (c) is the house a young man builds to prove that he has become a
man. A type I or Il demonstrative can be used as a relative pronoun (see 8.4). In
(a), nin3 is interpreted as a relative pronoun when there is a pause between the type
IIT and the type I demonstrative: '"That girl (exclusive), who danced'. This is also
the case in (b) and (d).

Notice how in (6.35d) the type III demonstrative of class 2 is used, between a class
2+9 noun and a type I demonstrative. A class 2+ 9 type III demonstrative is not

acceptable in this context: *6odongbt 6oyi nibays.

21 In constructions with the demonstrative of type III, the copula is obligatory: *mustkd yi
13 661nd ndr.
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Type III followed by type II demonstratives:
(6.36)a. @-ké-gu na nyamd  ni{-nd ké tutd
3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG with la.animal copP-1.DEM.I PREP 9.forest
yi ni-yt na-ki-‘mw3-gu.
9.DEM.ITII  coP-9.DEM.IT  1SG"-NEG:1.0-kill:FV"-NEG
'"There is no animal which lives in this forest (exclusive) that I did not
kill.' (72006.1)

b. ba-16kG 6a-6a bi ni-ba-na ba-pan-an-ag-a ndv kiGgbe
2-man 2.NUM- 2.DEM.III cop-2.DEM.II- 3PL’-want: P,  very
two CONN ASS-ASS-PLUR-FV

'These two men (exclusive) loved each other very much.' (72009.21)
In (b), nibana is interpreted as a relative pronoun when there is a pause between the
type III and the type II demonstrative: 'These two men (exclusive), who loved each

other very much'.

Type III demonstratives occur in a number of combinations that have become fixed
expressions, e.g. miki muké yi 'girl', 6omiki 6alGks 61 'boys', kiimbiiso yi

'afterwards, later' and ngbing6 yi nin3 'at that time, when'.**?

Demonstratives of type III cannot function as relative pronouns:

(6.37)a. mu-stka yi 6-6in-0
1-girl 1.DEM.IIT  3sG’-dance-Fv
'That girl (exclusive) danced.' / *'The girl who danced.'

b. *a ka-‘ly-a nyamd  yi na-mwi
3sG:be 9b:1.0-eat-Fv la.animal 1.DEM.IIT 1SG:1.0-kill:FV.ANT
Int. 'He is eating this animal (exclusive) which I killed.'

c. *a ka-‘ly-a nyamd  yi na-mwi nd
3sG:be 9b:1.0-cat-Fv la.animal 1.DEM.IIT 1SG:1.0-kill:FV.ANT 1.DEM.I

Int. 'He is eating this animal (exclusive) which I killed.'

22 miki mu-ké yi 'la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III', Bo-miki 6a-16kG Bi '2-child 2-man 2.DEM.IIT,
kd-mbiso yi '17-back 17.DEM.III', ngbingé yi ni-nJ 'at '1a.time 1.DEM.III cop-1.DEM.I".
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6.2 Possessive pronouns and genitival constructions

The genitive prefix ka- occurs in possessive pronouns and in genitival

constructions.

6.2.1 Possessive pronouns

Liko possessive pronouns are presented in the following table:

Table 23 Possessive pronouns

Singular Plural

1sG kam 1pL  kust
2SG kakds 2pL  kunt
38G kaki 3L kabo

Possessive pronouns consist of the genitive prefix ka- and (part of) a participant
pronoun or substitutive, all without initial 1- and with several other differences.”®
The first person singular has a LH tone on the genitive prefix. The second person
singular -G is reminiscent of the oral sonorant /w/ of the participant pronoun and
the third person singular -{ of class 1 substitutive -yi; both have epenthetic /k/. In
the first and second person plural possessive pronouns, V -elision is applied to the

vowel of the genitive prefix in the context of -ust and -un.

Examples include:
(6.38)a. mu-kimbé kakd, wa-maky-a ka nddbu kakos
1-luggage 2SG.POSS  2SG-put in-FV PREP 9.house 2SG.POSS
'"Your belongings, you will store in your house.' (72006.58)
b. a-gbagi n{  sabuni kusui
1b-soap coP la.soap bar 1PL.POSS
'Agbagi is our soap.' (72006.5)

Objects in nature, e.g. rivers or stars, are hardly ever followed by a possessor as for

the Liko people, they cannot be possessed by men. Geographical locations can be

5 In the glosses in this book, possessive pronouns are glossed as a single form, kim

'18G.POSS', etc.
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said to be possessed by a group if the ancestors had lived there. In contrast with
objects in nature, family members and parts of the body are often followed by a
possessive pronoun. The natural way is to include the possessor, ¢.g. bab3 kak{
nimu 'this his/her father' (bab3 kak{ is usually shortened to abdkt) or mG kimi nima
'this my head'. baba nimu, 'this father' or mu ni-ma, 'this head' are not considered as

ungrammatical, but they are considered incomplete.”

6.2.2  Genitival constructions

Genitival constructions consist of a head noun referring to the possessee, the
genitive prefix ka- and a noun referring to the possessor. The latter noun keeps its
noun-class prefix in genitival constructions, which means that the genitive prefix

precedes the noun-class prefix. Possessors are usually human.

The genitive prefix ka- is subject to [ATR] vowel harmony. The prefix vowel
harmonizes with the [ + ATR] value when it occurs within the domain of [ + ATR]
spreading, i.e. immediately preceding a stem associated with the [ + ATR] value
(see 3.2.2.3).

I will first give examples in which the possessor is human:
(6.39)a. ndabu ka-6o-biké
9.house GEN-2-visitor
'house of visitors', i.e. guesthouse
b. st-lya-su ka-mu-sikd  ka-a-buli
7-cohabitation-7 GEN-1-girl =~ GEN-1b-demon
'living together with the demon's daughter'
c. mu-tGu  ka-a-bakt na a-makt
3-advice GEN-1b-father:33G.pOoSs and 1b-mother:3SG.POSS
'advice of her father and her mother'

Examples, in which the possessee is a body part, are:

% The H tone of the LH contour on bab and mi merges with the following High.
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(6.40)a. liso ka-ma‘maku
S:eye GEN-la.mother:2SG.POSS
'the eye of your brother'

b. a-vil-a ndt ku-tili-ko ka-a-16ké  nd
3sG"-touch-Fv P;  15-ear-15 GEN-1b-man 1.DEM.I

'He touched the ear of that man.'

The following examples show that the vowel of the genitive prefix is changed into
[+ATR] /o/ when it occurs adjacent to a [ + ATR] noun stem:
(6.41)a. lino ko-miki 'name of the child'
S:name GEN-la.child
b. bangG  ko-gbungilu 'blood of the billy goat'
9.blood GEN-la.billy goat

Other examples in which the possessor is not human, but an animal, include:

(6.42)a. ma-ki ka-bo-yungui 'eggs of a bird, sp.'

6-egg  GEN-2-bird

md ka-nguya 'head of the pig' i.e. not its own
b. 3.head GEN-la.warthog

In (b), the head is not the pig's head, but, for instance, the head of a snake given to
the pig.

To express that it is the head of pig itself, an associative prefix must be used:

(6.43) mu ma-nguya 'head of the pig' i.e. its own head
3.head 3.Ass-la.warthog

6.3 Invariables

In this section, words which have only one form and neither impose nor undergo
class agreement are described. Invariables include prepositions, question words,
different types of adverbs, ideophones and interjections. Numbers 6, 7, 8, 9 and
higher than 10 are invariable and described together with numerals that take class
agreement (see 5.4.1). Invariable words in comparisons are treated in 8.7.

Conjunctions are presented together with complex sentences in 8.8.
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6.3.1 Prepositions

In Liko, prepositions precede a noun and are the head of a prepositional phrase.
Prepositional phrases are used for direction, location, instruments, etc. The
distribution of prepositional phrases in the clause is described in 8.3.1. The closed
class of prepositions contains three words: ki, a general preposition, na 'with' and
abe 'like'.

k4 is a general preposition which has a range of meanings, depending on the
context: 'to’, 'in', 'at', 'on', 'for', etc. Examples of k4 are:
(6.44)a. ba-sa ka-in-is-6n-6 ka  ba-sdko
3pL"-abandon:Fv  9b-see-CAUS-ASS-FV PREP 2-market
'They stopped to appear at the markets.' (72009.21)

b. ik-og-o0 kéwd ndi ki nddbu akd™ bi-du
3sG:be-PLUR-FV thus P;  PREP 9.house CT MOD-deep
'He stayed deep IN THE HOUSE.' (72009.21)

c. baga ndt na Ikébu ka  nglpa

3pL"go:Fv Py with "Ikobu" PREP 9.hill
'They went with Ikobu to the hill." (72009.21)

'Until' is expressed by ka-dwe ka, 9b-arrive:FV PREP, 'to arrive at', e.g.:
(6.45) ba-gy-a ndt li-gubé ka-dwe ka  bu-gogd
3pL’-do-FV P;  5-work  9b-arrive:Fv PREP 14-sunset
'They worked until sunset.' (72008.8)

na 'with' is used preceding an instrument, a time reference, or a noun used
attributively. In the examples below, na precedes an instrument (6.46a, b), a time

reference (6.46c, d), or a noun used attributively (6.46e, f):

285 The particle 4ka indicates contrast, see 8.6.2. The contrasted phrase is marked with
underlining. In the free translation, it is marked with capitals. The surface tones on 4ka are

H.L when the preceding tone is High, and L.H when the preceding tone is Low.
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(6.46)a.

ba-bum-4 ndt na  be-ngbingili

3pL":1.0-hit-Fv P,  with 2+9:9a-stick

'"They hit him with sticks.' (72009.21)

i-ngbo 6-tindik-o  Li-tdmbG ngangd yi-sdd na  mu-kunds

lc-aardvark 3sG’-push-Fv 5-ground 9.time 9.NUM- with 3-tail
three

'Aardvark pushed the ground three times with [his] tail.'(722006.3)

na bu-sd6r  Kibi ind-a kad-and-4  kpaka

with 14-sunrise "Kibi" 3sG":go-Fv 9b-look-Fv  9.trap

'When the sun came up Kibi went to inspect the trap.' (72006.1)

na bu-gog, ba-maky-a kd  ndébu

with 14-sunset 3pL":1.0-put in-Fv PREP 9.house

'At sunset, they put him in a house.' (72006.2)

mu-16kG na  i-60

1-man with 9a-baldness

'a bald man'

mu-l16kG na  li-buma

1-man with 5-drunkenness

'a drunken man'

Liko does not have a separate verb for 'to have'. Constructions of the verb 'to be'

followed by na 'with' express a quality or 'have', as in:

(6.47)a.

Singi a na  li-buma

"Singi" 3sG:be with 5-drunkenness

'Singi is with drunkenness.', i.e. Singi is drunk

ba-mbanzs 63 na i-mi

2-person 3pL:be  with 9a-jealousy

'"The men are with jealousy., i.e. the men are jealous

Ikobu a ndt na  wayi daku

"Ikobu" 3sG:be P,  with la.friend la.s.o.of same age:3SG.POSS
'Ikobu was with (i.e. had) a friend of his age group.' (72009.21)
na na ba-sikd b6a-6a

IsG:be with 2-girl 2.NUM-two

'l am with (i.e. have) two girls.'
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The vowel of the general preposition ka and the vowel of na 'with' are changed into
[+ATR] /o/ preceding nouns without a noun-class prefix, and preceding disyllabic
nouns in which the prefix vowel has been subject to V,-elision or height
coalescence. This is remarkable, because the left boundary of the domain of

[+ ATR] spreading is the beginning of the word or the prefix adjacent to the root
(see 3.2.2.3). Apparently, in these contexts, the preposition is treated in the same
way as associative prefixes and the genitive prefix (see 5.3 and 6.2.2), i.e. included

in the domain of [ + ATR] spreading.

Examples of [+ ATR] spreading to the general preposition ka:

(6.48)a. mé-ngéni  {nd-ag-a kéwa ndt k6 gi-yo
6-news 3SG/PL":g0-PLUR-FV thus P,  PREP 9.village-9
'The news went to the villages.' (72006.2)

b. S3du  6-lind-o k6  1ib6

"Sodu" 3sG’-sink-Fv PREP 5:water
'Sodu dived into the river.' (72006.2)
c. bu-nzd  o-ké-gu ké  tiko
14-beauty 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG PREP 9.field
'‘Beauty is not on the field', i.e. there is nothing left (72006.3)

The vowel of the preposition does not assimilate to the [ + ATR] value of the noun
when it precedes a noun-class prefix. This is expected, because there is already a
prefix in the [ + ATR] domain. For example, k4 mu-gi, PREP 3-village, 'to a village',
ka bo-tiko, PREP 2-field, 'to the fields' or ké li-gubd, PREP 5-work, 'to the work'.

Examples of [+ ATR] spreading to preposition na 'with'":

(6.49)a. no  biti, kan{ b6a-mbanzié 606-161-6n-i-nf
with 9.darkness when 2-person 3pL-sleep-ASS-FV.ANT-PFV
'During the night, when the men had fallen asleep.' (T2006.2)
b. i-wili a no 1i66 la-kpu

9a-area 3sG:be with 5:water 5.ASs-big
"The region had a lot of water.'
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C.

taga, nind-1** ki-in-4 no  miso
1pL:leave:FV  1SG:go-FV.SUBJ 9b-see-FV with 6:eye

'Let us leave, so that I go to see it with my eyes.' (72006.3)

The vowel of the preposition does not assimilate to the [ + ATR] value of the noun,

when it precedes a sequence of a segmental noun-class prefix and a consonant-

initial noun, e.g. na li-bi, with 5-group, 'with a group', na li-gubd, with 5-work,
'with work' or na 60-mbti, with 2-bird, 'with the birds'.

abg 'like' is used to express that an entity is comparable to another one, as in (6.50).
p y P

For other examples of 8bg, see 8.7.

(6.50)a.

ba-kong-ag-a ndt ma-kpumgka abé nyamd, si-kpi-so
3pL"-demand-PLUR-FV P,  6-thing like la.animal 19-hat-19
'"They demanded things like an animal, a hat.' (72006.4)

o-ké-gs  ndit ka-pa®™ 66  6-kw-i kiowa 4bE mu-kdt
3SG-NEG: P;  9b-want:Fv CcoMmP 3SG-die- thus  like 1-ant
be:FV-NEG FV.SUBIJ

'He did not want that he would die like an ant.' (72009.21)

6.3.2  Question words

The invariable question words are:

(6.51)

66ni "how'
kékt 'why'
Iiki ‘'how'

yam 'where'

tind 'which'

One example for each question word is presented here:

2% The Subjunctive TAM melody is prefixal and final-vowel High. It is unclear to me why

the tone on the final vowel is Low in this case.

7 The H tone of the LH contour on kdp3 merges with the following High.
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(6.52)a. miki mu-ké6  yi wa-nza ik-og-o 60ni ?
la.child 1-woman 1.DEM.III 1.ASS-good 3SG:be-PLUR-FV how
'How behaves a good girl?'

b. wa-ky-a mbéyl ndit ka-bis-6 mu-tighd  kéki?
2sG"-refuse-FV*  first P;  9b-put-Fv I-strong man why
'Why did you at first refuse to put a strong man?' (72009.11)

c. 0-kik-6 mbéyt 1we, ta-kwanan-a  ka-u-gbon-6s-6 Iiki{?
3SG-COND:be-FV  first 2SG.PRO  1PL-should-FV 9b-2.0-reduce: ~ how

ASS-CAUS-FV

'According to you, how should we divide them?' (72009.9)

d. ba-lumé  ba-pény-a ndt 166  yan ?
2:1b-army 3pL’-come-FV’ P;  2.PRO where
'Where did the armies (emphasized) come from?'

e. ta-ly-4 ma-lill ki ndabu tind?
1pL-eat-FV  6-food PREP 9.house which

'In which house will we eat the meal?'

Two of the question words are nouns, want 'la.who' for animates and 1-k{ '9a-what'
for inanimates. This can be seen from the agreement on the demonstrative, nJ in
wanf n3 (agreement with class 1) and y3 in k{ y5 (agreement with class 9). These
question words also have plural forms, i.e. class 2 ba-wani and class 2 +9:9a be-k{
(/ba-1-ki/). In order to present the question words together in one section, these
nouns are exemplified here as well, even though they are not invariable but agree

in number.

(6.53) wani nd ind-{ ka  Beveguku ?
la.who 1.DEM.I 3SG:go-FV.ANT PREP Beveguku
'Who went to Beveguku?'

In the following two examples, want takes the class 2 prefix 6a-, which agrees with
a plural referent:
(6.54)a. ba-wan{ 65 6a-vikuman-ag-a na 1yi?
2-who 2.DEM.I 3PL"-surpass-PLUR-FV with 1.PRO
'Who will revolt against him?' (translated Hebrews 3:16)



Pronominal Forms, Invariables and Expressions 271

b. ba-wani 65 ma na 166 637
2-who 2.0EM.I 2pL:be with 2.PRO 2.DEM.I
'Who do you (pl) have with them?' (translated Genesis 33:5)
-kt '9a-what' is used as question word for inanimate referents, for example:
(6.55) ki \p) a ka  ma-pala ?
9a-what 9.DEM.I 3sG:be PREP 6-wooden roofing tile

'What is on the wooden roofing tiles?'

In the following example, 1-ki takes the class 2 prefix b6a-, which agrees with a
plural referent:
(6.56) na-kwanan-a piye ka-u-kingy-6s-6 ba-tG  ba-li-syé
18G-should-Fv thus 9b-2.0-taste-CAUS-FV 2-man 2.ASS-5-day
li ni-lt na  be-ki?
2.pEM.IT cop-2.DEM.IT with 2+ 9:9a-what
'With what should I compare the men of today?' (franslated Luke 7:31)
The prefix vowel is subject to height coalescence, resulting in the [ - ATR] front

mid vowel /¢/.

For further description and more examples and for combinations of question

words, see 8.5.

6.3.3  Adverbials

Adverbials in Liko are a heterogeneous group of elements which do not belong to
one of the other Liko word classes. Adverbials include the time adverbials in the
tense/aspect/mood system, time, location and manner adverbs, adverbs specifying
the mode or action of the verb, particles in information structure, and other
elements. Expressions and phrases indicating time, location or manner will be

presented in 6.4.

Derivation to adverbials is possible from verbs (see 7.12.3) and from adjectives

(see 5.2.2). In both cases, the derivation is different from other word classes.

Time, location and manner adverbs are presented first.
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a. Time
The only time adverbs attested are:
(6.57) dele-dele 'finally, later than expected'

kpindi ‘early, earlier than expected'

The adverbials which function in the tense/aspect/mood system are described in the

chapter on Verbs, see the post-verbal time adverbials in 7.7.1.

b. Location
The following location adverbs have been attested:
(6.58) byt /6t 'far'
kG 'there (closer)'
kiGgokG 'at the same place'

kokwaku  'down there'

kénu 'here'
kdu 'over there'
miné 'there, over there'
wa 'there (farther)'
wanu 'here'
wast 'on the ground'
ya 'in the direction of'
yaku 'in that direction'
(6.59) baba, kikiliki, do-ni-kd mbéyt kiénu

la.father please cOme:FV.IMP-ADDR-DIR  first here
'Father, please, come here!' (72009.21)

(6.60) tu-tik-a 6o-mikusd ba-st kdkwaku
1pL:2.0-send-FV  2-child:1pL.pOSS 2.ASs-all down there
'We will send all our children down there.'

¢. Manner

Four general manner adverbs, all with 6€ word initially, which gives the impression
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that the complementizer is involved,*®® are used to indicate that an action is
performed in a certain way without specifying it:
(6.61) béne 'like this' 6éy5  'like that'

bégebéne 'in this way' bégeyd 'in that way, likewise'

The adverb b6dkayo in the sense of 'like that' always occurs with -yo (bdka exists as
a single word meaning 'thus'). The English translation 'like' may suggest that these
words are (also) used in comparisons, but that is not the case. For comparisons,
Liko has &bg 'like' (see 8.7).

The other invariable manner adverbs in my data are:

(6.62) befé 'completely’
kayakolt 'deliberately’
lingingi 'stupidly, foolishly'
manzéla-manzéla 'in disorder'
ngbéngébé 'suddenly, abruptly'
payaya 'needlessly’
tili 'straight'

d. Other adverbials

Liko has one general intensifier adverb, kigbe 'very', which modifies verbs as in
(6.63a) below, adjectives used as as a quantifier (6.63b), nominal modifiers (6.63¢)
or adverbs (6.63d):
(6.63)a. a-baki mu-ké  &-bib-a kiGgbe
1b-father:3sG.Poss 1-woman 3SG":1.0-praise-FV  very
'The father of the woman praised him very much.' (72006.2)
b. a-kon-a ma-l{li mu-dingi kigbe
3sG"-plant-Fv*  6-food  6.ADI-big very
'She planted a lot of food.' (72009.33)
c. o-lumb-is-og-o 1i66 la-nza kiGgbe
33G-smell-CAUS-PLUR-FV  5:water 5.AsS-good very
'It will cause the water to taste very good.' (72006.6)

288 See also the examples (8.236), (8.327) and (8.328).
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d. ag-a ndt k6 tutd byl kigbe
3sG"leave-Fv* Pp;  PREP O.forest far  very
'He went very far into the forest.' (72007.1)

Some adverbials occur between the verb and a time adverbial. The following
adverbials are attested to occur between the verb and a time adverbial: kGwa 'thus',
mbéy 'yet', plye 'thus', s€ 'thus' and gutGgu 'even', sometimes in combinations, e.g.
se kbwa. The adverbials can often not be translated by a single word and may have
some discourse function. Examples are given in the environment of the time

adverbial Fndt.

kéwa 'thus' is used when a situation builds upon a previous one. In the context of
the following example, the preceding sentence relates that the men who went with

a group of boys into the forest had built a shelter for them.

(6.64) ba-muyd bHa-st bik-o kéwa  ndt kokwaku
2-boy®®  2.ass-all 3pL’sit-Fv  thus P,  down there
'All the boys to be circumcised sat over there.' (72006.4)

mbéyt 'yet' gives emphasis to the question or the situation.
(6.65)a. wa mbéyt mu-sikéd
2sG:be yet 1-girl
'You (sg) are still a young girl!'
b. wa-ké-gu mbéyt mu-ké
2SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG yet 1-woman
'You (sg) are not yet a woman!'
In clauses where a form of the verb 'to be' is the main verb, kwa 'thus' and mbéyt

'yet' are attested a few times following the time adverbial instead of preceding it:

(6.66) a ndt kéwa li-syé li-moti  ind-a ka-and-ag-a ba-kpaka
3sGg:be P; thus  5-day 5.NUM-one 3SG":go-FV 9b-look- 2+ 9-trap
PLUR-FV

'One day he went to inspect the traps.' (72007.2)

2 I.e. boy who is going to be circumcised.
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(6.67) ©-ké-gb ndt mbéyt ngbingd kak{
3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG P;  yet latime  3SG.POSS
'It was not his time, i.e. turn.' (72009.31)

piye 'thus' is mostly used in questions with question words. It can be translated
with 'so' at the start of the question:
(6.68) ta-gy-ag-a piyé¢ ndit 66nf{ ?
1pL’-do-PLUR-FV thus P;  how

'So, what can we do?

s€ 'thus' is not used frequently. When it occurs, it is mostly in clauses giving some
explanation or background information:
(6.69) niys 4&-dwé, a-bakt mu-k6  A-bib-a

when 3sG™-arrive:Fv  1b-father:3sG.poss 1-woman 3SG":1.0-praise-FV
kiGgbe, yéki a s€¢ ndt goni na li-kembé
very as 3sG:be thus P, also with 5-thumb piano
'When he arrived, the father of the woman praised him very much, as he
also had a thumb piano.' (72006.2)

The combination se kdwa occurs in the example below, where s€ is present because
of background information. In the context, the story tells that Mary had to go on a
journey:
(6.70) Malia a se kéwa ndt wd na mOma
"Malfa" 3sg:be thus thus P, there with 3.belly
'Mary was pregnant.' (franslated Luke 2:5)

gutGgu 'even' usually follows the verb form and a time adverbial if present. The
men in the example below were not used to fishing, but they had to find a way to
get food, because they were too poor to buy it.
(6.71) ba-16ké ba-kingu-ag-a ndit gutégu b6¢ 66-lub-6g-1
2-man 3PL"-try-PLUR-FV P, even COMP  3PL-plunge-PLUR-FV.SUBJ
ma-sikidang{
6-fish hook
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'The men even tried to fish.", literally, 'that they plunge fish hooks'
(72009.21)

goutlgu 'even' occurring between the verb and the time adverbial gives emphasis to
the negative meaning of the verb:
(6.72) na-kukan-a gutégd ndi mu-tiwt  ka-baba 160
1SG"-NEG:hear-Fv even P,  3-advice GEN-la.father 2.PRO
na mami
with la.mother
'l did not even listen to the advice of my father and my mother.'
(1T2009.27)
For other examples of this adverb in combination with a negative meaning, see
8.6.2.

In other positions, gutGgu means 'in spite of'. The context of the example below is
that all men, who wanted to marry the woman and had gone to the village of her

father, were killed.

(6.73) S3du, gutGgu moé-ngéni & ndt ka-da, {-kand-a
"Sodu" even 6-news 3sG:be P;  9b-creep:FV 3SG:REFL-tie-FV
l-wanza 6¢ a kd-ind-4 ki mu-ké

5-attitude’ COMP 3sG:be 9b-go-FV PREP 1-woman
'Sadu, in spite of the news which circulated, gave in to the desire that he

was going to the woman.' (72006.2)

A few adverbials occur preceding the first object. Attested are gont 'also', batd
'again' and st 'only'.
(6.74) niyd bHo-mikak{ 66-do-ku Bo-tigho,
when 2-child:3sG.pOsS 3PL"-come:FV-DIR 2-strong man
6G-va ndt goni 60-ké
3pL":2.0-take:Fv P,  also 2-woman
'When his children became strong men, they took women too.'
(72009.42)
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(6.75) h-syé la-gogo  mu-nzylku &-tik-i-nf ndt 6ata® miki ko
5-day 5.AsS.other 1-ant 3sG:1.0-send- P;  again la.child there
FV.ANT-PFV

'On another day ant has sent his child there again.' (72007.8)

The adverbials gon 'also' and 6at3 'again' may also occur at the end of the clause.

The adverbial st 'only' occurs most frequently in constructions with the contrast
particle dka. The elements between 4st and dka (L.H tones when following a L

tone) contain contrastive information (see 8.6.2).

(6.76) moémbukyéno tutd a-‘tw-a ndt
la.owner of 9.forest 3sG":1.0-name-Fv P,
ast  wayi dakt aka

only lafriend la.s.o.of same age:3SG.POSS CT
'The owner of the forest named ONLY HIS FRIEND.' (72007.10)

When st occurs alone, it is in combination with utterance verbs and at the
beginning of a clause which follows the complementizer 6€. The context of the
following example is that one brother works hard and the other one becomes a
thief. The first one warns his brother:

(6.77) ma*makt 4-pak-y-ag-i ndt 6¢ ast
la.brother:3sG.poss  3sG":1.0-guard-APPL-PLUR-FV P,  COMP only
yigyd yi ni-y3, ni @-ké-gu ka-uvkan-a
9a:habit 9.DEM.III coP-9.DEM.I when 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG 9b-hear-Fv
'His brother forbade him to behave like that, but he did not listen.'
(T2008.12)

The following adverbials in this section have various uses.

ambegy€ 'aha!' and ambegye fé 'unfortunately' occur in stories when someone is
surprised at finding out something or when developments take an unexpected turn:
(6.78)a. ambegy€, woO 6i wa-kistma wanu ?
aha! 2sG:be P, 1.Ass-9.s.th. hidden here
'Aha! You are hidden here?'

20 The H tone of the LH contour on bati merges with the following High.
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b. ambegye fé, Mopusi & ndt na  sdbt kak{
however "Mopusu" 3sG":be Pp;  with 9.small knife 3sG.POSS
kibanga wé dka wa
9.s.th. stuck there on the spot
'However, Mopusu had a small knife stuck [in his belt] right there.'

c. Aziga 0 bi ka-pa ka-luw-6 masiwa,

"Aziga" 3sG":be P, 9b-want:Fv 9b:1.0-buy-Fv la.car

ambegye fé, 3lo kak{ 0 6i na mbumi
unfortunately 1la.gold 3SG.poss 3sG:be P, with 9.sand

'Aziga was looking forward to buying a car, unfortunately, his gold

contained sand.'

ibif y5 'if it happens' is used to soften a condition:

(6.79) wa-kam-in-4 Singi, 1ibif y3, wa-*biky-4 dmbe
2SG-COND:1.0-see-Fv  "Singi" if it happens 2SG:1.0-say-FV.INST ATT
a-*tik-i-ka kéwa miki
3sG:1.0-send-Fv.SUBJ-DIR thus  la.child

'If you see Singi, if it happens, tell him that he should send the child.'

An example of t*ngéatu b€ 'suddenly’ is:
(6.80) niys 4a-husy-6 sukopi na moéngwo bEy3,
when 3sG":1.0-miss-Fv" la.leopard with la.iron arrow like that
*ngatu 6¢ sukopi a-na-bumbuk-y-o-kii
suddenly la.leopard 3SG-INCH:1.0-jump-APPL-FV-DIR
'When he missed the leopard with his arrow, suddenly the leopard

jumped towards him.'

The Infinitive form ké-ny3, 9b-pull out:Fv, is used to express 'except':
(6.81) bo-mikaki ba-st 6a ba-lumba, kany3 Abunza
2-child:3sG.poss 2.ass-all 3pL:be 2-sorcerer except "Abunza"
'All his children are sorcerers, except Abunza.'

An example of nékt 'therefore’ is:
(6.82) o-kwonoén-i ngkt ka-vkan-a ni-15 ba
33G-should-FV.ANT therefore 9b-hear-Fv  COP-5.DEM.I 3pL:be
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ka-u-6iky-a kikiliki

9b-28G.0-say-Fv please

'One ought therefore to listen to what they are telling you, please.'
(T2008.9)

An example of i‘nglwo yi 'by chance' is:

(6.83)

wa-kédm-in-i-gu kaks kam
2SG"-NEG:1.0-see-FV.ANT-NEG la.chicken 1SG.POSS
i-‘nguawo yi ka-ingy-6-ki wénu ?
9a-manner 9.DEM.III 9b-enter-Fv-DIR  here

'Did you not see my chicken enter here, by chance?'

Examples of y{*pépe 'in any case', 'rather' are:

(6.84)a.

iyo, mbdngs ka-6a-16ks, yi*pépe ni-y3

yes  9.mushroom GEN-2-man in any case COP-9.DEM.I

ik-og-o ya-zu !

3SG/PL:be-PLUR-FV  9.ASS-hot

'Yes, mushrooms for men, in any case those are hot.', i.e. delicious
mu-tik-a Singi  @-ké-gu yi*pépe Nangéa
1.0-send-Fv.IMP "Singi" 3SG-NEG:be:FV-NEG in any case "Nangda"

'Send Singi, rather not Nangaa.'

6.3.4 Ideophones

Ideophones form a word class which is distinct from adverbials because

ideophones have specific phonetic characteristics that are not found with adverbials

or with other word classes.

Ideophones have one or more of the following properties:

- word-final vowel lengthening

- presence of the alveolar trill [r] (not in the inventory of underlyingly

contrastive consonants)

- repetition, sometimes with variation in speed to symbolize a slow or a fast

movement

- tone descending from high to low across the word

- sound mimicking
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Ideophones express a vivid representation of an idea or perception in sound, like a
smell, a colour, a form, a sound, a manner of moving, etc. Ideophones are words
that "enliven" or add flavour to the utterance by illustrating some aspect of an
action or object. Ideopones are not required by sentence or phrase structure. A
specific type of ideophones are onomatopoeia which try to mimick a sound. Many
ideophones are preceded by the modifier prefix 6{-. A number of ideophones are

listed to illustrate this category.

Examples of word-final vowel lengthening are:

(6.85) bi-dobooo 'deep sound (association is with a good motorbike)'
6i-hibiii 'falling palm tree'
b6i-hooo 'many people together (e.g. at a market)'
bi-kpwaaa 'small hard objects thrown on the ground'

bi-piii / bi-pisiii 'calm (e.g. after shocking news)'

bi-peee 'quiet, calm'
Examples of the alveolar liquid trill [r] are:
(6.86) bi-byerrr ‘'very ripe, red'

bi-rrr 'shiver'

Examples of repetition are:

(6.87) dafidafi 'walking awkwardly'
b6i-kokoko 'munching caterpillars, talking incessantly'
bi-kukuku 'heavy rain with storm, pounding strongly (heart)'

bi-kpwekpwékpwe 'breaking dry objects (e.g. a twig, peanut shells)'
bi-1ékeléke 'high (sound)'

Examples of tone descending from high to low across the word are:
(6.88) bi-kpuuu 'falling slowly'
bi-pipupu 'strong wind' (number of repetitions varies)

bi-kpu is used when something is 'falling fast'.

Examples of sound mimicking are (some with vowel lengthening or repetition):
(6.89) bi-fwaaa 'sound of something sweeping over the ground'

bi-fwakafwaka 'sound of dry leaves'
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gbwaaa 'sound of breaking wood, or sound of a branch when
someone is on top of it and is moving up and down'

gbwu 'sound of a big tam-tam'

b6i-hu 'sound of an animal'

kide 'cry of a monkey'

kikiki 'sound of walking (light) or barefoot'

b6i-kofskofs 'sound of coughing'

b6i-kpd 'sound of pouring water, spitting on the ground,
pottery breaking'

b6i-kyo 'sound of something falling into the water'

61-mbimbimbi

'sound of a very hot fire'

mbwokombwoko 'sound of walking (heavy)'
bi-ngbé 'sound of hitting metal'

pé 'sound of a small trumpet'
puuu 'sound of a slide trombone'
tindindindi{ 'sound of a tam-tam'
bi-tototo 'sound of water dripping'
6i-vuuu 'sound of a car'

With fast repetition, b6i-ngbéngbéngbé indicates a 'sound when someone at the
market hits a bottle with lamp oil or petrol to attract customers'. When the stem is
repeated with short pauses in between as in 6ingbé ngbé ngbé, it refers to a 'sound

of a blacksmith hitting his anvil'".

There are several other cases in which repitition or vowel lengthening entails a
change in meaning. b6i-kpwii 'pass with difficulty’ is used when an animal tries to
escape by means of a route difficult to pass. The base with repetition,
b6i-kpwukpwiikpwu, indicates that someone is zigzagging along (a drunk, an animal
hit by a poisoned arrow) or that something comes from everywhere (beating by a
group). Another example is bi-kpw€ 'manner of crushing something' and
bi-kpwekpwékpwe 'sharp snaps of objects that break'. 6{-p€ 'way of breaking into a
song or weeping' also means 'sleep like a top'. 6{-peee is used when somebody is

quiet, calm, relaxed.
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Other examples of ideophones are:
(6.90) bi-66 '(very) early, at daybreak'
bi-du 'a big object falling into the water'
6{-kyd  'swallowing a mouthful of water'
bi-liya  'loud cry or sound'

bi-ngwé 'cutting something with one blow'

The use of ideophones in clauses is exemplified in the following examples.

Ideophones generally occur at the end of the clause.

(6.91) niys lh-gb 6-gw-o bi-kpiuu
when 5-cola nut 3sG’-fall-rv  MOD-"kpuuu"
'When the cola nut fell "kpuuu".'

(6.92) si-wé-su ka-t-nvd a koé-buk-6 bi-1ékeléke
7-bell-7  GEN-lc-dog 3sG:be 9b-resound-Fv MOD-"/ekeleke"
'The bell of the dog is resounding "lekeleke".'

(6.93) ngbangbatd o-pém-ik-6n-i 6i bi-liya
la.thunder ~ 3SG-crack-NEUT-ASS-FV.ANT P,  MOD-"/iya"

'It is thundering loudly.'

(6.94) mu-16kG6 6é-moti  a-nydk-a ka  1-ngbdls, 6-gw-o
1-man 1.NUM-one 3sG’-fall-Fv  PREP 9a-dugout 3sG'-fall-Fv
k6  1i66 6i-kyo*”!

PREP 5S:water MOD-"kyo"
'A man fell in the dugout, he fell in the water, plop!'

(6.95) o-ngbét-i-ni ngudi bi-gbwu gbwu  gbwu
33G-play-FV.ANT-PFV  9.tam-tam MOD-"gbwu" "gbwu"' "gbwu"
'He has played the big tam-tam, bang bang bang.'

1 Bi-kyd is used when small objects fall into the water, bi-kyo where people or big items

are concerned.
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(6.96) ma-daki &-pung-a ké-ptimuik-6  6i-kpd kpd kpo
6-pot 3sG’-start-Fv  9b-burst-Fv  MOD-"kpd kpo kpo"
'The pots started to break "kpo kpo kpo".'
If one uses a bad quality of clay in pottery, the pot will break when it is put into
the fire.

(6.97) li-16l6mbi  1a-sabuini a-pag-a  buku 6i-mbimbimbi
S-preparation 5.Ass-la.soap bar 3SG-want: 8:burning MOD-"mbimbimbi"
PLUR-FV  piece of wood

'"The making of the soap bar requires a hot fire "mbimbimbi".' (72006.5)

(6.98) ©-kik-6 bu-gogd, wa-lal-a t3to bi-peee
3SG-COND:be-FV  14-sunset 2SG-sleep-FV.INST 9.sleep MOD-"peee"
'If it is evening, you will sleep peacefully.' (72006.6)

(6.99) 1nva 6-bukw-6 pa na mala bi-kwélékwélé
lc-dog 3sG"-search-Fv* 9.place with 6:nail MOD-"kwelekwele"

"

'"The dog searched the place with its nails "kwelekwele".

Some ideophones are interesting semantically, e.g. 6{-kU and 6{-kibu, both
indicating the impact of an arrow, but the first one indicates that the arrow just
breaks the skin while the second expresses that it enters into the muscle. Reference
to munching or chewing is found in several ideophones. Mentioned above is
b6i-kok6kd 'munching caterpillars', another example is:
(6.100) a ko-tokw-6 ma-lil{ 6i-6ukulubukulu
3sG:be 9b-chew-Fv 6-food MOD-"bukulubukulu'
'He is munching the food "bukulu-6ukulu”. i.e. as if it were cartilage

Some ideophones like bi-ziko 'sitting down without doing anything' or

bi-kyekyékye 'burst of laughter' always occur with the same verb.

(6.101) nik-i-ni kG-s3 wa-1-ngb3l3 b6i-ziko
1SG:sit-FV.ANT-PFV  17-inside  17.AS8s-9a-dugout MOD-"ziko"

'l have sat in the dugout "ziko".", i.e. without doing anything



284 Chapter 6

(6.102) bo-ké ba ‘ka-tib-a  bi-kyekyékyée
2-woman 3pL:be 9b-laugh-Fv MOD-"kyekyekye"

'The women laughed "kyekyekye".', i.e. with bursts of laughter

kide is an ideophone meaning 'cry of a monkey'. It is also attested with modifier
prefix b6{- in 6{-kide 'the way in which monkeys jump from one branch to the other'.
(6.103) ba-va*? kide b4-ky-dg-a-t6 Ii-pakéla
2-clan member "kid?' 3pL-refuse-PLUR-FV-INS 5-horn

'The monkeys refuse a horn.', i.e. they do not want a fight

Another case is kikiki 'sound of walking (light) or barefoot'. The class 2 object
prefix U- indicates that multiple people are there.
(6.104) num-ukon-i kikiki  no bitf
18G:2.0-hear-FV.ANT  "kikiki" with darkness

'T heard people walking on tiptoes in the darkness.'

6.3.4.1  Use of ideophones as modifiers
Comparable to what Ameka has found for Ewe (2001:41), Liko ideophones are
attested to function as other word classes, in particular as adjectives or as adverbs.

Ideophones used as adjectives or adverbs always have the modifier prefix 6i-.

a. Use as adjectives

Examples of the use of ideophones as adjectives are:

(6.105)a. ma-kpUta bi-gb¢ 'very salt cassava leaves'
6-cassava leaves MoOD-salted
b. ba-nzdka bi-kpufukptifu  'a short snake'
2-snake MOD-short
c. mu-16ks bi-siyasiya 'a sporty man'
1-man MOD-supple
d. nyama bi-tu 'a (caught) animal still in one piece'
la.animal MOD-unimpaired
e. sU bi-vulevule 'a bad smell'
9.smell MOD-bad (smell)

2 The High part of the LH tone on v3 has merged with the following H tone.
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f. mu-kpinds bi-wéngéwéngé 'very bright lime'
3-clay, lime MOD-very bright

g. mu-16ks bi-wé 'a quiet man'
1-man MOD-quiet

Ideophone bi-nziii 'without a space in between' is used when talking about
vegetation or a crop. It can also be used for a big gathering: 6a-mbéanz{ bi-nziii,

2-person MOD-without space in between, 'crowded with people'.

Bi-dobooo expresses a deep sound. When someone wants to say that the engine of a
motorbike runs well he can say:
(6.106) Ii-yo  la-Yamaa 6{-do6000
S-voice 5.Ass-la.Yamaha MOD-"dob200"

'The sound of the Yamaha is "do6002".", i.e. it is good

b{-byerrr is used when a piece of fruit is very ripe. By analogy, it also means 'red'.
In the following example, it is used for the colour of gold nuggets found by
someone digging for gold:
(6.107) 3dlo bi-byerrr ab€ ma-ya ma-tSbu
la.gold MOD-"byerrr" like 6-grain 6.ASS-9.tobacco
'Gold "byerrr" like tobacco strands.'

b. Use as adverbs
With respect to ideophones used as adverbs, examples include:

(6.108) bi-bryeee 'staying without saying anything, without making noise'
bi-dangadanga 'being busy with a lot of things at the same time'
b6{-dUkyedvkye ‘'walking like a small child (allusion to a dress fluttering

in the wind)'
b6i-holdlo 'passing an opening without hitting an obstacle'
bi-kpadiaa 'calmly, quietly’
bi{-nzenzenze  'supple way of dancing'
bi-nzeee 'moving through the air (an arrow, a star)'
6{-pad 'completely’

bi-yo00 'reacting coldly’
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(6.109) wig-o-ku

Chapter 6

bi-kpadaaa

2sG:return-FV-DIR  MOD-"kpadaaa"

'You will return "kpadaaa".', i.e. calmly

Talking about a young woman:

(6.110) 6-kw-6 l-siké

6{-pod

3sG"-die-Fv*  5-youth MOD-"poo"

'She killed the youth "pao".', i.e. she was very well dressed

(6.111) kdko a

ndt ka-sikisy-6 nakwal{ bi-dilidili

la.chicken 3sG:be Pp;  9b:l1.0-answer-Fv la.sparrowhawk MoOD-"di/idilf"

'Chicken was answering sparrowhawk "dilidili".', i.e. hesitantly

6.3.5 Interjections and exclamations

The characteristics found in ideophones are also attested in interjections and

exclamations. Common interjections and exclamations are:

(6.112) arurrr
ayayayaya
booo
eee / ezé / eeesé
heee biteee
hooo
mbambamba
rigo
irrrya
w060

yiii !

'ouch!'

'watch out!, stop!'

'its enough!, wait a minute!'
'exclamation of surprise'
'oh dear!'

'alas!'

'stop!’

'hurrah!, victory!'

'come on!, pull!’
'exclamation of disappointment or contempt'
'oh!, ah!

The word ayayayaya starts out with a H tone, which falls steadily; its number of

syllables varies. boao also has a falling tone. Without vowel lengthening, bo is a

loanword from French 'bon' and is used for social reasons instead of fyo 'yes'. hooo

is the response after rigo, a slogan after circumcision rites. mbambamba can also be

used without repetition. rrryé is a slogan to encourage people who do something

difficult, for example pulling a heavy tree trunk. The response is ya.
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The following interjections are used to draw the attention of the audience or to

highlight what follows.
(6.113) ambe attention!
kinili / kilini that's why
000 hey!
yé excuse me! (to draw attention)

The word kinilf marks the conclusion of a story, for example the lesson to be
drawn from a folk tale. It is one of the Liko words in which two adjacent syllables
may be reversed in free variation. y€ is used to draw the attention of someone in a

polite way.

Some interjections are used in specific situations, like danger, asking for something
or invoking a person or a spiritual being:
(6.114) amalya! watch out!, stop!
baka please
kikiliki  please

nzingagu in the name of ...

The word amély4 is the singular Imperative form of the verb -amali- 'to end up in
or at'. After nzingagu, the speaker cites the name of a parent who has passed away,
or an important event. A polite question either starts with kikiliki or has 6dka
directly following the main verb. If one wants to be very polite, both are used:
(6.115) kikiliki baba 1-tik-tly-a-no baka Badua ki
please la.father 1SG.O-send-BEN-FV.IMP.SUPP please '"Badua" PREP
t-vananza kak{
9a-family 3SG.POSS
'Please father, would you please send Badua to his family for me?'

6.4 Expressions of time, location and manner

In this section, some expressions of time, location and manner are presented.

a. Time
Most words and phrases with a reference to time involve nouns or nominals, often

combined with a preposition or a demonstrative:
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(6.116) na li-syé with 5-day 'during the day’
no biti with 9.darkness 'during the night'
na li-syé ni-It with 5-day cop-5.DEM.II 'today’

no biti ni-yt  with 9.darkness cor-9.DEM.II  'tonight'

6G-gala 14-tomorrow 'tomorrow’

na 6G-galda  with 14-tomorrow 'during the next day'
293

6U-gal6bi 'the day after tomorrow'

i'syéyikubi > 'yesterday'

a kOwa na ma-syé (33G:be thus with 6-day) is an expression meaning 'a long time

1

ago'.

'Before' and 'after' are expressed by the locative nouns kdmbwa '17:front' and
kii-mbiiso '17-back'.** For 'soon' and 'long ago', nominal modifiers mbtya 'new' and
ndél 'old, worn' are used without a prefix. mbuya followed by the location adverb
wanu 'here' means 'now'. The reduplicated form mbiyambuiya expresses
'immediately’. 'Since' is expressed by the Infinitive form of -tGk- 'leave' with the
Applicative extension -t, as in:
(6.117) ka-tk-y-a na li-syé li ni-13,

9b-leave-APPL-FV with 5-day 5.DEM.III COP-5.DEM.I

bokobi 6-pup-a ndt konu ki  mu-sengi

larat  3sG'-leave-Fv P,  here PREP 3-village

'Since that day, rat came out here to the village.' (72008.5)

Expressions referring to time during a calendar day are:
(6.118) mboligo 9.daybreak 'daybreak’

bu-s561 14-sunrise 'sunrise’'

3 The elements of compound are unclear. The structure may be 14-tomorrow-P, or 14-
tomorrow-DEM.III.

2% The structure of this compound is unclear. It probably contains li-syé 'S-day' with loss of
the prefix consonant and the time adverbial "'6i indicating time reference to the recent past.
5 These nouns are also used to indicate location, see below. ki-mbiiso followed by a type

IIT demonstrative, kiimbiso yf, means 'finally'.
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bu-s361 ba-de

na bu-sdb1

li-syé i-gbon-6n-i-ni

mdni ligo
musikats

mdni i-ti-ni
mdni o-yikén-i-ni

mdni ka bu-gogd
ma-zakamba ma-
mdni

i-bisii

bu-gogd

mdni o-gw-i-ni
ba-buli ba *ka-sas-a
mdni

na bu-gog3d

biti o-lipy-i-ni

goundu

na gundu

ngbing6 ka-ba-lumba

b. Location

14-sunrise 14.Ass-cold

with 14-sunrise

5-day 3SG:REFL-divide:
ASS-ASS-FV.ANT-PFV
9.sun 9.middle

9.middle of the day
9.sun 3SG:REFL-bend
OVer:FV.ANT-PFV

9.sun 3sG-return-FV.ANT-
PFV

9.sun PREP 14-sunset

6-big breasts 6.ASs-9.sun

9a-sunset

14-sunset

9.sun 3SG-fall-FV.ANT-PFV
2:1b-demon 3pL:be 9b-cut
up-Fv 9.sun

with 14-sunset

9.darkness 3SG-last-
FV.ANT-PFV
9.midnight

with 9.midnight

la.time GEN-2-sorcerer
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'very early in the
morning'
'in the morning'

'noon’

'noon’
'the middle of the day'

'afternoon’
'later in the afternoon’

'end of afternoon'

'time before the sun sets

'time the sun sets'
'sunset’
'sunset’

'sunset’

'in the evening'
'after dark'

'midnight’

'in the middle of the
night'

'midnight’

The following locative nouns in class 17 are frequently used in associative

constructions to refer to a location:

(6.119) ks-gU '17-top' 'at the top'
ku-sili '17-bottom' 'under’
kt-syokoto 'l7-bottom' ‘under'
kambwa '17:front' 'at the front'
ki-mbtso  'l7-back’ 'behind'
kG-bombslo  '17-back’ "behind'
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k-3 '17-inside’  'inside'

ki-nzi '17-outside' 'outside'

Examples include:

(6.120)a. wo-bis-o ks-gb  wa-li-daki  1a-gogo
2SG-put-FV.INST 17-top 17.ASS-5-pot 5.ASs-other
'Put it on top of another pot.' (72006.6)

b. 0-bis-o laki li-*nyikisogd ko-gb wo-kulibi
3sG-put-Fv  5:object 5.ADJ-filter 17-top 17.ASS-9.mortar
'She will put a filter on a mortar.'

c. 6-kun-is-a ndt ma-l{li ma-st  ni-md kénu
3sG"-plant-caus-Fv P,  6-food 6.ASs-all cop-6.DEM.I here
ka-sili wa-mdni
17-bottom 17.ASS-9.sun
'He let plant all food which [is] here under the sun' (72006.3)

The noun ki-mbiiso '17-back’ is used more to indicate time than to refer to a
location; kG-6ombs5lo '17-back’ is rather used for 'behind something'. The back side
of an object is often referred to with the prepositional phrase ki mu-gongsG, PREP
3-back of the body, 'at the back'.

Locative nouns can also be used as single-word adjuncts, as in:
(6.121) 1-mbsG6G  6-pup-4 ndt ki-nzi
lc-civet  3sG’-come out-Fv* P,  17-outside

'A civet came out outside.'

A few nouns in other noun classes are used to refer to location, 6u-wobi '
14-proximity' means 'near' (with reduplication 'near to each other') and dongd

'9.distance' means 'far' when they are used as a location adjunct.

¢. Manner
Most manner adverbs are preceded by the modifier prefix 6i-. Examples of manner
adverbs with modifier prefix 6{- are:
(6.122) b6i-6¢ 'profoundly’
6i-bede 'full up to the brim'
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6i-buli  'hold quickly with two arms around someone'
bi-gala 'fast'

bi-lende 'smooth, cover well'

bi-kpu  'close firmly'

6{-nvé  'leave suddenly'

Examples in clauses are:

(6.123)a.

wind-a  b6i-gala-(gala)
2SG:go-FV  MOD-fast
'You will go fast.'
a-tam-1 6i na dukpd b6i-lende
33G:1.0-stab-FV.ANT P, with 9.knife MOD-smooth
'He pierced him with a knife smooth.', i.e. all the way through
mu-t6 wa-st  ni-n3 am-n-a, 6-ping-og-o  6i-kékélé-kokolo
l-man l.ass-all cop-1. 3sG":1.0-see- 3SG"™-harden- MOD-stiff
DEM.I FV PLUR-FV
'Every person who saw him grew stiff.' (72006.1)

Several manner adverbs occur only in repeated form. If the base is monosyllabic, it

is repeated twice. The first set below presents manner adverbs with and without

repetition and the second gives examples of adverbs with repetition where the base

has not been attested.

(6.124)

(6.125)

6i-de (de de) 'walking on tiptoes silently and slowly'
bi-dedede 'walking on tiptoes silently and quickly'

bi-pu 'hit knock-out'
bi-puptpt 'hit several people knock-out'
bi-tita jump fast, easily’'

bi-tita-tita 'hopping'

b6i-foko-foko 'rapidly and disorderly’
bi-lalala 'with agility'
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b6i-mbada-mbada 'react quickly, impulsively'**
bi-nyemu-nyemu 'eat soberly’

6{-vomu-vomu 'restlessly’

Some nouns and adverbs have the same base, e.g.:

(6.126) b6i-dili-dili ~ 'sceptically’ bu-dili-dili  '14-doubt'
bi-gala-gala 'fast' magala-gala 'la.insect, sp.'
bi-gba 'standing' a-gbagba 'Ib-dance’
bi-kwa 'quick’ mu-kwa 'l-enemy’

It is not possible with the data available to determine the source of the derivation.
The noun agbagbi is a dance, where a few dancers are in the middle and the others

follow their movements in a wider circle.

26 Also used for children when they grow too fast.



