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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

Political Violence and the Collapse of Congressioh&econstruction (1867-1868)

In DeSoto, shortly before the elections, CharleynRils used brickbats to beat Stephen
Humphreys, a freedman and the Republican candidatke state legislature from the parish.
A few days later, a local shopkeeper, Captain Hasikunsuccessfully tried to hire a black
man to murder Humphreys. After the election, whieth won due to his opponent being
disqualified, Humphreys received threats on a daglsis and in June he fled the parish for the
relative safety of New Orleans. On the day of tleeteon itself, whites in Mansfield mobbed
Freedmen’s Bureau agent and Republican candidates]a. Walsh, threatening him with a
knife. Conservatives, armed with knives and guasméd a ‘dead line’ in front of the
Mansfield polling station, “outside of that line sva crowd of white men who examined all
voters coming there, and made them show theirtsckefore they came near the window to
vote, and if they had a Republican ticket they weot allowed to vote or they tried to
substitute democratic tickets for them.” Althougtdéral soldiers came to town during the
election and many blacks tried to avail themsebfethe opportunity to vote, the commander
of the detachment sent them away for coming to tmformation®

Such scenes appear familiar to any student of m&aation in Louisiana. Once
congressional Republicans took over the administrabf Reconstruction from Andrew
Johnson and replaced his conservative policies fathmore radical alternatives, which
included the enfranchisement of the black poputaiio the Southern states, the role of
violence in social life both dramatically increasaad acquired a more explicitly political
character. The persecution of white Unionists ammssant violence directed against blacks
in the early postwar years had political undertoreg with conservative whites firmly in
control of state and local political power, its mpary function had been to reassert the
traditional social, racial and economic hierarddgw, with many whites disenfranchised and
the Republican Party ascendant thanks to fedepgdast)y whites increasingly used violence
and intimidation to attempt and restore their jpdit supremacy, or, failing to do so, to
undermine any substantial changes in the raceael#ttat the Republican regime might try
and effect.

! Supplemental Report of Joint Committee of the G#nfssembly of Louisiana on the Conduct of the Late
Elections and the Condition of Peace and Good Omde¢he State (New Orleans: A. L. Lee, State Printer, 1869)
[Hereinafter:Supplemental Rep@rt159; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 136-188)-320, 533-535.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

What might surprise that same student of Recoctstry however, is that the
elections referred to in the above vignettes wertetimose of November 1868, when a virtual
‘reign of terror’ gripped the state, but those qirih1868. Most historians of Reconstruction
in Louisiana have either explicitly echoed HenryCWarmoth's observation that in April
“the canvass passed off quietly,” or implicitly emsed it by simply not discussing the
existence of political violence and intimidatibdoe Gray Taylor notes that “only in East
Baton Rouge, Caddo, Bossier, and DeSoto parishesheee evidence of systematic coercion
and intimidation of the type that was to be so camnn future elections,” and Tunnell
mentions the fact that “whites coerced ninety-twlacks into opposing ratification” in
Bienville parish, but neither author. attached manificance to these statements beyond
the local election outcomés.

In reality, the violence and intimidation that pted on a limited scale in northwestern
Louisiana prior to the April 1868 elections and #tatewide reign of terror during and after
the presidential campaign in November were intitgatennected. The success that many of
these parishes experienced in reducing or overgritie Republican majorities that had
elected delegates to a constitutional conventiorS@éptember 1867 showed conservative
whites throughout the state just how effective sacktrategy could be. The halfhearted
response by the federal government, moreover, ateticthat whites might pursue such a
strategy with relative impunity. The Red River wmgi as would be the case throughout
Reconstruction, served as an incubator where cesidez whites developed, experimented,
and honed their political strategies, both legall &xtra-legal, in order to reclaim power
statewide and locally.

Simmering Tensions

In September 1867, the (male) black population ofitiana, most of them only recently

freed from slavery, voted for the first time everthe federally supervised elections for a new
constitutional convention. For the first two yedoHowing the surrender, the army and the
Freedmen’s Bureau had had to deal with state aral [governments under the control of

white conservatives. President Johnson, moreouppasted these governments in their aim

2 Henry Clay Warmothyar, Politics, and Reconstruction: Stormy Days @uisiana(Columbia: University of
South Carolina Press, 2006), 59; RodrigReconstruction in the Cane Fie|®8; DawsonArmy Generals and
Reconstruction77; Lane,Day Freedom Died18; Tunnell,Crucible of Reconstructignl34; Francis Wayne
Binning, “Carpetbaggers’ Triumph: The Louisianat8t&lection of 1868, Louisiana Historyl4, no. 1 (1973):
38.

% Taylor, Louisiana Reconstructed58; TunnellEdge of the Sword.28.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

to restore the South to full political independeasequickly as possible on the basis of white
supremacy. Then, on March 2, 1867, congressionalilitieans passed the first of a series of
Reconstruction Acts. The law divided the former féderate states — with the exception of
Tennessee, which had already approved the Founteemiendment - into five so-called
military districts. Louisiana and Texas togethemrnfed the Fifth Military District,
commanded by Phillip H. Sheridan, a general ofngir®adical convictions. Existing civil
governments would remain in place, but would beetded provisional only, and in all
respects subject to the paramount authority ofJihiéed States at any time to abolish, modify,
control, or supersede the sanfle.”

To be restored to political independence and réaeinto Congress, the former
Confederate states had to meet a number of consltibirst of all, they had to elect a
constitutional convention based on equal suffragdfacks as well as the electoral provisions
of the proposed Fourteenth Amendment, which disactiised all those who had held office
prior to the Civil War and subsequently particighia the Rebellion. Secondly, the new
constitutions had to enshrine the same electoligions for future elections. Thirdly, this
electorate had to approve of the constitution ttinadted as, fourthly, did Congress. Finally,
the legislature elected under these provisions avbale to ratify the Fourteenth Amendment.
Once states met these conditions, Congress woathhmié Senators and Representatives from
these states into its ranks and lift military swmon over civil government.

Conservative whites loathed the Reconstruction #&ud immediately attempted to
circumvent it. Even before its final passage, ttageslegislature in New Orleans, dominated
by Conservative whites, ordered elections for astitutional convention in early April, based
on the existing, exclusively white, electorate.hdiigh Wells vetoed the Act, the legislature
succeeded in passing it over his veto. The conseevpress applauded such a course, and
urged Louisiana lawmakers to “proceed, at leastHerpresent, as if no [Reconstruction] Act
was in existence,” until it had been challengedcaurt® Congress quickly responded by
passing the Second Reconstruction Act on Marcho&®ering all military commanders to
organize the registration and election mandatethbyoriginal act. Those wishing to register

not only had to be eligible under the original lawt also swear an oath to that effect. All

4‘March 2, 1867, An Act to Provide for the More Efént Government of the Rebel States,’ in Unitedt&s
Statutes at Large, Volume XIV, 428-29. See alsmefaReconstruction271-291; CSS, 40-1, HOR. Ex. 20;
CSS, 40-1, Sen. Ex. 14; CSS, 40-1, HOR. Ex. 34;

° LD, 67-03-06; BB, 67-03-16, 67-03-23.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

officials appointed by the commanding general tacerthe registration and conduct the
election, moreover, had to swear to the even nesgictive Ironclad Oath.

Initially, the conservative press in the Red Rivegion furiously denounced the
Reconstruction Acts. Thé.ouisiana Democratpredicted that military commander “so
accustomed to tyrannise [sic] over the South” walldse their “almost unlimited powers.”
The Bossier Bannerthe most outspoken of the region’s conservatseeps, denounced the
initial act as “a mockery of free institutions” atr@ason enveloped in the forms of law.” It
approvingly cited a Democratic Representative Amdie Rogers from New Jersey who
advocated violent resistance to the law if necgssHne Banner published an even more
scathing response to the Supplementary Act, “theusdmilitary ‘butcher’ bill [...], by which
edict of unprecedented brutality and outlawry ttea iheel of a military despotism is to be
remorselessly placed upon the neck of the alreasistiate and submissive South.”

Once the reality of the new situation sunk in, beer, conservative whites quickly
changed their tune. Although they undoubtedly aldtbthe new laws, and particularly the
prospect of black political participation, they saoirned from an all-out rejection to a debate
on how to preserve as much of their political poagipossible while ostensibly adhering to
the new congressional mandates. This reflectsrémalt apparent throughout the South, that
Michael Perman has described as a turn from ‘mgstexctivity’ to an ostensible compliance
with Radical Reconstruction, in fact “tantamountdualified opposition, since the explicit
purpose behind cooperation was to undermine anat,biather than fulfill, the intentions of
the Republican legislators in Congre&sfter first lambasting the Second Reconstruction
Act, theBannerpublished a speech by Confederate war hero P. Beduregard, an address
by Louisiana’s conservative state legislature, ardtter by George Williams, elected to the
US Senate by that same legislature, all of whommseled submission in the face of superior
force. These conservative luminaries, as well asetlitors of th&anner the Democrat and
the Natchitoches Semi-WeeKlymes, urged whites to take the requisite oathisteg and
vote. They believed that Southern whites would ble & control the black votes and thus

® ‘March 22, 1867, An Act supplementary to and Actitled “An Act to provide for the more efficient
Government of the Rebel States,” passed March seetghteen hundred and sixty-seven, and to faiglita
Restoration,’ in United States Statutes at Largduie XV, 2-4.

"D, 67-02-27; BB, 67-03-09, 67-04-06.

8 PermanReunion Without Compromis278.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

retain political control of the state and local govments, while at the same time ostensibly
adhering to the demands of Congress.

Conservatives, correctly as it turned out, predidhat the very stringency of the new
laws would backfire, causing the military authadti difficulties in carrying out their
provisions. The Second Reconstruction Act authdridge commanders of the Military
Districts to appoint as many registrars and comiongss of election as necessary, every one
of whom would have to swear the Ironclad Oath. &tliéor of theDemocratwryly noted that
Rapides would require over a hundred such officghdle, at best, “by a thorough search, two
or three respectable and competent men may be fouhd can take the oatH® This
prediction involved more than mere bluster or corsteve propaganda. Whatever anti-
secessionism and Unionism had existed before andgdthe Civil War, had not nurtured
much widespread support for the Republican partgragrSouthern whites - in part because
“‘uncommon endurance and fortitude have been nagessanable them to live here this long,
they have all felt the heavy hand of Rebel oppogssand are still the subject of threats,
slanders, and insults, and in fact, all the annogartheir Rebel neighbors can heap upon
them.™!

The military authorities ordered Martin Flood, &denen’s Bureau agent for Bossier,
Caddo and Desoto, to compile a list of six suitatdadidates from each election district in
those parishes. On April 9, Flood wrote to a MraBbén DeSoto, to notify him that he would
send his name in as registrar and election comomiesi He also asked Dean to please supply
him with additional names. Although DeSoto wouldiuiee at least a dozen (and perhaps
twice that many) officers, Flood knew of not a $engther eligible candidate in the parish. In
Bossier, James Dobie, the chairman of the boardgs$tration for the parish, found no more
than twenty whites who could take the Ironclad Catl at least one of those was murdered
shortly after being appointed as commissioner etten. As a result of such difficulties,
Flood failed to compile a complete list of candedat submitting mostly the names of
outsiders rather than local residents. In DeSow most of Bossier, he explained, “non-
resident registers would be the only chance by lwthe freedmen [...] would have their full

rights under the Bill secured to them.” None woliétye an opportunity to register and vote in

° BB, 67-04-13, 67-04-20; LD, 67-04-03, 67-07-17;,7-05-01.

YLD, 67-04-10.

1July 26, 1867, Bossier, Dobie to Sheridan,” esefhin ‘July 26, 1867, Bossier, Dobie to ForsyMARA,
RG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 6.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

those areas “if the registration is left to thoseowsay they accept ‘the military bill under
protest.”*?

In most parishes, the military authorities suceekith finding at least some competent,
qualified and sincerely Republican officers, buteha enough to fill all the offices required.
In Rapides, the chairman of the board of regisiratAzariah F. Wilde, complained that both
his colleagues, George Dorman and John Stroebeg wmit for their task. Dorman quit
voluntarily, but Stroeber wished to stay on desp&@g hardly able to read or write, leaving
Wilde and his clerk to do all the actual work. lle$bto, two registrars notified the military
supervisor that their chairman, John Cheneyvilég loudly proclaimed that he “did not care
how the registration progressed as long as heveatdiis $8 per day for being idle.” In Winn,
one of the registrars, T. S. Bacon did not join ltkard until several days after it convened,
and after a few days claimed he had to leave tdcses other duties as Freedmen’s Bureau
agent in Winn and postmaster in Alexandria. Theroen, William Wright, requested Bacon
removed, since “if the board can do the work fochsa length of time, | trust it can be
completed without further assistancé.”

Despite such difficulties, registration commend@aughout the state on May 1. The
conservative press continued to broadcast a ctnflicmessage, rejecting military
Reconstruction on principle, but urging whites &tgipate in the election fully in order to
minimize its repercussions. Whites complained thaards of registration interpreted the
Reconstruction Act too strictly by refusing to regr those whom they considered ineligible,
even if they had taken the requisite oath. An apinby Johnson’s attorney general, Henry
Stanbery, in early June, supported their conterttiah registrars had to accept all those who
would swear the oath. Only a legal charge of pgrgould then prevent those swearing
falsely from voting, a procedure that most likelpwid last until well past the election dafe.
The mostly Republican registrars, to the whitesigrin, ignored the ruling and continued to
refuse registration to those whom they believedigide. They even petitioned the military
authorities to strike men from the list whom thagcdvered to be disqualified after having
previously registered them. The registrars quitidgame the particular target of conservative

whites’ anger against military Reconstruction. CGdisenfranchised resident of Rapides

12 1bid.; ‘April 9, 1867, Shreveport, Flood to Deaapid ‘April 18, 1867, Shreveport, Flood to SterlifdARA,

RG 105, M1905, reel 100, frames 388, 389; Augudi8®,7, Bellevue, Boon to Forsyth,” NARA, RG 393rtph
entry 4575, box 6.

¥‘May 9, 1867, Alexandria, Wilde to Forsyth,’ ‘Jud8, 1867, Natchitoches, Pierce to Forsyth [1]d adune
13, 1867, Natchitoches, Pierce to Forsyth [2],” NlIRG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 5.

“NT, 67-05-15; LD, 67-06-05; BB, 67-06-08.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

exploded when the board refused to register hiraneafter repeated applications: “I don’t
care a D... and | am going to register or | will dtb | can to tear the United States
Government to pieces.” The US Congress, as farasds concerned, might “sink into the
bottom of Hell and the quicker the betté?.”

By the end of May, registered blacks outnumberédes by wide margins in every
parish along the Red River except Winn. Consereatmites publicly continued to express
their acquiescence in the political process anduterant F. E. Pierce, stationed in
Natchitoches, reported “a feeling on the part apeetable citizens to cheerfully do all in
their power to aid in the reconstruction of th@spective parishes.” He assured his superiors
that “if any rowdies should attempt to interfergtwany one of the boards, that there are good
citizens enough to immediately quell and crush angh movement.” Troops, he was
confident, would not be needed to keep the peadagieither registration or the electith.
Under the surface, however, tensions mounted, bscame increasingly clear to the white
population that they would not be able to contted black vote. The conservative press
increasingly insisted that “submission to theseslalwes not necessarily imply approbation or
an acknowledgment of their justice.” Conservativéites also complained about the
demoralizing effect that political organization hae black laborers, even while they
maintained to have “no wish to prevent the negifo@® exercising their right of suffrage
under the law, according to the best of their light knowledge”

As blacks began to register en masse, such tensidnnot remain confined to the
pages of the press. In the southern portion of dRegParish, near Bayou Boeuff, a white man
named Hase accosted some freedpeople leaving tecgoineeting. The freedpeople fired
some warning shots and Hase fled, but they follohied to his house, briefly arrested him,
and soon released him unharmed. In Bossier, thegulaVilliam Harrison refused to allow
his freedmen to leave the plantation to registére freedmen chose to leave their homes,
rather than give up their newfound political rightghile they gathered their belongings from
their cabins an enraged Harrison “took a doublegbzd gun from Joe Robinson and called to
Isaac Crawford to stop and the boy did not stoglganough for him and he shot him twice.”

He then proceeded to beat the murdered boy’s fatiiter a stick. Throughout the region,

| D, 67-06-19, 67-06-26; ‘May 2, 1867, Alexandriljlde to Forsyth,” ‘June 29, 1867, Alexandria Wilt®
Forsythe,” and ‘August 2, 1867, Alexandria, WildeRorsyth,” NARA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 5

8| D, 67-05-22; BB, 67-05-25; ‘May 23, 1867, Natciuhes, Pierce to Forsyth,” NARA, RG 393, part Inen
4575, box 4.

BB, 67-06-01; LD, 67-05-15; NT, 67-05-08.
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4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

Bureau agents received complaints from freedmemidged by their employers for no other
reason than registering and intending to vote tiyeuRlican ticket®

In Rapides, a quarrel between Registrar Wilde taedDemocratic sheriff, James R.
Andrews, nearly came to blows after letters fromdé&/ito General Sheridan and Provisional
Governor Benjamin F. Flanders became public. Heptaimed of Andrews’s unwillingness
to prosecute whites for crimes against freedpeqyagicularly following the murder of Ned
Jefferson by Thomas McNeely in which Andrews alldvtiee prisoner to escape after he had
been remanded to jail to await trial. Wilde urgddniéers to have Andrew removed and a
Republican, A. J. Sypher, appointed in his steadittlé over a week later, Andrews entered
the office of parish recorder Moore, where the longéitary commander, Colonel J. C. Bates,
Wilde and others were gathered. Andrew spat on &itio then put his hand to his breast
and partly drew out his pistol. Bates quickly defdighe confrontation and Andrews left the
room. As soon as he learned that the cause ofrthem&nt was an official act by Wilde,
Bates had Andrews arrested, releasing him on Inayl after he learned that his presence was
required for upcoming court business. Wilde toakittsult seriously, asking the departmental
command in New Orleans to provide him with protactior else to allow him to make it a
personal matter, allowing him, under the honor coalehallenge Andrews to a ddél.

Despite such tensions, interference in the electio Natchitoches and Rapides
parishes remained limited to occasional incidems & complaints by whites of the
freedpeople’s neglect of their work in favor ofesitling political meetings. Although the
Democratendorsed a call by th@uachita Telegraptio no longer employ any freedpeople
who joined the Republican Party, there is no intthcathat white planters implemented such
a boycott on a large scale. In both these parighegegistration and election passed off
without major incidents, returning large majoritiagavor of the convention. In Natchitoches,
in fact, following the elections, Freedmen’s Buregent James Cromie complained only that

a few white Republicans had “marshaled up [thedireen] in ranks and took all opposition

8:May 10, 1867, Alexandria, Williams to Cromie,” @riMay 15, 1867, Alexandria, Williams to Sterling,’
NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 52, frames 578, 581; MNedy 1867, Shreveport, Monroe to Sterling,” ‘Church
Robinson Deposition,” enclosed in ‘May 14, 1867reseport, Monroe to Cutts,” and ‘May 31, 1867, Semort,
Monroe to Sterling,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 1f1@mes 393, 394, 396; ‘Sparta Journal of Businessy
May 19, 1867," NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 102, fra#8.

19 “August 19, 1867, Alexandria, Wilde to Forsythrida'/August 31, 1867, Alexandria, Bates to ForsyM®RA,
RG 393, part 1, entry 4575, boxes 5, 6; ‘AugustiBR7, Alexandria, Bates to AAAG,” NARA, RG 393,rp8,
entry 287, box 1.
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tickets from them and caused them to vote theketi€ thus preventing them “to exercise
their right as freemerf®

Further north, white opposition to black politicaarticipation coalesced over the
summer into what a petition from Caddo Republicimmed “a general sense of insecurity
[...] in this locality, to such an extent that thdas practically no freedom of speech” or of
assembly. The Shreveport agent for the Freedmeuntedd similarly reported that whites
threatened and abused all loyal men. A “party ffans” whipped a “respectable and orderly”
Northern man in broad daylight and publicly insdleejustice of the peace for advocating the
removal of certain official® In early August, Edward B. Benton, a Unionist whoved to
Shreveport after the war, wrote General Sheridagaimplain of an attack on him by a
“notorious ex-guerrilla captain John Jacobs” and &ssociates. They choked, beat, and
attempted to stab him, as punishment for a petiBemton had presented requesting the
removal of some of the conservative city officials.

Despite the intentions of the Reconstruction Acts)servative whites still dominated
local government, protecting Jacobs and his ilkmfrthe legal consequences of such a
politically motivated assault. A justice of the peavho witnessed the assault fined the leader
a mere 25 dollars for breaching the peace. He edfts take the victim’s statement, warning
him “in a threatening tone and manner [...] that had come here since the war, any speech
had better be guarded.” The military authoritied haither the resources nor the jurisdiction

to interfere in such cases and, according to Benton

threats are daily made by these desperate redalvsuto rise suddenly and clean out
the handful of soldiers stationed here, massa@edgroes, and escape by flight to
Mexico, and this class of desperadoes, in thisshand vicinity, so far outnumber the
soldiers that they appear to be prepared and pngpty execute their threats and

leave the country which they consider will be ofuse to them after Reconstructidn.

2D, 67-05-15, 67-05-29, 67-08-28; NT, 67-05-08uri@ 30, 1867, Natchitoches, Cromie to Parker, and
‘September 30, 1867, Natchitoches, Cromie to Park¢ARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 90, frames 53, 76;
‘September 20, 1867, Natchitoches, Miller, trimdytteport,” and ‘September 30, 1867, Natchitochdaler,
trimonthly report, NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 9ltafmes 671, 674; September 30, 1867, Alexandria,
Williams, trimonthly report,” NARA, RG 105, M190%¢el 53, frame 966; ‘October 1, 1867, Alexandridldé/

to Forsyth,” NARA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4575, Haix

2L June 24, 1867, Shreveport, Register et al. taiSae,’ NARA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287, box 2; ‘dust 10,
1867, Shreveport, Monroe to Parker,” NARA, RG 188905, reel 100, frame 404.

22:August 8, 1867, Shreveport, Benton to SheridAARA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287, box 1.
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It is unlikely that conservative whites ever sesiyuconsidered such a scorched earth strategy,
but Benton’s words accurately capture the desparaderecalcitrant mindset, which, over the
ensuing months, would lead to a virtual reign afde throughout much of the South as
whites sought to reestablish their political, eqoig and racial dominance.

Similarly, in neighboring Bossier, “the Rebel $pis not extinguished,” according to
election registrar Dobie. Although the white popigia had received him and his colleagues
“with a kind of politeness,” it was “often of a nging kind, that reminds me more of ghastly
grins than smiles, and more of fear than love.”tSuk. Boon, the only local man to receive
them with sincere courtesy and respect, was “tdeatith the utmost contempt and insult
wherever we have been, yet his most inveterate ieseaharge him with no other offence
than his unswerving loyalty to the Union and nowirerin the capacity of a US officer.” He
went on to warn Sheridan that “every plan and ttiek can be invented by the ablest minds
of the country are being practiced upon [the freege] to induce them to vote with the
Rebel party and without strong protection (militémg best) no one dare publicly advise them
of their interests

Nothing, however, caused so much tension as thes npmlitical meetings of
freedpeople organized in local Republican clubs.it¥éhboth resented and feared these
meetings, which were a visible reminder of the toscks’ newfound autonomy. In the white
imagination, freedmen attended these meetings ammedthe clubs served no legitimate
political purpose, but functioned as a trainingugrd for a supposed black insurrection. In the
face of such a threat - however unrealistic - englitary interference seemed a desirable
alternative. In DeSoto, R. J. Boarman wrote to éutlgmes J. Weems to get troops sent to the
parish as he feared “to leave the helpless womdrchitdren to be slaughtered and butchered
in a war of race against race.” The local commandé&tsutenant Thomas Latchford,
forwarded the request, but noted that the freedhaahnot “committed any overt acts” to
warrant interference and that the only troops hexlad were on account of possible violence
by jittery whites?®* The local Bureau agent, Thomas Carey, confirmedhfard’s assessment,
reporting “no hostile demonstrations made in trasigh by the freedmen” and “no military
companies or secret organizations.” The only timg @ame armed it was because of threats

from whites to break up their meeting. Carey meftrihoutside of town and requested they

#3+July 26 1867, Bossier, Dobie to Sheridan,” NARRG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 6.
24August 7, 1867, Shreveport, Latchford to SpaldifARA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287, box4; ‘August 3
1867, Mansfield, Boarman to Weems,’ enclosed id.lIbi

125
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leave their weapons in the military camp to avordvpcation, which they did. All other
meetings he attended had been “quiet and ord&tly.”

A few weeks later, on August 16, tensions surraumgbolitical meetings in Bossier
nearly erupted into violence. According to a ‘sta¢mt of facts’ signed by dozens of
prominent whites, hundreds of armed freemen attbnlde meeting, posting armed guards
around the perimeter. They harassed the whitestudub to attend, briefly disarming two of
them, B. B. Matlock and Thomas Smith, at gunpdhailowing the meeting they “marched
from the grounds in military order” stopping anés#ing passing whites. They also released
a black horse thief, arrested on warrant, from @me@ constable’s custody. These incidents,
claimed the petitioners, “prove the widespreaditspfrlawlessness and incendiarism, which
is caused by the example and teaching of two eethresponsible white men.” Here too, the
perceived threat of a black uprising, overrodeinges dislike of military interference and
the petition requested “a small detail of troop&écstationed at Benton, at least temporarily.”
Around the same time, near Black Bayou, in thehveestern tip of Caddo, a party of whites
abused the freedmen “for holding political meetin@ne was shot, 15 or 20 taken to
Jefferson [Texas] and turned over to the post conti@a’ Thomas Monroe, the local Bureau
agent, tended to sympathize with the whites inghmatters, blaming the excitement on the
political clubs, at which freedmen attend “all admearade and drill like soldiers, they have
their pickets and patrols and stop all whom theyeha suspicion of.” Although he deemed
both races at fault in Black Bayou, he particulddgmed “the members of the political club
[...] for all the disturbances which took plac8.”

Generals Sheridan and Joseph A. Mower, who comethatite District of Louisiana,
distrusted these reports. Although they ordereddbal military commanders to investigate,
they also gave explicit instructions to find outetlier whites had not themselves provoked
the black militancy they complained TfLatchford reported at the end of October that the
arrest of Matlock and Smith had been committed des “evil disposed freedmen” and one
of the black leaders, James Hickory, immediately them released. The release of the horse

thief had also been committed by a few individuats route to the meeting, but with no

% paugust 30, 1867, Mansfield, Cary to Forsyth,” NARRG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 6.

%6 ‘August 19, 1867, n.p., Cummings et al. to CuttSg¢ptember 15, 1867, New Orleans, Mower to Haffsuf
NARA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4498, boxes 3, 4; ‘AsgR0, 1867, Shreveport, Monroe to Parker,” ‘Sejenio,
1867, Shreveport, Monroe to Parker,” NARA, RG 188905, reel 100, frames 405, 408.

?"*Endorsement of September 3, 1867, in ‘August 2867, Shreveport, Monroe to Parker,’ and ‘Endoessm
of September 16, 1867, in ‘September 7, 1867, Delgans Harper to Hartsuff,” NARA, RG 393, parehjry
4498, box 3.
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known connection to the Republican leadership. hfatd further concluded that the only
reason the freedmen attended armed and postedsguaad because of reports that the
meeting was to be broken up, their American flagpéotaken away from them, and their
registration papers and weapons to be confiscated.freedmen had determined “that no
body of men should take them away without a figitirice then, no troubles had occurred,
which “goes conclusively to show, that the armirfighemselves (freedmen) at the meeting
was done only for self-defense, as the rumors weseich a character as would justify4.”

By September, as the date for the elections appesh military officials in charge of
the Fifth Military District received conflicting ghals as to what to expect. Lieutenant F. E.
Pierce, the military supervisor for the registratim northwestern Louisiana, expected no
difficulty except possibly in DeSoto, where “themdy element seems to have obtained the
mastery” over the “disposition manifested by thepextable portion of the community to
quell all outbreaks of lawless conduct.” General wdg commanding the District of
Louisiana, on the other hand, warned that “seriomgble may be reasonably anticipated at
the coming election,” which he had not enough teotipdeal with. The reports of trouble he
forwarded clustered around two areas: the Floraléspes above Baton Rouge and the Red
River region®

Following the election, Dobie reported from Bossia “the failure of a legal election
at three or four precincts in this parish.” At Qaméburg and Rocky Mount precincts, local
whites arrested the commissioners of election ufaee pretenses on the morning of the
election. At Cotton Valley, a colored commissiomeas induced to resign and the returns
from Cane precinct were not signed by all three ro@ssioners. In Caddo, the registrar and
commissioner F. J. Burgess fled from Summer Groeeipct after Andrew Pickens ordered
him to vacate the building designated for electighithough later investigation showed that
Burgess had been drunk and probably overreactedytes could be cast in his preciftt.

Complaints from Spring Ridge, where planters dss@d numerous freedmen who
voted the convention ticket, appeared more serigestenant Latchford sent a detachment to

investigate. During the investigation, a party @ white men rode up to the two privates

% October 24, 1867, Shreveport, Latchford to GraS&RA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4498, box 3
29:September 5, 1867, Natchitoches, Pierce to GEMARA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 4; Septemb5,
1867, New Orleans, Mower to Hartsuff,’ NARA, RG 3%@&rt 1, entry 4498, box 4. On the Florida Passtee:
Samuel C. Hyde JrRistols and Politics: The Dilemma of Democracy mulsiana’s Florida Parishes, 1810-
1899(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Pres88)9

%9:October 4, 1867, Bellevue, Dobie to Gentry,” NARRG 393, part 1, entry 4575, box 6; ‘Septemberi867,
Shreveport, Monroe to Parker,” NARA, RG 105, M196#I 100, frame 409.
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guarding the detachment’s wagon. After a brief exge they “drew their revolvers and
presented them to the heads and breasts of thersoldompelling them to give up their arms
[...] and cutting the four mules from the wagon daking the same away with them.” This
incident is particularly noteworthy, as it is onevery few cases in which militant whites
directly attacked federal troops. Throughout Retroigtion, soldiers generally remained safe
from aggression, as conservatives feared the isecemtervention that a direct attack on the
military might provoke. Not surprisingly, in an aregthere even federal troops were not safe,
no one dared confirm the complaints of freedmemdpelischarged for voting, including a
number who had come to Shreveport days earlidgtoa affidavit to that effect:

Such incidents did not affect the outcome of tleet®ns, even in the most troubled
parishes. Bossier, Caddo, and DeSoto all returndx$tantial majorities in favor of the
convention and elected large numbers of Republasegates. In most of the Red River
Valley, and throughout the state, the electionsg@@éff without any large scale violence
against black voters. With large numbers of whitesdranchised and many others refusing to
participate, the Republicans won a huge victorysueng their dominance at the
constitutional convention. However, the variousdeats and tensions surrounding these first
biracial election in Louisiana would prove an omiagportent for the massive violence to

come in 1868.

Rehearsal for Terror

At the end of November 1867, a change in militaoynmand took place in Louisiana that

significantly affected the administration of thatstover the next year, including the elections
in April and November. Philip. H. Sheridan had coamaled either the state of Louisiana or
the Fifth Military District since May of 1865 untiloseph Mower succeeded him in
September 1867, a few weeks before the electiomdh Bhese generals had behaved
sympathetically towards the Republicans in theestatervening when necessary in the voter
registration and election process and removingiaf§ who did not adhere to the terms of the
Reconstruction Acts. On November 29, Winfield S.nktack, a conservative Democrat,

assumed control and immediately restored contrthefstate to the civil authorities. He used
his appointive powers to place conservative whitesnany key positions, including the

31 :September 30, 1867, Shreveport, Latchford to Boky NARA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287. Box 2.
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governorship. He also loosened Sheridan’s regiristion voter registration for whites,
allowing numerous minor antebellum officials to istgr. These changes in voter registration
“speeded the recovery of the Democratic Party hadceventual demise of the Republicaffs.”

Hancock’s conservatism quickly brought him intoitict with Grant, and at the end
of March 1868 he resigned in favor of his subortinaGeneral Robert C. Buchanan.
Buchanan assumed command less than a month ba®rddctions scheduled for April 16
and 17, when voters would cast ballots for rattf@ma of the constitution as well as elect state
and local officials. He allowed the changes in sagtion initiated by Hancock to continue,
earning him the enmity of Republican organizer Bégp B. Packard, who chaired the
statewide board of registration appointed by thasttutional convention. In response to
Hancock’s conservative policies, this board hadoagpd a board of supervisors for each
parish, to gather evidence of any Democratic frthat might be perpetrated. In its final
report, Packard and his associates blamed the iféhoattitude assumed by the two
Commanding Generals” for “much of the unfairnesd antrages perpetrated by a class of
men who lay such high claims to capacity for seernment.®®

The report by the Republican board stands in sbanprast to Dawson’s conclusions
that Buchanan “was perhaps the most objective amerfinded commander to serve in the
state during the postwar years.” More generallycdhtradicts his and other historians’
conclusion that these elections passed of quieith Wttle or “no reports of violence
associated with the election even though blackertegly voted in large numbers.” Packard
and his associates, on the other hand insisteditblance, intimidation, and fraud marred the
elections, costing the Republicans their majontynumerous parishes throughout the state,
including DeSoto, Caddo, and Bienville. In otherig@es, including Bossier, Republicans
saw their majority drastically shrink compared tep@mber 1867* While Packard
undoubtedly had partisan motivations for reportidigorders in parishes lost by the
Republicans, there is ample evidence that the A8 elections did not pass of as
peacefully as Dawson and other historians haveneldi In the northwestern parishes, in

particular, conservative whites experimented witinategies of resistance that would

¥2 DawsonArmy Generals and Reconstructj@®—-73, [quote: 73]; CSS, 40-1, HOR. Ex. 291, 97-3

¥ 3. B. Packard, Chairman et @keport of the Board of Registration to the Genekasembly(New Orleans
1868), 1, 2.

% |bid., 4-8, 12-13, 15-17; BB, 68-05-09; LD, 68-28: DawsonArmy Generals and Reconstructjorb, 77;
Taylor, Louisiana Reconstructed57-158; TunnellCrucible of Reconstructigri53-154.
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subsequently spread across the state in the mtwatisig up to the Presidential elections in
November.

Although some few blacks may have voted againstcibnstitution voluntarily, the
vast majority of such votes, as well as blacksh#igant levels of abstention, almost certainly
represented the result of illicit white pressurehitds, on the other hand, voted against the
constitution nearly unanimously. Only in Winn, whibad harbored significant numbers of
Unionists during the war, did more than a handfukbites vote in favor of the constitutioh.
Even here, though, white support for Republicanieoreased sharply, from over 300 votes
in favor of calling the convention in Septemberjust 113 in favor of ratification in April,
ensuring the defeat of the constitution and thetele of Democratic officials in the parish. In
Bienville, where blacks had held only a tenuous aatlyge over whites in the 1867
registration, 92 black votes against the constituissured Republican defeat in that parish.
In Bossier, about 300 fewer blacks voted in Agrdrt had in September and of the remainder
about a quarter voted against the constitutiorh@lgh blacks outnumbered whites by two to
one, the constitution passed by only 229 out oRlvetes cast. Conservative whites’ greatest
victories, however, came in Caddo and DeSoto. Hbelacks had held an advantage in
registration of 2210 and 1080 voters and won by8l&Rd 1354 votes respectively in
September 1867. In April, both parishes returnegbnigs of nearly 500 votes in opposition
to ratification, with hundreds of blacks eitherysitgy away from the polls or voting with the
Democrats. Only Natchitoches and Rapides parisheslittle or no decline in Republican
support between September 1867 and April 1868.

Equally significant, the April elections saw thelipcal organization of conservative
whites under the banner of the Conservative-DentiocRarty, aligned with the national
Democracy. In the South, Democrats remained esdlgnta one-issue party, focused
exclusively on overturning and undermining Recargton and reestablishing white
supremacy. In Bossier, for instance, the paristiypalatform conceded equal protection of
the law in rights of property and person for theetipeople, but went on to claim that “the

interest of neither [race] will be promoted by cemiing upon the negro the power of an

% For evidence of wartime Unionism in Winn see: @diStates War Departmefithe War of the Rebellion: a
Compilation of the Official Records of the UnionrdaBonfederate Armie@Vashington, DC: GPO 1880-1901),
Series 1, Volume XXX, part Il (1880), 732-733.

% Election results for the September 1867 electiage been preserved only for Caddo, DeSoto, Bgssier
Sabine and Winn. For the other parishes only nedieh results by race are available as a measuréhé
Republican strength in each parish. Statisticseeduliom: CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, xxixi grart 2,
503-504; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Rep. 61, 4; Donald W. BdiRatification of the Constitution of 1868 - Redmf
Votes,” Louisiana History6, no. 3 (1965): 303—-304.
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elector or juror, and we will use all lawful measthwart the efforts of those who would
place the intelligent white race of the South &t tihercy of the ignorant negrd”’Blacks, in

other words, were to enjoy only so much equal ptaie as a whites would grant them,
without the privileges of citizenship that wouldsene them the power to enforce such rights.

Since blacks formed a majority of the electorateLouisiana, the party of white
supremacy faced a dilemma, even in the absenaauitsisement of large numbers of white
voters. Some whites sincerely believed they midtiaet sufficient black votes to overturn
the constitution, “so soon as the negro was satighat he could do as he pleased, and that
his doing as he pleased would not endanger hisldragor bring upon him the authority of
the government, he was immediately ready to unitk the old citizens of the state.” Many
die-hard white supremacists, however, did not &aliin stooping to that, and | shall perhaps
die with that feeling. | believe that God made Hedéence between the white man and the
negro, and | do not believe that any law of thetéthiStates can change th¥tThe logical
consequence of such a position implied that a Deatiecvictory would involve either
preventing large numbers blacks from voting or iftgcthem by violence or intimidation to
vote against their inclinations. Throughout Recaurgdion, conservative whites experimented
with both strategies, trying to get blacks to vie them voluntarily, but often resorting to
violence, intimidation and economic blackmail whee freedpeople proved unamenable to
persuasion.

In Natchitoches and Rapides parishes, whites terde prefer persuasion over
violence and intimidation. In Natchitoches, as wisere, whites founded a Democratic-
Conservative party around which to organize thepasition to the constitution. The
Natchitoches Spectatom Democratic paper launched a few months befloee election,
attacked the entire federally supervised processuranstitutional, but its opposition
remained relatively civilized compared to that inreunding parishes. The Bureau agent in
the parish reported the elections to have pasdegLigdtly, except for planters’ complaints of
freedpeople neglecting their duties in the weelmto voting>®

In Rapides, the elections also passed off quidihe local Bureau agent reported no
disturbances in Alexandria except that a “few @f tlolored people had, owing to the idle talk

of some worthless whites in the parish, anticipatedence on their way to the polls and

%' BB, 68-02-22.
% CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 679-681, paR9D-296.
%9NS, 68-02-27; ‘April 20, 1868, Natchitoches, Mill® Warren,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 91, frant&l7
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came to town armed.” Some freedmen also reportgd ¢éimployers having threatened to fire

them if they voted the Republican ticket, but tigerst doubted such threats would be carried
out® The absence of physical intimidation or violeniceywever, masked a marked increase
in rhetorical aggression towards Republicans iti@dar and blacks in general in the weeks
and months leading up to the election. In Novemaeaneeting of planters chaired by former

governor Wells’s brother Montfort adopted resolnidhat not only sought to undermine the
freedpeople’s bargaining power by regulating wages,also urged planters to refrain from

hiring any freedpeople who “have organized thenmesela political clubs and by their general

demeanor on the plantations and at the ballot lispoder a manifest opposition to the peace
of society and the quiet enjoyment of our rightgpadperty, advocating confiscation of our

lands, whilst they are employed by ¢8.”

By February over a hundred prominent whites in pagish established a local
Democratic-Conservative party to organize the “gpjan to the destructive Radical Party”
and “restore to the country constitutional governtnend to ourselves our personal and
political rights.” The newly minted party immedibt@lenounced black enfranchisement as an
“infamous scheme to subject the whites of the Stwtihe domination of their former slaves.”
Over the next weeks, the party appointed commissgfor each ward in the parish and
together with the editors of ti@gemocratthe party urged whites to take advantage of the les
restrictive registration rules. As a result, ovéB4additional whites compared to 138 blacks
availed themselves of the opportunity to regisiére conservatives, however, failed to strike
from the lists the “thousands of fraudulent votdsdy claimed had been enrolled by “corrupt
individuals sent through the country by SheridaAlthough no widespread aggression
against black voters occurred, white voters in Bapifaced enormous pressure to vote the
Democratic ticket. A few days before the electitme Democratinsisted that every white
man should vote an open ticket, so that any whitéisig for the Republicans could easily be
identified. As a result, of 960 whites who voted|yol9 supported the constitution, nearly all
of them candidates for officé.

The virulence of th®emocrats white supremacism paled beside that ofBaaner

With the elections still months away, the editavymly proclaimed that

40«April 20, 1868, Alexandria, Buttrick to WarreJARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 52, frame 509.

*11D, 67-11-20.

“21D, 68-02-12, 68-02-19, 68-02-26, 68-03-25, 68184-68-04-22; Davis, “Ratification of the Constitut,”
303.
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Before we would give our consent to such politidagradation in Louisiana, before
we would vote to open the white man’s ballot-boxany State - the jury-box in any
white man’s court - the school rooms of Louisiameelsewhere dedicated to white
children, or the parlor of any white man’s housepared for the comfort of white
men, women and children, upon a political, educati@r social equality with a negro
mulatto or quadroon - male or female - we woulddredl the negroes in America [...]
and all their negro-equalizing aiders and abetorsome barren island, plant there a
thousand fathoms in guano, picketed and posted @itek fire on the inner lines,

and with cholera, yellow fever, seven year itch ammll-pox on the outer one¥.”

As in Rapides, Bossier Parish whites organizednfigdves under the Democratic-
Conservative banner, in the hope of voting downcthrestitution. No means, fair or foul were
to be shunned and th&gannerurged its reader to kill the constitution “as yooul kill a
snake, with whatever you can lay your hands ome; fence-rails, mud, brimstone, Kluklux
Klans, or the devil's walking cane.” These meartduded publically slapping the Republican
organizer John H. McVean from Shreveport - a “whkale vender [sic] of radical poison,
rape, murder, arson etc.” when he tried to givampmaign speech in the towns of Bellevue
and Bentorf! Under such pressure, only two whites dared votiwor of the constitution,
while almost 350 blacks voted against it. 700 nmexgistered blacks did not vote at all, but
with a 1500 voter advantage in registration theu®épans still managed to carry the election
by over 200 vote®>

In Bienville, where whites had only a relativelynall disadvantage in registration,
they succeeded in voting down the constitutionart py getting 92 blacks to vote against it.
According to whites this was the result of a steinigbut peaceful effort by whites to convert
blacks to their cause, but Packard’s board repdhati“bodies of armed men rode through
the country, threatening to kill colored men if yh@ent to the polls.” Election supervisors
feared for their lives and concluded that “the gaheonduct of the election, so far as an
expression of the popular will is concerned, wastost perfect farce imaginable.” Packard
undoubtedly had partisan motivations for wanting #tections in Bienville revised, so that
the Democratic representative to the state legistadind possibly Democratic local officials
might be replaced by Republicans. Other evidenppas his contentions that at least some

unwarranted influence was exercised by the whitgsrévent the freedmen from giving the

BB, 67-11-02.
44 BB, 68-04-11
4 Davis, “Ratification of the Constitution,” 303.
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Republicans a majority. The Bureau agent for thaspainitially reported the elections
peaceful “although some unprincipled, desperateachers of the white population here
would not hesitate to resort to force and violemcerder to prevent freedmen from casting
their votes.” Once the election had passed, howeler received scattered reports of
freedpeople who had been dismissed by their emplfmyrevoting the Republican ticket.
Moreover, a month after the election the Republicandidate for sheriff, William H.
Honneus, was shot, though not fatally, for histjmal activities?®

While evidence of violence and intimidation in Bulle and Bossier is somewhat
circumstantial, it is far clearer in Caddo and D®eSdlo more than half a dozen Republicans
dared to campaign politically in those parishes @it good reason. When McVean, W. S.
Mudgett and C. C. Antoine went from Shreveport tarnfield to campaign there, four
notorious murderers followed them, hoping to ambtsdm along the way. Only with the
help of a local black man, who guided them throagéwamp at night, did they evade their
pursuers. After giving their speeches, under thategtion of an army detachment, they
quickly left Mansfield to return home. On the wagck they picketed their campsite with
armed freedmen, who repeatedly halted whites intemt murdering the Republican
organizerd.” The troops stationed in Mansfield had been seth@tequest of Stephen Hill,
the chairman of the parish’s board of registratishp had warned the military command that
“but very few freedmen will have the courage toevot favor of the constitution. The white
men, almost to a unit, are bitterly opposed tarij make open threats to the freedmen if they
vote in favor of it, in fact, they are completehtimidated ad threats against their lives are
made, if they should attempt to hold political negs!” The very few white Unionists in the
parish fared no better than the freedpeople. Cuasee whites beat them up in broad
daylight and openly threatened the Freedmen’s Buragent and the registrars with
violence?®

In DeSoto, as a result of the widespread violamnieel at the beginning of this chapter,

the constitution was defeated by nearly 500 vatespite an overwhelming black majority in

“®|bid.; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 656-6670-672, part 2, 438-440; Packard et Beport of the
Board 12-13; ‘April 10, 1868, Sparta, Schayer to Wayréhpril 20, 1868, Sparta, Schayer to Warren,” #p
24, 1868, Sparta, Schayer to Norton,” ‘April 28688 Sparta, Schayer to Hattan,” and ‘May 31, 1&§8arta,
Bean to Warren,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 102nfes 13, 15, 16, 22.

47«ppril 16, 1868, Shreveport, McVean to Warmothrida‘April 29, 1868, Shreveport, Mudgett to Warmoth,
Warmoth Papergeel 1, frames 1033, 1069.

8 March 29, 1868, Mansfield, Hill to Gentry,” and &th 31, 1868, Mansfield, Hill to Gentry,” NARA, R&3,
part 1, entry 4498, box 6.
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registration, and most local offices went to thenDeratic candidate’.In Caddo, whites
employed similarly blatant strategies in their ef§do swing the election. In one precinct, the
planters simply refused to allow the registrarsige their land for the election. Elsewhere, “a
band of armed men [stood] near the polls, who dedevoters from casting ballots except as
they directed, actually taking in some instanceshtllots offered by voters and tearing them
in pieces in view of the commissioners and the not&round Shreveport, armed whites
guarded the roads into the city, while they laidthep ferries and skiffs on the river to prevent
freedmen from the countryside coming into town tdev Under such circumstances, about
half of the 3000 blacks who had registered in 18#i7not vote at all and of the remainder
about a third voted against the constitution, tugnpotential 2200 majority into a 500 vote
loss for the Republican®.

The Organization of Terror

In the months leading up to the Presidential edacin November of 1868 the political
tensions that had gradually built up over the pieuag electoral contests exploded into an
orgy of violence aimed at white Republicans andclblaoters that engulfed much of
Louisiana. The Red River, where conservative whited experimented with strategies of
violent resistance during the preceding electideg,at the epicenter of this explosion. The
experience of the preceding year contributed toseovative whites’ willingness to use
violence in a number of interrelated ways. Firsgyt responded aggressively to the loss of
local political power as a result of Republicancass at both the state and local level in the
April elections. White militants particularly targel elected officials and Republican
organizers of both races. Secondly, the effectaibifary Reconstruction convinced Southern
whites that only by regaining power at the natidea€l could they secure a continued white
dominance of the South. A Republican presidentfhenother hand, entailed the threat of
further federal interference. Finally, the outcoaighe earlier elections proved that but very
few freedmen would vote the Democratic ticket veduity in majority-black Louisiana. Only
by preventing blacks from voting through violencedaeconomic coercion, might

conservative whites reclaim political dominion otieeir former slaves

“9 Davis, “Ratification of the Constitution,” 303.
*0|bid.; Packard et alReport of the Board4-7; ‘April 21, 1868, Shreveport, McVean to Warimo Warmoth
Papers reel 1, frame 1044; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154t paxxix.
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The Democrats made little effort to hide theiremtion of overthrowing Republican
rule by any means necessary, although they remaiaedful to avoid explicitly advocating
violence, instead alluding to it through indirect \mague language. William H. Scanland,
editor of theBannerand prominent local Democrat, came closest toxaticit call to arms,

when he decried Radicalism as

a demon whose dangerous and destructive agencis$ Ipeu counteracted and
destroyed by the worst remedies that can be admiat No ‘medicine’ is so
efficacious as that which is leveled with concetelafury. Our code of warfare
corresponds with that of our oppressors - no caiges no truce as long as the black

flag is unfurled upon the ramp of fanaticish.

Two concomitant developments during the summedrfalh of 1868 gave conservative
whites the means and opportunity to turn the sporamlence accompanying the earlier
electoral contests into a virtual ‘reign of terrdinroughout much of the state. First, whites
began to organize themselves in clandestine orgaoins that promoted the use of violence,
most notably the Ku Klux Klan and the Knights oé t¥White Camelia. Secondly, the military
authorities in Louisiana increasingly refused tteifere in the political turmoil, particularly
after Louisiana formally returned to civil rule daly 13, 1868, following the approval by
Congress of the new state constitution and theslkggire’s ratification of the Fourteenth
Amendment.

The Klan came to northwestern Louisiana relativatg, in the summer of 1868, and
it never gained much organizational coherence otrakzed leadership. Instead, militant
white conservatives throughout the region approgdiavarious performative elements
associated with the Klan in their ongoing campafmtimidation of the black populace and
white Republicans. Although one freedman, Solomborias, testified to witnessing men
“wrapped up in white sheets” hang two black wommst incidents involving Klan-like
disguises were in fact relatively harmless. Mordgaurton, a freedman from Mansfield,
DeSoto, reported a man “with a white shroud andeatgong hat” who came into his cabin,
but left when Burton called to his wife to get gisn. Whites in Klan disguise would pretend

to be rebel soldiers raised from the dead. They mat from graveyards and played parlor

1 BB, 68-05-16.
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tricks to enhance the illusion, appearing to rentbregr heads from their bodies and to eat and
drink in impossible quantitie®.

Conservative newspapers made every effort toasiafthe image of the Klan as little
more than a theatrical performance doing no momenhthan giving supposedly gullible
blacks a good fright. Th®hreveport Southwestereported that “ these bloody moon fellows,
in full costume, headed by the grand cyclops edt¢he market house. [...] on their first
appearance they appeared about the size of ordnmangns, but they suddenly shot up to the
height of ten or fifteen feet.” They proceeded timkl “gallon after gallon of the boiling hot”
coffee and ate “all the raw steaks in sight in léss no time” In April, theBanner while
falsely claiming the Klan to be still confined tefhessee, quoted the testimony of a black
man who claimed to have seen a Klansman unscrewelaig both as evidence of the Klan’s
harmlessness and blacks unreliability as witnesEles. next month the paper reprinted an
editorial from theColumbus Dispatclhat avowed the Klan to be essentially a pracjmed
and an inevitable reaction to the establishmentoyfl Leagues by Republicans throughout
the South??

As Elaine Frantz Parsons has argued, the Klan iansupporters consciously
emphasized the theatrical aspects of the orgaaizatooted in Southern minstrel tradition.
They strategically used such *“trivialization thréwugomic or sensationalist framing” as a
smokescreen for the very real violence being peafext. The claim that white men wrapped
in bed sheets might be the ghosts of dead Confieedetddiers was not meant to scare the
black population, who rarely if ever believed suwthims. Instead, it provided whites with
plausible deniability towards a Northern audienicat tfeared a resurgent militancy of the
South>* A. L. Hay, the editor of th&hreveport Newspursued such a strategy when he told
congressional investigators, only “silly peoplelieeed in the Klan: “We look upon ghosts as
imaginary beings and we look upon Ku-Klux as imagji™>° Banking on such misdirection,
various conservative newspapers printed a calidient resistance in the late spring and early
summer of 1868 cloaked in seemingly comical refegsrio the Klan:

2SS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 153-154, 52ift P, 441, 442,

> SW, 68-05-06; BB, 68-04-25, 68-05-09.

* Elaine Frantz Parsons, “Midnight Rangers: Costame Performance in the Reconstruction-Era Ku Klux
Klan,” The Journal of American Histor§2, no. 3 (2005): 813-814; Elaine Frantz Parstifign Skepticism
and Denial in Reconstruction-Era Public Discour3éé Journal of Southern Histo7, no. 1 (2011): 68, 71.
5SS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 342.
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The Ku-Klux klan are kalled upon to kastigate dt &nhy kullered kusses who may
approve the konstitution on being konkocted by kbatemptible karpet-baggers at
the Kapitol. Each klan is kommanded by a karniverd&ernul, who kollects his
komrades with kare and kaution kommensurate with rtiagnitude of the kause.
Whenever konvened they must korrectly give fourrketsigns. these are: kill the
kullered kuss; klean out the karpet-baggers; kthstkonvention; karry konservatism;
konfusion to kongress; konfederates will konquef. Kdurse the klan kreates
konsiderable konsternation among the kongos anil kumning konductors, who
kalculate that their kareer may be kut short byagmbphies. Kowardly kurs, they

kan’t complair®®

The Klan’s intended victims took a very differemew of these activities. Blacks and
white Republicans interviewed by congressional stigators unanimously disclaimed
believing in either the supernatural provenanctherarmless character of the KEnwhile
conservative whites downplayed the Klan, some Riegarbwitnesses emphasized the extent
to which they believed it had penetrated northwest®uisiana. Charles Keeting, a former
deputy US marshal and Republican organizer frone&port, considered all whites in the
area to be Ku-Klux. The DeSoto agent for the FremumBureau, similarly reported that a
purported planters’ association was in fact “a bhaof the Ku Klux Klan, an organized band
of murderers and swindler8®Merrill Gardner, a freedman from Natchitochesjstes! that
the Klansmen were landowning farmers and businessnu just the “wild, reckless young
men” various white witnesses implied. Gardner alksomed to have seen men go out ‘Ku-
Kluxing’ on the night Republican politicians Alfretlason and Richard Faulkner were
brutally attacked?

Given the secrecy surrounding both organizatiGginsgmains almost impossible to
determine the exact relationship between the Klah the Knights of the White Camelia
(KWC). The Klan - or at least Klan-like activitiesexisted throughout the South, but the
KWC remained unique to Louisiana (and possibly w& f®rdering areas in Arkansas and

Texas). Former Confederate colonel and prominetagbatium politician Alcibiades DeBlanc

BB, 68-05-09; LD, 68-06-03Sparta Rural Times68-06-13, quoted in CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154f ga
438-440.

*|bid., part 1, 154, 311, 523, 531.

%8 |bid., part 1, 128; ‘June 10, 1868, Mansfield, Guo Warren,” NARA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287, kix

%9 CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 195, 525, paft46.
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from St. Mary Parish, together with local newspapeblisher Daniel Dennet, founded the
KWC in May of 1867, long before the Klan had reatttee trans-Mississippi stat&.

The KWC served as a bridge between the formal @eatic Party organization and
the violent, illegal, and disreputable Klan. Altlgbunominally secret, numerous prominent
whites, including local political elites throughdiie state, freely admitted to its existence, as
well as their own membership, while dismissing Klan as a figment of the overworked
imagination of the blacks. James G. Dauphine t#kiegestimony as evidence that precludes
“the possibility of any co-existence between the &VEnd the KKK in Louisiana.” A
contemporary report by the Republican state legista on the other hand, concluded that the
KWC is “the real organization which is known to tpablic as the ‘Ku Klux.” A white
Unionist testifying some years later similarly iéiéad “what was called by some the White
Camelia organization, and by others the Ku Klux’oag and the same thiffjwhether the
KWC displaced the Klan in Louisiana or was in fat#ntical with it, is merely a semantic
distinction. The Reconstruction era Klan lackedanigational unity everywhere outside of
Tennessee, and the adaptation by established KWApters, or individual members, of
typical Klan practices was not dissimilar from they the Klan spread throughout the
South®

The existence of the KWC, meanwhile, allowed whitefurther confuse the Northern
public as to the reality of the Klan, attributingports of a secret organization to the existence
of the more placid KWC, rather than the militantKl White witnesses from the Red River
region who admitted to membership of the KWC geheradaimed that it was a civic
organization, which aimed to preserve “the supgyiasf the white race over the black, to
prevent amalgamation, and keep the races purassgilple.” Only the “purest white blood”
might gain membership. Others claimed the orgalmzatas purely defensive, to protect the
whites from “a rising of the colored people” ane thoyal Leagues condoned by Warmoth.
Although some admitted that the Knights’ objectivesluded the maintenance of a white
man’s government, most insisted that its purposere wurely social, rather than political.
Eugene R. Biossat, the editor of ti@emocrat, mayor of Alexandriaand prominent

Democratic kingmaker in Rapides, only reluctantmated that the oath he took upon

% TreleaseWhite Terror 93; Dauphine, “Knights of the White Camelia,” 179

®1 Supplemental Reporkxxii; CSS, 43-2, HOR. Rep. 261, 324; Dauphinénights of the White Camelia,”
181-182.

®2 TreleaseWhite Terror 51-52.
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entering the order included a pledge to “do alanr power to prevent the political affairs of
this country, in whole or in part, passing into Hends of negroes, or other inferior raé&.”

As conservative whites stepped up their oppositimoth legal and extralegal, to
Reconstruction, the army continued to disengagelfitsom the political process and
administration of the state. The military bill hpthced Louisiana under direct military rule,
but this was a constitutional anomaly that not anfuriated Southern whites, but also made
many Northerners and military officers themselvesfqundly uncomfortable. Therefore, as
soon as Congress had readmitted Louisiana to mmeon and Warmoth had formally
entered upon his duties as governor, General Bachtook a step back. Although Buchanan
gave his full support to Warmoth and Dawson creaiits with preventing major disturbances
in New Orleans like the riot of 1866, the army prd\far less effective at keeping the peace in
rural areas. Despite reports of increasing violemce lawlessness in remote areas such as
DeSoto parish, Buchanan decided to concentratertta#l number of troops he had at a few
larger towns on the major riverwa$s.

Buchanan could count on the President’s suppohieasithdrew military support for
Reconstruction. Since the April election, Warmo#l meceived numerous reports of violence,
intimidation, and electoral fraud from his informiemalong the Red River and in other
troubled areas of LouisiafaOn August 1, the recently inaugurated governot adetter to
President Johnson through his trusted associate BolDeane, outlining the situation and
warning that such disruptions now threatened toulrtge entire state as the presidential
elections approached. Deane was to verbally bieforesident on the details of the secretive
KWC, which, according to Warmoth, existed “for tharpose of placing and keeping the
colored people in a condition of inferiority, anglith a view to this end, contemplates and
designs the precipitation of a conflict between twe races.” The young governor,
deprecating the expediency of a possible statetiailivent on to request at least two

regiments of federal cavalry and one of infantngd @an artillery battery, “with orders to

63 CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 275-276, 280;284, 680, 739-40, part 2, 146-147, 318; BB, 896.

% DawsonArmy Generals and Reconstructj@1, 83.

%5 April 16, 1868, Shreveport, McVean to WarmothApril 21, 1868, Shreveport, McVean to Warmoth,” #p
20, 1868, Bayou Boeuff, Walls et al. to Warmoti#\ptil 29, 1868, Shreveport, McVean to Warmoth,” W29,
1868, Shreveport, Mudgett to Warmoth,” and ‘May 2868, Mansfield, Garrett to WarmotiWarmoth Papers
reel 1, frames 1033, 1044, 1047, 1065, 1069, 1Fvéncis Wayne Binning, “Henry Clay Warmoth and
Louisiana Reconstruction” (PhD, University of No@harolina, 1969), 117-121.
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cooperate with me in suppressing disorder and mg@gearresting criminals, and protect the
officers of the law in trying them®®

Within a week, Dean reported to Warmoth that Johrtgad received his request with
skepticism. The president “somewhat sarcasticatijnmoented on the late anxiety to be
relieved from military control as compared with present cry for military help.” Although
not denying the request outright, Johnson seemad hurry to take action, instead preferring
to await of Secretary of War John Scofield’s rettonNashington a week later. Meanwhile,
Warmoth's letter had leaked to the press, and cwasee editors and politicians loudly
denounced his allegations as “a positive misreptagen of facts and a libel upon the
character of the people of Louisiana,” both inpiness and in private letters to the presidént.

Back in Louisiana, Buchanan proved determinedaiwawly interpret what mandate
he did have for assisting civil authorities. Whemaioth requested him to send a few dozen
soldiers to assist the judge and sheriff of an omethparish, Buchanan claimed his orders did
not allow such “precautionary steps.” He claimedbeld provide the governor with military
assistance only “should any special case of registéo the rightful antiauthority of the State
occur, and | be properly informed that the autlyoat the State in the premises has been
exhausted.” This reply was particularly disingensijcas Buchanan had received orders just a
few day s previous allowing all officers to givelnairy assistance to civil authorities such as
sheriffs or federal marshals, so long as he deesueld assistance “lawful and necessary and
compatible with the proper discharge of his ordymailitary duties.®®

Over the following years, however, Buchanan’s limeuld come to dominate the
policy of the military leadership in Louisiana. Méry commanders would only send troops
to a locality after a serious disturbance had aecuand rarely, if ever, would allow the army
to assist civil officers in the day-to-day mainteca of law and order. White militants
effectively exploited this reactive policy of theiliary, by temporarily limiting their
activities in areas where military forces had bsttioned, while ratcheting up the violence
elsewhere. In the ensuing game of cat-and-mousemihtary always lagged a step behind

Southern militants, who enjoyed widespread supponbong the white population. This

% August 1, 1868, New Orleans, Warmoth to Johnsptoduced in NS, 68-08-18.

®7+august 5, 1868, Washington, DC, Deane to Warmoitarmoth Papetsreel 1, frame 1239; ‘August 10,
1868, New Orleans, Day to Johnson,” ‘August 10,888pelousas, Hudspeth to Johnson,” ‘August 138186
DeSoto, Campbell to Johnson,’ in Paul H. Bergesth)(The Papers of Andrew Johnsg@fnoxville: University

of Tennessee Press, 1996), vol. 14, 493-196, 564-5@ptember 20, 1868, Dunboyne, Butler to Johpison
Ibid., vol. 15, 67-68; Binning, “Warmoth and Rectastion,” 145-146.

% August 31, 1868, New Orleans, Buchanan to WarrmbthRA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4482, vol. 266; Augus
25, 1868, Washington, DC, Kelton to Buchanan,” NARRSG 393, part 1, entry 4501, box 1.
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increasingly fostered the impression that the awag helpless to prevent the violence that
wracked the South, demoralizing Northern publicnag, Southern Republicans, and the
army’s own personnel.

Once Louisiana had returned to civil rule, the re¢ate authorities became responsible
for organizing the Presidential elections in Novemincluding a new registration under state
law that posed far less severe restrictions onestthhan had the rules imposed by Congress.
Only those who had held office for a year or monelar the Confederacy, had signed the
ordinance of secession, had led guerrilla unitshamt actively promoted treason remained
disenfranchised - and even they could have thditigad rights restored by filing a written
statement that “he acknowledges the late rebelbdmve been morally and politically wrong,
and that he regrets any aid or comfort he may Ilgaxen it.” Though many whites found the
required oath distasteful, most complied withntorder to “put down negro equality, negro
supremacy, and place Seymour and Blair in the WHhitese.*°

The subsequent registration proceeded extremedptidally, as numerous obstacle
plagued the inexperienced Republican state goverhrBg time the requisite laws had been
passed and the necessary administrative prepasatmmpleted, no more than two weeks -
and in some places just one - remained for theslpasi along the Red River to conduct the
actual registration. The military authorities exdeted this delay by refusing to provide the
secretary of state with the records of the previmgistration. The board of registration,
moreover, suffered from a chronic lack of fundingedo the state’s poor credit. This caused
additional delays in having the necessary registtabooks printed and complicated the
already difficult task of finding qualified regisiis, as these would be obliged to pay their
own expense&

Although the statewide voter rolls grew from 1887 a result of the far more lenient
conditions imposed on whites, registration nevéesgsedropped in fifteen parishes, including
four parishes - Bienville, Bossier, Caddo and Wi the seven on the Red River, while in a
fifth, DeSoto, the registration increased by a métevoters. Unlike in 1867, the board of
registration published no racial data, but it ileda assume that white registration increased

throughout the region, meaning that in these fameghes a significant number of blacks were

%9 Article 99," in Constitution Adopted by the State Constitutionah@mtion of the State of Louisiana, March 7,
1868 (New Orleans: Republican Office, 1868), 14-15; givst 1868, Randolph to Wise,” Wise Papers, box 2,
folder 13.

" william Baker et al.Report of the Board of Registration to the Gendxasembly of Louisiana, Session of
1869(New Orleans: A. L. Lee, State Printer 1869), .4, 7
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prevented, or at least discouraged, from regigierithe Republican majority of the board
emphasized in their report that registration remaimcomplete particularly in those parishes

where

for some time past there has existed such a statectety, as to deter many from
offering to register. It is not reasonable to expgbat men who are dependent upon
their labor for their daily bread, will consent éxpose themselves to the loss of
employment, and incur the hatred of those who, whenthey feel disposed, will not
hesitate to shoot or stab those who differ fromnthgolitically. The terror is
aggravated by the confidence the lawless feel@dmag unwhipt of justice, while the
poor and helpless become more and more timid whey fail to find that protection

and security from the law they are entitled to, hade a right to expeét.

In northwestern Louisiana, registration increaseghiicantly only in Natchitoches and
Rapides, the two parishes that remained relatifrely of violence. Local election supervisors
from Winn, Caddo and Bossier, all reported that yma@edmen either declined to register or
else “voted as their masters did.” Whites did moitltheir violence to potential black voters,
but also threatened, and in at least one instammehided, Republican election officials who
encouraged blacks to vote. In Caddo, many blackssed to register, having become
“disgusted with politics” as a result of the widesgd violence, while others “were afraid
their old registration papers would be taken frévan, which some of them looked on as a

kind of free paper®

‘An Everyday Occurrence’

The effects of violence, intimidation, and econorhlackmail on registration would prove
marginal compared to the havoc they wreaked omahetting results. Whites succeeded in
reducing Republican turnout to a single vote indadBossier and Bienville and eliminated it
entirely in DeSoto. In Winn, where a white majonityade suppressing Republican votes less
urgent, whites nevertheless reduced the 232 Regaubliotes of April to just 43 in November,
while the Democratic total shot up from 281 to 7@Ohly in Natchitoches and Rapides, both

of which continued to avoid large scale violenad,Rlepublican voting approach the levels of

1 bid.,, 26, 27.
2bid., xli, xlvii-li.
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April, securing a victory for the Grant and Colféicket in both parishes despite large
increases in white registration and consequentlyémocratic votind>

These general trends, however, mask a varietyrategies pursued by conservative
whites in various parishes. Desoto, with littlenar military presence and with Democrats in
control of local government, saw a massive crackdow all black political organizing, while
in Bossier and Caddo militant whites used a contlanaof large scale riots, severe economic
pressure and targeted murders of Republican leatdemsverwhelm the military forces
stationed in Shreveport. In Bienville and Winn, m&hile, where a white majority ensured a
Democratic victory regardless, many blacks optesiufgport the party of white supremacy in
return for protection and employment. In Rapides, Democrats made an all-out effort to
lure black voters into the Democratic fold. Althduglacks gratefully attended barbecues
hosted by conservative whites, and a small numbblagks apparently campaigned actively
for the Democracy, the vast majority of the bladkctorate nevertheless voted for the
Republicans come election day. In Natchitocheslliinthe lack of large scale violence and
the Republican victory obscure the fact that skiobifore election day white militants
attacked prominent black political leaders in tlogtimern end of the parish, as the violence
from DeSoto spilled over into its more peacefulghéor.

In DeSoto parish, in particular, Republicans geffe from a lack of qualified
leadership. Charles Lowell, the chairman of Caddodard of registration, reported to
Warmoth in May that the sole Republican member eS&to’s board of registration, John
Beaty, and the Freedmen’s Bureau agent for theipasi J Walsh, “are neither of them men
of much stamina.” Although he had sent John McVéaamyeteran organizer from Shreveport,
to assist them, he doubted whether there wouldnbegh politically reliable and competent
election commissioners who could qualify as suob.chnsidered the parish a “perfect den of
pirates” where it would be difficult for blacks tmte as they wished. A month later, Walsh
left the parish to take up a seat in the stateslewire, fearing for his life were he to retdfn.
In his first report from Mansfield, Walsh’s succeissMichael Cary, expressed his shock at

the state of the parish:

From my experience as a soldier through Virginiarthl Carolina and Texas, | never

witnessed such bitter hatred towards Union menfesatimen as | have experienced

8 CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 2, 503, 614, GPR-625, 651.
" ‘May 31, 1868, Shreveport, Lowell to dear judgé/armoth Papersreel 1, frame 999; April 9, 1868,
[Shreveport?]. Lowell to Chandler,” NARA 393, partentry 4505; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, 135.
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for my short stay in this Parish. [...Outrage oeetipeople in this parish is looked
upon as a common necessity and an everyday occefrenthout some notice of
these outrages is taken by the proper authoritieslibe impossible for a Union man
or freedman to live in or near this parish, theefiigeople in this Parish are almost
considering themselves again in bondage as it apjlea planters are doing as they

please with thenf®

At Cary’s request a small detachment of troops sest to Mansfield, commanded by
Lieutenant Charles O. Bradley, to assist the Buiagent and the civil authorities. Bradley
confirmed that the freedpeople suffered grave tigas which the Bureau agent was
powerless to stop “from a system of terrorism hkid the whites over the freedmen.”
Although the detachment’'s arrival temporarily “h#ee desired effect of cooling their
heretofore boisterous conduct,” Cary saw no pomtraquesting Bradley's assistance in
bringing guilty parties to justice. The detachméatd orders to remain but ten days, and
without permanent reinforcements he feared anyomacthey might take would result in
repercussions as soon as they returned to theip car8hreveport. Bradley fruitlessly wrote
his superiors in support of Cary’'s request for anfanent detachment military force to
provide him with “the moral support which he ne&fs.

The temporary presence of troops only served tihvdu enrage white conservatives
who began to openly threaten Cary with his lifeeafBradley and his men returned to
Shreveport. In response Bradley dispatched anotachment to Mansfield, commanded by
Sergeant Ryan, with orders to protect Cary from pmeysonal harm. Trouble continued
despite the troops’ presence, and Bradley promSady that when Ryan’s detachment
returned to camp, another would be sent to reliewe Although sympathetic to Cary’s plight,
Bradley also reprimanded him for employing the p®on discharging Bureau duties. He
reminded the agent that “civil law predominateghe land and until different instructions
received you must go to civil authorities for aml discharging your duty.” Despite his
promise, orders from higher up forced Bradley tthdiaw all soldiers from Mansfield less
than a week later, leaving DeSoto without any amlitpresence in the two months before the

election. Left without protection, Cary soon hadflee the parish in fear of his life and his

5*June 10, 1868, Mansfield, Cary to Warren,’ NARRG 393, part 3, entry 287, box 3.

6+July 21, 1868, Shreveport, Bradley to Farrand®RA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287, box 3; ‘June 206438
Mansfield, Cary to Bradley,” and ‘July 10, 1868, hé&ield, Cary to Bradley,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, &4,
frames 304, 309.
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replacement, Edward Henderson, saw no other chivaceto keep his head down and pretend
to be a Democrat in order to save his own $kin.

With no effective federal presence, conservatihgeg had free play to prevent blacks
from voting. Most Republican clubs had already bkeesken up prior to the April election;
white planters threatened to dismiss any freedmaon attended meetings or voted the
Republican ticket. White militants, meanwhile, waigl Anderson West, a courier sent from
Natchitoches with Republican tickets for Sabine dbe€Soto parishes. They not only
destroyed the tickets, but also severely beat upt\&ied hung him by the neck until he told
them who had sent him. The few freedmen who rist@uiing to Mansfield despite these
threats and the lack of Republican tickets, did swaiceed in voting as they wished. Armed
whites either turned them back at gunpoint befbeg treached town or forced them to vote
for Greeley’®

Although Caddo and Bossier did not suffer the cletepcollapse of federal and state
authority that DeSoto did, the small number of moklstationed just outside Shreveport and
the single Bureau agent responsible for both pesiginoved woefully inadequate to deal with
the widespread violence that wracked the northwedip of the state. Th&outhwestern
kicked of the campaign for the presidential electon April 15, even before the state
elections commenced. “Radical legislation” the @dibsisted, necessitated a new “system of
electioneering [...] to keep no one in our empldyowotes against our interests.” He urged
planters to “refuse any longer to grind the hatefleich is to be used to chop off our heads.”
Any freedpeople joining Republican clubs or votifty Republican candidates should be
dismissed immediatel%y.

Such threats were no idle boasting. A month dftesr publication, Shreveport Bureau
agent Monroe reported that “freedman have beerepuved with unrelenting vigor since the
election,” with the white population “determineddwoid everything which tends to give the
freedmen justice unless he has voted against thstittdion.” Monroe continued to report
“very bitter” feelings against the freedmen throoaghthe spring and summer, due to growing
political tensions. In May, Democratic clubs usexércive measures towards the colored

people to force them to join, and those who haeectiurage to refuse, they endeavor to drive

""*August 22, 1868, Shreveport, Bradley to Cary,d dAugust 28, Shreveport, Bradley to Cary,” NARAGR
105, M1905, reel 84, frames 489, 493; CSS, 41-2RHRisc. 154, part 1, 673-67&upplemental Repor161-
163.

8 CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 117, 521, 533:5
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from their home.” By July such economic pressur&s tevolved into outright murders, with

freedmen “taken from their homes at night and madién cold blood.” By August, when the

crops had been laid by and planters had less wotet done around the plantation, any
laborers still determined to vote Republican hdficdilties remaining on their land to harvest
the crop in which they had an inter&t.

Those blacks that continued to attend politicalketimgs only dared do so armed,
further fanning white fears of a black insurrecti@dn Monday morning, August 24, the
sheriff of Bossier, W. H. Hill, a conservative apged by Wells almost two years earlier,
called on Captain Charles C. Farrand, commandiagptist at Shreveport, for assistance in
suppressing an impending riot by armed blacks Bemsier Point. Conservatives claimed
that Isaac Williams, a freedman and local Republieader, had summoned the members of
various Republican clubs in order to take controthe parish and “kill the white people
‘from the cradle up.” By the time Farrand, Monraad a detachment of soldiers arrived at
the scene, a posse of 150 whites had already coomuearresting the leaders of this
supposed insurrectidfh.

Democrats quickly turned the Bossier Point ‘rioto a perfect public relations coup.
They arrested dozens of blacks without resortingidgtence and brought 49 of them before
two justices of the peace within days. Although euous black witness insisted that the
intentions of the meeting were entirely peacefulhecs confirmed whites’ claims that the
blacks had been plotting an armed insurrection. \Mahthe freedmen testifying for the
prosecution--whom no one bothered to cross-examamswered in stock phrases culled from
the editorial pages of the conservative press. Twoesses specifically claimed to have
heard the leaders of the insurrection threaterilltohle whites ‘from the cradle up,” a phrase
first reported in thdBannerthree months earlier in an excerpt from 8marta Rural Times
Years later, conservatives would claim that blatkd made threats in very similar language
to justify the massacre at the Colfax courthdlise.

The justices remanded twenty defendants to thistpgail to await trial before the
district court in October, while a similar numbeene allowed to remain free in the interim, as

a “humanitarian gesture” to prevent overcrowdinghe jailhouse. At the subsequent trial, a

8 ‘May 20, 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to Warren,” ‘Mag, 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to Warren,” ‘July 10,
1868, Shreveport, Monroe to Warren,” ‘July 20 1868reveport, Monroe to Warren,” and ‘August 20, 8,86
Shreveport, Monroe to Warren,” NARA, RG 105, M196¢l 100, frames 420, 421, 423, 424, 426.

81 ‘August 31, 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to WarrenXRA, RG 105, M1905, reel 100, frame 426; BB, 68-09-
05, 68-09-19.

82 BB, 68-06-13, 68-09-05, 68-09-19; CSS, 43-2, HABp. 261, 896
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jury of eight blacks and four whites found overtiof them guilty, and the judge sentenced
those convicted to a year in the state peniten@raton Rouge. ThBannerprinted the
testimony before the justices in full, as evideatthe danger posed by a black population not
controlled by the whites as well as of the forbaaeaof the local elites. White witnesses
before congressional investigators emphasizedatmostly-black jury had passed down the
final verdict. Even the Bureau agent sympathizeith wie whites, describing the black leaders
as criminals who used the political clubs as ptitecagainst arre$t

Whatever the justification for the Bossier Poineats, they resulted in the destruction
of what Republican organization had remained inatfea. With much of the black leadership
in jail or on the run, whites ratcheted up the lefeviolence against the freedpeople. One of
the first victims of this new wave of terror was g Jones, one of the leaders of the
supposed insurrection who had succeeded in evadipigire and prosecution. On September
2, a group of whites took him from his home aneérafteing shot he was “placed upon a brush
pile which had been fired and left there, by hisulddoe murderers supposing him to be dead.
He succeeded in crawling off, but not until he Waslly burned.” By the end of September,
freedmen in northern Caddo, near Texas, were “aotigtbeing taken from their houses at
night by gangs of desperadoes and either killefbrmed to leave their crops and everything
they possess. There is not the least sign of ampé&ng enforced®

The tensions that had mounted in northwesterndian@ over the preceding months,
exploded at the end of September. At Shady Groaat&ion, blacks resisted attempts at
political intimidation more forcefully than usualudng Reconstruction, and in response
whites unleashed a bloodbath that left scores,ilpgdsundreds, of blacks dead. This would
prove a recurring pattern throughout the era, askisl and white Republicans faced a stark
dilemma of either giving in to violence and intirattbn, thereby forfeiting their legitimacy in
the eyes of many Northern observers, or attemptingesist against superior force and
thereby risking a bloody massacre.

The affair began on September 27 or 28, when akeéru Arkansan named Gibson

rode up to Shady Grove and demanded “if there wgsRadical niggers theré>Someone

8 August 31, 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to WarrenXRA, RG 105, M1905, reel 100, frame 426; BB, 68-08-
29, 68-09-05, 68-10-03; SW, 68-10-14.

8 ‘September 10, 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to Warrang ‘September 20, 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to
Warren,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 100, frames 4273.

8 Although witnesses differed as to some of theildetd the affair, the general progression of esdaading up

to the massacre can be reconstructed fairly aadyrafhe following is compiled from: ‘27 Novembek868,
Shreveport, Farrand to Bradley’ and enclosuresetberin NARA, RG 393, partl, entry 4501, box 1 and
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pointed in jest to an old freedman named Bradldyenaupon Gibson immediately fired off a
shot at the old man, though failing to harm himnémber of freedmen from neighboring
plantations chased Gibson down the road and apmilekdehim near J. M. Vance’s plantation.
Vance tried to mediate, offering to hold Gibsonilutite arrival of a magistrate, but the
freedmen refused to relinquish their prisoner whitwey took back to Shady Grove where
they chained him to a tree and took about two heshdollars from him.

That evening, a party of white citizens came tadghGrove and secured the release
of Gibson. They brought him before a justice of geace, but no withesses came forward,
either out of fear of retribution or because thestrdsted the local magistrates. The justice of
the peace had no choice but to release Gibson,seb returned with a large party of men
from his home state. On the night of the Septer@Bethey captured and killed a number of
freedmen from Shady Grove and the plantation ofMance for their alleged involvement in
capturing and robbing Gibson. Blacks respondedfaiewing day by arresting two white
youths, Beverly Ogden and James Brownlee, who legeg a part is releasing Gibson and
possibly in the murders the previous night. Thekdaheld a summary trial of Brownlee and
Ogden before fatally shooting both men, setting @dmpage by local whites that lasted for
weeks and left dozens, and possibly over a hundidadks from Bossier and Caddo parishes
dead.

Despite a significant military presence near Sépevt, federal authorities remained
largely powerless to interfere. On September 3@riéb W. Keeting, théeputy US marshal
and a prominent white Republican from Shrevepeduested military assistance to quell the
breach of the peace at Shady Grove. The Shrevppsttcommander, Captain Farrand, sent
Captain John M. Coe with about 40 men, to assigtiKg. However, on the arrival of Hill,
the Bossier sheriff, Keeting returned home, leathegmilitary with no authority to interfere
except at Hill's request. The sheriff initially neested Coe to station his troops near Benton,
but then, on October 2, informed him that “the pass(supposed to be Arkansas men) who
had committed the outrages in Bossier parish, anad ke had hoped to arrest at that place,
had left and gone in the direction of Arkansas.thalgh local whites continued to murder

any and all blacks suspected of involvement inkihimg of Ogden and Brownlee, Coe could

NARA, RG 393, part 3, entry 287, box 4; ‘SeptemB@y 1868, Shreveport, Monroe to Hutchinson,’ ‘Oetoh0,
1868, Shreveport, Monroe to Hutchinson,’ ‘Octob#&r B868, Shreveport, Monroe to Hutchinson,” NARAG R
105, M1905, reel 100, frames 429, 430, 43dpplemental Reper85-92; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, 126-127,
338, 472-474; BB, 68-10-03.

149



4. Towards a ‘Reign of Terror’

do nothing and he returned his detachment “withoaging been called on to assist in
quelling any disturbance or making any arré&t&lthough violence accompanied the fall
campaign throughout the state, no other locality sarnage on the scale of the Shady Grove
massacre, except possibly St. Landry parish, thitegbace of the KWC, where a supposed
negro insurrection led to similarly bloody retalst just a few days before the explosion of
violence in Bossie’

Conservative whites from Bossier and Caddo comvelyi blamed the killing spree on
the strangers from Arkansas, claiming that thellottezens only targeted “the murderers of
Messrs. Ogden and Brownlee and dispersed armedeelf Two weeks after the events,
the Southwestermvas more concerned with the effect of the ‘Bosgi@r’ on the productivity
of the plantations than with the number of blacasttially killed. In reality, local whites
not only unleashed an unparalleled reign of teoroithe black population, but also used the
ensuing chaos as an excuse to specifically tahgetocal Republican leadership for violent
retribution. In Bossier, Charles Keeting fled traipgh following the Shady Grove massacre.
He had believed himself “protected by the bettasslof people, but when these disturbances
took place a great many stories were circulatetllthrestigated the riots, and the better class
of men then, though they would not take an acti@g p0 such proceedings themselves, |
thought would protect those who did.” Around thenedime, George Harris, a black preacher
and Republican leader from Bellevue, fled to Nevle@ms after receiving numerous death
threats and witnessing numerous fellow freedpeopledered for their political principlés.
As a result of all this, both Bossier and Cadddhgaaled but a single Republican vote come
November. In Caddo, moreover, the sole freedman ddred defy the white terror, Sam
Watson, was promptly murdered.

In Bienville, where the races were near equalydgid, whites had already succeeded
in securing a victory in April, through a combiraatiof intimidation and economic pressure.

Following the election they nearly murdered the tNem born Republican candidate for

830 September, 1868, Shreveport, Keeting to Fartd®ctober 1, 1868, Benton, Hill to Coe,’ ‘Octabs,
1868, Shreveport, Coe to Farrand,’ all encloseé@7nmNovember, 1868, Shreveport, Farrand to BratllpRA,

RG 393, part 1, entry 4501, box 1 and NARA, RG 388t 3, entry 287, box 4,

87 Carolyn E. Delatte, “The St. Landry Riot: A Forgot Incident of Reconstruction Violence,buisiana
History 17, no. 1 (1976): 41-49.

8 ‘November 20, 1868, Benton, Cummings, Carter, Wadce to Farrand,’ enclosed in ‘27 November, 1868,
Shreveport, Farrand to Bradley,” NARA, RG 393, garentry 4501, box 1 and NARA, RG 393, part 3rent
287, box 4.

%9 Sw, 68-10-15.

' CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 125-126, R2plemental Repoi92-93.
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sheriff, W. H. Honneus, and beheaded local blackuRkcan leader Moses Lawhorn. Some
freedpeople from the parish, moreover, reportedddriven off their land for having voted
the Republican ticket in April* Whites combined such violence and intimidationhwain
active campaign to coopt blacks into the DemocrBacty. Not all conservatives, many of
whom openly admitted to membership in the white reopacist KWC, approved of

organizing such

barbecues and big meetings, and have them attdnygletegroes and have negro
speeches made, and use the same mild persuashotheihegroes as we heretofore
used over white men, to get them to vote the deatiocticket. | did not believe in
stooping to that, and | shall perhaps die with feating. | believe that God made a
difference between the white man and the negro| @wodnot believe that any law of

the United States can change tHat.

Despite such objections, the strategy succeededdgreat extent, probably because
blacks realized they could never win the electiang opted to buy their personal safety by at
least publicly supporting the Democratic Party.déireen’s Bureau agent Bean estimated that
ninety percent of the freedmen had joined Demazretibs by the end of July, securing “a
better feeling between the whites and blacks thesdxisted heretofore.” Bureau Inspector
Jesse M. Lee also found Bienville the quietesheffarishes he visited in northern Louisiana.
Bienville’'s peacefulness was a reflection more tsf political homogeneity, than of any
willingness on the part of the white populatiortdterate dissenting political opinions. All the
freedmen Lee spoke with told him they planned teevwbe Democratic ticket only “in order
to save themselves” and he encountered not a siigte Republican in the entire parish, the
result of a campaign of intimidation against anyhit® men who it is supposed will vote the
Republican ticket®

Similarly, in Winn parish, the white majority ofhich guaranteed a Seymour and
Blair victory, many freedmen joined the Democrd&erty over the summer. Some were even
enthusiastically “traveling about among the plaotet, talking politics, and calling
themselves ‘champions of Democracy’ and are tryiregr utmost to persuade the freedmen

to join Democratic clubs.” Delos W. White, the lbéaeedmen’s Bureau agent, complained

1 Supplemental Reporil09; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 656-68Fay 31, 1868, Sparta, Bean to
Warren,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 102, frame 22.

2SS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 680.

% July 20, 1868, Sparta, Bean to Warren,’ and ‘@eto31, 1868, Sparta, Bean to Hutchinson,” NARA, K5,
M1905, reel 102, frames 30, 41; CSS, 41-2, HORcMi&4, part 1, 475.
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that this political activity distracted the freedpée from their work on the land. White, a
Republican activist and the parish registrar, migbit have minded political organization by
the blacks had he not been convinced that “bothftbedmen and the whites will vote
unanimously for Seymour and Blai*”

Conservative whites in Winn Parish targeted batitevand black Republican leaders.
The most prominent victims were the black Republiemaders Hall Frazier, a free-born black
who had successfully established himself as theeowh a saw mill, and his son Brantley
Allen, who briefly taught the only freedmen’s schaothe parish. At the end of August a
party of whites came to Hall Frazier's house, whigie son was staying, and opened fire
through the window, forcing Allen to give up his skk@as a teacher. A month after the election,
two unidentified whites murdered Frazier and hipkyee Jesse Robinson, mistaking the
latter for Brantley, who had voted the Republiceket despite relentless intimidation. The
murderers came to Frazier's Mill pretending to plaa order, and when Frazier rose up after
drawing a plan on the ground, “one man blew outbinggns and the other killed the engineer
[Robinson] in the mill.®°

The small clique of vocal white Republicans frominWthat centered around local
planter Willie S. Calhoun, Bureau agent White, &wpublican organizer William Phillips
also faced increasing pressure. Calhoun’s residaaess the parish line in Rapides and his
status as a scion of a prominent planter familygmted him from direct threats; Phillips was
in New Orleans during the election as a membermefdtate board of registration. White,
however, had to flee the parish in fear of his Bfeortly after the murder of Frazier and
Robinson. He and Phillips did not return until Galh’s landing had been rechristened as the
town of Colfax, the seat of the newly formed pan$i@srant, gerrymandered to ensure a large
black and therefore Republican majority.

Natchitoches long avoided the systematic politicalence that plagued many of the
parishes surrounding it. An outbreak of racial hibgthad appeared imminent in September,
after a colored constable named Labazan had shbtrrcally wounded two young white
men suspected of brutalizing a freedman. Bureauntadesner predicted that “it will require

the interposition of the bayonets, or of divinepdence, to prevent a serious disturbance,”

% July 20, 1868, Montgomery, White to Warren,’ addly 30, 1868, Montgomery, White to Warren,” NARA,
RG 105, M1905, reel 89, frames 416 , 418.

% ‘September 11, 1868, Natchitoches, Hosner to Bjesnd ‘September 12, 1868, Natchitoches, Hosoer t
Pierce,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 90, frames 6682; ‘January 21, 18689, Grand Ecore, McLaughlin to
Neil,” NARA, RG 393, part 1, entry 4501, box 4.; §11-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 2, 445-446.

% Supplemental Repgrt11-112; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 378-3
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but Labazan and members of his posse were arrastédried by the parish judge within a
fortnight, preventing any further escalation. Tteigh's Bureau records contain some other
scattered reports of political intimidation, thougbtne of them lethal, but as late as August 31
the local agent, Charles Miller, concluded that ffe@dmen “when not interfered with by
politicians and political meetings” worked diliggntand “generally, could not be better
treated by whites than they are.” The parish resytpear to confirm the peacefulness of the
parish, with only about 200 - roughly ten perceféwer Republican votes cast than at the
April election.®’

On the night prior to the election, however, whitgilantes, some from Sabine and
DeSoto across the parish line, targeted two leabliack Republicans in the remote fifth ward
of Natchitoches, murdering one and severely beatiegother. These attacks resulted from
the earlier assault on Anderson West, the coueet ® deliver Republican tickets to Sabine
and Desoto. After taking the tickets he was cagythe whites tortured and nearly killed him,
until he gave them the name of the man who hadtsentTo save his life, West finally gave
up Richard L. Faulkner, the president of the Rejpabl club in the fifth ward of Natchitoches,
a member of the parish police jury, and a teacharfreedmen’s school.

On the night of November 2, a party of at leagheto ten armed men surrounded
Faulkner’'s house. Although he hid under a floorrdpshe whites searched the house and
finally found his hiding place. After taking all himoney, his personal papers, and the
Republican tickets he still held in his possessibay dragged him out to the nearby woods
and “whipped and beat him until they were satisfiéeiting him go only after he promised to
resign his office and vote the Democratic ticket tbllowing day. They then went on to
Alfred Hason’s house, a mile away, whom Faulkned fdentified as his adjutant in the
Republican club. Here too, the white men demantdeditkets he had in his possession, and
after firing a load of buckshot through the winddwason’s wife went out and surrendered
them. They demanded Hason come out, which he refunséear of his life. Only when the
whites commenced to set his house on fire did hewao save his family and the whites
immediately fired three shots at him, killing himstantly before the eyes of his wife and

children.

7:September 20, 1868, Natchitoches, Hosner to Widremd ‘September 30, 1868, Natchitoches, Hosoer t
Warren,” NARA, RG 105, M1905, reel 90, frames 6638; ‘June 30, 1868, Natchitoches, Miller to Warten
‘July 10, 1868, Natchitoches, Miller to Warren,’daugust 31, 1868, Natchitoches, Miller to WarrddARA,

RG 105, M1905, reel 91, frames 779, 784, 803; ‘Damer 3, 1868, New Orleans, Lee to Hutchins,” in C&5

3, Sen. Ex. 15, 38-40.
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While the elections in the rest of the parish pdssf quietly, hardly any Republicans
dared vote in ward 5, accounting for as much asetlquarters of the 200 votes lost relative to
the April election. Militant conservatives, moreovéroke up the Republican clubs “by
threatening to kill them” in the area, underminitige party’s ability to organize in the
future® As violence and lawlessness spilled over from miging Sabine and DeSoto, these
incidents provided a dangerous example of the ®ffmwess of political intimidation to
conservative whites in Natchitoches. Although thegd lost the elections in 1868,
conservatives had laid the groundwork for ‘bullawgithe parish’s Republican leadership in
the future.

In Rapides, as in Bienville and Winn, conservatiates made a concerted effort to
gain black support by organizing barbecues forfthedpeople throughout the parish at which
white and black Democratic orators spoke. Blackenaed these festivities in large numbers,
at least according to the conservatdemocrat® Unlike Winn and Bienville, however,
Rapides had a large black majority and the freeplpebad enough experience with white
supremacy to realize that whites might easily “fged with the corn and choke you with the
cob.” They were more than happy to eat the Demscifabd, but had no intention of
relinquishing political power by voting the Dematicaticket.’’® Nevertheless, whites in
Rapides did not resort to personal violence, alghothe printing press of the Republican
Rapides Tribunén the parish was vandalized both shortly beforé again shortly after the
election®™

Despite the absence of widespread violence indeapithe parish received extensive
attention from the congressional investigation poted by the elections. At the November
elections, voters not only cast ballots for Presidgend Vice-President, but also for members

of the House of Representatives. Most of the pasigin the Red River fell into the fourth

% ‘November 12, 1868, Natchitoches, Hosner to L&805, reel 90, frame 410; ‘November 5, 1868, exsrac
from letters of James Cromie,” NARA, RG 105, M102&el 34, frame 333; ‘November 7, 1868, Grand Ecore
McLaughlin to Bally,” NARA, RG 393, part 1, entnp@1, box 1; CSS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 118;
521-522, 525.

* LD, 68-07-08, 68-07-29, 68-08-05, 68-08-12, 68099-68-10-14.

10 css, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 523.

191 sypplemental Reporl02. Years later, conservatives in Natchitochesld claim that the KWC chapter in
that parish had also considered vandalizing theuBl&ggan printing press there, suggesting this wasramon
strategy of the order. The veracity of these clasndubious, however, coming, as they, did, lonigrahe fact
and as part of an ongoing campaign to discredall&epublican leaders by painting them as formditant
leaders of the KWC. Moreover, as the following deapwill show, the destruction of the printing pses
Rapides most likely resulted from a personal antitipa vendetta between the respective editorsthef
Democratand theTribune rather than from organized political terrorismV,N/4-07-11, 77-01-13, 79-01-18;
CSS, 44-2, HOR. Misc. 34, part 3, 127.
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congressional district, and the Democratic candidat this district was Michael Ryan, a
longtime resident and prominent planter of Rapied®s) had served as a state senator before
the war and was appointed district judge by Wdtisrdahe surrender. While Grant and Colfax
easily won their election even without Louisiansé&ven electoral votes, the intimidation and
violence ensured victory for Ryan over his Northeorn Republican opponent Joseph P.
Newsham. Newsham challenged the results, claimnsg 6f all that Ryan was ineligible
under the fourteenth amendment, because he hadoffieteé prior to the war and then
supported the Rebellion. Secondly, Newsham argo@dhte only lost the election due to the
“reign of terror, intimidation, fraud, and lawleg®lence” in Caddo, Winn, Bossier, DeSoto
and Sabine. He had received a total of just 46svbtam these parishes, compared to over
3000 for Warmoth a few months before, and 600@woff of the constitution in 18672

Where the testimony in other parishes relates Igntsepisodes of violence, fraud and
voter intimidation, the main question in Rapidesswvifae eligibility of Ryan. In nominating
Ryan, the Democrats had hoped to have found a @ymge candidate who was conservative
enough to appeal to white voters while at the sime being eligible under the fourteenth
amendment. Since Ryan’s having held office prioth® Civil War was not in dispute, the
question revolved around his loyalty or disloyattyring the conflict. Although Ryan never
actively participated in the hostilities, numerongnesses confirmed that he had given a
speech of encouragement to a company of Confede@tiers, had publicly worn a
Confederate uniform, and had acted as officeruniaof home guards in his parish. Although
the evidence indicates that he never enthusiastsapported secession and had feared for its
success from the outset, he never suffered persadwy the Confederate authorities as did a
number of outspoken Unionist in the area. The cdtemiparticularly drew a comparison
with Ryan’s friend and neighbor James B. Sullivamgelderly and sick man whom the Rebels
arrested and imprisoned under harsh circumstanmesa fnumber of months. Although
Sullivan and other conservative whites testified Bgan’s behalf, the congressional
committee concluded that “Mr. Ryan did, by the $actcited, give aid and comfort to the
enemies of his country” and was therefore inelmital his a seat in Congress. Even had Ryan
not been disqualified, the committee recommendedadding the entire vote of Caddo,
Bossier, Winn, DeSoto and Sabine as well as spepifecincts in other parishes where
violence marred the electidf?’

102335, 41-1, HOR. Misc. 32, 2, 4.
103 ¢SS, 41-2, HOR. Misc. 154, part 1, 596-598; CIS2 4HOR. Rep. 61, 2-8.
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Conclusion

The violence that erupted throughout Louisianaiteadip to the presidential elections of
November 1868 did not appear out of thin air. Agnsas Congress passed the Reconstruction
Acts in early 1867, conservative whites set outedaim the political dominance they felt
they were entitled to. With black enfranchisemenargnteed by the federal government,
conservative whites in majority-black Louisiana lcbnot expect to regain political powers
simply by galvanizing white voters around the isetigrhite supremacy as occurred in many
other states in the South. Instead, they eithertbadove towards the political center, in the
hope of siphoning of enough black votes from theuRécans to regain control of the state,
or else they had to directly control the black &lemte through force and economic coercion.

Only in Bienville and Winn, where blacks did nairfh a clear majority of the
population, did whites succeed in gathering sigaiifit black support, in exchange for relative
safety and employment for the freedpeople. In Cadssier and DeSoto parishes, white
militants quickly began experimenting with the @ot and extralegal strategies, even during
the reputedly peaceful elections of September 18&¥ April 1868. These parishes, along
with the Florida parishes above Baton Rouge, wikeesepicenter from which much of the
violence spread across the state in the summefatiraf 1868. In Natchitoches and Rapides,
finally, conservative whites attempted, but failexlgarner black support through mostly legal
means throughout the 1867 and 1868 elections. Bleaksistently voted almost unanimously
for Republican candidates in all three electionisilevthe more violent parishes succeeded in
almost entirely eliminating Republican voting.

Although conservative whites had demonstratedr thkility to dominate the black
voters and Republican leaders through violenceemothomic pressure, by the beginning of
1869 they faced not only Republican controlled estaind, in many parishes, local
governments, but also a national government domdhdéty the party of Reconstruction.
Conservative whites realized that in order to negaower, they not only had to effectively
eliminate or control the black vote, but also doisoa way that would not provoke
interference by the federal government. As a resslibsequent elections during
Reconstruction never saw the same levels of widesbwiolence. Instead, conservative
whites more selectively targeted Republican ledderef both races for intimidation, a
strategy that provoked less public outcry but ewalty proved at least as effective in
undermining the party’s political effectiveness.eTieign of terror that had swept the state in

the fall of 1868, however, would continue to seagea reminder to the freedpeople and their
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white allies of the extremes to which conservatiwese willing to go if they felt it served
their purposes. lIts legacy, moreover, would seyertemplicate the brief period of political

stability under Republican rule discussed in tHe¥ang chapter.
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