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Curriculum vitae

Erik Burgerhout was born on 12 February 1981 in Zwijndrecht, The Netherlands.
After completing his secondary school education at Woalburg College in
Zwijndrecht, he started his doctoral study Biology at Leiden University in 2000.
During his study, two research projects were performed at Leiden University. The
first concerned mate-choice preferences of two closely related Lake Victoria
cichlids at the department of Animal Ecology. The second was focused on the
effects of hypoxia on embryonic development in Lake Victoria cichlids at the
department of Integrative Zoology, thereby combining his main fields of interest:
physiology, morphology and embryology. After his graduation in 2006 he started
to work as a secondary school teacher in Biology at Gymnasium Haganum in The
Hague for a year and also worked voluntarily as a research assistant at the
Integrative Zoology department of the Institute Biology Leiden, Leiden University.

In the period of 2007-2008 he worked as a research assistant and
zootechnician/animal caretaker at the same department, which was followed by a
position as Junior Researcher. During this time, he started working on the
artificial reproduction of freshwater eels (Anguilla spp.). Also, he co-organized the
”Special Workshop on Eel Reproduction” that was held at the European
Aquaculture Society 2007 in Istanbul, Turkey, and assisted with editing the book
“Spawning Migration of European eel. Reproduction index, a useful tool for
conservation management” (Eds. G. van den Thillart, S. Dufour and C. Rankin), Fish
& Fisheries Series 30, Springer, 2009.

In 2009, he began his PhD research on artificial maturation and
reproduction of eels at the company NewCatch BV (a spin-off company of Leiden
University) and Leiden University, supervised by Dr. G. van den Thillart and Prof.
Dr. H. Spaink. During the last year of his PhD research he worked for the
European project PRO-EEL. After the completion of his PhD he is planning to

continue his research within the field of reproductive physiology.
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