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Introduction

Postage stamps and related objects are miniature communication tools, and they tell a
story about cultural and political identities and about artistic forms of identity
expressions. They are part of the world’s material heritage, and part of history. Ever
more of this postal heritage becomes available online, published by stamp collectors’
organizations, auction houses, commercial stamp shops, online catalogues, and
individual collectors. Virtually collecting postage stamps and postal history has recently
become a possibility. These working papers about Africa are examples of what can be
done. But they are work-in-progress! Everyone who would like to contribute, by
sending corrections, additions, and new area studies can do so by sending an email
message to the APH editor: Ton Dietz (dietzaj@asc.leidenuniv.nl). You are welcome!

Disclaimer: illustrations and some texts are copied from internet sources that are publicly available. All
sources have been mentioned. If there are claims about the copy rights of these sources, please send an
email to asc@asc.leidenuniv.nl, and, if requested, those illustrations will be removed from the next
version of the working paperconcerned.
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[llustrations cover page:
ASC Leiden postage stamp Nederland (2011): ©African Studies Centre Leiden

Cape of Good Hope postage stamp 1853:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7c/Cape Triangular Postage Stamp.jp
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Egypt postage stamp 1914
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/Post Stamp Egypt.ipg
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1. IFNI

http://www.stampworldhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Spain-Flag-2-150x100.gif

According to Wikipedia (EN), Ifni “was a Spanish province on the Atlantic coast of Morocco, south of
Agadir and across from the Canary Islands, between 1959 and 1976.It had a total area of 1,502 km?
and a population of 51,517 in 1964. The main industry was fishing”.

“Spain's presence in the area can be traced to a settlement called Santa Cruz de la Mar Pequefia,
founded in 1476. After attacks by the Berbers the Spanish decided to focus on colonizing other areas
of North Africa and abandoned the region. In the mid-19th century the European powers looked
again to Africa for resources, Spain suddenly mooted an interest in its lost medieval fortress in order
to stake a claim to the southern part of Morocco. This served as a pretext for a short war with
Morocco in 1859.The territory and its main town of Sidi Ifni were ceded to Spain by Morocco on 26
April 1860, but there was little interest in this colonial acquisition until 1934 when the governor-
general of Spanish Sahara took up residence. During Francisco Franco's dictatorship, the colony was
made into a Spanish province in order to forestall United Nations criticism of continued colonization.
After the "Forgotten War" (1957) most of the territory became occupied by Morocco. Spain formally
returned the territory to Morocco on 30 June 1969. The territory was integrated into the Moroccan
region of Souss-Massa-Draa”.

And: “Spain began issuing postage stamps for Ifni in 1941, initially overprinting Spanish stamps with
"TERRITORIO DE IFNI", then issuing new designs in 1943. Issues followed at the rate of about ten per
year with the last on 23 November 1968. Most are commonly available and are more often seen
unused than used”.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ifni ; accessed February 2016

Further information about the ‘forgotten war’ (1957-1958):

“The city of Sidi Ifni was incorporated into the Spanish colonial empire in 1860. The following
decades of Franco-Spanish collaboration resulted in the establishment and extension of Spanish
protectorates south of the city; Spanish influence obtained international recognition in the Berlin
Conference of 1884. In 1946, the region's various coastal and inland colonies were consolidated as
Spanish West Africa. Immediately following its independence from France in 1956, Morocco began
expressing interest in the Spanish possessions, claiming it was historically and geographically part of
Moroccan territory”. After a brief war in 1957-1958 “On April 2 [1958], the governments of Spain and
Morocco signed the Treaty of Angra de Cintra. Morocco obtained the region of Tarfaya (Cape Juby),
between the river Draa and the parallel 27° 40, excluding the colonies of Sidi Ifni and the Spanish
Sahara. Spain retained possession of Ifni until 1969, when, while under some international pressure
(resolution 2072 of the United Nations from 1965), it returned the territory to Morocco. Spain kept


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ifni
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control of Western Sahara until the 1975 Green March and the Moroccan Army invasion prompted a
I”.
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http://www.stampworldhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/1fni2.png

Stamp World History writes about Ifni: “Ifni is located in northern Africa. Ifni is a Spanish enclave in
southern Morocco — claimed by the Spanish to be the site of a 15th century Spanish settlement on
the Moroccan coast called Santa Cruz de la Mar Pequefia. Ifni is ceded to Spain in 1860 as a result of
the 1859-1860 Hispano-Moroccan war. The exact borders are defined in a treaty with the French in
1912 when the surrounding part of Morocco becomes a French protectorate. It is not until 1934 that
the Spanish decide to actually establish themselves in Ifni. A military base is set up and the town of
Sidi Ifni is founded to become the administrative center of the Spanish possessions in the region —
aside from Ifni consisting of the colony of Spanish Sahara and the protectorate of Cape Juby — which
de jure is the southern part of the protectorate of Spanish Morocco. Sidi Ifni develops rapidly in
subsequent years to become a town with 50 000 inhabitants in 1960. The main economic activity in
Sidi Ifni was fishing. In 1946 Ifni is grouped together with Spanish Sahara to form Spanish West Africa.
After Moroccan independence in 1956 Morocco claims the Spanish possessions to the south. In 1957
Morocco engages in a military conflict to gain control of Ifni. After initial setbacks the Spanish
manage to retain control over Ifni — albeit that effective control is now limited to the city of Sidi Ifni,
the hinterland being controlled by Morocco. Also in 1958 Spanish West Africa is dissolved. To
forestall criticism on the slow process of decolonization Ifni is proclaimed a Spanish province —as is
Spanish Sahara further to the south. Ifni is returned to Morocco in 1969. Currently Sidi Ifni is a town
of 20 000 inhabitants”. And: “The first stamps are issued for Ifni in 1941 — these being Spanish
stamps overprinted ‘Territorio de Ifni’. The first set of definitives is issued in 1943. In the 1950’s and
1960’s Ifni issues resemble the contemporary issues in Spain and other Spanish possessions. From
1960 the issues are inscribed ‘Espafia’ in a larger font and ‘Ifni’ in a smaller font. The last stamps of
Ifni are issued in 1968. The stamps of Ifni are superseded by those of Morocco from 1969.As in
Spanish Sahara stamps issued by Spanish West Africa have from 1949 to 1952 been used in Ifni
concurrently with the issues of Ifni”.

http://www.stampworldhistory.com/country-profiles-2/africa/ifni/
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http://philapostel.net/ppo/img/timbres/eifn01.jpg

In French: http://philapostel.net/ppo/po-pageprinc.php?zc=po-page-rub.inc.php&rub=29&titrerub=initiation&eve=886

http://assets.catawiki.nl/assets/2013/7/21/a/c/2/ac27cfda-f219-11e2-8f0f-5ffd244f0919.jpg

Local issue Ifni 1940

“IFNI-LOCALES-CARTA-IFNI-A-ZARAGOZA” http://www.ebay.es/itm/IFNI-LOCALES-CARTA-IFNI-A-ZARAGOZA-

/281923855142?hash=item41a3f8a326
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Official postage stamps and some other postal elements of Ifni, between
1941 and 1968.

1941 (and 1942) series of 16 postage stamps:
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1c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A-i.jpg; there is also a vertical overprint

2c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A2-i.jpg; there is also a vertical overprint

5c: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A4-s.jpg

10c: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A5-s.jpg ;blue overprint; there is also a red overprint

10c (2): http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A7-i.jpg (Red and Blue overprint)

15c¢: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A8-i.jpg
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A2-i.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A4-s.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A5-s.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A7-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A8-i.jpg
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20c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A9-i.jpg

25c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A10-i.jpg

30c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A11-i.jpg

40c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A12-i.jpg

50c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A13-i.jpg

70c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/Al14-i.jpg , blue

70c (2): http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A15-i.jpg, ultramarine

1 Pes: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A16-i.jpg

2 Pes: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A17-i.jpg

4 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A18-i.jpg

10 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A19-i.jpg

1943 series
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A9-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A10-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A11-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A12-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A13-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A14-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A15-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A16-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A17-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A18-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/A19-i.jpg
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps (various)

1c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B-i.ipg

2c: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C-s.ipg

5c: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/D-s.ipg

15c¢: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B1-s.ipg

20c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C1-i.jpg

40c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B2-i.jpg

45c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C2-i.jpg

75c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E-i.ipg

1 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B3-i.ipg

3 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C3-i.jpg

10 Pes.: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E1-s.jpg

25c. Urgente: http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E2-s.ipg

http://filateliahobby.es/img/c/126-category.ipg

10


http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B-i.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C-s.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/D-s.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B1-s.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C1-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B2-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C2-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E-i.jpg%201
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E-i.jpg%201
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/B3-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/C3-i.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E1-s.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E2-s.jpg
http://media.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/E2-s.jpg
http://filateliahobby.es/img/c/126-category.jpg
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5c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F-i.jpg

25c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G-i.jpg

50c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F1-i.jpg

1 Pes. http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G1-i.jpg

1.40 Pes http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F2-i.jpg

2 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G2-i.jpg

5 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F3-i.jpg

6 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G3-i.jpg
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F1-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G1-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F2-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G2-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/F3-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/G3-i.jpg
http://www.mascoo.com/userfiles/0202755001448186588.jpg

African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 6 (part 1); Ton Dietz
Sahara-1: IFNI; version January 2017

A OoLsal
Tavijeta

v e A 2
D fea, Saciew i Solay fondiny
Fewsndovee 1J

¢

-~
.4(.--,‘ ey Secgaca )

v Salag
W ke Moy A

http://filateliahobby.es/img/c/252-category.jpg

—~
TS

@

Py ©. Box 150
wlizabeth, N. J.

Ex.UU. de america.

120 Broadway.

s we
|  NEW YORK 5,N.Y.

U.S.A.

{f";Sl:)i IFN] e o Stanley RiRice.
/ ot S Room, 818,

1

i

VIA AEREA
PAR AVION

http://i.ebayimg.com/00/s/ODczWDEyNTA=/z/20IAAOSW8-tWXuAqg/$ 57.JPG

12
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5c.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/H-i.ipg

10c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/H1-i.jpg

http://i.ebayimg.com/00/s/NzEwWDEyNTA=/z/VikAAOSwf-VWXuzT/$ 57.JPG
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/H-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/H1-i.jpg
http://i.ebayimg.com/00/s/NzEwWDEyNTA=/z/VjkAAOSwf-VWXuzT/$_57.JPG
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http://stampdata.com/files/stash/0z/Colnect-1337-280-Nomad-family.jpg
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2c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I-i.jpg

5c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I1-i.ipg

5c (2): http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I12-i.jpg

10c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I3-i.ipg

15c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/14-i.jpg

15c Franco: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I5-i.ipg

25c¢: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I6-i.jpg

30c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I7-i.ipg
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40c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I8-i.ipg

45c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/19-i.jpg

50c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I10-i.ipg

75c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I11-i.jpg

90c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I13-i.jpg

1 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/114-i.ipg

1.35 Pes: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I15-i.ipg

2 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/116-i.jpg

4 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I17-i.jpg

10 Pes. : http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I18-i.ipg
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/J-i.ipg
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I8-i.jpg
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http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I17-i.jpg
http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/I18-i.jpg
http://cloud2.todocoleccion.net/sellos-tarjetas-maximas/tc/2014/07/02/15/44070626.jpg
http://images-02.delcampe-static.net/img_large/auction/000/313/779/499_001.jpg?v=1
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En este lado se escribe solamente la direccién 20

www.delcampe.net

http://images-02.delcampe-static.net/img_large/auction/000/335/094/805 001.jpg?v=1

Between 1949 and 1952 Ifni also used postage stamps for Spanish West Africa
(see section 6)

1949

http://www.freestampcatalogue.com/sifp0088-75-years-u-p-u-3v
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25c¢: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/M-i.jpg

50c: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/M1-i.ipg

1 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/M2-i.ipg

2 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/M3-i.jpg

4 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/M4-i.ipg

10 Pes.: http://www.stampworld.com/media/catalogue/Ifni/Postage-stamps/M5-i.jpg
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1957 (June, before the brief Spanish Moroccan war)
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Left: “Spanish recoilless rifle, [Ifni] Morocco, 1957”.

Right: “Spanish marines landing off the coast of the Western Sahara desert during the Ifni war. Many
were still equipped with weapons and gear(notice the helmets) given by Nazi Germany during the

Spanish Civil War. The war would last 8 months and Spain would retain its western territory until the
death of dictator Francisco Franco in 1975”.

Source: https://www.tumblr.com/search/ifni%20war
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Left: “News from home. 1958.”

Right: “Spanish soldiers during the 1957-58 Ifni war in Morocco”

https://www.tumblr.com/search/ifni%20war
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1958 (March, just before the end of the war)
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In 1969 Ifni became part of the Kingdom of Morocco, as part of the region Souss-Massa-Draa

Picture Wad Draa, July 2010
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Poste Maroc in Sidi Ifni, in 2016, Avenue Mohamed V, Sidi Ifni, Maroc.
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*Mailbox of the main post office of Sidi Ifni (Morocco).This is a witness of the period of the Spanish

presence’
http://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-mailbox-of-the-main-post-office-of-sidi-ifni-moroccothis-is-a-witness-11510387.html
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