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Curriculum Vitae

I was born on the 15th of April 1970 in Tyshkivka, a quiet village between Kiev
and Odessa in the middle of the Ukraine. Ten years of my life, from 1977 till 1987,
were spent at the Secondary School # 2. A new generation of teachers, who arrived
at the school in the beginning of 1980, brought a lot of enthusiasm and inspiration,
and showed life from a bright prospective for the next decade. Long hours of lab
time and at the school’s telescope turned my interests away from social sciences
and humanities and I was absorbed by Physics, Mathematics, and Astronomy. At
some moment I realized that school is just the beginning of a life-long adventure
in exploring nature, and in 1987 I entered the Faculty of Physics and Astronomy of
Odessa State University. During my education in the period 1987-1992, I enjoyed
the academic atmosphere and many other aspects of the university’s life. Besides
studying, I was involved in several research projects. These projects introduced me
into the Sciences, but they also gave some money to make me a bit more independent
from my parents, who always supported me. My teaching activity was boosted by
the “Advanced courses in physics and mathematics for students of sunday school”
(guided by Department of Theoretical Physics), where I learned the ability to teach
and where I also made many friends. My master research was conducted at the De-
partment of Chemical Physics, under the supervision of Dr. E.N. Kondratyev. After
getting my Master degree with the thesis “Dynamics of reactive systems close to the
criticality” and passing all necessary examinations I was admitted to the PhD program
at the Physics Faculty of Odessa University (1992-1995), supervisor Dr. E.N. Kon-
dratyev. Here, my research focused on the “Dynamics of ignition and combustion
of exothermically reacting systems”. In 1995 I was appointed as a researcher at
the Institute of Combustion & Advanced Technologies, Department of Mathematical
Modelling and headed by Prof. V.G. Shevchuk. The department was created to assist
the experimentalists, which were located next door, to develop mathematical models
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and methods of diagnostics of reactive systems. In the late spring of 1998, I joined
the group of Prof. J. Mellema, University of Twente, as a research fellow, where my
research topic was “ Coalescence of droplets at high volume fractions” . By the end
of 2000, I started working for the present PhD thesis project. I am delighted to have
attended several Dutch, Ukrainian, and international conferences held in Lunteren,
Odessa, Irvine (25th Symposium on Combustion, 1994), Denver, Cracow, Heidel-
berg (15th, 16th, and 17th ICDERS meetings), Evora (Chains and Interfaces, 2001),
Lund (Polyelectrolytes 2002), Konstantz (5th Liquid Matter Conference, 2002), and
Bayreuth (BPS, 2003).
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