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Figure	0.1	Map	of	the	Low	Countries	and	the	commanderies	of	the	Teutonic	Order	around	1500.	
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Figure	0.2	Map	of	Prussia	and	Livonia,	after	the	Second	Peace	of	Toruń	(1466).	



	

Preface	
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siasm	played	a	vital	role	in	the	conception	of	this	dissertation.	Antheun	Janse,	who	once	steered	me	in	the	direction	

of	the	Utrecht	Chronicle	of	the	Teutonic	Order	during	my	master’s	degree,	became	my	initial	co-supervisor.	His	prem-

onition	at	one	of	our	earliest	project	meetings,	that	there	might	be	a	greater	role	for	Utrecht	Land	Commander	Johan	

van	Drongelen	in	the	creation	of	the	chronicle,	proved	to	be	prophetic.	Unfortunately,	his	health	prevented	him	from	

continuing	as	co-supervisor.	His	role	was	taken	over	by	Sjoerd	Levelt	early	in	2015.	His	ability	to	dissect	my	argumen-

tation	was	confrontational	in	a	phase	where	I	–	naively	–	thought	I	was	approaching	the	finish.	However,	it	was	an	

essential	process	which	improved	the	dissertation	greatly.	

Further	thanks	to	Annesietske	Stapel	for	her	assistance	in	the	bailiwick	archive	of	the	Teutonic	Order	in	Utrecht	and	

to	Karina	van	Dalen-Oskam	and	Mike	Kestemont	for	introducing	me	to	the	digital	humanities	community.		

Finally,	I	wish	to	thank	my	friends	and	family.	Particularly,	my	parents	who	fostered	my	inquiring	nature	early	on	and	

helped	me	develop	an	interest	in	history.	Last	but	not	least,	Christel.	Often	it	proved	difficult	to	convey	my	enthusiasm	

for	the	nitty-gritty	aspects	of	this	dissertation	to	you,	but	you	were	always	there	to	put	things	in	perspective	when	

needed.	I	am	hugely	grateful	I	made	this	journey	with	you	by	my	side.		
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