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Chapter 2 - Phonology 23

2 Phonology

Kumzari has eight vowels and twenty-eight consonants. The tables of vowels (Table 2) and

consonants (Table 3) below give the phonemic inventory of Kumzari. Table 10 at the end of
this chapter shows IPA™ correlates of the forms: the conventions for vowels and consonants
written in phonemic script used in this book, and in the Kumzari writing system®”’.

2.1 Vowels
Table 2. Vowel phonemes in Kumzari
front | central | back
high 1 a
1 u
mid g 0
low a

a

Kumzari has eight vowel phonemes: five long vowels /1/ /@i/ /&/ /5/ /a/ and three short vowels
/il lul al. Phonetically, the three short vowels have a mid-centralised quality (and in the case
of /a/ [e], toward close) as compared to their long counterparts. In fact, the short i and short u
alternate with both high and mid long vowels in some environments. There are no vowel
sequences in Kumzari. Two vowels are always separated by at minimum a glide or glottal
stop, even when cliticised. Examples given below phonemically begin with a vowel, but
phonetically all vowel-initial words in fact begin with a glottal stop, e.g. [?i:fu:] ‘living’,
[Pu:qu:] ‘kindling’, [?e:ling] ‘bracelet’, etc.

The phoneme /1/ is a long close front unrounded vowel [i:], as in the word s ‘living’.

The phoneme /t/ is a long close back rounded vowel [u:], found in the word i ‘kindling’.
The phoneme /&/ is a long mid front unrounded vowel [e:], represented in the word éling
‘bracelet’. Its allophone is [e] as in Sahene ‘powdered sardines’.

The phoneme /0/ is a long mid back rounded vowel [o:], as in the word o/ ‘mountain peak’.
The phoneme /a/ is a long open central unrounded vowel [a:], shown by the word ad ‘silent’.
The phoneme /i/ is a short near-close centralised front unrounded vowel [1], that is in the
word illit dirty’. It has an allophone [v ] as in [gism]/[gusm] ‘T have taken’.

The phoneme /u/ is a short near-close centralised back rounded vowel [u], represented by the
word uff ‘blowing’.

The phoneme /a/ is a short near-open central unrounded vowel [e], found in the word atta
‘wet’. It is nasalised in one word: 2’8 ‘no’ and in morphemes shortened from a nasal
consonant, e.g. pasumbur ‘Thursday’ from panj + sumbur ‘five’ + ‘day of week’.

Phonemic contrast between closely related vowels is demonstrated in the following pairs:

1% International Phonetic Alphabet

" The Kumzari writing system was developed by phonologist Erik Anonby in 2009 at the behest of Kumzari
community representatives and leaders, and the resulting alphabet chart given in a report to Sultan Qaboos
University, Muscat.
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/i/ and /1/
isowo  ‘tonight’
s ‘living’
/u/ and /4/
umr ‘age, soul’
umat ‘sardine’
/a/ and /a/
aft ‘seven’
af ‘short pants’
/u/ and /6/
ad ‘oud’
od ‘knock’
/1/ and /&/
ran ‘Iran’
erarag ‘Bream (fish species)’

2.2 Consonants

Twenty-eight consonants are distinguished in Kumzari. They are listed in Table 3; their
phonetic values are described in 82.2.1 and following sections below.

Table 3. Consonant phonemes in Kumzari

labial alveolar | velarised (alveo-) velar | uvular | pharyngeal glottal
(-dental) alveolar palatal
stop/affricate pb td td ¢j kg q i
fricative f S S Z $ X g h h
nasal m n
approximant w Ir | y

The Kumzari consonant inventory is drawn from both of its heritage languages,® including
the Persian sounds /p/, /&/, and /g/*®, as well as a set of emphatics reminiscent of Semitic:
velarised alveolars /t/, /d/, /s/, /z/, and /1/, uvular /q/, and pharyngeal /h/. Non-emphatic
counterparts are attested for all of the alveolars except /z/, which is always velarised,
including in words of Indo-European20 origin, e.g. roz ‘day’, zwan ‘tongue’, réz ‘pour’.
Emphatics occur even in words derived from non-Semitic sources, e.g. sirx ‘red’, tazag
‘freshness’, panda ‘fifteen’, bos ‘kiss’, tahl ‘bitter’, ¢az ‘lunch’, téz ‘sharp’.

Like Bakhtiari, Baluchi, and Mamasani Luri®*, Kumzari has a bilabial velar approximant /w/,
rather than /v/ as in New Persian spoken in Iran, e.g. wekil ‘guardian’ cf. Persian vakil; wezir
‘government minister’ cf. Persian vazir. The same phoneme can correspond to /b/ of
Persian?, as in swak ‘lightweight’ cf. Persian sabok; wustin ‘pregnant’ cf. Persian abestan;
Saw ‘night’ cf. Persian sab. Like Shihhi Arabic (Bernabela 2011:26) and some South

'8 The term ‘heritage language’ refers to Kumzari’s ancestral languages: Middle Persian and a Semitic language
(see Classification §1.2.1).

 These are also found in Gulf Arabic (Holes 1984:8-9, Holes 1990:260ff).

? The term ‘Indo-European’ is used throughout this book to refer to origins that are thought to be Persian but
not necessarily a specific variety of that family of languages; see further explanation of the term in the list of
abbreviations.

*! Specifically, Bakhtiari and Mamasani Luri also have labio-dental allophones of /w/ (cf. Jahani & Korn
2009:645-646; Lorimer 1922:16-17; MacKinnon 2011).

22 Skjeerve 2009:201
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Avrabian languages (Simeone-Senelle 1997:381-382%%), Kumzari does not have certain sounds
as are found in Classical or north-central peninsular Arabic varieties: voiced pharyngeal
fricative [¢] and interdental fricatives [0], [0], and [d].

Uniquely for the wider region, but like Shihhi Arabic (Bernabela 2011:23-25) and the South
Arabian languages Mehri and Hobyot (Simeone-Senelle 1997:383), the Kumzari /r/ is a
retroflex approximant [f]. In certain environments outlined below, /r/ is realised as an
alveolar or retroflex flap or as a trill.

Kumzari’s retention of phonological elements from both ancestor language families is further
evidence of its identity as an entirely mixed language. In languages with high proportions of
borrowings, loanwords are adapted to the existing language’s phonological system (Bakker
1997:10). Kumzari phonology, in contrast, is not wholly copied from either of its
predecessors.

All consonants are found in word-initial position, where they are contrastive. Listed below
are consonants in morpheme-initial onsets.

p pa ‘foot, leg’

t ta ‘one’

t tama ‘commission’

k kara ‘mouth’

q gaba ‘shirt’

’ ‘a 3S.ANA (anaphoric pronoun)
ba ‘armspan’
damar ‘groom’
dalum ‘tyrant’
ga ‘bull’
cadir ‘bedsheets’
ja ‘barley’
falaj ‘water channel’
sa ‘now’
sabun ‘soap’

sa 3PL.EMPH
Xana ‘marriage’

za ‘give birth’

gana ‘jaw’

hara  ‘quarter (of a city)’
ha ‘yes?’

ma ‘month’

nabr  ‘gull sp.’
labit  ‘certainly’

< ST/ T35 3 TE0CN X Xn 0 o e QT

alla  ‘God’
ra ‘way’
wa ‘woe’
ya ‘this’

28 Soqotri does not have interdentals; in Harsusi and Dhofar Mehri the voiced pharyngeal fricative is marginal.
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2.2.1 Stops and Affricates

The phoneme /p/ is a voiceless bilabial stop [p] represented by the word pak ‘clean’.

The phoneme /b/ is a voiced bilabial stop [b] as in the word bukr ‘firstborn’.

The phoneme /t/ is a voiceless alveolar stop [t] seen in the word tak ‘date syrup basket’.
The phoneme /d/ is a voiced alveolar stop [d] exemplified in the word dé/ ‘mast’.

The phoneme /k/ is a voiceless velar stop [k] seen in the word kaf ‘sole (of foot), palm (of
hand)’.

The phoneme /g/ is a voiced velar stop [g] represented by the word goz ‘walnut’.

The phoneme /g/ is a voiceless uvular stop [g] seen in the word gog ‘tantrum’. The segment
g was rare or non-existent in Middle Persian (Skjeerve 2009:200), but some modern Iranian
languages and dialects retain it (Windfuhr & Perry 2009:423; McCarus 2009:592; Paul
2009:547). While Kumzari has kept all instances of g from Old Arabic or Semitic, in
adjacent Shihhi Arabic, q is often spirantised intervocalically to a fricative (Bernabela
2011:24), as it is in standard New Persian.

The phoneme /t/ is a voiceless velarised alveolar stop [t¥] represented by the word taf
‘twenty-four-hour gale’. It contrasts with the voiceless non-velarised alveolar stop /t/ [t]: ter
‘bird’, tera ‘way’.

The phoneme /d/ is a voiced velarised alveolar stop [d¥]; it is represented by the word daby
‘oryx’. It contrasts with the voiced non-velarised alveolar stop /d/ [d]: dalama ‘being
maligned’, darama ‘curing with medicine’.

The phoneme /¢/ is a voiceless palato-alveolar affricate [tf] as found in the words ¢éaf “shore’
and cap ‘paddle’. Among younger speakers and those under more influence from Arabic,
this phoneme is sometimes realised as /8/ [[], e.g. ¢ihhi / sihhi ‘Shihhi [Arab ethnic group]’,
cups | sups ‘lobster’, pacar | pasar ‘raised half-deck (boat)’.

The phoneme /j/ is a voiced alveopalatal affricate [d3] as in the word jamag ‘man’s
underskirt’.

Several stops and fricatives have irregular dialectal alternations: [b] ~ [g]: ['z*buide] ~
['z¥guyde] ‘sheer strake’, [p]~ [b] ~ [f]: ['z¥e:piler] ~ ['zve:biler] ~ ['zve:files] ‘wooden
chest’ and ['plite] ~ ['flite] ‘wick’, [?] ~ [A]: [Atfk] ~ [?yk] ‘dry’.

2.2.2 Fricatives

The phoneme /f/ is a voiceless labiodental fricative [f] as found in the word fijmeé ‘black
dolphin’.

The phoneme /s/ is a voiceless alveolar fricative [s] represented by the words salq ‘large boat
sp.” and sist ‘loose’.

The phoneme /§/ is a voiceless alveopalatal fricative [J'] represented by the word subr
‘handspan’. It is in alternation with the affricate /¢/ [{f]: Sarrax / carrax ‘straddled’.

The phoneme /x/ is a voiceless uvular fricative [x] seen in the word xall ‘seaweed’.

The phoneme /g/ is a voiced uvular fricative [¥] seen in the word gas ‘post’.

The phoneme /s/ is a voiceless velarised alveolar fricative [s¥] represented by the word sawz
‘green’. It contrasts with the voiceless non-velarised alveolar fricative /s/ [s]: sam ‘handle’,
sama ‘heaven’.

The phoneme /z/ is a voiced velarised alveolar fricative [z¥] represented by the word zin
‘thief’. It has no non-velarised counterpart in Kumzari.

2.2.3 Nasals

The phoneme /m/ is a voiced bilabial nasal [m] as in the word muxx ‘head’.

The phoneme /n/ is a voiced alveolar nasal [n] represented by the words nam ‘name’ and nét
‘charity food’. There is insufficient evidence to regard the velar nasal [g] as a phoneme
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distinct from /n/, since it occurs only before voiced and voiceless velar stops /g/ [g]: dang
[deeng] ‘cyst’ and /k/ [k]: linkit [lipkit] ‘finger’.

2.2.4 Laterals

The phoneme /I/ is a voiced alveolar lateral approximant [I] represented by the words lupp
‘marrow’ and langal ‘anchor’.

The marginal phoneme /1/ is a voiced velarised lateral approximant [1¥] represented by the
word afalla ‘blessing’. It occurs infrequently, and exclusively in words of Semitic origin. It
contrasts with the voiced non-velarised lateral approximant /I/ [1]: wala ‘or’, walama
‘readying’.

2.2.5 Approximants

The phoneme /w/ is a voiced labial-velar approximant [w] shown by the word waqt ‘time’.
The phoneme /r/ is a retroflex alveolar approximant [1] represented by the word raff ‘niche’.
It has the following allophones:

Following a long vowel, the alveolar approximant may be pronounced as not
retroflexed [1]:

kor [ko:1] ‘whale’

brar [bia:1] ‘brother’

sar [su] ‘wedding’

It may be pronounced as a flap rather than as an approximant; that is, as a retroflex
alveolar flap [] after a stop in an onset cluster:

krah [kra:h] ‘sandal’

brist [brift] ‘cooked’

draz [dra:z¥] ‘length’

and as a non-retroflex alveolar flap [r] after a short vowel:
kara ['kere] ‘time’
négura ['ne:gure] ‘two days ago’

As a geminate, it is a non-retroflex alveolar trill [r]:
mirr [mirr] ‘myrrh’

barra ['berre] ‘outside’

garras ['gerres¥] ‘mosquito’

The phoneme /y/ is a voiced palatal approximant [j] seen in the word yirz ‘long-handled axe’.

2.2.6 Pharyngeal

The phoneme /h/ is a voiceless pharyngeal fricative [h] as in the word habb ‘seed’. It
contrasts with the voiceless glottal fricative /h/: hazza ‘wrapping’, hazza ‘angry’, and is more
common than h across the lexicon. Kumzari words of Semitic origin retain pharyngealisation
of h, e.g. huwwil ‘spring migration’, haqq ‘justice’, hazana ‘sad’.

2.2.7 Glottals

The phoneme /°/ is a glottal stop [?]; an example is in the word 'a’a ‘no’. The glottal stop
can occur in any position in aword: ‘ozar ‘sail’, b’am ‘thumb’, aba’ ‘trap fish’, da bar
‘chatter’, @’ilit ‘family’, pa’n ‘wide’. The minimal pair qarra ‘admit’, gar’a ‘gourd’ sets it
out as a separate phoneme. The glottal stop is inserted epenthetically between two vowels at
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a morpheme boundary, e.g. hajabé’é ‘tholepin [boat]’, and as a word-initial consonant
preceding a vowel, e.g. ’ebé ‘woman’s black cloak’. In words borrowed from Semitic, the
glottal stop [?] is generally retained, e.g. s 'al ‘question’. It is also the reflex in Kumzari for
Semitic-origin words with the voiced pharyngeal fricative [§], as in the words arafa
‘knowing’ ['Ceref] > ["?ejefe], wa rit ['we?qit] ‘stiflingly hot place’ cf. Old Arabic [weSr],
zara’a ‘cultivating’ ['zereSe] > ['zveqe?e]. Among some Kumzari speakers, the glottal stop [?]
is the reflex for the glottal fricative [f] in words of Indo-European origin, e.g. ba 'tar ~ batar
< behtar ‘better’. In the Laraki dialect, the glottal stop has shifted to the glottal fricative /h/
[A] in all positions, e.g. Lrk. kahnag Kmz. ka’'nag ‘old, worn out’.

The phoneme /h/ is a voiceless glottal fricative [f] seen in the word 4é ‘yes’. This phoneme
is rare; usually in words of both Semitic and Indo-European origin the sound has been
diachronically replaced with a voiceless glottal stop [?], e.g. Kmz. la’aba ‘roaring (fire)’ cf.
Arabic lihib, Kmz. ta’ir ‘purify’ cf. Arabic taher. In at least one word it became
pharyngealised [h]: gahwe ‘coffee’. Where it occurs, which is for the most part in
ideophones and synchronic borrowings, the voiceless glottal fricative has a breathy quality.
The phoneme /h/ is more widely established in the Laraki dialect, e.g. Lrk. hatis Kmz. atis
‘fire’, where it may also occur instead of a glottal stop as a word-initial consonant preceding
a vowel, e.g. Lrk. hamad ['ha:med] ‘come:3sREAL’ (cf. Kmz. ['?a:med]).

2.3 Consonant distribution

Most consonants are attested in all positions in a word. Exceptions in each category tend to
be peripheral phonemes, glottals, and semivowels. In the following sections consonants are
laid out as they appear in word-final position, intervocalically, then in clusters (initial and
second consonant in an inset cluster, and initial and second consonant in a coda cluster), in
word-internal sequences, and as geminates.

2.3.1 Consonants in word-final position
All consonants except the peripheral phonemes /h/ and /1/ are attested in word-final position
in the data.

Cap ‘paddle’

kasib ‘livelihood’

taf ‘head rope of fishing net’
mast ‘tired’

maqfas ‘trap’

gad ‘dimension’

hadd ‘lucky’

gacc ‘mortar’

taj ‘crown’

Xus ‘dear’

Saxs ‘person’

tez ‘sharp’

gos ‘ear’

tak ‘date syrup basket’
léx ‘fishing net’

mayqg ‘shrimp’

mug ‘date palm’

na’ ‘nine’

Q@ X x([](~N N ) (eI O —-—ToT
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2.3.2

All consonants occur intervocalically:

P X X LN ! D Qe Ot - DO

2.3.3 Consonant clusters and sequences

(not attested in this position)

loh ‘wood’
riq ‘throat’
gim ‘bait’
garn ‘horn’
gil “dirt’

(not attested in this position)

Sir ‘milk’
taw ‘illness’
say ‘traditional fish net’

Intervocalic consonants

zepilag ‘wooden chest’
adaba ‘suffering’
adafa ‘injuring’
sakata ‘silent’

nafasa ‘shaking’
qadah ‘container’
adalat ‘muscle’

kacak ‘underarm’
Saja’a ‘support’
Sakasa ‘cutting’
nasara ‘winning’
tazag ‘fresh’

drisa ‘window’

adaka ‘worn out’
kasaxa ‘super’

walago ‘deck hatch (boat)’
sabaga ‘decorating’
gasa’a ‘tipping over’
fahama ‘understanding’
sahara ‘enchantment’
alaga ‘hanging’
ramaga ‘winking’
fanana ‘super’

galaba ‘turning over’
wa/a ‘or’

amara ‘sealing’
adawa ‘avoidance’
rayaha ‘resting’
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One factor contributing to Kumzari’s unique phonological structure is its lack of restrictions
on sonority in consonant clusters. Many of the examples in the lists below violate the
sonority sequencing principle. This distinguishes Kumzari from Persian, Bakhtiari, and
standard Arabic, which do not allow initial consonant clusters. Even adjacent Shihhi Arabic
limits initial consonant clusters to a few with increasing sonority (i.e. the second consonant is
a semivowel, liquid, or nasal) (Bernabela 2011:40-41). One of Kumzari’s presumed ancestor

languages, Middle Persian, did allow initial consonant clusters.
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The following sections list examples for each phoneme as initial and second consonants in
onset clusters and initial and second consonants in coda clusters.

2.3.3.1 Initial consonants in onset clusters

All consonants other than /h/, /1/, /w/, and /y/ occur in the initial position of an onset cluster.
A possible reason that the exceptions are not attested in this position in the data is that these
are peripheral consonants and glottals or glides. As a first component the consonant
phonemes form the following onset clusters:

pxin ‘approaching rain’

blind ‘high’

flita ‘wick’

twam ‘pair of twins’

tvah ‘sardine season’

dnan ‘tooth’

dlag ‘sock’

¢rd ‘lamp’

jwan ‘good’

sbo ‘week’

snafe ‘Streaked Rabbitfish’

zlag ‘sock’

§diid ‘ongoing rain showers’

klil ‘key’

xlést ‘tuna sp.’

gdar ‘wall’

gbeb ‘light cloud’

'méd (a fish species)

h hkum ‘judgment’

h (not attested in this position)
q gras ‘bald’
m
n
I

P X X LN ! D Qe Ot = DO

mrad ‘reason’

ntor ‘treats’

Iban ‘frankincense’
1 (not attested in this position)
r rkah ‘sandal’
w (not attested in this position)
y (not attested in this position)

2.3.3.2 Second consonants in onset clusters
All consonants except the marginal phoneme /1/ can be found as the second unit in an onset
cluster:

sper ‘white’

gbel ‘sardine net’

xfef ‘cheese sp.’

ftag ‘hernia’

m¢ar ‘label’

mdallé ‘coffeepot’

Xdari ‘taupe’

pcal ‘soiled’

mjim ‘metal stud’

— o Ot =TT
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hseb ‘calculation’
rsas ‘bullet’
rzdaq ‘provisions’
rses ‘neem tree’
mkabb ‘cone’
sxafya ‘concealing, concealment’
ngal ‘headdress rings’
sga ‘robust’
m’as ‘salary’
dhor ‘decade’
shabba ‘loving’
mgqabalit ‘meeting’
gmat ‘swaddling’
znan ‘dish’
kil ‘key’
(not attested in this position)
mriz ‘chicken’
nwaxa ‘ship captain’, hwéel ‘chatter’
xyar ‘cucumber, zucchini’

S X X NN » »

<

2.3.3.3 Initial consonants in coda clusters
As the initial consonant of a coda cluster, only /¢
kaps ‘sheep’
sabg ‘dye’
sufr ‘copper’
fitr ‘thumb-— index finger span’
ifrr ‘perfume’
gadr ‘amount’
hadd ‘luck’
(not attested in this position)
ijr ‘good deeds’
jisr “bridge’
usb ‘stomachache’
guzr ‘depth’
gisr ‘coral’
rikd ‘corner’
nixn ‘finger/toe nail’
wagz ‘tip of palm frond midrib’
sigl ‘things’
ra’d ‘thunder’
fahd ‘cheetah’
tahl ‘bitterness’
suqr ‘osprey’
jumr ‘ember’
iling ‘traditional small waterpipe’
xilg ‘crowd’
jilt-mijt ‘stark naked’ (cf. ja/ara ‘skinned, skinning [an animal]’)

/% is not attested in the data:

U@ X K VN ! DO, Ot =TT

|t is probably not attested as an initial consonant in a cluster because it is already phonologically composite

1.
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r urg ‘root’
w kawl ‘wind’
y rayb ‘yoghourt’

2.3.3.4 Second consonants in coda clusters
In the second position of a coda cluster, all consonants except /h/ and /w/ occur in the data.
asp ‘horse’
jelumb ‘side, moiety’
saqf ‘ceiling’
wagqt ‘time’
faxt ‘thigh’
sard ‘cold’
ard ‘land’
carc¢ ‘charged (battery)’(English loan presumed to be via Gulf Arabic)
trinj “citron’
kups ‘mound’
Cups ‘lobster’
lugz ‘riddle’
kaps ‘sheep’
misk ‘mouse’
muxx ‘head’
xayg ‘egg’
risg ‘wrist’
qis’ ‘deep-water fish habitation’
(not attested in this position)
sulh ‘peace’
xabqg ‘small hole’
lazm ‘body’
sinn ‘net anchor’
fagl ‘Porcupine fish’
as/ ‘origin’
gizr ‘carrot’
msaww ‘barnacle’
sonty ‘raft’

U@ X X VN 1 DO Ot =TT

2.3.4 Word-internal consonant sequences

There are no apparent restrictions on word-internal consonant sequences; that is, contiguous
consonants across a syllable boundary. Even combinations of consonants which are not
attested in onset or coda clusters are possible in a sequence. Below is a selection of potential
sequences.

Sawhat ‘whale’

bahlul ‘Potato Grouper (fish species), small stage’

haylo ‘swing’

gar’a ‘squash’

madwax ‘pipe (smoking)’
ka’nag ‘old, worn out’
sahra ‘desert’

gelbi ‘winning’

bagga ‘self-congratulations
axca ‘gold’

2
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qgahwe ‘coffee’
kan’ad ‘fish sp.’

2.3.5 Geminates

Most consonants may form geminates. When a suffix is added, the second consonant in the
geminate joins the following syllable. Not attested as geminates in the data are /°/ /g/ /h/,
likely due to the phonetic difficulty of doubling final glottals.

p lupp ‘marrow’

b dubb ‘bear’

f laff ‘bandage’

t jitt ‘corpse’

t buzt ‘duck’

d sadd ‘dam’

d hadd ‘luck’

¢ gacc ‘mortar’

J hijj ‘the Hajj pilgrimage’
S hiss ‘voice’

$ gass ‘peg, post’

z mzizz ‘very salty food’

S giss ‘shard’

k cikk ‘little’

X dixx ‘smoke’

g bugg (proper name of a wadi in Kumzar)
g (not attested in this position)

> (not attested in this position)
h (not attested in this position)
h gahh ‘watermelon’

q ruqq ‘shallow water’

m gumm “fist’

n sinn ‘net anchor’

I nall ‘faucet’

| alla ‘God’

r girr ‘heedlessness’

w daww ‘yoghourt drink’
y sayy ‘lift up’

2.4 Syllable structure

The types of syllable structure in monomorphemic Kumzari words are these:
cVv

CVvVv?®

CcvC

CvvC

CvcC

CvvcCC

CCvwVv

CccvvC

% \/V represents a long vowel.
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CCvCC
CCvVvCC

2.4.1 Syllable shapes in monosyllabic words

The minimal syllable shape in monosyllabic words consists of a consonant and a short vowel
(CV):

na ‘not’

ka ‘right away’
pi ‘from’

wa ‘and’

or a short vowel between two consonants (CVC):

dil ‘heart’
kaf ‘palm, sole’
gil ‘dirt’

or a long vowel with a consonant before (CVV):

ba ‘armspan, curse’
co ‘well’
ja ‘barley’

or a glottal stop or other consonant plus a long vowel with a consonant after (CVVC):

6I”°  ‘mountain peak’

aw ‘water’
el ‘cardamom’
lex ‘fishing net’

dus  ‘date syrup’
xox  ‘peach’

or a consonant plus a vowel followed by two consonants (CVCC):
magl ‘myrrh’

binj  ‘thigh’

tafs ‘vile’

bukr  “firstborn’

or a consonant, long vowel, and two consonants (CVVCC):

gapt  ‘white fish sp.’
haws ‘destruction’

Longer syllables of a single morpheme are:

% Word-initial glottal stops are not written in Kumzari.
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CCvVv
xwa  ‘salt’
dro  ‘lie (untruth)’

CCVC
stag  ‘date pit’
gras  ‘bald person’

CCvVvC

tvah  ‘sardine season’
rses  ‘neem tree’

gbib  ‘narrow’

pxin  ‘approaching rain’

CCvcCC
msaww ‘barnacle’
brinz  ‘rice’

CCvvcCC
starg ‘star’

Monosyllabic words with short vowels must be closed syllables; monosyllabic words with
long vowels can be open or closed syllables:

sag ‘dog’ sa ‘now’ saq ‘tree trunk’
pis ‘son’ pi ‘camel fat’ pis ‘date palm leaf’
muxx ‘head’ mii ‘hair’ mil ‘totally’

par ‘feather’ pa ‘foot, leg’ pak ‘clean’

2.4.2 Syllable shapes in multisyllabic words

Because of the rule about consonant clusters separating at syllable boundaries (see below),
syllable shapes are much more limited in multisyllabic words. Syllables beginning with two
consonants (CC) are found only in the initial syllable of single-morpheme words, and
syllables ending in two consonants (CC) occur only in the final syllable of single-morpheme
words.

The following word-initial syllable shapes are attested in multisyllabic words:

Ccv furi  “clever goat’

Cvv da.dro ‘short dhow sp.’
CvC nux.rit ‘nose’

CvvC ras.tag ‘straight direction’
CCvVv ské.zi ‘evening wind’
CCvC gbay./f ‘hospitable’

CCvvC gbay.wa ‘alittle while ago’
Kumzari multisyllabic words have only three word-internal syllable shapes:

CcVv é.ra.rag ‘bream (fish)’
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Ccvv dag.bé.rit ‘thick, dusty haze’
CvC di.mis.tan ‘winter’

Word-final syllables of only five shapes are found in Kumzari multisyllabic words:

CcVv qya.sa ‘opinion’

Ccvv c¢ir.ba.sé ‘slide, slippery rock used as slide’
CcvC buk.rit ‘newborn goat’

CvvC bur.géb ‘bull shark, small stage’

CvCC bar.zung ‘cradle’

Words with more than three syllables are confined to ideophones, suspected compounds or
borrowed words:

CvC.CvC.Cvv.CcvC innikdiinik ‘in a flash’
CV.CV.CvV.CVvC balaliyit ‘vermicelli noodles’
CVV.CVvC CVvV.CVvC hénis wénis ‘anyone’
Cv.Cv.CcvC.cv baladiyya ‘garbage’

CVC.CVC CV.CV.CVC.CV gambab garagumba ‘fish sp.’

2.5 Non-segmental phenomena

When morphemes are added to a word the new shape complies with syllable limitations
through processes of assimilation, insertion, deletion, or resyllabification. Several processes
may occur in the same word.

2.5.1 Assimilation

Words ending in the vowels & and 7 assimilate to their consonantal counterparts w and y when
a suffix is added:

ria ‘face’ ruw-é ‘a face’
quhi ‘cough’ quaw-é ‘a cough’
mi ‘hair’ muw-é ‘a hair’

gedu ‘water-pipe’ gedw-é ‘a water-pipe’

gradr ‘bull shark’ qrady-é ‘a bull shark’

kabr ‘stay joint (boat)’kaby-¢& ‘a stay joint (boat)’
qot ‘tin can’ qoty-é ‘a tin can’

hawlt ‘billy goat’ hawly-é ‘a billy goat’

This rule extends to the enclitic subordinator @; on a following a back vowel an epenthetic w
is inserted, and on a following a front vowel an epenthetic y is inserted:

(1) B54

wa bang-o0 wa
ifiwhen dusk —the SUB
‘At dusk,’



(2) K177

sa aw  txor-in pi  hasy-o
now water drink:IMPF-3p from pool -the
‘Now drinking water from the pool,’

(3) B382

pi ye Cikk-& ya
from 3s little.bit-a SUB
‘In a little while,’

(4) R697

ba dist asre ya

to hand left SUB
‘To the left-hand side,’

wa
SUB
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Vowels in syllables adjacent to an added suffix may change to conform to the added suffix.

In the case of the definite —o, for example, i may be lowered to é:

nuxrit ‘nose’ nuxret-o ‘the nose’
battil ‘dhow’ battel-o ‘the dhow’
maglis ‘court’ maglées-o ‘the court’
maddit ‘while’ maddet-o ‘the while’

bukrit ‘newborn goat’ bukret-o ‘the newborn goat’

and a raised and u lowered to o:

langal ‘anchor’ langol-6 ‘the anchor’
dar ‘door’ dor-o ‘the door’
masba/k ‘shower’ masboh-6 ‘the shower’
xanag ‘house’ xanog-o ‘the house’
bap ‘father’ bop-é ‘the father’
magbax ‘kitchen’ mazbox-o ‘the kitchen’
dastur ‘bowsprit’ dastor-o ‘the bowsprit’
cum ‘eye’ com-o ‘the eye’
gambur ‘niche’ gambor-o ‘the niche’

In a single-syllable word, i is backed to u to assimilate to the definite suffix —o:

jism ‘body’ jusm-o ‘the body’
rikd ‘corner’ rukd-o ‘the corner’
sinn ‘net anchor’ sunn-o ‘the net anchor’

In the case of the short vowel in the final syllable being deleted, words of the form maCCéCit
undergo a second process of lowering the & to a, in order to lighten the syllable that now has a

final consonant cluster:

magbeérit ‘grave’ magbart-o ‘the grave’
matrégit ‘bobbin’  matraqt-o ‘the bobbin’
madreésit ‘school’ madrast-o ‘the school’
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Consonants may assume the voicing qualities of consonants that are joined to them due to
prior phonological processes. In the following word, the final short vowel is deleted when a
suffix is added, causing devoicing of b to p next to t:

zeribit ‘goat pen’ zeript-6 ‘the goat pen’

Similarly, the addition of a suffix to the following word causes the form with an
etymologically latent k to appear and the devoicing of d to t before k:

mard ‘man’ martk-o ‘the man’

2.5.2 Insertion

An epenthetic vowel is added to alveolar-final verb roots?’ before the realis suffix —d and the
perfect suffix —s. As shown in Table 4 and Table 5 below, verb roots ending in a single
consonant take u, while verb roots ending in a consonant cluster take 7 and the second

consonant of the cluster is transferred to the suffix syllable.

Table 4. Verb roots with final single consonant and epenthetic u

verb root gloss realis -d perfect —s
doz ‘sew’ dozud dozus
kes ‘pull’ kesud kesus
gnin ‘believe’ gnunud gnunus
por “fly’ porud porus
ray ‘be able’ rayud rayus

Table 5. Verb roots with final consonant cluster and epenthetic 7

verb root gloss realis -d perfect —s
turs ‘fear’ tursid tursis
gird ‘go around’ Qirdid girdris
ams ‘sweep’ amsid amsis
fosn ‘sell’ fosnid foSnis
abn ‘close’ abnid abnis
2.5.3 Deletion

In verb roots ending in r, the r may be dropped before the realis suffix —d and the perfect
suffix —s.

Table 6. Verb roots with r deletion

verb root gloss realis —d perfect —s
ambar ‘load’ ambad ambas
xor ‘eat’ xod X0S

gir ‘take’ gid gis

enar ‘hide’ enid enis

war ‘bring’ wad was

In some cases, the r is dropped before the perfect —s but retained as a flap (lenition) in the
realis in the place of —d.

%" Nasal- and liquid-final verb roots that are not deleted in realis and perfect forms also generally take an
epenthetic vowel.
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Table 7. Verb roots with r deletion and retention

verb root gloss realis —d perfect —s
bar ‘become’ bir bus

dar ‘give’ dar das

odur ‘hold on’ odur odus

The imperfect prefix t- is deleted before alveolar-initial verb roots.

Table 8. Verb roots with t deletion

verb root gloss imperfect t-
dan ‘know’ dan

jor ‘ask’ jor

SO ‘put’ SO

The weak initial consonant w in verb roots tends to be deleted when the verb takes the
imperfect prefix.

Table 9. Verb roots with w deletion

verb root gloss realis —d perfect —s imperfect t-
wat ‘want’ watud watus tat
wast, wel ‘let’ wast wast tel
war ‘bring’ wad was tar

In initial position in an unstressed word such as the third-person singular pronoun yé,
following a short-vowel-final word the semivowel y may be elided:

ba yé ‘to it’ > be
pi yeé ‘from it’ > pé
inda yeé ‘inside it’ > indé

2.5.4 Resyllabification

There are no phonemic syllabic consonants. When an affix or enclitic is added to a
morpheme with a consonant cluster, the final consonant joins the affixed syllable:

CvcCC bukr ‘firstborn’ CVC.CVV  Dbukr-¢ ‘the firstborn’
CCVvCC cugl ‘thing’ CCVC.CVV cugl -¢ ‘athing’
CvcCC isk ‘dry’ CVC.CVC sk =in ‘they are dry’

In words of Semitic origin with the source prefix mu-, if the syllable following mu- has a long
vowel or a geminated coda, the u is deleted, the m becoming part of the initial consonant
cluster in the Kumzari word:

mhdfid ‘governor’
mrad ‘reason’
maass ‘scissors’
msaww ‘barnacle’

2.5.5 Multiple processes

In many cases, several phonological processes occur with the addition of a suffix in keeping
with phonotactic constraints. Rigid stress and syllable rules govern vowels in Kumzari words.
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When a suffix is added, penultimate syllable stress is maintained through vowel changes,
insertions, and deletions.

All three processes occur in the following word: raising and fronting of the a to ¢, deletion of
the i, and insertion of an epenthetic u:

tarqgit ‘wedding poem’ terugt-o ‘the wedding poem’
In a process of resyllabification, when labial-initial verb roots are prefixed with the imperfect

t-, the verb root vowel becomes an epenthetic vowel inserted after the prefix, stress shifts to
the prefix, and the verb root vowel is rounded to u:

verb root gloss imperfect t- verb stem
ber ‘carry’ te-bur

man ‘stay’ ta-mun

mes ‘look at’ te-mus

mur ‘die’ tu-mur

por ‘fly’ to-pur

In an open syllable, a final short a may inherit stress and be lengthened when a suffix is
added to the word:

kahraba ‘electricity’ kahraba-o ‘the electricity’
lumba ‘sea urchin’ lumba-o ‘the sea urchin’
nwaxa ‘ship captain’ nwaxda-o ‘the ship captain’
sandaga ‘goat pen’ sandaga-o ‘the goat pen’

or the final vowel may be deleted:

tera ‘way’ tér-o ‘the way’ ter-€ ‘a way’
xumba ‘clay storage jar’ xumb-o ‘the clay storage jar’ Xumb-é ‘a clay storage jar’
zila ‘bailing bucket’ zil-o0 ‘the bailing bucket’ zil-é ‘a bailing bucket’

In a closed syllable adjacent to an added suffix, a short vowel may be either lengthened:

surban ‘roof’ surban-o ‘the roof’
safsuf ‘sparrow’ safsaf-6 ‘the sparrow’
nisbil ‘fishing line’ nisbil-o ‘the fishing line’
intaf ‘sun’ intaf-o ‘the sun’

hambul ‘newborn’ hambiil-o ‘the newborn’
or deleted:

linkit “finger’ linkt -6 ‘the finger’
gawil ‘trader’ qgawl-o ‘the trader’
gosin ‘goat’ gosn-o ‘the goat’
Jjinjawir ‘master sorcerer’  jinjawr-6 ‘the master sorcerer’
héjub ‘eyebrow’ héjb-6 ‘the eyebrow’

Similar processes are found in the South Arabian languages (in Mehri the definite prefix is a-
or ha-):



Mehri
Kumzari

Mebhri
Kumzari

Mehri
Kumzari

Mebhri
Kumzari

Mehri
Kumzari

gozayrot
jazurit

bokar
baqgara

mosged
muzgit

forok
famfoxit

salob
salah
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a-gzayrot ‘the island’ (Rubin 2010:69)

jézurt-o6 ‘the island’

a-bkar ‘the cows’ (Rubin 2010:69)

baqgara-o ‘the cow’

a-msged ‘the mosque’ (Rubin 2010:70)
muzgét-o ‘the mosque’

ho-frok ‘the flocks, the camps’ (Rubin 2010:70)
famfoxt-0 ‘the goose egg (swollen bump)’

ho-slob ‘the weapons’ (Rubin 2010:71)

slah-an ‘the weapons’

Table 10 sets out the phonemic writing system used in this book and their equivalents in the
Avrabic-based Kumzari script?® and in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

%8 As developed by Erik John Anonby in conjunction with and approved by the Kumzari community, March

20009.
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Table 10. Kumzari sounds, transcription, and writing system

IPA phonemic transcription Kumazari script
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Chapter 3 - Noun
3 Noun

3.1 Noun: Introduction

Nouns in Kumzari prototypically express time-stable concepts. They can be inflected for
definiteness and number, and may be derived to form items of other word classes. Nouns can
function as the head of a noun phrase, as the subject or object of a clause, as a modifier in a
possessive noun phrase, or as the complement of a prepositional phrase or of a predicate with
an existential enclitic.

3.1.1 Structural properties of nouns

3.1.1.1 Noun root structure

The noun in Kumzari consists of one, two, or three syllables.?® There are sixty noun root
shapes: monosyllabic nouns have ten different root shapes, disyllabic nouns have twenty-

four, and trisyllabic nouns have twenty-six different root shapes.®

Root shapes in monosyllabic nouns:

CcvC dil ‘heart’

CCVvC stag ‘date pit’
CcvcCcC cups ‘lobster’
Cccvcce brinz ‘rice’

Ccvv ja ‘barley’
CCvVv cra ‘lamp’

CvvC caf ‘beach’
CCcvvC gmiit ‘gills’
CvvCC qapt ‘white fish sp.’
CCVVCC starg ‘star’

Root shapes in disyllabic nouns :

CVv.CvVv Sfurt ‘clever goat’
Cv.CvC bagal ‘upper arm’
CvC.cv lumba ‘sea urchin’
CvC.CvVv farzé ‘nostril-stud’
CvC.cvC nisbil ‘fishing line’
CvC.CvVvC burqéb ‘small bull shark’
cvc.ccv sinsla ‘metal chain’
CvC.CcvCC barzung ‘cradle’

CCvC.cv zgurda ‘sheer strake (boat plank sp.)’
CCVvC.CvVv mdalle ‘coffee pot’
CCvC.cvC qrambis ‘needlefish sp.’
CvCcC.cvC sanksar®! ‘red bream fish sp.’

% |n addition, there is a single example of a quadrisyllabic noun represented in the data: CV.CV.CVC.CV
garagumba ‘fish sp.” This word is probably a historical compound.

% Root shapes are ordered in these lists firstly by vowel length (V before V), secondly by syllable type (open
before closed), thirdly by coda (C before CC), and fourthly by onset (C before CC).

%1 |t is rare to have three consecutive consonants in Kumzari; this form is most likely the result of a historical
compound, perhaps of sangi ‘heavy’ + sar ‘head.’
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Cvv.Cv
CVV.CvV
Cvv.CvC
CVvV.CvCC
CVvVv.CvVvC
CCVvV.CV
CCVV.CvV
CCVV.CVvC
CvvC.Ccv
CVvVC.CvV
CvvC.CcvC
CVVC.CvVC

44 A Grammar of Kumzari

texa
Jirt
letab
balist
dazid
twara
Skezt
nwasam
jerda
jazrt
kasrit
bannat

Root shapes in trisyllabic nouns:

CVv.Cv.cv
CV.CVv.CvVC
CV.CvVv.CcvV
CV.CVV.CvV
Cv.CvC.cv
CV.CvVv.CVvC
Cv.CvC.cvC
Cv.CvCC.Cvv
CvC.cv.cv
CVvC.Cv.CvVv
CvC.cv.cvC
CvC.Ccvv.Ccv
CVC.CVV.CVV
CVvC.Cvv.CcvC
CvC.cvCc.cv
CvC.cvC.Ccvv
CvC.cvC.cvC
CVvV.Cv.CcvV
CVV.CV.CvV
CVV.Cv.CcvC
CVV.CVV.CVvC
CCVV.CV.CVvV
CCVvV.Cv.CVvC
CVVC.CV.CvV

CVVC.CVV.CVV

CvvcC.cvCc.cv

lagana
xanafis
éigdm32
tihadr
kuruxda™®
mazaraq
dimistan
arufté
qgandaha
cirbasé
silsilit
bandera®
tambult
zangerir
maysatta
purwando
kilwiskit
gabana
masuwe
zepilag
sadr’it
mwatani
mqabalit
disdumi
‘elyé’o

siflindo

3.1.1.2 Noun inflection

The Kumzari noun is optionally marked for definiteness (by the suffix —5)* or indefiniteness
(the suffix —é), where a lack of any such suffix denotes a generic noun. Plurality is marked

2

‘goat hair rope
‘sand’

‘wild fig’
‘pillow’
‘turmeric’
‘shelter’
‘evening wind’
‘evening’
‘sluice irrigation’
‘northeast wind’
‘small drum’
‘tradition’

‘bowl’

‘sideburn’
‘cigarette’

‘rainbow runner fish sp.’
‘old person’

‘fish sp.’

‘winter’

‘smell’

‘rainbow’

‘slide, slippery rock’
‘descendant’

‘flag (of ship)’

‘goat wattles’

‘slave’

‘palm frond broom’
‘lateen yard’

‘date sp.’

‘inlet’

‘skiff’

‘wooden chest’
‘argument’
‘cherished person’
‘meeting’

‘latter keel’
‘foremost portside tholepin’
‘silver eel’

%2 This word’s origin is English presumed to be via Gulf Arabic.
% This word’s origin is probably the Persian word kadxdda ‘chieftain.’
% This word’s origin is most likely Portuguese bandeira ‘flag.’



