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Niels Raes was born on the 9th of March 1971 

in Bladel, the Netherlands. At the age of 1 

year he moved with his parents to Hapert, 

where he attended primary school. At an age 

of 12 years he went to the Pius X high school 

in Bladel where he concluded the VWO exam 

in 1990. The same year he started his study 

Biology at Utrecht University. In 1995 he had his 

first opportunity to do fieldwork in the tropics. 

Together with Menno de Lind van Wijngaarden, 

and under supervision of Dr. Renske Ek, he 

studied the impact of selective logging and 

beta diversity of lianas (climbing plants) in the 

tropical rain forests of Guyana, South America. 

In 1998 he obtained his MSc. degree in Tropical 

Ecology and Tropical Botany.

After his studies, Niels was first a computer 

teacher for adults at ‘Bamboe Opleidingen’ 

in Utrecht. It was here that he developed his 

computer skills, which proved beneficial for 

his PhD research later on. He left this job for 

one month, after an invitation of Dr. Bruno 

Bordenave to join a botanical exploration of 

the Kaw Mountains in French Guiana. The 

purpose of this exploration was to identify 

high conservation value areas within the 

ASARCO mining company concession. In these 

mountains they discovered a new plant genus 

named Hekkingia (species bordenavei) belonging 

to the Violaceae plant family.

In 2000 he was given the opportunity to 

continue his biology career at Utrecht 

University by participating in the EU funded 

liana research of Dr. Renske Ek. He returned 

to Guyana to continue the field research on 

lianas, this time supervising two MSc. students. 

After having successfully finished this project 

for Utrecht University he was unemployed for 

9 months. During this period he developed, 

together with Dr. Renske Ek, the ‘Climbers of 

Guyana’-website that contains the botanical 

descriptions and pictures of most lianas that 

occur in central Guyana.

At the end of 2002 a research proposal to 

study the impact of selective logging on lianas 

in Bolivia was granted by USAID. The next 9 

months he conducted fieldwork in Bolivia under 

supervision of BOLFOR (Bolivia Forestal).

Then, in November 2003 he started his PhD 

project entitled ‘Plant diversity of Borneo 

deduced from collection databases’ at the 

National Herbarium of the Netherlands, Leiden 

University, which led to this thesis. Besides 

acquiring the statistical modelling skills 

leading to the patterns of biodiversity presented 

in this thesis, he also joined a botanical 

expedition to the ‘Gunung Lumut Protection 

Forest’. This gave him the opportunity to see 

the real, beautiful, and threatened tropical rain 

forests of Borneo.
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Map indicating the Bornean administrative provinces of Malaysia and Indonesia, the country of Brunei, the major mountain ranges and large rivers. 

Areas between 500-1000m in light-grey; areas above 1000m in dark-grey; Mt. Kinabalu in red (≥ 2600m) (derived from the SRTM 90m resolution 

altitude data (<http://srtm.csi.cgiar.org>)).
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Koompassia excelsa Taub. Picture taken 

in the Gunung Lumut Protection Forest 

East Kalimantan, Indonesia.



A) WWF ecoregions of Borneo; colours similar to floristic regions map (Chapter 5).  

B) Detail from the ‘Original Habitat Types of the Indomalayan Realm’ of MacKinnon (1997).  

C) Detail from the ‘Vegetation of Malesia’ map of Whitmore (1984).  

D) Detail from the ‘Vegetation map of Malaysia’ of van Steenis (1958).

All maps in geographic projection.
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