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1 Introduction

n the Netherlands, on average, 223 persons per
- year die in a homicide (Nieawbeerta & Leistra,
2067). This chapter provides an overview of all
3,771 homicide cases that occurred in the period
- 1992-2009, by outlining the epidemiology of
“homicide and by describing the types of homi-
ide and the characteristics of those involved. In
oing 50, a distinction is made between domestic
omicides, homicides in the context of an argu-
iment, criminal homicides, robhery homicides,

nd sexual homicides, In addition, this contribu-
‘tion offers several explanations specific to the
eiherlands for the recent decline in the rate of
thal violence (e.g., popuiation size, societal dig-
“tribution, the use of firearms, unemplayment rate,

“Substance use, znd detention policy). Finally, it

esents an insight into policies and the gencral

“Praishment of homicide in the Netherlands,

1 Background

fie Netherlands is a parliamentary democratic
Dstitutional monarchy, located in North-West
furope, The Netherfands is often referred to a3
olland. This is rooted in the early history of the
Slherlands nowadays, North and South
——
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Holland are only two of its 12 provinces. The
population (approximately 16.5 million) consists
mostly of ethnic Duteh inhabitants, Predominant
ethnic groups include Turkish (2.0%), Surinamese
{1.9%}, Morcecan (1.7%), and Duich Antillean
(0.7%) groups (CBS, 2010b)." The life expec-
tancy for girls born in the Netherlands is approxi-
mately 82 years, for boys approximately 78 years,
Ir spite of lhe aging population, mortality rates
show an annual decline in the last 5 years (CBS,
20H0a). According to recent figures, approxi-
mately 99% of the population is literate (CIA,

2009}, Lifetime prevalence of mental disorders in
the Nethetlands is estimated to be 41%, of which

alechol dependence accounts for 6% and drug
dependence for 2% (Bijl, Ravelli, & van Zessen,

15998). I the Netheriands, firearm legislation is
restricted and hence, firearm possossion relatively
low compared to other Western countries (around
5% of all households) (Van Dijk, Van Kesteren,
& Smit, 2007).

Previous Studies on Homicide

Systematic research on homicide in the Netherlands
is refatively limited. However, the few studies that
focused on long-term trends in homicide indicate
some impertant deveiopments, Spierenburg, for
example, who studied long-term homicide trends

"Sowmeone is regarded as having a non-Duich ethnicity

when either one or both parents are bom ontside the
Netherlands.
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in Amsterdam from the sevenieenth century
onwards, indicates that the homicide rate has
decreased over time. In fact, as has been ontlined
by Spicrenburg earlier in this book, until the mid-
twenticth century there was a long-term down-
ward trend in homicides in almost all Evrepean
countries. Much of this long-term decline
occurred during the early modern period, from
the sixteenth to the cighteenth century. In addi-
tion, the long-term downward trend does ot only
concern all homicides but also particularly applies
to male-on-male viclence. Also, in almost all
Furopean countries the lowest homicide rates
were found in the 1950s. However, from the
19705 onward the trend seems to change: Since
the 1970s an upward trend in the Burcpean homi-
cide rates was detected. In the same period, there
was an increase in the proportion of guns and
knives as a methed of killing and medical care
improved, However, from the mid-1990s, the
homicide rates stabilized or even decreased in
most Buropean countrics (Spierenburg, 2008),
inchding the Netherlands.

Previous research on contemporary homicide
in the Netheslands tends to focos on one of the
four main areas: The epidemiology of homicide,
the victims and perpetrators; homicide subtypes
according to the relationship between victim and
perpetrator, homicide subtypes according to
motive and finally, sentencing of homicide
offenders. It should be noted that the study of
homicide in the Netherlands has a fairly short
history; as opposed to other Western countries
such as Australia, England & Wales, and the
United States, the Netherlands does not have a
long tradition of monitering homicide. Up until
the 1990s, epidemiological homicide research
was virtually nonexistent, as official databases
were either inaceurate or 'did not allew for the
matching of victim, perpetrater, and incident
characteristics (Leistra & Nieuwbeerta, 2003).

The firsi area of rescarch on homicide in the
Netherlands is mainly based on national hornicide
data and involves the description of incident, per-
petrator, and victim charaeteristics of a particular
vear (Bijteveld & Smit, 2006; Smit, Bijleveld, &
van Zee, 2001) or multiple years combined (Leistra
& Nicuwbeesta, 2003; Nieuwbeerta & Leistea,

2007, Smit & Nieuwbdgrta, 2067, Van Os, Ganpay,
& Nieuwbeerta, 2010). Because of the use of
national data, the amii_mnt of detail available op
individual homicides 1s rather small. :

Racent studies on h%imicidc suhtypes accerdin
to the relationship be_{?‘veen vietim and perpeira.:
tor include studies ointimate pariner homicide’
(De Boer, 1990; TFulditer, 1994), child homicide’
(Brants & Koenraadt, 1998; Liem & Koenraads;
2008b; Verheugt, 2007) and multiple family!
homicide (Liem & Koenraadt, 2008a), homigide-
suicide (Liem, 2010; Liem & Koenraadt, 2007;
Liem & Nieuwbeerta, 2010; Liem, Postuian, &
Nieuwbeerta, 2009), the killing of pavent
(Koenraadt, 1996), the killing of prostitute;
(van Gemert, 1994a), and the killing of ¢lde;
homosexual men {(Van Gemert, 1994b), Th
majority of these studies have relied on data fra
selected sources (forensic psychiatric report
police records) rather than on naticnal data. O
homicides outside the family realm, such-a
homicides resulting from an argument or altercs
tion have hardly been studied.

A third area of homicide research focuse:
specific homicide subtypes according to motiy
inchuding crimingl liquidations (Van de Por
2001) and sexual homicides (Van Beek, 1999
Specific attention has been devoted to hono:
Jated homicides (Nauta & Werdmalder, 200
Van Bek, 2001; Yecilgiiz, 1995). Because of
rare occurrence of such events, most studies’
ducted in this area take on a qualitative app
including a smali number of cases.

A final area of research concerns the sentent
of homicide offenders (Johnson, Van Wingerd!
& Nieuwheerta, 2010) and recidivism of h;
cide offenders (Vrigs, Liem, & Nicuw
2010). These studieéf}]avc relied on nationgl:
stemming from the Dutch Homicide Mof
(see later), allowing i’br a representative overy
(Fohnson et al., 2010)! :

Data Sources Used for This Stud

To provide an overview of the epidenid
of hoemicide in the Netherlands, includi
characteristics of the cases and the i.lel_‘“
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involved, the Dutch Homicide Monitos® is used.
The Dutch Homicide Monitor is an ongoing
monitoring system, which includes all homicides
in the Netheriands that have taken place between
1992 and 2009. The year 1992 was used as a cut-
off point. Before 1992, no uniform registration
system for homicides in the Netherlands was
avatlable; accordingly, the homicide incidence
and characteristics of homicide cases were not
known. This database includes all lethal offences
that have taken place between 1992 ang 2009,
which have been categorized as either murder
(art. 289 and 291 Dutch Code of Criminal Law)
of manslaughter (art. 287, 288 and 290 Duich
Code of Criminal Law), together comprising the

"category homicide. Not covered in these articles

are physician-assisted deaths, assistance to sui-
cide, and abortion, since in the Netherlands, these
are considered crimes only in exceptionai cir-

cumstances.® Also, not covered in these articles
. imcfude atternpted hemicide, negligent homicide,
or nggravated assault,

Although Statistics Netherlands (Ceniral Burean

of Statistics) also publishes data on hamicide, the
-Diteh Homicide Monitor contains more detailed

formation on event, perpetrator, and victim char-
deteristics {see also: Leistra & Nieuwbeerta, 2003).

The Dutch Homicide Monitor is composed of Monitor enables

Ve sources, which pertially overlap each other:

Al newspaper asticles related to homicide
- generated by the Netherlands National News
“Agency (ANP). In the period 1992-2001, the
: ANP has published more than 13,000 newspa-
per articles related to homicide in the
‘Netherlands. These articles contain consider-
“able information on the characteristics of the
hamicides, the perpetrators, and victims,

.The Elsevier Annual Report, From 1992
_nWm'ds, the weekly magazine Elsevier pub-
-.]lshes an annual report on all homicides that
:have taken place. This report is based on both
~ANP articles as well as on palice files,

or this chapter, we used i

o Ve .
icide Mnnim;. rion 24 of the Duich
VSickn-assisted dying inchide both physician-assisted

toand eyt i ici
Nidua] utheaasia gt the explicit request of the

- Files from the National Bureau of Investigation
(NRI). From 1992 uatil 2005, information on
homicides in the Netherlands has been col-
lected by the NRI as part of the National Police
Ferce (KLPD). The information available in
these files concerns the date and location of
the homicide, the homicide method as well as
basic demographic characteristics of both vie-
tim and perpetrator.*

The Violent Crime Linkage Analysis System
{VICLAS} from the NRI This system con-
tains information about homicide cases in
which the viclims had been sexually assaulted
or raped.

Files from the Public Prosecution Service.

This database includes the judicial procedures

of a homigide.

~ Files from the Judicial Information Service
and the Ministry of Justice.

- Files from the Criminal Justice Knowledge
Centre (WODC). In addition o files from the
KLPD and the Puhiic Prosecution Service, these
fifes contain detailed information stemming
from interviews with relevant investigators who
were in charge of the homicide event {e.g., Smit
etal., 2001; Smit & Nieuwbceita, 2007y
The use of mulliple sources in the Homicide

us to create a complete and

reliable overview of ail homicides that have
taken place in the Netherlands in the period

1992-2009.

t

Epidemiology of Homicide
in the Netherlands

Recent Trends in Homicide

In the Netherlands, on average, 223 DErSONs per
year die in a homicide (Niewwbeerta & Leistra,
2007). This constitutes a small part {3.3%) of ali
mmnatural deaths (CBS, 2006}, The number of

“Because of capacity prablems in some police regions, we
were not able to completely finish the verification process
for th{_‘,‘hnmicidcs committed in 2005-2010 at the moment
of witing this chapter. However, for 12 of the 25 police
regions the verification process has heen compicted,
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Homicide cases

o

Fig.21,1 Number of homicide cases in the Netherlands 1992-2009

homicides per year has declined steadily over the
past decade, with a sharp decling in .‘%0_06 (s'ee
Fig. 21.1). The highest number of homlc.lde_v_lc—
1ims was reported in 1995, in which 281 ll’ld“"ld-
uals died. The Yowest number of homicide victims
was reported in 2006, when 148 individuals died
jn & homicide.
Since the beginning of the 1950s, the Du'tch
population increased with almost one million
inhabitants to 16.5 million. In the early 90s, the
homicide rate was approximately 1.7 per 100,000
inhabitants. In the years that followed the average
homicide rate remained steady at around 1.5 per
100,000. In the last 3 years this rate has decreased
even further to 1.2 per 100.000. In 2007, the
homicide rate was reported to be at its Jowest at
0.9 per 100,000. In sum, both the total number of
homicides as well as the overal! homicide rate
have steadily decrcased over the last decades.
The drop in intentional homicide is, however, not
unique to the Netherlands: As Aebi & Linde tllave
shown earlier in this handbook and in previous
publications (Aebi et al., 2010), other Europea‘n
countries have also shown a decrease in the homi-
cide rate.

Compared to homicide rate$ in other West-
European countries, the homicide rate in the
Netherlands is about averags. Compared to
Eastern-European countries, however, the homi-
cide rate in the Nethertands is refatively low

(WO, 2009),

1902 1993 1984 1995 1896 1907 1998 1689 2000 2001 2002 2063 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 200D
Year

Regional Distribution of Homicide Rates

The majority of the homicide cases took place i
main urban areas: in parr";pulnr in Amsterda
Rotterdam, and The Hagtie. A relatively laige
number of ériming! homicide cases occur ip the
citiescompared with other argas inthe Netherlan
18% of ihe total numbef of homicide calcs
occnrred in Amsterdam, wﬂcrcas 26% of all crz
inal homicide cases wiére registered
Amsterdam also has a relatively high percentage
of unsalved homicide cases (35%). Even th
there is a high fluctuation; of regional-homiti
rates over time, a systematic trend is lacking

Incident Characteristics

In ihe period 1992-2009, a total of 3,77}
cide cases were cotmmitted, involving a £
4,028 vicrims and 4,181 perpetrators? QVEf_
approximately 10% of the homicide case
unsolved.

In the Dutch, Homicide Monitor ho'
are categorized according to the relatid

5The description of the characteristics of homick o
trators covers the perperrators that have bccn_ pm
for homicide by the Public Prosecutor, Tn adjditiori
trators who could not be prosecuted becmlscthﬂyw
suicide or who were prosceuted abroad arc'mclﬂ_ (4
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Table 21,1 Homicide jn the Netherlnds by type,
[992-2009

Typeof % Homicide % Sotved
homicide cases | e POIHde Pt
Jntimate 17 19 }
PAIOET et -

Child 4 4

: ) o

Giher family 7 8

Argument/ 21 23 B
altercation i

Criminal 12 E
;{;hhcry 7 o

hetween victim and perpetrator as wel] as

_' acenrding to the context in which the homicide
“occurred, distinguishing a total of nine catego-
“ties: Four categories involving homicides in the
‘family realm (the so-called “domestic homi-
ides”), criminal homicides, robbery homicides,

homicides cccusring in the context of an argu-

meit, sexual homicides and  the category
“other”,

One of the most predeminant types of homi-
de involves homicides including an (estranged)
limate partner (see Table 21,1), aceounting for
ppreximately one fifth of all homicide cases.
be killing of a child or the killing of a parent
anstitutes & fotal of 6% of all homicide cases.
her hemicides taking place within the family
tlyde the kitling of siblings, aunts, uncles, and
her family members as well as the killings of
als in love. Aliogether, approximately one
ird of all homicide cases ih the Netherlands
t_:'t_:ur within the family.

Other predominant categories are criminal
Umicides and robbery homicides. Criminal
Micides mostly involved drug-related homi-
des, These incidents varied from drug addicts
ﬁO killed one another, drug users who killed
Bl dealers, and dealers whe killed one another
g & bad deal. This category alse invelves
icides in the context of eriminal retributions.
fotal this category encapsulates approximately
Of4ll homicide cases. Robbery homicides,

accounting for 7% of the total number of homicide
cases, include victims who died in the course of &
robbery, burglary, or theft (Fig. 21.2).

The most predominant type of homicide con-
stitutes homicide in the context of an argument or
altercatien between friends, acquaintances, or
strangers. This category only includes victims
and offenders who were not related by family ties
and who were not involved in the criminal milieu.
In the period 1992-2009, mare than one fifth of
all cases were classified as such.

Sexual homicides, accounting for 3% of the
total homicide cases, involve prosdrute vietims
and victims whe had been sexually assanlted
prier to, during, or afier the homicide. The cat-
egory “other” includes homicide cases that
could not be included in any of the previous cat-
egories (¢ither due to the context in which the
homicide oceurred or due to a lack of informa-
tion on the relationship between vietim and
perpetrator) and is heterogeneaus in nature. The
distribution of hemicides according 1o type has
remained fairly constant throughout the years:
The data do.not suggest that there is a system-
atic increase or decrease of a particular type of
homicide.

The number of perpetrators and victims
invelved in homicide cases has remaincd fairly
stabie over time. On average each homicide case
involves 1.07 victims; roughly 4% of all homi-
cide cases include two vietims, while 1% involves
three victims or more. The majority of all solved
homicide cases are committed by one perpetrator
(77%). 14% are commitied by two perpetrators,
and 10% involve three or more perpetrators; on
average each case includes 1,40 perpetrators:

Domestic homicides typically include one
victim and one perpetrator; this statistic is found
in 88% of intimate partner homicides, 67% of
child homicides, and in 81% of homicides involv-
ing patents. Sexual homicides include one vietim
and one perpetrator in 80% of alf cases; in 78%
of homicides that occurred in the context of an
argument or alercation, there was one victim and
one perpetrator. In general, in 54% of robbery
homicides and 47% of criminal homicides
multiple perpetrators are involved.
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Number of Homicide Cases

1982 1994 1996 18998

— Domeslic homickle =wws w Homicids in the context of an argumant

= = = = Criminal homicide

Flg.21.2 Type of homicide in the Netherlands by year 1392-2009

Location

Approximately one out of every two homicide
vietims is killed in a residential setting. Roughly
one third of the victims are murdered near a2
public Toad; in approximately one tenth (7%)
vigtims are rurdered in other public places such
as in a park or forested area. Eight per cent of all
homicide victims are murdered in discos, bars,
and cafes. These figures have remained constant
over time. Female victims are most likely to be
killed in a residential setting {71%); men are
often killed in a public area (46%) or in a resi-
dential setting (41%). When differentiating
according to type of homicide, it appears thz.at
domestic homicides mostly take place in a resi-
dentizl setting (74%) and only occasionally in
locations such as bars and cafes (2%). Criminal
homicides, on the contrary, take place in a resi-
dential sefting in only one third of cases; victims
of this type of homicide are mostly murdered
near & public road, in parks, or in water, Robbery
homicides, including burglaries, are committed
in & residential setting in 58% of cases. Sexual

2000 2002 2004 20068 2008

—#— Robbery homiclde

Year

Sexual homicide

hericides arc mostly committed in public &
or in residential areas.

Modus Operandus

More than one third of the victims {37%
killed with a firearm; another third was
with a sharp inatrurnent such as a knife or'$
(34%). Other modi operandi include &
weapon (7%}, stranguiation and suff'ﬂc_ﬁ
(10%), or physical instruments such as’hit !
beating (7%). A very small percentage {5??3 I
of poisoning, drowning, burning, orby I
inflicted by car. The medi operandi reinal
fairly stable over time. Most men were k
with a fircarm (46%) or were killed witha
ingtrament (33%); WOmen were m_us!
with a sharp ins(nlmqifii (35%) or died_ of
gulation (25%). Diffefences were fuul‘l‘f
distinguishing nccordjhg to type of hofit
Criminal homicides wére committed vithia]
in 69% of the cases. This is in corifrast t nliq
tic homicides, which fnvotved a firearif
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pne-quarter of all cases, Compared to criminal
homicides, domestic homicides were commitred
by stabbing or stranguiation. Intimate partner

‘homicides were mostly completed with & sharp

instrurnent (42%), with & firearm (23%), or b
strangulation (20%), :

Victim and Perpetrator
Characteristics

Ggender

Like other types of criminal behavior, homicide
mainly occurs between men: Approximately 70%

of &ll victims and 90% of all perpefrators are

male. This implies that women run g risk of 0.8
out of 100,000 to be killed vs. a risk of 2.0 out of
100,000 for men. These figures imply that 2.6 out

‘of 100,000 men become homicide perpetrators,

‘which is almost hine times as many compared to
women, 0.3 of 100,000 of whom commit a
homicide. These differences remain constant
vver Hime,
Gender differences can further be ohserved
when distinguishing types of homicide, Victims
of criminal liquidations and robbery homicides
ire ‘predominantly male (96 and 76%, respec-
tively). When women are victimized in these
Hipes of homicides, they are generalfy accompa-
tiied by a male intimate partner who is the origi-
al tatget of the homicide. Perpetrators of criminal
fismicides are also mostly male (97%). Although
Tpetrators of domestic homicides are also
Ostly men (82%), the majority of the child
Hdinicides are committed by women (52%). The
Agires show that women are rarely involved as
Micide perpetrators; they are more likely to be
Gived as vietims, particularly in domestic
Micides between infimates, When women kill,
Y usually kilt within the family.

%etences hetween men and women are also
Mounced when assessing the age at which they

‘

become jnvalved in a homicide. Boys and girls
iun a similar risk of being killed in che first years
of their lives. On average, 2.1 per 100,000 chil-
dren under the age of 1 year become homicide
victims. This risk decreases as children age.
Children between 1 and 14 years of age run the
lowest risk of being killed (0.3 per 100,000).
After 15 years, the risk rapidly increases.
Generally, adolescents hetween the ages of 15
and 19 tun a-risk of 1.2 in 100,000 of becoming a
hemicide vietim; this risk increases until they are
25-years old, when they run the highest risk of
heconing victimized. Around this age, however,
considerable gender differences arise. At age 25,
men run & risk of 4.1 in 100,000 to become vic-
timized, whereas women run a risk of 1.5 per
100,000, The risk of overall vietimization slowly
decreases, mainly because of a sharp decrease in
male victimization, Around the age of retirement,
men tun a risk of 1.3 in 100,000 of becoming a
homicide victim and women less than 1.0 in
100,000. Overall, roughly 8% of all victims were
under 18; approximately 6% of victims were past
retirement age (65 years). The majority of the
victims (58%) were between 18 and 40 at the
time they were killed,

These gender differences can also be observed
in perpetrator age characteristics, For men, the
likelihoad of becoming a perpetrator is highest
between the ages of 20 and 25. Tn this age cate-
gory, almost 8.0 out of every 100,000 men com-
mit a homicide. Even though women peak at the
same age, their likelihood of committing a homi-
cide is much lower, at 0.8 out of 160,006, Gender
differences slowly decrease, mainly because the
likelihood of beceming a perpetrator decreases
for males. After the age of retirement, both men
and wornen hardly commit homicide, The young-
est homicide perpetrator in the period under study
was 9-years old; the oldest 101, Approximately
5% of all perpetrators were under the age of 18
and roughly 1% was past retirement age. Most
perpetrators (77%) were between 18 and 40 years
old when they committed a homicide. Similar to
other victim and perpetrator charactesistics, con-
siderable age differences exist when differentiat-
ing according to type of homicide.
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figures show that Antillean men run atiskof 117
cut of 100,000 of being killed. . . :
Homicide perpetrators show a similar ethpig

Ethnicity

Roughly half of the total number of victim: ax;ld

f non-Dutch ethnicity®; the ; tr
pBrPetTtﬂlnggs;:):r‘:)foiurl"l—Dutch perpetrators and 2 risk of 0.7 per 100,000 of becoming & homicide
majority

rator, whereas for those of Antillean
HDH:DUfCh V'iCﬁmS ('ls“iﬁr:i)sh wo::orgfm]‘r)iuc:?’ ers[:ant this risk is 14.3 per 100,0060. Tndividual
Ant]i]ean,Surma'm ese.] 16% ;.;f non-Dutch per-  of Surinamese originrun al’lSkOf. 5.5'per 10(),\0(}0
descent. Apprnxn;arﬂfyvictims criginated from  for those of Turkish origin., the risk is 6..0 m}q foi
o 19]2fJ . can couniries, and the individuals of Moroccan desccn‘( ‘the risk g 5
qther. Wcsge[)r‘; futr]?: ‘erpetratnrs a;ld 219 of per 100,000, Again, w.hen examining meh aloné,
E?:ZT& beluo:ged topother ethnic groups. The Anﬁlle?ar} men run & visk of 28.1 per 100,000 o
distribution of victims and perpetrators a(.:col‘ding committing a homicide.
to ethnicity has remained constant over time. The
relative risk of becoming a victim or perpetratm; pert
e i; ﬁl%?er\fﬁignfégngi \:Vltgla:f?o:e two ;hirds of the perpetrators apd 70% c_:fhthe vi
Bt o e ; As mentioned earlier, the tims are of non-Dutch cr'hmcxty. Turkish perp
o D'-“C_h mhmmt}'{ g in the Netherlands tratorsandvictimsarcpartxculariyovcrrep¢sen(.
Pl‘ed?:; mgn:hit:emzfgrgzih Antillean (0.79), in this category '(appmximmelty 1?% otglhhli vi
e i i d 13% of the perpetrators); roughl
i Lish (2.0%), and Moroccan  Lims an tors Iy :
??ggﬁe:cizi?c;;\;er, K}Eesc populatiombased : ﬁlfth. of .the pcrpctr;tor]f_ Td ]\nlcrtlu'?z .-(});fisirg?#
ﬁéures contrast considerably with the degree to llqmdau:;r:is B.l"; 9f su;f;sfu(;trhir ;Wm.epmam
which individuals of these groups are represented  trators and vichim
in homicide stafistics. Individuals of Dutch‘eth—
nicity run a risk of 0.7 per 100,000 ofibem.mmg a
homicide victim, whereas the relative risk for
individuals of Antillean descent is 6.8 per
100,000, for individuals of Surinamese descent,
4.2, for individuals of Turkish descent, ’4.9, and
for individuals of Moroccan descent, 5:7 per
100,000, When examining men in particular,

petpetrator and victim according to type of om

involve honor killings.

Explanationsf:i Homicide
in the Netherlands

As mentioned earligr, the decline in the [
homicide rate is ot aique to the Netheﬂu.nd.h‘
a steady decline His beenl obsgrved in ol
—_— Furopean countriesias well (Aebi et al.:
sE(hnicity might not be a completely reliable variable as it Several explanatinﬁs have bt?cn s.uggestc‘d § t
is often based on the personal judgment of the police decrease, varying frg)_m medical improveme
officer. . & growing sensitivity for violence, 0 'ex_pla_n
1n most enses this involves perpetrators of victims from o cerning an increase i otermal (hlgh o

i inctndes perpe- ! e
o a lesser extent, this category in¢ e o
1::;22?; victims from Tunisiz-and Algeria. trol) and external control (increasing

shecause of a relatively high number of missings in the  social institl.!rinrys), which mfght havzr;_sul
variable otfwicity for the yeats 2005-2009, the rates of y goercage in violent behavior (see

hecoming & homicide vielm or perpetralor aCCarding (0 one, crer 959, S pierenbure, 1996)
cthaicity might be distorted. Ini fact, compired to l%leyears Soveral hypothescs can be put for\'-'!i“_i
199722004, there seems to be an undcrrepwsenta_ttnn.The \ . o g it e
relatively high number of missing data onfhevam}blee‘lh- explain the above- eSc‘ﬂ 4 D i

nicity is probhably caused by the fact that the verficalion  parec gince 2004, Previously, i “
gested that homicide rates are rclate

process for the hamicides committed in 20052010 was . :
demographic composition of society (Faf

not completely finished &t the momeni of }\'riling this
chapter due to capacity prablems in some police regions.

representation: individuals of Dutch descent run

When assessing the ethnic background of:

data show that among criminal homicides,

among domestic homicides; these cases typically
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Call, & Land, 1999). In particular; the total pop-
olation size as well as factors such as the societal
distribution of age and ethnicity are considered
10 be related to the overall level of (Jethal) vio-
lence (Messner & Blau, 1987, Messner &
© gampsen, 1991). Young men and those belong-
ing {0 an ethnic minority are thought 1o experi-
" pnee the reality of life in the lower clesses of
sociery and ate thus more Jikely to feel alienated
and experience frustration (Anderson, 1997).
Anether finterpretation for the overrepresentation
ofthese groeps of individoals is cultural; because
of their cultural background, these individuals
might be more prone to engage in violent behav-
*jorwhen it comes to honor and respect (Anderson,
1999). According o this line of reasoning, the
‘ecent drop in the homicide rate could be ascribed
1o a decrease in the total number of young men
“and individuals of non-Dutch descent.
- Other hypotheses to explain this drop focus on
social disorganization, Leading back to Shaw and
fcKay (1942), in socially disorganized areas
characterized by a heterogencous population,
overty, and residential mobility) structural bar-
icades seem to impede formal and informaf con-
irol. According to this perspective, social
fisorganization thus results in a high degree of
ggressive and viplent behavior, the most extreme
foim being homicide. Previous empirical studies
_hé\'c shown that indicators for social disorganiza-
lidn, such as the number of single-parent families
ohd the number of divorces, are significantly
wed to the degree of lethal wiolence (Lee,
Miume, & Ousey, 2003; Maume & Lee, 2003,
Ratenfeld, Messner, & Baumer, 2001 ; Stretesky,
huck, & Hogan, 2004).
Stili others argue that the degree of lethal vio-
fice ts reflected in the degree of economic stress,
I_’T_Caliy indicated by the overall unemployment
le.: Previous studies provide mixed resulis:
e find that unemployment rates have no influ-
‘e; ofhers even find a positive relationship
‘WFEH the level of tmemployment and the
IMicide rate (Land, MeCall, & Cohen, 1990;
"nfe_ld etal, 2001).
mally, from a situational point of view,
ter (1990) held that rates of violent crime are
M iy society in which there are (a) fewer

potential perpetrators, (b) fewer opportunitics
to commit a violent act, and {¢) preventative
measures that have been taken to prevent lethal
viglence (Cohen & Felson, 1979; Cohen,
Telson, & Land, 1980, Cohen, Kluegel, & Land,
1981).

When examining these hypotheses in the

Dutch context, the results remain ambiguous as
there is no single indicator explaining the rends
as described earlier. As recent data indicate,
changes in the population size and societai distri-
bution follow the opposite direction: whereas the
homicide rate decreased, the overall papulation
inereased from roughly 13 million in the hegin-
ning of the nineties to 16,5 million in recent years,
Similarly, the percent of non-Dutch citizens in
this period increased too, from 6.3% of the total
population to 119 in 2009. Other demographic
explanations such as a change in age composition
do not seem to be fully explanatory, either: the
change in age composition of the population
(measured in the proportion of young persons in
society) is not limited to the years in which the
homicide rate drop took place. The reiative prey-
alence of young persons decreased thronghout
the nineties, and stahilized well into the new cen-
tury, which does not provide a sufficient explana-
tion for the recent decrease in the homicide rate.
The same is true for the preportion of single-
parent families, the use of fircarms, and the
unemployment rate: whereas the homicide rate
decreased, the rate of these indicators followed
an opposite trend. Other indicators, such as
divorce rate, residential mobility, and urbaniza-
tion, did not provide support for the abovemen-
fioned hypotheses either,

Indicators that might be relared to the decrease
and stabilization in the proportion of lethal vio-
lence in the Netherlands are substance use and
detention policy, Simultaneously with the increase
in the humber of prisoners, there has been a sharp
decline in horpicides that were committed in the
criminal milien, robbery homicide, sexual homi-
cide, and homicide in the context of an argument
or altercation, In contrast, homicides in the fam-
ily realm have remained relatively stable dpring
the same time period. These hypotheses are, how-
ever, spectlative — more comprehensive, detailed
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research is needed before the causes of the
decrease in lethal violence in the Netherlands can.
be extensively explored.

Policies Specific to the Netherlands

In the Netherlands, prison sentetices are the norm
for convicted homicide offenders. Life imprison-
ment is occasionally applied; nen-life sentences
are limited to 30 years for murder and 15 years
for mansiaughter. In the Duich system, the criminal
code only containg a sentencing maximum, The
mininwm term when a prison sentence is imposed
is 1 day. There are no sentencing guidelines
and no mandatory minimum Septences in The
Netherlands. Duich judges therefore enjoy broad
discretionary power in both the type and severity
of criminal punishment. The prosecutorial rec-
ommendation ig in 1o way legally binding for the
judge, although it is likely to offer a useful
anchoring peint in judicial sentencing delibera-
tions, and judges are asked to offer reasons for
deviating starkly from it (Tohnson et al, 2010).
One unique aspect of homicide sentencing in The
Netherlands is a treatment option available to
Duteh judges for offenders deemed to not be
accountable for their actions because of their
mental state at the time of the offense, For these
offenders, a treatment-based sentencing option
abbreviated as TBS is available. TBS is a manda-
tory treatment order in a special penal institute for
the mentally ilt. Tf an offcnder is deemed partially
unaccountable for their crime, the TBS treatment
may be imposed in conjunction with & prison
term, After serving their time in prison, the inmate
is then transferred to & mental instilution, where
they are perindically evaluated to determine it and
when they should be released. This ferm is inde-
terminate and some offenders may spend the rest
of their lives in these special facilitdes.

In the period 1992-2009, appreximately 90%
of all hornicide cases were cleared — in other
words, at leasi one -suspect was known to the
police. These suspects also include individuals
who were prosecuted abroad and those who died
after the homicide, either by homicide, suicide,
or an accident, Among all homicide prosecutions,

about 72% were prosecuted for murder rathey
than manslaughter. .
The large majority of suspects who were prog.
ecuted were also summoned before a judge for
hemicide offence (87%) — mostly for murder.:
Also, of the summoned homicide suspects, mop
than 80% were convicted of the offence, 5% wepy ™
acquitted for the homicidal offence or releaseg
from all charges, and, for 13%, the trial resulis
are yet unknown,
Of the homicide suspects who were convigled

by the judpe, a total of 52% were convicted of
murder, and more than one third (38%) werg
convicted of manslaughtes. Roughly 0% wee
eventually sentenced for a lesser offence such gy
physical maltreatment leading to death or negh-
gent homicide. 7
In cases in whickithe suspects were summoneg
for hemicide, the “Dutch prosecotors rece
mended an average,nf 9 years of imprisonment.
Dutch judges, howidver, sentenced offenders 44
about 7.31 years ofi"average. Prosecutorial re :
ommendations welé,typically more severe thin
the prison terms mefed out by Dutch judges. Fet
the homicide offence, approximately 73% of the
convicied suspects were sentenced to incarvef
tion alone, 5% to TBS, and 19% were serilenced:
to 4 cambination of incarceeation and TBS, Tht
per cent of the convicted suspects were sentencéd
for the homicidal offence to incarceration i’
juvenile detention centre. Even though there wé
relatively smalt differences between the severily
of punishment in the cases in which the suspe
was convicted of murder or manslanghier
average 8.97 years tor murder vs. 6,72 year
manslaughter), substantial differences can _bé
noted when differentiating according to the'ty
of homicide committed. The majority of the ¢
victed perpeirators were typically sentenced
incarceration only when they committed hon
cide in the family realm (domestic homici
homicide in the context of an argument, erifin
homicide, robbery homicide, or sexual homicl
In comparisen with other types of homic
individuals who killed their child, their pare_n_l_
who committed a sexual homicide were M0
often sentenced to incarceration fn combinatt
with 2 TBS sanction,
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One per cent of the perpetrators who were
convicted for the homicide were sanctioned 020
years of imprisonment or sentenced for life,

The average length of imprisonment and the
frequency of life imprisonment sanctions has
increased in recent years. In 1993,° in the cases in
which the suspects were summoned for homicide,

. the average length of the prosecutorial recommen-
| dation of imprisonment was 7.8 years, By 2006,
. the average length increased by 2.2-10.0 years,
- In the same pericd, in the cases in which the sus-

pects were summoned for homicide, the imposed

- sanction increased from 6.0 years of imprisonment
: o 8.5 years: an increase of 2.5 years. This trend

shows that in comparison to the year 1993, the
wverage Jength of imprisonment recommended by

: the public prosecutors and imposed by the judge
. have increased in recent years.

In a recent study on sentencing homicide
affenders in the Netheslands, Johnson et al
{2010} found that, in addifion to legal case char-
acleristics, age, nationality, and gender character-
istics exert substantial influences in seniencing,

Their study, making use of the same data
deseribed above, revealed that female offenders
were sentenced to significantly shorter terms of

ncarceration, whereas non-Evropean foreigners
ecelved significantty longer sentences, Very
roung and very old offendess also received par-
il leniency in sentencing, Victim characteristics
irror these findings: homicides involving female
nd Duich victdms typically receive longer prison
entences and offences involving very young or
Id vietims are also punished more severcly. The
iuthors showed that criminal sentences were par-
eularly severe for homicides involving male
_ffenders and female victims, for those involving
oreign offenders who victimized Dutch citizens,
i?d for those who used a firearm in the homicide.
 may be hypothesized that the latter finding can
e albibuted to the above-described relatively
“r¢ possession of firearms. Kiiling by means of a
earm might be considered particularly heinous
i deserving of increased punishment.

Because of g relatively high namber of missing cases, the

ith of imprisonment is only described for
932000 y des the years

&

Conclusion

This chapter has provided an overview of homi-
cide in the Netherlands over the last 18 years,
outlining the epidemiolegy of homicide in the
Netherlands, recent trends of homicide, as well
as the natwre and types of policies and punish-
ment of this type of violent crime. In the
Netherlands, on average, 223 persons per year
die in a homicide. The majority of the cases con-
cetn homicides arising from an argument and
domestic homicides. The majority of the victims
and perpetrators are male, even though there are
substantial gender differences according to type
of hamicide. The same accounts for characteris-
tics such as location and modus aperandus — both
differ according (o the type of the homicide com-
mitied. Roughly half of the total number of vie-
tims and perpetrators were of non-Dutch cthaicity.
Regarding regional variation, most homicides are
committed in urban areas. Most perpetrators are

sentenced to incarceration; those who are sen-

tenced to a combination of incarceration and TBS

are typically found guilty of domestic homicide

or sexual homicide,
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